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Iraq keenonjoint venture
investment with Iran to

produce pharmaceuticals
-Iraqi Health Minister Jaafar Sadiq Allawisaid on

Wednesday ,April 22 , 2020, No. 481

TuesdayIraqiskeenonjointventureinvestment
with Iranto produce pharmaceuticals.

Allawi made the remarksin ameeting held in
Baghdad with Iran's Ambassador to Iraq Iraj
Masjedi.

Thelraqiminister called onthe Iranian companies
to participateinthejointventure investmentin
pharmaceutical products.

The two sides reviewed ways to cooperate on
healthand environment.

Thetwo officials furtherdiscussed the coronavirus
pandemicand its negative impacts on economic
cooperationand cross-bordertrade.

The deadly coronavirus radiating from Wuhan,
China, in December 2019 has affected over
2,480,000 peopleacross the world, killing more
than 170,000 people; whilein Iran the number of
deadisover5,100andinlraqis82.

Iranian metal and ore section

reinvestsrls 150 trillion

Figures indicate that Iranian metal and ore
companiesallocated rls 150 trillion from their
profitlastlranianyearto developinvestmentinthe
samesection.

Metalsand ores constituted 22 percent of Iranian
stock market, while the same sectionhada 36
percentshareinprofitgenerated in the market,
IRNA's economic correspondentreported on
Tuesday:.

Evaluations suggestthat while undistributed
profitsamountsto 37 percentofthe whole market
income, the figureis 49 percent for metal and ore
section.

Iranian Minesand Mining Industries Development
and Renovation Organization (IMIDRO) last
Iranianyear (March 2019-March 2020) instructed
big companiesin mining section toreinvesttheir
income.

The policyled toreinvestment of 150 trillion
Iranian Rials of the profitthose companies made
lastyear, from which 126 trillion Rialswasrealized
by Mobarakeh Steel Company and National Iranian
CopperIndustry Co.

IMIDRO, after theappointmentofthenew CEOlast
December, putdesigning ofamanagementcontrol
system on big companies on agenda to make
investmentapriority.

National Iranian Copper Industry Co.last year
reporteda125percentincreaseinsalescompared
tothe previous period.

Afghandrivers, merchants’visa
problem settled: official

Iranian Commercial Envoy to Afghanistan
Mohammad MehdiJavanmard Ghasab on Tue. said
thatthevisaproblem of Afghandriversandtraders
hasbeensettled.

Given thesignificance of trade between the two
countries ofIranand Afghanistan, issuance of visa
for Afghan traders, industrialists, and drivers for
enteringthe territory of the Islamic Republic of
Iran was settled after necessary follow-ups made
by Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Industry Ministry,
Trade Promotion Organization of Iran (TPOI)
and Iranian Embassy to Afghanistan,headded.He
wentontosay thatvisaissuance for Afghandrivers
and merchants resumed after two-month hiatus.
Turningtothevisarequirementsof Afghan’strades
andindustrialists, he stated, “visawill beissued for
Afghan’stradersand industrialists for air travel
provided thatthey should win health certificatein
thefield of non-infectionto COVID-19.”

Shahid Mofateh Street, Ahmad Abad

Square, Isfahan, Iran
Tel:031-32274500

Public Relations: 031-32274754

website: esfahan-news.com
SMS:30007232

Trumpis deceiving the global oil market:

Expert

The United Stateswantstobringnewfactors

intothe oil marketand force Saudi Arabia

and Russia to trilateral cooperation to

resolve this crisis,aseniorpolitical analyst

told ILNA.

Sabah Zanganeh
who used to
serve as Iran's
ambassador to
the Organization

U
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of Islamic

EEEE Cooperation

(0IC) said in an
exclusive interview with
ILNAnewsagency thatthe
United Statesis effectively
playinganinfluential role
inthe global oil market.
He pointed that US oil
price now is below
zero for the first time
but adding “This is a
deception from the United
States because real oil
entering the market is
very different from what
istraded on paper”
“Infact, the United States
istempting many Saudi

and Russian customers
tomove tothe US market,
sayingits oil prices have
fallen sharply.”

Referring to the US2020
presidential elections, the
experton International
Affairs confirmed thatthe
United States will notlet
major US oil companies
that have spent $ 100
billion on shaleand West
Texas oil to leave the

“Because they are
supporters of Trump's
election campaign, and
for him, it's like political
suicide,” Zanganehadded.
“So the situation will
be different evenin the
next 2 or 3 months and
US president wants the
election to go smoothly,”
Zanganeh said.

Accordingtoreports, US
oil prices crashed into

firsttimeinhistoryasthe
evaporation of demand
caused by the coronavirus
pandemicleft the world
awash with oil and not
enough storage capacity
—meaningproducersare
paying buyers to take it off
theirhands.

West Texas Intermediate,
the USbenchmark, traded
aslowas-$40.32abarrel
in a day of chaos in oil

scene. negative territory forthe markets.
U.S. crude futures wasdown 20 cents,or 0.8%, Texas Intermediate (WTI) balance.

..o at$25.37 perbarrel. contract,isnowexpectedtobe Supply and inventories are
turn POSltl"e after “Demand destruction from fullwithinamatterofweeks. expected to tighten in the
historic slide, COVID-19willseeaslower Followingthe collapseinoil secondhalfoftheyear, while
Brentdips than expected reopening prices,U.S.PresidentDonald “severe storage distress

U.S.oil pricesrecovered on
Tuesday to trade in positive
territory after sinking below
$0 for the firsttime ever, but
international benchmark
Brent dipped as demand
for crude slumps amid the
coronavirus pandemic.

U.S. West Texas Intermediate
(WTI) crude for May delivery
CLclwasup $39.00 in thin
tradeat$1.37 abarrelby 0356
GMT after settlingdown ata
discountof$37.63 abarrelin
the previous session.

The May contract expires on
Tuesday and the more-active
June contract CLc2 rose 96
cents, or 4.7%, to $21.39 a
barrel.

Global benchmark Brent
crude for June delivery LCo1

of the U.S. economy,” said
Edward Moya, senior market
analyst at broker OANDA,
predictingaweak period for
oil prices. “The WTI crude
June contract was able to
hold the $20 a barrel level
andis seeingamodest gain
following the painful rollover
ofthe May contract.”

0Oil prices have skidded
as travel restrictions and
lockdowns to contain the
spread of the coronavirus
curbed global fuel use,
with demand down 30%
worldwide. Thathasresulted
in growing crude stockpiles
with storage space becoming
harderto find.

The main U.S. storage hub
in Cushing, Oklahoma, the
delivery pointforthe U.S. West

Trump said on Monday that
his administration was
considering halting Saudi
crude oilimports asaway to
help the U.S.drillingindustry.
“Today it’s pretty clear that
amajorissueinthe market
isaglutinthe United States
andlack of storage capacity,”
said Michael McCarthy,
chief marketstrategist, CMC
Marketsin Sydney.

Faced with the situation, the
Organization ofthe Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC)
anditsalliesincluding Russia,
agroupingknownas OPEC+,
have agreed to cutoutputby
9.7 million barrels per day
(bpd).Butthatwill not take
place before May,and the size
ofthe cutisnotviewed asbig
enough to restore market

likely to drive wild price
realizations,”inthe next4-6
weeks, Citi Research said in
anote.

Meanwhile, U.S. crude
inventories were expected
torisebyabout 16.1 million
barrelsinthe week to April
17 after posting the biggest
one-week build in history,
according to five analysts
polled by Reuters. Analysts
expected gasoline stocks to
riseby 3.7 million barrelslast
week.

The American Petroleum
Institute is settorelease its
dataat4:30 p.m. (2030 GMT)
on Tuesday, and the weekly
report by the U.S. Energy
Information Administration
is due at 10:30 a.m. on
Wednesday.
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Qom province's exports exceed
220S$Smn per annum

The producers of the central
[ranian province of Qomexported
about 290,000 tons of non-oil
products worth $220 million
duringthelastfiscal year (ended
March 19),asenior official said.

Chairman of the provincial
Industry, Mine and Trade
Organization, Mahmoud Sijani,
saidadded that metal products,
plastics, copperwire, mechanical
tools, cereals, synthetic fiber
and chemical products were
respectively the main exports
ofthe province in the lastyear.
Iraq, India, Turkey, Afghanistan,

the UAE, Vietnam, Pakistan,
Uzbekistan, Azerbaijanand China
were the top ten destinations of
Qom’s exports during the same
period, he added.There are
currently 2,300 operational
industrial facilities in Qom
province.Sijani further said that
some 61,000 tons ofgoods worth
$283 million wereimported into
the province during the same
period, whichincludedvehicles,
equipment, electronicmeansand
otheritems.He noted that China,
Turkey, South Korea, the UK, the
UAE, Italy, India, Iraq.
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What's News
8% Declinein
Aluminum Iran’s
Output
Iranian  aluminum
producers had an
aggregate output

of 275,716 tons of
aluminum ingots
duringthelastIranian
year that ended on
March 19,2020, which
indicatesan8%decrease
compared with last
year's corresponding
period, the Iranian
Mines and Mining
Industries Development
and Renovation
Organization's latest
reportshows.
Flagship producerIran
Aluminum Company
(IRALCO) accounted
for 177,348 tons of the
total output, postinga
4%growthyear-on-year.
It was followed by
Hormozal Aluminum
Company with 46,694
tons, down 40% YOY;
Almahdi Aluminum
Company with 42,059
tons, down 20% YOY;
and Iran Alumina
Company with 9,615
tons (no data on YOY
changes).

Gold Marketto

Reopen'Today
Iran’s gold market will
reopen on Monday
following a month-
long hiatus due to
restrictions ordered
by the government on
almost all businesses
toimpede spread of the
coronavirus.
According to Ebrahim
Mohammadvali, head
of Tehran Gold and
Jewelry Union, all gold
andjewelry shops can
resume business from
today.

However, they must
observe health and
safety protocols
announced by Health
Ministry, IRNAreported.
Withregardtoworking
hours, Mohammadvali
said gold shopsinmalls
canremain open until
6:00 p.mbutthereare
no timingrestrictions
on shops in the main
bazaars.

Opening of the gold
marketisinlinewiththe
government’s decision
to relax the corona
restrictivemeasuresand
allowlowand medium-
risk businesses to
resumework.
Mohammadvali had
said earlier that the
extended  closures
had undermined the
precious metal market.
The restrictions,
however, had injected
newlifeinto online gold
trading.



above 90 knots and high-tech hulls. they utilize desalination plants,
IRGC Extends Range OfNaval “The speed of our vesselsis three times that of American while Iran has abundant

Missiles to 700 km vessels,” he said. domesticresources.

Commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) ~ Thecommanderalsowarned the USagainstanywrongmovein  In a statement on Sunday,
Navy said his forces have developed homegrownnaval missiles ~ the Persian Gulf.“We haverepeatedly pointeditouttolslamic = the IRGC Navy refuted the
witharange of 700 kilometers. countries thatthe Persian Gulfisaclosed seawithanareaof American account of what
Inremarks on Monday, Rear Admiral Ali Reza Tangsirisaid 250,000 squarekilometers, and ifanythinghappenstothe happened in an encounter
thelocal military experts have manufactured varioustypesof ~huclear-poweredwarships, therewillbenolivingorganismor  between theIranianforcesandthe
naval missiles with ranges ofup to 700 kilometers. cleanwaterintheregionforatleast10to12years.” US terroristsin the northern parts of the
Healso pointed to the IRGC Navy’s success inmanufacturing Rear Admiral Tangsirialsowarnedthe Persian Gulf Arabstates  Persian Gulfon April 15, sayingthe USFifth Fleethas provided
military vessels capable of carryinghelicopters, sayingvarious ~ thatanyaccidentfor the foreignnuclear-poweredvesselsin  an“untrue, purposefuland Hollywood-style” description of
homegrown vessels have been developed with velocities  the Persian Gulfwill be highly dangerous for them, because  theevent.

End offederalism!?

NEWS

Iran
Working C ti

. American columnist Stephen Lendman
withUNto . believesthatthe federal syI;tem intheUSis Popera. lon,
End Yemeni onthepathtobreakdown. fl‘lelldShlp alll()llg
g"‘t’%’l‘{s countries the only way

uriering: ° °
Zavit “The US is its forregional security:

Iran’s  Foreign
Minister
Mohammad Javad
Zarif outlined the
measures taken
by the Islamic
Republic to
promote peace
in the region and
said the countryis
working with the
UNtoputanendto
the suffering of the
Yemenipeople.
“Our regional
peace &
counterterrorism
efforts: Today I
metw/Pres. Assad
& FM of Syria
ahead of Astana
ministerial video
conference,” Zarif
tweeted late on
Monday.

“Re Afghanistan,
our Special Rep
has met with all
sides in Kabul
in past days. On
Yemen, our Special
Rep working with
UN & Yemenis to
end suffering,” he
added.

Saudi Arabia
and a number
of its regional
allies launched
a devastating
campaign against
Yemen in March
2015, with the
goal of bringing
the government
of fugitive former
president  Abd
Rabbuh Mansour
Hadibackto power
and crushing the
Houthi Ansarullah
movement.

The US-based
Armed Conflict
Location and
Event Data
Project (ACLED),
a nonprofit
conflict-research
organization,
estimates thatthe
war has claimed
morethan 100,000
lives since then.
The top Iranian
diplomattraveled
to Damascus on
Monday to hold
talks with the Arab
country’s officials
ahead ofameeting
between Iran,
Russia, and Turkey
on Syriascheduled
to be held on
Wednesday via
video conference.

own worst
enemy. [tsrage
to dominate
is self-

NEWS destructive,”

_HEZE  Lendman tells

the Tehran
Times.
Andrew Gawthorpe,
a historian of the
United States at
Leiden University
in the Netherlands,
also says federalism
has become another
casualty of Trump and
the coronavirus.
“Many American
institutions and
traditions have been
challenged in the era
of Donald Trump. The
latestis federalism, the
ideathat power should
be shared between the
federal government
and the states,”
Gawthorpe wrotein the
Guardianon April 18.
Lendman also says,
“Imperial USA will
crumble like all other
empiresin history.It’s
just a matter of time,
its counterproductive
policies hasteningits
decline.”
Following is the text
of the interview with

Lendman:
The neo-liberalism
paradigm seems

to be failing in the
US at the moment.
Different states
are holding diverse
positionsin terms of
Trumps'anti-corona
policies. Many of
these states oppose
those policiesinsofar
as Illinois governor
ordered cargos of
masks from China
secretly without
informing the federal
government. Itseems
that federalism is
onthedeclineinthe
US after almost 3
centuries. Is it true
tosay thatthe golden
age of federalism in
the USisover?

The scourge of
neoliberalism hasbeen
US-led Western policy
since whatland others
calltheneoliberal 90s.
It’s all about
transferring wealth
from ordinary people
to privileged ones.
It’s been especially
harmful since 9/11,
a pretext for the US to
wage war on humanity
at home and abroad
by hotor other means,

notably against
sovereign nations the
US doesn’t control like
China, Russia, and Iran.
COVID-19 is being
used by the Trump
regime and its
Western counterparts

to inflict greater
hardshipson ordinary
people — notably
greater poverty,

unemployment,
underemploymentand
erosion of human and
civil rights.

It’s also a plot
aimed at China to
thwart its economic,
financial, industrial,
and technological
development — aiming
to prevent the country
from becoming the
dominant economic
and political powerin
theyearsahead.

I believe the scheme
will fail. China, Russia,
Iran, and other
countries arerising, the
USisdeclining.
Because of this reality,
dark forces in the US
are trying anything
to retain dominance
they’relosing to other
countries.

It hasn’t worked and I
doubtwill ahead.

By federalism, I
think you mean
neoliberalism and
power concentrated in
Washington.

US dominance isn’t
over but its fading,
why I believe the 21st
century already is
multi-polar, no single
country to dominate all
others, notably notlike
inthe 20th century.
Imperial USA will
crumble like all other
empiresin history. It’s
just a matter of time,
its counterproductive
policies hastening its
decline.

Whether or not
countries remain
intact or separate
into smaller nation-
states, local autonomy
will gain strength
in countries where

central authorities
inflict harm on
ordinary people like
the US and other
Western countries
operate.

We've seen a similar
mindset among
the people of other
Western nations.
Brexit could be
underlined as an
example. The Scottish
independence
referendum, recent
events in Spanish
Catalonia and so on.
Is Western post-world
war II civilization
disintegrating? Is
thisanewrationality
thatbreaks Western
civilization into
a new mental and
geographical order?
History always evolves
over time. US policies
are so harmful to most
people everywhere
thattheiragendacan’t
stand the test of time
forever.

What can’t go on
forever, won’t. The US
isitsown worstenemy.
Itsrage to dominate is
self-destructive.

It’s just a matter of
when its dominance
ends. It's coming.
What changes the
central government
may make to keep
statesunited?

The US uses fear-
mongering, war-
mongering, and
establishment media
propaganda to promote
itsagenda, including
control over its 50
states.

The UsS 10th
Amendment affords
to the 50 states and
their people powers
not delegated to
Washington by the
Constitution.

It gives the states great
latitude on policies
they can institute,
constraining them as
well.

In theory, some of the
states could break
away and establish a

separate nation.
California’s GDP ranks
it as the world’s 5th
largest economy. If
federal power inflicts
unacceptable harm on
ordinary people for
an extended duration,
it’'s possible thatsome
states could break away
similar to how empires
lose control over
nations that declare
theirindependence.
Many theorists believe
that Trump’s policies,
overall, will bring an
end to the American
empire. What's your
take on this theory?
Can the social rupture
inthe US accelerate this
process?

US presidents are
figureheads, agendas
setfor them.

A cardboard cutout
could sit in the Oval
Office as president
and it  wouldn’t
change a thing. Every
US president since at
least the 1980s has
been worse than their
predecessors based
on their foreign and
domesticpolicies.

I expect whoever
succeeds Trump in
2021 or 2025 will
be worse than him, a
dismal prospect. At
this time, he exceeds
the villainy of all his
predecessorsin both
domestic and foreign
policies. He's also
a bombastic, self-
centered narcissistic
geopolitical know-
nothing and failed
businessman who went
bankruptatleastfour
times.

Because of the above-
explained long-term
trend, the USis growing
weaker on the world
stage. It's hastening
itsown decline which
Ibelieveisinevitable.
The  wildcard is
possible WW 11l by
accidentordesign.
Iflaunched and waged
with nuclear weapons,
we're all doomed.

President Rouhani

- Referring to the difficult conditions in the world
duetotheoutbreakof coronavirus, Iran’s president
said, "We hope that these difficult conditions
make some realize thatthey need toreconsider
their mistakes and base theiractions on human
interactions.”

Inatelephone conversation with the Emir of Kuwait,
Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani emphasized
cooperation ofregional countriesin the fightagainst
coronavirus,andadded, "The Islamic Republichas
gained good experiencesin this field and isready
to transfer its experiences to friendly countries,
including Kuwait".

Dr.Rouhanialsoappreciated the efforts of the Emir
of Kuwait for stable conditionsin the region,and
said, "l emphasize thatthere isno way to ensure
security and stability in the region except through
cooperationand friendshipamongthe countries of
theregionitself".

"Weareready to work together to ensure security
and stability intheregion and the world, as well as
tofightcoronavirusintoday's critical conditions," he
said,adding, "We expectour friend, Kuwait, to take
standstowardsregionalissuesand also the United
States'improperbehaviour®.
Dr.Rouhanidescribed therelations between Iran
and Kuwait brotherly and friendly and added,
"We areinterested in these relations to be more
cordialand friendly and we are ready to develop
cooperation".

The Presidentalso congratulated the government
and people of Kuwaitonthearrival ofthe holymonth
of Ramadaninadvance.

Inthetelephone conversation, the Emir of Kuwait
said that we are brothers and we should be
together,adding, "Today, we are all in a difficult
situation andin orderto overcome this situation,
wemustcooperate with each otherand develop our
communication”.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Jaber Al-Sabah welcomed
theinitiative presented by Iran to provide security
intheregion called the "Hormuz Peace Endeavour”
and said, "Kuwait's positions have always been for
peaceand wehope some of our friendsand brothers
intheregionwillbehave wisely".Appreciatinglran's
behaviourand takinglogical positionsonimportant
regional and international issues, the Emir of
Kuwaitwelcomed Iran's readiness to transferits
experiencein combatting coronavirustohis country
and emphasized the developmentand deepening
ofrrelationsinallfields".Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabahalso congratulated the government
andpeople oflran onthearrival ofthe holy month of
Ramadaninadvance.

Representatives of
Astana guarantors to hold
trilateral talks tomorrow

Astanapeace process guarantors (Russia, Iran,
Turkey) foreign ministers will hold a round of
negotiations on Syriaviavideo conference on April
22,the Russian Foreign Ministry told TASS.

"We confirm thattrilateral ministerial Astana peace
talks on Syria will be held on April 22 viavideo
conference," Russian Foreign Ministry said.

These talks will be held remotely online for the first
time.Earlier on Monday, Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarifata meeting with Syrian
President Basharal-Assad announced that the
trilateral talks focused on Syria’s constitutional
committee and developmentsinthe Syrian province
ofldlibwould be held shortly.The latest round of
Astanatalkstookplace on December10-11,2019
in Nur-Sultan. The next meeting was planned for
March 2020, however, the meeting was postponed
dueto the coronavirus pandemic.




Irannotto leave friends alone in hard

times: Vaezi

Iranian President's Chiefof StaffMahmoud Vaezihighlighted the country’s
strategies amid the coronavirus pandemicbattle, saying thatIran willnot
leaveitsfriendsinhard times.“The quality of friendshipistested inharttimes,
and Iranwillnotleaveits friends alone in this situation,” Vaezi wrote on his
Instagramlate on Monday,implying the need forall-outcooperation between
the countries to contain the coronavirus pandemic.Commemorating the national

10000 Rials

day oftherenowned 13th-century Iranian poet, Saadi Shirazi,whois mostwell-known for
itsmorallessons, Vaezisaid thatIraniansstill believe inideals portrayed by Saadi, who considered
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B nurses in front-line of
IRGC Extends Range fighting coronavirus
of Naval Missiles to The deputy health
7001(111 minister for nursing said

on Monday that 80,856
B nurses, equal to 65
percentofthenursesin

i

TPmHPISdecel“llg the publicsection, arein
theglobal oil market; the front-line of looking
Expert after coronavirus patients.

o Maryam Hazrati said in

e — avideo press conference ‘
CALLTOPRAYER TIME INISFAHAN that the number does not
Mornins call to praver : include the nurses ofthe
[LL) s pray hospitals Armed Forces,
04:58:46 banks, charity, and the
Noon call to prayer : private sector.Hazrati
13:01:45 said thatlastmonth 4,456
. itedand
Evenin gc all to prayer: nurseswererecruite
3,055 nursesvolunteered
19:56:34

to work in hospitals
allocated to coronavirus
hospitals.Shewentonto
say thatthe nurses who
had arecord of physical
problems, had children,
or had weak immune
systems were included
in the program to fight
coronavirus.

T e

WEATHER

High:22°c
Low:10°%c

Trump says he will suspend all immigration into

U.S. over coronavirus

hisadvisershave spentthefirstthreeyears
ofhistenure crackingdown onbothlegal
andillegal entriesinto the country. Crowds

PresidentDonald Trump said on Monday he will suspend
allimmigration into the United States temporarily

O
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U.S. erude futures turn positive after
historicslide, Brentdips

Coronavirus Becoming Deadlier: Study

accordingto the Post.
Theresearcherswarned thatjustbecause
the mutations were milder,itdidn't mean
there wasalowriskof mortality,

The novel coronavirus has mutated into atleast 30

different strains, which could have very deadly

complicationsforthe pandemic,anew study found.

through an executive order in response to the

coronavirus outbreakand to protect Americanjobs.

The move, which the Republican president
announced on Twitter, effectively achieves
a long-term Trump policy goal to curb
immigration, makinguse ofthe health and
economiccrisisthathassweptthe countryas
aresultofthe pandemictodoso.

The decision drew swift condemnation
from some Democrats, who accused the
presidentofcreatingadistraction from what
theyviewasaslowand faultyresponsetothe
coronavirus.

Trump said he was takingaction to protect
the U.S.workforce. Millions of Americansare
suffering unemployment after companies
shed employeesamid nationwidelockdowns
tostopthe contagion.
“InlightoftheattackfromtheInvisible Enemy,
aswellastheneedto protectthejobsofour
GREAT American Citizens, [will be signing
an Executive Order to temporarily suspend
immigrationintothe United States,” Trump
saidinatweet.

The White House declined to offer further
details about the reasoning behind the
decision, itstiming, oritslegal basis.

“As our country battles the pandemic, as
workers put their lives on the line, the
Presidentattacksimmigrants&blamesothers
for his own failures”, former Democratic
presidential candidate Amy Klobuchar said
inatweet.

Immigrationislargelyhalted into the United
Statesanyway thankstoborderrestrictions
andflightbans putinplaceasthevirusspread
acrosstheglobe.
Buttheissueremainsaneffectiverallyingcry
for Trump’ssupporters.

Trump won the White Housein 2016 in part
onapromiseto curbimmigrationbybuilding
awallonthe U.S.borderwith Mexico.Heand

regularly chant “Build the Wall!” at Trump’s
politicalrallies, which arenowidled because
ofthevirus.

Trump haslamented the economicfallout
ofthe outbreak; his stewardship ofthe U.S.
economy was settobe his key argument for
re-electionin November.

The U.S. death toll from the virus topped
42,000 0nMonday,accordingtoaReuterstally.
TheU.S.economyhascometoanearstandstill
because ofthe pandemic; morethan22 million
peopleapplied forunemploymentbenefitsin
thelastmonth.

“You cut off immigration, you crater our
nation’salready weakened economy,’ former
Democratic presidential candidate Julian
Castrosaidinatweet.“Whatadumbmove.”
The United States has the world’s largest
number of confirmed coronavirus cases, with
morethan 780,000 infections,up 27,000 on
Monday.

Butthe presidenthasmadeapointofsaying
thepeakhad passedandhasbeenencouraging
U.S.statestoreopentheireconomies.
“Itmakes sense to protectopportunities for
our workforce while this pandemic plays
out,” said Thomas Homan, Trump’s former
acting director of U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement. “It’sreally notabout
immigration. [t’saboutthe pandemicand
keeping our country safer while protecting
opportunities forunemployed Americans.”
The United Statesinmid-March suspendedall
routinevisaservices,bothimmigrantandnon-
immigrant,inmostcountriesworldwide due
tothe coronavirusoutbreakinamovethathas
potentiallyimpacted hundreds ofthousands
ofpeople.

U.S.missions have continued to provide
emergency visa services as resources
allowedandasenior State Department official
inlate March said U.S. wasready work with
peoplewhowerealreadyidentified asbeing
eligibleforvarioustypesofvisas,includingone
formedical professionals.

A team of Chinese researchers from
Zhejiang University say there are tens of
strains of the virus, known as SARS-COV-2.
Strains within China were some of the
most dangerous and resembled ones
thatspread across Europe, reported the
South China Morning Post, the Daily Mail
reported.

Meanwhile, the weaker strains appeared
tolargely congregate within the US.
Theauthorssay their findings are the first
toshow thatthe mutation could affectthe
severity ofillness.

It comes on the heels of areport that
America was hit with strains of the
coronavirus from both Europe and China.
For the study, published on the preprint
service medRxiv.org on Sunday, the team
analyzed viral strains from 11 Chinese
coronavirus patients.

The Postreported that, next, they tested
how effectively the virus could infectand
killhuman cells.

Surprisingly, the team found some ofthe
deadliestmutationsinZhejiang, where the
universityislocated.

These mutations had alsobeen seenin
several hard-hit European countries such
asltalyand Spain - before spreadingto the
USepicenter New York.

Additionally, the mostaggressive strains
could createdupto 270 timesas much viral
load astheleastpotenttype.

some of the milder mutations were the
varietieslargely found inthe US,including
Washington state, which could be the
strain that shutdown Wuhan, where the
virusoriginated.

'Sars-CoV-2 has acquired mutations
capable of substantially changing
its pathogenicity,' the authors wrote,

Two patientsinZhejiang, onein their 30s
and onein their 50s, became severely ill
after contracting weaker strains.
Although both recovered, the elder
patientrequired treatmentinahospital's
intensive care unit.

Researchersdetected about 30 mutations
intotal. About 60 percentofthem, or 19,
werenew.

The authors say that patients with
COVID-19, the disease caused by thevirus,
have beenreceiving the same treatment
athospital regardless of what strain they
have.

They say that strains may need different
effortsto fightthe virus.

'Drug and vaccine development, while
urgent, need to take the impactofthese
accumulating mutations...into account to
avoid potential pitfalls,' the researchers
said.

Worldwide, more than 2.45 million people
havebeeninfectedand morethan 168,000
peoplehavedied.

the US, there are more than 771,000
confirmed cases ofthe virus and more
than41,000 deaths.

Most Americans with coronavirus are
infected with a strain that came from
Europe - but the strain that shutdown
Wuhan, China spread on the West Coast,
recentresearch shows.

Coronavirus likely came to the US first
from Europe, circulating unseen among
New Yorkers for weeks before the state's
firstcase was diagnosed, and even before
itarrived in Washington state, where the
first American case was confirmed.

It's this European strain that's driven
the majority ofinfections in the US, now
concentrated in New York and the East
Coast, not the strain of the virus most
prevalentin China, according to anew
analysis of viral genomes by the Icahn
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai.
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