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Fars province exports top
$370mnin 11 months

More than 338,000 tons of non-oil commodities
worth $372.9 million were exported from the
southern Fars province duringthe past 11 months of
the currentfiscal year through Feb. 19, indicatinga
riseboth interms of volume and value.

Director-General for Fars Province Customs
Administration Khodadad Rahimi said the figures
indicatea50%and 10% growthinvolumeandvalue,
respectively, comparedtolastyear’s corresponding

Thursday ,March 5, 2020, No. 458
JM/Q’
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What's News
period.
The official added thatthe southern province’sgoods .
weresentto 69 international marketsincludinglraq, IN S I E X o E nvo Armeniacloses
Afghanistan, the UAE, Russia, Kuwait, Turkey, Qatar, o borderwithIran
India, Germany and Pakistan. duetocoronavirus
Dairy products, tomato paste, licorice extractand Iran'sAmbassadortoRussiaKazemalalisaid on outbreak
powder, urea, dates, cement, tiles, flourand carpets Tuesday thatthe Europeans created Instrument The Islamic Republic
wereamongthe mainitems exported from Farsinthe of Iran  Customs

in Supportof Trade Exchange (INSTEX) butno
transactionhaseverbeenmadeviathe system.

past11months.

The officialadded that some 19,194 tons of goods
worth$110.57 million were imported through the
province’s customs.

Accordingly, the imports show a 9% and 21%
increaseintermsofvalueand tonnage in comparison
withlastyear’ssimilarperiod.

Iran’s Gas, Oil Production

Administration
announced on Tuesday
that Armeniahas closed
its trade and passenger
borders with Iran for
three weeks to prevent
coronavirus outbreak.
Accordingly, exchange of

He made the
remarks in a
meeting with
Chairman of the

&%Qu
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NEWS

. Foreign Affairs oodsbetween Iranand
NotAffected b?’ Coronavirus NEWS Committee of irmenia willbe stopped
Outbreak: Official SN e Russian until March 24.Efforts
Thedeputyhead ofthe National Iranian Oil Company Federation Council are underway by Iranian
(NIOC) said the outbreak of the new coronavirus, Konstantin Kosachev on customs officials to
knownas COVID-19, hasnotaffected the production Tuesday. change Armenian officials’
of oiland gasin the country. Referring to high status . . . . , . . decision.Earlier,duetothe
Speaking to Tasnim, Farokh Alikhani pointed to of parliamentary sectorstointroducetheir parliamentarians’' Russia'sparliamentary outbreak of coronavirus,

relations would further
improve.

During the meeting, both
sides discussed bilateral

capabilitiesand potentials
tothe opposingside.

Kosachev, for his part,
highlighted significance

supportto each other's
initiativesininternational
organizationsincluding
Shanghai Cooperation

relations between the
two countries, he said
thatbilateral ties should
furtherimproveinvarious

the meetings ofa committee at the NIOC dealing
with emergency situations and said its last session
focused on financial support for containing the new
coronavirus.

passengers’ commute
betweenthetwo countries
had been banned by
Yerevanbutthe process of

Headdedthatso far, the coronavirus outbreak has fieldsincluding economy of . parliamentary Counc1l.. r.elatl.ons, reglongllssues, exportinglraniangoodsto
been successfully controlled in the operationaland andtrade. relations between Welcomln'gdevelopmer.lt flghtmg terrorism and Armeniawasunderway.
staffareas of the country’s oil industry. Jalali called on the Tehran and M0§cow e?nd of I.ran S . econom_lc extremism as well as the Based on Yerevan decision,
The NIOC deputy head went on to say that two countries’ private expressed satlsfact.lor% relations with Eurasia, 2015nucleardealknown Armenian nationals can
the coronavirus outbreak has not affected the over the two countries’ he hoped thatIran and as]JCPOA. returntheirown country.
productionand distribution of oiland gas. The coronavirus was
According to Iran’s Health Ministry, the death toll SWISS limited service. Group, and applies ConnectionstoTehran refund oftheir ticket. firstdetected in Chinain
fromthe COVID-19 outbreakinIranroseto 77 on Recently, SWISS to several airlines havebeensuspended Free re-booking is late December and has
Tuesday, with the confirmed cases of infection Airlines Ex- announcedthatforthe including Lufthansa untilApril30,according also available for spread to more than 50
surpassing 2,336.Medical staffsin 20 provinces of safety of passengers andAustrianAirlines. toKeystone-SDA. several destinationsin countries, promptingthe
Iranhave been workingtirelessly over the pastweeks tends Flight and flightcrewitwas The Lufthansa Group The airline group northernltaly.Further WHO to declare a global
to contain the novel coronavirus thathasoriginated R further suspending alsosuspendedflights also announced on restrictions on short health emergency.So far,
from China.Following the increase of coronavirus ReStI'IC' flights to and from from MunichtoHong Friday that, owingto and long-haul flights 91,318 people worldwide
increase, the Iranian government ordered the tiOIlS f()l' Beijing and Shanghai Kongbetween March changed demand, it arebeingconsidered. havebeeninfected by the
shutting of schools and universities and aban on until April 24, Swissinfo 6 and April 24. Some was cutting back on Theairlinealsoadvises coronavirus, of which
concerts and sports events.Several high-ranking China, Il‘ﬂn, reported. connections are also flightstonorthernltaly, any passengers 3,131 have died due to
officials, including the deputy health minister This follows the cancelledontheroutes specifically Florence, traveling to other disease,and 48,291 have
and five lawmakers, have tested positive for the Italy announcement in from Frankfurt and Milan,RomeandVenice, destinationstocheck recovered.
coronavirusas the spread of the outbreak forced the In the face of the February that the MunichtoSeoul. which includes 28 localrequirementsas Tehran
governmentto call on people tostayathome. coronavirus outbreak, suspensiononflightsto Newrestrictionshave flightsaweek. some governments Municipality
Iran's Petrochemical EXpOl’tS SWISS International Mainland Chinawould alsobeenputinplace Accordingtotheairline haverestricted entry EvesP .

. irli be suspended until forotherdestinations websiteexternallink, for people who have yes Potentials of
Rise Airlines has extended p ) peop : Startu

its flight suspensionto March28. that have seen an passengers whose travelled to China.In 1ps

Exportofpetrochemicalsincreased 5% in the first
ten months of this year (March 2019-Feb 2020)
compared to the same periodlastyear,a spokesman
oftheIranian Oil, Gasand Petrochemical Products
Exporters' Unionsaid.“Theincreaseislargely dueto
theinauguration of new petrochemical unitsacross
the country,” Hamid Hosseini was quoted as saying
by IRNA.

Export of non-oil products from the Customs
Administration of Pars Special Economic Energy
Zone hasbeenincreasing despite US restrictions
and sanctions. Over $500 million worth of non-oil
products were exported last November, up by 39%
involume and 5% growth in value compared to the
same period the yearbefore.

Chinaand added Iran
and Italy to the list of

This was a decision
taken by the parent

outbreak of Covid-19
infections in the last

flights were cancelled
can re-book free of

some cases, thisapplies
to passengers with a

countries with no or company, Lufthansa couple of weeks. charge or receive a Chinesepassport.
Iran’s Auto butcrisis-plaguedand stateand government vestedinterestsand in Iran is no more
loss-makingindustry organizations are ask where the line conspicuous than
Sector: Mo- that gulps down pronetocorruption, of responsibility in its dysfunctional
mentof’T'ruth  millions of dollars mismanagement, andpenaltymustbe car manufacturing
Deputy Chief Editor in subsidies every larceny, fraud and drawn. industry.When it
Few auto market yearbutcontinuesto waste. But a time The sheer lack of comes to this local
expertsoranalystscan sinkinredink.Truth comes when some accountability and industry,theleastthat
tellyouwhatreallyis be told, most big no-nonsense folks travestyofjusticein mustbesaidisthatitis
goingoninthishuge companies, banks, startlookingbeyond the business arena broken.
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Disinfectant spray, gel production line

launched in Isfahan
Commanderofanti-chemical,
anti-microbial and anti-
nuclear units of Isfahan
air defense system said on
Wednesday the production
line of disinfectant spray and
gelhasbeenlaunchedin city
ofIsfahan.Mahdi Lalpoursaid
Iranian experts produced
disinfectant spray with new
formula for the firsttime in
Iranandtouprootcoronavirus
epidemic.Referring to
production of 5,000 liter
disinfectantliquid every day,
Lalpousaid 1000 liter more

isproduced daily to be sent
to Qom, Kashan, Shiraz and
southernlran.

The novel coronavirus was
firstdetected in Chinainlate
December and has since
spread to more than 50
countries, prompting the
WHOtodeclareaglobal health
emergency.Deputy Minister
of Health Alireza Raisisaid on
Tuesdaythatthetotalnumber
of people with coronavirus
infection hasreached 2,336
andsome 77 people havedied
and435othershaverecovered.

Transformingthe [ranian
capital into a smart city
has been a priority of
TM, asithas focused on
theapplication of smart
solutionsandtheinternet
of things technology in
urban managementsince
pastfewyears.Inan effort
toupgradeurbanservices
viatheinternetofthings,
smarttechnologies and
innovative ideas, Tehran
Municipality is planning
totapinto the potentials
oflocal startups.TM plans
tohostatech fair, during
which startups would get
achance of showcasing
theirlatestproductsand
achievements. However,
urban managersare yet
toannounce afinal date
and venue for the event,
themunicipality'swebsite
Tehran.irreported.

=
GOLD PRICE PER OUNCE

1681 26$




AR

|

Thursday ,March 5, 2020, No. 458

ISFAHAN
NEWS

NEWS

=

Iran Medical Staff Heartened
by Leader’s Supportamid
Coronavirus Battle: Minister

Iran’s Health Minister Saeed Namaki said the country’s
health sector and medical staffhave been emboldened
by Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei’s expression of supportin the midst of an
arduous battle to contain the novel coronavirus.

In aletter to Ayatollah Khamenei, the
minister praised the Leader’s fatherly

country’s health sector personnel in the fight against

COVID-19.

Iranian health
support for the

Namaki said the “devoted guardians” of health have been
emboldened by the Leader’sacknowledgmentoftheirrole
and efforts.
He added that Ayatollah Khamenei’s remarks in praise of
themedical personnel helped the families ofthe doctorsand
nurses to bear the pain of missing theirloved ones who are
working day and nightto serve the patients.

Ayatollah Khamenei on Tuesday lauded the Iranian
physicians, nurses and healthcare personnel for their
efforts to contain the coronavirus epidemic, saying their
devotion to dutyreflects the true sense of responsibility and
humanitarian commitment.
The death toll from the novel coronavirus epidemicinlran on
roseto 77 on Tuesday, and the total number of confirmed

has

cases ofinfection reached
2,336.Atleast435 people
have alsorecovered from
the diseasein Iran.

The novel coronavirus

killed
than 3,000 people

worldwide, the vast
majority in mainland
China.
been more than 88,000

more

There have

global cases, with infections

—— A concerted effort to harm Islam amid

Peopleshould
continuefighting
coronavirusin
coop. withhealth
ministry: Rouhani
[ranianPresidentHassan
Rouhanisaidthatpeople
should continue to fight
against coronavirus in
cooperation with Health
Ministry.
Afterplantinganapple
sapling in Sa'dabad
Historical-Cultural
Complex in Tehran
on Wednesday on the
occasion of National
Arbour Dayand Natural
Resources Week, the
Iranian president said,
“Arbour Day is a great
opportunityforanyoneto
leaveamarknamedtree
and oneoftheadvantages
canbeplantingatree.”
"Oneofthebeautiesthat
Godhasfavouredandthat
iscompatiblewithhuman
nature in the shade of
treesandstreamsthatrun
atthefootoftrees,which
Qur'anspeaksabout,”he
said.
Thepresidentemphasized
theimportanceofplanting
treesand conservation of
naturalresources,saying,
"Today, the project of
1290 hectares of forest
is being implemented
around Tehran, and
this is a very valuable
step towards reducing
air pollution.”Rouhani
continued, "Also,
accordingto the Tehran
Municipality, thetreeson
Valiasr Street, whichis
consideredtobeoneofthe
mostbeautiful streetsin
the countryand eventhe
MiddleEast,aredamaged
andbeingreplaced. With
the measures being put
in place to replace the
trees, thisstreetwill go
backtothestateitwasin
theearlyyearsafterthe
Revolution.”

The president added,
"Therewere 18,000 plants
onthestreet,with 2,000
treesdamagedandbeing
replaced, whichwilltake
the number of healthy
treesonthestreettothe
previousstate.”

He went on to say that
this year, health has
become more and more
popularamong people,
adding, "Regarding the
coronavirus,people feel
they need to take great
care to protect their
health, theirchildrenand
thesociety.Undoubtedly,
oneofthethingsthatcan
ensure the health ofthe
societyistakingcare of
grasslands and trees,
which will also bring
healthandvitality forthe
people.”

pandemic outbreak?

While the world has been grappling with
therapidly-spreading coronavirus for the
pasttwomonths, the new pandemicis now
unmasking new phasesofchallenges.

By: Morteza
Rahmani

The new

coronavirus

(B4''BY (coviDp-19)

NEWS started in China

late last year,

claiming over

3,000lives and infecting

more than 90,000 people
around theworld so far.

Besides China, the virus

has spread in many

countries, includingIran.

While the theories
suggesting that the
potentially deadly

coronavirusisabiological
warfare weapon made by
the USaregainingtraction
day by day, the virus has
entered anew phase ofthe
controversy.

Amidst the calls by
the Iranian authorities
to heed the hygienic
measures, some people
presenting themselves
as true believers began
publishing videos
showing kissing and
licking of doors and grids
of shrines to prove that
such placesareimmuneto

the disease.
In avideo, an unnamed
man condemns the

government’s call for
takinghygienic measures
inholy places and starts
licking and kissing the
grids of ashrine to show
theyare harmless.

Inanothervideo,aman
filming himself at the
Hazrat Masumeh shrine
in Qom says, "Stop
scaring the people with

R R e | N

coronavirus so much.
Lookatme;lamlicking
the shrine. Coronavirus
hasno effectat Shiaholy
shrines."

The perpetrators have
beenarrested.

The Judiciary said,
"What the detainees
did was anomalous, and
investigation into their
caseisunderway."
Footages from the past
show one ofthe arrested
men in a session with
a religious figure, who
is popular for his rigid
opposite stances to the
policies of the Islamic
Republic’s establishment
and alsois known as the
leader of an English Shia
cultinIran.
Thevideoshave prompted
reactions by religious
scholars and Shia Marjas,
who say such “irrational
acts only serve to the
weakening of the Islamic
beliefs”.

Inaninterview with Mehr
News Agency regarding
the recent incidents,
Hojjat al-Islam Mahdi
Masaeli, a professor and

.

researcheratthe Islamic
Seminary of Qom, said,
“The weakening and
annihilation of religion
is resulted from the
irrational actions under
the name of beliefs.”
“Suchbehaviorswillresult
innothing butinflicting
harmupon thereligion,”
hesaid.

Noting that some may
adopt such extreme
positions out of
negligence, Masaeli said,
“But, some others are
meticulously organized
and guided by religious
groupsand thinktanks.”
Inthe meantime, Leader
ofthe Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khameneihas called onall
Iraniansto helpboostthe
country’s battle to stem
the growing epidemic by
paying close heed to the
directivesand guidelines
issued by health officials.
He said the country’s
entire medical community
is“engagedinjihad onthe
path of God" with their
precious and selfless
efforts.

Cleanliness
purification is an
essential part of Islamic
life, and in fact, the
philosophy behind itin
Islamismuchbeyond the
superficial conceptofthe
conventional cleanliness.
Islam deals extensively
on both the spiritual, as
well as the physical well-
beingofitsadherents.God
Almighty said in the Holy
Quran, “...Indeed Allah
loves the penitent, and
Helovesthose who keep
clean." (2:222)
Similarly, one of the
injunctions that were
revealed unto Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH)
following his call to
rise and warn was
the purification of his
garments. The Holy
Prophet (PBUH) and the
infallible leaders have
instructed the Muslims to
maintain cleanliness and
have seriously frowned at
dirtiness and untidiness.
HereisasayingbyProphet
Muhammed (PBUH):
“Cleanness is next to
godliness.”

every
Antarctica.

continent

except

China to Repatriate
Citizens from Iran over

Coronavirus
Chinaissendinga charter plane to
repatriate citizens fromthe Iranian
city of Qom, the firstof several flights
planned by Beijing.
Itcomesastheoutbreakiseasingin

China,accordingto AlJazeera.
But cases are mounting abroad,
including in neighboring South

Koreaand Japan.

The death toll from the novel
coronavirusepidemicinlIranroseto
77 onTuesday, and the total number
of confirmed cases of infection
reached 2,336. Atleast435 people

inlran.

havealsorecovered fromthe disease

The coronavirus has killed more

than 3,000 people worldwide,

Antarctica.

the vast majority in mainland
China. There have been more
than 88,000 global cases, with
infections on every continentexcept

NEWS

Qom Seminaryurges OICto
defend rightsof Muslimsin
India

The Society of Seminary Teachers of Qom condemned
therecentviolence against Muslimsin India, callingon
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation to do whatis
necessarytoendthe conflicts.

“We call on the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
todefend therights of Indian Muslims accordingtoiits
Islamicand humanitarian dutyandall the capacitiesand
opportunities should be used to end the conflictsand
arriveatpolitical stabilityand coexistence,” said the body
inaWednesday statement.

“The growing tensions, ethnic conflicts and political
protests againstthelaws of the ruling governmentin
India, aswellas the protests thathaveled to thekilling of
alargenumber of Muslims, haveraised concerns,”itsaid,
adding, “Indiaisacountrywheremany differentsectsand
religionshavelivedalongeach other;and todayitdoesnot
deservetobecomeaplaceofbloodyethnicclashes.”
CondemningtheviolenceagainstMuslims, thebodyurged
theIranian Foreign Ministry to pursue the developments
withallthepolitical and ethical considerationsand tryto
bringbackpeace for Indian Muslims.

The Society of Seminary Teachers of Qomalso called on
the Indiangovernmenttorespectthe rightsofall Indian
citizensand theinternationallaw.

Violence erupted in India following protests againsta
controversial citizenship law. Dozens of people, mostly
Muslims, have been killed with more than 300 others
injured.Passedin December 2019 thelaw pavesaspecial
path to Indian citizenship for migrants of nearly every
prominentSouth Asian faith exceptforIslam.

Iran, Iraq StressJoint
Measuresto Combat
Coronavirus

[ranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifand his
Iraqi counterpart, Mohamed Alial-Hakim, stressed the
need forjointmeasuresto combatthe new coronavirus,
known as COVID-19.Inatelephone conversation on
Monday night, Zarifand Hakim exchanged views about
ahostoftopics,includingthelatestdevelopmentsinthe
regionaswellaswaystoboostbilateral relationsbetween
Tehranand Baghdad.The two sidesalso discussed the
coronavirus epidemicand stressed the need forjoint
measuresto containthe spread oftheinfectious disease.
Accordingto Iran’s Health Ministry, the death toll from
the COVID-19 outbreakinIranroseto 66 on Monday, with
the confirmed cases ofinfection surpassing 1,500.The
ministrysaid outof7,280 peoplewhohavegonetomedical
centersacross the country so far, 4,312 are suspicious
cases.Medical staffsin 20 provinces of Iran have been
workingtirelessly overthe pastdaysto contain the novel
coronavirusthathasoriginated from China.

Following the increase of coronavirusincrease, the
[ranian governmentordered the shuttingofschoolsand
universitiesand aban on concerts and sports events.
Severalhigh-ranking officials, includingthe deputyhealth
minister and five lawmakers, have tested positive for
the coronavirusasthe spread ofthe outbreak forced the
governmentto callonpeopletostayathome.

Iran, Tajikistan discuss

securityissues

Inameeting between Tajikistan's ambassador to Iran,
Nizamuddin Zahediand Secretary of Supreme National
Security Council (SNSC) Rear Admiral Ali Shamkhani, on
Wednesday, the two sides conferred on security issues.

In this meeting, they hold talks aboutimplementing an
MOU signed on mutual cooperation on securityissues.

Iranand Tajikstan have been working on expansion of their

mutual tiesin various sector.

Foraninstance, Iran's embassyin Tajikistan announced
thatasofMonday February 3, Iranian Varesh airline started
directflights to Dushanbe and then to Bishkek.
Also,backon November10and 11,2019, the fourthjoint
consular meeting of the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Tajikistan was held in the Iranian capital of Tehran.

During the talks, which were chaired by the Director-
General of the Iranian Foreign Ministry for Consular
Affairs and the Tajik Ambassador to Tehran, the two sides
welcomed the growing trend of positive and constructive
cooperation, especially consular collaborations, between
the two sides, and underlined the necessity for further
promotion ofsuch ties.
The Iranian and Tajik officials welcomed the clemency
granted toand therelease of the two countries’ prisoners
and the positive trend of ties in thisregard, stressing the
importance of continued consular cooperation between
thetwosides.
They also discussed the need for expansion of scientific
and academic collaborations, the necessity of facilitating
and accelerating theissuance of visa for the two countries’
citizens, theimportance of interaction to preventthe entry
andillegal residence of Iranian and Tajik nationalsin the

countries’ territories, joint
fightagainsthuman trafficking and organized crimes
cells, the necessity forlegal and judicial cooperation and
finalization of related documents.
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toharm Islam news
amid pandemic _——
outbreak? Irantoovercome
coronavirus crisis
Disinfectant spray, ~ ASAP.President
. . Rouhani says
gelproductionline _ .
. Iranian President
launchedin Isfahan  Hassan Rouhani on
Wednesday said that
. Iran will handle the
NO transaction . coronaviruscrisisinat
ever happened via the earliest.

INSTEX: Envoy o

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

Addressing the
cabinetsessioninthe
capital city of Tehran,
Rouhani added that
Iran will resolve the

05:05:17 crisis with the help
Noon calltoprayer : of its healthcare

professionals.
12:14:42

Evening call to prayer:

18:21:21

WEATHER

He went on to say
that the country will
solve the problem
withreliance on firm
determination and
cooperation of its
people as soon as

possible.

He also expressed the

hope thatthe problem
High:17°¢ toberemovedleaving
Low:-2° leastdamage.

Pres. Rouhani plants saplings to mark

Arbor Day

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani planted a sapling on Wednesday to
highlightthe National Tree Planting Day (Arbor Day) which marks the
startofthe National Week of Natural Resources (March 6-13).

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani planted an apple saplingin Sa’dabad
Historical-Cultural Complex in Tehran on Wednesday after attending the

session ofthe cabinetto celebrate National Arbour Day and Natural Resources

Week.

Meanwhile,a 1290-hectare forestry projectwaslaunchedand putinto operationas partofagreen

beltprojectaround Tehran.

People should continue fighting coronavirus

in coop. with health ministry: Rouhani

Iran Int’l Film Festival Postponed over

Coronavirus

situationinthe wake ofthe coronavirus

The outbreak of the novel coronavirus in Iran has

outbreakintheworld, headded.

postponed the 38th edition of Fajr International Film

Kasirian said the organizers of the

Festival thatwasinitially slated for April 24-16, an official

event have also consulted with the

said.

Some European Countries Blocking Exportof

Disinfectants to Iran: Official

The head ofthe Headquarters for Executing the Order

demand for disinfectants and hygienic
materialsinthe country by next week...,”

of Imam Khomeinihighlighted the efforts to combatthe

hewenton to say.

outbreak ofthe new coronavirusinIran and slammed

Accordingto Iran’s Health Ministry, the

some European countries forblockingthe efforts.

death toll from the COVID-19 outbreak

Director of the communications and
media center ofthe Fajr International Film
Festivalannounced on Wednesday that
the cinematiceventhasbeen postponed
duetothe outbreak of COVID-19.

The 38th edition of Fajr International Film
Festivalwasscheduled tobeheld on April
16-24,buttheorganizershave decided to
delayittoaperiod between]June5and 20,
Keivan Kasiriansaid.

The decision hasbeen made considering
avague prospectofnormalization of the

FIAPF (International Federation of Film
Producers Associations) before deciding
todelaythefestivalinordertoholditmore
decentlyatalatertime.

Since 2015, the Fajr Film Festival has
beenheldintwo separate national and
international categories.The novel
coronavirus, known as COVID-19, has
infected more than 80,000 peoplearound
the world. More than 3,000 people have
died in China’s central Hubei province
alone.The outbreak has had a major
impact on global sporting, cultural,
religious and political events, withahost
ofeventsbeing canceled or postponed.

Since the outbreak ofthe coronavirus,
a task force was formed in the
Headquarters for Executing the Order
of Imam Khomeini, as the organization
mobilized all means to combatthe virus,
Mohammad Mokhber said on Wednesday.
“Given the country's conditions and
the need for sanitary equipment and
disinfectants, we immediately took
steps to import these materials but,
unfortunately, some vicious European
countries blocked the transfer of the
materials although an agreement had

inlranroseto 77 on Tuesday, with the
confirmed cases of infection surpassing
2,336.

Medical staffsin 20 provinces of Iran have
been working tirelessly over the past
weeks to contain the novel coronavirus
thathasoriginated from China.
Followingthe increase of coronavirus
increase, the Iranian governmentordered
the shutting of schoolsand universities
and abanon concertsand sports events.
Several high-ranking officials, including
the deputy health minister and five
lawmakers, have tested positive for the
coronavirus as the spread of the outbreak

Iran testing two medicines

forcoronavirus

The head of Baqgiyatallah University of Medical
Sciencessaid on Wednesday thatIran'sFoodand Drug
Administration hasissued the permit for medical
examination of the two formula for treatment of
coronavirus.Dr. Ali-Reza]alalisaid the hospital is to
starttheclinical testson Wednesday:.

Jalalisaid thatboth ofthe newly-developed medicines
areherbalandinformofsprays.
Headdedthatthemedicineshelpthe patientsrecover
faster,buttheyarenottotal cure.

Hesaid thattestingthe drugsand gettingthe permitto
putthemonthe marketmaytake 2-3months.

He added that the researchers of Baqiyatallah
Universityis planning to mass produce coronavirus
medicinesinthree separate projects.

Doctor]alalisaid thatafew herbalmedicineswereused
totreatrespiratorydiseases,suchas HIN1influenza,
whichthehospitalisconductingresearchtousethem
for coronaviruspatientsaswell.

Research shows that these medicines should be
effective on coronavirusaswell, butitshould be proved
andtheyneedtobeabletoattainthenecessarypermits
fromIran'sFoodand Drugs Administrationaswell.
OnTuesday, Deputy Minister of Health Alireza Raisi
said thatthe totalnumber of people with coronavirus
infectioninIranhasreached 2,336,fromwhom 77
peoplehavediedand 435 haverecovered.

Iran Foreign Ministry Qutlines
Measuresin Battle with COVID-19

Iran’s Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyed Abbas Mousavi
expounded on thelatest measures taken by the ministry
inclose cooperationand coordination with the Health
Ministry in order to minimize the adverse effects of the
coronavirus epidemic.In comments on Tuesday, Mousavi
answered questions fromreporters aboutthe measures
the Foreign Ministry has taken to get cooperation and
assistance from other countries and international

organizationsin providing the supplies necessary for
thebattle with the coronavirusinthe country.“After the
Ministry of Health and Medical Education authorities
announcedand confirmedthatthe coronavirushasbroken
outinour country, Dr. (Foreign Minister Mohammad]Javad)
Zarifestablished aframework for the effortsto minimize
theadverse economic, social and political effects of the
coronavirusspread,and,accordingly,allrelevantsections of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairsand our country’s Embassies
wereactivatedin thisregard,” the spokespersonnoted.

beensigned with them,” he said.

“Despite all these conditions, we will

forced the governmentto call on people to
stayathome.

try to solve the problem of supply and

China Reports Fallin New
Virus Cases for Third Day

China on Wednesday reported 38 more deaths
from the new coronavirusbutafallin fresh cases
forathird consecutive day.

The death toll nationwide is now 2,981, the
National Health Commission said, with more than
80,200 peopleinfectedintotal, AFP reported.
There were 115 new cases in central Hubei
province — the epicentre where the virus first
emerged in Decemberlastyear —and only four

elsewherein the country.

The figures in China have generally been
declininginrecentweeksasaseries ofdraconian
quarantine measures seem to be payingoff.
Butthere are mounting concernsaboutinfections
beingbroughtbackinto the country from other
global hotspots.In total there have been 13
confirmed cases of the virus beingimported to
themainland —allin Chinese nationalsreturning
from overseas.Quarantine measures have
been putin place on people arriving in Beijing,
Shanghaiand southern Guangdong province from
virus-hitcountries.

Three flights bring home Iranian

passengers enroute Muscat
Oneofthelranianairlinesannounced thatthree
flights have returned Iranian passengers from
Omani capital Muscatto the Iranian cities over the
pastfewdaysandisready for more new flights.
Based ontheannouncementof one of the domestic
airlines, three flights were done from Tehran and

ShirazfortransferringIranian passengersaccording
totherequestsofIranian and Omani embassies.
Accordingly, Tehran-Muscatflight was done on Feb.
27 while Shiraz-Muscat flights were done on March
1-3,2020.Ifrequested, this airline isready to offer
quality air services to Iranian citizens in relevant
field.These flights arelaunched according to the
instructions of the Ministry of Health and internal
regulationsand bylaws.
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