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NEWS

‘Surgein Production’keyto
tackle economic downturn amid
COVID-19

Member of Parliament Research and Education
Commission Hojjatoleslam Seyyed Mohammad Bagher
EbadionMon.said that “Surge in Production” isthe best
strategy totackle economic downturn amid pandemic.
Hepointed to the capability and potential of the country
to overcome the coronavirus pandemicand added,
“surgingproductionisthebeststrategy todeal with the
economicdownturn caused by the outbreak.”
Thegovernmentshould boostitseconomicand political
ties with Eurasian and neighboring countries, he said,
adding, “thereisagreatcapacity in the region and
Iran should take advantage of these capacities for
confrontingthe USsanctions.”

He termed US medical sanctions imposed against
[ran ‘unjustand againstthe humanrights’and added,
“despite these sanctions, [slamic Republic of Iran has
high capacities and potentialsand can overcome the
challanges.”

“Surge in Production” was the motto chosen by the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution for the currentyear,
which started March 21,2020.

Spaniards Resume Non-Essential
Jobsdespite Surge in Coronavirus
DeathToll

Staffin food distribution, communications, sanitation
and other non-essential sectors are now allowed to
gotoworkin Spain, despite the country’s statusas the
world’s second-largest COVID-19 hotspot with over
17,000 deaths.

Police were handing out masks on Spanish metro
trains today as factory and construction workers were
allowed toresume theiractivities afteratwo-weekban,
although the wider coronaviruslockdown remainsin
force.

These workers will be able to return to work this
Monday following a 14-day self-isolation regime that
sawallindustries - exceptfor healthcareand food - shut
downacrossall of Spain, local mediareported. Backin
late March, the “non-essential” staffwere sent on paid
leave following a decision by Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez, RT reported.

With the lockdown partially lifted, schools, bars,
restaurants, cultural and leisure facilities will remain
closed until the COVID-19 peak has passed. The
containment measures have taken a heavy toll on
Spain’stourismindustryand havealsoled toarecession
inothersectors.

Thenews comesas Spain’s daily death toll wentup from
525 on Saturday to 603 on Sunday. Its total number
of coronavirus casualtiesisnowat 17,209; its pool of
confirmed cases-whichnears 167,000 - putsitbehind
onlythe United States.

The prospect of easing the shutdown stirred up fierce
debate among the Spanish political elite, who now
have to choose betweenreviving the economy and
containing the epidemic. The government of Catalonia
criticized the decision, describingitas “recklessness;”
whilethe Madrid authorities warned thatanother wave
of coronavirus cases would be “unforgivable.”

Raziinstitute launches SPF mice

breeding system

Deputy head of Razi Vaccine and Serum Research
Institute (RVSRI) announced on Monday thatthe body
haslaunched breeding system of Specific-pathogen-
free (SPF) mice.According to Ali Ameghi Roudsari, to
improveits products quality, the institute is conducting
negotiations with World Heath Organization (WHO)
and International Council for Laboratory Animal
Sciences (ICLAS).Razi Institute will be able to exportits
laboratory animalsin future under the permission of
theinternationalbodies, he hoped.
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COVIDI19-Crisis May Disrupt Food Supply
Chains, Vulnerable Households: FAO

The Food and Agriculture Organization
ofthe United Nations (FAO) warned that
in many countries informal laborers,

vulnerable urban populations and

othersthatrelyheavily on the marketare
likely to be hit by adverse effects of the
coronavirus pandemic

While the full
impact of the
COVID-19 crisis
is still unfolding,
itis clear thatthis
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Iran’s
Bushehr
Nuclear
Power Plant
to Get New
Fuel

Iran’s nuclear
power plantnear
the southern port
city of Bushehr
has been shut
down for periodic
maintenance, as
itsreactoris going
to receive fresh
fuel, the head of
the nuclear plant
said.

Reza Banazadeh

significantnegative
effectsonpeopleallalongthe
food supply chain, saysanew
reportreleased by FAO.
The report indicates that
whilethereis enough supply
of food in the world to feed
everyone, the COVID-19
outbreak has the potential
to disrupt critical food
supply chains severely, both
between countriesandinside
countriesinruraland urban
areas.
Thissituationislikely tohave

significant adverse effects
on the most vulnerable
actors, such as informal
laborers, vulnerable urban
populationsand others that
rely heavily on the market
to meet their food needs.
Reduced or lost wages
and unstable prices would
have serious implications
foracute food security and
malnutritionlevelsin these
populations.

potentially lead vulnerable
households to resort to
negative copingmechanisms,
includingareduced number
of meals, increased school
drop-out rates, reduced
means to cover health
expenditures, gender-
based violence, selling off
productiveassets, etc.

In this context, FAO has
reviewed its ongoing
humanitarian/resilience

countries and analyzed the
potentialimpacts ofthe virus
inorderto ensure continuous
support for the most
vulnerable and anticipatory
actions to address the
secondary effects of the virus.
Assuch, FAO tries to maintain
the provision of critical
assistance where thereare
already highlevels ofneed
while meeting new ones
emerging from the effects of

These impacts could

programming in different

the coronavirus.

Digital Marketing
Services

Digital marketing is the new goldmine.
[ttakes your businessright to where the
audienceisand draws attention to your
productsand serviceslike neverbefore.
Whatisdigital marketing?

Digital marketing involves the use of the
internetand digital products by marketers
to advertise their products.This often
includes the placement of ads in apps,
search engineresults pages, social media
profiles, creating and optimizing websites
andits contents,and so on.The aim of digital
marketingis to improve the visibility of
aproductorbusinessandits serviceson
the internet. Digital marketing is very
effective because the internetis where most
peopleare today and shop for or do almost
everythingtheyneed.

Digital marketingservices

Digital marketingis notasingle strategy. It
isanumbrella term for several strategies
thatdigital marketingagencies can use to
increase the visibility of your products or
businessontheinternet.

Jahandarpour Digital Marketing Agency

will provide your business with all online
marketing services across Australia. The
agencyisknownasbest SEO Melbourne
withagoodreputationinimplementing
growth hackingservicestohelpbusinesses'
growth.

Some ofthese digital marketing services
include:

Search engine optimization

Search engine optimization is often the
defaultgo-to digital marketing strategy for
most companies. Itis the most significant
aspectofdigital marketing, and maybe
all your business will need to drive the
necessary traffic for success.
SEOisastrategy thatinvolvesoptimizinga
website sothatitcanrankhigheronsearch
engineresults page. You can often hire the
services of SEO consultants to help define
the best pathway for your website SEO
campaign for maximum ROIs.

Blogger outreach

Ifyour productisnoveland you feelitisnot
getting the attention you think it deserves
-thatis,itisnotgetting the initial buzz you
were expecting, then you might wanttolook
outforablogger outreach campaign.
Blogger outreach is a digital marketing

service thatallows youto connect with big-
time bloggers with alarge following to talk
aboutyour productsso thattheir followers
cantalk, shareandlike your product. Thisis
bound to generate the necessary attention
foryour productorbusiness.

Social mediamanagement

Social media plays a critical role in any
businesstoday. People checkyour following
onsocial mediaandread other people's
reviews of your productbefore deciding to
buyit.

Social media managementservices help to
ensureyour productis presented to usersin
thebestpossiblelight on social media. This
way, the bestreviews and comments about
your products take the priority place. Social
mediamanagementwillalsoaimtoincrease
your followership base onsocial mediaand
createabuzzaboutyour products toraise
people'sawarenessaboutyourbusiness.
Pay-per-click

Pay perclickisapaid digital marketing
service. Itrequires constant funds to keep
the engine running. The good thingis, you
only getto pay for actual click through to
your product pageand notonly whenauser
seesyourads.
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EAEU removes import tariffson 10

Iranian products

The Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) hasremoved tariffrates for
theimportof 10 [ranian products,
according to the head of Iranian
National Union of Agricultural
Products.“The Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU) inaletter sentto the
Trade Promotion OrganizationofIran
(TPOI) saidithsremoved theimport
tariffs for 10 [ranian products,” the
Head of [ranian National Union of
Agricultural Products Reza Nourani
said. These products, subjected to
importtariffs by the Union, include
potatoes, onions, garlic, cabbages,
carrots, peppers, fruitjuices, wheat,

blackgrains,long-grainriceand baby
food,headded.Removingtariffrates
for Iranian products by Eurasian
Economic Union while the country
is under sanctions and grappling
with the outbreak of coronavirus
willincrease exportand production,
Nouraniemphasized.Turningtothe
required infrastructures, Nourani
said, “refrigerated containersshould
be added for increasing export.
Unfortunately, welackrefrigerated
containersforrailexportand/orthese
refrigerated containersshouldatleast
bepurchased orrented by Russiaand
Turkey”

said the Bushehr
Nuclear Power
Plant has been
shut down for
an overhaul
operation,
inspection and
fuelreloading.
Henoted thatone-
third of the fuel
usedintheplant’s
reactor will be
replaced.

The official also
said thatthe plant
has supplied
more than 7.2
billion kilowatt-
hours (kWh) of
electricity to the
national grid over
the pastyear.
Since coming
into operation
in 2011, the
nuclear planthas
generated over43
billion kilowatt-
hours (kWh) of
electricity, he
added.
Banazadeh also
highlighted the
precautionary
measures takenin
theplantfollowing
the outbreakofthe
novel coronavirus,
saying the
pandemichasnot
done any harm to
theactivities ofthe
power plant.

In September
2013, Iran took
temporary control
of the Bushehr
nuclear power
plant.
Russiahasagreed
to provide the
power plant’s
fuel for 10 years,
with the supply
deal committing

Tehran to
returning  the
spentfuel.

The power plant
became officially
operational and
was connected
to Iran’s national
gridin September
2011.
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Easing
lockdown

will follow
expertise
guidelines,
says gov't spox
The Government
spokesman Ali
Rabiei said on
Monday that any
decision to ease
lockdown and
reopen activities will
follow the expertise
guidelines.

Rabiei said in a
press conference
thatall the policies
concerning
coronavirus
outbreak are
pursued in
accordance with
guidelines of the
Health Ministryand
experts and a final
decision toresume
activities after
they were halted to
contain the virus,
will be taken on that
basis.

Heath experts in
Iran'shealth section
have produced
plenty of protocols
concerning
workplace sanitation
in order to reopen
the businesses,
accordingto Rabiei.
He said that the
governmentupdates
its knowledge of
the virus using
any information
available in any
country about the
contagion and the
plans to contain its
economiceffects.
Onthe formation of
new governmentin
Iraq, Rabiei said that
Iran'slongstanding
policyistorespect
Iraqi sovereignty,
obeyingthereligious
authority in the
countryandavoiding
any intervention in
Iraqiaffairs.
Warning that some
adventurous policies
cost people's lives
in the region, he
advised the United
States to grasp
a new realistic
understanding of its
ownwrong policies
inlraq.

On Afghanistan,
he said that Iran
supports formation
of a strong central
government in
Afghanistan and
will spare no effort
to help establish
such agovernment
as itisinline with
international
security and the fight
againstterrorism.

=

Gov'tspox: USnotin

position to block I'ran's loan
bid with IMF

Government spokesman Ali Rabiei said on Monday
thatthe United StatesisnotinapositiontoblockIran's
requested $5 billionloan from International Monetary
Fund.

Rabeisaid on Sunday that Washingtonisnotina
position to preventinternational organizations from
doingtheirlegal obligations.

The US must understand that international

of coronavirus

institutions are nottheir property and other countries
nottheirsubjects,he said inresponse toaquestion on
the USintention to blockIran's $5 billion loan bid from
IMF.

He underlined that IMF's response to the issue will
indicate thatparticipationininternational affairsisnot
subjectto unilateral policies by any state, adding that
IMF'sdecisionrepresents the moral and humanitarian
objectives ofthe funds established on humanitarian
basis.

Onlegal vote by a Luxembourgcourttoreleaselran's
money, Rabieisaid thatthe money wasblocked due to
the US claim and they were trying to move the money

Iran says US sanctions acting as 'oth column'

to the United States and
seize it by another
verdict.

He added that Iran's
Central Bank along
with a number of
Iranian lawyers
managed to overturn
both the verdicts and
release the money some of
which will be spent to afford

medical equipment and medicine to fight
coronavirus pandemic.

NEWS

"US medical terrorism

The Permanent Mission of Iran to the
United Nationsin a Sunday report called
the US sanctions the “fifth column” of the
pandemicby hamperingIran's efforts to
contain the deadly virus.

My J . The FEport
a“’/ﬁ" added that any
ISFAHAN act whatsoever
N E w s restrictingtheability

ofanationtotackle
NEWS the crisiswouldlet
the disease spread
like wildfireand consequently
weakentheglobal fightagainst
the pandemic.

The fulltextofthereport “the

hampering global efforts to
curb COVID-19'

Iran's Ambassador to Russia Kazem Jalali said the
United States policies are hampering the world
countries’ efforts to overcome the new coronavirus
crisis.

Inaphone conversation with Japanese Ambassador
to Moscow Tyohisa Kozuki on Monday, Jalali said the
UShasbeen causing many challenges for Iranin the
processofreceivingmedicaland humanitarian supplies,
describing Washington’s measures as “medical
terrorism”.

Overthe pastweeks, the international community has
been making calls on the UStolift theillegal sanctions,
which have hampered Tehran’s access to lifesaving
medical supplies as the countryis trying to contain the

ImpactsofUSSanctionsonthe  ynderminetherelatedability On 27 February 2020, almostimpossible.

WarAgainstCoronavirus”isas  oftargeted nations and the the US Treasury finalized Moreover,the only message

coronavirus and help treatthe patients.
The Iranianambassador expressed gratitude to Japan

follows:

The entire world is now
facing a World War Against
COVID-19.Thisrelentlessand
highly contagiousvirus,asthe
common enemy ofthe whole
human family, is seriously
threateningthelives ofallwith
nodistinctionastonationality,
race, color;religionorgender.
At this common fight, all of
humanityisonthe samefront.
But, despite ourtirelessefforts,
accordingtothe World Health
Organization (WHO), thevirus
isclearly“accelerating”

We MUST win this battle by
standingunited, goingbeyond
mere “expressionofsolidarity”
and demonstrating “solidarity
in action” as well as well-
coordinated international
cooperation.

To succeed quickly and
sustainably, we mustensure
that no individual, family,
community or nationisleft
behind as no nation will be
spared andno onewillbe safe
until everyone all over the
worldissafe.
Sanctionsfunctionasenemy’s
“fifthcolumn”
Anyactwhatsoeverrestricting
the ability of a nation to
tacklethe crisiswouldletthe
disease spread like wildfire
and consequently weaken
the global fight against the
pandemic.

A clear example is the
continued application of
unilateral sanctions, which

whole world to fight the
pandemic. Accordingly, their
applicationunderthe current
unprecedented global health
crisisinvolvingall nationsis
againstthe commoninterests
ofhumanity.

Inshort,in our common fight
against COVID-19, sanctions,
byunderminingour frontfrom
withinin favor of the enemy,
function exactlylike the “fifth
column” Itisbutatreachery.
SanctionsinhibitIran’sability
tofight COVID-19.
Whilelranisexperiencingone
oftheworstoutbreaks ofthe
coronavirus, the USsanctions
-which,accordingto the US
officialsarethe mostextensive
sanctions ever imposed on
a country -- are drastically
hindering Iran’s efforts to
identify andtreatpatientsand
effectively preventthe spread
ofthevirus.

This is despite the fact that
Iran’s medical facilities,
doctors and nurses are
among thevery finestin the
world, and the professional
nature ofits national effortsto
suppress COVID-19ishighly
acknowledged by the WHO.
The so-called humanitarian
exemptionsarenotworking.
To escape from the disgrace
of the illegal and immoral
nature of sanctions, the US
officials continueto claimthat
humanitarian and medical
needs are exempt from
sanctions.

with much fanfare “The
Swiss Humanitarian Trade
Arrangement” (SHTA)
allowingcertainhumanitarian
transactions with Iran.
However, this narrow
channeldoesnotmatchIran’s
humanitarian needs in the
currentsituation.

The United States has forced
SHTA to pursue avery tight
and tough procedure, under
the pretexts like “ensuring
the utmost transparency”
or “enhanced due diligence”
-- requiring companies to
provide extensiveinformation
tothe Treasury Department
every month on the Iranian
beneficiaries of the goods, the
Iranian companies’business
relationships and financial
detailsandalike--thusmaking
itpractically very difficult for
companiestotradewithIran.
Additionally, almost
impossible or cumbersome
nature of transferringIran’s
reservesblocked outside the
country to the designated
Swissbank, notonly doesnot
allow the SHTA to function
properlynowbutmayactually
renderitredundantinamatter
offewmonths.

Likewise, recently several
companies that supply the
medical equipmentrequired
to fight the coronavirus
have stopped shipping to
Iranbecause the current US
sanction’s regime makes the
shippingofsuchitemstoIran

of the U.S. additional new
sanctions, imposed in the
midst of the coronavirus
outbreak, is that companies
mustavoid doinganybusiness
with Iran, eveniftheirworkis
humanitarianinnature.

In short, the US sanction’s
regime, includingitsrelated
penalties, is extremely broad
and has created acompliance
minefield for thelegal trade
with Iranand consequently,
medical suppliers and relief
organizations simply steer
clear of doing business in
Iraninthefearofaccidentally
getting caught up in the US
sanctions’web.

Emergency aid is not the
panacea

From the start of the
COVID-19 outbreak, Iran
hasreceived emergency aid
fromneighboringand other
countriesas wellasthe WHO
and certain humanitarian
organizations, which are
highly valuable and much
appreciatedin currenttrying
times.

However, foravastcountrylike
[ranwithapopulationofnearly
83 million, whichisamongthe
worstimpacted countries by
COVID-19, such emergency
aidisnotthepanaceaas,under
the currentpandemic, donor
countries themselves face
theirown crises. Accordingly,
neither Iran nor any other
country can rely only on
emergencyaids.

for supporting Iranin the fightagainstthe coronavirus
(COVID-19).

Earlierin April, Japan announced plans to provide for
free the anti-flu drug Avigan to 20 countries, including
Iran, hopingto use it to treat coronavirus patients.
The Japanese ambassador, for his part, expressed
commiserations with the families of the Iranian
victimsand hailed Iran’s efforts in the fightagainst the
COVID-19.During their conversation, the two sides
alsodiscussed thelatestdevelopmentsin the region,
includingthesituationin Syria, Iraqg, Libyaand Yemen.

Senior judiciary officials to
grant 20% of their monthly

wages to corona-hit Iranians
Judiciary Chief Ayatollah Seyyed Ebrahim Raeisi
announced on Monday that seniorjudiciary officials
aretoallocate 20 percent of their monthly wages for
three consecutive months to those mostaffected by the
coronavirus.Thejudiciary chiefadded thatthe decision
hasbeenmade following the last week command of the
Leader ofthe Islamic Republic, urging all Iranians to
perform 'Equality and Sincere Assistance Maneuver',in
abid to show sympathy and provide sincere assistance
totheneedy and the poorinsociety.

The commanders ofIran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps (IRGC) haveallocated 20% of their wages to the
fightagainstthe coronavirus pandemic.

[slamic Revolutionary Guard Corps Spokesman Second
Brigadier General Ramezan Sharifbroke the news on
Sunday, saying, “The commanders ofthe IRGC, including
thoseinthe headquarters as well as the provincial
chiefs, have decided to participate in this Sincere
Assistance and will give out 20% of their salaries to help
provide the needs of the fellow citizens who havelost
theirjobs dueto the coronavirus outbreak.”

Due tothe same command, the IRGC, Basijand Imam
KhomeiniReliefFoundation, as well as other volunteer
forces, have started aiding needy people since the
beginning ofthe coronavirusbreakout, butthe Leader's
command made them re-united for carrying out the
maneuverallacross the country.

Sanctionsillegitimatelyblock
Iran'smoneyandloanrequest

The United States' unilateral, extraterritorial sanctions are in
contradiction with the principles ofinternational law, including
territoriality, non-intervention, free trade, equal sovereignty and
democracy; because the sanctions target companies, banks and
tradersin other countries, cause interventionininternal affairs of
third countriesand obstructfreetrade, Iran's Vice Presidentfor Legal
Affairswroteinanarticle.

Inanarticle publishedindaily Persian-language "Iran", LayaJoneidi
the Vice President of Iran for Legal Affairs said that sanctions are
be followed by Human Rights violation when theyblockanation's
general and fundamental needslike food, medicine and medical
equipmentand financial transactions.

Shewentonto elaboratethatthe International Courtof]ustice, forthat
reason, ordered tostopimplementation of sanctions onthose goods

beforehearingthe main casefiled by Iranagainstthe United States.

The coronavirus outbreakand the need for medical equipmentand
medicinetofightagainstthevirus,hasrevealed the severeinhumane,
and of course, illegitimate and illegal nature of the sanctions, Joneidi
added.The official also said: "The outbreakindicated that the
sanctions, inaddition toviolation of the aforementioned principles,
inevitablyinfringe fundamentalhumanrightsand otherprinciples
like the principle of cooperation to controland containsuchdecease;
theprincipleshavebeenmentionedinthe United Nations charterand
World Health Organization'sdocuments."Sanctionsendanger health
system ofthe target countryin two ways: first, medical companies
areunwillingto provide those countries with therequired medical
equipmentand medicine for fear ofbeing deprived of the market;
second, evenifsome companiesprovide the targetcountrywith their
demands, they cannotbe paid because offinancialblockade,assaid by
Joneidi.Shestressed thatthe United Statesisinviolation ofitsspecial
commitmentsto cooperatein controlling contagious deceasesand

this

fact should be a
basis for international financial institutions, including
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, to
ignore unilateral sanctions in their consideration of loan
requests.
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Key Parl. emt. todiscuss government’s measures

againstoutbreak

Iranian Parliament’s National Security and Foreign Policy Commission
willhold ameeting on Tuesday afternoon to discuss the plans of Rouhani’s
administration for combating the coronavirus outbreak.

Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade Reza Rahmani and Finance Minister Farhad
Dejpasand will attend the meeting as administration’s representatives.

The Parliamentheld an open session last week with VP Jahangiri and Health Minister

o
ISFRHAN

Iransays US NEWS
sanctions acting news
Iran
as 'oth column'of
. G20 agreestocut
coronavirus . .
5 | oil productionby
Sanctions 3.7 mb/d: Minister
illegitimatelyblock Iran’s  minister  of
Iran's money andloan petroleumsaid on Sunday
eveningthat G20 countries
request

Spaniards Resume Non-
Essential Jobs despite
Surgein Coronavirus

DeathToll

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

agreed to reduce oil
B productionby 3.7 million

barrelsaday.

Bijan Zangeneh said that

SaudiArabia, Kuwait, and

the UAE announced that
o they would reduce their

share of oil production

J | by 2 mb/d besides what

g £ G PRty wasagreedin OPEC-Plus
05:05:41 meeting.

Noon call to prayer: Speaking after the extra

13:02:48 session of OPEC-Plus,

Evening call to prayer:

19:52:47

WEATHER

Zangenehsaid themeeting
was a follow-up for the
Thursday and Friday
meetings,in which Mexico
disagreed withreduction
of10mb/d.

Hesaid accordingto the
agreement, Mexico
should have reduced
its production by 400
thousandbarrelsbutdidn’t
agreewiththat.

Saeed Namakiin participation to address the country’s measures against the outbreak.

10000 Rials Lawmakers will hold two open sessions on Tuesday and Wednesday.
] According to the latestannouncement of the Health Ministry on Sunday, the number of COVID-19
Tuesday'iAp;[;:4 , 2020 infectionshashit 71,686 with the death tollrisingto 4,474.
0.

COVIDI19-Crisis May Disrupt Food Supply
Chains. Vulnerable Households: FAO

Attar Nishapuri; shining star of poetry and

mysticism

Today is the birthday of Attar of Nishapurior Neyshaburi

- 12th-century greatIranian poet-, and Iran marks

national day of Attar.

Iran's history, culture and literature is
intertwined by the names of numerous
greatfiguresand intellectuals who have
made major contribution to civilization
of Iran with effective role in creating
civilization of the entire international
community.

Abl Hamid bin Abii Bakr Ibrahim (c.
1145-c.1221) better known by his
pen-names Farid ud-Din and ‘Attar, was
aPersian poet, theoretician of Sufism,
and hagiographer from Nishapur who
had animmense andlastinginfluence
on Persian poetry and Sufism. Mantiq-
ut-Tayr [The Conference of the Birds]
and [1ahi-Nama [The Book of Divine] are
among his mostfamous works.

On the occasion of the national day
of Attar of Nishapur's National Day,
cultural and scientific meetings will be
heldin cyberspace (due to Coronavirus
outbreak) for three nights from April
12th to 14, with the participation of
university teachers, scholars ofliterature
and perfumers.

Attar was a 12-centruy poet in the
northeasternancientcity of Neyshabur
(or Nishabur), currently a city in the
Iranian Province of Khorasan-e Razavi.
His mausoleum hasrendered beauty to
the city with turquoise tomb, a tourist
attractioninlran.

Attar (Apothecarist) was also a
renowned figure in medicine and
pharmaceuticals of his time; that's the
reason of appellation. But he is now
known for his literary works, on top
of which is Manteq al-Tayr, or The
Conference of the Birds. Thebookisa
long epic poem thatsymbolized birds
of various kinds each as human moral

behaviors. Throughoutthe story, Attar
has highlighted ethical lessons via
metaphorsand otherliterary techniques
and figures of speech.

In addition to the above mentioned
masterpiece, the famous Iranian poet
has other works, including Pand-Nama,
which is the first work of Attar being
translated into otherlanguages. Attar,
isalso known as a Sufi, has devoted his
only prose work, Tadkerat al-awlia, to
biographies of classical Sufis.

Other prominent poetic works of the
Iranian poetinclude Khosrow-nameh,
[lahi-Nama and Divan. Attar hasbeen
named as the master by some other
Persian Sufisand poetes.]Jalalad-Din
Muhammad Rumi, for instance, has
called him the 'spirit' with himselfthe
'shadow'.

The name of Attar wentbeyond borders
of Iran and Persian-Arabic speaking
communities when his works were
translated into otherlanguages. Antoine
Isaac Silvestre de Sac, a Frenchlinguist
and Orientalist was among the first
scholars who translated Attar's works.
A.]. Arberry, Baron Eric Hermelin and
Gabriel GaiTelin are justafew to name.
There have beenalso other non-Iranian
intellectuals who have commented on
Attar'sworks.

The prominent Argentine poet, essayist,
and short-story writer, Jorge Luis Borges,
has compared Attar's The Conference
ofthe Birds with the Divine Comedy of
Dante. “Thatanyone has ever beenable
tosurpassone ofthe great figures of the
Divine Comedy seems incredible, and
rightly so,' he saysin his Nine Essayson
Dante,addingthat 'nevertheless, the feat
hasoccurred.”

The poethasbeenvalued by Iranians
throughoutthehistory.In contemporary
Iran, April 14 is designated as Attar's
National Day in the Persian calendar to
mark the contribution his works have
madeto the Persianliterature.

OPEC, Russiaapprove biggest-ever oil cut to

supportprices amid coronavirus pandemic

OPECandalliesled by Russiaagreed on Sundaytoarecord

cutinoutputto prop up oil prices amid the coronavirus

pandemicinanunprecedented deal with fellow oil

nations,includingthe United States, thatcould curbglobal

oilsupply by %20.

Measures to slow the spread of the
coronavirus have destroyed demand for fuel
and driven down oil prices, strainingbudgets
of oil producersand hammering the U.S. shale
industry, which is more vulnerable to low
pricesduetoits higher costs.

The group, known as OPEC+, said it had
agreed toreduce outputby 9.7 millionbarrels
perday (bpd) for May and June, after four
days oftalks and following pressure from U.S.
President Donald Trump to arrestthe price
decline.

OPEC+ sourcessaid they expected total global
oil cutstoamounttomore than 20 millionbpd,
or 20 percentof global supply, effective May 1.
OPEChadthe same figureinits draftstatement
butremoved itfrom the final version.
Thebiggestoil cuteveris more than fourtimes
deeperthan the previousrecord cutin 2008.
Producers will slowly relax curbs after June,
althoughreductionsinproductionwill stayin
place until April 2022.

Inastatement from the White House, Trump
welcomed the commitment by Saudi Arabia
and Russia “toreturn oil production tolevels
consistentwith global energy and financial
market stability.”Earlier on Twitter, Trump
wrote: “The big Oil Deal with OPEC+ isdone.
Thiswill save hundreds ofthousands ofenergy
jobsinthe United States.”Thanking Russian
President Vladimir Putin and Saudi King
Salman for pushing the deal through, Trump
added: “Ijustspoke to them... Great deal for
all,”0il demand has dropped by around a
third because of the coronavirus pandemic.
Oil prices jumped more than $1 abarrelin
Monday trading after the agreement, but
gains were capped amid concern thatitwould
notbe enough to head off oversupply with the
coronavirus pandemichammering demand.
Total global cuts will include contributions
fromnon-members, steeper voluntary cuts
by some OPEC+membersandstrategicstocks
purchases by the world’slargest consumers.
Saudi Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin
Salman told Reuters thatreal effective cuts by
OPEC+would total 12.5 million bpd because
SaudiArabia, the United Arab Emirates and
Kuwait would cut supplies steeper given
higher outputin April.Three OPEC+ sources
said non-members Brazil, Canada, Indonesia,
Norway and the United States would
contribute 4 million to 5 million bpd.

Exports of petrochemical
products continue despite

“Currently, Iran petrochemical productsare exported
toalmostall countries,” spokesman of the Iranian Oil,
Gasand Petrochemical Products Exporters' Union
Seyyed Hamid Hosseini told ILNA.

He said in an exclusive interview with ILNA news
agency thatin exports of products we have no problem,
butprices have fallenrecently.

“Duetothe cold weather and the protective measures
againstthe new coronavirus, the export of many
productssuch as diesel fuel and gasoline was almost
stopped, butthe export of oil derivatives from the

Persian Gulf Star Refinery (naphtha, diesel, and
gasoline) tobe continued, headded.

Accordingto Hamid Hosseini, Iran's exports to Iraq
have been suspended for about two weeks, but the
problemhasbeenresolved and itisnowexported from
theborders ofthe Kurdistan Region, ParvizKhanand
mainly Bashmag.

Chinaisthetop destination forIran's petrochemical
products, butthe UAE purchased $2 billion worth from
March2018toMarch2019.

Even though the United Statesimposed sanctions on
the entire petrochemical sectorin November 2018,
the UAE spentabout $481 million on Iranian exports
from December 2018 through March 2019, according
to Tehran’s official data.
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