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NEWS

Iraqiborders tobe shutdown

forone week

Iraqi Border Crossing Departmentrevealed the
closure ofitsborders for one week.

Accordingto Iraq Border Crossing Department,
the activity of discharging and unloading goods
imported into Iraq will be halted for a period of
oneweekon Mar. 8-15 from all bordersincluding
Khosravi, Soumar, Mehran, Chazabeh and
Shalamcheh.

This move will be taken for preventing the outbreak
of COVID-19 and disinfecting customs offices as well
asincreasingborder facilities to combat coronavirus
and then, these borderswillbe reopened after this
period.

For this purpose, Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA) warned Iranian exporters of
productstoIraqtotake thisissueinto consideration.

Iran, Pakistan mull over latest
situation of transport fleetin

jointborders

Islamic Republic of Iran and Pakistanreviewed the
latestsituation of transit of nationals and transport
fleetinjointborders ofthe two countries.

Forthis purpose, Iranian Ambassador to Pakistan
Seyyed Mohammad Ali Hosseini metand held talks
with Pakistan’s Minister for Maritime Affairs Ali
Haider Zaidiin Islamabad on Thursday.
Inthismeeting, Hosseiniannounced readiness of the
Iranian Ministry of Roads and Urban Development
and Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO) for
developing cooperation with Pakistani side in
relevantfield.

The Iranian ambassador emphasized the need to
pursue bilateral agreementsreached between the
two countries during Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Imran Khan's visitto Iran, including the agreement
inportsand shippingsector.

Pointing to the importance of continuing
consultations to promote economic relations,
Hosseini called for expanding public relations
between Iran and Pakistan, including tourism
cooperation especially health and religious tourism.
Forhis part, Pakistan’s Minister for Maritime Affairs
AliHaider Zaidi welcomed the expansion of ports
and maritime cooperation with the Islamic Republic
oflran.

AliHaider Zaidi emphasized the need for continued
consultations between the two countries
to overcome the current situation arising after
coronavirus outbreak. He expressed his sympathy
with the Iranian people over the coronavirus
problem.

He also praised the position of I[ranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif on violence against
Muslimsin India.

COVID-19 Outbreak Worsens

Iran’s Business Conditions

The last month of the Iranian year has always
represented growth in business activity, but the
absence of such a growth this year hasaggravated
recession.The recent outbreak of coronavirus
(COVID-19) hastakenaheavytoll onawide range of
[ranian businesses.

From restaurants, catering services and cafés to
travel agencies, airlines and cinemas, many have
beenpushed to the brink. Thisis especially so,when
takingintoaccountthe damagingeffects of sanctions
onlran'sbusiness environment.

"Medical doctors say coronavirus is deadly for
people with other underlying medical conditions.
The sanctionsregimeisthe same underlying disease
thathasmade coronavirus evenmore horrendous,"
presidential advisor, Hesameddin Ashena, hasbeen
quoted assayingby IRNA.
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Water Use to Unusually High Levelsin Iran

Tehran Province Water and Wastewater

Company (Abfa) saidinastatementon Saturday

that water consumption in the capital has

increased dramaticallyinthe past 10 daysand

appealedto Tehranresidentstoavoidwasteand

unnecessaryuse tohelpitsavoid supply cuts.
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Following outbreak
of the coronavirus
in Iran 60 other
countries, theneed
to observe health
safety measures,
water consumption
hasjumpedbecauseofregular
washingofhandsand cleaning
possessionsand environment,
ISNAreported.
Furthermore, the Persian New
Year (Nowruz) is three weeks
away and as per tradition,
home cleaningisatits peak.
Abfahasrequestedthepeople
to avoid washing carpets,
blankets,windowsand to the
best of their ability not use
water fornonessentialneeds,
Financial Tribunereported.
Water consumptionin Tehran
exceeded 3 million cubic
meters on Friday, which is
unusually high atthis time of
theyear (despitetheadventof

Increasingconsumptioninthe
pastfewdayshasledtodrops
in water pressure in some
areas in Tehran and cuts in
somesurroundingtownsand
villages.

Bad SSituation GettingWorse
Innormal conditions, though,
averagewater consumptionin
Tehranis 2.5 times more than
theglobalaverage. Therecent
infectious disease has only
madeabad situationworse.
Tehranaccounts forlessthan
1.1% of the country’s land
area, but accounts for 20%
of the population and 45%
of the industrial base. This

consumption.

According to data from the
Energy Ministry, the average
[ranianuses 250liters ofwater
perday, while per capitawater
consumptioninmetropolises
such as Tehran may exceed
300liters.

Water consumption hasalso
increased in the northern
regions. According to the
Mazandaran Province Rural
Water and Wastewater
Company, water consumption
hasshotupby40%inthepast
fewdaysaspeople wash their
hands several times a day as
prevention measure against

Iranhas confirmed 600 cases
of infection with the new
coronavirus,with43reported
deadby Saturdaynoon.
Thenovel coronavirus, which
was first reported in China
inDecember, has caused an
outbreakofrespiratoryillness
(COVID-19)inIranalongwith
60 other countriessofar.
Safety measures against the
virusincludes cleaninghands
oftenwith soap and water for
atleast20secondseachtime.
The total number of people
worldwide who have tested
positive for the virus has
exceeded 86,000 with over

NO 445

said that OPEC had
decided to wait for
anagreementofnon-
OPECalliesto consider
major cuts in the
group’soutputtoshore

up oil prices.
Speaking to
reporters  shortly

conference of OPEC
and non-OPEC on
Friday morning,
SHANAreported.
OPECmembers have
agreed onthe outlines
of a deal for cutting
1.5 million barrels of
crude oilinthe second
quarter of2020.

on the non-OPEC
agreement to accept
to cutforhalfamillion
barrels for the second
quarter,” adding, “If
they do notacceptit
wehavenodeal”

The Iranian Minister
of Petroleum further
added that Russian

without their
agreement, but said
if an agreement was
to be obtained with
non-OPEC allies,
distribution ofthe cuts
wouldbe prorata.

Asked how much
Russia was expected
to contribute, he

Nowruz), means highandrisingwater thecontagiousvirus. 3,000deaths.
SWISS after the 178th OPEC “We recommend Energy Minister said, “it depends on
meeting in Vienna non-OPECtoreduce Alexander Novak themselves.”
Ail’lines on Thursday, Iranian halfamillion barrels seemedtobeinVienna Zangenehsaid, “OPEC
Oil Minister Bijan and 1 mbd for OPEC onFridayalongwith hasplayeditsrole.If
EXMaj()I' Namdar Zanganeh countries for this other non-OPEC youwantto consider
said the decision quarterandextendthe producerslikeMexico, thisreductionprorata,
OlltplltCllt to remove more oil previousdecisionand Kazakhstanandothers like before,the share
o e from the market to torolloverthedecision todiscussthemove. ofnon-OPEC s close
awaltlng tackle the impact tilltheendof2020for “Itisadeal;theycan tooneover3andthe
IlOIl-OPEC of the coronavirus the figure that was acceptthat.Theycan shareofOPECistwo
outbreak which has acceptedinDecember,” decidenottoaccept,” overthree.”
desici()n hammered the prices Zangenehadded. Zangenehadded. Asked whether there
Iranian Oil Minister would depend on He said, “tomorrow, He said that there was a plan B if non-
Bijan Zanganeh the outcome of the everything depends would be no deal OPECproducersfailed

to second the OPEC
proposal, he said: “No,
we have no other plan.
Wehaveonlyoneplan.”
The Iranian energy
official alsounderlined
the exemption of
Libya, Iran and
Venezuela from the
cuts.

Solution: NO 444

\l

©
N

WIN OO —= O|© N &~
2O IN[W N O|00 O -
= OO0 |~ NN W O

N W —=]O NI~ O O,
N O AN O A|m O W
OO K[> 00 WIN DN
O =~ W |00 MO~

NN W 20
0 P OINO© VW | —

Viboaccount.
Releasing images of several
children hospitalized for

coronavirusinfection, hereferred
tothethousandsof milesbetween
Chinaand Iranbutsaid the huge
distance could notkeep the two
nations apart.Referring to the
spread ofthe coronavirusinIran,
he wrote thatinrecent days we

Chinese entrepreneur donates one

million masks to Iran
Chineseentrepreneur,industrialist
and chief executive of Alibaba
Group Jack Ma has announced
the donation of one million masks
to Iran.Jack Ma announced his
decisioninhis Chinese-language

have made many effortsto collect
one million masks although the
distance is very long and the
transportation is difficult, we
willdo ourbestto send them to
Tehran as soon as possible.He
said hehoped these masks could
reduce Iran's urgent need to
protectchildrenandendthecorona
epidemicassoonaspossibleand
make the world healthier.The
Chinese entrepreneur stated that
the epidemicinlranhasbecome
more serious recently, and Iran
is facing a shortage of medical
supplies.
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What's News

‘High-Risk’,
"Propitious' Fields
of Investment

In recent years, ample
productionand services
capacitieshave beenbuilt
upacrossthe countrydue
toinvestmentattraction
policies applied in
the different fields of
industries, mining and
trade, which trend has
led to a rising issuance
of unplanned permits
to establish various
businesses.
Thisincreasehasrendered
activity in some fields
unfruitful such thatmore
investments would lead
to a waste of resources
and the pile-up of more
incomplete projects, the
Persian daily Donya-e-
Eqtesadreported.
TheMinistry of Industries,
Mining and Trade has
recently released two
reports in which it has
listed “high-risk” and
saturated businesses
as well as the ones it
calls “propitious” for
redirecting future
potential investments,
i.e.industries promising
higher demands, bigger
returnsand morelucrative
markets.

Zanganeh Says
OPEC+ Needs
Further Production

Cuts
OPECanditsalliesneed
to cut crude output by
500,000 barrels per day
to clear the oil market's
oversupply from the
coronavirus outbreak,
Iran’s Oil Minister said
upon hisarrivalin Vienna
onWednesday.
BijanNamdarZanganehis
attendingameetingofthe
OrganizationofPetroleum
Exporting Countries in
Viennaon Wednesday, the
Oil Ministry news portal
reported.

He suggested that
negotiations ahead
will be guided more by
politics than market
fundamentals.
"Expertise doesn'twork
here.Politicsdoes, hesaid
ahead of OPECtalks.

"I believe itis clear that
dueto the oversupplyin
thissituation, especiallyas
COVID-19isspreadingfast,
itisessentialthatOPECand
non-OPECtakenecessary
measures.”
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Parliamentary diplomacy a
golden opportunity to enhance
Iran-Pakistan ties

Parliamentary cooperation and exchange of delegationsisa
golden opportunity to further strengthen Iran-Pakistan ties
towhich Iran has always stressed upon.

Ambassador of Iran to Pakistan during his meetings with
Pakistani officials have always emphasized the need for
enhancedinteraction between Iranand Pakistanatalllevels.
Inthisregards Ambassador Seyyed Mohammad Ali Hosseini
metwith Deputy Chairman Senate Saleem Mandviwallaat
Parliament House.

Convener of Pak-Iran Friendship Group in the Senate Lt. Gen
(Retd) Abdul Qayyum and members of the group were also
presentatthe meeting.

According to a statementby Senate, Mandviwalla said that
Pakistanand Iran share common traditions, religious values
and social aspirations and have supported each other not
onlyon Internationalissues butin the developmentagenda.
He said that Pakistan attaches highestimportance to its
historicrelations with Iran and we are looking forward to
further enhance the traditional ties for better economicand
political collaboration through increased Parliamentary
linkages between the two countries.

He said that Pakistan and Iran have always cooperated with
each otheratthe International Forums and have adopted

mm  WHO envoy hails Supreme Leader's

Russia, Turkey
reach deal
on midnight
ceasefire in
Syria’s Idlib
The Russian and
Turkish presidents
saytheyhave cometo
anagreementonan
imminent ceasefire
regime in the
northwestern Syrian
province of Idlib.
Vladimir Putin
and Recep Tayyip
Erdogan made the
remarks at a joint
press conferencein
Moscow on Thursday
afterthree hours of
face-to-facetalks.
Erdogan told
reportersthetruce
would come into
effect at midnight,
and Putin said, "I
express hope that
these agreements
will serveasagood
basis foracessation
of military activity
in the Idlib de-
escalationzone.”
The zone and other
similar ones were
set up across Syria
during talks that
beganinthe Kazakh
capital of Astanain
early 2017 among
Turkey, Russia, and
Iran focusing onthe
Arab country.
Turkey was allowed
to set up a number
of observation
poststosupposedly
contribute to de-
escalation efforts.
Turkish troops,
however, are
reported to have
ventured outside the
areasassigned forthe
postsand engagedin
deadly clashes with
Syriansoldiers.
Another Syria talks
formatthattookplace
inthe Russianresort
city of Sochiallowed
Turkey to bring in
a small number of
troops to man the
observation posts.
Ankara, though,
has sentthousands
oftroopsandheavy
military hardware
into the provincein
an unprecedented
incursiontobackthe
militants,according
toPressTV.
Putinsaid he hoped
that the Thursday
deal will “stop the
suffering of the
peaceful population,”
while Erdogan
claimed, "We will
work together to
supply aid for the
Syriansinneed."

support for anti-corona campaign

aunified stance on different
issues.
“Therecentyears have
witnessed enhanced
cooperation in
defence and security
areas”, Mandviwalla
observed. He said that
trade potential mustbe
exploited for mutual benefit
ofthe people oftwo sides. Both
sides need to work on evolving
amechanism to give trade more boost, he
added.

NEWS

Iran, Kuwait FMs call

World Health Organization's
representative on Thursday hailed role
ofIran'sreligious leaders and Supreme
Leaderin promotinganti-corona campaign
asvery fruitful.

The delegation

%j M from the
i’ World Health
ISFAHAN Organization

(WHO) headed by

NEWS Regional Director

I for Emergency

Operations
Richard Brennan
inspected Iran's measures
inbattling the coronavirus
epidemic.

Commenting on Iran's

6«7".} "‘1 5 - L 3
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forjointefforts tocombat
COVID-19

Iranian FM Zarifand his Kuwaiti counterpart Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah on Friday held a phone conversation on
mutual cooperationin fightingagainstthe spread of the
novel coronavirus.

Kuwaiti FM announced his country's readiness to
cooperate with Iranand send humanitarianaid to fight
againstthespread ofthe deadlyvirus.

Appreciating Kuwait's proposaland declaringreadiness
tosendaidto Iran, FM Zarif called forregional and global
cooperationinthefightagainstcoronavirus.
Healsoannounced Iran’sreadiness forany cooperation
and exchange of experiencestoeradicate thisnovel virus.
As of Thursday, the death toll from the coronavirus
outbreakinIranhasrisento 107 with 3,513 confirmed

cases.

anti-corona actions,
Brennan stressed during
a meeting with foreign
ambassadors in Tehran
thatthediseaseisnewand
world has not sufficient
knowledge aboutit.

Iran's 16-day experience
in fighting the virus is
indicatesthatitsapproach

inmobilizingallfacilitiesis
correctandlogical, he said.
Criticizing all countries
creating restrictions
to trade and trip amid
coronavirus outbreak, he
said that WHO does not
recommend this; rather
itbelievesthattrade and
trip should continue by

observing the hygienic
standards.

He also called on
ambassadors to
recommend their
respective governments to
remove unduerestrictions
fortravels.

The WHO delegation
is scheduled to leave

Tehran for Qom which is
grappling with outbreak
of coronavirus.

The novel coronavirus
was firstdetected in China
inlate Decemberand has
since spread to more than
70 countries, prompting
the WHO to declare a
global health emergency:.

Iran's health network

one of world's best
Deputy Foreign Minister for Legal and
International Affairs Mohsen Baharvand
said on Thursday that the Islamic
RepublicofIran,according to the World
Health Organization, has one ofthe best
public health networksin the world
and has made every effort to fight the
coronavirus.

Coronavirus Outbreak and Explaining
the Preventive and Control Measures of
the Governmentofthe Islamic Republic
ofIrantoday - Thursday - attended by
Deputy Foreign Minister for Legal and
International Affairs Richard Brennan,
Regional Director for Emergency

Operations, World Health Organization
and Foreign Diplomats in Tehran was
held atthe Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Speaking to reporters, Mohsen
Baharvand described the focus of the
meeting: The WHO delegation on its
trip to Iran supplied some medical
equipmentand devices for coronary
artery disease and, of course, some
friendly countries assisted in thisregard.
He added thatlIranian diplomats have
been mobilized to do whatever is
necessaryto fightthe disease,alongwith
the Ministry of Health.

He said: According to the WHO staffs,
the health system hasagood expertise,
especially in the field of lungs and
respiratory diseases, in parallel with the

spread of the virus.

Hesaid specialized medicallaboratories
inIranand other countries are on the
rise, and said specialized diagnostic
laboratories will soon expand. The
Islamic Republic of Iran has one of the
bestpublichealthnetworksin the world
thathas made every effortto contain the
disease.

Head of the Iran's Health Ministry's
public relations office Kianoush
Jahanpoursaid on Thursdaythat3,513
people havebeen affected by the virus so
far,fromwhom 107 havelosttheirlives.
Jahanpoursaid that591 cases of new
infections been detected, adding that
since yesterday (Wednesday) 15
infected people have passed away.

WHO hasmade no
advice torestrict
flighton Iran: official

Regional Emergency Director for the
World Health Organization (WHO)
Richard Brennan said that WHO has
made norecommendation forimposing
flightrestriction from/toIran.

He made the remarks on Thu. on the
sidelines ofameeting of “Outbreak of
Coronavirus and Preventive Measures
Taken by Iranian Government” which

washeldatthe venue of Iranian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in the presence of
Iranian deputy foreign minister for Legal
and International Affairs, foreign envoys
and diplomatsresidinginIran.
Turning to the imposition of flight
restrictions by some countriesin Iran
afterthe outbreak of coronavirusinthe
country,headded, “WHO doesnot make
any recommendation onimposition of
flightrestrictionto and from Iran.”

Of course, thisissue doesnotjustconfine
toIran,rather,recommendations ofthe

imposition of flightrestrictionisrelated
toall countriesinnecessary timespan,
he said, adding, “presently, WHO does
notagree with the imposition of such
flightrestrictionsin the Islamic Republic
oflran.”

Turningto the performance of Iran with
regards to combating the coronavirus
outbreak, he said “this virus spread
in Iran in a very short period. Up to
the present time, Iran has made good
progressin containing the outbreak of
COVID-19.

"Weobserving American’s
switchofdirectionfrom K-1

"

Announcingthatoccupiers’ allmovements and even
their change of direction from military bases are being
observed, Ash-Shimmary stated that the zerohour of
revengeisclose.

The official spokesman of al-NujabaIslamicResistance,
somefewminutesago,issuingatwit, stressed thatthezero
hourofrevengeis close and this Movementhas exactly
observed whatever American forcesdid in K- inKirkuk
toZab and Al-Hawija, reported al-Nujaba'’s Centre for
Communicationsand MediaAffairsinIran.

Engineer Nasrash-Shimmarimentioned, “Considering
itgivesthem security, they have changed their pathand
areusingbyways, however, they should knowthatweare
observingthem.

Then,addressing occupiersoflraq, he warned, “Itis our
landand weare closertoyouthanwhatyouthink”

Chinacallsforimmediate
liftingof US anti-Iran
sanctions amid COVID-19

outbreak

Chinaon Thursday called fortheimmediateliftingof the
sanctionsagainstIran given the severe outbreak ofthe
COVID-19 epidemic, saying the unilateral move hinders
[ranand theinternational communityin the fightagainst
thevirusand will only make the situation worse, CGTN
reported.

OnThursday'sregularbriefing, spokesperson forChina's
Foreign Ministry Zhao Lijianreiterated China's opposition
totheeconomicsanctionsuponIran,sayingthe epidemic
is"acommon challenge forallmankind" whichrequires
jointefforts from the international community to fight
against.

While urging the relevant party to lift the sanctions
immediately, he stressed that China, as Iran's
comprehensive strategic partner, will continue to offer
necessaryassistanceand engageactivelywith the Iranian
side oncooperationagainst COVID-19.

Iran Rejects Arab Quartet
Committee Statement

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyed Abbas Mousavi
dismissed ashackneyed and groundless the allegations raised
inthelateststatement from the self-proclaimed Arab Quartet
Committee.

In comments on Thursday, the Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman dismissed the “absurd and boring” media statement
released by the self-proclaimed Arab Quartet Committee,
abhorred the “emptyand hackneyed” contents of the statement,
andsaid the “baselessallegations” raised in the statementreflect
the “irresponsible views and the irreparable and strategic
mistakes from the countries thathave been behind instability,
insecurityand promotion of terrorismin the region themselves.”
Mousavialso said anumber of the irreversible measures that
have been supported by the members of the so-called Quartet

Committee include the suppression of the Bahraini people’s
peaceful demonstrationsand execution of innocentyoungpeople
in Bahrain, creatingand providingall-outsupportfor the Daesh
(ISIS) terrorists and criminals in Iraq and Syria, and the fake
Saudi-led coalition’s move tolaunch a “foolish” war on Yemen that
has destroyed its infrastructures, massacred tens of thousands
of Yemenis, including children and women, and resulted in
blockade, famine and hunger of millions of people in that country.
The spokesperson further reiterated that the three islands of
Abu Musa, the Greater Tunb, and the Lesser Tunb belong to
Iran,adding, “Issuing hackneyed statements has notsolved any
problemin theregion and the [slamic world so farand will not
solve any problem (in the future).”

Mousavi also emphasized that the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
military and missile defense powerishomegrown, stressing that
such capabilities have never posed a threat to Arab and Islamic
countriesand would notbe subjecttonegotiations either.

i

. 3

He

advised certain regional

countries notto turnintoastorehouse of American weapons,

because arms purchases willnothelp their national poweras
security could notbeimported or purchased.




Global coop. imperative to counter

coronavirus outbreak: Zarif

Referringtothe outbreak of coronavirusinlranand worldwide, Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said thatglobal and regional cooperationis
imperativetofightagainstthe deadlyvirus.InaFriday tweet, Zarifwrote, “We're
closelyengagedw/@WHO tobattle #COVID19 inIran & ensure proper care for
thoseinfected. Strict preventive measures—including screening of air travelers

10000 Rials

atdeparture gates—are beingimplemented.”“Global & regional coop imperative. We

eitherwintogetherorlosetogether,” headded.Accordingto thelatestreports on Thursday, the
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Supreme Leader's news

supportforanti-corona
campaign

As Coronavirus Spreads:

Iran, Iraq cannot
5 | be separated:
Shamkhani

Hand Washing Raises Secretary of Iran’s
Water Useto Unusually guPen.le National
Y ecurity Council
High Levelsin Iran (SNSC) Rear Admiral
Ali Shamkhani, in a
Il'aqiborderstobe tweetupon hisarrival
to Baghdad on Sunday
shutdownforone morning, named ties
week of Iran and Iraq as
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN inseparable ones.

"IranandIraqcannotbe

Morning call to prayer : separated,"he wrote.
05:00:18 Healso commemorated
Noon call to prayer: Martyrs —Lt. Gen.
12:13:44 Sloeimani and Abu

Evening call to prayer:
18:24:21

WEATHER

High:16°c
Low:-5°¢

Mahdi al-Muhandis,
who were assassinated
in airstrikes, less than
two months ago in
Baghdad by directorder
of the US President
Trump.

Shamkhani left Tehran
for Baghdad on Saturday
at the head of a high-
ranking political and
security delegation.

death toll from the coronavirus outbreakin Iranhasrisento 107 with 3,513 confirmed cases.The novel
coronavirushasinfected 98,429 peoplein 90 countries, claiming 3,387 lives.

Iran's health network one of
world's best

After heavy strikes, tense calmin Syria's Idlib

as ceasefire comes into effect

Syria’sIdlibregion was quietbuttense on Friday with

alullin Russian and Syrian air raids thathave pounded

the last opposition-held enclave in Syria, residents

and opposition sources said, after Turkey and Russia

declared a ceasefire.

Turkey and Russiaagreed to the ceasefire
dealIdlib on Thursday, theirtwoleaders
said after talks in Moscow to contain a
conflictthathasdisplaced nearlyamillion
peopleinthree months.

Residentsand fightersin the region said
main frontlines that have seen heavy
air strikes by Russian and Syrian jets,
and intense Turkish artillery and drone
strikes on Syrian President Bashar al
Assad’sforces, were quiethours after the
ceasefire came into effectat midnight.
Witnesses said there was only sporadic
fire from machine guns, mortars
and artillery by Assad’s forces and
Iranian militias on some frontlinesin
northwestern Aleppo province and
southernIdlib province.

Inotherareas, scattered fightingbegan to
subside, activists said.

“Inthe firsthours we are witnessing a
very tense calm fromall warring parties,”
Ibrahim Al-I1dlibi, an opposition figure in
touch with rebel groups on the ground
said.

“Everyoneisaware thatviolations by any
side would be metwith aresponse. But
thisaveryfragiletruce.”

Syrian state media did notreportthe
latest ceasefire dealand the opposition
castdoubtitwouldlastamid criticism
thatitdoesnotaddressamain Turkish
demand that Syrian forces withdraw to
the edge ofanIdlib bufferzone agreedin
Sochibetween Russiaand Turkeyin2018.
This time, they agreed to establish a
secure corridor near the M4 highway,
which runs east to west through Idlib,
and holdjointpatrolsalongtheroad from
March 15.

Wresting control of the highways in the
northwest, two of Syria’s mostimportant
pre-war arteries from insurgents has
long been amain goal of the Russian-
backed campaigninabidtoshoreup
Syria’ssanction-hiteconomy.

To the dismay of Assad’s opponents,
theagreementdid not mention a safe
zone where millions of displaced people
could shelterand from where they could
returntothehomestheyfledtoescapethe
Russian-backed offensive.

“Noone has mentioned a safe zone or
areas of withdrawal. Thereisno pullout
and where will the displaced go?...they
would never accept going to regime
areas. What we have heard todayis not
comforting,” said Ahmad Rahhal, aformer
generalin Syrian government forces who
defected to the opposition.

The United Nations says the offensive
hasuprooted nearly amillion people, the
largestexodus ofthe nine-yearwar.

UN supporting Iranin
battling coronavirus

UN Resident Coordinatorin Iran Ugochi Daniels
has expressed solidarity with the families of
coronavirus victims and said that the United
Nations will dowhatitcan to help battle the virus.
According to the UN Office in Iran, she added
thatas the World Health Organization raised the
COVID-19 globalriskassessmentto avery high
level last week, today, over 90,000 peoplein 58

countries tested positive.

Unfortunately, Iranis one ofthe countries severely
affected and the UN reiterates thatall the Iranians
should observeall the guidelinesrecommended
by the National Headquarters for Managing
Coronavirus.

Meanwhile, WHO representative in Iran Christoph
Hamelmannwarned aboutthe situationinlIran,
saying that UN agencies including WHO are
providing Iran with basicmedical items technical
services.

US orders release of prisoners, not Ghani; Ex-
Taliban official told ILNA

“All Taliban prisoners held by the Afghan government

havebeen captured by US forces,” aformer Taliban official

told ILNA.

Despitetheagreementsigned between the
USandthe Talibanin Doha, the situationin
Afghanistan remains unclear. A carbomb
exploded in Khostprovince yesterday, killing
threeandinjuring three others,butnoone
accepted theresponsibility forit. Thishasmade
everyonelookatthe peace deal with suspicion.
Inthisregard, Taliban spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid announced yesterday thathe would
notparticipateintheinter-Afghantalksunless
6,000 Taliban prisonerswerereleased.

The Taliban'sstanceisinresponseto President
Ashraf Ghani's remarks on Sunday that
the national unity government has made
no commitment to the release of Taliban
prisoners.

Butunderthe circumstances, US Army Chiefof
StaffMarkA.Milley hasalsosaid thattheydonot
expectacomplete halttothe US-Taliban peace
dealafterthestrikesin Afghanistan,aposition
thatlooksveryimportant,albeitstrangeand
makestheexitofthe U.Sforceslooksuspicious.
Toexploreand analyze theseambiguitiesand
answer many of the questions, we conducted
an exclusive interview with Mawlawi Syed
Mohammad Akbar Agha, the former Taliban
commander,andleader ofthe Afghan Rescue
Council. Hewas the Taliban's commander-in-
chiefatthe time ofthe USmilitaryarrivalin
Afghanistanand has served asthe Taliban's
military commander in the eastern and
southeastern provinces of Afghanistan. Syed
Akbar Aghawassentencedto 16 yearsinprison
forkidnappingthree UN employeesin 2004
andwasreleasedafter fiveand ahalfyears.
Somehaveidentified youasaformer Taliban
militarycommanderand othershave calledyou
aneffective political member. What was your
mainpositionduringthe Talibanrule?

A: The fact is that during the Taliban, I
served asamilitary commander for about
ayear at the Meidan-e-Shahr axis, which
encompassed almost four districts.[hadno

otherresponsibilityinthattimeandinJaghatu
(northwest of Ghazni), Khwaja Hijran (in
Baghlan Province),]Jalrez (in Maidan Wardak
Province) servesasamilitary commander.
alsoservedinKapisa.

Somereportsindicate thatyouserved asthe
commander of]ayshal-Muslimin. Inwhatpart
oftheTalibanstructurewas thisbranchlocated
and whatwasits function? Wasal-Muslimina
separate organization fromthe Taliban?

A: Before the Taliban, we had an organization
calledJayshal-Musliminand I participatedin
it.Itwasnotdifferentfrom the Taliban. Wehad
thatorganizationbecause the Taliban wasnot
operationalyet.

ILNA: Why didyouleave the Taliban?
A:Wewerenotseparated, butweworkedinthe
samestructure.
Accordingtothereports,youwere sentenced
tosixteenyearsinprison forkidnappingthree
UN staffinthe year 2004, and then you were
pardoned. Wereyouappointed toleadingthe
AfghanRescue Councilafter thatperiod?
A:Iwasimprisoned for fiveandahalfyearsand
Ibelieved thatpeace in Afghanistan should be
achieved. That's why we created the Afghan
Rescue Council. Itisamovementthathas
representativesinall the provinces,and Imust
saythatnomore powerful organizationisfound
in Afghanistan. We believed that Afghanistan
needed peace and thatthe end of the wars
should be peace. That's why we formed this
council. Thereis currently one session held by
this council every week,and we now have an
officeinevery partofthe country thataimsto
bringpeaceto Afghanistan.

Asaformer Talibanmember,howdoyouassess
thesigningoftheagreementwith the US?
A:Thereisno doubtthatthiswas the first
time thatthe United States did something
like that. One day, the United States callsa
groupaterroristnameand the other day they
signanagreement, whichisthe customofthe
Americans. However, thisisa positive step
forthe oppressed nation of Afghanistan,and
we hope thatour nation will getrid of this
situationand thatthe United States will leave
Afghanistan.
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