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NEWS

Iran’sexportof DRIupS6%in 1l

months

IslamicRepublicofIranexported 942,000 tons of Direct
ReducedIron (DRI) in 11 months ofthelastIranian
calendaryear [fromMarch21,2019to Feb.19,2020],
showingasignificant86 percentgrowthascompared
tothesameperiod oflastyear.

Statistical tables of the Iranian Steel Producers
Association (ISPA) indicated that507,000tons of Direct
ReducedIron [DRI] were exported from the country
fromMarch21,2018toFeb.19,2019.

Accordingly, 533,000 tons of DRIwere exported from
the countryinthelastIraniancalendaryearin 1397
[fromMarch21,2018toMarch 20,2019],showinga25
percentdeclineascomparedtotheyearearlier.

Iran’s envoy emphasizes
expansion ofeconomic coop. with
Turkmenistan

Iranian Ambassador to Turkmenistan stressed
strengtheningand expandingeconomic cooperation
with Turkmenistan, focusingon transit.
InameetingwithmembersofBorder Points Committee
ofKhorasan Razavi provincein Mashhad on Thursday,
Gholam-Abbas Arbab-Khales said that expanding
relationsand enhancingtransitcooperationbetween
Iranand Turkmenistaninrailandroad sectorsas well
asremovinglimitationis ‘necessary’.

While expoundingonthe existingtiesbetween the two
countriesoflranand Turkmenistaninvariouspolitical,
economicand culturalfields especially the significance
of cooperationinthe energyand transitsectoraswell
asthedevelopmentofcultural cooperation, hestressed
theneed forintroducing capacities and exchanging
all-outconsultationbetweenIranand Turkmenistan.
Iranian Embassy to Ashgabatisready to evermore
expand and develop relations between the two
countries especially in various economicfields, he
emphasized.

Iran’s capability, especiallyinborder provincesin
variousindustrial, construction,agricultural,academic
sectorsand also exportoftechnicaland engineering
services, can lay the ground for strengthening
cooperation between the two countries, the envoy
added.

Arbab-Khales said that officials in Iran and
Turkmenistanarewillingto deepenmutualrelations
indifferentfields.

EAEUannounceslistofproducts
subjected tozerotariffforimports

Iran’s Deputy Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade
Hamid Zadboum on Thu.revealed theannouncement
oflistofproducts, subjected tozerotariff, forexporting
tothe Eurasian EconomicUnion (EAEU).
Agricultural, food,and pharmaceutical productshave
beenputinthelistofproducts subjected to the zero
tariffs for exportingto Eurasian countries, he stated.
Eurasian Economic Commission approved alist of
essentialimportproducts to the Unioninorder to
minimize the negative economiceffects caused by
the outbreak of coronavirus pandemicand prevent
theshortage ofthese goodsin the Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU),headded.

According to the decision made, these goods will
be subjectto the preferential tariff, exempted from
customs duties, as of 1stof April to June 30,2020,
Zadboum emphasized.

Head of Trade Promotion Organization of Iran (TPOI)
pointed to thisissue thatthelisthasbeen provided
according to the proposals of Eurasian Economic
Union’s countries whichincludes food, agricultural
and pharmaceutical products,adding, “importofthese
goodshasbeendeclared ‘essential’ duetotheincreased
demand orshort-termshortages caused by the current
situation ofpandemicin EAEU member states.”
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Iran plans nationwide network of
charging stations of electronic vehicles

EnergyauthoritiesinIranare planninga

nationwide network of charging stations

for electric vehicles (EV) amid efforts

to ensure the country would have the

required infrastructure for a growing

number of such vehicles thatare hitting

theroads.

Officials from

&Jjjw Iran’s national
¥ clectricity board
ISH‘HAN (Tavanir) and
N EW S YNV
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largest energy

_EEZ  construction

and engineering

company, signed an
agreementon Tuesday to
startbuilding out the EV
chargingnetwork.
Under the agreement,
Tavanir will supply
electricity to the charging
stations constructed by
MAPNA by connecting
themto the national power
grid.

A Tavanir spokesman
said that the charging
stations willbereadyina

assure owners of electric
vehicles thatthere would
be sufficient charging
infrastructureacrossIran.
Mostafa Rajabisaid signing
theagreementwould lead
toan exponential rise in
the number of charging
stations in Iran while it
would help expand the use
ofelectricvehiclesinthe
country. A first phase of
the agreement requires
MAPNA to provide the
Ministry of Energy with

for charging stations, said
Rajabi,adding that Tavanir
will then examine the
requirements for supplying

powertothesites.
Iran has a series of
ambitious plans for

electrification of vehicles
asitstrugglesto contain
growing demand for fossil
fuels and amid efforts to
getrid ofhigh levels of fuel-
related pollutioninlarge
cities.

Authorities said earlier this

motorbikes and scooters
will be electrified in the
upcoming years, adding
thatthe scheme would help
owners ofthose vehicles,
many of them from the
lower classes ofthe society,
toreducetheirfuel-related
costsbynearly 10 times.
Other reports have
suggested that at least
three million brand-new
electricvehicleswill hitthe
roadsinlraninthenexttwo
years.

“shortperiod of time” to

alistof designated sites

yearthataround 10 million

President Rouhani:
Iran to inaugurate 50k
billion tomans worth of

electricity thisyear

President Hassan Rouhanisaid thatby
theend ofthe currentIranian year (will
end onMarch 20,2021) 50,000 billion
tomans worth of projects of Ministry of

Energy.

PresidentRouhani made theremarksin
avideo conference toinaugurate power
and water projects.

Hailing the job done by the Minister
of Energy and his ministry’s staff, the
Iranian president hoped the same
processwillgo ontill the end oftheyear.
He said the message of such projectsis
thatthe people, private and the public

sectors, engineers,and workers of [ran
thatare fighting the coronavirus are
alsoworkingin economy:.

Referringto Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei’s choosing the
name “Surge in Production” for the
currentyear, he hoped thatthe country
hasaninauguration ceremony every
week.

Iran’s exportofsponge
ironups by 86%

Iran’s exportofspongeiron,also called
directreducediron (DRI), increased
by 86% in the first 11 months of the
previous Iranian year (starting on
March 2019) compared to the same
period ofthe previous year.

The export of DRI in the
aforementioned period reached 942
thousand tons. Thisis while export of
DRIhasa10% duty.

Accordingto the Iran Steel Producers

statistics, in the first 11 months of
Iranianyear 1397, the exportof DRIwas
507 thousand tons, and reached 533
thousand tons atthe end ofthe same
year, which showed a 25%reduction
caperedto 1396.

The statistics show that Iran has
produced 25,449,000 tons of DRIinthe
first11 months of 1398, which showsa
5% growth compare to the production
inthe same period of its previous year
thatwas 24,303,000 tons.

Intoll, the production ofthe year 1397
was 26,359,000 tons.

The consumption of spongeironinIran
was about 24,5 million tons that shows
3% growth compared to the first 11
months ofthe previousyear.

The consumption of DRIinIranin 1397
was 25,826,000 million tons, which
showed an 18% growth compared to
the yearbefore that.

Iran stand second, after India, in
producing spongeiron,andstands 10th
inproducingsteel.

Iran is to inaugurate a factory in
Kerman, central Iran, thisyear thatcan
produce two million tons of DRI.
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Coronavirus outbreak notimpeding

activities in South Pars Gas Field

The Managing Director of Pars
Oiland Gas Company said on
Thursday that was necessary
to prevent further spread of
coronavirus and to continue
with the projects at the same
time.Duringavisittoa project,
Meshkinfam
said after two months of
the coronavirus outbreak,
the activities of the country
restartedon April11.

Stressing that the outbreak
shouldnotharmthe progress of
the projectsin South Pars Field,
Meshkinfam said theactivities of

these projectswill continue with
completeimplementation ofthe
protocolsissued by the Health,
Security,and Environment Unit.
Headded thatin certain parts
of the projects that are less
sensitive, in order to safeguard
the health of the employees,
they should do their jobs
throughremote working.The
head of[ran's Health Ministry's
Public Relations Office said
on Wednesday 76,389 people
have been infected with the
coronavirus (COVID-19),4,777
of whomhavelosttheirlives.
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Major Energy,
Water Projectsto
Be Launchedin
Iran: Minister

Iran’s Energy Minister
Reza Ardakanian said
inauguration or ground
breaking ceremonies
will be held for 250
majorwaterand energy
projectsinthe country
during the current
Persian calendar year
(started March 20).
“We are going to use
every opportunity
for serving people in
thisyearnamed ‘surge
in production’ (by
Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei)
in order to prepare
the infrastructures for
surge in production,
with water and energy
beingamongthe most
important ones,”
Ardakanian said at
a ceremony held to
launch several water
and energy plans in
Tehran Province on
Thursday.
This year,
500,000 billion
rial investment,
inauguration or ground
breaking ceremonies
will be held for 250
majorwaterand energy
projectsinthe country,
headded.

The projectslaunched
in Tehran Province on
Wednesday included
the steam-power unit
of Parand Power Plant
and three wastewater
treatment plants in
Eslamshahr, Malarad
and Safadashttowns,
the Energy Minister
noted.

In February 2018,
Ardakanian

with a

highlighted the
country’s self-
sufficiencyinthearea

of power generation
and said the Islamic
Republic is the top
producer of electricity
inthe Middle East.
About 90 percent
of power generation
equipment, even
complicated parts
like turbines
and generators,
are currently
manufacturedinside
the country, the energy
minister told reporters
atthetime.

He added that Iran’s
capabilitiesin the area
of power generation
have developed over
thepastfourdecadesso
much thatthe country
has become the top
producer of electricity
intheregion.
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Iran’s Army
to Get
Homegrown
T-90 Tanks

The Iranian Army is
going to equip the
armored divisions
with adomestically-
manufactured version
of T-90 tanks which
is more advanced
than the previous
homegrown tanks, a
top general said.
Speakingto the state
TV on Thursdaynight,
Commander of the
Iranian Army Ground
Force Brigadier
General Kiomars
Heidari said the
Defense Ministry and
the Armed Forceshave
jointly developed an
Iranian T-90 tank.
The  homegrown
tank is much more
advanced than
the Zolfagar tank,
he noted, saying
the Iranian T-90 is
undergoing final tests
beforebeingdelivered
to the Army Ground
Force.

Pointing to seven new
features of the new
T-90 tank, the general
saiditisequipped with
anew gun stabilizer
and chemical defense
systems.

The  homegrown
tank has turned into
aweapon for modern
warfare, General
Heidarinoted, saying
the Army Ground
Force will take
delivery of the first
batch of the tanks in
the Iranian month of
Mehr (September 22 -
October21).

He further pointed
tonew strategies for
employing modern
military equipment
proportional to the
new structure of the
Army Ground Force.
The Army Ground
Force will startusing
three new types of
machine guns, the
commander noted,
adding that the
Armyisalso goingto
replace the G3 rifles
with a new battle
rifle developed by
the Iranian Defense

Ministry.
Iranian military
experts and

technicians have in
recent years made
great headways
in manufacturing
a broad range
of indigenous
equipment, making
thearmed forces self-
sufficientin the arms
sphere.

=

IRGC Commander Highlights
Army Role in Boosting Iran’s

Might

Commander ofthe Islamic Revolution Guards Corps Major

General Hossein Salamilauded efforts

enhance the country’s military mightand deterrent power.
Inamessage on Thursday, General Salami congratulated the
Iraniannation and the Armed Forces on the National Army

Day,which fallson April 17.

Despite the enemy’s ongoing hostilities, the Army and IRGC
will nothesitate forasecond toboostthe country’s deterrent

Iranian armed forcesactasaniron dam
in dealing with the the enemies, said
Army Commander Brigadier-General
Abdolrahim Mousavi on Friday.

Mousavi made
the remarks
afterreviewinga
special military
parade in the
Iranian capital
mark the

NEWS

S to

National Army

Day.
As the outbreak of the
coronavirus disease

(COVID-19) continuesin
the country, the occasion
was commemorated in
adifferentway thisyear.
It included a “parade
of services” which
was actually a parade
of health and Army
equipment to battle
againstthe pandemic.

Social distancing
protocols were fully

by the Army to

enemies: Army emdr.

power and military strength, the IRGC chiefadded.
Undoubtedly, he said, the Army.inunity and cooperation with
the country’s other Armed Forces, the IRGC in particular, has
played amajorroleinsafeguardinglran’sindependence and
territorial integrity and countering enemies’ threats.
Iranwill celebrate the Army Day and the Ground Force Day on
Friday. Everyyear commemorative parades are held across
the country on the occasion but this year the parades have
been canceled dueto coronavirus concerns.

InIran, the new coronavirus hasso farinfected 77,995 and
killed 4,869 others, with 52,229 cases of recovery,according
tothelatestupdatesreleased by the Health Ministry on
Thursday.

Iranian Armed Forces,
including the Armyand the
IRGC, have been joining
the battle particularly
after Leader oftheIslamic
Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei on
March 12 issued an edict
to Major General Mohammad
Hossein Baqgeri, emphasizing
theneed for the establishmentofa

“healthand treatmentbase” to prevent the further

spread of the ongoing coronavirus epidemicin the country.

Iran’s armed forces, aniron dam against

LR
-~

4

practiced during the
ceremony.

The Iranian Army have
developed a capability
today thatit can playits
rolein differentareas,
the Army commander
said.

Noting thatno army in
the world is more loved
by their people than
Iranian Army, the general

said, “we have nothingto
thank the people other
thanto stand by themin
such crisesand to finally
sacrifice ourlivesto save
them.”

Mousavi also said two
days ago that over
11,000 Iranian Army
medical personnel are
in the frontline of the
country’s battle against

e
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the outbreak of the

coronavirus disease
(COVID-19).

The general said he was
grateful to all relentless
efforts of the Iranian
Army forces particularly
those made by the Army
medical personnel who
are endeavoringto save
the lives of the people
during the pandemic.

Rouhani vows
continuation

of development
despite outbreak

Iranian President Hassan Rouhanisaid
thatIranians won'tsitidle foramoment
for country's development despite two
concurrentfightsagainstsanctionsand
coronavirus,and continue observing
health protocols.

Speaking on Thursday atthe unveiling
ceremony of anumber of important,
major projectsin the fields of waterand
powerin Tehran province, President
Hassan Rouhanisaid, "the opening of
these projectsand other projects only
inthe energy sector untilthe end of year
bears the message thateverybody is
workinghard for the developmentofour
Islamiclran.”

Parts of President Hassan Rouhani's
speechisas followsasreported by his
office's website:

Iwould like to thank Energy Minister
Reza Ardakanian and all those who are
working hard in the water treatment
plantsand the energy sector.

The energy ministry hasveryimportant
projectsuntil the end of this year, which
wehopeistheyear of major unveilings.
[ am very happy that today, we have
done the first major unveiling through
videoconferencing, whichisagreatwork
and I hope continuesuntilthe end of year.
The openingofthese projectsand other
projects only in the energy sector until
the end of year bears the message that
everybody is working hard for the
developmentofourIslamiclran.
Weknow thatthese days, workingisnot
easy with health protocols thatmustbe
observed, butas the Leader said, this
yearisthe year of Surge in Production
and we hope that this trend continues
well.

Our people should know thatalthough
this year is a hard one and as I have
said many times, we are fighting two
viruses: sanctions and coronavirus, we
willdo our bestso thatpeople can have
relatively good life.

People should know that the
government, private and public
companies, institutions and all parts
ofthe country will never sitidle fora
momentfortheir country'sdevelopment
despite fighting sanctions and
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coronavirusintwo concurrent fronts.

[ am happy that today, the first step
was takenin the field of projects and
unveilings, and this trend will continue
until the end of the year.

We hope thatdespite hardships, the
Almightybestowsagood year upon our
people and treats all patients. We send
our greetingsto the souls ofall those who
have sacrificed themselves for people's
health these days.

God-willing, people will continue this
trend with coordination, cooperation
and integration in the field of
development and production in the
country.

Iwould like to thankall those who have
beenactively workingin these projects
today.

NEWS

USillegal presence main
cause of Persian Gulf
insecurity: Gen. Hatami

Iran’s Defense Minister Brigadier General Amir Hatami
lambasted the US’illegal presence in the Persian Gulf
region, saying the Americans are the main reason
behind anyinsecurity in theregion.

“The Americans have come from across the world to
the Persian Gulf,and yet, make unfounded claims about
security,’ the defense made the comment on Friday on
thesidelines ofthe National Army Day celebrationsin
Tehran.

“Wearehere atour home, while they have come from
thousands of miles away, putting other countries in
trouble by sanctionsand threats,” headded.

On Wednesday, US Central Command (CENTCOM)
announced that 11 high-speed boats, belongingto the
IslamicRevolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC), have been
movingalongside six USwarshipsin the Persian Gulf.
The Americans used a fake name instead of Persian
Gulf.

Reacting to the comment, Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif on Thursday republished his
tweetin two years ago with the concept thatthe US
Navy can’'t seem to find its way around Iran’s waters.
“USNavy can’tseem to find its way around our waters.
Perhapsbecauseithasn’'tfigured outitsname: Persian
Gulf, asit’s been called for 2,000 yrs longer than US
has existed. Ormaybeitdoesn’'tknow whatit's doing
inourbackyard, 7,000 miles from home,” he tweeted
twoyearsago.

Iran Celebrates National
Army Day with Medical
Service Parades

Instead ofholding military parades to celebrate the
Army Day and the Ground Force Day, the Iranian
military units held health service parades across
the country on Friday to expressreadiness to assist
the medical society in the battle with the novel
coronavirus.

The “service parade” was held in Tehran and 24
other provincial capitals on Friday morning to
commemorate the Army Day.

Entitled “Guardians of Homeland, Health Assistants”,
the paradesincluded various Army units displaying
a range of public health equipment, including
disinfection gear, mobile hospitals, special vehicles
for disinfecting and sanitizing the public places, as
well as the humanitarian aids provided by the Army
personnel.In Tehran, the parade was attended by top
military officials, including Army Commander Major
General Abdolrahim Mousavi.

This year, the Army decided to carry outan alternative
plan for military parades to preventany gathering
of people in order to contain the spread of the
coronavirus and help the medical staffin the battle
with COVID-19.The Iranian Armed Forces set up
aBiodefense Headquarters after the outbreak of
coronavirusinIranand have offered extensive services
totreatthe patients.

Russiastresses formation

of anti-sanctions
campaign

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov
reiterated Moscow’s opposition to the US’ unilateral
sanctions againstlran, calling for the formation of an
anti-sanctions campaign amid the fight against the
coronavirus pandemic.In a telephone conversation
with Iran's Ambassador to Russia Kazem Jalali, Ryabkov
stressed the need for a global stance against the
inhumane US sanctions, saying, “Moscow will continue
its effortsin thisregard.”He added that Russia has
always soughtto boostmultilateral cooperation in this
line, urging the need to form a campaign against the
US sanctions.]alali, for his part,lauded Moscow’s helps

to Tehranin the battle againstthe coronavirus, saying
that President Vladimir Putin's initiative in setting
up a "green corridor"” as effective when unilateral
sanctions areimposed.Earlier this month, Putin called
for acommon plan to supportthe global economy.
The Russian president urged the creation of ‘green
corridors’ to transportessential goods and technologies
withoutsanctions as the world continues to battle the
coronavirus pandemic.The US' so-called ‘maximum
pressure’ through sanctions are compromising the
performance of the Iranian healthcare system, despite
Washington’s that the bans do not preventIran from
trading in humanitarian and medical goods.These US
sanctions make the importation of medicine, medical
equipmentand raw materials needed to produce these
goodsdifficultas foreign countries donotengageintrade
with Iran dreading Washington’s punishment.

Iran
is currently the worst-hit

country by the coronavirusin the Middle East. The
coronavirus haskilled 5,869 people and infected 77,995
others, according to the latest figures released by the
Iranian health ministry on Thursday:.




Iran’s FM Praises Chinafor Helpin

Coronavirus Battle

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zariflauded China for
assistingthe Islamic Republicin the fightagainstthe novel coronavirus
and for condemning the US sanctions against Tehran.

Inaposton his Twitter accounton Thursday, written in the Chinese
language, the top Iranian diplomat gave details of the subjects he has

discussed with his Chinese counterpart Wang Yiin arecent telephone

10000 Rials

conversation.“l am very happy to talk to my old friend, Wang Yi, Chinese State
Councilorand Foreign Minister again. We exchanged views onissues of common interest, such

Saturday ,April 18 , 2020
No. 477

as fighting the new coronavirus epidemic, deepening the comprehensive strategic partnership

between the two countries, and the peace processin Afghanistan,” Zarifnoted.
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existed. Or maybe it
doesn’tknow whatit’s
doingin our backyard,
7,000 miles from home,”
hetweeted twoyearsago.
Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif
condemned US navy
presencein Persian Gulf
andsaidthatitcan’tseem
to find its' way around
our waters.

Major Energy, Water Projects to Be
Launched in Iran: Minister

Will COVIDI19- Erode Global Fight against
AIDS, Malaria, Other Diseases?

Lavina D’Souza hasn’t been able to collect her

government-supplied anti-HIV medication since the

abruptlockdown ofIndia's 1.3 billion people last month

duringthe coronavirus outbreak.

D’Souzasaid othersalso mustbe "suffering
because ofthe coronavirus withoutgetting
infected byit."

As the world focuses on the pandemic,
experts fear losing ground in the long
fight against other infectious diseases
like AIDS, tuberculosis and cholera that
kill millions every year. Also atrisk are
decades-longefforts thatallowed the World
Health Organization to set target dates
for eradicating malaria, polio and other
illnesses.

With the coronavirus overwhelming
hospitals, redirecting medical staff, causing
supply shortages and suspending health
services, "our greatestfear" isresources for
otherdiseasesbeingdiverted and depleted,
said Dr.John Nkengasong, head ofthe Africa
Centers for Disease Controland Prevention.
That is compounded in countries with
already overburdened health care systems,
like Sudan. Doctors at Al-Ribat National
Hospital in Sudan’s capital, Khartoum,
shared adocumentdetailing nationwide
measures: fewer patients admitted
to emergency rooms, elective surgeries
indefinitely postponed, primary care
eliminated fornon-critical cases, and skilled
doctorstransferred to COVID-19 patients.
Similar scenes are unfolding worldwide.
Evenin countries with highly developed
health care systems, such as South Korea,
patients seeking treatment for diseases
like TB had to be turned away, said Hojoon
Sohn, ofJohns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health, whoisbased in South Korea.
About30% of global TB cases-outof 10
million each year - are never diagnosed,
and the gapsin careare concentratedin 10
countries with the mostinfections, Sohn
said,accordingto AP.

"These are peoplelikely notseeking care
eveninnormal circumstances," he said."So
with the COVID-19 pandemicresultingin
health systems overload, and governments
issuing stay-at-home orders, itis highly
likely thatthe number of TB patients who
remain undetected willincrease.”

In Congo, already overwhelmed by the
latest outbreak of Ebola and years of
violent conflict, the coronavirus comes as
ameaslesoutbreakhaskilled over 6,000
people, said Anne-Marie Connor, national
director for World Vision, a humanitarian
aid organization.

"It’slikely we’ll see alotof ‘indirect’ deaths
fromotherdiseases," she said.

The cascadingimpact ofthe pandemicisn’t
limited to treatment. Other factors, like
accesstotransportation duringalockdown,
are threatening India’s progress on TB.
Patientsand doctors can'tgetto clinics,and
it'sdifficulttosend samples for testing.
India has nearly a third of the world’s TB
cases,and diagnosing patients hasbeen
delayed in many areas. Dr. Yogesh Jain in
Chhattisgarh - one of India’s poorest states -
and otherdoctors fearthatmeans"TB cases
would certainlyincrease.”
Coronavirus-related lockdowns also have
interrupted the flow of supplies, including
critical medicine, protective gear and
oxygen, said Dr. Marc Biot, director of
operations for international aid group
Doctors Without Borders.

"These are difficultto find now because
everybody isrushing for theminthe same
moment,” Biotsaid.

The fear of some diseases resurging
is further aggravated by delays in
immunization efforts for more than 13.5
million people, according to the vaccine
alliance GAVI. The international
organization said 21 countries are
reporting vaccine shortages following
border closures and disruptions to air
travel - mostly in Africa - and 14 vaccination
campaigns for diseases like polio and
measleshavebeen postponed.

Europe Still'in Eye' of Coronavirus Storm:

WHO

The World Health Organization's European office said

Thursday thatdespite some "optimisticsigns"insome

ofthe countries worsthitby the new coronavirus, the

number of cases wasrisingand approachingone million

inthe continentalone.

"Weremain in the eye of the storm,"
WHOregional director for Europe, Hans
Kluge, told anews conference, noting
thatabouthalfofworldwide confirmed
caseswerein Europe.

Kluge noted they had seen positive
signsintermsof"decliningnumbers"
in Spain, Italy, Germany, France and
Switzerland, AFPreported.

However, he said the "positive signals”
insome countries were overshadowed
by sustained or increased levels in
other countries, such as Britain, Turkey,
Ukraine, Belarus and Russia.

As some European countries have
started to ease some oftherestrictions
putin place to curb the spread, Kluge
urged countries to make sure that
controlmechanismswereinplace.

"[tisimperative thatwe donotletdown
our guard,” Kluge said.

Before easingrestrictions, Kluge said
countriesneeded to make sure evidence
showed thattransmission was under
control.

Countries also needed to ensure
that healthcare had the capacity "to
identify, isolate, test, trace contacts and
quarantine.”

Kluge also stressed thatrisks needed
tobe minimized in high-vulnerability
settings, suchasretirementhomesand
areas where peoplelivein crowded
places.

Workplaces also needed to take
preventative measures, and countries
needed to manage importation risks,
Kluge added.

If countries could not ensure these
criteria, Kluge urged them to "please
re-think."

On Wednesday, Denmark became
the first country in Europe to start
reopening schools, while Finland lifted
atravelblockade onthe Helsinkiregion.
Austria, Italy and Spain have also
allowed somebusinesses toreopen.

MP says sanctions cause
resistance of nation against
external pressure

An Iranianlawmaker said that
sanctions imposed by the US
againstIran causedresistance of
people ofthe countryinthe face
of external pressure.
“Sanctions caused the country
tobedependentonthe domestic
equipmentand productions,” MP
Mohammad Hossein Farhangi
told Mehr news agency on
Thursday.

Inareaction to the statements
of some political activists onthe
impactofsanctionsin the fight
against coronavirus, Farhangi

said that“inthe currentsituation
that almost all countries are
grappling with the coronavirus
pandemic, [slamic Republic of
Iran managed to contain the
disease excellently as compared
tothe European countries such
asltalyand Spain.”

Turning to the economic
aftereffects of sanctions, the
member of Parliament’s Plan
and Budget Commission said,
“sanctions brought about
positive and negative effectsin
the country. Sanctions provided
Iranto strengthen its ties with
other countries but enemies
breached their commitments

illogically and
sanctionsonIran.”
The United States withdrew
itself from Iran’s nuclear deal,
JCPOA, unilaterally and then, it
expresseditsregretinthe face
of sanctionsimposed against
Iranian people, Farhangiadded.
Strengthening the domestic
production is the solution to
overcome economic problems
inthe country, he said, adding,
“Iran can overcome sanctions
through international bodies.
China established necessary
cooperation with Iran in
recentdaysinthe fight against
coronavirus.”
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