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Iranian Foreign Ministry's special assistant for
Afghanistan affairs stressed the need for promoting
border exchangesbetween the two countries.

Mohammad Ebrahim Taherianmade theremarksina
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meeting with Governor General of Nimrouz Province
Seyyed ValiSoltanatthe end of his visit to Afghanistan
onThursday.

Taherian and Soltan hailed good ties between
Afghanistan's Nimrouz province and Iran's eastern

Tel: 031-32274500

SMS:30007232

Public Relations: 031-32274754

Iran’s ‘resistance economy’: the post-
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What's News
provinces, stressing the need for boosting border
exchangesbytwofold. L 9 o o ®
Soltan, for his part, stressed the need for cooperation corona WlSh Ofthe We St S Sllent maJ 01'1' ’ Iran launches
inmeeting Nimrouz' needs to fight coronavirusand production line

flooding.

Inanother meetingwith Sistan-Balouchestan Governor
General Ahmad AliMohebatilate on Thursday, Taherian
stressed the need for promotingtiesbetween Iranand
Pakistanand Afghanistanand discussed ways of solving
border and customs-related problems in Milakand
Mirjaveh.

TaherianarrivedinKabulon Sunday for talkswith Afghan
officials onpolitical developments and peace process,
promotingbilateral relations as well as Herat-Khaf
railway.

Currency, Gold Jump Amid OQil

Soittookapandemic-plus-lockdown forsomeinthe

Westtorealize thatclassiceconomicliberalismona

globalscale-i.e.thenarrowhyper-specialization of

Adam Smith’sdivision oflaborand David Ricardo’s

caste-forging theory of competitive advantage

-makesanation economically vulnerable? This

epiphany isnotnovel for those countries which

imperialists forced to precariously rely onasingle

cashcrop/cow.
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of bioethanol
through

fermentation

The production
line of bioethanol
through
fermentation
was launched in
the presence of
Iran’s  minister
of science and
higher education

Uncertainty . i e By Ramin Mazaheri . Mansour Gholami
Major currenciesgained againsttherial Wednesday with A Itis interesting to ; on Thursday.
the USD heading upward after breaking past 160,000 7] watch American = g : W, The production

rials.

Itwastraded ashighas 162,400 rialsat Tehran’s open
market up 2,400 rials compared to Tuesday. The
greenbackhasgained morethan4%againsttherialsince
thebeginningofbusinessweekon Saturday.

The eurohikedabout2.5%to0 176,500 rialsand the UK
poundsterlingsoaredto199,000rials,up from 195,000
rialsasessionearlier.

Rates at the Central Bank of Iran-affiliated
moneychangerswereslightlylower. The dollar fetched

NEWS

RSN

television these
days:almostnever
openly discussed
is the financial
impactofthe GreatLockdown
onthelower classes. What
the average American is
bludgeoned with instead is
aconstantstream of doctor-
worship, technocrats,

and diversification. Notonly
doesthisexplainthe country’s
huge jump in seemingly all
economicmetricssince 1989,
italsoexplainswhyIrancould
rally 300,000 volunteers
(propaganda alert: The

withhabeas corpus-produce
the body. Indeed, this is a
demand for proof which
Westernepidemiologists-and
theirtechnocrat-worshipping
promoters - are scrambling
to come up with: Itturns out

indeedaworsevirusthanthe
coronavirus, per President
Rouhani. No body count
comparisonrequired onthat
onebecauseit'snotevenclose
- Western epidemiologists
canrelax.

line started work
in line with anti-
coronavirus
national
committee’s
enactments, current
sensitive situation,
lack of disinfectants
in the market and
the importance of

155,000 rialsinthese bureaus, 1%higherthan the price electioneeringpoliticianswho Wall StreetJournal’s “water  theirdirestforecastswerefar Iran is returning to wgrk all executive bodies’
onTuesday, accordingto the Tehran Gold and Jewelry cannotstopsnipingdespite Cannons’ were actually lessaccuratethanmodern slowly: many are working participation.

Unionwebsite. sucha crisis, and high-class “disinfection cannons”)to  weather reports (usually from home, women with The 90% bioethanol
Market observers say the spikes in currency prices analyststellingthemtostay ~ 8° door-to-doortoinform, becausetheyunderestimated young children are given is suitable for

arelargely due to carnage of crude oil prices, which
apparentlyhasgivenrise torenewed demand for foreign
currencies.

homeatall costs-thefinancial
condition ofthosewhodon’t
evenhave $500to coverinan

helpand preventthespread of
coronavirus-thereissupport,
trust, unity and two-way

the influence of personal
responsibilityinitiatives),and
perhapsshouldn’thavebeen

priority to decide whoworks
remotely, the government
is asking everyone to use

procuring
disinfectants
and is based on

Iran's HOllSillgPMI Hits New emergencyareignored, even dialogue. . . hysterically and uncritically common. sense, but .the the formulation

though they compose 63% of Whep corona firsthitmany rela}{edbyWesterncorporate resumptlonofnormalallctmty suggested by the

Low theUS. [ran-ignorantcommentators  media. comes after many in the World Health

g‘lan Ch?mbteiochzloperattivest'.latestrtepor.totr;IPl;/.[IfOE Even pre-corona, US TV is assumeditwou.ld devastate As thelz Iranophobes scour governmentopenlydi.splayed Organization
ereal-estateand constructionsectorsin thelisca arealm where lower-class abackwardspatlongoyerr}ed satellite photos for secret commonseqsebysgylr.lgthat (WHO).

monthendingMarch19showsthe overallindexsettled Whites who speak with a byanunfeelingtotalitarian mass graves (How many an economic crisis simply The Iranian

at35from51.76inthepreviousmonth (Jan.21-Feb.19), twang, poor-but-not-hustlin’ state: whileover 5,000have  peopledoyouthinkIranis shouldnotbeaddedtoaheath chemists and

indicatinga32.38%decline

Amid the outbreak of the novel coronavirus, the
Purchasing Manager's Index for Iran'shousing sector
felltothelowestlevelinthemonthendingMarch 19since
theindexwasfirstcalculated forthesectorintheIranian
monthstartingOct. 22,2019, withareading 0f44.30.
Iran Chamber of Cooperatives’latestreporton PMI for
thereal-estate and construction sectors (under the
Farsiacronym “Shamekh”) forthe final month ofthelast
Iranianyearshowsthe overallindex settled at35 from

Blacks,and Latinoswhodon’t
sing/dance/clean simply
cannotbe found. American
Indiansaresoentirely absent
theymayaswellnotevenexist.
If we had to define Iran’s
economyinonebriefsentence
itwouldbe: Allare considered,
but the needs of the lower
classesmustcomefirst.

died, Iran’sproportionaldeath
rate is better than almost
every Westernnation.

Of course, I know you’ll say
“Iranislying”-youhavebeen
indoctrinated to say thatin
response toany claim made
byanyIranian.Eversincethe
2011 triple sanctions (US,
EU,UN) were deployed the

hiding - 50,000, 100,000
dead people? How many
more would have to be
silenced, and inanation full
of personal media devices?
Theideathatsuchathingis
possibleis absurd....), and
whilethe Westemploysmore
draconianmeasuresthanlran
everdid (duetoworsehealth

crisis.

Undoubtedly,ifIranhad not
beensoharshlyattacked with
suchaninhumanblockade
they would have had more
oil-money savings to pay
peopletostayathomelikein
some nations, butthey were
cruelly denied this chance by
the West,alongwithmedicine,

researchers were
able to launch the
productionline of
bioethanolinless
than 14 days.

Makingbioethanol
throwugh
fermentation
process takes 8-14
days and Iran was

51.76inthe 11thmonth (Jan.21-Feb.19),indicating No Iranian would deny Western Mainstream Media  care,lack of volunteersdue justice,peace, etc. The West's abletoproduceitfor
a32.38%decline. PMIisanindicator of the health of this has been the case hasaddeddoubtindicators tofearsofexpensivehealth —governmentsaredemanding the first time in less
economicsectors.Itprovidesinformationaboutcurrent since 1979, and it really suchas, “Iransays..."toevery  care,astressed/unhealthy/ that their lower classes than 24 hours.
business conditions to decision-makers, analysts became 'eye-openingly headlinestemmingfromIran. obese population,thelack commit economic suicide Iran has taken
and purchasing managers. Raw material inventory, apparent after the end of [usedtogetannoyedbyit, ofexistinglinesofnational overcoronafears,butlran’s numerous steps
employmentconditions,neworders, supplier deliveries the War of Sacred Defense  Putit'soldnewsnow-ifthe  coordination,anacclimation lower classesknow thatthe to stop the spread
and export/production conditions wereamong the (Iran-Iraq War): there has governmentsaidthesuncame  to“statesofemergency”’and  biggest, mostreliable patrons of the disease,
criteriaassessed, yieldingafinal score ofbetween 1and been a constant decrease UPtodaytheheadlinewould otherfactors),Iranisending ~ they have are the Iranian from shutting
100.Ifabusinessscores 50,itmeans thatno changehas of slums and absolute P& IransayssunrisesinEast” curbsandgoingbacktowork. —government-that'swhyafter down schools and
beenperceived compared tothe previousmonth, while poverty, and a constant Sotheskeptics/Iranophobes  Andtheyarealsobacktowork  takingsensiblemeasuresthey universities  to
scoreshigherorlowerthan50indicatethatthebusiness increaséofinfrastructure will remain eternally beinghonestpoliticaltruth- areencouragingasensible, canceling cultural
isboomingorstagnatingrespectively. education and production' unconvinced,andIrespond tellers: US imperialism is  safereturntowork. and religious
gatherings. It is
also  constantly
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%18 Risein Export From Abadan Ports

Atotal of 129,134 tons of
commoditieswere exported from
Abadan County’sthree commercial
ports, namely Arvandkenar,
Abadan and Chavibdeh, during
thelastIranianyear (March2019-
20),whichshowsan 18%jincrease
compared with the previousyear,
accordingtothemanagerofAbadan
Portsand Maritime Organization.

“Ourmainexported productswere
seafood, shrimps in particular,
fodder, pulses, nuts,dairy products,
dried vegetable, carpetandrugs,
handicrafts and differentkinds
of stones,” Reza Saffari was also
quotedassayingbythenewsportal

ofthe Ministry of Roadsand Urban
Development.

Saffarinoted thatthelittoral states
of Persian Gulfare the main export
destinations for these goods over
theperiod. “The total throughput
inthethreeaforementioned ports
amounted to 163,910 tons last
year, registeringa 21% year-on-
yearrise. Loaded and unloaded
commodities included metals,
home appliances, red meat and
meat products, agricultural
products, rubber, electric and
electronic devices, chemicals,
textile, fibers and apparel,” he
added.

disinfecting and
sanitizing public
places.

The head of Iran's
Health Ministry's
Public Relations
Office Kianoush
Jahanpour said
on Thursday that
64,843 people out
ofatotal of87,026
infected with the
coronavirus have
survived and
recovered while
5,481 have lost
their lives to the
potentially deadly
virus.
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Spokesman Decries US, German
Stanceson Iran Satellite Launch

[ran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman slammed the stances thatthe US
and Germany have adopted onthe successfullaunch ofahomegrown
satelliteintospaceasinterferencein the IslamicRepublic’sinternal
affairs.Inastatement on Thursday, Abbas Mousavi described the
successfullaunch ofthe Noorsatelliteinto orbitasasource of pride,
sayingscientificand technological advances, especially in the field
ofaerospace, are the Iranian nation'sright.The spokesman said
suchinterventions would certainly notdisruptthe Iranian nation’s
determination toachieve progress, the Foreign Ministry’s website

reported.

Mousavialsostressed thatno UN Security Councilresolution prohibits
Iran from launchingasatellite into space,and the US reference to
Resolution 2231 isdefinitelyirrelevantand contrarytothefacts.

“Interestingly, the Resolution 2231 isaresolution thatthe USregime
hasviolated by withdrawing from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action,and continuestoopenlypressure otherindependentstatesto
violateit,’added Mousavi.Healsorejected Germany's position onthe
launch ofthe Iraniansatellite, saying the German Foreign Ministry's
expressionofconcernoverthelaunchofasatellite designed by Iranian
engineers comesasthe German defense ministerhas publicized his
decisiontobuyafighterjetcapableof carryinganuclearbomb.“Such
double-standard policies threaten the security ofthe region, Europe
and the world,” Mousavi underlined.At the end, the spokesman

mzm  President Rouhani: All efforts underway
to surge production

Iran’ssuccessful
launch of military
satellitehas
angered US

An Iraqi member of
parliament'sSecurityand
Defense Committee Badr
al-Ziyadisaid on Thu.that
successfullaunchoflran’s
1stmilitary satellite by
thelIslamicRevolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC) has
angered the US officials.
Launch of Iran’s first
military satellite, which
was also successful,
angered the Americans
andenemies, headded.
Turning to the launch
of Iran’s military
satellite without
Washington’s threats,
he said, “Washington’s
threats were only media
propaganda.’
Thelatestachievement
of Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guards
Corps (IRGC) has been
reflectedininternational

media outlets and
received widespread
mediacoverage.

The elite force of Iran’s
Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC) has
successfully launched
the Noor-1 Satellite
by the domestically-
built launcher Qassed
(messenger) on
Wednesday morningand
placed it into the orbit
atanaltitude of425km.
The launch of Noor-1
which is the Islamic
Republic’s first military
satellite was carried out
ontheanniversary ofthe
establishmentofthe IRGC.
ThelRGC'ssatellitelaunch

President Hassan Rouhani said thatall
the efforts of the government are for
materializing the motto of the year as
dubbed 'Surge in Production’ by Supreme
Leader of the [slamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

President
Rouhani made
the remarks
in the video
conference
NEWS to inaugurate
MM important
projectsin Fars
Province, southern Iran.
Expressing confidence
thatthe whole private,
public, and military
sections are trying hard
for the same purpose,
Rouhani hoped that
several projects would

be opened this year.
The Iranian president
said thatin addition to
fight with coronavirus,
the country will
continue to produce
goods and provide
employmentfor people.

President Rouhani
further said that
with opening South
Aluminum Corporation
in Lamerd, the ranking
of Iran's aluminum
productions will change
from 18 to 14.

He added Iran ranks
10th and 15th in
terms of production
of steel and copper,
respectively which is
very important.

The Iranian president

said thatthe peopleare
notwell-informed ofall
theresults of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action.

He added thatthe JCPOA
created developments
in oil, gas, mining,
and other industries,
includingaluminum.
The first phase of South
Aluminum Complex,
Haj-Heydar 124-
bed hospital, Shahid
Qasem Soleimani
Sports Complex, and
the new terminal
of Lamerd Airport
were inaugurated by
President Rouhani
earlier on Wednesday.
The projects were
to be inaugurated in
late winter, but due
to the outbreak of the
coronavirus, it was
postponed.

Minister of Industry,

Mining and Trade Reza
Rahmani, Minister
of Sport and Youth
Masoud Solatanifar,
and some other high-
ranking officials were
present during the
opening ceremonies
on behalfof President
Rouhani.

The first phase of
the South Aluminum
Complex can produce
up to 120 tons of
ingots a day, which is
going to beincreased
t0 300,000 tonsayear.
Defense, aviation, car-
making, construction,
packaging, and cable
industries will use its
products. The factory
was made with 186,000
billion rials ($1.2
billion).

The new terminal of
Lamerd Airporthastwo
flighthalls for domestic

and international
flights, and two transit
halls for domestics and
international flights.
400 billion rials were
invested in making the
terminal.

Haj-Heydar Hospital
was made with 1,200
billion rials and in 7
years. Ithas operations
theater, laboratory,
radiology, dialysis,
physiotherapy, laundry,
administrative,
pharmacy, men, women,

and emergency wards.
Shahid Qasem
Soleimani sports

complexwas completed
in 24 months. And it
has Futsal, handball,
hockey, volleyball,
and basketball
multifunctional courts,
swimming pools, sauna,
Jacuzziand swimming
poolfor children.

stated that the development of
science and technology in the
field ofaerospaceisIran’slegal
right, emphasizing that “the
Noor satellite is for peaceful
purposesand hasbeenlaunched
in line with Iran's defense
policy."On Wednesday morning,
the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) successfully putNoor (light) into orbit.

INShENe
homegrownsatellitewaslaunched withathree-stage satellite carrier,
dubbed Qassed (messenger), fromalaunch padin Dasht-e Kavir,a
largedesertincentral Iran.

NEWS

Philippine President
Duterte Threatens
Martial Law after

Soldiers on Coronavirus
ReliefWork Killed

TEHRAN (Tasnim) - Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte angrily threatened to declare martial law
afteraccusing communistrebels ofkillingtwo soldiers
who were escorting food and cash deliveries duringa
coronavirus quarantine.

Duterte also approved during a meeting with his
Cabinet extending the lockdown in metropolitan
Manilaand several provinces and cities up to May 15,
presidential spokesman Harry Roque said Friday. A
lockdown inthe main northern Luzonregion of more
than 50 million people was setto expire on April 30.
“I'mwarningeverybody and puttingthe armed forces
and the police onnotice thatImight declare martial
law. There will be no turning back,” Duterte said in
atelevised speech beamed nationwide. “I' have two
more years.[willtry to finishall of you, including you
thelegal (fronts),youshould goand hide”, AP reported.

Iran Receiving Noor
Satellite Signals, Planning
New Launch into Higher
Orbit: Commander

Commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
Aerospace Force said several earth stations across
Iran havereceived signals from the homegrown ‘Noor’
satellite thatwaslaunched into space on Wednesday,
uanveiling plans for thelaunch of another satellite into
ahigherorbit.

Speaking at a televised interview on Thursday,
Brigadier General Amir Ali Hajizadeh said the Noor
satellitehasbeen placedintoits orbitandiscirclingthe
Earth once every 90 minutes.

Theland stationsin Tehran, Zahedan and Chabahar
have received signals from the satellite, the
commander noted, saying the initial configurations
will be over within the next few days and the Iranian
satellite will become fully operational.
Providingadescription of the multiple-stage satellite
carrier thatsentNoorinto space, the general said the
engine of the satellite carrier for the firststage hasbeen
developed by the Defense Ministry, used liquid fuel and

which is called by IRGC . of world’s health ministers and coronaexperiences, he stressed. isthe same enginein the ground-to-ground missiles.
ChiefCommander Major Iranachieves gl()bal expounded acomprehensivereport Elsewhereinhisremarks,thehealth Hajizadeh said the IRGCis going to employ solid fuel
General Hossein Salami onthesituation of COVID-19inthe minister pointed to the reduced inthe nextlaunches, saying such fuel will decrease the

success in containing
COVID-19: Health

min.
Iranian Minister of Health Saeed

asagreatachievementfor
the elite force tomonitor
Earth from space has
received mixed reactions

size of the satellite carrier.

The commander finally noted thatthe IRGCis tryingto
launch the nextsatellite into space inanot-too-distant
future, sayingitwill be placed into a higher orbitand

Islamic Republic of Iran.

Speakingin atelevised interview,
he said, "in this meeting, Islamic
Republic of [ran was named as one

fatality and death rate, caused by
corona, to one-third in the country
and added, “the number of confirmed
cases to coronavirus has decreased

frominternational media. Namaki said on Thu. that Islamic of world’s six countries selected for by 40 percentinthe country as well.” have greater efficiency.
FM Spoxadvises Republic of Iran ge;ined salient transferringexperiencesinthefield Once these achievements are The IRGC successfully put Noor (light) into orbiton
US officials: Read achievements in the field of C°fCOVID-19andthisisagreathonor continued atthe same rateinthe Wednesday morning. The homegrown satellite was
books containing and curbing coronavirus forthe.Islamiclr:iln." country, it will be a rechd in the launched with athree-stage satellite carri.er,dubbed
Forei Ministr global pandemic. Islamic Republic of Iran has been international arena, Iranian Health Qassed (messenger), from alaunch pad in Dasht-e
S;Eilegsnman IXLSba}; He pointed to the online meeting sele.cte(; fr(gln Ezcaster;l Me;iiterranefalri Minister Namaki highlighted. Kavir,alarge desertin central Iran.
region for the transfer of success
Mousaviontheoccasion of & " "
World Book Day, advised m
the US officials to read
books.
Ina Twitter message on oo Washington would target 52 cites, including cultural ones, in case
Friday, he said that"Today Ha.]lzadeh: [rantargeted US forces,” headded, saying, “Butwe responded to
isWorld BookDay, my free IRGC was l-eady to hit 400 thembyanattackon Ainal-Asad baseinIraq.”
adviceto US officials: Read 5 “The day, we attacked on Ain al-Asad, we thought the US forces
books!" tal'gets lfUS l'esponde(l would respond after 20 minutes, sowe were ready to attack 400

American targets,” Hajizadeh noted.
“Our planwas to attack 400 US targets ifthey responded,” he

Had the American
Leadersread notification

airstrike on Ain-al Asad

Referringto IRGC's airstrikes on US airbase, Ainal-Asad, inIrag,

books abt global . : added.
affairs,they'd have I(iommandeFr Ofthl(; I.slar;.lc RGevolutitl)qna.ryglg;rd“s Ccc)lr}:;ls (I%Gf:l)f Referring to the successful launch of the first military satellite
stopped making empty erospace rorce brigadieraeneral Amir Al Hajizaden said, by IRGC, he alsosaid, “Developed countries have suffered many

the USresponded to ourattackon Ainal-Asad, we would be ready
toattack400 American targets.”

Referringto thereactions of US officials to the launch of Iran’s first
military satellite into space, Hajizadeh said, “By assassinating Lt.
Gen. Soleimani, they wanted to show that they killed a symbol of
Resistance, and they were sure that Iran would notrespond to
theirattack”

“Butthentheyfeltsomewhatthreatened, sotheyannounced that

defeatsalongthe way, butwe succeededin the firststep.”

“The Islamic Republic of Iran has developed these capabilitiesin
recentyears and with the help of Almighty God we will take the
nextsteps quickly,” he said emphasizing solid-fuel launchersare
equipped with thelatesttechnologyin the world.

"Today, gaining access to space and usingitisnota choice.Itis
aninevitable necessity and we must find our place in space,” he

threatsagainstIran"THE
GREAT NATION"relying
onthefakesforjudgment
and outsourcing Iran
policy towarmongers, he
addedinhisaccount.

added.

“We have greatachievements
inthe field of missiles and defense in the world, and today we
have successfully entered the space arena.  have to say that the
obstacleshavebeenremoved from our pathand fromnow onwe
willmove faster,” IRGC commander said.



Iran determined to reach peaks of knowledge,

technology

[ran'sambassadorto RussiaKazem Jalalisaid thatIranisabsolutely determined to
reach the peaks ofknowledge and technology in the world and willnot wait forany

country'spermittodoso.

Referringto thelaunch ofthe Noorsatellite by the Islamic Revolution Guard Corps
(IRGC),KazemJalalisaid inatweeton Friday that the successfullaunch of the Noor

satellite,inaddition to showing another dimensions of the empowermentand self-

Spokesman
Decries US,
German Stances
on Iran Satellite
Launch

Iran Receiving Noor
Satellite Signals,
Planning New Launch
into Higher Orbit
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Employment Rate at
%37.8in Q4

Theemploymentratestood
at37.8% (23.43 million)
inthe fourth quarter ofthe
currentlranianyear (Dec.
22,2019-March 19),down
0.4% compared with the
same quarter of the last
Iranianyear, according to
theStatistical CenterofIran.
Employment is defined
aspersonsofworkingage
engaged in any activity to
produce goods or provide
services for pay or profit,
whether at work during
the reference period
or not at work due to a
temporary absence from
ajob, or toworking-time
arrangement.
Employmentratesformen
and women were 63%
and 12.7%, respectively
(19.51 million men and
3.92millionwomen).Itwas
36.9%or17.44millionin
urbanareasand 40.8% or
5.98millioninruralareas.

confidence ofIran's youth, sends the message thatIran's determination to reach the peaks of

10000 Rials knowledge andtechnologyisseriousand itwillnotwaitforany country."
. Jalalialsonoted thatthe Noorsatellite will serve the development of science and technology in the civilian
SaturdayN,Ap;;I?,ZS 2020 sector; intelligence monitoringand defense deterrence.”
0.

Iran’s ‘resistance economy’: the post-

corona wish ofthe West’s silent majority

Russian parliament voices support for Iran's

satellite launch

UN Chiefurges all members to strive as one for

Head of the International Affairs Committee of the

Russian Duma (Parliament) Leonid Slutsky, along with

the Senate and the Russian government, rejected the

US claim thatIran had violated the Security Council

resolutionsbylaunchingthe "Noor 1-" military satellite

Iranian military satellite into space, which
does notviolate the Security Council
resolution, are true because they donot
have nuclearammunition. We must pay
attention to the fact that the concept
of military satellite does not mean the
weaponisinstalled.

healthy, equitable, peaceful future

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterresin

hismessage onthe International Day of Multilateralism

and Diplomacy for Peace, 24 April, called on all people to

striveasonetorealize the UN founders’vision ofahealthy,

equitable, peacefuland moresustainable future forall.

into space.

Slutsky added thatthe conceptofmilitary
satellite doesnotmean carrying military
weapons, and such an interpretation of
Iran's spaceaction wasimproper.
Lastnight, Konstantin Kosachev, head of
the International Affairs Commission of
the Federation Council (Russian Senate),
denied US allegations that Iran had
violated Security Council Resolution 2231
overits successfullaunch ofthe Noor 1
military satellite to Russia's Interfax news
agency thatnoresolution hasmadeIran
nottolaunch amilitary satellite.

He added that the remarks of Iranian
officialsaboutthelaunch ofthe Noor 1

Accordingto IRGC, ‘Noor Satellite’ the first
Iranian military satellite, waslaunched
fromathree-stage carrier Qased and was
placedin425-km orbit.
Itwillbeagreatachievementand anew
development for Iranin the aerospace
field.

Afterthelaunch ofthe firstmulti-purpose
satellite of the [slamic Republic of Iran,
whichisalso used for defense, Major-
General Hossein Salami on Wednesday
congratulated Iran's Leader and the
honorable people of Iran on this great
successand said thatsuccessfullaunch of
thissatellite, upgraded new dimensions of
the defense power ofthe Islamic Republic
ofIran,and by the grace of God, "the IRGC
joins spacetoday.”

'Iran is stronger
today in the Middle
East, America is

weaker'
Referringtothelaunch of IRGC’s
firstmilitary satellite into space,
the US Senator Chris Murphy
said thatIranis strongertoday
inthe Middle East,and America
isweakerthan 4 yearsago.
“Today we learned Iran has
launched its first military
satellite - more proof that
Trump's Iran policy just
strengthens Iran,” Murphy
wroteinaFriday tweet.
“Invirtually every way, Iranis
stronger today in the Middle
East,and Americais weaker

than4yearsago,”headded.

The US senator went on to
say thatIran was cooperating
with other forcesin the fight
againstISIL terrorists during
Obama tenure, claiming that
now "Iran and their proxies
are shootingat US troops on
a regular basis." Despite
Trump's claims, assassination
of General Soleimani has not
deterred Iran, he said. “Trump
blew up the nuclear deal and
promised tobuild anew system
of international pressure to
force the Iraniansinto anew,
betterdeal,” Murphyadded.

“Obviously, that failed
miserably. Nobody signed
up for the new sanctions &
Iran restarted their nuclear

program. And no new, better
deal,” henoted.

“Trump's policy of diplomatic
withdrawal, unilateral
economic sanctions, and
blind, non-strategic military
escalationhasdonenothingbut
playintolran'shands.Theyare
stronger, we are weaker. And
thelaunch ofthis satelliteisjust
more proof," the US Senator
stressed.

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC) has
successfully launched the
first military satellite by the
domestically-builtlauncher
Qassed (messenger) on
Wednesday morning and
placed itinto the orbitatan
altitude of 425km.

"The COVID-19 pandemic is a tragic
reminder of how deeply connected we
are. The virus knows no borders and
is a quintessential global challenge.
Combattingitrequiresustoworktogether
asone human family", the message noted.
Guterres stated, "We must do all we can
tosavelives and ease the economicand
social devastation. Crucially, we need to
draw the appropriate lessons about the
vulnerabilities and inequalities the virus
haslaid bare, and mobilize investments
in education, health systems, social
protection,andresilience.”
"Thisisthebiggestinternational challenge
since the Second World War. Yet even
before this test, the world was facing other
profound transnational perils - climate
changeaboveall. Butmultilateralismis not

onlyamatterof confronting shared threats;
itisaboutseizingcommon opportunities.
We now have the opportunity to build back
better thanin the past,aimingatinclusive
and sustainable economies and societies.",
UN Secretary-General highlighted.
Elsewhere Guterres underlined, "It is
not enough to proclaim the virtues of
multilateralism; we must continue to show
itsadded value. International cooperation
mustadaptto changing times. We need a
networked multilateralism, strengthening
coordination amongall global multilateral
organizations, withregional ones able
to make theirvital contributions; and an
inclusive multilateralism, based on deep
interaction with civil society, businesses,
localand regional authorities, and other
stakeholders...where the voice of youthis
decisiveinshapingour future.”

"At this key moment for international
cooperation, and in this 75th anniversary
year of the United Nations, let us strive
asone torealize the founders’ vision of
ahealthy, equitable, peaceful and more
sustainable future for all.", the UN chief
concluded.

Russiadismisses
US claiming Iran
launch of satellite
contradicts UNSC
Resolution 2231

Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
on Thursday dismissed the US
claim thatIran violated the UN
Security Council Resolution 2231
withthelaunch of military satellite
'Noor 1'asunfounded, saying that
the move in no way contradicts
theresolution on the country's
nuclear program.

Addressing anews conference

in Tehran on Thursday, she
said that this would not be the
firsttime thatanation thathas
flagrantly breached the norms
ofinternationallaw and violated
the UNSC resolution 2231 is
trying to deflect international
condemnation by baseless
accusations against Iran and
its incompliance with the
requirements of the Security
Council.The  spokeswoman
underlined thattheresolution, as
wellasthe JCPOAregulating the
Iraniannuclear program,innoway
restricts [ran'srightsand abilities
to explore space for peaceful
purposes.US claim that Iran's
space missiles can carry nuclear

weapon is baseless, Zakharova
said, reiteratingthatIranhasnever
produced nuclear weapons and
will never have such weaponsin
future.On April 22, Iranlaunched
its first military satellite named
Noor-1 (or Light). The satellite
wasplacedintoanorbitof425km.
Iran has undergone nuclear
inspections more thanany other
country, as the International
Atomic Energy Agency has on
several occasions verified peaceful
nature of [ran's nuclear program,
shesaid, noting thatthe inspectors
are currently continuing their
jobintheIranian centers round
the clock despite coronavirus
outbreak.
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