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Iran’s crude steel production hits
3.2% growthin 11 months

Some 21,679,000 tons of crude steelwere producedinthe
11 monthsofthelastIranian calendaryear [from March
21,2019toFeb.19,2020],showinga5.2 percentgrowthas
comparedtothesame periodlastyear.
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In the same period, the volume of aluminum ingot
productionregistered a 16.2 percentdecline while the
productionofcementinthe country showeda12.2 percent
hikeascomparedtothelastyear’s correspondingperiod.
Statisticsshowthat 18,864,000 tons of steel productswere
producedinthe country, recordinga5.5 percenthike as
comparedtothesame periodlastyear.

Some 55,706,000 tons of cementwere produced in the
countryinthe 11-month period, showinga12.2 percent
growth.

Productionoftilesand ceramic, glass, glass containersalso
registereda5.5,7.2and 19.3 percentgrowthrespectivelyas
comparedtothelastyear’s correspondingperiod.

Iran’s Exports to Kuwait May
Resume Next Week: Envoy

Iran’sambassador to Kuwaitsaid the Islamic Republic
willlikely resume exporting goods to Kuwaitas of next
weekafter ahiatus caused by the outbreak of the novel
coronavirus.

InaninterviewwithIRNA,Mohammad Iranisaid Tehranhas
assured the Kuwaiti officials thatall shipments for exportto
Kuwaitwillmeetthe health standards.

He said the Iranian commodities and foodstuffmakeup a
large portion ofthe Kuwaiti market,adding, “Wehave given
the Kuwaitisanassurance thatthe Iranian merchantsand
producerswill observethe healthstandards.”

The Kuwnaitiofficialshaveagreed toresumeimportinggoods
fromIran,theambassadornoted, saying the processesare
goingon suitably and the trade exchanges will probably
restartnextweek.

The envoy also stated thataccording to Kuwaiti health
authorities,noneofthe Iranian nationalsinthe Arab country
have contracted the coronavirus.

Thefactthatnotasingle caseof COVID-19hasbeenreported
amongsome40,000Iraniansresidingin Kuwaitisapositive
pointandindicates thatIranianshave fully complied with
thehealth protocols, Irani concluded.

InMarch, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kuwait Sheikh
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah expressed
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Iran Steps Up Efforts for Oil Market

Stability

Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Namdar

Zanganeh said he has held consultations

with several foreign officials about plans

torestore stability to the global oil market

ahead ofameetingbet

Inaposton his
Twitteraccount
on Tuesday,

|SFAHAN Zanganeh said
\RSUASY he has held

NEWS telephone
_EEEM  conversations
with Algeria's

Minister of Energy

and President of the
OPEC Conference

2020 Mohamed Arkab,

U

decisionsthatmembers Canada,
of the Organization of

Petroleum Exporting Zanganeh

should also
participate in the plan,
added,

cuts.

and allies,

The OPEC members
including

Russia’s Minister of
Energy Alexander
Novak, and Kuwait's Oil
Minister Khalid al-Fadhil
over the previous two
days.

The Iranian minister
said his consultations
revolved around the

Countries (OPEC) andits
alliesare going to make
intheupcoming meeting
torestore stability to the
world market.

It was empathized in
the negotiations that
the other oil producers,
including the US and

stressing that before
any meeting between
the OPECand non-OPEC
countries,anagreement
mustbereached on the
basicproduction figures
of each country, which
will be necessarily a
basis for the production

Russia, are goingto hold
the video conference
meeting on Thursday.

Their previous meeting
in early March ended
in failure to extend cuts
and aprice warbetween
Saudi Arabiaand Russia
amid slumping demand.
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What's News

Govt. allocates
over $6.4mn

to Iraniansin
fightagainst
COVID-19
Iranian First Vice
President Es’hagh
Jahangiriannounced
on Wednesday that
the government
has granted over
one trillion rials
(more than $6.41
million) to [ranians
to compensate for
losses incurred by
COVID-19.

Making the remarks
in a parliament
session, Jahangiri
said that "with the
issued permit by
Ayatollah Khamenei,
allowing withdrawal
of one billion euros
from National
Development
Fund Oof Iran
(NDFI) to combat
the coronavirus
in the country, a
large volume of the

solidarity with the [ranian governmentand nationin the . treated or not.He said these kits will help spot those who are economicdifficulties
s tomner o i o | | Otz Rrn (0 become SEI - nrectdytheaalvirusbutavenosmptoms Theranian | [terenonett
COVID-19 sufficientin pr()duclng COVIDI19 presidentalsosaid thatIran willbecome sef-sufficientin producing outbreak the
' . face-masksandalso theartificial ventilation units.Atthe beginning ’
North Khorasanannual exportstop kits ofthe coronavirus outbreakin Iran, there were fears and concerns governmentis to pay

23 millionto Iranian
families, who have
beenincludedincash
subsidies scheme
ofthe government,
about ten million
rials (about $60.6),"
hesaid."The families

Iranian President Hassan Rouhanireferred to scientificand medical
achievementsin fighting coronavirus, saying Iran will soonbecome
self-sufficientin producing COVID19 testKkits.

Speakingin the cabinet meeting on Wednesday, Rouhanisaid desite
all difficulties and sufferings the coronavirus has caused for the
society, Iranhasmanaged to take major stridesin producingscience
and developingknowledge and knowledge-based companies.The
Presidentalso hailed the production of new kits which indicate

S115 million

Some401,500tonsofcommoditiesworthover$115million
were exported from the northeastern Iranian province
of North Khorasanin thelastfiscal (ended March 19),
accordingtoaseniorofficial.

Deputy Chairman of North Khorasan Industry, Mine
and Trade Organization Amin Ghorbani said, the figures
respectivelyindicatea 14.1%and 7.2% dropin terms of

amongdoctorsand nurses butnow they have noworrywithregard
to gown, maskand other equipment.President Rouhani further
noted thatover thelastfive decades, Iran has notapplied for any
loans from the International Monetary Fund (IMF), so butifit fails
toshoulderitsresponsibilitiesin hard times, the world will think
ofitdifferently.He noted thatthe US hasa historical background
ofunilateralism, saying thatit will remainin the history thatthe
White House which was terroristin economicissuesisnow waging

valueandtonnageyearonyear infectionsinashortand also showwhether the patienthasbeen edijcalterrorism. will return the

' subsidyintwoyears."
Accordingto the official, petrochemicals (urea, melamine, Ashe g;plaing d the
and ammonia), steel products, plastics, cement, food, government also

agricultural products, electrode,and construction materials
were among the goods exported from North Khorasan
duringtheperiod.

on Wednesday with Head of Iran’s Red
CrescentSociety Karim Hemmati.
She sympathized with the Iranian

Rizzolinoted that medicine naturally has
tobe exempted from sanctions.
Ms. Rizzoli said that there are two

ICRC seeking to set
up financial channel

plans to pay some
subsidies to private

sector economic
Headded that Afghanistan, withan 18% share, was the top h l I . government and nation over the deaths mechanismstohelp Iranreceive medical firms who have been
exportdestination ofthe provinceinthe pastfiscal, followed to he P 1ran receive g, large number of Iranians, including supplies: Firstis to defend the requestof hitby the outbreak
byIndia(11.6%)and China (5.4%). emergency Sllpplies medical stufffighting the pandemic. Iran’s Red Crescent Society for facilitating Jahangiri h 2.1 d
Khorasanexport.ersl.lavebeens:ecurmgthelrfootprmts The International Committee of the Red 1CRC hasallocated some 500,000 Swiss import of medicine into the country, earlier vowed that
in many countries in the region and further afield; Cross (ICRC) is making endeavors to set franc of donations as the first step of and the otherisinteracting with Swiss the government
Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Azerbaijan, Turkey, the UAE, upafinancial channel to help Iran receive itsrespond to the coronavirus disease companiestoprovide lranwith partofthe will provide all

outbreakin Iran, the official said.
She said that ICRC understandsIran’s
concerns about the impact of the

Russia, Bulgaria, Malaysia, Uzbekistan, Iraq, Italy, the US,
Denmark, Spain, Myanmar, Australia, Somalia, Sri Lanka,
Taiwan, Pakistan, Russia, Germany, Georgia, Belgiumand

needs for special medicinerequired by the
country.
She said thatICRC’s financial channel can

its amenities and
facilities required

medical supplies as the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) outbreak continuesin

Kazalh heoth destinati fthe lrani the country,accordingto BarbaraRizzoli,a ) T fmedici d ibution of Swi (osif for combating

azal stanaretheotherexportsdestinationsofthelranian senior official with the ICRC. sanctlonsagams;}mportso medicinean purs'uec?jnm utiono .w1ssccémpame51 coronavirus in the
province. Rizzoli made the remarks ina meeting €M€T8CNCYSUPPIES. Iran’s Red CrescentSociety prefers touse. country.

Inhisremarks onthe

Sudoku . same day, Iranian

NO 457 _ Solution: NO 456 INEVES President Hassan

Rouhani said that

endurance in the

|

9 ‘ 4 Iran's central province exports goods the Iranian nation
‘* q has proved their
| to 83 world countries

AliAqazadeh told IRNA that

from the province have been

dubbed by the Supreme

hub of industry.

; Governor General of central twice as muchasimportsto past difficulties
j [ranian province of Markazi theprovince, Aqazadehsaid. and will definitely
| announced Wednesday that He further described such overcome the
‘ the provincial exportsto 83 reportasarecord. current challenges

8 ‘ 1 world countries hashitone Aqazadeh hoped that withreliance on their
T billion dollar worth during economic growth would own capabilities and

6 thepastIraniancalendaryear continue in the province with the help of the
| (endedonMarch19,2020).  duringthe new Iranianyear friendly countries.

Over 62,000 people

the provincial volume of Leader as "Surge in have so far been
8 2 foreigntrade exchangeswith Production.” infected with the new
world countries had hit 1.5 Markazi Province with 2,800 coronavirusin Iran,
billiondollarduringlastyear. big-, medium-and small-sized andthe death toll has
6 7 Reportsshowthatthe exports industrialunitsisIran's fourth neared to 4,000.
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US Senator
Urges Trump
to Allow
Humanitarian

Aidinto Iran
Chris Murphy,
a member of
the US Senate
Foreign Relations
Committee, called
on the Trump
administration
to ease sanctions
on Iran and allow
humanitarian
aid into the
country amid
the coronavirus
epidemic.
“Innocentcivilians
are dying there
in part because

our sanctions
are limiting
humanitarian
aid during

coronavirus,”
Murphy said in a
recent Twitter post.
“We need to ease
themtoensurethat
aid getsthrough,”he
added.
USPresidentDonald
Trump recently
said he would
only havea “moral
responsibility”
to help Iran in
its fight against
the coronavirus
pandemicifleaders
ofthe countryasked
forassistance. “Well
they haven't even
askedustodothat,”
said Trump, when
asked byreporters
if the US would
consider easing
sanctions on Iran
inlightofthe global
outbreak.

Iran — the worst-
hit state by the
coronavirusspread
inthe Middle East
—hasbeendoingits
utmost to contain
the respiratory
disease despite the
hardships created
by the USsanctions.
Iran’s Health
Ministry
spokesman
announced on
Tuesday that
more than 27,000
coronavirus
patients have
recovered from
the disease so far
and have left the
hospital.
KianooshJahanpoor
said the number
of people tested
positive for
COVID-19acrossthe
countryhasreached
62,589 following
the detection of
2,089 new cases
since Monday.

'"Fighting COVID-19 harder
withoutrelyingondomestic

capacities'

Amember oflran’s Expediency Council believes that USsanctions
arehamperingIran’seffortsto containthe outbreakbutoneshould
notunderestimate the domesticcapacities of the country.

“Ifwe didn’tuse the domestic capacities, conditions would have
been harder butwe canbetter fightagainstthe coronavirusif
sanctionsareremoved.” Majid Ansaritold Mehr News Agency on

Wednesday.

“Weareusingdomesticcapacitiesinallfields, includinginthebattle

againstthe outbreak, and wehavebeensuccessful,’hesaid,adding,
however, “Thereisnodoubtthatwe should puteffortsinremoving
sanctions.”

“Sanctionisaweapon of America’seconomicterrorismagainstus
andasISILterroristactivitieshad adverseimpacts, this economic
terrorism, too, hasits ownadverse effectsand ithas put some
pressureonus.”
“We should protestagainstthese sanctionsin the international
communityandreveal theirtyrannicalnature,” he said, pointingto
callsfromdifferentcountriesonthe UStoremovethelimitations. ]
don'tthinkthe United States will stopdoing that”

The UShasrefused toliftillegal sanctions againstIran evenamid
thepandemicdespite calls from many countriesand international

bodies.
Tehran says the US unilateral
and illegal sanctions

Iran's envoy urges lifting US sanctions to
ficht COVIDI19-

Iran's Permanent Ambassador to the
United Nations Majid Takht Ravanchiina
Ietter to President ofthe United Nations
Security Council called forremoving the US
unilateral sanctionswhich hinder effortsin

anti-coronavirus campaign.

=

“These sanctions
severely hinder
and damage the
ability of our
governments
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NEWS to mobilize
IS . required
resources, either
nationally or
internationally, for

combatingand containing
this virus, especially by
hindering access to the
international financial
system,” Takht Ravanchi
saidinhisletter whichwas
written on the occasion
of ratifying the General
Assembly resolution
entitled “Global Solidarity
to Fight COVID-19".

The full text of Iranian
envoy’sletterisasfollows:
For combating the
COVID-19  pandemic
effectively, thereisaneed
for the fulland immediate
removal of all unilateral
coercive measures as they
are seriously inhibiting
the ability of targeted
nationsin preventingthe
outbreak of COVID-19 that
is spreadinglike wildfire
across all regions and
nations.

Despite the fact that
Iran’s medical facilities,
doctors and nurses are

among the very finestin
the world, currently its
ability toidentify and treat
patients and effectively
preventthe spread of the
virus has seriously been
undermined by such
inhumane sanctions ofthe
United States.

As indicated in the
letter dated 25 March
2020 by a group of
countries, including
Iran (S/2020/238), the
currentsituation “isahard
- if not possible - deed
for those countries that
are currently facing the
application of unilateral
coercive measures which
areillegal and blatantly
violate international law
and the Charter of the
United Nations”.

These sanctions
severely hinder and
damage the ability of our

governments to mobilize
therequired resources,
either nationally or
internationally, for
combatingand containing
this virus, especially by
hindering access to the
international financial
system.

While  this  trying
situation requires all
nations to demonstrate
solidarity and strengthen
cooperation with one
another, unfortunately,
the United States instead
followsits hostile political
agendaagainstIraniansby
holdinghostage theirdire
needs for combating this
deadlyvirus.

The United States
flagrantly denies and
ignores the ongoing
stronginternational calls
forliftingillegal unilateral
sanctions, made,including

by the UN Secretary-
General, WHO Director-
General, the UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights and some other
international dignitaries,
as well as many
political and religious
leaders, academia,
parliamentarians,
non-governmental
organizations and civil
society institutions.

Now ithas become quite
clear thatin combating
COVID-19,all ofhumanity
isonthesamefrontand we

mustwin this battle.
It requires that all
unilateral coercive

measures, which seriously
hinder the ability of
targeted countries as
well as those of countries
imposingorimplementing
them, be removed
promptly and completely.

Rejection of
Iran’s IMF Loan
Application
Unacceptable:
President

It would be unacceptable for the
International Monetary Fund to unfairly
refuse Iran’s application for aloan thatit
needsforthefightagainstthe coronavirus,
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said.
Speaking at a cabinet session on

Wednesday, Rouhani warned the IMF
againstdiscriminatory behavior towards

itsmembers.

“Weare payingthe International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank our share, and
partofourreservesare attheirdisposal,
anditisnotand willnotbe acceptable to
usiftheydiscriminate against us when
considering ourapplication for theloan. It
willnotbeacceptable to the world public
opinion either;” he underlined.

Many countries and intellectuals in the
worldhave madeitclearthatthe IMFmust
fulfillits duty, the presidentsaid. “We have

notasked the (International Monetary)
Fund anything overthe past50 years.Now
after suchalongtime of our membership
inthe Fund that we have tried to keep our
moneyinreservethere,ifthey do notfulfill
their duty under such tough conditions, the
world willjudge them differently.”

Iranhas asked the International Monetary
Fund fora $5 billion loan to deal with the
outbreak of COVID-19.

Governor of the Central Bank of Iran
Abdolnaser Hemmati says the IMF’s
response will be alitmus test for claims
aboutreliefaid for containing the disease.

Trump threatens to stop funding
WHO as coronavirus spreads

US President Donald Trump has putthe blame on the World Health
Organization for the spread of the coronavirus, threateningto stop

financialaidtothe organization.

“They did give us some prettybad play-calling... withregard tous,
they’re takingalotofheatbecause they didn’'twantthe borders
closed, they calleditwrong. Theyreally called, Iwould say, every
aspectofitwrong,” Trump said ata White House press conference

Tuesday, CNBCreported.

Trumpthencriticized the organizationasbeing “very China-centric”
forcondemninghisJan.31 travel ban,addingthatheis considering
tostop financial aids to the WHO.“Take alook, go through step by
step.Theysaid there’snobigdeal, there’snobigproblem. There’sno
nothing and thenultimatelywhenI closeditdown, theysaidImade
amistakeinclosingitdownanditturned outtoberight.”

The WHO began to sound the alarm on the outbreak of anew
coronavirusin Wuhan, Chinainmid-January.

Later onJanuary 30,itdesignated the COVID-19 pandemicasa
globalhealthemergencyaftertherehad beenonly 8,200 casesin 18
countriesacross the world.The US presidentalso said on Tuesday
that Washington would puta “very powerful hold” on moneyit
sendstothe WHO. However, whenaskedifitwas the rightthingto
donow, hesaid, “I'mnotsaying'm going to do it, butwe willlook
atending funding.’Accordingto the WHO’s mostrecentnotice of
assessment, the United States was expected topay $115,766,922 to
theagency forthebienniumof2020-2021.Hiscriticism cameasthe
USgovernmenthasbeenwidelyblamed in the pastdays for some
policies thatinterruptother countries’ COVID-19 battle.Thelocal
governmentinBerlinaccused theUSonSaturday ofredirectingthree
million Germany-bound masksforitsownuse,inamove condemned
as"modernpiracy”.
France’sregionalleadershavealsosaid theyarestrugglingtosecure

them.

imposed under the guise
of the maximum pressure
campaignundermineIran's
ability to effectively fight the
coronavirus in the long run
withoutinternational support.
Amongthe countrieshardesthitby
the COVID-19,Iransaid over 62,000 people

contracted the disease,and more than 3,800 died as of
Tuesday.

NEWS

FATF Extends Deadline
for Pakistan

In the aftermath of the spread of the deadly
coronavirusin different parts of the world, the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has extended
itsdeadline for complying conditions for Pakistan
for three months up to September from earlier
June 2020.0ne top official of the Finance Division
confirmed to The News on Tuesday thatthe FATF’s
regional body, the Asia Pacific Group, conveyed its
decision to the Financial Monitoring Unit (FMU)
for postponement of the Joint Working Group
meeting for all countries, including Pakistan,
scheduled tobe held in Beijingin May 2020 due
tothe outbreak of COVID-19virus.'Instead May/
June, now the face-to-face meeting and plenary
meeting is expected to take place in August/
September 2020," said the official and added this
meeting was postponed for all other countries
also, soitwas goingto benefit Pakistan in terms of
extendingthe period by three months, The News
International reported.The FATF had placed
Pakistan onthegreylistinJune 2018 and placed
27 conditions forreview for complyingin oneyear,
till Sept2019.Pakistan was so far given two times
extension of three months, every time to comply
with 27-pointaction plans. Out ofthe 27-point
action plan, FATF had so far declared Pakistan
fully complianton 14 points and now there was
the deadline of June 2020 for complying on the
remaining 13 pointsinabid to ensure exit from
the greylist ofthe watchdog. Now this deadline
has furtherbeen extended up to September 2020.
Pakistan was bound to submitits progressreport
tothejointworking group (JWG) of FATF till April
15,2020 butnow Islamabad would have to make
progressreportfor submission till July 2020.

'COVID-19 battle proved
US hegemony as failed
claim'

Iranian Parliament Speaker's Special Aide for
International Affairs Hossein Amir-Abdollahian
said the claim ofthe UShegemony inthe COVID-19
battle hasfailed since Washington hasnotbeen
able to contain thevirus outbreakin the country.
“The US’ hegemonical claims, with its current
unilateral system, have failed asithas notbeen
able to even control the coronavirus prevalence
inits own country,” Amir-Abdollahian saidina
meeting with Russian Ambassador to Tehran
Levan Dzhagaryan on Wednesday.
Notingthatunilateralism has neverbeen the key
toovercome challenges, hesaid, “Therealityisthe
world’s quickmove toward multilateralism."
Rebuking theillegal US sanctions against the
Islamic Republic, the official said, “The US
government’s terrorism has hampered the
humanitarian medical aides to Iran.”“Thisiswhile
China, Russia on some other friendly countries
have cooperated with the Islamic Republicin the
fightagainstthe pandemic,” headded.

medical
suppliesas Americanbuyersoutbid

Globally,thenumberofpeople diagnosed with the virusnowexceeds

1.4 million. Morethan82,500 peoplehave died while nearly 302,300

haverecovered,accordingtothelatestdata.




US Says Iran Sanctions Not to Be Lifted
despite COVID-19 Pandemic

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said Washington has no plans to liftits
sanctions againstIran despite the outbreak of the deadly coronavirusin the

country.

“Iran will remain under sanctions and Tehran must change its behavior and
the Iranian people mustunderstand the importance of taking this stepin order to

change their system,” Pompeo said duringanews conference on Tuesday.

10000 Rials

Heonceagainraised baseless allegations against Tehranand accused Iran of seeking to develop
nuclear weaponsin spite of repeated confirmation by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
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some suggestion, inrecent
days of perhapsadeclinein
the number of new cases,”
Richard Brennan, Acting
Regional Emergency
Director for WHO EMRO,
said atapress conference
Tuesday, according to
Daily News.On March 11,
Richard Brennan hailed the
preventive measures taken
by the Islamic Republic of
[raninuniversities,academic
centers and metropolis
] Tehranin the fightagainst
T r outbreak and containing
7 coronavirus,alsoknownas
~ COVID-19.

thatIranisinvolved in noactivity to make an atomicbomb.

Govt. allocates over 6.48Smn to Iraniansin

fichtagainst COVIDI19-

Human Exploitation of Wildlife Causing More

Viruses to Spread: Study

Human impact on animal populations worldwide is a

direct contributortozoonoticdisease spread,according

toatimely new study.

Aglobal pandemicisasgoodatimeas
any toreflecton where we as humans
wentwrong.

Theresearch hasfound our continued
exploitation of the natural world
- through hunting, trade, habitat
degradation and urbanization - has
shifted mammal populationsandledto
ariseininfectious animal diseases that
canspill over to humans, ScienceAlert
reported.

It'sall about proximity,and as human
society continues to encroach uponthe
natural world, increased contact with
wildlife has inevitably raised the risk of
virus spillover.

"As natural habitat is diminished,
wildlife come into closer contact
with people. Wildlife also shift their
distributions to accommodate
anthropogenic  activities and
modification ofthe naturallandscape,”
epidemiologist Christine Johnson from
the University of California Davis told
Newsweek.

"This hashastened disease emergence
from wildlife and put us at risk of
pandemics.”

Areality the world now understandsall
toowell. Inthelast century, infectious
diseases fromwildlife have been picking
up steam, and the new results suggest
the mostabundantmammals are abig
partofthe problem.

By comparingdata publishedupto 2013
onwild and domesticated mammals
with viruses that can be passed to
humans - called zoonoticviruses - the
authorsshow which interactions putus
mostatrisk.

Inthe end, there were three groups of
animals that carried the greatestrisk

of spillover viruses. Unsurprisingly,
domesticated animals, like livestock,
shared the highestnumber of viruses
with theirhuman owners, eighttimes
more so thantheir wild counterparts.
Of these wild creatures, ones that
appearedto sharethe mostviruseswith
humanswere those thathadincreased
inabundance and adapted to human-
dominated environments - animals such
asbats, rodentsand primates.

That being said, even struggling
speciesthreatened by habitatloss or
over-exploitation were predicted to
hosttwice as many zoonoticviruses
compared tothose thatwere decreasing
for other reasons. In short, when
humansare around, there appearsto
be moreriskofvirus spillover. And, inall
likelihood, we'vebeen underestimating
thetrue danger ofthishappening.
"While we shed light on the patterns
of zoonotic viruses that have been
reported up through the time of this
study, we suspect that pathogen
spillover often goes unnoticed, with
only aproportion of spillover events
expandinginto outbreaks in people
thatare subsequently detectable,” the
authorswrite.

As 0f2019, aquarter of the world's
non-domesticated mammal speciesis
threatened, accordingtothe ICUN Red
List. While urbanisation and human
activity have certainly decreased the
diversity ofanimals on Earth, some
species have become enormously
abundant,and theseare usually the ones
thatadaptwell to humanbehaviour, like
mice.

"Weneed to bereally attentive to how
we interact with wildlife and the
activities that bring humans and
wildlife together," saysJohnson.

"We obviously don't want pandemics
ofthis scale. We need to find ways to co-
existsafely with wildlife, as they have no
shortages of virusesto give us."

Iran begins clinical trial of favipiravir for

coronavirus treatment

TheIranian version ofantiviral drug favipiravir, whichis

The new development came as US
sanctions hinderthe country'saccessto

said tobeeffectiveintreatingthe coronavirus,hasbegun

drugsand medical equipment.
The fludrugwashailed by Chinese health

clinical trials through efforts of researchersat Shahid

Beheshti Medical University.

officials as “clearly effective” when used
on 340 patientsintrialsthere thatshowed
reducedrecovery timeandimproved lung
function.

Researchers at Shahid Beheshti Medical
University have launched small trials of
the antiviral drug favipiravir at Masih
Daneshvari Hospital, whichisone ofthe
leadingmedical centers treating patients
withthenew coronavirusinfectioninthe
Iranian capital.

On April 5, the head of Iran's Masih
Daneshvari Hospital, Ali Akbar Velayati,
said Iran has produced favipiravir for the
firsttime.

“Fortunately, favipiravir was produced for
the firsttime at Shahid Beheshti Medical
University’s School of Pharmacy and has
been made available to Masih Daneshvari
Hospital ...tobe used for the treatment of

According to the statement published
by Shahid Beheshti Medical University,
the results of the clinical trials of the
Iranian-produced favipiraviralongside
some othertrialsatthe country’s medical
centerswill be conveyed to the scientific
anti-coronavirus committees of the
Ministry of Health, which will decide
whether to approve the drug for use in
coronavirus treatment.

Once testresults prove that favipiravir
is effective in treating coronavirus, the
developmentofthe drugwill beready to
launch atboth theacademicand private
sectors of the country, the statement
added.

coronavirus patients,” Velayati said.

Iran Rejects Trump Help
Offer, Says Only Wants Bans
Removed

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
stressed that the Islamic Republic needs no
charity from Donald Trump amid its battle against
the coronavirus, calling on the US president to
lift the sanctions instead."[ran isrich in human &
natural resources. We don't need charity from @
realDonaldTrump —who's forced to buy ventilators
from sources he's sanctioned. What we wantis for
him to STOP preventing Iran from selling oil & other
products, buyingits needs & making & receiving
payments,” Zarif tweeted on Tuesday evening.The
tweet came after Trump recently said he would only
have a "moral responsibility” to help Iraninits fight
againstthe coronavirus pandemicifleaders of the
country asked forassistance. "Well they haven'teven
asked usto do that," said Trump, when asked by Al
Jazeera correspondentifthe United States would

consider easing sanctions on Iraninlight ofthe global
outbreak."If they want to meet, we'd love to meet
and we'd settle the whole thing out," he added.Iran
hasbeenamongthe countries hardesthitby the new
coronavirus, which first showed up in Chinain late
December 2019 before spreadingto other parts ofthe
world.Iran’s Health Ministry spokesmanannounced on
Tuesday that more than 27,000 coronavirus patients
haverecovered from the disease so far and have left
the hospital.Kianoosh Jahanpoor said the number of
peopletested positive for COVID-19 across the country
hasreached 62,589 following the detection of 2,089
new cases since Monday.
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