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Local Muharram Customs

Across Iran

Muharram is the first
monthoflunar calendar
when my people try
to show their love
and respect for Imam
Hussein-the grandsonof
ProphetMuhammad-in
lotsoftraditionalrituals
duringthefirstten days
ofthismonth. The tenth
dayofMuharram,known
asthe Day of Ashura, is
the most important
day of the Mourningas
it's the day of Imam’s
martyrdom.

Behind these rituals
you can hear the shout
of freedom through
the history with the
massage of awakening
for all human beings.
TheIranianshospitality
and generosity this
time are presented
in free meals called
“Nazri” for everyone
in the town especially
poor people. Visiting
Iran during Ashura
and Muharram can be
a truly extraordinary
experience - and
a perfect time to
experience one of the
most important and
significanteventsofShia
MuslimsinlIran.

You might think it
sensible to avoid Iran
during the Ramadan
month or travel to [ran
during Ashurafollowed
by the mostimportant
religious holiday, just
asyoumightskip China
during the Lunar New
Year or Europe during
Christmas.

However, AshurainIran
canbeafascinatingtime
totravelin the country,
as itallows particular
insights into the Shia
Muslims and hospitable
dispositionofthelranian
people.A visit to Iran
during Muharramand
Ashuraisoneofthebest
opportunities tolearn
aboutitsmostprominent
religion-andachance
to learn about a local
culture in a new and
intimateway.

On the day of Tasu’a
literallymeansninthand
intheIslamic calendar
refers to the ninth day
of Muharram, and the
nextday thatis Ashura
on all government
offices, universities,
sportingarena, Bazaars,
museumsare closed on
thisday.

Muharram is known as one of
the holiestmonthsin the Islamic
calendar. Italso marks one ofthe
biggestdifferences between Shia
and Sunni Muslims. What has
made this period of time special
in Shia Muslim countrieslike Iran,
isthe mourning for Hussainibn
Ali (Imam Hussain) whois highly
respectedamong Shia Muslims?

Imam Hussain is highly regarded for
his stand against Yazid, the caliph
who ruled Muslim lands. Hussain, his
family and followers (which consisted
of 72 people) were deprived of water
for more than three days, and were
eventually killed or taken captive
by the army of Yazid I at the Battle of
Karbala.

In Iran, there are widespread
mourning ceremonies for Imam
Hussain during Muharram
(September 12 - November12,2018)
and Safar (November 12 - December
12,2018) months. The majority of
these ceremonies take place in the
first 10 days of Muharram, with Tasu’a
and Ashura (9th and 10th day of
Muharram) being the key dates for
these ceremonies. These ceremonies
have been customized to match the
cultural habits and traditions of
differentregionsinIran. Asaresult,
many variations of Muharram
mourning can be experienced in
differentvillages and cities of Iran,
and weare going to go through some of
theminthisarticle.

" Sine Zani & Zanjir Zani (Most
Common)
Deathisusually symbolized by black,
and so, itis customary to wear black
throughout the whole day, as well
as the whole month. One of the most
common forms of public mourning
involvesatradition knownas Sine-Zani
(Chestbeating). The processinvolves
arhythmic and unified beating of
the chest with the palm of the hand,
in tune with percussion drums and
vocal music, very similar to Christian
Gospel. This same processisalsoseen
usingalashingtool with shortmetallic
chainsattached to the wooden handle,
whichisusedtoinflictmore painupon

observant mourners, making them
closertoImam Hussain.

¥ Nakhl Gardani

Muharram ceremoniesin Yazd are
famous for whatis known as ‘Nakhl
Gardani’. Ahuge wooden structure
is carried around on the 10th day of
Muharram (Ashura) as asymbol of
carrying Imam Hussain’s coffin. The
woodensstructure (Nakhl) isdecorated
with fabrics, mirrors, swords, flags,
and other religious symbols. The
famous Nakhlthatgets carried around
in Amir-chakhmaq Square in Yazd
ontheday of Ashuraissupported by
hundreds ofmen.

The decorations surrounding each
Nakhlis taken off after the ceremony
and the woodenbase canbe found in
itsdedicated spotthroughoutthe year
until it gets used again the following
year. Yazd is famous for the ‘Nakhl
Gardani’, butit'snotthe only place with
thistradition. There are other desert
citiesand villages who follow the same
tradition.

¥ Ta’zieh

Ta’zieh can be described asa type of
traditional Persian theatre.Many of the
religious ceremonies we nowadays see
inIran have theirroots from prior to
Islam. Both Nakhl Gardaniand Ta'zieh
are based on pre-Islamic Persian
traditions. In fact, Iranians had the
same tradition of mourning for Siavash
(a mythic Persian prince who got
betrayed and killed; the origins of myth
date backto the 3rd millennium BC)
eachyear,and whenthey converted to
Shialslam, they continued to practice
the same rituals with new religious
symbols.

Nowadays, the many Ta’ziyeh shows
you can find during the month of
Muharramareall dedicated to showing
thetragic story of Imam Hussain and
his 72 companions war in Karbala,
Iraq. Most Ta’ziyeh shows take place
in the first 10 days of Muharram.
Their duration canbeasshortasafew
minutestomore thananhour. Ta'ziyeh
shows sometimestake place in public
squares, however, they are usually in
mosques and religious centers. You
can find Ta’zieh in many citiesin Iran,
though citieslike Isfahan (particularly

the neighbouring city of Khomeini
Shahr to the west of Isfahan), Arak,
and Yazd are famous for their strong
Ta'zieh culture.

£ GelMali

Another Muharramtradition whichis
mostly seenin Luristan provinceis ‘Gel
Mali’. Pools of mud are prepared three
daysbefore Ashura (the 10th day),and
men spread mud on theirheadsand
shoulders. Puttingmud onthebody is
asignofgreatdisasterand canalsobe
observed whenloved oneshave passed
away. Some choose to have their entire
body covered with mud, therefore the
name ofthis processliterally translates
to ‘dropinmud’. The mudisnotwashed
from the body until the afternoon of
Ashura.

" Mash’al Gardani

Theactofturningaroundatorchina
circular patternis knownas “Mash’al
Gardani”. Thisritual can be usually
observed among Arab ethnic groups,
aswellas citieslike Qom, Shahr-e Rey,
and Ardakan.
In the firstday of Muharram, torches
areseton fire and carried around by
groups of mourners toannounce the
beginning of Muharram. The same
ritual takes place on the 8th night of
Muharram to show that the day of
Ashura, the date Imam Hussain was
martyred by his enemies, is close. In
thisritual, groups of people holding
androtatingthe torches move around
neighborhoodswhile religious music
isbeingplayed.

The Rich History Behind
Muharram Mournings
The ceremonies and rituals discussed
inthisarticle are justasmall portion
of what can be experienced during
Muharram mournings in Iran. Itis
fascinating to see how even the
smallestvillagesin the country have
harmonized their own cultural habits
with Muharram mournings. This
diversity can evenbefelteven closerin
thepublicmealsthatare served during
Muharram (Nazri), with each region
havingits unique Nazri offering. Most
oftheserituals are uniquely found
inIranbecausealotofthemhavea
historylongerthanIslam.

The majority of
these ceremonies
takeplaceinthe
first 10 days of
Muharram, with
Tasu’aand Ashura
(9thand1othday
of Muharram)
being the key
datesforthese
ceremonies. These
ceremonies have
been customized
tomatchthe
cultural habits
and traditions of
different regions
inlran. Asaresult,
many variations
of Muharram
mourning canbe
experiencedin
different villages
and cities of Iran

WHERETO STAY

Setareh Hotel: Great Location
And Hotel

Isfahan Setareh Hotelislocated within the historical context
ofIsfahan, andithasanestimated 500 meter distance from
the city’smain historicand touristicsites suchas Ali Qapu
Palace, Nagsh-e Jahan Square, Lotfollah Mosque, etc. A
combination of traditional architectural style with the
modern one was used in constructing this six-floor hotel,
makingitable to satisfy the wide range of tastes that the
guestshave. Serareh Hotel has one traditional restaurant, a
summer (roof) restaurant,and aregular one. The quality of
the food and otherservicesallaccord with the latest hotel
managementstandards around the world. Setareh Hotel,
with calm and pleasant environment and combination
of modern and traditional architecture and beautiful
decorations, islocated in the historical part of Isfahan,
about500 meters to Naghsh-e-Jahan square. Constructed
onsix floor with 52 differentrooms and suites, benefiting
suitable decoration and appropriate facilities. This hotel
alsoincludesatraditional restaurant,asummerrestaurant
on theroof, coffee shop, Internet Cafe, room service and
private parking places and try to provide a calm and
pleasantenvironment for the tourists traveling to Isfahan.

‘i Seewhattravelersare saying:

Abdiisselam G: Nice hotel,iwould stay again

We stayed for 2 nightsin thishotel. It'svery close to Nagshe
Jahan Square. Staff speaks good English and was very
friendly. The breakfast (included) was nice. Rooms and
bathroomswere clean. We used the laundry service which
was nicely done. Onlast morning when we oversleptand
missed the breakfast, they sentbreakfastto ourroomand
didn’tcharge forit. Whenineeded to buybusticketto Yazd,
they tried to buy ticket online for me (i don’t have Iranian
creditcard, obviously), unfortunately the company’s site
wasn'tworking so thatihad to go to the bus terminal to buy
ticket. Theylet our bags stay in the hotel after we checked
out, since there was 5-6 hoursto ourbus’ departure.

WHERETO EAT

Malek Soltan Jarchi
Bashi:delicious Food And
Beautiful Restaurant
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The repair operations of the Malek Sultan Jarchibashi
traditional bath-house dates back to the Safavid erain order
touseitasatraditional restaurantand touristattraction
place. Since the year 2003 this restaurant has started
operating with a cost of4,350,000,000 tomans by Haj
Sayed Ahmad Eftekhariand on March 9th, 2012 it was
officially opened.It should be mentioned thatdue to forcible
detainment, some parts of this structure hasnotbeen
restored and repaired yetand in the near future, with the
help and supportofprovincial authorities and especially the
Cultural Heritage Organization, it will join this complexagain.
Inthis ceremony, Isfahan’s governor, the director of Cultural
Heritage Organization, Isfahan Handicrafts and Tourism
Organization, the managingdirector of Isfahan Municipality
Renovation and Restoration Organization and anumber
ofthe authorities and directors of these organizations and
related offices,alongwithagroup ofadvocatesand university
professorsinthe field oftourism,and anumber of artists from
Isfahan Broadcasting center, were present.Up until a few
years ago, thisvaluable historicstructure (registered in the
national historicmonuments under No. 11545) wasused by
people forbathing, butthenitwas destroyed due towearand
tearandlack ofappropriate care, which some photos of this
structure beforerestoration can be found herein the Gallery
section.Currently, this dinning-restaurant has the capacity
toserve 250to 300 guests. Constructinga parkinglotand
Isfahan crafts and souvenir shops are some of the future
projects for this complex.

ALive Museum

‘Jarchi Historical Bath’is one of the old baths of Isfahan, which
isrelated to the past( the Safavid) era.Itwas the biggestbath
inIsfahanatthatmoment.Ithad 2 men and women baths. It
was builtconcurrently to the construction of Naghsh-e Jahan
SquareinIsfahan.Itwasinthe bigmarketofIsfahannearthe
Jarchimosque .Accordingto the historical inscription of the
mosque, itwas seemingly built with mosquebuildingin 1611
by Malek Soltan Jarchibashi- Shah ‘Abbas .




Iranian Lawmaker Calls for FATF

Guarantees

A senior lawmaker has voiced support for three of four legal
measuresrequired fromIrantobein good standing with the Financial
Action Task Force, butsaid a guarantee isneeded from the global
watchdog thatIran will be able to reap the expected benefits when
it fulfills its commitments.In a talk with ICANA, the official news
outletof the parliament, Mohammad Reza Pour-Ebrahimi, the head
of Majlis Economic Commission and a vocal MP, discussed Iran’s
legal requirements to fulfill its action plan with the Paris-based
intergovernmental organization tasked with combating money
launderingand financing of terrorism.“Amendments to the Anti-Money
Laundering Law and the Combating Financing of Terrorism Law have
beenreviewed and approved by the parliamentand face no problems,”

TECH

Iran proposes to hold tourism expo

inJapan

Iranian ambassador to Japan Morteza Rahmani
Movahed proposed holding of an exhibition featuring
Iran’s tourism potentials and handicraftsinJapan.

He brought forward the proposal in a Saturday
meeting with the Tadashi Shimura, presidentofJapan
Association of Travel Agents (JATA).

Touchingupon considerable and diverse potentials of
Iraninthe tourism industry, Rahmani Movahed said
thatIran hasits special attractions for all the tastes of
Japanese tourists.

The Iranian envoy highlighted thatimplementing this
proposal depends onappropriate supportfromJATA.
Shimura, for his part, welcomed the proposal, saying
thatintroducingIran’stourismattractionsto Japanese
peopleisagreatopportunity and Japanese mediaand
travel agencies can take partinthe event.

Japanese tourists are more interested in monuments
and historical buildings and prefer eco-lodgestohotels,
henoted.

Iran’s gas condensate exports drop
nearly41%

Iran’s exportof gas condensates from March to August
stood at4.1 million tons worth $2.1 billion, which
showsa41% decline in weightand 23% decline in
value compared to the same periodlastyear.According
to the latest customs figures of Iran’s foreign trade,
4.167 million tons of Iranian gas condensate, valued
at$2.169, was exported to target countries in the
first five months of the currentIranian fiscal year,
correspondingtoaperiod from March 21 to August 22.
The gas condensate exports takes 9 percent and
11.23 percentshare of Iran’s total exports in terms
of weightand value, respectively.Meanwhile, Iran’s
gas condensate exports inthe same period lastyear
stoodat7.139 million tons valued at $2.8 million. The
exportstook 14.97 percentand 16.49 percentshare
ofthe country’s total exportsin terms of weight and
value.Accordingly, the export of gas condensates from
Marchto Augustshowsa41.62% declinein weightand
22.53%declineinvalue compared to the same period
lastyear.

Iran’s Aluminum Consumption
Growth Twice Global Rate

EghtesdadOnline: The global average aluminum
consumption growth stands at 6% per year while
therateis 12% inIran, according to Chairman of
Iranian Minesand Mining Industries Developmentand
Renovation Organization Mehdi Karbasian.Vehicles
manufacturing with 25% has the highest share of
aluminum consumption in the world, followed by
buildingindustry with 25%, packaging with 17%and
electricity industry with 12%.IMIDRO is planning to
launch the construction of two factories: analumina
powder factoryinthe Parsian Special Economic Energy
Zonein Bushehr Province with a production capacity
0f800,000 tons peryear,inaddition toanother factory
foraluminumrollingat Lamard Special EconomicZone
inFars Province witha production capacity of 160,000
tons peryear.According to Karbasian, the latteris
scheduled tobecome operational by the end of the fiscal
year (March 2019).“When operational, Iran’sranking
astheworld’s 18th major aluminum ingot producer
would improve to the 12th spot,” he said.
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help create transparency.”

Pour-Ebrahiminoted thatthe billaimed atjoining Iran to the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, also
known as the Palermo Convention, was met with adegree of resistance
from the Guardians Council, made up of six Muslim clerics appointed
by Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khameneiand sixjurists elected by the
parliament, which s charged with ensuring draftlaws donot contradict
religious laws or Iran’s Constitution.However, as Pour-Ebrahimi
pointed out, “latestnews from members of the Majlis Legal and Judicial
Commissionindicate thatinconsistencies may be removed”.Thatonly
leaves thebillaimed atjoiningIran to the International Convention for
the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism, also known as the FT

Convention.

Financial Tribune quoted him as saying.“They will even significantly

Pour-Ebrahimisaid there are serious concerns about the bill.

“Passing the billaimed atjoining the
Islamic Republic to this convention
is not in the national interest
of the country under the current
circumstances,” he
lawmaker conceded thatmany inside
Iranare concerned what will happen
tothe country and itsalready limited
bankingrelations should itfail to complete
theaction plan, stressing that “to alleviate
these concerns, guarantees must be obtained”.“In

said.The

other
words, ifour country approves and implements all four bills, there are
no guarantees thatinternational banks will work with Iran. Therefore,
views concerning thisissue are not positive and guaranteesneed to be
obtained from the Financial Action Task Force,” he said.

EUlooking atpaymentsystem
with Iran to thwart US sanctions

The European Union’s biggest
economic powers are planning
to create a “special purpose”
financial company to thwart
US President Donald Trump’s
sanctionsand help Iran continue
toselloilin Europeand dobusiness
transactions.

The move by France, Germany and
Britain, and supported by the EU
comes after Trump in May unilaterally
withdrew fromthe 2015 Iran nuclear
accord, which the Europeans, Russia
and China continue to supportand have
pledged to dotheir utmostto protect.
EU officials on Friday confirmed the plan
to create the “special purpose vehicle,”
which was firstreported by Spiegel, the
Germannewssite.

When asked aboutthe financingmodel,
aspokesperson for the German Finance
Ministry said, “The German government
isworking together with the European
External Action Service and the
European Commission,aswellas France
and the United Kingdom, on maintaining
financial payment channels with Iran.
The negotiations on this are intensive
and ongoing. Therearedifferentmodels
under consideration.
“Asyouknow,itisacentral goal ofthe EU
and the German governmentto ensure
that the processing of transactions
issecured,” she said duringaregular
government news conference. “All
optionsarebeingconsidered.”
AFrench officialadded the EU needed
“afinanciallyindependent sovereign
channel” in order to keep the Iran deal
alive.

The planunder review in Berlin and
Brussels would involve establishinga
kind of clearinghouse forall European
trade with Iran. A form of commercial
entity known as a “special purpose
vehicle” would be established,
with European governments as
shareholders.

The new company would act as
an intermediary for cross-border
payments to and from Iran, with
no involvement from European
commercial or central banks, which
are frightened ofbecoming the target of
American countermeasures.

The clearinghouseislikely to be based
in Luxembourg, butits capitalization
remains unclear. The European
Investment Bank and national
developmentbanks, like Germany’s
KfW, may be involved, although here
too thereis genuine fear of American
retribution.

One EU official explained that the

“special purpose vehicle” would
effectively function asan accounting
firm, providingaloophole to keep trade
flowingbetween EU countries and Iran.
[fItaly wanted to buy Iranian oil, it could
wire money to the firm, which would
handle the restofthe transaction. Iran,
similarly, could wire money for the
purchase of European products.

The special purpose vehicle would
keep the money for the transactions
withinthe EU,and outside the reach of
US control over global money-transfer
systems. [twould also avoid the need to
use banks thatare afraid of being cut off
from doingbusinessin the US financial
marketiftheyare accused by the US
Treasury Department of violating the
sanctions.

Afirstbattery ofrenewed US economic
sanctions took effect against Iran
last month, and further sanctions —
including sanctions on the Iranian
oil sector, a mainstay of the country’s
economy — are set to take hold in
November.

While the EU has already taken steps to
obstruct Trump’s sanctions —including
potential penalties against firms
thatenforce the American sanctions
without permission of the European
Commission — officials in Europe
still fear thatthe US dominance of the
world financial system will blockmost
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businesswith Iran.
Tehranitselfhaswarned the Europeans
thatthey should develop new ways of
trading with Iran by early November if
they wantto preserve the nuclear deal,
known asthe Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA).

The US wants all businesses and
countries around the world to stop
doingbusiness with Iran.

News ofthe EU plan comes only two days
after European Commission President
Jean-Claude Juncker vowed in his final
State ofthe Union address to increase
therole of the euroininternational
trade, particularly in terms of energy
purchases.

Word of the European plan to prop up
Iran’s oil industry is certain to further
damage the already badly-strained
transatlanticrelationship.

European governments have rarely
acted so decisively in opposition to
American foreign policy. Their action
is partly motivated by whatis viewed
asan American attack on European
sovereignty. Trump’s government is
seenas coercing complianceratherthan
workingoutagreed policy.A determined
effortto getaround US sanctions would
alsoencourage Europeanbusinesses to
stay the courseinIran.

Reuters, politico.euand handelsblatt.
com contributed to this story.

Hemmati

European
governments
haverarely
actedso
decisivelyin
opposition

to American
foreign policy.
Their action

is partly
motivated by
what is viewed
asan American
attackon
European
sovereignty.

3.2€ Billion for Essential Imports

Central Bank of Iran Governor
Abdolnasser
announced on his Instagram
page that 3.2€ billion have
beenallocated for the import
of essential goodsin the past
one month.

Hemmati added that in the
wake of the intensification
of US sanctions and within
the principles of Resistance
Economy, CBI will seek to
strengthen its assets and
work toward meeting the
basicneeds of the public. On
Wednesday, CBI also issued
figuresrelated to hard currency
trade in the Secondary Forex
Marketbetween exporters and

importers. According to the
bank, between Aug. 7 (the day
CBl eased currency controls)
and Sept. 11, trade volume
reached 2.81€ billion. Hard
currency allocated to imports
during this period, amounting
to 2.45€billion, indicates that
currency supply has so far
outweighed demand.

%J/y'u

|SFAHAN
NEWS

What's News

+Slbfor
Production,
Employment

AmemberofMajlisPlanand
BudgetCommissionsaidthe
Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khameneihas consented
to the allocation of 1%
billion from the National
Development Fund of Iran
forboostingproductionand
employment.Ali Kazemi
alsotold the parliamentary
news website [CANA that
although any withdrawal
from the country’s
sovereign wealth fund has
toberatified by the Majlis,
the Leaderhastoapprove
it. “It now rests with the
government to make that
proposal through abill or
send as an amendment
of the 19-2018 budget,”
Kazemisaid.

oBank Loans
Rise3.3%in

Value

Bank lending increased
%3.3 in volume during
the four months to July
22, the latest figures
showed.Iranian banks
and credit institutions
granted 1.1 quadrillion
rials (8.2$ billion) inloans
to customers, compared
with 1.08 trillion rials
(7.9%billion) four months
earlier.Loansofferedunder
the partnership contracts
constituted the bulk of this
figure, %34.9, while %5.7
wentto Qarzol-Hassaneh
(interest-free) loansand
%27.2 toinstallmentsale
loans.

+Germany

lookingat
paymentsystem
with Irantosave
JCPOA

Germanyand its European
partnersare considering
settingupapaymentsystem
with Iran to save 2015
nuclear deal knownasthe
Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA).

Germanyand its European
partnersare considering
setting up a payment
system with Iran that
allows the continuation
of business transactions
with the [slamic Republic
once U.S. sanctions kick
in, an economy ministry
spokeswoman said.“As
youknow,itisacentralgoal
ofthe EU and the German
government to ensure
that the processing of
transactionsissecured,” the
spokeswoman said during
aregulargovernmentnews
conference.“Alloptionsare
beingconsidered.”

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,193.7$




US Imposes North Korea-Related US
President Greenlights Tariffs on About
2008 Billion Morein Chinese Products

USPresidentDonald Trump hasreportedly givenagoahead toadditional tariffs
onChinesegoodsworthabout200$ billion. Theinstructiontoaides comes despite
attemptsbythe Treasurytorestarttalkswith Beijing. Thenewswasinitially reported
by Bloombergand Fox Newsand later confirmed by Reuters. According toreports,
the Donald Trump administration has decided to delay the publicannouncementofthe

measure “based on concernsraisedin publiccomments”.

Trump ordered the newsalvoin histrade war with Chinaafter meeting Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin,
Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross,and US Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer, Bloomberg sources said.
Mnuchinwasearlier tryingtokick-startnegotiations with China, whichrespondedinkind tothe previous round

Iran: World Must Take UK's Plotfor
Syria Seriously

Iran's Ambassadorand Permanent Representative to The Hague Alireza
Jahangirisaid theworld needstoseriously consider US Senator Richard Black's
recentwarningofafake chemicalweaponsattackin SyriabyBritishMI6 spyagency
topintheblame on Damascus."(Senator) Black's stance onapossible gasattackin
Syriaproveswhathasbeendeclaredrepeatedlyinthe Organization forthe Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) meetings,"Jahangiriwrote on his Twitteraccounton Friday.
Jahangiri, Iran's permanentrepresentative at the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical = Weapons
underlined thattheinternational communityshould pay careful attention to the Republican senator'sremarks
inordertopreventdisasterslike the [raqwarJahangiri'sremarks cameafter Senator Blackwarned that Britain's
MI6 "is planninga fake chemical weapons attack on Syria; this proves whathasbeen said many timesin the
OPCW’smeetings.Iftheworld takes such statementsseriously, we willnotseeany disasterslike the [raqwar."
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EDITORIAL

hamidrezaGoortani

Economic
CalmlIs
Right For
Every Elderly
Person

...creation. Reflection
in Quranic verses
indicates the
importance of family
ties, respectforparents,
and respect for the
upbringingof children.
Family is the smallest
institution of the

community and
therefore the most
vulnerable  group

against social harm
is family. So that
most problems and
injuries occur firstin
families And iftheyare
not prevented they
also penetrate the
community.

It seems that the
modeling of the Iranian
youth is now the
televisionandthelives
of volunteers who are
just the prosperous
sectors of the society,
and anyone can
compete with themin
luxuries!Inthelongrun,
theage of marriage has
increased and the next
problems due to the
lack of marriage have
been plagued by the
Islamic Society of Iran.

One of the most
important  pillars
of a family is elderly
which, because of
their experience, are
considered asasource
ofblessingin the family.
Today, we believe that
the peace and security
ofthe country's social
and economiclife are
owed to the efforts of
our ancestors and
elders. Reasonable
people who have been
struggling for years
and with inexhaustible
perseverance and
hard work for the
development  and
construction of
this country, have
moved the wheels
of development and
progress. Therefore, itis
necessary toappreciate
the efforts of theretired
and elderly people of
the country which is
the duty of society and
their children. Elders
havebeenrespectedin
Iranian culture since
ancient times But for
many years,ithasbeen
equatingtoaging, with

Iranian ex-diplomatand former nuclear

negotiator Hossein Mousavian has

reviewed the path to maintain peace with

SaudiArabiaand Arab countries.

A\\ By: Hossein Mousavian

Mousavianrecentlyaddressed 'WestAsia Conference'
onChangingSecurity Paradigmin WestAsia: Regional
and International Responseswhichwasheld withthe
attendance of scores of resident diplomats, authors,
research centersand Indianmediain New Delhi.
ThefollowingisthefulltextofMousavian’sspeech:
The WestAsiaisinthe midstofahistorictumult. As
conflictand terrorism have spread, some historic
regional powershave collapsed and the geopolitical
landscape thatunderpinned the regional order for
decadeshasbeenupended.

Amongthe seminalfactors contributingtoregional
instabilityand the spread of radicalization have been:
1.The continuingIsraelioccupation of Palestine,
2.Saddam’sinvasion of Iranin 1980 and Kuwaitin
1990,

3.The 2001 U.S.-ledinvasion of Afghanistan,
4.The2003U.S.invasionofIraq,
5.Theoutbreakofthe “ArabSpring”in2011,
6.NATO-GCCwaronLibyain2011,
7.0rchestratingand recruiting tens of thousands
ofterrorists from over 80 countries to bringregime
changeinSyria,and

8.The 2015 Saudi-USwaron Yemen.
Thesedevelopmentshave effectively:
1.Tornupmuchofthe Arabworld;

2.Draggingmajor Arab powersIraq, Libyaand Syria
intocivilwarandterrorism,

3.Thecollapse of U.S.regional alliesin countrieslike
Egyptand Tunisia,

4.Theflow oftens ofthousands ofterroristsinto the
regionandbeyond,

5.Theadventand spread of ISISand other terrorist
groupsintheregionandbeyond.

Astraditional Arab powers Egypt, Iraq, Libyaand
Syriahave falleninto disarray, Saudi Arabia—today
effectively led by the -33year-old Crown Prince
Mohammad bin Salman—isattemptingto take the
mantle ofleadership overthe Arabworld.
Thenewregional powerdynamichasineffectseenthe
formation oftwomajorblocs,one comprised of Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Israel,and the
United Statesunder President Donald Trump,and the
otherincludinglran, Russia, Syria, Hezbollah, Iragand
otherpopularly-mobilized militias suchasthe Hashd
Al-Sha'abiinIraqand the Syrian Defense Forces.
Whilethe United Statesand Russiaare, the twomost
consequential global powersaffectingthe fate of the
MiddleEast,attheregionallevel [ranand SaudiArabia
arethemainactors.

Saudi Arabiahasinrecentyearsveered away from
itstraditionally conservativeand behind-the-scenes
foreign policy approach toafarmoreassertive and
openlyhostiletoranstrategy
[tisafactthatSaudi-Iran haveinfluence on crises
in Yemen, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Bahrain, Qatar,and
elsewhereinthe region. However, the US, Israel
and Saudi Arabiablame Iran for the discordin the
Arabworldand instability in the region despite the
successoftheIrannuclearnegotiationsinalleviating
international concernsof Iran’s potential pathwaysto
nuclearweapons.

Butfromthe Iranian point ofview, the real reasons
behindflailing Arabunityandthe crisesintheregion
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havelittletodowithIranandliecloserat:
1.Dysfunctionalities of Arabstates,

2.Decades ofdictatorship and corruption in Arab
countries,

3.Thespread of Wahhabism,

4. Arab-ArabwarssuchasSaddaminvasion of Kuwait,
GCCinvasion of Libya and Saud-UAE invasion of
Yemen,and

5.Riyadh’sdoorstopinmany cases.

Forinstance, the cause of Palestine which foryears
was the top source of angstand unity in the Arab
and Muslim world, hastodaylostits significance to
suchadegree forthe Saudi government pressuring
PalestinianstoacceptmaximalistIsraelidemands.
In December 2017, the New York Times, citing
“Palestinian, Arab,and European officials,’ stated that
Mohammad bin Salman had presented Palestinian
PresidentMahmoud Abbaswith “aplanthatwouldbe
moretilted toward theIsraelisthananyeverembraced
bythe Americangovernment.”
OnDecember2017,6 President Trump formally
recognized Jerusalemasthecapital of Israel, reversing
nearly seven decades of American foreign policy
because he was sure Bin Salman is committed to
confrontIranand to push Palestinians to compel to
[sraelidemand.

Inshort, the reality is that the Arab world, led by
Saudi Arabia, is seemingly on the verge of historic
capitulationtolsrael.

The (Persian) Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is for
allintents and purposes now also defunct. This too
isnotforanything to do with Iran, but chiefly due
tothe smaller Persian Gulfstates’ perennial fear of
falling victim to hegemonic Saudiaspirations—as
exemplified by Saudi Arabia effectively turning
Bahrainintoitsown provinceand mostrecently with
theSaudi-ledblockade of Qatar.

Doha officials nowregularly proclaim before the
world that Saudi Arabia seeks to turnthemintoa
puppetstate.

Thechaosthathasengulfed Libyain crisis,hasalsohad
nothingtodowithIran,butisduetotheregime change
military operation thatoverthrew Muammar Gaddafi
in2011ledbyNATOand U.S.Araballies,includingthe
UAEandSaudiArabia.

In Yemen, the narrative of “Iran-backed” Houthis
instigatinga civil waris simplisticand ignores any
historic context. The factis thatthe Saudiassaulton
Yemen, hasresulted in thousands of civilian deaths,
triggered an unprecedented cholera epidemic,and
taken the countryto the edge of widespread famine
inwhathasbecome the world’sworsthumanitarian

catastrophe.

Saudi Arabia’sregional strategy canbe encapsulated
intofive points:

1.Endeavor to keep American military, security,
political,and economicdominance over theregion.
2.Allywith Israel to gain the supportofthe powerful
international Zionistmovement.
3.ConfrontIrananditsregionalalliesonall forcesand
instigateaU.S.warwithIran.

4. Pressure Palestinians into accepting Israeli
demands, effectively eliminatingtheissueof Palestine
and markingofficial recognition of Israel by the Arab
world.

5.Dominatethesmaller Persian Gulfstatesand muster
anArab coalitioninthe formofan “Arab NATO” or
othermeanstoisolateand confrontIran.
Inresponse, [ran’s strategy canalsobe summarized
infive points:

1. Resist U.S. hegemony in the Persian Gulfand
improveitsrelationswith otherglobal powers.
2.ResistlIsraelioccupationand supportPalestinians
andresistance groupssuchas Hamasand Hezbollah.
3.All-out confrontation with takfiri terrorist groups,
whoserootideologyis Wahhabi Salafism, suchasal-
Qaeda,Jabhatal-Nusra, ISIS, etc.

4. Actasacounterbalance to Saudi effortstoimpose
hegemony over the smaller Arab Persian Gulf
sheikhdoms. After the Saudiblockade of Qatar, the
small state’s only access to the outside world was
throughitsairand seaborderwith Iran—whichIran
keptopen foritsuse. Tothisend, [ranhas soughtto
maintain normal ties with the GCC states who have
noappetite for Saudihegemony, includingOmanand
Kuwait.

5.ConfrontIsrael’sstrategicaimto disintegrate four
[slamiccountries—Iraq, Syria, Turkey,and [ran—by
supporting Kurdish separatistaspirations. All four
ofthese countries share manyinterestsand with the
resolution of the Syrian crisis, the grounds will be
created forbroader cooperationbetween then.

Given these conflicting strategies, Saudi Arabiaand
Iranhave two choices:

Thefirstisto continue the status quo of confrontation.
The chiefimplications of this option will be that
the unstable regional status quo will continue to
deteriorate, any prospectof eliminating terrorist
groups in the vein of ISIS will be diminished,
sectarianismwillincrease,and therewillbearealrisk
ofadisastrous warthatwillnotonly engulfregional
powers, butalsoglobal powers—especially the United
Statesand Russia.

Iran, China can beat existing challenges together:

NEWS

Ties with China, Russiaimportantto
Iran: Fmr FM

Enhancingrelations with China and Russiais of great
importance to Tehran, Iran's former foreign minister said
addingthatthethree countries should takeinitiative tosolve
problems resulted by the US withdrawal from the nuclear
deal.Thejointstatementissued by Chinese and Iranian
presidents signed two years ago in Tehranisagood basis
forboostingbilateral relationsand there have been talks on
the ways ofimplementation ofthe statement, Head of Iran's
Strategic Council on Foreign Relations Kamal Kharrazi said
atameetingwith directors of ShanghaiInternational Studies
University.Kharrazi, who serves as the Minister of Foreign
Affairs from 20 August 1997 to 24 August 2005, is currently
in Chinatodiscussissues of mutualinterest with the senior
Chinese officials.Meanwhile, Head of the university Yang
Jiemian also echoed the remarks by Kharrazi, calling for
regular meetings ofthe two countries' officials toimplement
the statement.'Forty years ago, the Islamic Revolutionin
Iranand reformsin Chinasetthe ground for enhancementof
relationsbythe twosides, resultinginstronger tiesalongwith
anincreaseinthetwo countries'regionalinfluence, he said.
Iranand Chinashould know their strategicadvantagesand
usethemwhile enjoyingeach others' experiences, Yangsaid.

Iranian, S Korean M Ps call for
expansionoftiesregardless of US

pressures

InaSaturday meeting, Asadollah Abbasi, the president of
Iran-South Korea parliamentary friendship group,and Kang
Seok-ho, asenior member of the South Korean National
Assembly, said thatbilateral relations mustnotbe affected by
USpressures.“Old communicationsbetween Iranand South
Koreamustnotbeaffected by US pressures,” said Asadollah
Abbasi, the president of [ran-South Korea parliamentary
friendship group, calling for bolsteringand cementing
friendly relations atthe current stage.The Iranian senior
legislator made the remarks ina meeting with Kang Seok-
ho, the Chairman ofthe South Korean National Assembly’s
Foreign Affairs and Unification Committee, on Saturdayin
Seoul.“Thereare numerous venues of cooperationinareas of
politics,economy, cultureand parliamentinthe two countries
and thebarrier s should be removed and the ground should
be paved for expandingand extending communicationsand
interactions,” said MP Abbasireferring to huge capacities of
cooperationbetween Iranand South Korea.

Pompeo Slams Kerryfor
'Inappropriate' Meetings with Iran
Officials

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo lambasted his
predecessor, John Kerry, for meetings with Iranian
officialsinback-channel talksand accused him of "actively
undermining” the Trump administration's policy toward
Tehran."What Secretary Kerry has done is unseemly and
unprecedented,” Pompeo told anews conference,adding
thathe "oughtnottoengageinthatkind ofbehavior”, Reuters
reported.“Itisinconsistent with what the foreign policy of
the United States s, as directed by this president. Itisbeyond
inappropriate," Pompeo deplored.Pompeo's criticism of
Kerry came adayafter US President Donald Trump accused
the formersecretary of state of "illegal” meetings onIranin
alate-nighttweet.Kerry,inaradiointerview with Fox News
aspartofabooktour,said he had metwith Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif "three or four times" since
theend ofhisterminJanuary 2017.Hehasalsoaccused the
Trump administration of pursuingapolicy of regime change
inlran.
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and financial proble'ms. present challenges and risks, Director of plan so that countries with a short-term the western parts of Iran.
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age.Isit Fruethat t.he Kharrazi. both capitals to have more cooperationin During the meeting both sides

elderlywllllbeworrled The world is facing with unprecedented theregion. discussed energy transmission to the known as the Joint
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officials.
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One of the most
importantpillars ofthe
Islamic community is
the family. On the one
hand, the formation
ofafamily hasadirect
and close relationship
with solving family
problemsand personal
disruptions and on
the other hand, ithas
a clear connection
with solving social
problems. Hence, ifa
family is challenged, it
will directly affect the
community. Sociability
and the desire to live
with otherslie in the
presence of every
human being for this
reason, when human
beings turn fromsocial
life and the formation
of afamily; they have

violated thelaws of ...

Iran picks “No Date, No Signature” as
official submission to Oscars

The Iranian film “No Date, No Signature” directed by Vahid Jalilvand has been
selected as the country’s official submission to the 91st Academy Awards in the
best foreignlanguage film category.A committee was assigned by Iran’s Farabi
Cinema Foundation to choose the county’s submission to the Oscar.Directed by

VahidJalilvand, ‘No Date, No Signature’ recently raked in awards at the 20th Iran
Cinema Celebration, including Best Director, Best Film, Best Script,and Best Supporting

Actressand Actorawards.The dramanarrates the story ofaforensic pathologist Dr. Kaveh Nariman (played
by Amir Aghaei),aprincipled and virtuous man, who gets involved inan accidentand faces adilemma of
whether heisresponsible for the death ofa child orifthe cause of death is unrelated to his doing.

Let’s take subway at
new school year

"Organizing urban traffic" and "facilitating

4,> students' transition" are among the certain pri-
orities of Trafficand Transportation Organiza-

tion of Isfahan Municipality during the first two weeks of
October. With the cooperation of Isfahan General Depart-
ment of Education and other responsible organizations, we
will be able to solve the upcoming problemsregarding the

students' transitions," Alireza Salavatisaid

Aswe know with the beginning of the new school year,
the number of vehicle travels will increases. The main
solution to escape this heavy trafficis using public
transportation. “The first priority of Traffic and
Transportation Organization of Isfahan is to encourage
students to use publictransportation options such as
the subway, bus, and taxi,” the deputy director of Traffic
and Transportation Organization of Isfahan Municipality
emphasized.“Thisyear, with the cooperation of General
Departmentof Education of Isfahan,70,000 students will
usetheschoolbuses,” Salavatisaid. Healsoannounced the
special rules foractivities, behaviors,and dress codes of
taxidrivers and said thatIsfahan Bus Companyistrying

EUlookingatpaymentsystem with
Iran to thwart US sanctions

toincrease the quantity and quality of the bus fleet to
welcome the city trips which are going to be increased
nextweek.

“Bustransportationis provided to studentsinsuchaway
tomeetparents'satisfaction. With the cooperation of the
General Departmentof Education of Isfahan Province, 50
busesareallocated to students’ culturaland recreational
trips,” said the Transportation and Trafficdeputy director
of Isfahan Municipality."Let's Take the Subway" is a
special program whichis carried out with the cooperation
of Cultural, Social, and Sports Organization and the
Citizenship Culture Committee of Isfahan Municipality;
accordingto this plan, students are the main priority of
transportation fleet,” announced Salavati. The headway
willbereducedto10 minutes coincide with the beginning
oftheschoolyear.

Iran: Oil market too tightfor US zero

exporttarget

The US will find it difficult to cut Iran’s oil exports
completely as the oil marketis already tight and rival
producers cannot make up the shortfall, a top Iranian
official said.

Iran: Oil markettoo tightfor USzero export target
Washingtonisseekingto cutIranian oil exports to zero by
Novemberasitreimposes sanctions,andis encouraging
other producers such as Saudi Arabia, other OPEC
members and Russia to pump more to meet the shortfall,
Reutersreported.

Evenso, the expectedloss of Iranian oil, declining supply
fromanother OPEC member Venezuelaand other outages

areboosting crude prices, which thisweekhit80$ abarrel,
the highestsince May.

Iran’s OPEC Governor Hossein Kazempour Ardebili, said
incomments to Reuters thata “supply shortage” meant
thatthe United States would notbe able to meetits zero
exporttarget.

“Thereisno spare capacity anywhere,” he said.
Alongtime adviseratSaudiArabia’s Energy Ministry also
said lastmonth that current US sanctions on Iran were
unlikely to stop Iranian oil exports completely.

Under pressure from US President Donald Trump to lower
oil prices, the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countriesand allies agreed in June to boostproduction,
having participatedina supply-cuttingdealin place since
2017.

While OPEC production hasincreased since then, Saudi
Arabiahasaddedless crude thanitinitiallyindicated.
Kazempourhasvoiced skepticism that other producers
canadd much more oil.

The OPEC governoristypically the second mostsenior
postinacountry’s OPEC delegation after the oil minister.
Kazempourhasrepresented Iranin thatposition for many
years.
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