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NEWS

Copper cathode production
vol.exceeds 224.3k tonsinl1

months

Accordingto the statistical tables of performance
of major companiesinindustrial and mineral
sector, 224,331 tons of copper cathode was
producedin 11 months of the currentIranian
calendaryear (from March 21,2019 to Feb.
19,2020), showingan unchanged volume as
compared to the last year’s corresponding
period.

Copper cathode production volume in
Sarcheshmeh and Meydouk copperleaching
and refinery units in the previous month of the
currentyear [from Jan. 20 to Feb. 19,2020)
hit 18,946 tons, showinga 19 percentdrop as
compared to the same period of lastyear.

Also, copperanode [smelting] in Khatounabad
and Sarcheshmeh copper mines exceeded
274,250 tons, registeringa four percentdecline
ascomparedtoayear earlier.

Another statisticshowed that more than 156
million tons of copper stone was extracted in
11 months ofthe currentyear, recordingathree
percentdecline ascompared to the same period
oflastyear.

Mehran border terminal shut
down until further notice:

IRICA

AccordingtoIraqBorder Crossing Department,
any activity in Mehran Border Terminal both in
trade and passenger sectoris currently closed
until further notice.

IslamicRepublicofIran Customs Administration
(IRICA) announced, “Iraq Border Crossing
Departmenthad halted trade activity in the field
ofunloadingand discharging goodsimported
intoIraq on March 8-15 foraperiod of one week
from borders of Khosravi, Soumar, Mehran,
Chazabeh and Shalamcheh for preventing
and disinfecting customs campuses as well as
increasing facilities for equipment to combat
coronavirus.”

Given the prohibition of exports viallam province
toneighboringIraq, [lam Customs Office called
onexportersnottosendtheirexportproductsto
theborders ofthis province until further notice.

Monthly goods transit via
Astaraland borderup 22.7%

Thetransitofgoodsbetween Iranand Azerbaijan
via Astaraland border has witnesseda22.7%
growth in the currentIranian month (since
February 20) in comparison with the previous
month.

According to Fariborz Moradi, the deputy
director of Gilan province Road Maintenance
and Transportation Organization, 4,654 trucks
have exited and 4,282 trucks have entered Iran
through the northwestern Astaraborderinthe
pastmonth.

The figures, he said, show a growth of20% and
26%,respectively,indicatinganaverage increase
of22.7% in the total transit of goods through the
border gate month by month.

The official noted that Astara land border
has been closed to the passengers due to
the preventive measures against the new
coronavirus spread, which has claimed
thousands oflives in the world in the pasttwo
months.

Currently, only the Iranian and Azerbaijani
citizensreturningto their respective countries
are allowed to pass through Astara border
crossing, headded.
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Mineral Products Exportfrom Iran’s

Chabaharon Rise

Anlranian official said the export of mineral

products fromthe country’s southeasternport

of Chabaharhasincreased constantly overthe

pastyear.

s he deputy
%J/L’l director of the
Portsand Maritime

hsinﬂlng OrganizationofIran
inthe southeastern

NEWS

province of Sistan
and Balouchestan
told reporters on Sunday
that the export of mineral
products from the portcity of

Chabaharhasbeen risingsince advantages of Chabahar,

exportmarketsfrom Chabahar

has devised serious plans to
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Economic
growthat
%1.2in9
months: CBI

gov.
The Governor of the
Central Bank of Iran
(CBI)announced the
country's 1.2-percent
economic growth for
the firstnine months
ofthe presentIranian
calendaryear (March
21- December 21,
2019).

InanInstagrampost,
Abdolnaser Hemmati
wrote: "According to
thereportsofthe CBI,
non-oil economic
growth in the said

thebeginning ofthe current
Iranianyear, whichisending
onMarch19.

Hossein Shahdadialsonoted
that shipments of mineral
products,  construction
materials, agricultural
products,and bitumen have
beenexported from Chabahar
forthefirsttimethisyear.

He also highlighted the

saying the Iranian portcity
is equipped with strategic
loading and unloading
equipment, offers special
discounts on customs duty
andportcharges,and provides
regular shipping routes for
variousdestinations.

The official saida consignment
ofmineral products weighing

lastweek.

“Considering the premium
position of the country’s
biggest ocean port among
the regional ports, exports
via Chabahar will be the top
priority in the new year,’
Shahdadiadded.
Chabaharisthe closestand
best access point of Iran to
the Indian Ocean and Iran

turnitinto atransit hub for
immediateaccesstomarketsin
thenorthernpartofthe Indian
Oceanand Central Asia.

It aims to create a reliable
transport corridor for the
smoothtransportand transit
ofgoodsand services through
Chabahar Port between
Afghanistan, India,andIran.

50,000tonswasshippedtothe

AmericanAirlines
cuttinginternational
flichtsby 75% amid
demand collapse

American Airlines Inc said Saturday it
plansto cut75% ofitsinternational flights
through May 6 and ground nearly allits
widebody fleet,asairlinesrespond tothe
global collapseintraveldemand duetothe
coronavirus pandemic.
Thedramaticannouncementbythelargest
U.S.airline came hours after the White
Housesaid the United States would widen
new travel restrictions on Europeansto
includetravelersinthe United Kingdom
andIreland, startingMondaynight.

The Trump administration also signaled
Saturday itwanted Congressto quickly
backfinancial support for troubled U.S.
airlines.

American’s sweeping cuts include
suspending nearly all long-haul
international flights to Asia, Australia,
Europe,NewZealand and South America.
[t will still operate two flights a day to
Londonand justthree flights to Asia per
week —to Tokyo. It will continue short-

haulinternational flying.

American confirmed itis parkingnearly
allwidebody aircraftand anticipatesits
domesticcapacitywillbereduced by 20%
inApriland 30% in May versus the same
periodin20109.

United Airlines Co said late Saturday it
would begin cutting flights to the United
Kingdom, Southwest Airlines moved
toward flight cuts and Delta Airlines Inc
plansto start cutting flights to the United
Kingdom.

Southwest, one of the few U.S. airlines still
flyingafullschedule, said itwas “seriously
considering” cuttingflights.

While airlines scrambled to stemlosses
and protectjobs, U.S. Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin said the government
would “immediately” start working with
Congresstosupporttheairlineand cruise
industries, both hard hitby the spiraling
crisis.

U.S. Vice President Mike Pence said
restrictions on the UKand Ireland will
begin Monday at midnight, barringmost
non-U.S.citizens from entering the United
Stateswho have beeninthose countries
withinthelast14 days.

They do not bar flights to and from
the United States, and Americans and

permanentresidents canstill travel.
United said itwould suspend flights to
London from Houstonand Denver starting
Monday. United said itexpectsto fly three
daily flights to London and one daily flight
to Dublinthrough the end of April.

United said itwould give a credit for the
value oftheticketforany customerwhose
international travelis disrupted by more
thansixhoursbecause of schedule changes
resulting from governmentrestrictions.
Customerswhodonotusethe creditfor12
monthswillgetarefund.

Washington firstimposedrestrictions on
Chinaand expanded them this week to
continental Europe, promptingU.S.airlines
to cutnumerous flights and scramble to
shoreup capital.
Amongcost-cuttingmeasures, U.S.airlines
are offeringemployeesvoluntary unpaid
leaves ofabsence to match staffing with
flights.

The outbreak came as Deltaandits pilots’
union were in contract negotiations,
and the sides reached an agreement
on coronavirus-related sickleave and
managing overstaffing for April with
partially paid schedules. United and
Southwest could reach deals with their
pilotssoon, sourcessaid.
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Theinitiative toincrease the
share of domesticauto parts
inlocal production hasbeen
launched by the Industries
Ministry.With the domestic
developmentand production
of 70 key auto parts since
July 2019, Iran’s automotive
industry has curbed capital
flight amounting to €127
million, said a deputy
industries minister.The
initiative to increase the
share of domestic auto
parts in local production

has been launched by the
Industries Ministry.Several
meetings have been held in
the pastfewmonthsbetween
government officials and
industry insiders in this
respect, Saeed Zarandi also
told Tasnim News Agency.

According to Zarandi,
during these meetings, deals
were forged with domestic
manufacturers for the
production of 68 key auto
parts and several high-tech
itemsimportedinthe past.

months stood at
3.3 percent, while
including oil, the
growthratereached
1.2 percent, in this
period.”
"Sectorsofagriculture,
industry- mining
and the services,
with growth rates of
%7.8, %7 and %1.2
respectively, had the
mainroleinthegained
growthrate,"headded.
The senior banking
official hoped for
production prosperity
ofIranin near future
and after beating
coronavirusoutburst.
In  mid-February,
Hemmatiannounced
thatIran’s economy
is getting out of
recession, whilemajor
economicindicesare
experiencingstability.
Despite some efforts
done to present a
darkimage of Iran’s
economic future, CBI
dataproves economy
to have a relative
stability, stepping
outofrecession, the
governorsaid.

“Main macro-
economic indices
including growth
in non-oil sector
and inflation rate
are illustrating a
relative  stability
and incremental
improvement
besides stepping
out of recession,”
Hemmatiwrote onhis
Instagram page.
“This is in contrast
withwhatthe enemies
expectedand soughtto
reach,”headded.
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Bahrainrepeats
blamegame
onlIranover
COVID-19
spread

Bahrainhasonceagain
repeatedthebaseless
accusations against
the Islamic Republic,
trying to question
Iran’smeasuresagainst
the new coronavirus
(COVID-19) outbreak.
Bahrain's Health
Minister Faeqa bint
Saeed Al Saleh has
claimed that Iran
hasnot provided the
Bahraininationalsin
the country with the
necessarymedicalcare
againstthe COVID-19
outbreak.
“Itisclearthatlranhas
failedinthisregard for
severalreasons,” she
said,accusingIran of
lack of transparency
andhonestyinthefight
againstthenewvirus.
The Yemeni official
alsoputtheblameon
Iranforthe spread of
the coronavirusinthe
regional countries
without providing
crediblereasonsforher
claim.

This is while the
available  reports
suggest that the
Bahraini regime’s
insufficiency in
meeting the medical
standards and the
consequentspread of
thevirusintothehome
quarantines  have
enflamed people’s
rage against the
government.
Lastweek, Bahrain’s
interior minister
General Sheikh Rashid
bin Abdulla AlKhalifah
claimed that Iran is
spreadingcoronavirus
and launching
biological warfare
acrosstheregion.
Meanwhile, Iran has
deplored any attempt
atusingthe outbreak
asameansofdrawing
political advantage
anddenounced certain
countriesfortryingto
associate theirvirus-
related  problems
to alleged overseas
sources.

The Islamic Republic
has repeatedly
declared its strict
adherence to
transparency
concerningthe extent
of the outbreak
within its borders
andurgedallagainst
concealingthenumber
oftheirvirus-afflicted
deathsandinfections
under political
considerations.

=

Iranian Army's Drills to
Prevent Further Spread of
Coronavirus Kick Off

The forces of the Iranian Army started a war game on
Sunday to monitor and prevent further spread of the new
coronavirus (COVID-19) in the Islamic Republic.

The war game is being staged by the Army’s Biodefense
Base and under the command of Deputy Chief of Army for
Coordination Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari.

The Army Ground Force is taking thelead in the exercise,
whose field commander is Brigadier General Kiumars
Heidari.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, in
aletter to a number of world Ieaders,
stressed the need for collective
cooperationamongall countries to counter
the outbreak of the new coronavirus,
knownas COVID19-.

a0 the letter,

%J/W released on Friday,
Rouhanireferred

hs FEA#JAE tothe coronavirus
epidemicaround

NEWS the globe and said,

—m “This virus does

notknow any boundaries
and chooses its victims
without any political,
religious, ethnic orracial
considerations.”

| PHILIPS

The war game came as Leader of the [slamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khameneiinstructed the [ranian Armed
Forces to bolster the fight against the new coronavirus,
known as COVID-19, saying the outbreak of the disease may
be "abiological attack".

Inaninstructionto Chiefof Staff ofthe Iranian Armed Forces
Major General Mohammad Hossein Bageri on Thursday
night, Ayatollah Khamenei praised the services of the
Armed Forces provided for the people to counter the novel
coronavirus and stressed the need to organize the services
through establishing “ahealth and treatmentbase”.

“The division of duties and missions of the organizations
and departments of the Armed Forces would be one of the
tasks ofthis base,” Ayatollah Khamenei stated.

Iran’s Rouhani Urges Concerted
International Action against Coronavirus

“It (the health base) should
workin full coordination
with theadministration
and the Ministry of
Health,” the Leader
added.

“Given that there is
evidence thatraisesthe
possibility of this event
being a biological attack,
this measure can alsobe an
exerciseinbiological defense and

increase national powerand might,” Ayatollah
Khameneisaid.

NEWS

Russia, Turkey BeginJoint
Patrol along M4 Highway
inSyria

Russiaand Turkeywillbegin patrollingalongthe M4
highway after the two countries reached a ceasefire,
suspending clashes between Syrian forces and
Turkish-backed militants.

The situation in northern Syriarecently calmed
down,as Moscow and Ankarareached a ceasefire,
suspendingclashesbetween Syrian forcesontheone
side,and Turkish troopsand Turkey-backed militants
ontheother.

Apatrolwillbeginalongthe M4 highway from the
settlementof Trumba to the settlement of Ain-al-
Havr. The scheduledjointpatrolalongthe highway
was confirmed by the Russian Defence Ministry on
Sunday, Sputnikreported.

The patrolsare partofanagreement, negotiated by

“Confronting the
virus requires taking
coordinated regional
and international actions
on the one hand, and
adopting tough measures,
meeting the basic needs
of the people, providing
financial supportforthose
affected by the suspension
of businesses, enormous
health and medical costs,
etc.onthe otherhand,” he
added.

“The implementation of
these measures requires
astrongeconomic power

and a budget of tens of

In the letter, Rouhani
also pointed out that the
Islamic Republic, unlike
other countries struggling
with thevirus, faces serious
obstacles and restrictions
stemming from two years
of widespread illegal
sanctions, maximum
pressure policy and
systematic government
obstructions by the
Americangovernment.

“In recent years, the US
regime hasimposed more
than 100 sanctions against
the Iranian people and

itssanctionslists,” he went
ontosay.

“It is time that the
international community
stood up tothe US’ unlawful
and inhumane bullying
anddid notletthe cruel US
sanctionsagainstIranaffect
the battle against his fatal
virus,” Rouhanisaid.

The US has ratcheted up
pressure onIransince May
2018 after withdrawing
from the 2015 nuclear
deal known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).

the new coronavirus has
claimed 97 livesin the past
24hours, taking the overall
deathtollto611.
Jahanpour added that
1,365 fresh caseshave been
added to the number of
the confirmed infections
duringthe period, bringing
thetotalto 12,729.

More than 4,300 of those
with confirmed infections
have recovered so far, he
added.

First detected in Wuhan
city in central China in
December, the virus has

government and added

Iranian Health Ministry

spread to more than 120

billions of dollars,” wrote about 1,200 Iranian Spokesman Kianoush countries,infectingmore
the President. individuals and entitiesto Jahanpoursaid Saturday than140,000globally.
Iranto US: Viruses ofthe deadly coronavirusin the country, recognizenopoliticsorgeography.Norshould
. . addingthat “virusesrecognize no politics  we,"Zariftweetedlate onSaturday.
RecogmzeNo PO]ltl(BS, or geography nor shouldwe”“Inletterto  ThetopIraniandiplomatwasreferringto
Geography counterparts @HassanRouhaniinformshow  aletter sentby President Hassan Rouhani

[ran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif censured the US for refusing to liftits
sanctionsagainst Tehran amid the outbreak

effortsto fight #COVID19 pandemicinIran
havebeenseverelyhamperedby USsanctions,
urging themto cease observing them: Itis
IMMORALtoletabullykillinnocents. Viruses

to a number of world leaders on Friday,
calling forjointand coordinated regional
andinternationalmeasuresagainstthenovel
coronavirus,alsoknownas COVID-19.

COVID-19likelya
biological warfare:
IranMP

Anlranianlawmakersaid the Parliament
Security Commission and the Foreign
Ministry willaddress the possibility ofa
biological warfare behind the outbreak of
the new coronavirusin the country.

Inaninterview with Mehr News Agency,
Mahmoud Navabain, the representative
of Tehranin the Parliament, said, “Itis

highly probable that the coronavirus
outbreakisabiological warfare by the
US.”"Henoted that “should the necessary
documents are attained, we mustfilea
complaintagainstthe United States.”
“Weneedtoreachapowerful stanceinthe
biologicalfield, aswe havein the defense
and missile sectors, sothatthe enemynot
darehurttheIranian people by biological
aggression,” Nabavian stressed.
Earlierthisweek, Head of Iran's Passive
Defense Organization Brigadier General
Gholamreza]alalisaid the newvirus, also

knownas COVID-19,intheworld canbea
formofbiological warfare, though further
studiesareneeded.

“Of course one cannot say for sure that
isabiological warbutin fact, ithas many
features ofabiological war,” headded.
COVID-19 has so far infected over
156,700 individuals in more than 140
countries worldwide, causing 5,800
deaths and inflicting huge economic
losses.

Iranis one ofthe hard-hit countries with
12,729 infectionsand 611 deaths.

Russianand Turkish presidents duringtheirmeeting
inMoscow. The dealsstipulated establishingasecurity
corridorthatrunssixkilometres (3.7 miles) north
and south ofthe M4 highway that connects Latakia
toSaragqib.

Thetwo presidentsheld talks afteran escalationin
Idlib, where Ankaraand Damascus clashed earlier
thismonth.

The conflictbetween Syrian forces and the Turkish
military erupted after the Syrian army carried out
astrike against Tahrir al-Sham militants in Idlib,
killingup to 36 Turkishsoldiers,deployed nextto the
terrorists. Inretaliation, Turkey attacked the Syrian
military, claimingthatitsstrikes "neutralised" around
300 Syrian servicemen and destroyed multiple
militaryvehicles.

Tehran gettingreadyfor
nextphaseofbattle against
coronavirus

Head ofthe Coronavirus Control Operations HQ in
Tehransaid Saturdaythatthe Iranian capitalis getting
ready forthe next phase ofbattlingthe deadly virus
thisweek.

Alireza Zali, Head of the Coronavirus Control
Operations HQ in Tehran, said the capitalisaboutto
enterthe nextphase of combating COVID-19,which
hasinfected over 3000 peoplein Tehran.

Hesaid control pointswill be established at Tehran
city entrance and exists on Sunday to monitor all
vehiclescomingintoorleavingthecity. Headded that
temperature screening devicesatthe control points
willbeabletomonitor 100 vehiclesatthe sametime.
He maintained thatthe third phase of quarantine,
whichisthe shutting down of all offices across the
capitaland keeping peopleathome hasnotbeen
implemented yet.He asked people to stayathome,
avoid travelingand making visits duringthe New
Year’sholidaysto preventthe spread ofthe deadly
virus.Zalialso noted thatthe coronavirusinIran
has grown ‘wilder’ and deadlier,adding thatmany
peoplewholosttheirlivestothevirusdid nothaveany
underlyingillness.

U.S. and Europelying about
pharmaceutical sanctions;
official

“The USand Europe lie about medical sanctions,” said Head of
Iran Export Confederation Mohammad Lahoti.

Speakingto ILNAnewsagency, the Iranian officialadded thatthe
USand Europearelyingaboutnothavingimposed embargoes on
Iran’s purchase of medications and medical equipment.

“We cannotpurchase their products because sanctions have
restricted our banksin their transactions,” Mohammad Lahoti
confirmed.Referring to coronavirus outbreaksin Iran, the
economicactivistsaid “The spread ofthe virus mighteasily havea
worse economicimpact, especially the exportsector,and almost
allcountries closed theirborderswith Iran.”
HewentontoaddthatsoIran's exportsafter the health sector

were the second industry thatwas affected by this virus.
“Butwe believe thatonce the problems areresolved, the export
ratewillreturn toits former conditions and continueits positive
trend,” head of Iran Export Confederation added.

On Wednesday, Iranian officials accused the Trump
administration of “medical terrorism” over U.S.-imposed
sanctions thathave severelyhampered Iran’s ability torespond
totheoutbreak.Iranhasasked the International Monetary Fund
for $5billionin emergency funding.

[ran’s economywas already battered by U.S. sanctions that curb
oiland gas exports crucial for governmentrevenues. Aslowdown
ineconomicactivity caused by the virus outbreakand sustained
closure ofitsbordersare expected tolead to a contraction this
year,analysts have said.

“In (a) letter to counterparts @HassanRouhaniinforms how
efforts to fight #COVID19 pandemicin Iran have been severely
hampered by US sanctions, urging them to cease observing

them,”
Minister

Iranian
Mohammad Javad Zarifsaid on Twitter.
AHealth Ministry official, cited by TV on Saturday, put the total
number ofinfectionsin the countryat12,729.

Foreign



Navy Uniton Full Alert to Help Health
Centers across Iran: Commander

The commander of the [ranian Navy’s Air-Sea Unit said his forces are on
full alertto help health centersacross the country in the campaign against
the new coronavirus, knownas COVID-19.After Commander-in-Chiefofthe
[ranian Armed Forces Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khameneiinstructed all the forces to
provide their facilities and equipment for the country's health sector to fight the

coronavirus outbreak, the issue was communicated to the Air-Sea Unitvia the Army

10000 Rials

hierarchy, Rear Admiral Mansour Roholamini told Tasnim."Following that, we urged all
thebasesacrossthe country tobe onalert”, the commander said.The Air-Sea Unit's bases are ready
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commanderwenton to say.

“"Headlines =i
I ISFAHAN
Iranian Army's NEWS
Drills to Prevent "
Further Spread of
Coronavirus Kick Iran ca.]ls on
Ofr countries toend
@ passivityagainst US

Copper cathode sanctions

Referringtothe USunilateral
sanctionsagainstIran, Behzad
Saberi, Advisor to Iranian

productionvol.exceeds
224.3ktonsinll months

P Foreign Minister called on
Mehranborder termina countries complying with

. these sanctions to end
Shll.tdOWIlllIltllﬁll'thel their passivity.In a tweet
notice: IRICA on Sunday, Saberi wrote,

o “Countrieshitby COVID-19
are allocating billions to
overcome outbreakandits
economic&social effectson

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

04:51:06 people.”“The US's unlawful
Noon call to prayer: & unilateral sanctions and
12:11:50 shameful submissiveness

i by others have deprived
Evening callto prayer: Iran of needed financial
18:29:30 resources. Stop passivity.

#EndIranSanctions,” he
added.Iranian ~ Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifhassentalettertothe UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres, urging the body
to disregard Washington
sanctions on Tehran amid
coronavirusoutbreak.

WEATHER

to provide any assistance for the country's health networkin the fight against the coronavirus, the

Iran’s Rouhani Urges Concerted

International Action against Coronavirus

Supplies Seized from Hoarders Given to Iran

Medical Centers

Several big consignments seized by the Iranian

Intelligence Ministry from hoarders of medical supplies

have been given to medical centers and hospitalsamid

the growing need for the facilities in the battle with the

novel coronavirus.

The Intelligence Ministry said its forces have
discovered large amounts of medical and
sanitary products stored by hoarders after
the outbreak of COVID-19inIran.

In several operations in the province of
Tehraninrecentweeks, many of them carried
outafterreceivingreports from the citizens,
theintelligence forces have discovered nearly
280,000 liters ofalcohol and disinfectants,
some 550,000 face masks, around 130,000
rubbing alcohol pads, medical covers,
sanitary gel, eyewear, 11,000 meters of
fabric for mask production, and more than
41 million medical gloves.The confiscated
commodities have been handed over to
the Coronavirus Fight Headquartersin the

province of Tehran to be distributed among
hospitalsand medical centers.

Demand for medical supplies and health
products has growninlIraninrecentweeks
followingthe outbreak of coronavirus.
Iran’sJudiciary Chief Hojatoleslam Ebrahim
Raeisi has ordered severe punishment
for hoarding pharmaceutical and health
products as Iranian organizations and
governmentbodies are heavily engaged in
effortsto contain COVID-19 outbreak.

The health of people would never be up
for bargain, Raeisi has said, noting that
hoardingmedical commoditiesinthe current
circumstancesis playing with the lives of
people and could not be forgiven by any
means.Last week, 10 individuals charged
withhoardinghealth suppliesand disrupting
Iran’s economy stood trial.

Despite the urgentneed for sanitary products
inthe country, the defendants intended to
smuggle 2,600,000 masks to China.

Australia to Impose-14Day Self-Isolation on

International Travelers

Australia will impose -14day self-isolation on

internationaltravelersarrivingfrom midnight Sundayand

ban cruise ships from foreign ports for 30 days, mirroring

restrictionsinnearby New Zealand aimed atslowingthe

spread ofthe coronavirus.

Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison announced the new
measures afterameeting with anewly
formed national cabinet, dubbed the
coronavirus ‘war cabinet’.

The strict measures were designed to
slowthe spread ofthe global pandemic
across Australia and help the country
“flatten the peak” of the virus, Morrison
told anews conference.

“To help stay ahead of this curve, we
willimpose auniversal precautionary
self-isolation requirement on all
international arrivals to Australiaand
thatis effective from midnighttonight,”

China Sends More
Medical Experts to
Assist Iran in Combating

Coronavirus

Two more voluntary experts sent by the Red
CrossSociety of Chinaleftfor Iran Saturday night
tohelpitfightthe novel coronavirus outbreak,
sources from the Red Cross Society of Anhui
Province said.

Thetwo medical experts from the First Affiliated
Hospital of University of Science and Technology
of Chinain Hefei, the provincial capital of Anhui,
will take a flight of Iran's Mahan Air from
Guangzhouto Teheran.

They will join five other Chinese voluntary
expertsthathave beenworkinginIransince Feb.
29.Theyplantostay there until March 29, Xinhua
reported.

"We will use the experience of China to treat
patientsinlIranand doourpartinlran's fight
against the novel coronavirus,” said Wang

Dongsheng, one of the two experts. He had
worked in Wuhan, epicenter of the outbreakin
central China's Hubei Province.

Iran’s administration recently extended the
closure ofall schoolsand universities nationwide
untilthe end of the currentIranian year (March
19) asthe countryisstrugglingwith the outbreak
ofthe novel coronavirus.

Firstdetected in Wuhan city in central Chinain
December; the virus hasspread tomore than 120
countries.Medical staffsinall 31 provinces of
Iran have been workingtirelessly over the past
weeksto contain the novel coronavirus.

Iranian Health Ministry Spokesman Kianoush
Jahanpoursaid Saturday the new coronavirus
hasclaimed 97 lives in the past 24 hours, taking
theoveralldeathtollto611.

Jahanpouradded that 1,365 fresh cases have
beenadded tothe number ofthe confirmed
infections duringthe period, bringing the total
to12,729.

More than 4,300 of those with confirmed
infectionshaverecoveredso far,headded.

hesaid, Reutersreported.

“Further the Australian government
will alsoban cruise ships from foreign
portsfromarrivingat Australian ports
foraninitial 30 days.”
Thenewborderrestrictions come as
Australiarecorded more than 250 cases
of coronavirus and three deaths.

As of mid-March, COVID-19, the
deadly respiratoryillness caused by
the coronavirus, hasinfected 156,00
people globally and killed more than
5,800.

Australiahasalready imposed bans
on travelers from Italy, South Korea,
Iran and China, countries with high
infectionrates.

The bans mean foreign nationals who
have beeninany ofthe four nations
will notbe allowed into Australia for
14 days from the time theyleftthose
countries.

Australian citizens and permanent
residents traveling from those

countries will still be able to enter
Australia but mustself-isolate for a
fortnightafterreturninghome.
Qantas Airways said it would give
passengersonall Qantas and Jetstar
flights the option to cancel and receive
travel credits, while Virgin Australia
saiditwasassessinghowitcould best
supportits customers.

Australia has advised againstnon-
essential gatherings of more than 500
people from Monday, butthisisyetto
applytoschoolsand universities.
Morrison on Sunday urged people to
practice “social distancing”, such as
keepingameter (three feet) apartand
notto shake hands, in ordertoreduce
transmissions.

He said the rate of community
transmission had started to increase
and that social distancing would
helplimitdemand on the healthcare
systems, which would mean better
treatment for elderly and those in
remote and vulnerable communities.
“Slowing the spread will free up beds,”
hesaid.
“That'swhathappenswhenyougetthis
rightand we’ve seen other countries
going down this path.”

Neighboring New Zealand on Saturday
said it would require incoming
travelers,includingits own citizens, to
self-isolate for two weeks and banned
cruise ships.

The Australian governmentisyetto
restrictthe operation of schools, but
earlier on Sunday the Health Minister
Greg Hunt did not rule out such a
measure in the coming months.

The new phase ofrestrictions come as
the Australian governmentlaunches
a multi-million-dollar advertising
campaign focused on good hygiene,
and the formation of a Coronavirus
Business Liaison Unit to address the
economic fallout.
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