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IEast Azarbaijan province
exports S620m worthofglass

Head of East Azarbaijan Province Industry, Mine
and Trade office said the provinceis the glass hub of
Iran,adding thatover $620m worth ofglasshasbeen
exported duringthelastIranian calendaryear (ended

Sunday ,April 19, 2020, No. 478

onMarch19,2020).

Habib Aminzadehsaid inline withincreasingnon-oil
exports by 25% and reaching $4 billion, the affiliated
companies can materialize.

Headded thattwo productionunitsalso exported about

Tel: 031-32274500

SMS:30007232

Public Relations: 031-32274754

President Rouhani calls for plans to

ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News
60 percentoftheir products,includingglass, mirrorand
reflex glasses, whichwas 300,000 tons valued at $620 ° ° L d l
million. minimnmize cruae Sa CS Unseen Rush
He called for taking somelegal, logical and suitable for Shasta
decisions forincreasing capacitiesand employment Shares

aswell.
Iranian companyreplaces

President Hassan Rouhaniin aphone call

with Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh called

Shasta IPO Draws
Unseen Rush of

Canadian Supp]iel'intelecom foradvancingthe plansand policies for InvestorsShasta PO
iIldllStl'y boosting petroleum productsinabid to DfrIaWS Unseen Rush
- tors.
Anlranianknowledge-based companyhasreplaced the decrease the crude oil sales. (1\)/[ nvestors
ore than two

Canadiansupplierinthe country'stelecommunications
industryby producinga"channel simulator".
Adevice called achannel simulatorisapiece that

Rouhani

million investors
took part in the

1 ications ind 1 d 5 inted h initial public
te ecommun1cat10n§ industry generally use to d i pointed to t 'e offering by the Social
purchase fromaCanadian company. Withthe purchase : government's S itv] ¢ ¢

fthe company by an American company and the ISFA“AN rogress in , ecurlitynvestmen
© panyby pany prog | Company on

imposition of sanctionsandabanonsales,anIranian
knowledge-based companyundertooktomanufacture
thedevice.

Soroush Akhlaqi Esfahani, CEO of Amvaj System
Company, said thatthis partisusedinthe country's

NE

economic
programs
during the past
year  without
relying on oil revenues,

W5

LAY '

SV .?.M_‘BTI“
B l

T A na

Wednesday - a
development
unprecedented in
the history of Iran’s

L 2, ) S : - - bourse.
telecommu.mc?tlon systemtote.stperformancef)f saying, .Acce{eratlngthe of major constructionand for this purpose in the MinisterFarhad Dejpasand Thelargestholding
modem. This piece was notpreviously produced in 0il Ministry’s plans to . . . . , L,
th " ad ticd d ft tb ) th ducti infrastructure projectsin  President's Office,” he onthesameday. company, known by

e country, and domesticdemandwas ottenmetby tncrease the proquction ., o country, orderingoil stressed. During the talks, the its Persianacronym

purchasing fromaCanadian company. The Canadian
companywasboughtbyan Americancompanyandthey
werenolongerwillingto sell the device to Iranalong
withotherproducts.

of petroleum products
and preventing the sale
ofcrude oil can minimize
the damage of the severe

minister to plan in such
a way that the country's
major oil projects are

Zanganehalso presented
areportonthe progress
ofIran's oil projects, the

senior officials discussed
the latest developments
inthe country, including

Shasta, offered 8
billion shares on
the Tehran Stock

L - . . , . finalized ontime. global oil marketand oil the battle against the Exchange thatwas
Thetechnologyactiviststated thatbyraisingtheissuein fluctuationsintheglobal . : . . .

theR&D unitandwith the helpofth trv'sscientifi ket and d f oil If there is a problem trade with countries coronaviruspandemicand warmly welcomed

© HUNIranawith heheip ofthecountry s scientiiic market and drop ot o1t jhstacle in the way of around theworld. theeconomicdevelopment by investors. Each

andacademicresources, manufacturingthe devicewas
putontheagenda.

pricesonlran'seconomy.”
Rouhani described the

advancing these plans,
these problems must be

Meanwhile, the president
held separate phone talks

plansthatareaimedtohelp
supportthe people amid

share was priced
around 8,600 rials.

Oilhasplunged20% inthe week currentii.scalailtheyei.r of immediately referred to withHealth MinisterSaeed thecrisisand ease curbing Shastagenerated 69
Sill(BCOPEC'ShiStOl‘iCpI‘OdUCﬁOIl preparationandoperation . peadquartersformed Namaki and Economy thedisease. trillion rials ($437

cut

million) from the
saletobecome the

Oil prices continue to fall, charging toward anew 18- Health lllilliStl'y tomans F)fthe money Wlll begivento Corona2go t.o the health §ystem ofthe 335th  comman
yearlowasgloomy demand outlooks persistevenafter o budeet to ficht the meqllcal universities to purch:flse country, gddlngthat President H.as.san Letadavith th pTSEy
ahistoricproductioncut. I‘ecelves. udgettong theequipmenttheyneed fromIranian Rouhani had allocated 200 billion Iste Wlt the )
West Texas Intermediate crude fellasmuchas 13%to coronavirus companies. tomans for those who were fightingthe accord.mg to TSE
$17.31perbarrel on Friday. International benchmark Ahigh-ranking official of Iran’s Ministry Taghavinejad said that 40 .billion virus atthe frontlines, which was paid Kll?gahgmg director,
Brentcrudedeclined 0.9% to $27.58 atintradaylows of Health said on Saturday that the tomans hav.e .alreadybeen prov1ded.f0r lastmonth.. . . 1od 'raee.
beforerallying, Planning and Budget Organization theuniversitiesbybenefactors,adding He alsosaid thatthe Iranian diaspora Iran'sCB
Oilpriceshave declined 20% this weekevenafter OPEC has provided the Ministry of Health  thataticker symbol has l.)een defined hasalsohelped,andeversince2005, HopestoTame
onSundayagreedtoahistoricproduction cutinaneffort with 3050 billion tomans to fightthe on the stockmarket to gain the trust of th.e Wo rld Bank gave usaload-50 Inflation to
tostabilize theindustry ravaged by the coronavirus coronavirusoutbreak. the pe.ople. ] ml.lh.on dollars,addingthatanother 13_0 22%

pandemic, which has cratered global demand. The Kamel Taghavinejad saidinavideo He said the gains of Coronal gotothe millioneuroswereloaned by Islamic Governor of Central

group said thatitwillbegin slashing production by 9.7
millionbarrelsperdaystartingMay 1.

Still, as the coronavirus pandemic continues to
devastateeconomiesaround the world, itappearsthat
those cutswon'tbe enoughto prop up oil prices. Now,a
number of dismal outlooksare pulling oil prices down
further.

InaWednesdayreport, the International Energy
Agency estimated thatin April, global demand will
fallby 29 million barrels per day. One day later; OPEC
itselfsaid thatglobal oil demand will fall to a 30-year
lowinthesecond quarteras coronavirus continues to
weigh onthe commodity.On Friday, the industry was
dealtanotherblow. WTIextendedlossesafter China's

press conference that 1,200 billion

medical universities and the gains of

DevelopmentBank.

Iran's Seafood Exports Earn $390min 10
Months

The European Union member states, Persian Gulflittoral countries,
Iraq, Afghanistan, Russia, Vietnam, Malaysia and Thailand were the
main exportdestinations.Atotal of 121,000 tons of seafood and related
products worth over $390 were exported from Iran during the first
10 monthsofthelastIranianyear (March21,2019-Jan.20,2020), the
director general of Seafood Quality Improvement, Processingand
MarketPromotion Departmentaffiliated to [ran Fisheries Organization
said.“These productswere exported mainly to European Unionmember
states, Persian Gulflittoral countries, Iraq, Afghanistan, Russia, Vietnam,

Iran Rains Good for Zayandehroud
Dam and River, But Not Enough

Despite the good rainfall since the beginning of the current water
yearlast Septemberin some parts of Iran, Zayandehroud Dam is
still 63% empty, the deputy for conservation and utilization at
the Isfahan Regional Water Company said.Recentrainsincreased
waterin the dam, which hasreached 520 million cubic meters.
Butitcomprises only 37% ofthe total capacity ofthe dam, Hassan
Sasaniwasreported as saying by IRNA.“Zayandehroud dam has
registered 1,063 millimeters of rainfall in the period of 7 months,
whichisaroundhalfofthelong-termaverage and about 200 mm

Bank of Iran is
hopeful that the
inflation rate could
bebroughtdown to
around 22% with
the help of new
monetary policies.

Speaking on state
TV late Tuesday,
Abdolnasser
Hemmati pointed
to the interbank
interest rate as
one key factor in

economy suffereditsfirstcontractionin 28years.Inthe i ion.
firstqua};ter 0f2020, gross domesticpro dﬁctin China Malaysiaand Thailand. These countriesare Iran'slong-standing seafood less thanlastyear,” Sasani said.The dam is built on the famous ;r{l(t;lar;c;otré d that the
fell 6.8%as the coronavirus pandemicsentanumberof Iexpgr*ltmha;lfets. instyear,:vgalsohgdegpl(\)/[r?tsto (()JhllpaandSOuth Korea, IZtayan;iell(lirflii l.Qliyer 10tl)<.m eastt of C}fladigan inIsfahan Province. interbank interest
economicindicatorslower: saGolshahiwasalso quotedassayingby Mizan Online. canhold 1.4 billion cubicmeters of water. rate  has been
declininginthe past
NO 464 | Sudoku Solution: NO 463 " News onths
Interbankrate now
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on Thursday, Iranian Energy
Minister Reza Ardakanian
and Qatar’s Minister of
Commerce and Industry

Iran, Qatar agree to boost energy
cooperation

Iranand Qatar have agreed Iranian side has prepared

Iranitwas delayed due to the
COVID-19 outbreak.

The two sides agreed to hold
the meeting and finalize the

is 16.5%, which is
an important sign
of inflation... I am
very hopeful that

toincrease mutual energy alldraftdocumentsthatare we controlinflation
cooperationdespiteacurrent tobesignedinanupcoming rate ziround 20%_
pandemicthathasseverely meetingoflran-Qatarjoint 22%’_ he said,
affected economies in the EconomicCommission. argglrllg ) that a
Middle Eastregion. The meeting was originally declining interbank
Inavideo conference held planned for early April in irr?ftlztif)}rlloum curb

Interbank rate is
therate ofinterest
charged on short-

Ali bin Ahmed Al Kuwari documents as soon as the termloans between
discussed ways of holding new coronavirus pandemic 1enders: Such loans
joint ventures and energy is under control and the maturelnoneyve_ek
projects. economicsituationisbackto or_less, therpa]orlty
Accordingto Ardakanian,the normal. beingovernight.
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—m— Rouhani orders to prepare for middle-risk

UN Warns
COVID-19

CouldTrigger
Worst
Downturn
since Great

Depression

The COVID-19
pandemic could
trigger the worst
downturnin the global
economy since the
GreatDepression, UN
Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said
onFriday.

Hereleased hiswarning
inapolicybrief, saying
the pandemic-induced
economic contraction
is having "disastrous
consequences,"”
including on the
ability of countries
-- and not just low-
income countries -- to
sustainably carry debt.
The brief said both
middle-income
countries, with 75
percentoftheworld's
population and 62
percentoftheworld's
poor, are also highly
vulnerable to a debt
crisis,lostmarketaccess
and capital outflows.
Whilein the best-case
scenario, recovery in
developed countries'
economies may start
by theend 0f2020 and
then reverberate to
developing countries,
itisalso possible that
this may be the start
ofthe worsteconomic
downturn since the
GreatDepression, said
thesecretary-general.
Speakingatthe virtual
World Bank and
International Monetary
Fund spring meetings
on "Mobilizing with
Africa,” Guterres said
thatduring this crisis
the African Union and
the African continent
have shown unity
and leadership -- two
of the most scarce
commodities, Xinhua
newsagencyreported.
The secretary-general
warned that, as with
the climate crisis, the
African continentcould
end up suffering the
mostfromthecrisis.
Deputy  Secretary-
General Amina
Mohammed spoke
by video to the Group
of Friends on Food
Securityand Nutrition.
She told them that, in
the face of the current
pandemic, it will not
takemuchtotipmillions
ofmorepeopleintofood
insecurity. Aneconomic
shock on the scale
expectedpresentsareal
and presentdanger.

=

Iran Foreign Ministry Not
Meddling with Coronavirus
Health Protocols: Spokesman

The spokesman for Iran’s Foreign Ministry dismissed speculation
thatthe ministrywas meddling with the enforcementofthe health
protocols for containing the novel coronavirus, sayingitis only
working on therepatriation of Iranian nationals stranded in other
countries.

In astatement on Friday, Seyyed Abbas Mousavi reacted to
allegations made by some uninformed individualsregarding the
return of [ranian university students from Italy, stressing that the

activities toresume

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani on
Saturday ordered Health Ministry to
determine conditions for middle-risk

activitiestoresume.

=

In a meeting with
several committees
of the National
Ani-coronavirus

N E w s Headquarters on

NEWS Saturday, President
S Rouhani said that
the state agencies were
reportingrelatively satisfying
cooperation of people,
businessownersinparticular,
duringthe weeklongrunning

Foreign Ministryisin contactwith other countries, includingItaly,
tomake arrangements to help Iranian nationals abroad return
homeamid travel restrictionsimposed following the coronavirus
outbreak.

He emphasized that the Iranian governmentis working in full
coordination with all institutions to fight COVID-19 and reduce
itsrepercussions.

“Following the coronavirus outbreakand cancellation offlights or
closure of manyborders, one ofthe tough missions of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairshasbeen tobringhome Iraniansinterestedin
returning to the country, including university students,” he said,
according to the Foreign Ministry’s website.

“This was done through intense consultations with officials

HHE

g
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of relevant countries and in
coordination with the health
ministry and airlines, and
efforts are still underway,”
hesaid.

“Itgoes withoutsaying that
after the transfer of our dear
fellow countrymen to the
country, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairshasnoinvolvementin the
enforcement of health protocols, and

basically, suchanimportantissue does notfall within the
domain ofits responsibilities and mission,” he said.

NEWS

Iran’s Army Receives New
Homegrown Drones

Iran’s Army on Saturday took delivery of alarge
number of combatand reconnaissance drones
manufactured by domesticdefense industries.
Speaking at a ceremony on the delivery of the
unmanned aerial vehicles, Defense Minister
Brigadier General Amir Hatami said the Army
is receiving three types of pilotless aircraft
manufactured by domestic defense industries,
universitiesand knowledge-based companies.

He said the three drones can carry outabroad range
of operations for the Air Force and Air Defense,
noting thatthe new products can be employed as
target planes for the Air Defense missionsand also
indeception operationsinthe enemy’s air defense
network.

According to the defense minister, the Army can
utilize the new aircraftasreconnaissance drones

.....

of Smart Social Distancing
plan, adding that this had
caused coronavirus contagion
todropinsomeprovincesand
tobecomestabilizedinothers.
He urged the Iranians to
continuetoobservesanitation
protocolsand abidebyhealth
principles and ordered the
Health Ministry and other
related agenciestodetermine
conditions for middle-risk

activitiestoresume.
Stressing that reopening
ofeducational institutions
depends on the situation
in the coming weeks, the
Presidenttasked the Health
Ministryand Educationaland
Social Security Committee
of the Anti-coronavirus
Headquarterswithevaluating
the situationinaccordance
withtherelated standards.

He told the Health Ministry
to categorize the provincesin
termsof contagion situations
based on globally accepted
standardssothatitcanbeused
toproduce separate health
protocolsinthe comingweek.
He said that he had tasked
Health Ministry and Science
and Technology Vice-
Presidency with developing
programs, applications,and

test-Kkitsin cooperation with
knowledge-based companies
torecognize those whohave
immunity against the virus
to improve Smart Social
Distancingplan.

Rouhani said that the
Ministries of Health and
Roads & Urban Development
will develop protocols for
necessary foreign travels to
becarried outsafely.

Coronavirus
removes anti-
terrorism mask off
US sanctions' face:
Gov'tspox

Governmentspokesman Ali Rabieisaid
on Saturday that coronavirus pandemic
disclosed thereality of the US sanctions
and removed the anti-terrorism mask
offitsface.

"The truth is that coronavirus,
removing the anti-terrorism mask
off the sanctions' face, disclosed an
ignored dimension ofthem to the public
opinionintheworld. Withallitseviland
horrible nature, the virusindicated that
the victims ofthe sanctions are the very
ordinary Iranian peopleand anation's
will to life is far greater than one can
labelitasterrorist or expansionist,”
Rabieiwroteinanarticleinthe Persian-
language daily 'Iran' published on
Saturday.

Rabiei further noted that Iran's
rightfulnessregarding Human Rights
and diplomacy has challenged the fake

legitimacy of the sanctions so that the
anti-Iranlobbiesare scramblingto deny
thereality of them.

Those people, according to the
spokesman, hide behind US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo's claim that "Iran
hasfailed toinvestinits health system";
butlran's healthinfrastructure andits
hardworkingstaffduring the pandemic
proved the emptiness of such claims,
Rabieiadded.

"The death and war lobbies use such
expressions as 'government-made
coronavirus'as they're afraid of the
legality of sanctions being questioned
by the world public opinion eveninthe
Westand Americaitself," he wentonto
say.

Thiswasseeninatelevised debatein
which Richard Nephew, former US State
Department sanctions official who
was also among the architects of Iran
sanctions, questioned the inhumane
image of the sanctions, according to
Rabiei.

Hestressed that many NGOs, including
special decease communitiesand those
workinginthefield of childlaborandthe
disabled, made alotofefforts to shout

outthe difficulty of procuring special
medicine under the sanctions pressure.
Government spokesman underlined
thatthe fightagainstsanctions should
not be considered an international
politicalissue, becauseitis concerned
withthelives ofworkers, retired people,
thepoorandelderly Iranians.

The deadly coronavirusradiating from
Wuhan, China, in December 2019 has
affected over 2,240,000 people across
the world, killing more than 154,000
people.

More than 79,400 peopleinIranare
infected with the coronavirus, while
the deadly virus haskilled over 4,950
Iranians. Over 54,000 Iranians have
recovered.

to detecthostile movesalongthe country’sborders
withinaremarkable range.

“Asthe drones have been equipped with various
types of bombs and missiles, they can be utilized
by the forcesin combat missions,” General Hatami
added.

The homegrown drones have a service ceiling of
40,000t045,000 feetand enjoy a proper operational
range, he stated.

The minister went on to say that the ‘Karrar’,
‘Ababil-3’and versatile jet-engine drones can carry
operationswithinarange of1,500kilometers.

Gazasiege, sanctions show
anti-human nature of Israeli
regime, US: Larijani

Iran’s Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani said the
continuation of Gazasiege by the Israeliregime and
theanti-Iransanctions by the USreveal the true anti-
human nature of those regimes.

Inatelephone conversation with Head of Politburo
ofthe Palestinian resistance movement Hamas
Esmail Haniyah on Friday, Larijani said thatatatime
when the world is grappling with the coronavirus
pandemic, the Zionistregime’s continuation of its
belligerentactsis enough to proveitsanti-human
nature.

Henoted thatthe post-coronaworld canbe seized as
anopportunity toreconsidertherights ofnationsand
restore humanidentities,adding thatthearrogant
powers mustlearn from the human crisesto change
theirbehaviors.

Larijanireiterated the Islamic Republic’s supportto
the oppressed people of Palestine and their rights.
TheIranian official called on the Palestinian nation
tomaintain their unityand use theirlegaland human
capacitiesagainstcriminal acts of the Zionists.
Haniyah, for his part, wished good health and swift
recovery for Larijani, who had tested positive with
the coronaviruslastmonth.

He expressed gratitude to Larijani, who he called “a
permanentsupporter of the resistanceintheregion,
especially the oppressed people of Palestine."

interests through pressures and threats.

Iran Ex-Envoy: US Bid for
Strategic Dialogue with Iraq
to et Nowhere

Aformer Iranian ambassador to Baghdad said the US plan for
strategic dialogue with the Iragi government will not meetwith
success unless Washington shifts its policy of pressures and
threatsand seeks to establish healthy relations with Iraqg.
Inaninterview with Tasnim, Hassan Kazemi Qomi said there is
no chance of success forthe US’idea ofholding strategic dialogue
with the Iragigovernmentin June 2020. “I believe thatthere won’t
be anynew dialogue, and nonew developmentis to happen.”
The ex-envoy said Iraqis would agree to establishing genuine
relations with the US only if Washington respects the interests
of Baghdad, otherwise they will strongly oppose the US’ call for
dialogue especially if Washington ignores the Arab country’s

“Ibelieve thatanew strategic dialogue will not take place unless
the Americans seekaproper presence in Irag, and this will be
possiblewhen Washington abandonsitsillegitimate objectives,”
Kazemi Qomisaid.‘But, consideringthatthe UShasanaggressive
nature, [ believe that such a thing will not take place and the
(American) threatsand allurementwill notwork.”

The former Iranian ambassador wenton to say thatthe US once
adopted astrategy towiden the social gapsinIraqin order to take
control of the Arab country’s security situation, adding, “The
USthatonce claimedithad come to Iraq to establish security is
now gripped by insecurity itself, because it was the Americans
who created terrorist groups, including Daesh (ISIL), in Iraq
and confessed to doing solater.”’Kazemialso stated that the US
favorsan Iraqi governmentthat would notimplement the bill
onthe withdrawal of American military forces.One of the White
House’s main concernsistopreventIraq’s close relations withits

neighbors,
includingwith Iran, he said.

“Today, Iraq’s security and defense power are based upon

people, but the Americans are trying to undermine Iraq’s

defense strategy. This would strengthen the chance of American

interference (inlraq),” he concluded.
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Iranunveils sixanti-COVID19
products

The international complex of technology and innovation of Shahid
Beheshti University of Medical Sciences and Health Services unveiled
sixIranian-made products for preventing and treating coronavirus.
During the unveiling ceremony, Iran's Vice-President for Science and
Technology Sourena Sattari passed through the walkthrough disinfecting
gate and hisbody temperature was also measures by the device.
Sattarisaid coronavirus statisticsin Iran show good performance of technology and
innovationin this field.He added thatIranian knowledge-based companies and the human
resources thatareactive in this field have had atimely and good performance.

Mostofthe products were made for fighting coronavirus.
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resume Armenian PM
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oftUS sanctions'face: Armenian Prime Minister
Gov't Spox Nikol Pashinyan expressed

President Rouhani
callsforplansto
minimizecrudesales @)

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

hisappreciation to some of
the neighboring countries,
includingIran, for continuing
trade and fulfilling the
country’s needs during the
pandemic."AnforthisIwantto
thankboth ourbusinessmen
and our Georgian, Russian

05:02:54 and Iranian partners, who
Noon callto prayer : spareno efforts forl ensuring

cargo transportations from
13:02:22 and to Armenia in the best

Evening call to prayer:

19:54:17

WEATHER

possibleway", Armenpress
quoted him as saying on
Friday.One ofthe important
features of the coronavirus
pandemicin Armeniaisthat
the phenomenon of empty
showcasesingroceriesdidnot
occurhere,PMNikol Pashinyan
saidinhis April 17 address,
noting thatunfortunately in
many countriesithappened.
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Health ministryreceives budget to
fight coronavirus

Climate Change Could Unleash Deadly Diseases

Buried under Ice

Astheworld battles coronavirus scientists have warned

climate change could unleash viruses thoughtlong gone

aspermafrostthawsand the seasrise.

Thismelted

the permafrost
coveringits
corpseand the
anthraxwas
unleashed.
Theanthraxis
believed tohave
seepedinto

the thawed soil
before finding
itswayinto the
water supply and
thenthe human
food chain.

Theworld has paused as coronavirus forces
huge sections of the globe into lockdown
inabid toslow the spread of the deadly
COVID-19bug.

Never, since the advent of antibiotics in
the middle of the 20th century, especially
the discovery of penicillin by Alexander
Fleming, has humanity been brought so
completely to its knees by a virus, Mirror
reported.

Butsince COVID-19 emerged on December
31 the deadly virus has killed almost
150,000 people with more than two million
casesdiagnosedacrosstheworldinthe210
countries currently infected.

Many nations haveintroducedlockdownsin
abidtoslowthe spread of the virus with the
UKinits fourth week of being told to stay at
homeand protectthe NHS.
Coronavirusisbelieved to have originated
inbatsin Chinabefore spreadingaround the
worldlike wildfire.

The first cases were reported in Wuhan on
New Year's Eve, although experts believe
itcould have come from the sub-tropical
regions of China, with several smaller
outbreaks that quickly fizzled out.
However,whenitreached the now closed
wildlife marketsin the Chinese city the virus
finally found away to embedinahumanhost
andbeginitshorrificmarchacrosstheglobe.
COVID-19isanew strain of coronavirus,
which means, as yet, thereisno cure or
vaccine - although scientists are working
around the clockto create one.
Asvirusesevolve,so does humanity'sability
totreatand control them - butthereare
now fears bacteria thoughtto have been
eradicated from the globe could be making
acomebackdueto climate change.

Astheearth'stemperaturerises, hugeareas
of frozen permafrostsoil is starting to melt.
Insome cases thisland hasbeen frozen solid
forthousands of years.

Expertsare concerned thisnow thawingsoil
could contain bacteriaand viruses which
havelain dormantforthousands of years.
Once awoken, these viruses could prove
deadly. Fouryearsagoin one of the most
remote placeson earth-Siberia-a12-year-
oldboydied from anthrax.

He wasnotthe only one infected with a
further 20 people needing hospital
treatmentbecause ofthe deadly infection.
But where did a disease that has long
stoppedbeingathreatemerge from? There
are suspicions thatareindeer had been
killed by anthraxand frozen undertheice for
75years-untilasummerheatwave.

This melted the permafrost coveringits
corpse and the anthrax was unleashed.
Theanthraxisbelieved to have seeped into
the thawed soil before finding its way into
the water supply and then the human food
chain.

More than amillionreindeer were killed
by anthraxinthe early 1900sand thereare
thousands of sites where their bodieslie
buriedinice.

Scientists fear this could just be the
beginning of deadly viruses, thoughtlong
dead, re-emerging with devastatingimpact.
As the permafrost has been frozen for
hundreds, if not thousands of years, it
becomes the perfect place for bacteriato
survive.

There could be many horrors now starting
towake up beneath the earth's frozen soil,
including the Spanish flu thatkilled up to
50million people between 1918 and 1920,
thebubonicplague and smallpox.

Mass graves in Alaska, frozen since
the deadly outbreak of Spanish flu, have
revealed DNA fragments of the disease.
And there are concerns there are many
burial sites for the victims of smallpoxand
thebubonicplaguein Russia.

Aknowledge-based companyin Chemistry & Chemical

EngineeringResearch Center ofIranistryingto produce

anantiviraldrugnamed “Remdesivir” whichiseffectivein

treatmentof COVID19- disease.

“wearetrying
toproduce
antiviraldrug
“Remdesivir”
whichits
effectiveness
hasbeenproven
fortreatment
of patients
suffering from
coronavirus

Dr. Mohammad Eghtedari Chairman of
the Board of Directors of Pharmaceuticals
Producing Company at the Chemistry
& Chemical Engineering Research
Centerinaninterview with Mehr news
agency on Sat. said, “we are trying to
produce antiviral drug “Remdesivir”
whichits effectiveness hasbeen proven
for treatment of patients suffering from
coronavirusdisease.”

Headded, “theantiviral drug “Remdesivir”
was tested by Chinese researcherson

Iran to produce antiviral drug “Remdesivir” to
treat COVIDI19-disease: researchers

thatthisdrugis effective for treatment of
thedisease.”

Effectiveness ofthe drug on coronavirus
patientsis 86 percent, he said, adding, “this
antiviral drugis prescribed to patientsin
injection form.

Itis predicted that the raw materials
needed for producing the drug will be
provided by Chinaand “Remdesivir” will
be mass produced by this knowledge-
based company, Dr. Eghtedari emphasized.
The samples of the drug, which were
importedinto the country, were tested by
Iranianresearchers atthe universities of
medical sciences on coronavirus patients,
saying thatthis antiviral drugis effective
intreatment of coronavirus disease, he
stressed.

According to the scheduled program,
“Remdesivir” will be indigenized in the
country within the nextthree monthsand

disease.” patients suffering from coronavirus '
disease latelast year and it was proved thenhitthe market.
"‘No Evidence' COVID-19 Speakingatanewsconferencein needtobevalidated "so thatwe
Survivors Have Immunity, Geneva, Dr. Mariavan Kerkhove = know whatthey say theyattempt
WHO Warns said: "Therearealotofcountries to measure they are actually

Thereisno evidence that people
who have recovered from
coronavirus have immunity to
the disease, the World Health
Organization (WHO) said.

The UK government has bought
3.5 million serology tests - which
measure levels of antibodies in
blood plasma.

Butsenior WHO epidemiologists
have warned thatthereisno proof
thatsuch antibody tests can show
ifsomeone who hasbeeninfected
with COVID-19 cannotbeinfected
again.

Many of the testsbeing developed
are pinprickblood tests similar to
instant HIV tests and measure for
raisedlevels ofthe antibodies that
thebody usesto fightthe virus.

thatare suggesting using rapid
diagnosticserological tests to be
able to capture what they think
willbeameasure ofimmunity, Sky
Newsreported.

"Rightnow, we have no evidence
thatthe use ofaserological test
canshow thatanindividual has
immunity oris protected from
reinfection.”

She added: "These antibody
tests will be able to measure that
level of seroprevalence - that
level ofantibodies - butthatdoes
not mean that somebody with
antibodies means thattheyare
immune.”

Dr.van Kerkhove said it was "a
good thing" thatsomany testsare
being developed, butsaid they will

measuring".

Her colleague Dr. Michael Ryan
said theantibody testsalsoraised
ethical questions.

Hesaid: "Thereareserious ethical
issuesaround the use of suchan
approachandweneed to address
itvery carefully, we also need to
look atthelength of protection
thatantibodies mightgive.

"You might have someone who
believes they are seropositive
(have been infected) and
protected in a situation where
they may be exposed and in
factthey are susceptible to the
disease."

Headded thatthe testshad tobe
used as part ofa coherent public
health policy.
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