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Goldpricerisesin Iranamidst

Coronavirus outbreak

Price ofgoldinIranhasincreased due to Coronavirus
outbreak, member oflran's Gold, Jewelry, Silver and
Precious Stones Producersand Exporters Association
Abdollah Mohamad Valitold Trend.

Sunday ,March 1, 2020, No. 454

"Many countrieshave moved toward purchase of gold
afterthenewyearand purchasesin pasttwo months
haveincreased,"hesaid.

"Anotherreasonforriseofgold priceisthe exploration of
themines,whichhasimproved,"hesaid.
"Goldisstrongliquidityintheworldandstoringitcreates
security for peopleand governments," he said.
"Duringthe pastyearsour countrywasdependentonoil
salesandignored productionand exploringgold mines
buttheissue should be noticed after the increase of
sanctionsand devaluation ofnatural currencyand need
tocreatejobsandraise export,” hesaid.
"Theincreaseofgold pricesafterthe Coronavirusspread
inlrantriggered psychological pressure. Currently, the
priceshavegrownand purchasingpowerhasdecreased
since people prefertostayindoorsduetotheoutbreak,"
Valisaid.

[ranisoneoftherecentcountries, affected by therapidly-
spreadingcoronavirus.Accordingtorecentreportsfrom
thelranian officials, over 338 peoplehavebeeninfected,
34 peoplehavealreadydied.

Resumptionofbankingchannel
inevitable toboost Iran-Pakistan
trade

Resumption ofbanking channelbetween Iran and
Pakistanhasbeenalongstanding desire of the two
countriesand the Iranianside duringameeting with
Pakistanitradershastermeditinevitabletostrengthen
bilateraltradeties.

Duringameetingbetween Iranian Ambassador to
Pakistan Mohammad Ali Hosseiniand senior officials
ofLahore Chamber of Commerceand Industry (LCCI) it
wasnoted thatthelackofbankingchannelbetweenthe
twoneighboring countriesis one ofthe major obstacles
toenhancetraderelations.

Bothsidescalled for expediting trade cooperation by
openingofbanking channelsbetweenIranand Pakistan.
The meetinghosed by the LCCIwas also attended
by delegation of Tehran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Minesand Agricultureled by its President
Masoud KhansariandIranian Consul Generalin Lahore
Mohammad Reza Nazeri.

Iranianambassador onthe occasion emphasized the
importance ofdevelopingbilateraleconomicandtrade
relations, highlightingthe role ofthe private sectors of
Iranand Pakistaninadvancingthe goals setfor strong
economiccooperation.

Hosseini called for more serious attention be paid to
cooperation between Iran and Pakistan in tourism
sector, adding that the Iranian embassy and its
consulatesin Pakistan are ready to facilitate the tour
operators.

Referringtoenergyprojectsbetweenthe two countries,
includingIran-Pakistan (IP) gas pipeline, he said that
thelslamicRepublicoflranisreadytomeetPakistan's
growingenergyneeds.

PresidentofTehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Minesand Agriculture Masoud Khansariexpressinghis
viewsoutlined theimportance of Pakistan's market for
Iran.

He expressed the readiness of Tehran Chamber of
Commerce to promote relations with the Lahore
Chamberof Commerceand Industry.
PresidentofLahore Chamberof Commerceand Industry
alsohighlighted Pakistan's capacity to exportrice, meat,
paperand medical equipmenttoIran.

IrfanIgbal Sheikhstressed the need for establishment
ofbranchesofIranianbanksin Pakistan sayingthatall
obstaclesinthisregardsshouldberemoved.
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Tel: 031 32274500

Detalls of' Geographical Indlcatmn of
Iranian agricultural products

Implementation of the Geographical Indication

(GI) project, recentlylaunched in cooperation

with FAOin Iran, willlead to the development of

agriculturaltourismrelated tothe GL.

&%Qu

ISFAHAN
NEWS

NEWS

_ B Indications (GI)

To know more
about the issue,
we reached to
Stephane Passeri,
International
Geographical

Consultantand Team Leader
at FAO Regional Office for
Asia-Pacific.
Followingis the text of our
interviewwith him:

What is the definition of
Geographical Indications
(GI)? What are the main
elements/components of
theGI?

The International
definition of Geographical
Indications could be
summarised  through
the reading of the article
22 or the Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights ofthe WTO
quoting, "Geographical
indicationsareindications
which identify a good
as originating in the
territory of a Member, or
aregionorlocality in that
territory, where a given
quality, reputation or other
characteristics ofthe goodis
essentiallyattributabletoits
geographical origin."

The name of the GI is
associated with a product
fromaspecificorigin which
isaresultofjointinfluence
fromthelocal environment
and local know-how of
local producers often
accumulated  through
time and from generation
to generation giving
to the product and its
name of origin a certain
reputation. The product
will, therefore, be called by
this geographical name.
Gl protects thisname and
the specific characteristics
attached tothe Gl product.
Whatfunctionsare expected
from GI registration/

SMS:30007232

protection?
Glisanintellectual Property
Right, as Trademark or
Patentare. [t means the GI
islegally protected in the
country(ies)itisregistered
in. People using the GI
name without complying
to the GI specifications
and rules, to which the GI
name appliesto, therefore
infringe the Lawand canbe
prosecuted> Gl protection
is allowing to protect GI
producers from misuse
of the GI name but also
consumers which could be
misled by the wrongful use
ofaGInameforanothertype
of product from adifferent
origin or with different
characteristics.

How GI can help the
indigenous/local farmers
and entrepreneurs? Howit
canfinanciallybenefitthem?
For GI to be protected
they need to justify their
“uniqueness” based
on the strong and often
secular link between the
Gl productsandits origin.
Thislink often emphasized
local/indigenous tradition
and know-how as well as
specific eco-system. GI
alsois collectively owned
by thelocal Gl producers.
[t cannot be own only by
one company/individual
anditcannotbe delocalized
or transferable to other
localisations. Thenonce the
Glisprotected,indigenous
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communities, local
producersremainin control
and atthe center of Gl and
can sustainably build the
Glvalorization through GI
products commercialization
locally or internationally,
but also develop eco-
tourism / agro-tourism
activitiesassociated tothe Gl
identifyingtothe eyesofthe
consumersand tourists the
areaofproductionandlocal
traditionsand environment
attachedtoit.

How GI can ensure the
indigenous/local farmers
and entrepreneurs that
their privileges would not
be snapped/wasted by
other (domesticorforeign)
actors?

Only GI local producers
can file collectively for GI
protection. A Glassociation
(non for profit) is often
created for this purpose to
guarantee toinclusiveness
of such a process. All
producers/operators
fulfilling Gl specifications
should be able to use the
GI. National Law butalso
foreign countries'lawsalso
protecting Gl will also verify
the collective ownership
of the GI and its rightful
protection.

How GI can contribute to
sustainablelivelihoods for
the farmers?

Gl created added-value to
traditional productsasit
guarantees the maintenance

a GI product’s unique
characteristics, carefully
controlled and monitored
through internal control
procedures (among the
Producers collective group/
association), but also
through compulsory third
party control/certification
procedures which provide
thrustand transparency to
both producers, butmore
importantly consumers.
This easily justifies the GI
productsto obtaina quality
attached premium price on
themarkets.

How can you explain
the scope of current and
expected future market
demands for GI tagged
products?

GI market will naturally
expend asitisan answer
to the demand of more
educated, quality-conscious
consumers, oftenassociated
with the world booming
middle/upper classes
which want much more
information on products
theybuyand eatand ready
to pay a premium forit. GI
also provide additional
attractiveness in term
ofeco/agro tourismboth
intranational  tourism
and foreign tourism as GI
strong links with specific/
unique environments and

local culture/wisdom
is also increasingly
attractive.

Russia Suspends Some Iran Flights

amid Coronavirus Qutbreak
Russiasuspended someflightsto
and fromIranfromFriday,except
those operated by its national
carrier Aeroflot and Iranian
airline Mahan Air, according
to the Russian Ministry of
Transport.

Moscow said earlier this week
itwould suspend some flights
to and from South Korea and
would also stopissuingvisasto
Iranian citizens forregularand
transittravel from February 28,
AlJazeerareported.

The move is part of wider
measures that Russiais taking

to prevent the spread of the
coronavirusincludingraids by
authoritiesonpotential carriers
ofthevirusand the use of facial
recognition technology to
enforce quarantine measures.
Russia has also barred many
categories of Chinese nationals
fromenteringthe country.

The total number of people
diagnosed withthediseaseis388
afteranadditional 143 infections
were detected over the past 24
hours, Iranian Health Ministry
SpokesmanKianoushJahanpour
saidonFriday.
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What's News

Coronavirus
stopped exporting
Iran's oil; official
Member of the Chamber
of Commerce and
Spokesman of Iran's Oil,
Gas and Petrochemical
Products Exporters'
Union, Seyyed
Hamid Hosseini told
that countries like
Turkey, Afghanistan,
Turkmenistan, and the
Iraqicentral government
have stopped importing
oil fromIran.
Speakingto ILNA news
agency, the Iranian
officialadded “Exports
arenow ataminimum
level due to the cold
weather and domestic
demand.”

He further explained
that of course, Iraqi
Kurdistan restricted
imports from Iran for
a few days due to the
coronavirus, but as
pricesrose, they were
forced tore-importfrom
[ran.

As coronavirus fears
rattle global markets,
theoilindustryisfacing
up to an uncomfortable
truth: things are likely
togetworse before they
getbetter.

FGE, an energy
consultancy, is now
forecasting that global
demand growth for oil
will be essentially zero
in2020, failing torise for
the first time since the
financial crisis.
Significant numbers
of casesin Iran, South
Korea and Italy have
increased the chances
thattheviruswill spread
further, constraining oil
demand as countries
movetoisolate affected
areasandrestricttravel.
[ranisoneoftherecent
countries, affected by
the rapidly-spreading
coronavirus. According
torecentreports from
theIranian officials, over
338 people have been
infected, 34 people have
already died.

Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, director-
general of the World
Health Organization,
told anews conference
in Genevaon Friday that
WHO is sending a team
tolran, duetoarrive on
Sunday atthe earliestor
onMonday.

GOLDPRICEPER OUNCE
168126$




=

Sunday, March 1, 2020, No. 454

ISFAHAN
NEWS

EUslams
Israeliplans
tobuild
thousands of
unitsinArea
Elin West
Bank

The European
Union hasstrongly
condemned the
Israeli regime
for its plan to
build thousands
of settler units
in occupied East
Jerusalemal-Quds.
TheIsraeliregime
has announced
construction
plans for some
3,500 building
unitsin Area E1,
located east of
Jerusalemal-Quds
in the occupied
West Bank. This
follows Israel’s
announcement
last week on
the decision
for settlement
constructions in
Giv’at Hamatos
and Har Homa
neighborhoods
south ofJerusalem
al-Quds.
Reacting to the
announcement,
EU foreign policy
chief]Josep Borrell
saidinastatement
on Friday that
"Settlement
construction in
these areas will
cutthe geographic
and territorial
contiguity
between East-
Jerusalem and
the West Bank.
Construction
in E1 will sever
the connection
between Northern
and Southern West
Bank."

“The EUreiterates
its call on Israel
tohaltsettlement
construction,
to suspend the
publication  of
tenders and to
refrain from
any measures
aimed at the
advancement of
such construction
plans.Settlements
are illegal under
internationallaw,”
Borrelladded.
“We call on both
partiestoengage
inadialogue and
torefrainfromany
unilateral action
thatundermines
the viability of
the two-state
solution,” Borrell
stressed.

Spokesman Slams US’
‘Hypocritical’ Offer to Help Iran
in'Tackling Coronavirus

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyed Abbas Mousavi
dismissed the US secretary of state’s remarks on Washington’s
offer to help Tehran in dealing with the coronavirus outbreak
as hypocritical and deceitful propaganda.ln a statementlate
on Friday, Mousavi deplored the US offer to Help the Islamic
Republicas “ahypocritical and political move to deceive the
world's publicopinion”.

Anoffer ofassistance to Iranin fighting against the coronavirus
by a country thathas caused enormous pressure on the Iranian

Iran President calls on world nations

people through its economic terrorism and sanctions and
even blocked Iran's attempts to buy medicine and medical
equipmentisa “ridiculous political-psychological game” he
said.The spokesman wenton to say that the Foreign Ministry
isin close contact with many countriesin order to meetthe
country’s pharmaceutical and healthcare needsand to fight
the coronavirus.So far, a considerable part of the country’s
critical needs, including 100,000 (COVID-19) diagnostickits,
surgery masks, medical ventilators, etc. have been supplied by
“friendly countries” and moreistocome, headded.US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo said in a statement earlier on Friday
thathis country had offered Iran assistance in the fightagainst
Coronavirus.

The remarks came as the Iranian Health Ministry’s public

tojoin hand to counter coronavirus

relations director said thatso far,
34 people have lost theirlives
due to the new coronavirus
(COVID-19).

“By noon today, the number
of people with coronavirus
disease has reached 388, of
whom 34 have died,” Kianoush
Jahanpour said on Friday.

The health official went on to say
thatoverthe pastdays, 73 of the patients

have
recovered from the disease.Medical staffin 20 provinces of Iran
have been workingtirelessly over the past week to contain the
novel coronavirus thathas originated from China.

NEWS

World changed after

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani called
onallnationsand governmentsacross the
world to stand by each otherand help fight
the outbreak of coronavirus and tackle the
problem effectively as soon as possible.

President
Rouhanimadethe
remarks though
a telephone
conversation
held Saturday
with Qatari Emir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani.

Fortunately, Iran's
Ministry of Health and
Medical Education has

NEWS
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done special planning for

martyrdom of Lit. General
Soleimani: Colombian
analyst

The Colombian analyst Carlos Santa Mariasaid inan
interview that Notonly [ran butalso the world has
undergone atransformation afterthe martyrdom of
Lt.General Soleimani.

Inaninterviewwith Mehr News Agency, Carlos Santa
Mariasaid, “Three factors have alwaysbeeninvolved
inthe survival of revolutions, whichisalso true forthe
Islamic Revolution of Iran. The firstoneis patriotism.
Iranian people have always defended theirland,
religion, and family with aspecial sense of patriotism.
Ifanation doesnothave suchafeeling, theywilllose
everything. The same s true for Cuba. The Cuban
peopledonotallowanyonetoinvade theirterritory. If
this patrioticfactorisnotinvolved,all revolutions will
bedestroyed.”

controland management
ofthe deadly coronaviris,
Rouhanisaid.

Stressing the need to
strengthen bilateral and
regional cooperation to
contain coronavirus, the
Iranian president said
thatthe Islamic Republic
isfollowing special health
protocol in its trade
exchange and exports of
commodities.

The country follows
health protocol in
transportofpassengers,
said Rouhani expressing
that the two states can
normalize flightsbetween
Tehran and Doha after
following up healthcare
protocol and medical

called for cooperationin
providingthe two nations
with health and medical
needs.

Exchange of experiences
and facilities between
the world and regional
statesisinevitable asall
are exposed to, henoted.
Elsewhere, Rouhani
described the January
visit of the emir of Qatar
to Tehran as successful,
expressing hope thatthe
two would take more
effective steps towards
developmentofbilateral
cooperation during
the meeting to be held
between the heads of
thetwonationsin Doha,
Qatar,inthe future.

For his part, the Qatari

stands by the Iranian
nationand government
to fightcoronavirus.
Expressing sympathy
with the families of the
victims of the deadly
virusinIran, the Emir of
Qatarsaid thatheissure
that Iran relying on its
capabilities of it medical
team and health center
can pass the current
difficult conditions.

He further said that
Qatar spares no effort
to help Iran combat the
coronavirus.

He expressed hope that
the two countries would
witness continuation of
talks between the heads
of the statesin the near
future.

al-Thani was hopeful
thatthe nextmonthjoint
commission between
Dohaand Tehran would
pave the way for fostering

bilateral relations.

The Qatari emir
further underlined
the importance
of acceleration
of the process of

implementation of mutual
agreements.

The deadly coronavirus
radiating from Wuhan,
China, in December
2019 has affected tens
of thousands of people
across the world, while
over 3,000 have been
killed mostly in China.
Coronavirus has affected
about388peopleinlran

“The nextfactorisaveryinteresting tactic called
"activeresistance". This tacticworks to strengthen
the executive, legislative,judicial, and even military
powers oftherevolution. Military reinforcementis of
utmostsignificance. Since thelack of this factorleads
tothedestructionofallnationsbyimperialismand the
corruptpowers ofthe world. Forexample, duringthe
Iragi-imposed waragainstIran, these powers failed to
doanything.Ifacountryismilitarily powerful,no one
willever dare toinvadeit. The third prominent factor
isthesenseofdignityand honor. The anti-imperialist
Iranian people maintain dignity and seek social
welfare, thus they have remained steadfastin their
revolutionarypath”, headded.

The Colombian analyst furthernoted, “Ifthese three
factorsare presentinarevolution,itisstable and will
notlose efficiency. [ranians possess Awareness and
knowledge along with foresight. There have always
been attempts to destroy the Islamic Revolution,
however, due tothese qualities, none of these efforts
havebeensuccessfulsofar”

Referringto USeffortstodisappointIraniansandlead
them to failure, he said, “The United States has not

guidelines.
Then, the

president Emirsaidthathiscountry SheikhTamimbinHamad andkilled 34 reportedly.

benefited fromanythinginthisfield. The UShasalways
strived to takeillegal revenge againstIranian people.

Expertsin Iranto

toIranto supportthe Islamic Republicin
the fightagainstthe novel coronavirus,
the East Asian country’s envoy said.

withanew cargo ofmedical supplieshave
arrivedin Tehran.

toIranoverthe outbreak of coronavirus

China’s Medical

Helpin Fighting

Coronavirus
Chinahassentateamofmedical experts

In a post on his Twitter account on
Saturday, China’s Ambassadorto Iran
ChangHuasaidthe medical expertsalong

On Friday, China’s Foreign Ministry
spokespersonexpressed her condolences

and vowed Beijingwill send assistance to
Tehranto overcomethe disease. “Sadto
hearbadnewsinlran. 1stbatchof Chinese
assistance already arrived and surer to
follow. We are with you, Iran! Be strong,
Iran!Hanginthere, Iran!” Hua Chunying
wrote in her tweet. The Iranian Health
Ministry’s publicrelations director said
thatso far, 34 people havelost theirlives
duetothenew coronavirus (COVID-19).

“Bynoon today, the number of people
with coronavirus disease hasreached
388, of whom 34 have died,” Kianoush
Jahanpour said on Friday.He further
emphasized thatthe average age of the
peopleinfected with the virusis more
than 53, adding that the average age
ofthose who have passed away is over

Washington wants thisrevolution tobe toppled. This
iswhen everythingis goingthe opposite way. The US
hasrealizeditsowndeclineand the continued progress
madeby the IslamicRevolution ofIran.”

Mr. Maria pointed to the surprisingly positive impact
oftheIslamicRevolution and maintained, “Cubaand
ingeneral Latin Americaare well aware thatIranis
amodel. Yemenis share the same view. We observe
how they have resisted against Saudi Arabia which
holdshuge technologicaland military power. After the

recovered from the disease.

thathasoriginated from China.

60.The health official went on to say that
overthepastdays, 73 of the patients have
Medical staffin 20 provinces of [Iran have

been working tirelessly over the past
week to contain the novel coronavirus

martyrdom of Lt. General Soleimani and his comrade
Mahdial-Mohandes,wenoticed how Iranians showed
Awarenessand awakening. They sentamessagetothe
USsaying, “Wejust gave you aslap, wait for the next
consequencesofyouraction! Youwillneverbeableto
commitsuch crimesagain!” these words canonlybe
uttered by peoplewhohaveacleverunderstanding of
theworld”

Trump Readyto Discuss Arms
Control with Russia, China,
Britain, France

US President Donald Trumpisready to meetwith Russian
President Vladimir Putin as well as with the leaders of
China, Britain and France to discuss the issue of arms
control.

"The United States will use this opportunity to bringboth
Russiaand Chinainto the international arms control
framework and head offa costly arms race,” Reuters
reported on Saturday citing a high-ranking official in the
US administration.

The source, who spoke with Reuters on condition of
anonymity, also said that "The presidenthas made clear
thatheisreadyto meetwith anyworldleaderatanytime

toadvance US national security interests."

"The United States will work with the other P5 countries
todevelop and organize suchameeting," the official from
the USadministration said.

The White House hasnotyetresponded toarequestfrom
TASS to commenton this information.

Addressing the World Holocaust Forum on January 23,
Russian President Vladimir Putin suggested to convene
in 2020 asummitofleaders from Russia, the United
Kingdom, France, China and the United States, which are
five permanentmembers ofthe UN Security Council.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said later
that China and France supported Putin’s initiative. A
spokesperson for the UN Secretary-General, Stephane
Dujarricsaid the UN leadership had also welcomed the
idea ofholding this summit.

The Treaty between the United States of Americaand the

Russian
Federation on Measures for
the Further Reduction and Limitation of Strategic
Offensive Arms (the New START Treaty) was signed in
2010anditenteredinto force on February5,2011.




Iran producing its own isolation
gowns

Ahospital gown factoryin Isfahan hasmodified its model to produce
theisolation gownneeded for protection againstcoronavirus.

The head of the factory, Mohsen Shafei, told IRNA that the need
forisolation gowns soared to combat coronavirus outbreak and he
decided to modify the model of gowns to meet the needs of the country.
He said thatthey can produce more than 500 patientgowns, 300 surgery

10000 Rials

gowns,and 300 isolation covers for hospitals and emergency rooms,adding
thatthe factory will triple products in a few days.

Sunday,March 1, 2020

The potentially fatal virus hasinfected 388 peoplein Iran and 34 patients have passed away.
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ExpertsinIranto news
Helpin Fighting
Coronavirus 123. coronavu'us.
patients recoverin
Iran President calls Iran
onworldnations to Iran’s  Health
.. Ministry
Jjoinhand to counter Spokesman
coronavirus Kianoush
Jahanpour said
Goldpricerisesin Iran 123 patients
. . infected by the new
amidst Coronavirus coronavirus have so
outbreak o farrecovered from
the disease.
CALLTOPRAYER TIME INISFAHAN Jahanpour added
Morning call to prayer : that the death
N toll from the
05:10:03 coronavirus
Noon call to prayer: outbreak,
12:15:34 officially knOV\{n
Evening call to prayer: as COVID-19, in
1LY Iran rose to 43 by
18:18:17 Saturday, up 9 from
aday before.
He noted that 205
more cases have
tested positive with
thevirusinthepast
24hours,increasing
the total number of
infectionsinlIranto
593.

Countries’ Health Security Interrelated:

Iranian Embassy

ship medical and treatment equipment
provided by the Swedish individuals,
companies, government and Iranian
expatriatestoIraninabid to combatthe
coronavirus epidemic.It came as Iranian
health officials said on Saturday that so far,

The Iranian Embassy in Sweden highlighted the

importance of global efforts to fight against the new

coronavirus known as COVID19-and said the health

security ofall countriesinthe world is interrelated.

Coronavirus stopped exporting

Iran's oil; official o

Iranian airlines take home citizens from UAE
afterrestrictions due to coronavirus outbreak

totake homethe Iranian citizens.

Some 592 Iranian citizens have been
returned by Mahan Air. Some 183
passengers have come back to the
country by Iran Airand some 183 others

Some 1,459 Iranian passengers, who were unable to

return to Iran from UAE due torestrictions following the

coronavirusoutbreakinlran, havereturned tothe country

sofar.

In astatement on Saturday, the embassy
said the medical security and well-being of
all countriesareinterdependent, stressing
the need for collective cooperation and
international determination to counter
thevirus.

The Iranian mission further said that
itis well-prepared for coordination to

the number of people with coronavirus
disease has reached 593, of whom 43
people have lost theirlives.The health
authoritiesalso said that overthe pastdays,
123 ofthe patientshaverecovered fromthe
disease.Medicalstaffin 20 provinces of Iran
have been working tirelessly over the past
week to contain the novel coronavirus that
hasoriginated from China.

Iran’s consulate-general in Dubai said
thatthe passengersreturned to Iran
eitherby Iranian planes or ships.
Afterthe flights were cancelled between
Iran and the UAE, alarge number of
Iranian passengers failed to go home
until the follow-up of the Iranian
consulate-generalin Dubai worked.
However the UAE allowed Iran to send
some empty planes to Dubaion Saturday

have been returned to the country
by Kish Air, according to the Iranian
consulate-generalin Dubai.

It also said that 540 other Iranian
passengersleft Sharjah, UAE for the port
city of Bandar Abbasin southern Iran by
ship.

AlltheremainingIranian passengerswill
return to the country within the nextfew
days,itadded.

Head of Iran's
Emergency Medical
Services

Pir-Hossein Kolivand said on Saturday thatall
the necessary and precautionary meaForeign
Ministry advises Iranians notto go to South Korea
Iran’s Minister of Foreign Affairs on Saturday
advised Iranians notto go to South Korea due to
coronavirus outbreak.

The Foreign Ministry said in a statement that
those who have justreturned from South Korea
need to take the medical and precautionary
measures.

Itsuggested thatIraniansresidingin South Korea,
ifunable toleave, should follow all the medical
instructionsand to stay away from the infection
centers.

South Koreahasannounced that2,931 cases of
thevirushavebeendetected so far,outof whom
16havedied.

For the third consecutive day, South Korea has
had more infected cases than China.Inthe past
24 hours, South Korea has had 594 patients,
but, Chinahashad 427.Iranisalso fighting the
epidemicthathaskilled 34 and infected 388
people.To curbthe spread, Iran has temporarily
shut down schools, universities, and other
education centers, and cancelled all the public
gatheringslike concertsand sportevents.

Iranterms coronavirus epi-
demicanint'lissue

Iranian Embassyin Franceinastatementelaborated
onthemeasurestaken to confront coronavirus, saying
itisaninternational issue whichall countries should
help contain by maintaining synergy and collective
cooperation.Inthe wake of the coronavirus outbreak
in Chinalranhasputontheagendatakingpreliminary
measures to address ways to fight its spread, the
statementreads.Since January 21, coronavirus control
committee has been formed in the Iranian Health
Ministry and thelatest condition ofthe epidemicwas
reviewed,itadded.The first COVID-19 affected case
wasidentifiedinthe city of Qom onFebruary 19.Despite
the factthatIran was on the verge of parliamentary

elections, theissue wasbroadcasted clearly, without
any considerationtowarn people publicly.The [ranian
ministryreiterated that health ministry is the only
reference forreporting coronavirusstatistics.Iran has
alsoinvited WHO expertstovisitIran'shealth capacities
and to provide Iran with necessary consultations.
Meanwhile, Iran is committed to providing timely
information for other countries on the basis ofits
responsibilityunderinternational healthregulations,
Iranian mission said adding thatIran expects other
countriestofulfilltheir obligationstohelp patientsand
collectivelyimplementhealthregulations.Coronavirus
indicated that US' unilateral and illegal sanctions
againstlranianshavebeenimposedinthe frameworkof
maximum pressure policyandare consideredasathreat
tointernationalhealth.

Iran says all necessary
measures taken to
eliminate coronavirus

Head of Iran's Emergency Medical Services Pir-
Hossein Kolivand said on Saturday thatall the
necessary and precautionary measures have
been taken to overcome the deadly coronavirus.
Kolivand said thatcountry’sall emergency forces
areinfullalerttobe able to properly to any kind
of problems.There are enough hospital garments
and other necessary medical equipment, he said.

Noting that the emergency personnel are
equipped with the latest medical equipment to
combatwith the spread of coronavirus, the official
said thatall the precautionary measures have
beentaken andtherequired financial resources
havebeen provided.

Some 50 special operation teams have been
deployed in Tehran and other Iranian cities to
carry those people infected with coronavirus
or anyone with symptoms of virus infection,
Kolivand said.Latest official reports suggest that
some 593 Iranian people have been affected by
coronavirusso far, 43 of whom have died.

Iran Embassyin Sweden
ready for shipment of
medical equipment

[ranian diplomatic missionin Sweden said on Saturday
thatitis well-prepared for coordination to ship medical
equipment provided by the Swedish individuals,
companies, governmentand Iranian nationals to Iran
tofight coronavirus epidemic.Inits statement, Iranian
mission said thatthe medical security and well-being
ofall countriesareinterdependent.

[tstressed the importance of establishing collective
cooperation and international determination in
fighting coronavirus epidemic.

Earlier, Head of the Iran's Health Ministry's public
relations office Kianoush Jahanpour said on Friday
that 34 Iranians have passed away due to coronavirus.
He said that 388 people have been affected by the
virusso far.The average age of the deceased hasbeen
reported over 60, he pointed out.Iran has temporarily
shutdown schools, universities, and other education
centers, and cancelled all the public gatherings like
concertsand sportevents to help curb the disease.
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