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Iran’s petchem exportup by

3% in 10 months

Spokesman of [ran's Oil, Gas and Petrochemical
Products Exporters' Union, Seyyed Hamid Hosseini
said thatIran’s export of petrochemical products
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increased 5 percentinthe 10 months ofthe current
year (from March 21,2019 toJan.20,2020) as
comparedtothelastyear’s corresponding period.
He made the remarks on Sun.inaninterview with
IRNA and added, “launching new petrochemical
unitsinthe countryhasbeencited asone ofthe main
reasons behind exportincrease of petrochemicals.”
He pointed to the spread of coronavirus in the
world anditsimpact on energy marketand added.
“outbreak of COVID-19 hasleft severe effects on
oilmarketand downstream industries from two
aspects.”

According to him, Islamic Republic of Iran may
be affected severely as aresult of outbreak of
coronavirus, for, a major part of Iran’s
petrochemical productsis exported toneighboring
countries.

Iran’s petrochemicals are mainly exported to
two neighboring countries of Turkey and Iraq, he
said, adding, “if closure of bordersand insecurity
continuein this field, it may affect exports market
greatly”

Iran’s envoy hails Oman for

easingairtravels

Inthe wake of cancellingair travels of Persian Gulf
littoral states due to the outbreak of coronavirus,
alsoknown as COVID-19, Iranian ambassador to
Oman appreciated Haitham bin Tariq Sultan of
Oman and Ministry of Foreign Affairs for facilitating
air travels to Iran as well as transfer of [ranian
passengers whose flights were cancelled to the
Persian Gulflittoral states.

Iran’s Envoy to Oman Hojjatoleslam
Mohammadreza Nouri Shahroudion Sun. pointed
to the outbreak of coronavirus and cancellation of
flightsinregional countries to the Islamic Republic
ofIranand added, “as of early hours of cancellation
offlights, the Omani side made cooperation with
Iran for granting flight permits between the two
countries.”

Healsorevealed the presentation of facilities for the
transfer of Iranian passengersremainedatairports
ofthe Persian Gulflittoral statesincluding Dubaito
Muscat Airportand then to Iran and emphasized,
“the cooperation of Omani side with the Iranian
Embassy in this field is highly appreciated in
observinghumanitarianaffairs.”

Overthe pastfew days, various flight permits have
beenissued fortransferring passengers, including
Omani citizens and Iraniansresidingin the Persian
Gulflittoral states, through Muscat International
Airportby Iranian planes, the envoyadded.

Iran-Iraqjointborder Mehran

reopened for goods transit
Director General of [lam Customs Administration
Rouhollah Gholamisaid on Sunday thatIraq hasre-
openeditsjointborder with Iran, Mehran.

"Iraq's customs has resumed imports of goods
fromIran," hesaid, "Iranian and Iraqi trucks are
transiting goodsviaMehranborder as before."
"AllIran-Iraq borders are open and customs affairs
and transitofgoodsare underway,” he informed.
By the decision of I[raqi Wasit Governorate, transit
ofgoods and commute of passengersin Mehran-
Zarbatieh Borderwas suspended foraperiod of two
weeks, effective as of Feb. 28.

Overthe pastweek, Mehran Border was closed due
tosome problemsinIraq’s Customsandresulted
inasuspension of more than athousand trade and
commercial trucks.
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South Pars gas outputincreases by

14mem/d

Thelastoffshore platformofSouth Pars Gas Field

phases 24-22hasbecomeoperational,increasing

A i

thegiantreservoir'sproductionby 14 million ~ [§&857

cubicmetersperday.

&%?1
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Ali-Asghar
Sadeqi,
deputy operator
of the phases
22-24, said on
Monday
_m platform 14B,
withacapacity toproduce
14.2 million cubic meters
ofgas, hasjointthe giant
field’s production camp.
The2,500-tonrighasbeen
manufactured by Iranian
manufacturers, he added.
When fully operational,
phases22-24 will produce
56 mcm of natural gas,
50 mcm of methane,
2,900 tons of liquefied
petroleumgas, 2,750 tons
ofethane, 75,000 barrels

the

the

dailybasis.

production.

of gas condensates, and
400 tons of sulfur on a

According to officials,
by the end of the year, 70
mcm gas per day will be
added to South Pars daily

Iranwill produce over 750

ParsbyMarch2021.

square kilometers

million cubic meters of
natural gas from South

South Parsistheworld's
largest gas field, shared
between Iran and Qatar,
coveringanareaof3,700
of investmentsare forecast
Iran territorial watersin

the Persian Gulf. Iran is
developingthe mega gas
projectin 24 phases.

More than $72 billion
has been spent on the
giant energy venture
since work started and

toriseto $87 billion.

Transportation
Constitutes 12% of’
End Prices of Goods

Diseconomies of scale, low
efficiency of players in the
distribution system and high
overhead costsare the challenges

facinglran'slogistics sector,which
lead to high costs of distribution
services and low transparency.
Transportation expenses, which
involve the costofincorporating
rawmaterialsinto the production
processand/or finished goods
beingshipped outtothe customer,
accountfor 12% ofthe total price

ofaproductinrancompared with
the global average of 6%, says an
expertwiththe Institute for Trade
Studies and Research affiliated
withIndustries Ministry.

Mohammad Reza Sa’adatadded
thatcostsassociated with storage
and materialshandling constitute
6.6% ofthe end price of products

inIrancomparedwith 3.3%inthe
world. “Thetotallogistics costsin
our countrymakeup 19.4% ofthe
total priceofaproductwhereasthe
sharestandsat9.7-11.3%globally"
he was quoted as saying by the
newsoutletof Tehran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Minesand
Trade.

Iran’s exports
of petrochemi-
cal products
rises by o pe

Iran’s exports of chemical
products has risen by 5%
over the first ten months of
the Iranian calendar year
(startedonMarch 21,2019),
accordingto the spokesman
ofthe Union for Exporting Oil
Products.

Speaking to IRNA economic
correspondent on Sunday,
Hamid Hosseini said that
theincreaseinthe exports
of petrochemical productsis
mostly due toinauguration
of new petrochemical units

inlran.
Onthenegativeimpactofthe
global coronavirus outbreak
on the energy market, he
said that the spread of the
virus shutdown some oiland
petrochemical complexes
in China on the one hand
and reduced the prices of
oil products which hasbeen
caused byafallindemand on
the other hand.Noting that
Iranexportsits petrochemical
products mainly to Iraq and
Turkey, the official said
thatifthe uncertainty and
shutting down oftheborders
continues, it will leave a
negative impact on the
country’s export market.
Exports of non-oil
products from the Customs

Administration of the Pars
Special Economic Energy
Zone have beenincreasing
despite USrestrictions and
sanctions. Over $ 500 million
worth of non-oil products
were exported in November,
up by 39 percentin terms of
weightandab5 percentgrowth
intermsofvalue compared to
thesame periodlastyear.
Inaddition, there were many
restrictions on shippingand
insurance of ships and oil
tankersagainstIran,butthese
measures did not preventthe
growth of non-oil exports,
which were dominated by
petrochemicals.

Customs Director General of
ParsSpecial Economic Energy
Zone in an interview with

IRNA onDecember4referred
tothe exportof1millionand
626,458 tons of productsin
November, noting thatthese
productsinclude methanol,
propane,butane, lightweight
and heavy polyethylene and,
ammonia, sulfur, styrene,
crudeoil, etc.The exportvalue
ofthese productsinthe eighth
month ofthis currentIranian
year (starting on March 21)
is estimated at over $ 574
millionand $ 665,754, Ahmad
Pourheidar wentonto say.

The official made the remark
that the goods have been
exported to China, the United
Arab Emirates, South Korea,
India, Japan, Hong Kong,
Indonesia, Turkey, Egypt,
Kuwaitandsoon," hesaid.
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11 months

IsfahanProvinceexported 6.755
million tons of goods worth
around $2.455billionduringthe
11monthsofthe currentlranian
year (toFebruary 19), Isfahan

Customs Administration’s
Director General Rasoul
Koohestanisaid.

According to Koohestian, the
figures show a 47% and 8%
increase in terms of tonnage
and value, respectively,
in comparison with the
corresponding period oflast
year.

He added that the province

Isfahan province exports up %47 in

hada5% share of Iran’s non-oil
exportsinthe 11-month period,
sayingIsfahan producesoffered
1,173typesofmerchandisein91
countriesinthementioned span.
The main exportsincludediron
and steel, petroleum products,
carpet,ironand steel products,
dairy products, stone, cement
andplastic.

Iraq ($598million), China ($315
million), Afghanistan ($261
million), UAE ($197 million) and
Pakistan ($148million) werethe
topfive destinations of Isfahan’s
€exports.
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What's News

Tax Revenuesin
NextFiscal Budget
Overestimated

Asenior official believes
thatthegovernmenthas
overestimated its next
year’s revenues from
reducing tax breaks,
curbingtaxevasionand
levyingwealthtax.
Ebrahim Bahadorani,
the top advisor to the
president of Tehran
Chamber of Commerce
Industries, Mines
and Agriculture, also
supported thecc
parliamentarians’
opposition to the
amended version ofthe
nextyear’s[March2020-
21]budgetbill.

“But if that’s just a
politically-motivated
vote, the private sector
won't see any benefit
either"hesaid.
LastMonday, the Iranian
Parliament, also known
as Majlis, rejected the
outlinesoftheupcoming
fiscal year's (starting
March 20) budget bill
and returned it to the
MajlisJoint Commission

for revision—a
parliamentary body
responsible for

reviewing the budget
bill as well as five-
year  development
plans proposed by the
governmentbeforeitis
puttoaparliamentary
vote.

Cosmetics,
Toiletries Import

Ban KillingJobs

The ban on imports of
cosmeticsandtoiletries
has killed 8,000 jobs
since last year and
is bound to cost the
economy thousands
more, says Hamid
Moqimi, the chairman of
thelranian Association of
Cosmetics, Toiletriesand
PerfumeryImporters.’As
oflastyear, the Iranian
Associationof Cosmetics,
Toiletriesand Perfumery
Importers listed 250
companies, which had
20,000 people on their
payrolls and indirectly
supported 50,000jobs.
However, the Ministry
ofIndustries, Minesand
Tradethrewthemacurve
onMay21,2019,whenit
imposedanoutrightban
onimports of cosmetics
andtoiletries," hesaid.
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Us
surrendered
in
Afghanistan
after 19yrs of
humiliation:
FM Zarif

Iranian Foreign
Minister
Mohammad Javad
Zarifsaid Sun.that
the US has finally
surrendered in
Afghanistan,
following  the
signing of an
agreement
between
Washington and
the Talibanforthe
withdrawal of US
troops.

“US occupiers
should’ve
never invaded
Afghanistan.
But they did
and blamed
everyone else for
consequences.
Now, after 19 yrs.
of humiliation,
US has tendered
its surrender
whether in
Afghanistan,
Syria, Iraq or
Yemen, US is
THE problem
it will leave the
region while
leaving huge
mess behind,” he
wroteinatweet
on Sunday.
Zarif' remarks
came aday after
US and Taliban

representatives
signed a
pact aimed

at gradually
withdrawing
foreign troops
from Afghanistan.
The agreement
was struckinthe
Qataricapital, but
while it creates
apath forthe US
to gradually pull
outofitslongest
war, many say it
will pose serious
challenges as
the Afghan
government
has so far been
sidelined.

Iran said in a
statementthatthe
so-called peace
deal between
the Taliban and
the United States
is an attempt
by Washington
to justify its
illegal presence
in Afghanistan,
stressing that
only domestic
talkscanstabilize
the war-torn
country.

Iran President Orders Action

against Profiteeringin Sale of
Health Goods

Iran’s president assigned the Intelligence Ministry to
handle a complaint from the Minister of Health who has
expressed frustration with a group of profiteers that have
hoarded respiratory masks amid agrowing demand for the
health products after the outbreak of COVID-19.

Iranian President’s Chief of Staff Mahmoud Vaezi said on
Sunday thatthe Intelligence Ministry has been tasked by
President Hassan Rouhani with addressing the problem of

profiteeringin the sale of the medical products necessary
forthe fightagainstthe novel coronavirus.

In a Sunday session of the cabinet of ministers, the
Ministry of Industry, Mine and Tarde was also assigned
toimmediately satisfy the demand for respiratory masks,
Vaeziadded.

A few days ago, Health Minister Saeed Namaki wrote a
letter to Rouhani, complaining thata series of profiteers
have begun to hoard masks while the country’s health
sectorisindire need of medical products for the battle with
coronavirus.

The death toll from the novel coronavirus epidemicin Iran
rose to 54 on Sunday, and the total number of confirmed

IRGC Sets Up Biological Base for
Coronavirus Fight

cases ofinfectionreached
978.

Thenovel coronavirus
has killed more
than 3,000 people
worldwide, the
vast majority in
mainland China.
There have been more
than 85,000 global
cases, with infections
on every continent except
Antarctica.

NEWS

Ex-ambassador calls on

Commander of the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps Ground Force unveiled the
opening ofabiological operation base to
contain the novel coronavirus epidemic
inlran.

IRGC  Ground
F o r c¢c e
Commander
Brigadier General
Mohammad
Pakpour said
his forces have
established abiological
operation base for the
fightagainst COVID-19,
noting that microbiology
and virology experts
of the IRGC have also

NEWS
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govt. todefend Muslims’
rightsin India

Former Iranian ambassador to Afghanistan and
Italy, Abolfazl Zohrevand, has called on the Iranian
governmentto play amoreactive partregardingwhat
ishappeningto the Muslim communityin India.“The
adoptionoftheissuebytheIslamic RepublicofIranwill
causethe publicopinioninside Indiato putpressureon
the governmentto stop violenceagainst Muslims,” he
told Mehr News Agency on Monday.Atleast46 people,
mostlyMuslims,werekilledand over 200 othersinjured
indays-longviolencein New Delhi, following protests
againsta controversial citizenship law. The riots
coincided with US PresidentDonald Trumpvisitingthe
South Asian countryforthefirsttime.“Ibelievethatwhat
isgoingoninIndiaunderthe currentgovernmentwill
notbeinfavoroflraninthefutureandgiven NewDelhi's
specialrelationship with Trumpand the Zionistregime
one should bevigilantofwhatis goingoninIndia,”

been deployed to the
contaminated areas ofthe
country.
Headdedthatallmodern
warfare unitsin tenbases
ofthe IRGC Ground Force
havebeen putonalert.
The modern warfare
battalions, including
the Be’sat-24 modern
warfare group, Saberin
Special Forces brigade,
and Mirza Kuchak Khan
brigade, have been
stationed inareas where
the coronavirus has
spread, the commander
stated.

He also noted that the
IRGC Ground Force units

publicplaces and streets
inthe city of Qom since
February 26.

Brigadier General
Pakpour went on to say
that the IRGC Ground
Force’s medical brigade
has prepared fixed and
mobile hospitals as well
asrapidreaction medical
teamsinordertohelp the
Health Ministry.

The IRGC on Saturday
formed the Coronavirus
Fight Base to coordinate
effortsin the battle with
COVID-19 and arrange
cooperation with the
Health Ministry.

IRGC deputy commander

have been disinfecting

for health and treatment
General Ahmad Abdollahi
saidthe IRGCresearchers
have launched plans
on development of a
coronavirusvaccine since
the early days of outbreak
ofthedisease,addingthat
theresearch programis
run by three teams. “One
of the medicines has
produced positive results
inthelaboratory stage,
and we hope to obtaina
resultinthe clinical stage
aswell”

“Ourvirologylaboratory
wasamongthefirstplaces
thatcould diagnose the
virus,aswe candetectthe
virusinlessthan8hours.

In the coming days, we
will be giving the dear
people good news,” he
stated.

The death toll from
the novel coronavirus
epidemicinlranrose to
54 on Sunday, and the
totalnumber of confirmed
casesofinfectionreached
978.

Thenovel coronavirus has
killed more than 3,000
people worldwide, the
vastmajority inmainland
China. There have been
more than 85,000 global
cases, withinfections on
every continent except
Antarctica.

added Zohrehvand.“Whatweare seeingin Indiatoday
isaprocessanditisnotjustsomethingthatdeveloped
overnight,"hesaid,adding, “TherulingpartyinIndiaisa
hard-line Hindupartythattreats Muslimsinthe country
with extremism. The process started in Kashmirand
continued with US’ supportas the Muslim world was
strugglingwithinternal problems.”“Unfortunately, we
arenotwitnessingthe Islamicworld takinga stance
towards the Indianissue, and ifthat continues, we
will see moreviolation of Muslims’ rightsin India,” he
regretted.

Abbas says no negotiations
while Trump's Mideast

plan exists

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas
said hewillnotsitatthe negotiatingtableaslongas
Trump's so-called 'deal of the century' exists."We
are experiencing greatdifficulties, but we are able
toovercomethem," Palestinian Authority President

Action against

Iran’s Top Judge
Orders Harsh

Hoarders of Medical
Goods

Iran’s Judiciary Chief Hojatoleslam
Ebrahim Raeisi ordered severe
punishment for hoarding
pharmaceutical and health productsas
Iranian organizations and government
bodies are heavily engaged in effortsto
containthenovel coronavirus outbreak.
In comments ata Monday meeting of
the Supreme Judicial Council, the top
Iranian judge ordered prosecutors
across the country to mete outaharsh
punishmentagainstthose hoarding
healthcare products and medicine.

The health of people would never be
up for bargain, Raeisistressed, adding
thathoarding medical commoditiesin
the currentcircumstancesis playing
with thelives of people and could not
be forgiven by any means.Elsewherein
hisremarks, the Judiciary chiefthanked
thejudicial officials for permitting the
eligible prisoners to get furlough.Last
week, Raeisi ordered courts across
the country to granteligible prisoners
leave for the new Iranian year’s holidays
(March 20-April 3),asaprecautionary
measure to contain the coronavirus.
The Judiciary chiefnoted that prison
furlough would help achieve the goals
of “moral and social rehabilitation” of
theinmates andis alsonecessary to
protectthe health of prisonersunder
the currentcircumstance following the
outbreakof coronavirusinthe country.

Mahmoud Abbassaid,adding "Weacceptnegotiations

exceptAntarctica.

undertheauspices ofthe Quartetand on the basis of
internationallegitimacyresolutions. ""Werefuse to
holdelectionswithout]erusalem," Abbasadded, during
ameetingwiththe elected members ofthe Fatahfaction,
accordingtoIslam Times.Hestressed thatthe USdoes
notwantpeaceinthe Middle East, notingthathewillnot
sitatthenegotiatingtable while Trump'sso-called deal

ofthe century exists.He furthernoted thathe willnot

The death toll from the novel
coronavirus epidemicinIranroseto
54 on Sunday, and the total number of
confirmed cases ofinfection reached
978.The novel coronavirus haskilled
more than 3,000 people worldwide, the
vastmajority in mainland China. There
have been more than 85,000 global
cases, withinfectionson every continent

acceptthe USasasingle mediator,butwith the presence
ofthe Quartet, whichalsoincludesRussia, the European
Unionand the United Nations.Abbasindicated that
thereareno contactsbetweenthe authorityand the
American administration, butthere arestill contacts
withthe CIAand some members of Congress.Trump
inlate Januaryannounced the general provisions of
theplanthathehasdubbed ‘deal ofthe century’atthe
White House with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahuathisside. The schemeisreported tobe
hugelybiased towardsthe Tel Avivregimeby extending
Israel’'s“sovereignty” overall settlementsand annexing
the]Jordan Valleyinthe West Bank.

US offered help to combat
COVID-19in Iran'suspicious'
Mousavi

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Abbas Mousavi said
the Islamic Republicis suspicious ofthe US' offer to help
Iran fightagainstthe spread of coronavirus,anditdoubts
Americans' goodwill. Mousavisaid Americansare using the
issueasapropagandatool againstIran.He described that,
same as other countries, the coronavirus outbreakin Iran
hasbeensuddenand theIslamic Republichasbeen prepared
tocombatthe unwanted guest.

Asked about Trump's message delivered via Switzerland
toIran, hesaid "since the outbreak of the virusin Iran, we
have been observing the US-led anti-Iranian propaganda
campaignand knowaboutthe measuresthe Americanshave

takentoreduceIranian nation'smorale."

We are doubtful about US' offer for help, since asthey have
shown before, such remarks are just political rhetorics
and notareal offer for help, he said, adding "We do not
need them."Earlier on February 29, Mousavi dismissed
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo's claim about an
offer to help Tehran fight the outbreak of coronavirus
as "hypocritical” and politically-motivated, aimed at
distracting the world publicopinion."The claim on helping
Iran fightthe coronavirus by a country thatled to extensive
pressure on the Iranian people through its economic
terrorism and even blocked the way to the purchase of
medicine and medical equipmentisaridiculous claim and
apoliticaland psychological play," Iranian Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Abbas Mousavi said on Friday.Mousaviadded
thatthe Iranian Foreign Ministry had beenin close contact
with many countriesin orderto supply pharmaceutical and

health

needs to contain the outbreak

ofthe disease. Iran has obtained the means of support

to that end through certain friendly countries, he
noted.
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Imam Khomeini Airport takes safety

Imam Khomeini AirportCity (IKAC) hasadopted safety measuresin Tehran's
internationalairportinabid to prevent the spread of coronavirus.‘We have
decidedtodisinfectpassengertransitareas, Salam Terminal and Terminal 1 every
dayandadd dispensers with hand sanitizeratthe Imam Khomeini International
Airport,aspartofthe setof measuresto preventthe spread of the coronavirus,” Ali
KashaniHeidari, the directorofpublicrelations, mediaandinternational affairs office, told

10000 Rials IKACnews."Asallofusknow CoronavirusisaconcerningissuenotonlyinIranbutalsointhe world.
That'swhymanagersatIKAChave decided toreduce workhoursand consideredinterimguidance forall staff
Tuesday ,March 3, 2020 inordertopreventthespread of coronavirus disease,” AliKashani Heidaritold IKACNews.
No. 456

IRGC Sets Up Biological Basefor

Global Coronavirus Death'Toll Passes 3,000

with New China Count

The number of deaths globally in the new coronavirus

outbreak passed 3,000 on Monday, as Chinareported

more 42 deaths.

The new fatalities were all in the virus
epicentre Hubeiprovince, the National
Health Commission said, bringing the
overall tollin mainland Chinato 2,912.
Health officials also reported the lowest
daily tally of fresh infections since late
January, with 202 new cases.

In China, the number of reported new
cases has gradually been declining,
and there were only six confirmed new
infections outside Hubei.
Thevirusemergedlatelastyearin Hubei
in central China, buthasnow spread to
more than 60 countriesaround the world.
The United States and Australiareported
their first fatalities over the weekend,
while infections nearly doubled in the

past48hoursin Italy, Europe's hardest-
hitcountry.

The World Health Organization said
Sunday that the virus appears to
particularly hitthose over the age of 60
and people already weakened by other
illness, AFPreported.

The agency noted thatmost people with
the COVID-19illness only experience
mild symptoms, whilearound 14 percent
suffer severe disease like pneumoniaand
five percentbecome criticallyill.

Itsaid the mortality rate in the outbreak
appears to be between two and five
percent.The seasonal fluhasanaverage
mortality rate ofabout0.1 percentbut
is highly infectious, with up to 400,000
peopleworldwide dying fromiteachyear.
Other strains of coronavirus, such as
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS) and Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome (MERS), have established
mortality rates of 9.5 percentand 34.5
percent, respectively.

Coronavirus Fight

to Be Contaminated

Atop USfederal scientistsounded the alarm aboutwhat

hefeared was contaminationinan Atlantalab wherethe

governmentmade testkits forthe coronavirus,according

tosourcesfamiliarwith thesituationin Atlanta.

Already, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention’s handling of Covid-19
novel coronavirus tests has been amajor
concern ofthe Trump administration’s
mishandling of the public health crisis.
Inaddition to the distribution of faulty
testing kits to state and local officials,
a woefully low number of tests have
been administered — 3,600 compared
to over 65,000 in South Korea — and
often with delays. According to Axios,
the situation may notimprove as quickly
asthe outbreakis growing: The Trump
administration hasreportedly ordered
anindependentinvestigation ofa CDC
lab where testkits are assembled, after
a scientist with the Food and Drug
Administration warned that the lab may
be contaminated, NYMAGreported.

Iranian Cabinet Members
Discuss Latest Measures to
Combat Coronavirus

Membersof Iran’s cabinetbriefed President Hassan
Rouhanionthelatestmeasurestakento combatthe
outbreakofthe new coronavirus,knownas COVID-19,
whichhaskilled dozensinthe country.Duringacabinet
session chaired by Rouhaniin Tehran on Sunday, the
executive organs briefed him on thelatestmeasures
takento fightagainstthe coronavirus epidemicinthe
country.Initsreport, the Ministry of Industry, Mineand
Trade,said theneeded detergentshavebeensupplied
and madeassurances thatdisinfectants, respiratory
masksand other medical equipment, whichhavebeen
scarce due tounusual consumption or otherissues,
willbe supplied soon.The presidentinstructed the
responsiblebodiestoexerciseall theirlegal powersto
providethe people witheconomic,banking,livelihood
and medical facilities.Earlier on Sunday, the Health
Ministry’spublicrelations director said thatduetothe

outbreak ofthe new coronavirus, 54 people have lost
theirlivesinthe countrysofarKianoushJahanpoursaid
sinceyesterdaynoon, thetotalnumber of coronavirus
caseshasincreased by 385, reaching 978.He further
said thedeathtoll from the new coronavirus epidemic
inthe countryhasreached 54.Sofar; 175 patients with
theinfectiousdiseasehaverecovered and discharged
fromhospitalsinthe country, whichisasignificant
number, he said.Most cases of new coronavirus
infectionhavebeenreportedin the capital, Tehran,
inrecentdays, he wentonto say.Medical staffsin 20
provinces of Iran have been working tirelessly over
the pastdays to contain the novel coronavirus that
hasoriginated from China.Followingthe increase of
coronavirusincrease, the Iraniangovernmentordered
the shutting of schools until Tuesday and extended
the closure of universitiesand aban on concerts
and sports events for aweek.Several high-ranking
officials, including the deputy health ministerand five
lawmakers, have tested positive forthe coronavirusas
the spread ofthe outbreak forced the governmentto
callonpeopletostayathome.

Though sources who spoke to Axios did
notsay what the contaminants may have
been, the manufacturing of the testKkits
has been moved to another location.
The government maintains that testKkits
already distributed are still accurate,
and it’s currently unclear if the potential
contamination caused the delay.

The FDA official, Timothy Stenzel, is the
director ofthe Office of In Vitro Diagnostics
and Radiological Health. According to
Axios, Stenzel was sentto Atlanta close to
aweekago tohelp address any technical
problems involved in the delay. The
diagnostics expertwas then concerned by
whathe found:

Stenzel was alarmed by the procedures
he witnessed in the Atlantalaboratory
and raised concerns with multiple CDC
officials, per a source familiar with the
situation in Atlanta ... On Thursday
afternoon, the concernsaboutthe Atlanta

Atlanta Lab for Coronavirus Test Kits Feared

laboratory were raised in a conference
call thatincluded senior government

officials from multiple agencies
including the Department of Health
and Human Services, the Food and Drug
Administration, the Centers for Disease
Controland Prevention, and the National
Institutes of Health.

Up until this weekend, testing for
coronavirus has been woefully
insufficient. Prior to the administration’s
decision on Saturday to expand state and
local authorities abilities to conduct the
test, samples for all cases had to be sent
backtothe CDClabin Atlanta, creating
additional delays. The CDC’s stringent
testing protocol — updated on Thursday
— also limited testing to people who
traveled to China within 14 days ofhaving
symptoms, or to those who had contact
with known cases. Doctors atthe UC Davis
Medical Center where the first “unknown
origin” case of coronavirusisbeingtreated
assertthatthe tests for the case were
delayed for almost aweek because the
patientdid notfitthe test’s guidelines.
The FDA corrected the course slightly on
Saturday, announcing that public health
labs can create their own diagnostic tests;
their capacity could be ashighas 10,000
testsaday by the end of this week. But
much of the disorder could have been
avoided in the first place: Though the
World Health Organization offered to
send the UStestingkitsinusein 57 other
countries, the CDC chose to goitalone,
creatingits own tests.
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