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Trade activities resumed
at Khsoravi, Parvizkhan

borders

Trade activities, blocked by Iraqi government due
tothe spread of coronavirus, have been resumed
atlran'stwojointborders with the country, i.e.
Khosraviand Parviskhan borders.According to the
governor of Ghasr-e-shirin Moradali Tatar, exports
andimports of goods besides other trade activities
havebeenresumed atthenamed jointborders, while
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quarantine sectors have been established in both What's News
Iragiand Iraniansides."Presently, 500 trucks ofgoods

are daily exported from Iran via Khosraviborder, R I t .
while 800 to 1,500 trucks export goods through esponse a el. Tehran Housing
Parvizkhanto Iraq per day," the official informed. Upturn Endures
OnFebruary 25, Iranian Road Minister Mohammad ¥ The CBIreportshowsa
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total of 13,264 homes
were sold in Tehran
duringthe 11thIranian
month (Jan. 21-Feb.
19) toregistera24.1%

Eslamiannounced thatlran’s health ministryis
negotiating with neighboring countries toreopen
landbordersonlran's freight forwarders.Concerning
the closure oftheland borders of the neighboring

Gazprom Neft CEO Alexander Dyukov said

Wednesday the OPEC+ group of oil producers

should respond to theimpactofthe coronavirus

outbreakbutdecide on quotaslateron.

countries on the Iranian freight forwarders, Eslami
said, “The country'sland borders are mainly export-
oriented and basiccommodities are notcrossed over
them.”“Some groups from Iran’s health ministry
are now consulting with officials of neighboring
countries and concluding protocols on common
borders with them toresume exportacrosstheland
borders,” headded.Inrecent days, dozens of cases
of coronavirus have beenreported in Iran. In this
regard, some countries, including Turkey, Armenia,
Afghanistan,and Turkmenistan closed their borders
with Iran and implemented a number of other
measures to preventthe disease from appearingin
their countries.Amongthese countries, the office of
Afghanistan’s National Security Councilannounced
on Tuesday the reopening of the country’sborders
with Iranafteratemporary closure.

Inflation Downtrend Contin-

uesin Iran

The overall Consumer Price Index (using the Iranian
yeartoMarch 2017 asthebaseyear) stoodat197.6
during the month underreview, indicatinga 1.1%
rise compared with the month before and ayear-
on-yearincrease of 25%.Latest datareleased by the
Statistical Center of Iran show the average annual
inflationhas continued the downtrend thatstarted in
theninth Iranian month (Nov.22-Dec.21).According
to SCI'slatestreport, the average goodsand services
Consumer Price Indexinthe 12-month period ending
Feb. 19, which marks the final day of the 11th Iranian
monthincreased by 37% compared withlastyear’s
correspondingperiod. SClhad putthe average annual
inflation rate for the preceding month, which ended
onJan. 20,at38.6%. The consumerinflation for the
Jan.21-Feb. 19 period registered a year-on-year
increase of 25% compared with the similar month
oflastyear.

Smuggled Cigarette Market
TurnoveratSlb

Ataollah Maroufkhani, the head of Ministry of
Industries, Mining and Trade affiliate, the [ranian
Tobacco Planningand Supervision Center,made the
announcementinaceremony to mark the launch
ofatracking system for cigarette packs to fight
smuggling, Mehr News Agency reported on Monday.
“About48billion cigarettes were produced in Iran
lastyear (March 2018-19) compared with 49 billion
intheyearbefore,” he was quoted as saying by Fars
News Agency.

The Ministry of Industries, Mining and Trade
estimates that8.67 billion cigarettes were smuggled
into Iran during the nine monthsto Dec.21,2019,
indicating a 43.5% decline compared with the
estimated figure of the similar period in the year
before.
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"Of course, it
will probably
be necessary

w s to react, but
I think that it

would be more

. oo appropriate to

respond to the situation
abitlater on because at
the momentthereisalot
ofuncertainty and alotof
conflictinginformation,"
Dyukov said in an
interview with the Russia
24TV channel, S&P Global
reported.

Russia has yet to state
an official position on
making any changes
to the current OPEC+
agreement.

The group will meet
March 5-6 in Vienna to

(&ﬂ
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discuss market conditions
andthe future ofthe deal.
Saudi Arabia haslobbied
todeepenthe 1.7 million
bpd production cut to
offset the coronavirus
outbreak's impact on
demand, but Russian
officials have yet to
committo any changes.

Dyukov added that
while the situation was
deterioratingin countries
such as South Korea and

A
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Italy, data from China
indicates they have
managed to slow down
the pace of the spread of
the epidemic.

"Butin any case, not so
much time has passed...
something  happens
every month on the oil
market and if OPEC+
reacts to changesevery
month this will only lead
to destabilization of the
situation. Therefore it
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isbetter to observe and
probably decide on quotas
alittlelater," he said.

In mid-February
representatives of
Russian oil companies
indicated that they
supported an extension
ofthe OPEC + production
cuts through to the end of
the second quarter, but
at current production
levels rather than with

any deeper cuts.

Khuzestan, Bushehr
Attract Largest

Industrial Investments
Khuzestan, Bushehr Attract Largest
Industrial Investments Khuzestan, ....
Latestdatareleased by the Ministry of
Industries, Miningand Trade detailing the

volume and number of industrial permits
issued during the first nine months of
the currentIranianyear (March 21-Dec.
21) show Khuzestan and Bushehr, both
insouthernIran, were atthe forefront of
Iran's 32 provincesin terms ofinvestment
attraction.

According to the data, more than 214.67

trillion rials ($1.39 billion) worth of
investments are expected to be made
in Khuzestan Province where 725
establishmentpermits wereissued during
the period. The investment volume and
number of permits sawa39.7% decrease
and 17.1%increaserespectively compared
with the similar period oflastyear.

All Spring Fairs Cancelled
All spring fairs across the country have
been cancelled due to the extraordinary
situation caused by the spread of the new
coronavirus,according to the head of Iran
Guilds Chamber.

Inalettertoall provincial guild chambers,

Saeed Mombeyniadded, "Given the special
circumstances of the country and at the
recommendation of health authorities
onavoidingall and any public events to
preventthe spread of the virus, all spring
and seasonal fairs will be cancelled,” ILNA
reported.

These events are organized several times

every year, more prominently in the runup
tothe Norouz (Iranian New Year) holidays
(March 20-April 1) for directly supplying
locally produced goods, includingrice, sugar,
oil, pasta, tomato paste, red meat, chicken,
eggs, milk, butter, yogurt, chocolates, nuts,
bags, shoes,apparel and detergents, atlower
pricesto the public.

No Penaltyfor
Changing, Canceling
Travel Tickets

Airlinesandrail companies have been
ordered by the Ministry of Roads and
Urban Developmentto waive the fees for
changingor cancelingticketsinlight of

the ongoing coronavirus spread.
“People can easily cancel theirbooked
tickets and need not worry about this.
They can even change their ticket to fully
flexible ones, with no fixed departure
orreturn dates,” ILNA quoted Roads
Minister Mohammad Eslami as saying.
He called on the publicto file complaint

with Iran's Civil Aviation Organization,
should they encounter any violations
onthepartoftravelagenciesorairlines.
Accordingtothe Association of Iranian
Airlines’ Secretary Maqsoud Asadi-
Samani, only those who have bought
their plane tickets before Feb. 24 are
entitled toa full refund.
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purchase priceat22,000
rials ($0.14) perkilogram

____News |
Wheat Self-Sufficiency at Risk:

Experts Warn
The government has set FarmersFoundation.
wheat’s guaranteed “Therealpriceofeachkilo

of wheat currently stands
at 25,000 rials [around

rise compared to the
previous month.Latest
data released by the
Central Bank of Iran
show Tehran's housing
market continues to
pickup,leavingbehind a
longspell of inflationary
recession.

The market has been
energized over the past
several months, thanks
to an increase in the
numberofhomedeals.
Prices are continuing
to rise, albeit slowly
compared to a few
monthsago, inline with
the country’s overall
inflation rate, which
stands at 37%.The
inflation rate had been
onadowntrend since a
couple of monthsago.

Iranian
Automakers Deep

inRed

By highlighting the
automakers’ massive
debt to local parts
suppliers, industry
lobbyists are once
again calling on state
authorities to extend
loan facilities to these
firms.Marred  with
mismanagementamid
aneconomiccrisis,Iran’s
autoindustryissaddled
with amassive debt, the
head ofalocal guild of
auto parts makers said.
Arash Mohebbinejad
alsotold IRNA, “Iranian
carmakers owe local
partsmanufacturers 310
trillionrials.”Calculated
onthe open market forex
rate of $1 to 157,000
rials on Wednesday,
310 trillion rials would
amountto $1.97 billion.
This is while semi-
state carmakers Iran
Khodro (IKCO) and
SAIPA receive hard
currency loan facilities
at the subsidized
rate of $1 to 42,000
rials. Mohebbinejad
is the secretary of
Iran Specialized
Manufacturers of Auto
Parts Association, a
lobbying arm of the
industry and the official

forthe harvestofthenext $0.16]. Any price lower debtcollector.
Iranian year (starting than that will not cover

March 20,2020). production costs and o}

"Ifthe Economic Council, farmers'livingexpenses.

which has set the price, Ifpricesarenotraised,the GOLD PRICE PEROUNCE
doesnotrevise thisprice, government’s guaranteed 1 681 26$

we havenorecourse butto
importthe grainto supply
the domesticdemand for
the grain,” says the head
of the National Wheat

purchasewill facethe same
problem as in last year,”
Ataollah Hashemi was
quoted as saying by Young
Journalists Club.
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Iran, IFRC
discuss how
toprovide aid
tocontain
Covid-19

Iranian Deputy
Foreign  Minister
discussed the latest
situationaround the
outbreak ofthe novel
coronavirus in Iran
with the Secretary
General International
Federation of Red
Cross and Red
CrescentSocieties.
In a Thursday
meeting in Geneva,
Iran’s Deputy
Foreign  Minister
for International
and Legal Affairs
Mohsen Baharvand
and Jagan Chapagain
held a meeting on
the Covid-19. The
sides discussed how
the international
federation can send
medical equipment,
includingcoronavirus
testkits, toIranthat
is battling with the
disease.
“TheIslamic Republic
of Iran has always
tried to draw a
distinction between
humanitarianissues
and politicaldisputes.
This is while the
US administration,
especially its
Secretary of State, is
seekingto politically
usethehumanitarian
issue,” said Baharvand
inthemeeting.
Philippines:
No Filipinosin
Iraninfected by
coronavirus
The Philippines’
Foreign Affairs
Department
announced on
Thursday that no
nationals of the
countryinlIranhave
been infected by
the coronavirus
(COVID-19).
Accordingto Manilla
Bulletin, after the
outbreak ofthevirus
inIran, the Philippine
Embassy in Tehran
advised all Filipinos
in Iran to follow
preventive measures
toavoidinfection with
the virus and also
cooperatetocurbthe
disease.
Thestatementwanted
the Filipinosto avoid
anyunnecessarytrips
and publicgatherings.
The virus has so far
infected 141 Iranians
and killed 22; 54
people oftheinfected
peoplehaverecovered
fromthedisease.

Leader'Thanks Iran’s Health
Officials, Medical Stafffor
Battle with COVID-19

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed
Ali Khamenei praised Iranian health authorities
and personnel for their efforts to contain the novel
coronavirus epidemicinthe country:.

Inameeting with the head of I[ran’s Academy of Medical
Sciences on Thursday, Ayatollah Khameneiexpressed
gratitude to the health minister, his colleagues, Iranian
doctors, nurses, medical staffand all personnel involved

inthe health services for the battle with the coronavirus
disease.

“Your workisreally valuable,” the Leader said, adding
thatsuch activities have raised the value of the job of
physiciansand nurses.

Ayatollah Khamenei went on to say that whatis more
important about the activities of the medicsis the
definite reward from God.

Accordingto Iran’s Health Ministry, the number of people
who have died from the coronavirusin the country has
risen to 22 and the total number of confirmed cases to
141.

Medical staffin 20 provinces of Iran have been working

China’s First Batch of Assistance

Arrivesin Iran: Envoy

tirelessly  over
the past week
to contain
the novel

coronavirus

that has

originated

from China.

At least 54
patientsin Iran
have recovered
from the disease so
far.
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US ‘maximum pressure’

Amid the outbreak of coronavirus in
the globe, Iranians have called on the
international community to remove
sanctions on medicine to take steps for
combatingthe diseaseinthe country.

China’s
Ambassador to
Iran Chang Hua
said his country’s
first batch of
medical supplies
aimed atfighting
the novel coronavirus
alsoknownas COVID-19
hasarrived in the Islamic
Republic.

In a Persian-language
post on his Twitter

NEWS

S N

affecting Iranian nation:
Russian envoy

Asenior Russiandiplomatcriticized the US belligerent
policy of maximum pressure against the [slamic
Republic, saying suchapproach hasbroughtabout
many negative outcomes, includingthesufferingofthe
[raniannation.

“What are the results of US maximum pressure
policy? Suffering of Iranian population, especially
itsmostvulnerable segments,” Russia's Permanent
Representative to International Organizationsin
ViennaMikhail Ulyanovwroteinatweeton Friday.
Headded thatsuch policyhasalso contributed to the
“tense situation in the Persian Gulf; problems with
navigation there; suspended limitations onIranian
nuclear program, and weakened non- proliferation
regime.’

Inanothertweet, Ulyanovreferred tothe 2015 nuclear
deal (JCPOA) as the “masterpiece of multilateral

accounton Friday, Chang
said according to the
Chinese foreign ministry
spokeswoman, the firs
cargo has entered Iran
and more is to come; be
strongIran.

Earlier on Wednesday,
the Chinese diplomat
had said, five thousand
coronavirus diagnostic

test kits have been
delivered to Iran by
China’s embassy and
some Chinese companies
intheIslamic Republic.

In a statement on
Thursday, Iranian Foreign
Ministry Spokesman
Seyed Abbas Mousavi
outlined the measures
taken by the Iranian

Foreign Ministry to assist
the hardworking Iranian
healthcare and medical
sectorin the battle with
the COVID-19.

AccordingtoIran’s Health
Ministry, the number of
people who have died
from the coronavirusin
the country hasrisento
26 and the total number

of confirmed casesto 245.
Medical staff in 20
provinces of Iran have
been working tirelessly
over the past week
to contain the novel
coronavirus that has
originated from China.
Atleast54 patientsinlran
have recovered from the
diseasesofar.

Iranians abroad
introduce campaign
demandingimmediate
removal of medical
sanctions to fight
coronavirus

Amid the outbreak of coronavirus in
the globe, Iranians have called on the
international community to remove
sanctions on medicine to take steps for
combatingthe disease in the country.

Earlier,an Iranian media activist Abolfazl
Fatehin aletter to the United Nations
Secretary-Generaland WHO Director-
General called for lifting all medical
sanctions now to combat coronavirusin
[ran.

Iranians worldwide canjoin https://www.
change.org/p/un-who-lift-all-medical-
sanctions-now-to-combat-coronavirus-
in-iran tovoice their solidarity with the
campaign.

Starting a petition to World Health
Organization, Abolfazl Fateh addressed
the United Nations Secretary-General &
WHO Director-General: This petitionisa

formalrequestto the Secretary-General of
the United Nations and Director-General
ofthe World Health Organization to take
immediate action to stop the ongoing
medical sanctions againstIranto combat
COVID-19 and save innocentlives.

Iran has temporarily shutdown schools,
universities,and other education centers,
and canceled all the public gatherings, like
concertsand sporting events, to help curb
thedisease.

Doctorsinside Iranbelieve thatthe country
isnow grappling withan “epidemic,” and
the response has been hampered by
economicsanctions.

China’s first cargo to
combat coronavirus
arrives in Iran: envoy

Chinese Ambassadorin Tehran Chang Hua
said on Friday China has delivered its first
cargo ofhumanitarian aid to Iran to help
combat the coronavirus outbreakin the
country.

“China’s firstcargo hasarrived in [ranand
moreistocome; bestronglran,” Chang Hua
wrote on his Twitteraccount.

Earlier on Wednesday, the Chinese

ambassador said, “5,000 kits to detect
coronavirus, which are contributed by
China'sembassy and Chinese companies
inIran, have been delivered to the Iranian
side."

"Our efforts will continue," he added.
Speaking on Thursday, Iranian Foreign
Ministry Spokesman Abbas Mousavisaid
the Red Cross Society of China would send
itsfirstvoluntarily consignment, including
20,000 coronavirus testkits and other
medical equipmentto fight the virus, to
Iran on Friday.

He added that the Foreign Ministry has

supply of medical requirements form
international sources onagenda.
Accordingto asenior official in Iran’s
health ministry on Wednesday, the death
toll from the coronavirus outbreak,
officiallyknown as COVID-19,inIranrose
to 26 with 245 confirmed cases.

The coronavirusisspreadinginthe Middle
East, Europe and other parts of the world,
as Brazil confirmed its first case in Latin
America, while parts of China begin to
lower their emergency response level as
thenumber of new casesreported there
continues to slow.

diplomacy”, which has been “half-ruined” due to
Washington’shawkish policies.

“Isthereany single positive and encouragingresultof
thisUSpolicy? Nameit, please,” hestressed.

Iran-UAE Flights to
Resume: Spokesman

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyed Abbas
Mousavisaid domestic airlines have been given
permission for the resumption of flights to the
United Arab Emirates, after the Arab country
suspended all flights to and from Iran over
coronavirus concerns.

Commentingonthe UAE’sabruptand unannounced
decision to suspend the flights to and from Iran,
which has caused problems for anumber of the
[ranian citizens trying to return home, Mousavi
said on Thursday that the Ministry of Foreign
Affairsand the Iranian diplomatic missionsin Abu
Dhabiand Dubai have made ceaseless efforts to
make arrangements with the authorities at Iran
Civil Aviation Organization and the UAE Embassy
in Tehranin order to obtain permission for the
resumption offlights operated by Iranianairlines.
“According to the latest information, the basic
approval hasbeen granted to give permission for
the flights, and the related flights will be operated
soon,” hesaid.

The spokesman added thatthe Foreign Ministry
hasbeendoingitsutmostto resolve the problem,
expressing hope thatthe coordination among
allrelevant organizations would allow for the
repatriation ofthe Iranian citizens.

The UAE has suspended all flights to and from Iran
foratleastaweek overthe outbreak of the new
coronavirus.

The Arab country’s General Civil Aviation Authority
made theannouncementon Tuesday viathe state-
run WAM news agency, just hours after Dubai
International Airport, the world’s busiest for
international travel, said there would be restrictions
onflightsthere.

Swiss humanitarian channel
with Iran open for business

The United States and Switzerland have finalized the
terms ofahumanitarian trade agreement, which would
allow companiesto send food, medicine and other critical
suppliesto Iran.

The US Department of the Treasury announced on
Thursday that the Swiss Humanitarian Trade
Agreementexternal link (SHTA) is fully operational so
thatcompanies can now send food, medicine and other
critical supplies to Iran.

“The Swiss Humanitarian Trade Arrangement will help
ensure thathumanitarian goods continue toreach the
Iranian people,” said Secretary Steven Mnuchinin a
statement. “We thank our Swiss counterparts for their
dedicated effortsin establishingthe SHTA and we look

forward to our continued collaboration.”

This comes after US Special Representative for Iran Brian
Hooksaid lastweek thatfood and drug companies were
very muchinterested in using the SHTA.

The SHTA began trial operationslast month during
which Novartis, a global healthcare company based
in Switzerland, supplied Iran with €2.3 million worth
of cancer medicines and medicines needed for organ
transplants.

The SHTA aims to ensure that Swiss-based exportersand
trading firmsin the food, pharmaceutical and medical
sectors have accesstoasecure paymentchannel with a
Swissbank, by means of which payments for their exports
toIranare guaranteed.

Although food, medicine and other humanitarian
supplies are exempt from the sanctions imposed by
Washington, the US measures, targeting everything from

sales to shipping and
financial activities, have deterred several foreign banks
from doing business with Iran, including humanitarian
deals.
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French Legion of
Honourgranted
to Iranian star
Shahab Hosseini

Shahab Hosseini,
theactor of Asghar
Farhadi’s Oscar-
winning movies

Downtrend “A Separation” and

. . “The Salesman” has

Continuesinlrang received French

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN Legionof Honour.

The honorary

Morning call to prayer: award was

05:11:12 bestowed upon

Noon call toprayer : Hosseini by the

Frenchambassador

12:15:45 to Tehran Philippe

Evening call to prayer: Thiébaud on
18:17:30 Thursday evening.

Previously, the

Iranian artist had

won the Best Actor

Award from Cannes

Film Festival and

the Silver Bear

Award from Berlin
International Film
Festival.

Immigration police sets conditions for entry of Chinese nationals

toIran

ChiefofIranian Immigrationand PassportPolice Office Mohammadreza Tabatabaei
announced on ThursdaythatIran permits Chinese nationals’ entryin case [ranian
Health Ministry doesnotrecognize themas coronavirusinfected.

Thenews came awhileafter Imam Khomeini Airport City spokesman Ali Kashani
Heidarisaid on Thursdaythataccordingtoan orderissued by IranianImmigrationand

PassportPolice Office, entrance ofall Chinese nationalstoIranis forbidden.
AsKashaniHeidarisaid,inabidto curb coronavirus spread, all the passengersarrivinginIranare
beingcheckedattheairportsandthesame procedureisdone forIraniansleavingthe country.Corona
suspectedindividualswillbetransferred tomedical centerstoreceive the required treatment, he said.
Airportsanditsrelated monumentsarebeing disinfected regularly, headded.

LeaderThanks Iran’s Health Officials.
Medical Staftf'for Battle with COVIDI19-

INCB urges improving substance use prevention, treatment services for youth

The International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) in its

2019 annualreportcalled forincreased focus onimproving

substanceusep

revention and treatmentservices foryoung

people.

Thereportraises concern about psychoactive
substance use amongyoung people citing findings
ofthe United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) World DrugReport2018.

Substance use and associated health
consequences are highest among young
people, with cannabis being the most widely
used substance. UNODC estimates thatin 2016,
cannabis use affected 5.6 percentor 13.8 million
young people aged 15-16 with rates varying by
region.

The highestrateswere in Europe (13.9 percent)
followed by the Americas (11.6 percent), Oceania
(11.4 percent), Africa (6.6 percent),and then Asia
(2.7 percent).

Furthermore, the World Health Organization
(WHO) Global Health Estimates 2015 show that
while deaths from all causes account for only
4.8 percentintheage group 15-29, they account
for23.1 percentofdeathsattributed to druguse
disorders.

The INCB President stated thatof internationally
controlled substances, cannabis continues to play
the mostprominentroleamongbothadolescents
and adults. We pay special attention to this
developmentand highlight our concern over the
situationinafew countries thathave moved to
permitthe use of controlled substances, namely
cannabis, for non-medical use contrary to the
provisions ofand their obligations under the drug
control treaties.

Relationship ofalcohol and tobacco with the use of
psychoactive substances

The INCB Annual Reporthighlights thatthe use of
alcohol and tobacco by children and adolescents
is closelylinked to starting to use psychoactive
substances. Often, the use ofalcohol and tobacco
precedestheuse of cannabisand other controlled
substances. Longitudinal studies that followed
childrenintoadulthood have revealed thatthe
earlierthe onsetofalcohol, tobacco and cannabis
use during the ages of 16-19 years, the greater

thelikelihood ofthe use of opiatesand cocainein
adulthood.

Anew framework for the causes of substance use
Research has shown that young people are
particularly vulnerable to the habitual use of
drugs, leading to theriskand protective factors
being reviewed. The need for prevention
and treatment for children and adolescents
should take into account the individual and
environmental influences on young people and
their development.

Evidence-based prevention interventions that
work

According to the UNODC-WHO International
Standards on Drug Use Prevention, evidence-
based prevention programs for children and
adolescents should include the following
elements:

- Afocuson family and parenting skills; encourage
positive involvementin children’slives; effective
communicationincludingsettingrules andlimits.
-School curriculato develop personal and social
skills for youth, including decision-making, goal-
setting and analytic skills so young people are
informed correctly on the effects of psychoactive
substancesand canresist pro-druginfluences.
-Use of schools forscreeningand assessment with
referrals for counsellingand follow-up.
-Strictenforcementofregulationstolimitaccess
tomedications with psychoactive qualitiesand
reduce accessibility to tobacco, alcohol and
cannabis for childrenand adolescents.

The Standards also identify ineffective
prevention approaches thatinfluence youth
toinitiate substance use and presents specific
recommendations for the treatment of
adolescentswhoare substance users.
Recommendations to governments

The INCB Annual reportcalls on governments to
establish national epidemiological data systems
to monitor changing trends in psychoactive
substance use among young people. This
will enable evidence-based prevention to be
implemented prior to the age of initiation of use
(prenatal, early/middle childhood, and early
adolescence).

Governments should investin the development
of professional expertise in the field of substance

* ntemationalNarctis

use prevention and treatment with a focus on
theneeds of young people. This should include
national training and credentialing systems for
preventionand treatment professionalsinvolved
in decision making, planning and program
implementation.

Pace of emergence of non-scheduled substitute
chemicalstestsinternational precursor controls
The use of non-scheduled chemicals as substitutes
for scheduled drug precursors is steadily
increasingaround the world and with a virtually
unlimited variety of chemicals being used.
Substance-by-substance scheduling continues
tolagbehind the speed ofinnovation of drug
traffickers, while many substances have no known
legitimate uses and cannot easily be monitored.
The INCB urges Governments to continue the
wider policy discussion initiatedin 2019 on
optionstorespond to these challenges and put
in place a global framework to address non-
scheduled substances more effectively.

INCB recommends designer precursor for
international scheduling:

The INCB recommends the international
control of methyl alpha-phenylacetoacetate
(MAPA), a pre-precursor of amphetamine
and methamphetamine. MAPA has no known
legitimate uses beyond limited research and

analytical purposes and can be classified
asadesigner precursor, made specifically to
circumventexisting precursor controls. In March
2020, upontherecommendation ofthe INCB, the
Commission on Narcotic Drugs will vote on placing
the chemical underinternational control, through
inclusionin Table I ofthe 1988 Convention.
Continued supportto Afghanistan

In2018, there was asubstantial reductionin the
total areaunderillegal opium poppy cultivation
and the estimated amount of opium produced in
Afghanistan due to severe drought. However, the
estimated size of the opiate economy remains
substantial, exceeding the value of the country’s
legal exports of goods and services. The INCB will
continue to consultthe Governmentof Afghanistan
withaviewto facilitate the delivery of assistancein
addressingdrugcontrol challengesin the country.
Inits 2019 report, the INCB reiterates the need
to prioritize measures to address the illegal
drug economy in Afghanistan, which should
be part of the overall effort to build peace,
establish security and achieve sustainable
developmentin the country. The INCBis calling
ontheinternational community to take part
in this process through comprehensive, local,
national, regional and international assistance
efforts.
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