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Iran’s exports to Qatarvia

Bushehr ports up 37% per

annum

More than 830,000 tons of goods worth $157
million were exported from Iran’s southern
Bushehr provinceto QatarinthelastIranianyear
(ended March 19),asenior official said.

Head of Bushehr province's Industry, Mine and
Trade Organization Seyed Hossein Hosseini
added thatthe figuresindicatea37%and 23%
annual growth in terms of value and volume,
respectively.

Minerals, construction materials and
agricultural products were the main exports
from Bushehrto the Persian Gulf country.

Iran and Qatar share longstanding amicable
tiesinthe political and economicarena. The
neighborshavebeentryingtoboosttheirtrade
volume in the pastyears, thanks to the direct
marineroutes thathave paved the way torealize
thisgoal.

Accordingto Hosseini, Dayyer, Bushehrand Buol
Kheyraccount for the largest portion ofgoods
sentto Qatarinthesaid period.

China's US Envoy Says Trade
Deal Being Implemented

Chinaisstillimplementing the first phase of
aSino-US trade pact, itsambassador to the
United States said, buthoped the two could work
togethertoassessthe changingsituation and
coordinate theirresponse.

Theworld'stwo biggesteconomies signed the
tentative deal to pause a damaging tariff war
inJanuary, before the coronavirus pandemic
spread, threatening a global economic
depression.

Cui Tiankai said China was still buying US
agricultural products,and wasliftingsome curbs
faced by foreign companies enteringits financial
market, the Global Times newspaper said.

"We also hope thatthe economic teams of the
two countries can sittogether or hold video
conferencestoassess the changingsituationand
coordinate ourresponse,”itquoted Cuiassaying,
Reutersreported.

Thevirus, whichhasinfected 1.7 million people
andKkilled 108,000in 214 countries, is believed
to have originated in China's central city of
Wuhanlatelastyear.

South Pars refineries up and
running despite COVID-19

All the refineries processing South Pars gas
outputare operating normallyand thereisno
drop intheir outputdespite the coronavirus
outbreak, an official with the South Pars Gas
Complexsaid.

Ali Ahmadi, the complex’s caretaker of
coordination and production control, said,
"With the operation of South Pars Gas Complex
refineries, in orderto achieve sustainable and
maximum productioninthe special conditions of
the coronavirus outbreak, appropriate measures
atthelevel of refinery operation management
havebeendone.”

Headded, "According to the health instructions
of the Ministry of Petroleum, the necessary
equipmenthavebeen procured forthe presence
of colleagues,and gas production is constantly
being monitored to achieve maximum
production and sustainability.”

The official also underlined the importance of
gas condensate production and continuous
delivery of the item to consumers,adding, “The
production situation of this productis always
monitored and sentto therelevantbases.”
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Prolonged shutdown in Iranmay leave 4

millionJobless

The spokesman for the Iranian

administration Ali Rabiei has warned

thatalong-term shutdown of businesses

amid the outbreak of coronavirusandthe

government’s non-interventionin the

labor market policies could resultin the

unemployment of more than 4 million

peopleinthe country.

Inanop-edarticle,
Rabiei said the
outbreak of the
novel coronavirus
YT hasdirectlyharmed
TN the activities of
around 3.3 million
official workforces and has
caused the closure of more
than 1.5 million official and
unofficialworkshopsacross
the country.
Amid the outbreak of
COVID-19,theadministration
has adopted a policy that
makes the protection of the
lives and health of people
a priority, the speaker
underlined, saying the policy
alsoentailsplanstosupplythe
needs forearningalivelihood
and protect the economy
within the framework of
health protocols.
The decisionstoisolate the
coronavirus patients, carry
out the social distancing
plan, and implement the
smart social distancing
scheme are the results of
the strategy adopted by the
administration,headded.
Rabieithenunderscored that
Iranmustcarryoutthe smart
social distancing plan with
ahealth-oriented strategy,
otherwisetheeconomywhich

JM/@;;

hasbeen already hit by the
sanctions willlose its power
inthemedium term and will
even fail to implement the
health-oriented policies.
The spokesman said the
outbreakof coronavirus has
directly affected nearly 3.3
million official workforces
andhasledtothe shutdown of
more than 1.5 million official
and unofficial workshops
acrossthe country.

“Four million unofficial
workingforcesinthe country
arepronetotheinterruption
or reduction of activities,
wage cuts or dismissal,” he
noted.

Rabieithennoted thatmore
than 12 million workers
are engaged in the service
sector of the country,
saying theinitial impacts of
unemploymentcaused by the
coronavirus have appeared
inatleast 10 occupational
sections that were shut
downimmediately after the
outbreakof COVID-19.
Theeconomicgrowthwillbe

experiencinga 0.4 percent
decrease during the first
three months of outbreak of
the disease, the spokesman
stated, warning that
prolongation of the situation
will produce secondary
effects, includingadramatic
rise in the unemployment
rate.

The studies show that
creation of newjobsinthe
smallbusinesses and small-
scale factories will not be
possible until at least two
years after their closure, he
noted.
Coronavirusonlinetest
Ifyouare worried thatyou
may have contracted the
Coronavirus, take this test
rightnow.

“According to the statistics
from the Labor Ministry,
in practice, a long-term
shutdown and non-
intervention in the labor
market  policies  will
increase the number of the
unemployed to more than
four million people,” Rabiei

added, sayingitwouldinclude
3.3 millionjobs with social
insurance coverage and
around 700,000 unofficial
jobs.

The spokesman finally noted
that the latest statistics
for coronavirus offered
by the Health Ministryata
Wednesday session of the
cabinet suggest that the
rate of severe infectionsand
deathsisonthe decline with
amildrate.
“Ontheonehand, the plans
to control the morbidityand
the process of movement
ofthe patients with the use
of technical methods for
monitoringand surveillance
are on the agenda, and
on the other hand, the
economicactivistsare given
the choice of running their
businesses,” Rabieisaid ofthe
administration’snew policy,
describingthe schemeasthe
mostsuccessful experiencein
theworldinthe fightagainst
coronavirus.

Iran exported more
electricity to neighbors 10
this year: official

Spokesman of Iranian Ministry of Energy
Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadi said thatthe country
exported more electricity to neighboring
countries thisyearas compared tolastyear.

According to the country’s 6th Five-Year
Socioeconomicand Cultural Development

Plan, the ministry mustreduce the losses of
the country’selectricity networktoless than

percent, headded.

Presently, the ministry has managed to
decrease the rate of electricity network’s
losses to less than 10 percent, he said,
adding, “accordingly, the trend of nationwide
electricity network’slosseslastyearwasona
completely downward trajectory and this will
continue thisyear [started March 21,2020].”

Turningtothe currentsituation ofthe country

amid the coronavirus pandemic, he stated,
“the Ministry of Energy has taken measures

to prevent power officials from referring to

basisthisyear”

subscribers’ residences for registering power
meters consumed.”

He pointed to the export of electricity by
the Islamic Republic of Iran to neighboring
countries and added, “based on the
commitments made in thisregard, [ran’s
exportofelectricity will continue onaregular

NO 459

Solution: NO 458

N
ﬂ
w

8
3
2
6
4
1
)
9
Il

ON WO O | N[~ O -
A2 OIN W OOIN O O,
OO W N+~ OO N|0 | — | ©
N®O|IO - O|W (N &
O [=00NWOIINMD O

W NO|O 6 h~|—=On
O gh|lwW N —=~|O
= 00O NINO »|o |~

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
said that low-risk activities
receiving authorization code
will resume throughout Iran by
observinghealth protocols next
Saturday.

"Reopeningoflow-riskbusinesses
isapartofgreater Smart Social
Distancing plan for provinces
which started yesterday and it
willstartin TehrannextSaturday,”
President Rouhanisaid during
the Anti-Coronavirus National
Headquartersmeetingon Sunday
morning.

| News |
President Rouhani: Low-risk

activities toresume next weekin Iran

He added that Health Ministry
has guided vocational unions
askingto starttheir activities to
receive authorization code from
aninternetportal designed forthis
purposeandtobecome connected
with the ministry through the
portal.

Rouhanivowed the businesses
cooperatingwith Health Ministry
to receive the authorization
code and complying with health
protocols will receive a sign
representingtheireffortstoensure
people'shealth.
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What's News

Gradual increase
inoil production
from the West

Karoon oil fields
The CEO of "Matn"
Company said that
his firm which is
active in the field
of development
programs of West
Karoon oil fields,
last year had a plan
to increase gradual
production and it will
be continued thisyear.
Referring to the
naming ofthisyearas
"surgeinproduction”,
"Touraj Dehghani"”
said: "Emphasis and
relying on domestic
capabilitiesare on the
agendaandthe "Matn"
Companyistryingto
playitsrole wellin this
direction."

Regarding the most
important activities
of the text company
last year (according
to Iranian Calendar),
Dehghani said:
"Lastyear, due to the
company's field of
activity,whichis mostly
concentrated in West
Karoon, itstarted with
almostunprecedented
floods and challenges,
and more activitiesin
thefield of socialissues
and Thesolutiontothe
problemswastheflood
of the people of the
regionandtheprovince
of Khuzestan.
Recently, National
Iranian Oil Company
(NIOC) too, said that
the development
activities of the
company in the joint
fields of West Karoon
and South Pars are
seriously being
pursued and their
resultsare evident.
Karim Zubeidi, NIOC’s
director forintegrated
planning, said
developingjointoiland
gas fields in western
Iran were ongoingand
the fate of almost all
ofthe fieldshad been
determined by NIOC.
He outlined NIOC’s
performance in the
field in recent years,
saying the activities
were mostly focused
on developing West
Karoonand South Pars
fields.

The official said Qatar
started production
from South Parssooner
than Iran, and it was
rapidly advancing,
but, fortunately, in
recentyears, [ran was
able to take the lead
in daily gas extraction
from the field at
times.
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UsS Senator
Submits Bill
to Withdraw
American

Forces from
SaudiArabia

ARepublicanmember
of the US Senate
submitted a bill to
withdraw US forces
from Saudi Arabiaif
itdoesnotadhereto
the plantoreduce oil
production.
According to Al-
Hurra TV channel,
the proposed bill
submitted by
Senator Bill Cassidy
of Louisiana, the
oil-producing
state, stipulated to
withdraw USforces30
daysafterapproval,
i.e.one month faster
than a similar bill
introduced by two
other Republican
memberslastMarch.
Cassidy introduced
the bill as OPEC+,
a production group
including Saudi Arabia
and other countriesin
the Organisation of
Petroleum Exporting
Countriesandallies
including Russia,
closed on a deal to
slashoil outputbya
record amount of
about 15 million
barrels,or 15 percent
of global production.
The spread of the
coronavirus has
crushed oil demand
atthe sametime that
Saudi Arabia and
Russiaraced to pump
oil for marketshare,
pushing prices to
declinetothelowest
levelin 18 years.

The TV channel
quoted Cassidy as
stating, “The extra
oilfrom SaudiArabia,
the world’s top oil
and gas producer, has
madeitimpossible for
energy companiesin
the United States to
compete.”
“Withdrawing US
forces placed to
protectothersmeans
that friendship and
supportareatwo-way
street,” headded.
Cassidy’s bill faces
anuphill battle as it
will have to passthe
Senate, the House of
Representativesand
thenbe signed by US
President Donald
Trump to become
law. Nonetheless,
Congress could take
actionagainst Saudi
Arabia if it does not
comply with the plan
tocutoil production.

'Iran studying possibility
of COVID-19 as biological

warfare'

Head of Health Department of General Staff of the Armed
Forces of the [slamic Republic of [ran said comprehensive
studies are underway to address the possibility of biological
warfare behind the COVID-19 outbreakin the country.
Inaninterview with Mehr News Agency, Second Brigadier
General Hassan Araghizadeh said, “Every countryislooking
into the matter to see thelikelihood of any biological warfare
behind theissue.”

“The Iranian scientific centers are also conductingresearches
inthisregard, however, a definite decision needs more time
and effort,” headded.

General Araghizadeh noted that the armed forces are
equipped with necessary skills and facilities to identify any
biological threatin time and carry outtreatmentprocedures,
addingthatspecial health sectorsare dedicated to carrying
outextensive research and taking the necessary measuresin
counteringbioterrorism.

The Iranianarmed forces have been playinganactiverolein
combatting the new pandemic.

Accordingto General Araghizadeh, 70% ofthe capacities of the
Iranianarmed forces’ hospitalsare dedicated to the treatment

of coronavirus patients.

“We have also committed
ourselves to provide
about 10,000 beds for the
patientsrecovering from
the disease,” headded.

The armed forces have also
been active in disinfecting
publicplacesacrossthe country.
The deadly coronavirus has
infected over 1.7 million people and
takenthelives ofover 100,000 around the world since
its outbreakin China’s Wuhanin December.

100 days later: Who won the war?

The assassination of Lt. Gen. Qasem
Soleimaniand Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis,
which was carried out 100 days agoina
terroristattackin Baghdad’sinternational
airport, may be considered the biggest
miscalculation and security mistake by the
United Statesever.

By:Mahdi Azizi
However, the
assassination
was said to be a
unilateral and
personal decision
by Trump and
some other officials in
the White House and the
Pentagon, whichrevealed
Trump and hisinner circle’s
misunderstanding of the
regional events.

Trump made the decision
to achieve his desired
results.Inarush caused by
confusion, the US president
soughtresults thathe had
imagined could be achieved
by the assassination of Lt.
Gen.Soleimani.
Oneoftheimportantdriving
factorsin Trump’s decision-
making process and his
insane political approach
was toachieve his electoral
interests. It was assumed
thattheassassination could
affectthe 2020 election in
his favor. Also, by martyring
Lt. Gen. Soleimani the White
House had theillusion that
it can bring the political
situationinIraqunderits
control, an issue which
was defined by Trump’s
domesticgoals.

Of course, the pressure
applied by the Zionist
regime and its interests
played an important role
in US decisions. Tel Aviy,
meanwhile, was under
domestic pressure and
failed to form a cabinet. It
alsowasbeingthreatened
by the Lebanese Hezbollah
and resistance groups in
Palestine.

It was believed that the
main reason for failures
ofthe USand Israelin the
regionwas Iran, particularly
the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps Quds Force
whose commander enjoyed
acharismaticpersonality.

NEWS

Numerous political and
field achievements and
the success of the axis of
resistance in Palestine,
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, and
Yemen, as well as the
repeated failures of Saudi

Arabia, as an Israeli-
American stooge, are the
mainreasonsthatled Trump
tomake suchadecision.
Trump was trying to
change the situation in
Iran, which had been put
under maximum political
and economic pressure, in
US favor by assassinating
commander Soleimani. By
looking at the events that
followed the assassination
and the regional
developments, one can see
Trump's miscalculations
and wrong decision.

The assassination of the
Quds Force commander
was opposed by many
Americans. The opposition
emerged evenatthe political
level and worldwide, as
many believed Lt. Gen.
Soleimaniwasanimportant
figure in the fight against
terrorism and ISIS. They
viewed his assassination
in contrast to the US anti-
terrorism claims.
Accordingto polls, Trump’s
popularity and a chance of
winning the nextelection
have even declined amatter
that he did not expect.
Many Americans are well
aware that Trumpis, infact,
a tool for implementing
the “madman theory”.
He has the mission to use

American citizens as a
means to meet the goal of
3 percentofthe American
Jewish community, which
is political and economic
exploitation.

Trump may never have
predicted thatlarge crowds
in Iran, Iraq, Syria, and
the countries classified
as members of the axis of
resistance would attend
the funeral processions
for commander Soleimani.
The funeral, which was
attended by millions of
people, was actually an
anti-US referendum that
showed how popular the
discourse of the resistance
movement is. In fact, the
Americans realized that
“Martyr Soleimani” is more
alive and more dangerous
for the enemy than “Qasem
Soleimani”.

Evaluations showed that
most of those who paid
homage to Qasem Soleimani
before his martyrdom and
lookedathimasaheroand
legendary commanderinthe
fightagainstterrorism,now
considerhimnotasaperson
butaschool.

But another issue that
the Americans sought to
achieve by assassination
was to reduce the sphere
of the influence of the
Iranian Islamicresistance
movement in Palestine
and Iraq. The Americans
assumed by conducting the
terroristattack, they would
be able to reduce Iran’s
influence intheregionand

have more chance to carry
out their plans in Iraq.
Therefore,alittle while after
the assassination, reducing
theIranianinfluenceinthe
regionbecomesahotbutton
subject for Western media
outlets.

This was another huge
miscalculation by the
Americans. They did not
know that in addition
to his commanding and
charismatic personality,
what made Haj Qasem
Soleimani a great figure,
was his questforadiscourse
thatisbeingled by Ayatollah
Khamenei. Itisadiscourse
that contains theory and
worldview of martyrdom.
Although the martyrdom
of Commander Soleimani
wasagreatblowtolranand
the axis of resistance, itdid
notmean thatIran would
remain inactive from now
on. Tehran immediately
appointed Gen. Esmail
Qaaniascommander ofthe
IRGC QudsForce.The UShas
beenworried aboutthe new
commander since the outset
ofhisappointmentand even
spoke of hisassassination.
Of course, after a short
period of time, the axis of
resistance made more
achievements, especially
in Syria. All these factors
show that today all the
member countries of the
axis ofresistance are more
determined to achieve their
goalswithrespectto Martyr
Soleimani, who has now
becomeaschool.
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Iranrespects anydecision
made by Iraqi system, govt.:
envoy

Iranian Ambassador to Iraq Iraj Masjedisaid the
Islamic Republicrespects any decision made by the
Iragigovernmentand parliamenton the designation
ofthe new prime minister ofthe country.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran respects the law and
the political systeminIraq,and we supportanyone
whoiselected prime ministerin the legal process,
and through the voting of confidence by the Iraqi
parliament,” Masjedi wroteinatweet on Saturday.
Inadecree on Thursday, Iraqi President Barham
Salihnominated Mustafa al-Kadhimi as the new
PM-designate of the country, after former Iraqi
Prime Minister-designate Adnanal-Zurfiannounced
his withdrawal from the role of forming a new
governmentearlierinthe day.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry has welcomed the
nomination of al-Kakhimi, callingthe move astepin
therightdirection.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry Spokesman Abbas Mousavi
said Thursday, “The Islamic Republic has always
backedIraq’sindependence, national sovereignty,
territorial integrity, and political stability,” adding
that Tehran considers the formation of consensus
among all of its political movements through
democratic pathways to be the only peaceful
solution forall differences.

Healso expressed Tehran’s readiness to cooperate
with Baghdad inits efforts to putstanding problems
behind it and provide its public and religious
authorities demands.

The efforts to establish anew government follow
theresignation of former Prime Minister Adil Abdul
Mahdi, who stepped downin November.

Iran not to seek outside
help to meet defense needs:
Sayyari

Deputy Coordinator ofthe Islamic Republic ofIran’s
Army, Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari said thatthe
country willnotseek help from other countries to
meetits defenseneeds.

Speaking on Sun.regarding the realization of this
year’s motto ‘surge in production’,asintroduced by
Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution, he said, “the Army
and Armed forces ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran have
beenaforerunnerintheimplementation ofthese
mottosintroduced by the Leaderinall years.”
Hepointed tothe mottointhe previous year entitled
“Boosting Domestic Production” and added, “inthe
previousyear [ended March 20,2020], the Armed
Forces of the country witnessed considerable
achievements.”

Since the gloriousvictory ofthe Islamic Revolution,
the Army Force ofthe countryhas produced defense
equipment, he said,adding, “for this purpose, we will
notseekhelp from other countriesin meeting our
defense demandsintheregion as we have managed
toproduce our defense needs ourselves.”

President: Iran Addressing
COVID-19 Better Than Europe

Iranian President Hassan Rouhanisaid the Islamic Republicisin
better conditionsin dealingwith the novel coronavirus outbreak
compared to Europe, although Iranis strugglingagainstthe virus
ofsanctionsatthe same time.

Addressinga Sunday session of the Coronavirus Fight National
Headquarters, Rouhanireiterated his recent comments thatthe
status of [ranin the battle with the coronavirus pandemicisbetter
thanthatofEurope, sayingitisbecause the Iranian people, Armed
Forces, artists and Islamic Republic of [ran Broadcasting (IRIB)
havejoined handsin this fight.

Iranand Europe are both grappling with the coronavirus, but
Iraniansare strugglingwith anothervirus, namely the sanctions,
aswell, the presidentadded.

“You (Europeans) are faced with one virus, but we have two
viruses, however, our people haveresisted in suchagood manner.
We took each other’shands and cooperated. Thisisa glory for
all of us. Our conditionsin the fightagainst the coronavirusis
almostwell and betterin comparison with certain countries,” he
underlined.

Elsewherein hisremarks, Rouhani said the health restrictions
inIranwillbe heldin place until eradication of COVID-19, saying
religious gatherings and rituals will probablybe canceled in the
holy month of Ramadan, which will begin on April 25.

Ifthe situation remains the same as today, social gatheringsin
Ramadan will be called off,and people could use the IRIB and
social networks to performreligiousrites, he added.
Thepresidentfurtherunveiled plans for the reopening oflow-risk
businessesin Tehranasof April 18, saying the Health Ministryisin
charge of makingthe necessaryregulations and health protocols.
He also noted thata planisbeing formulated to let high-risk
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businesses

resume theiractivitiesin future.
Earlier this month, Rouhani unveiled a plan for smart social
distancingacross the country asanew phase of measures to
preventthe spread of the coronavirus.
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Bushehrnuclear powerplant to haltactivity as of today
According to an official with the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran, Bushehr
nuclear power plantwill temporarily stop its outputbased on annual plans for
changingfuels, doinginspections,and performing periodical repairs.

“One ofthe goals of the currentrefueling program is that the plant would
hopefully produce the required energy during the country's peak electricity
consumption inthe summer,” added Mahmoud Jafari, deputy head of AEOI, on
Sunday.After the refuelingis done, the production of electricity will resume in the
firstunitofthe nuclear power plantaccording to the timetable, he said.

10000 Rials

Sinceitsinauguration, the planthas provided 43 billion kilowatt-hours of electricity to the
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produced 7.2 billion kilowatt-hours of energy.
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Kianoush Jahanpour
said on Saturday that
41,947 peopleoutofa
total of 70,029 infected
bythe coronavirushave
survived and recovered
whereas 4,357 have
losttheirlives fighting
COVID-19.

country’selectrical grid, Jafarisaid, noting that from the lastrefuelingin May 2019 tillnow, the planthas

Prolonged shutdown in Iran may leave 4
millionJobless

Iranunrivaled in Middle Eastfor anti-corona

measures: VP

Vice Presidentfor Science and Technology Sorena Sattari

said Iran’s technological measures in the fight against

coronavirus are unrivaled amongthe Middle Eastern

countries.

By: Faranak Bakhtiari

With the help of those who are involved
intechnologyand innovation ecosystem
projects, coronavirus medical equipment
suchas CT scanrooms, masks, all types of
medicineand ventilatorsarebeingbuiltin the
country, headded.

Referringto Iran's positionin the field of
biotechnology, Sattari said that “Iran plays
aleadingroleinthe field of biotechnology
intheregionand the Middle East, and the
production of 24 biotech drugsisevidence
ofthisclaim.”

“Knowledge-based companies can produce
any medicine effective in countering
coronavirus or approved by the scientific
committee within aweek to 10 days,” he
noted.

Sattarimade the remarks onthe sidelinesofa
ceremony for launching the first production
line of serology-based tests for COVID-19in
the city of Karaj on Saturday.

Serology testing for coronavirus better
quantifies the number of infected cases,
including those that may be asymptomatic
orhaverecovered. Serology testsare blood-
based tests that can be used to identify
whether people have been exposed to a
particular pathogen by looking at their
immuneresponse.

These tests can give greater detail into the
prevalence of adisease inapopulation by
identifyingindividuals who have developed
antibodies to the virus.

Therefore, these kits are used in policy-
making by examining different communities
and occupations, and these will help
physicians and policymakersin the health
system toimplementsmartsocial distancing
moreaccurately.

Serology-based tests for COVID-19 are first
usedinsome high-risk occupations, such as

medical staff, which cannotemploy the social
distancingplan, thenitwillbe tested on other
partsofthe society, Sattari stated.

He also said thatthe launch of the serology
testing productionline was one of the most
importantand successful measuresin this
field, adding that six knowledge-based
companiesare operatingin this field which
sofarhasreceived the necessary approvals
and produceall kinds of diagnostickits.
Sattari further explained that two types of
diagnostickits are now mass-produced by
these knowledge-based companies, first
oneisthe RT-PCR tests, 8 million of which are
being produced per month; while the otheris
serology-based tests thatatotal 0f400,000
are being manufactured monthly and is
expected toreachup to 2 million.

The RT-PCR tests currently being used
globally to diagnose cases of COVID-19 can
onlyindicate the presence of viral material
during infection and will not indicate if
apersonwas infected and subsequently
recovered, he said.

With the expansion of productionlinesand
existing capacities, we willbecome one ofthe
exportersinthisfield, he highlighted.
Accordingto Sattari, eachkittests 96 people
in 75 minutes,and initskind, these kits are
uniqueintheworld.

In reply to a question by the TEHRAN
TIMES reporter on how much the
COVID-19 production brought the country
currency saving, he said thatitbroughtusa
considerable currency saving, highlighting
the potential forinternalizing drugs effective
incoronavirus treatment.

Explaining that there are no special
restrictions for the production of medicine,
he stated that “currently, 98 percent of the
medicine are produced domestically.”

At present, 40 advanced ventilators
are manufactured daily in the medical
equipment sector, while many countries
aredealing with the shortages, and the two
manufacturers of these devices exported
their equipment to Europe before the
coronavirus crisis, he explained.

Rouhani urges people to follow protocols as gov.

eases restrictions

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said on Sunday that

some of therestrictions will ease as of Saturday, April

18, calling on the Iranian people to observe the health

protocolstofightthe outbreak.

Speakinginameeting ofthe Coronavirus
Combatand Prevention Headquarterson
Sunday, which wasbeingaired online by
state TV, President Rouhani said thatthere
will be no limitation for travels across
provinces as of Saturday. He also said
that low-risk businesses can resume
activitiesacrossthe country from Saturday
provided that they fill in a form on a
website designed by the Health Ministry.
Rouhanisaid thatexpertsare workingon
theactivity ofhigh-riskbusinessesand the
resultwillbeannounced to the nationin
the comingdays.

Iran has already eased some of the
restrictions from yesterday as two-third
ofemployees of government offices are
goingto their workplace.
Rouhaniadvised people on Sunday to
use their personal cars instead of public
transportation in big cities for their
commutes, noting thatthe governmentis

planning to buy buses to boostthe public
transportcapacityinabid toimplementa
bettersocial distancing.

Pointing to the holy month of Ramadan,
Rouhanisaid thatifthe conditions do
notchange, no ceremony will be held in
mosques and people can use social media
and state TV for observingtherituals.
Elsewhere, he said thatIran’s Foreign
Ministry and Central Bank have recently
managed to free $1.6 billion of the
country’sassets thatwasblocked byaUS
orderin Luxemburg.

Iran has confirmed 70,029 cases of the
coronavirus infection since the outbreak
was reported in the country in late
February. More than 41,947 people have
recovered and 4,357 died of the virus,
accordingto thelatestupdates provided
by the Health Ministry on Saturday.

The figures come as Iran hasbeen under
draconian USsanctions — particularly on
theimportofmedical equipment—amid
the country's fightagainstthe coronavirus,
which continues to take its toll across the
world.

The Iranian government has said it
would exhaustallitsresources to ensure
there would be sufficient protective gear
and vital equipmenttorespond to the
coronavirus outbreakinthe country.

Iran produces COVID-19
antibody rapid test Kkit:
Health Min. spox

Spokesperson for the Coronavirus Combat and
Prevention HeadquartersKianoush Jahanpoursaid on
Sun.thatthe country has developed COVID-19 rapid
testkitsbased onantibody detection,adding thatthe
kits will hitthe marketsoon.

InatweetJahanpour wrote, “with the efforts of
[ranian experts and knowledge-based companies,
a rapid test for the detection of coronavirus
based on the identification of antibodies will be
available soon. These quick, low-cost, and inclusive

detection methods will facilitate the step-by-step
implementation of ‘Smart Distancing Plan’ in the
coming weeks.”He went on to say thatno drugand
vaccine hasyetbeen producedin the world to treat
and prevent coronavirus and the best way to contain
thisepidemic, which makes social workand reopening
ofjobspossible,istouse COVID-19 rapid testing from
antibodies.Afterimplementing the Social Distancing
Plan, Iran hasinitiated asecond phase of the plan, so-
called ‘SmartDistancing Program’ from Saturday by
thereopeningoflow-riskbusinessesinall provinces
except Tehran.According to the latest statistics of
Iran’s Health Ministry, 70,029 have thus far been
infected with coronavirus in the country while the
deathtollhasrisento4,357and 41,947 people have
recovered.
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