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Intl. trade todrop 13-32% due to

pandemic:official

According tothe World Trade Organization (WTO), the
globaltrade of goods throughout the world will register
between 13 and 32 percentdeclinein 2020 due to the
outbreak of COVID-19, Iran's deputy trade minister said
Saturday.

Deputy Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade Hamid
Zadboumon Sat.said, “international organizationsestimate
thatthiseconomicdownturnintheglobaltradewillimprove
in 2021 and thisissue depends on the effectiveness of
trade policiestobeadopted againstthe pandemicand the
longevity ofthisrecession.”

Accordingto WTO, allregionsinthe world will experience
adouble-digitdeclineintrade thisyear,although exports
from North Americaand Asia will suffer more damage as
aresultofthe coronavirus pandemic, the deputyindustry
ministeradded.

Ithasbeen estimated that trade volume will experience
afurther declineinthe sectors withamore complicated
value chain, especially electronic products and auto
manufacturing companies, he said, adding, “also,
commercial servicesmaybe severelyaffected by the disease
aswellastransportationand travel restrictions.”
Elsewherein hisremarks, the head of Trade Promotion
Organization of Iran pointed outthat 79 countries have
bannedthe exportofhealth productsandedible plantswhile
57 countries have facilitated the importofthese products
duetotheirneedforbasicgoodsand medical equipment.
"Meanwhile, travelrestrictionsand consequently, limitation
onthe transitoftruck driversin some countries as well
as cancellation of flights, etc. have reduced the volume of
internationaltrade,"headded.

Boeing Supplier Furloughs 2,300
Employeesamid COVID-19

USaero parts maker Triumph Group Inc (TGIL.N) said it
was furloughingabout 2,300 employeesacrossits USand
European plants fortwoto fourweeksto cutcapacitylinked
toBoeing (BA.N) commercial aircraftprogramsamid the
coronavirusoutbreak.

The companywill give one week of pay and will cover the
employee share of medical premiums duringthe furlough
period,itsaidinastatementon Friday, Reutersreported.
Triumph Group also said it will cutabout 200 full-time
positions dueto fallindemand,adding thatthereductions
willbe completedbyMay 1.

Thisweek, Boeingsuspended production ofits 787 airplane
atitsfacilitiesin South Carolinaand indefinitely extended
ahaltinits production operationsatits Washington state
facilities.

Triumph Group,aBoeingsupplier, cited the closures asthe
reasons foritsstepsto furloughemployees.

Boeing, thelargestUS planemaker; itselfasked lastmonth
foratleast$60billionin USgovernmentloanguaranteesfor
itselfand other Americanaerospace manufacturerstohelp
the embattled industry withstand a coronavirus-related
cashdrain.

Theoutbreakhasfurther compoundedanalready existing
crisis over theyear-old grounding of Boeing’s previously
fast-selling 737 MAXjetafter twofatal crashes.

West Azarbaijan prov. annual
exportsup44%

West Azarbaijan province producers exported some 1.2
tonsofgoodsduringthelastfiscalyear (ended March 19),a
senior customsofficial said.

Head of West Azarbaijan province's Industries, Miningand
Trade Organization, Gholamreza Baba'i,added that the
figureindicates a 44% hike in comparison with the year
before.

Lightoils,agricultural products, including watermelon,
walnut, plum, tomato,almondandapple, polyethylene,and
other food products constitute the main exports of West
Azarbaijan.

West Azarbaijanborders Turkey, Iraq and Azerbaijan’s
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic.
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Iran, Turkey Discuss Trade Exchanges
amid Coronavirus Outbreak: Official

~

Iran and Turkey have voiced readiness

to proceed with trade exchanges amid

the outbreak of the novel coronavirus

through close cooperation between their

customs offices, the Iranian president's
chiefof staffsaid.

Inaposton his

aw)/w Instagram page,
’ Mahmoud Vaezi
|SFAHAN said he hasheld

NEWS

a conversation
NEWS with Turkey’s
_EEEM  Minister of
Finance and
Treasury Berat Albayrak
to discuss ways to
facilitate bilateral
economic cooperation
and minimize the
impacts of the
coronavirus outbreak
onthetradetiesbetween

the two neighbors.
The Iranian president's
chief of staff said they
stressed the need
for close interaction
between the health
ministers of the two
countries to share

experiencesinthebattle
with COVID-19.

Hailing the effective
steps for the expansion
ofeconomiccooperation
between Tehran and
Ankara, Vaezi said the
two sides expressed
readiness to have their

official, heand Albayrak
emphasized the
necessity of facilitating
traderelations between
Iranian and Turkish
merchants and business
peopleand formulatinga
common health protocol
inthe fightagainstthe

Trade Riza Tuna Turagay
to weigh plans for the
continuation of trade
exchanges between
the two neighbors
in compliance with
the health protocols
following the outbreak
ofthenovel coronavirus.

customs officesworkin coronavirus. “At  present, the
cooperationroundthe Last month, Iran’s transit trucks of the
clock on the exchange AmbassadortoAnkara two countries (Iran
of commodities in MohammadFarazmand and  Turkey) are
compliance with all held a meeting with passingthrough third
health protocols. Turkey’s Deputy destinations,” the envoy
Accordingtothelranian MinisterofCustomsand saidonMarch10.

Pakistan committed
to continue border
trade with Iran despite
coronavirus

The government of Pakistan taking notice
ofthe problemsbeing faced by the traders of
Balochistan has decided to resume border
trade with Iran, suspended due to the
coronavirus outbreak.

On March 27, Special Assistant to Prime
Minister on National Security Moeed Yusuf

saidinastatementthat federal government
had decided to keep its western and eastern
borders completely closed for another
two weeks to prevent further spread of
coronavirus.

Earlier Pakistanimediainitsreports said that
suspension oftrade with Iranisbadly affecting
the economy of Balochistan province whichis
heavily dependentonbordertrade with Iran.
According to mediareports the participants
ofameetingheld at the National Command
and Operation Center (NCOC) on Covid-19 on
Friday were also informed that the supply of

fooditems from Iranto four borderdistricts of
Balochistanhad alsobeen permitted.

Daily ‘Dawn’ inits reportsaid that the local
Baloch who depend on the trade with Iran
willsoonbe out offood evenifthey manage to
escape Covid-19.

The situationis sobad thatthelocal Baloch
who depend on the trade with Iran may
starve to death evenifthey manage to escape
Covid-19.Quetta Chamber of Commerce of
Industry Senior Vice President Badruddin
Kakar said the trade with Iran has “officially
and deliberately” been discouraged.

Tehran exports $73m
ofhandicrafts inyear

Tehranexports $73mofhandicraftsinyear
Handicrafts exports from Tehran province
reached some $73 million during the
previous Iranian calendar year 1398
(ended March 19).

“Inaddition to Persian Gulflittoral states,
Tehran’s handicrafts were exported to
other countries such as Turkey,” said

Parham Janfeshan, the provincial tourism
chief.

Traditional glassware, kilim carpets, zilou
floor coverings, semi-precious stones,
and traditional personal ornamentations
composed the major share of exports, the
officialadded.

Handicrafts exports from Iran reached
some $146 million during the first nine
months ofthe pastIranian calendaryear,
while exports amounted to $289 million

in the year 1397 (March 2018-March
2019),accordingto dataannounced by the
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts.

Dozens of Iranian handicrafts have gained
the UNESCO Seal of Excellence during
the pastcouple of years. Some 75 percent
of Iranian handicrafts are produced
by females, Masoumeh Ebtekar, vice
president for women'’s and family affairs,
saidin April 2018.
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FDIin mineral, industrial projects
at %6.5 declinein 11 months

Thevolumeofapproved Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) in
industrial, mineral and trade

projects in 11 months of the
previous Iranian calendaryear

[fromMarch21,2019toFeb.19,
2020] registereda 6.5 percent

decreaseascomparedtothelast
year’scorrespondingperiod.
Inthis sector, the total value of

Foreign DirectInvestment (FDI)
in 11 months ofthelastIranian

calendar year stood at $854
million, showinga 6.5 percent
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periodoflastyear.

In this period, 82 industrial,
mineral and trade projects
wereapproved in the Foreign
Investment Board, recording
a 26.2 percent growth as
compared to the last year’s
correspondingperiod.

Some 65 industrial, mineral
and trade projects, valued at
$914 million, wereapprovedin
ForeignInvestmentBoardin11
monthsofthelastIranianyear
[from March 21,2018 to Feb.
19,2019].
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Iranian tech-
parktohold
anti-coronavirus
innovation event

online

The head of West
Azarbaijan Science
and Technology Park
said on Saturday that
the Parkistohold an
online innovation
eventinline with the
fight on coronavirus
outbreak.
Ali-Mohammad
Nikbakht told IRNA
thatrevivingthe jobs
shut down due to
coronavirus, robotic
and controlling
viral infections,
prefabricated
hospitalsand health
stations,newhandand
surface disinfectants,
nano-technology,
and controlling viral
contaminationarethe
issues coveredin the
Acceleration Event of
Azarbaijan (Rusha).
Hesaid thatthe event
alsoincludes special
masks for wviral
diseases, software
for controlling
the conditions in
quarantine time and
civil crises, machines
disinfecting and
decontaminating
water, and air purifiers.
Headdedthebestideas
will be granted 150
millionrials.
FDIinmineral,
industrial
projects at 6.5%
declineinll

months

The volume of
approved Foreign
Direct Investment
(FDI) in industrial,
mineral and trade
projectsin 11 months
ofthe previousIranian
calendar year [from
March21,2019to Feb.
19,2020] registered a
6.5 percentdecrease
ascomparedtothelast
year’s corresponding
period.

Inthis sector, the total
value of Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) in
11 months ofthelast
Iranian calendaryear
stood at $854 million,
showinga 6.5 percent
decline as compared
to the same period of
lastyear.

In this period, 82
industrial, mineral
and trade projects
wereapproved in the
Foreign Investment
Board, recording a
26.2 percent growth
ascomparedtothelast
year’s corresponding
period.



sanctions and thatsanctions arenotanewissue forus,” he
told Mehr News Agency on Saturday.

“As we have managed to resolve our problems despite the
existence of various sanctions during the pastyears, we can
certainly combatthe coronavirus outbreakbyrelying on our
domesticcapacities.”

“Unfortunately some officials are only focusing on the West
and foreignersand assume thatrelations with the Westis
the only solution to country’s problems; this is while these
countries have proved theirlack of commitmenttousand
sooneshouldneverpinhope onthem,” added thelawmaker.
He wenton to say that the Western countries are having
problems providingbasicand medical needs during this

pandemic, adding, “They’d
better try to solve their own
problems.”

“In addition to domestic
capacities in the battle
with the virus, we are
seeing a strong unity
between officialsand people;
one ofthe admirable scenesis
the production of face masksand
otherneeded equipmentin mosques

by volunteer forces. We can certainly defeat the
coronavirus soon with this unity.”

MP says Iran can defeat
outbreak thorough domestic
capacities

According to MP Alireza Salimi, Iran can defeat the
COVID-19 outbreak by relying on its internal capacities
anditshould notfocus onhelp from the West.

“Some officials say these days thatitisnecessarytoremove
sanctions to fightagainst COVID-19; they imply that this
battle depends on Western country’s support for Iran but
they should know thatsince the beginning of the Islamic
Revolution, Iran hasbeen under the enemy’s most severe
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=czm  Yemeniforces have little reason to trust NEws
S. Korea Says . .
willkesume — Saudi proclamations: Prof. Cavell -
Humanitarian Health Minister
Exports to The history of Saudi deception and Announces 2nd Stage of

dishonesty has Ied to Yemeni forces’ om o o
Iran SOOII i distrusttowards theirannouncements, Nat’l Mobilization for
An official with says professor of political science Colin S. ° o
South  Korea’s e Coronavirus Fight
foreign ministry Iran’s minister of health praised the Basij forces
said the countryhas . _ for their outstanding contributions to the national
won US approval , i m The _ Yemeni mobilization plan for the fightagainst coronavirus,
forthe resumption el llbera.tlon forces saying the second phase of the schemeis also going
of humanitarian ISFAHAN havelittle reason torely on the capabilities of Basij.
exports to Iran NEWS to trust Saudi Saeed Namaki on Friday sent a letter to Basij
proclamations

under a special (mobilization) Force Commander Brigadier

NEWS

neither of a

license program,

—m ceasefire nor

General Gholam Reza Soleimani, commending the

with shipments _ _ paramilitary forces for theiractive participation
likely to begin next that this may be a Saud% inthe first stage of the national scheme in which
month. plan for peace, as Saudi more than 70 million Iranians were screened for

On Monday, Seoul
gained the General
License No. 8 from
the US government
--amechanism to
authorize certain
humanitarian
transactions with
Iran even if they

pronouncements ring
hollow to Yemeni ears
due to Saudi deceit,
deceptions, dishonesty,
and disinformation over
the years,” Cavell, a full
professor of political science
at Bluefield State College
in Bluefield, West Virginia,

o B
Saudi coalition grouping,
the so-called “Joint Forces
Command of the Coalition
to Restore Legitimacy
in Yemen” said that the
ceasefire period is subject

Saudi destruction has
wrought havoc on the 30
million population of Yemen,
including the displacement
of over two and one-half

country in March 2015,

country (aided and abetted
by U.S. and U.K. bombs
and satellite intelligence),
commitments by Saudi
Arabia for the rebuilding
of schools, hospitals,

coronavirusinfection.

The ministernoted that the Basij forces’ dedication
to the countrywide scheme to defeat COVID-19 will
godownin history, saying the Health Ministry and
Basij will be working togetherin the second stage of
the coronavirus battle national mobilization plan.
During the second stage, Namaki said, the cases
detectedinthe previous phase willbe monitored, the
people whowere in contact with the infected cases

involve Iran's told Mehr News Agency to“extension”. Ostensibly, million people who have and infrastructure in the buthave no symptoms will be tested, and the smart
central banksubject in an exclusive interview the Saudi c'oalitim} states beeninternallydisplac.ed.by country,and direct politica! social distancing program will be supervised.

to US sanctions, regarding the latest that their unilateral thewarmorethanamillion talks between the Saudi Last week. Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
Yonhap news developmentsin Yemen. announcementofaceasefire whohave fled elsewherein monarchy and Yemeni unveileda plan for smartsocial distancingacross the
agencyreported. Here is the full text of the istoaidinthesuppressionof the Arabworld, produced liberationrepresentatives countryasanew phase of measures to prevent the

"On April 6, the
humanitarian

interview:

The Saudi-led coalition
hasannounced a ceasefire
from Thursday. They claim

the spread of the COVID-19
Pandemic, though some of
the Yemeniliberation forces
believe the Saudi move may

a famine that affects the
dailylivesof over 17 million
Yemenis, facilitated the
largest outbreak of the

regarding the future
relationship between the
two governments. Given
the disastrous trackrecord

spread of coronavirus.
InIran,nearly 35,500 coronavirus patients have
recovered fromthe diseasesofar.

export rocess
baSed oIr)1 the that the move comes in beanattemptto utilizethe deadlydiseasecholerainthe ofthe defacto Saudiruler, Tl'llmp: US C()llld
General License No. supportofUNeffortstoend deadly virus as cover to world,andhasresultedsofar Crown Prince Mohammad ° o
extricate themselves from Impose Vlsa SaHCtlons on

8 got underway,"
the official told

the devastating five-year
war and to contain the
coronavirus outbreak. Is

their five-yearlosing war to
reassert their hegemonic

inover 100,000 deaths.
This is not the first time
that a ceasefire is being

bin Salman (MbS) since his
rise to power beginning
in 2011, including the

Countries Not Accepting

zf,rr)l(;?ttfgs oor} Riyadh takingadvantage of controlover Yemenwhile announced.The Saudi-led prolongedand disastrous Dep(_)l'tees ) ]
anonymity on the COVID-19 pandemicas not admitting defeat. coalitionhasalonghistoryof war in Yemen, breaking :/va F;lr'e51dent Dolga.ld Tr“ml? on F“d?y said
Friday. an opportunity foraface- Others,however,suspectthe violating previousones.Do diplomaticrelations with as 1Qgtor;l cou ; Impose visa san%tllor:is lon
"Our companies saving exit from the Yemen Saudisare only attempting youthinktheywouldviolate the government of Qatar, countries that refuse or unreasonably delay
and banks should war? to regroup their forces, themostrecentceasefireif detaining, interrogating, | acceptingpeoplereturnedfromthe UnitedStates.
prepare documents OnApril 8,2020, the Saudi- rearm, and continue to required? shaking down and, in In a memorandum to Secretary of State Mike

needed to carry
out enhanced due

led coalition announced a
two-week ceasefire in their

pursue their brutal killing
spree across the Yemeni

The Yemeniliberation forces
have little reason to trust

some instances, killing top
Saudi leaders, the brutal

Pompeo, Trump cited the ongoing coronavirus
pandemicand the need to ensure “therepatriation of
foreign nationals who violate the laws of the United

diligence, and war on the Yemenipeople landscape by attempting Saudiproclamationsneither execution of Washington s "

we think that the onthe Arabian Peninsula, tolullthe Yemenifighters ofaceasefirenorthatthis Post journalist Jamal tates. thi - 1
shipments may where, since the Saudi intoadisengagementfrom maybeaSaudiplanforpeace, Kashoggi, the detention, Pompe(z}?lu§tw1t lgsevf_r}gfy:l 1n1tllatze;p anto
beginaboutamonth invasion of the countryin defendingtheirpeopleand asSaudipronouncements imprisonment,  forced gnpose evisasanctions'ifthe Homeland security
later," headded. March 2015, the Saudi territory. ring hollow to Yemeni disappearances, and epartment deterrr.nnesa.countr.ynotaccep.tlng
Apart from the air force has relentlessly Distrust between the ears due to Saudi deceit, murders of human rights returnees is delaying or impeding operations

“necessary torespond to the ongoing pandemic.”

license program, bombed the Yemeni YemenipeopleandtheSaudi deceptions,dishonesty,and activists, women'’s rights h X )

South Korea is people who had risen up aggressors is palpable, disinformation over the activists,and anyone MbS eorderdldnotr.lar.neanycou.ntrles.

also pushing in 2014 and ran the Saudi- as the Saudi monarchical years. Indeed, the Yemeni deems a threat, there is Ehe Trump admlnlstratlop .1mplemented new
for the Korean installed President Abd kingdom has exercised revolutionarygovernment no evidence to suggests orderr.ulesonMarch21,c1t1ngthecoronav1rus
Humanitarian Rabbuh Masur Hadi outof de factodictatorship over pushes its own demands that the current Saudi pandemic. o _

Trade Arrangement the country whereupon Yemenfordecadeswiththe forpeaceincludinganend leadership is either to be Undelrth.oie rules, US off.1c1al.s Can.qu1cklyrerr.10ve
(KHTA),  which he took up refuge in Saudi assistance of first British to the Saudi blockade of trustedorevenbedeemed | P€OP ewit outstandar.d}mmlgratlonproceedlngs.
uses an Iranian Arabia. The Saudi ceasefire andthenAmericanimperial Yemeniports,thereopening competent. ~ To most Overall, USborder officials have expelled nearly

bank free from US
sanctions -- such
asthe Middle East
Bank--tofacilitate
humanitarian
transactions
with the Islamic

Republic. o o . . p

South Koreais also Productlon Of Coronawrus attal.mngthe drqg and vaccine would notbe out of reach,” the
lori o ° presidentunderlined.

exploring - ways Vaccinein Iran “Onthebasis of the studies carried in Iran and exchange of

to use the Swiss
Humanitarian

Trade Arrangem}(]eng Ministry and the Vice Presidency for Science and Technology  closetothebehavioral patterns ofthe virusand ways to contain its
3 paymegt met 2 to focus efforts on the developmentofavaccine forthenovel outbreaktoalarge extent, whichishighly significant,” he stated.

esigne Lo coronavirus. Rouhanialso ordered the Health Ministryand the Vice Presidency
facilitate Swiss

companies'sales of
food and medicine
tolran,tocarryout
its transactions
withIran.

President Orders Efforts for

Iranian President Hassan Rouhanisaid he has ordered the Health

Addressing ameeting of the chairs of the Coronavirus Fight
National Headquarters committees on Saturday, Rouhani said he
hasassigned the Ministry of Health and Medical Education and
the Vice Presidency for Science and Technology to supportand
strengthen domesticknowledge-based companiesand research
centersatmedical sciences universities in order to synthesize
coronavirus medicines, develop methods to diagnose the disease

was to commence today,
April9,2020, and lasts till
April 23,2020, though the

rule over the Middle East
in the twentieth century.
Since the invasion of the

experiences and research studies with other countries, the
country’s expertsand physicians have fortunately beenable to get

infection.

of Yemeni airports, the
cessation ofthe continuous
Saudibombardments of the

and conducttests,and produce a vaccine for curing COVID-19.
“Considering the scientific capabilities of our country’s experts,

for Science and Technology to conducta study on the use of a
new diagnostic testkit for detecting people with immunity to

The president also noted that the new phase of smart social
distancing schemein Iran has been devised in compliance with
Iranian lifestyle and domestic patternsand also in conformity
with the principles formulated by the World Health Organization.

international observers, MbS
ispejorativelyreferred toas
the Saudi “Clown” Prince.

7,000 migrants to Mexico since the new procedures
tookeffect, Reutersreported this week.

I n
March, Vice President for
Science and Technology Sorena Satatrisaid local researchers
inknowledge-based companies were working on the most
complicated pharmaceutical products to preventand cure the
novel coronavirus.




Mainland China Reports 46 New Coronavirus Cases,

Upfrom42 A Day Earlier

- Chinareported on Saturday arise in new coronavirus cases, as authorities
try to head off a second wave of infections, particularly from imported and
asymptomatic cases, as curbs on cities and travel arelifted.

The National Health Commission said 46 new cases were reported on Friday,
including42 involving travelers from abroad, up from 42 cases aday earlier.

Initsstatementthe commissionadded that 34 new asymptomaticcaseswerereported,

10000 Rials

down from 47 the previous day.Mainland China’s tally of infectionsnow standsat81,953. The

deathtollrose by threeto 3,339.Tough curbsimposed since January helped reinininfections
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NEWS
Efforts for news
° Iran
Production of . —
. . 3 Iranian
Coronavirus Vaccine .
inl companies readyto
Infran ) startproductionof
MP says Irancan Favipiravil- totreat
defeat outbreak COVIDIY-
thorough domestic Mohammad = Reza
. e Shanesaz, the head
capacltles B of Food And Drug
Intl.tradetodrop-13~ ~ AdministrationofThe
. IslamicRepublicoflran
%32 duetopandemic:  (FpA) announced on
official o Fridayth.atthreelranian
companiesarereadyto
produce the antiviral
Morningcall to prayer : drug Favipiravir, which

is said to be effective

05:12:46 in the treatment of
Nooncallto prayer: COVID-19.

13:04:00 Hesaid thatproduction
Evening Ca” to prayer: ofFaVipiraVir inlranis
19:49:03 inthe phase of clinical

trialsandasplannedthe
primary substance of
itswillbe domestically
produced in the near
future.Shanehsaz
added that in case of
3 any deficiency, Iran
has imports of anti-
[ coronavirus medicine
B onagenda,aswell.

WEATHER

High:20°c \ L
Low:dc N~

sharply from the height ofthe pandemicin February. But policymakers fear a second wave triggered by
arrivals from overseas or asymptomatic patients.

" .
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Iran, Turkey Discuss Trade Exchanges amid

Coronavirus Qutbreak: Official

Rouhaniurges people to observe protocols to

contain COVIDI19-

President Hassan Rouhanilauded people’s cooperation

inthe fightagainstthe coronavirus outbreak, calling on

themto continue observing the health protocolsto help

curb the disease.

Addressingameeting attended by the

heads ofthe committees of the National
Task Force for Fighting Coronavirus
on Saturday, Rouhanisaid, “If people
seriously observe the health protocols,
we can gradually achieve reliable
conditions.”

"Just as the people cooperated well
with the authorities in the first and
second stages of social distancing and
theimplementation of restrictions for
controlling the virus, officials expect
their supportinimplementing protocols
during the implementation of Smart
Social Distancing,” the presidentsaid.

He emphasized, "Our dear people
should know thatthe implementation
of smart social distancingis only for
low-risk businesses and in no way
should itbe considered that this virus
andits epidemic have been completely
eliminated, so all health protocols must
betakenseriously”

"According to this, there are still
restrictions on gatherings and high-risk
centers, and people should notleave
theirhomes for unnecessary work, and
the authorities still expect people tobe
careful in observing the protocols and
stay athome unless they have necessary
work," Rouhani stressed.
Thepresidentnoted thatthe SmartSocial
Distancing scheme will be implemented
step by step according to the Health
Ministry’s plan.

"Fortunately, based on their studiesin
Iranand by exchanging their experiences
and research with other countries, our
specialists and doctors have been able
to come close to the behavioral methods
ofthe virus and the ways to deal with its
spread, whichisveryimportant,” said the

president.

Headded thatwe should know thatafter
overcoming the maximum restrictions
on fighting the virus, the observance of
health protocolsshould be paid attention
to.

"Accordingly, educationand information
are of specialimportance so thatpeople
can follow the protocolsrelated to their
ownbusinesses.”

"The plan devised by the Ministry of
Health for registering businessesisa
very effective and useful measure that
can both bring us closer to a point of
confidencein healthand management
of fighting the virus, so that those
businesses can restart their work
gradually,” he said.

The presidentadded, "Whatisimportant
in the new stage of Smart Social
Distancingis thatthe projectiscarried
outbystudyingthe Iranianlifestyle and
withalocalmodeland atthe sametimein
accordance with the principles approved
by the World Health Organization."
Rouhani called on the chairmen of
the committees to perform accurate
evaluations of the implementation of
the Smart Social Distancing scheme and
examine its obstacles and problems
inall the provincesinwhichitisbeing
implemented and solvethemassoonas
possible.

The Presidentadded thatthe Ministry of
Healthandthe Vice-Presidentfor Science
and Technology Affairshave been givena
veryimportantmissionto strengthenand
supportknowledge-based companies
and study centers of medical universities
in providing medicine, diagnosis and
testing,as well asvaccinatingagainstthe
virus.

Healso ordered the Ministry of Health
and Medical Education and the Vice
Presidentfor Science and Technology to
expedite theimplementation of the plan
forusing the new kit to identify people
withimmunity.

Vaticanresponds to Iran’s call for removing US

sanctions

InresponsetoIran’s call for Vatican’sintervention to halt

Parolinnotes thatthe Pope hasexpressed
sympathy with people of Iran and the

USsanctionsamid the coronavirus outbreak, the Catholic

world for the outbreak, wishing a speedy
recovery forall patients.

Churchhastalked with US officials ontheissue.

Theletter highlights thathumans should
putaside differences and hatred and live
peacefully along with each other on the
earth.

Backin mid-March, Ayatollah Mostafa
Mohaghegh Damad, who is a senior
member of the Academy of Sciences of
Iran, had sentaletter to Pope Francis
calling on him to step in to end the US
sanctionsonIran.

He had reminded while the Iranian
people,including children and the elderly,
are facing the deadly coronavirus and
suffering from the consequences of its
outbreak, the US sanctions againstthe
country haveincreased their sufferingand
closed doorsto solvingmany problems.
Accordingto the Academy of Sciences of
Iran, Vatican hasresponded to the letter
viaits Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro

Accordingto the letter, the Pope’s office
has talked with US ambassador to the
United Nations Kelly Craft and has
delivered Iranian officials’ concern over
the sanctions, calling on Washington to
addresstheissue.

The UShasrefused toliftillegal sanctions
against Iran even amid the pandemic
despite calls from many countries and
international bodies.

Tehran says the US unilateral and illegal
sanctions imposed under the guise of
the maximum pressure campaign
undermine Iran'sability to effectively fight
the coronavirusin the long run without
international support.

Parolin.

UK Government Urged to Be
'Completely Honest' about
COVID-19 Deaths

The British governmentneedstobe "completely
honest" aboutcoronavirus deaths because "we
really don'tknow the full picture", aformer public
health directorsaid.

Professor John Ashton told Sky News the
total number of Britons who have died after
testing positive for the coronavirus will "almost
certainly" pass 10,000 thisweekend

However, Professor Ashton said the figure will
notinclude deathsin care homesand in the
community, meaning "wereally don'tknow the
full picture” about COVID-19.

He also warned that the UK must focus more on
shielding the elderly and vulnerable from the
coronavirus, with some estimates suggesting
thatcaseshavenowbeenidentifiedin 50% ofcare

homesnationwide.

"There have been some modelling estimatesin
the planning guidance that suggestonce you get
coronavirusintoacarehomeyoumightexpectas
many as 30% deaths," the former presidentofthe
Faculty of Public Health said.

"You're talkingaboutavery frailand vulnerable
population - usually peoplein their 80sand 90s,
maybe with dementia - and we can'tjust write
them off."

On Friday, it was confirmed thatanother 980
patients have died in the UK after contracting
coronavirus - surpassing Spainand Italy's worst
recorded daily totals.

Health Secretary Matt Hancock said a total
of 8,958 have now died in hospital - and on
Thursday, a further 5,706 people tested positive
for COVID-19inthe UK.

Prof Ashton claimed the UK has often been slow
toactduringthe pandemic- citing confusion over
whether face masks areauseful deterrentagainst
the coronavirusasanexample.
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