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Official says exportofgoods
underwayvia Iran-Iraqborders

The Director General of I[ranian Road Maintenance
and Transpiration Organization for Intl. Transportand
TransitOffice Manouchehr Salmanzadehsaid on Sun. that
productsare exported viaall [ranian and [ragiborders
exceptMehranBorder.

The stoppage of truck for transit of goods via Mehran
Borderwillbesettledsoon.

He expounded onthelatestsituation of transit of trucks
vialranianandIraqgibordersand added, “presently, most
bordersofthetwo countriesare openand transitofgoods
isunderwaybetweenthe two countries.”
Hewentontosaythatthereisnoprobleminthe field of
exportofgoodsviaborders,adding, “transit of export
goodsviaMehranborderiscurrently prohibited duetothe
shortage of manpowerbythelragisideanditishopedthat
thisproblemwillbesettled soon.”

Accordingto the studiesmade betweenborders ofthe
country, transit of goods via Chazabeh, Shalamcheh,
Parvizkhanand Bashmaqisdoneregularly,he emphasized.

FDI hits $31Smninnine months
Statistics showed that Foreign DirectInvestment (FDI) hit
$831 millioninthefirstnine monthsofthe currentIranian
calendaryear (from March 21 to Dec.22),showinga 0.6%
declineas compared to thelastyear’s corresponding
period.

Totally, 50 cases of foreign investment were madein the
ninemonthsofthelastIranian calendaryear (from March
21toDec.22,2018), therate of which hit70inthe nine
months ofthe currentyear (from March 21 to Dec. 22,
2019).

The aforementioned figures show that the number of
foreigninvestments madeinthe countryhasexperienced
a 40 percent growth as compared to the last year’s
correspondingperiod.

Total volume of foreign investment made in the nine
monthsofthelastIranian calendaryear (from March 21
toDec.22,2018) hit $837 million while thisratein the
nine months of the currentyear (from March 21 to Dec.
22,2019) hit$831 million, indicatinga 0.6% decline as
compared tothe same period of lastyear.

Iraqextendsbanon Iranarrivals

amid coronavirusfears
AuthoritiesinIraghave extendedabanonallarrivalsfrom
neighbouringIran, exceptIraqi citizens, as the country
grapples with the possibility ofan outbreak ofthe new
coronavirus.

The extension was announced ina statementissued by
caretaker Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi's office on
SaturdayasIranannounceditssixthdeathfromthedisease
thatemergedin central Chinalatelastyear.

The statementdid notspecify howlongtheban, whichwas
firstannounced on Thursday, wouldbeinplace.

Officially known as COVID-19, the virushas so far taken
morethan2,300lives, withthevastmajority ofthosedeaths
happeninginmainland China.Ithas spread toalmost 30
countriesincluding severalin the Middle East: besides
[ran, wheretherehavebeenatleast28 confirmed cases,
the United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Israeland Lebanon have
allreportedinfections.

Buttodate, therehavebeennocasesinlraqg.

OnSaturday, Iraq'sborder crossings with Iran remained
shutforthethird day, with only Iragireturnees allowed
toenterand subjected to screening. Flights toand from
[raniancitieshad alsobeensuspended, airportstaffinthe
capital, Baghdad, said on Saturday.

"We need to develop the medical staffresponsible for
checkingpeople coming [intoIraq]," Alial-Mosawi, ofthe
IragiRed Crescent, told AlJazeera.

Meanwhile, Iraq'stop Shialeader Grand Ayatollah Alial-
SistanionFridayalso called onauthoritiestobe "uptothe
level ofresponsibility" and step up preparations.

While officials have yet toannounce when the Iran-Iraq
border crossings will reopen, analysts say the financial
implicationswillnotallowforaprolonged closure.
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and theimprovementin the country’s non-oil

economicgrowthwillcontinueinthenextlranian

year (startsonMarch 20),adeputy governor of

the Central BankofIransaid.

&%t}u

Inaninterview
with Tasnim,
Peiman Qorbani,
the CBI deputy
governor for
economic
affairs, said
macroeconomic
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Iranian
Parliament
todebate next

year's budget bill
Members of the
[ranian Majlis
(parliament) are to
startdebate over the
proposed budgetbill
for the next Iranian
fiscal year of 1398
(beginning on March
21,2020) on Monday.
The parliamentarians
are to discuss the
details of the annual
budgetbillin formal
session tomorrow.

indicatorsillustrate an
improvementin Iran’s
economic conditions
despite the maximum
pressures that the
enemies have been
exerting onthe country.
Calculations and
assessments indicate
thatthe downward trend
intheinflationrate and
theimprovementinthe
non-oileconomic growth

7/ /SIS
and stability of other
conditions will reduce
the inflation rate
in the next Iranian
year to around 20
percent, Qorbani
said, noting that such
circumstances will offer
anappropriate prospect
for strengthening
anti-inflationary

of the country’s money
market.

In remarks in October
2019,Iranian President’s
ChiefofStaff Mahmoud

Vaezi said the US
economic war and
unprecedented sanctions
imposed on the Islamic
Republic have failed
to stop the country’s

announced earlier
that despite the US
government’s sanctions
againstthe country,Iran’s
economy was moving
toward abetterand more
stable situation.

The US has ratcheted
up pressure on Iran
since May 2018 after
withdrawing from

will continuenextyear,he policies, a bigger drop economicgrowth. the 2015 nuclear deal,
added. in the inflation rate, Iranian First Vice- known as the Joint
The continuation stabilizationofeconomy, President Eshaq Comprehensive Plan of
of the current trend andastructuralreform Jahangiri had also Action(JCPOA).

Iranian companies sign rail deal

despite US sanctions

Aslranseekstoreduce dependency on foreign companies,
Khatam-al Anbiya Construction Headquarters and Isfahan
Steel Company signed a deal for the production of 5000 tons of
railway lines.

The deal wasinked on Saturday during an exhibition of Iranian
technological and engineering capabilities hosted by Khatam-al
Anbiyain Tehran, Press TV reported.

About500 Iranian companiesare taking partinthe event. The
dealisthefirstphase ofaprojectseekingto provide railwaylines
forIran’s Chabahar-Zahedanrailway project.

Iran, situated inastrategicregional trade intersection hub, has
soughtto work with various countries such as Italy, France,
Russiaand Chinato further develop its expansive network of
railway lines.

Many ofthesejoint projects have not produced expected results
orabandoned by their respective foreign partnerslargely due
to Washington’s unilateral bans.

The Trump administration imposed economic sanctions
againstlranafter withdrawing fromthe 2015 Irannuclear deal
inMay 2018.

Iranhas since further soughttoadaptto challengesimposed by
thewide-sweepingbansbyrelying onitsown domesticindustry
sector.

Cutting dollar-related expenditures

Speaking during the exhibition on Saturday, Iran's minister of
industry, mine and trade said the countryis setto saveup to 10
billiondollars overthe course of the nexttwo yearsbyreplacing
imported products with domesticalternatives.

Pointing to asharp declinein Iran’s imports, Reza Rahmani
added that Iran currently enjoys desirable production
capabilities and can produce beyond its needs in certain
industrial fields.

Rahmani also said that domestic industries have been
successfulinalleviating the country’s needs by taking over
related production, pointing to recent domestic contracts
related to electrode, aluminum and heavyweight vehicle tire
production.

Also speaking during the exhibition, Saeed Mohammad, head
ofthe Khatam-al Anbiya Construction Headquarters, said the
construction group hasbeenable to save up to 7 billion dollars
by developingindigenousindustrial equipment.

Mohammad called for further empowerment of the domestic
production sector,adding that doing so would boost the
country’s economy, reduce inflation and strengthen the Iranian
currency.

Mohammad added thatIran’s enemiesare seekingtodictate the
country’s policiesby endangering the economiclivelihoods of
theIranianpeople.

Headded thatthe developmentofaresilienteconomyisneeded
toproperly address these attempts.
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%70 of Iran’s petroleum industry
equipment localized: official

achievementsrecently.
Addressing the opening
ceremony of a showcase of
theengineeringand technical
capabilities of Iranians,
Mohammad said, “We are
witnessing an accelerated
movement of the Islamic
Revolution today, now that
the enemyhaslostitshopeto
confrontusmilitarily.”

Hesaid economicfortification
isthe only way to get out of
the current conditionsinthe
country,adding, “Weareinan
economicwar’’

AseniorIranianindustrial
official says the country has
indigenized manufacturing
ofover70% oftheequipment
used in the petroleum
industry.The commander
of Khatam  Al-Anbia
Construction Headquarters,
Saeid Mohammad, said on
Saturday that localizing
70% oftheitemsusedinthe
petroleum industry as well
as participatinginaproject
todevelop six phases of the
massive South Pars offshore
gasfieldwereamong KACH'’s

On December 8,
President Hassan
Rouhani presented
the budget plan for
thenextIranianyear
which  exceeded
484,000  billion
tomans (equal to
over $115bn) to the
parliament.
According to the
budget plan, the
Government has
undertaken to sell
dollars at 42,000
rials forimportofthe
basic commodities,
essential goodsand
medicines.
Vice-President and
Head of Planningand
Budget Organization
Mohammad Bager
Nobakhthad earlier
said thatthe budget
bill was submitted in
19 Chapters.
According to Article
5ofthe Parliament's
bylaw, the budgetbill
is presented to the
parliament, printed
and  distributed
to the members
of parliament and
they will have 10
days to present their
comments torelated
expertcommissions.
Based on an
approval by the
lawmakersin 2008,
the government is
required to submit
its budget bill for
the coming year to
the Majlis by the
middle of Azar (the
9th month of the
Iranian year, which
fallsin the first third
of December) toavoid
any irregularities
in the process of
examining the bill by
thelegislators.

GOLD PRICEPER OUNCE
1,582.14$
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EUslams
Israeli
construction

inJerusalem

al-Quds
EU'sforeignpolicy
chiefJosep Borrell
inastatementhas
condemned the
Israeli regime's
settlement
announcements
in two
neighborhoodsin
Jerusalemal-Quds.
TheIsraeliregime
has announced
an imminent
decisionregarding
settlement
construction
in the occupied
territories of
Givat Hamatos
and Har Homa
neighbourhoods
in East]Jerusalem
al-Quds.
Reacting to the
announcement,
EU'sforeignpolicy
chiefJosep Borrell
saidinastatement
on Saturday
that "such steps
would be deeply
detrimental
to a two-state-
solution.”
"Assetoutclearly
on numerous
occasions by
the European
Union, including
in Council
conclusions, such
steps would cut
the geographic
and territorial
contiguity
betweenJerusalem
and Bethlehem,
isolate Palestinian
communitiesliving
in these areas,
and threaten the
viability ofa two-
state solution,
withJerusalemas
the capital ofboth
states,"headded.
"Settlements
are illegal under
international
law," he stressed.
"The EU will
not recognize
any changes to
the pre-1967
borders,including
with regard to
Jerusalem, other
thanthoseagreed
by the parties. We
call on Israel to
reconsider these
plans.”

The EU had also
rejected Trump's
proposed so-
called'Deal of the
Century' for the
Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.

Iran Intensifying Efforts to Contain
Coronavirus

Asthenumberof casesinthenovel coronavirus epidemicinIranrose
to43onSunday,theadministrationhastakenaseriesofnewmeasures
tostemfurtherspread ofthedisease.The deathtollfromthe COVID-19
infectioninIranroseto eight on Sunday,and the total number of
confirmed casesto 43, accordingto Kianoosh Janahpoor, head of
the Health Ministry’s publicrelations.Meanwhile, Health Minister
SaeedNamakisaidinaninterviewwith IRINN on Sunday thatthe new
coronavirusmortalityrateismuchlowerthanthatofthe fluvirus,and
calledonpeopletoovercome the unnecessaryfearoverthe spread of
thedisease.Healsoasked peopletoobserve thehygienicregulations,

Ayatollah K hamenei Thanks Iranians

wash hands carefully, refrain from shakinghands and kissing,and
avoid crowded places.The ministeralsourged the people nottotravel
toQom, the citywherethefirstcases of coronaviruswerereportedin
Iran.Iran hasformedanational mobilization plan dubbed “We Will
BeatCorona”andhasestablished headquartersacrossthe country,the
ministeradded.Thehealthauthorities sayall publicplacesand means
of publictransportationarebeing disinfected onadailybasisamid
the coronavirus outbreak.A Health Ministry official told Tasnim on
Saturdaythatarrangementshavebeenmadewithmedicaluniversities
across the countryforthe daily disinfection ofairports,bus terminals,
and meansofpublictransitin citiessuchasbusesand subways.
Schools, universitiesand dormitoriesinseveral provinces of Iranhave
beenclosedasaprecautionarymeasure.

for Frustrating Enemy Plot

The authorities have also begun to
distribute free packages, including
masks, detergentsand handbooks
forthe prevention of coronavirus,
especially in the provinces with
thehighestnumberofcases.Movie
theatersand museumsin Tehran
have beenalso closed until further
notice, while footballmatches would be
held withoutspectators.

Thenumberof deaths fromthenovel coronavirusintheworld
hasrisento2,461.Thereare over 79,930 casesglobally,and 20
deathsoutside mainland China.

NEWS

Iraq capable of self-
defense sans foreign

Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei expressed deep
gratitude to the Iranian people for the
widespread participationin the February
21nationwide elections.

In comments
at a religious
course on
Sunday, Ayatollah
Khameneid
praised the stellar
performance
of the Iranian nation in
the big test of elections
and hailed the people
for  thwarting the
opportunistic plots and

NEWS

troops: Iran envoy
Iranianambassadorto Baghdad, Iraj Masjedi, said
Iraqis capable of defendingits territories against
terrorism withouthavingtorely on foreign troops.
“The US military bases, no matter where they
are,poseagreatinconvenience for the nations
and cause insecurity,” the Iranian ambassador to
Baghdad, Iraj Masjedi, said on Saturday.

Henoted thatwhatthe US seeks by establishingits
basesinother countriesistoloottheirresources
and wealth and to destroy their security.

“The US' claim of fighting againstterrorismisnot
true, since Americaitselfis the cause behind the
formation and strengthening ofterroristsin other
countries,” he stressed.

He further maintained thatIraq is capable of
defendingitself withouthavingtorely on the

campaign of enemies for
harmingthe polls.

“All of us mustbe vigilant
for defense against the
enemy’s plot to harm
various pillars of the
country, and be ready
for blows and attacksin
reciprocation,” the Leader
added.

Pointing to a massive
propaganda campaign
that the enemies had
launched monthsago to
adversely affect the polls
and dissuade Iranian
voters from taking partin
the elections, such as by
resorting to the spread of
aviral disease, Ayatollah

and expressed deep
gratitude to people forthe
widespread presence in
the electionsin spite of
the hostile propaganda
campaign.

“Itis God’s will to make
this (Iranian) nation
victorious,” the Leader
added.

Ayatollah  Khamenei
further said thathostility
of enemies against the
Iranian nation is not
confined to the economic
and cultural fields or
to the religious and
revolutionary beliefs of
people.“They (enemies)

Iraniannation’selections,
because they don’t want
the phenomenon of
presence of people atthe
ballotboxesinthe name
of religion and in favor
of the Revolution to be
established asafact.”

Holdingelectionsin the
Islamic Establishment
refutesthe enemies’ false
claim that religion is
opposedto freedom and
democracy, the Leader
underlined, saying the
electionsin the Islamic
Republic indicate that
religion is a perfect
symbol of inclusive

Holding 37 elections
in Iran over the past41
yearsreveal the Islamic
Establishment’sgreatcare
for democracy, Ayatollah
Khameneiadded.

The Leader finally called
onall people to know the
enemies and be vigilant
againstthem, sayingwhile
thousands of people in
the frontofenemiesare
acting against Iran in
various fields, the front
oftheIranian nation must
include millions of people
prepared for defenseand
counterattacksagainstthe
hostile propaganda and

presence of foreign forces onits soil.

Chinese shipdocks

at Iranian portafter
coronavirus incubation
period

Ahealth official of Bushehr Province, southern
Iran, said on Sunday thata Chinese ship docked
at Deyr Port after spending the Coronavirus
incubation period atsea.

Ahmad Akhunditold IRNA thatthe Heng Tong
77 carried equipment for Kaveh petrochemical
complex.

Akhundisaid thatthe shipreached the 10-mile
distance from the southern coast of Iran. [t was
keptin the distance for two weeks and then
examined by the medical team of the marine
bordershealth bases. After the team ascertained
thatthe vesselis clean ofthe virus, theyissued

Khameneithanked God areopposedeventothe democracy.

otheractivities.

permission for the ship todock.
He added that ship's crew was once again

President: Iran Open
to'Talks with EU to
Salvage JCPOA

Iranhasnotclosed the doorstodiplomacy
and negotiations with the European parties
inan efforttosavethe 2015 nucleardeal,
President Hassan Rouhanisaid.
“Webelieve thatthe nuclear deal served
theinterests of the region and the world
and the US move (to pull out of the deal)
harmsall (nations) and even the American
people,” the Iranian presidentsaidina
meeting with Dutch Foreign Minister Stef
Blokin Tehran on Saturday.

“Over the past 21 months since the US
exitfrom the JCPOA, the European Union
has unfortunately failed to take effective
stepsinline with mutual relationsand the
fulfillment ofits commitments under the

withthe EU.

JCPOA,"headded, I[FPreported.

Pointing to the US’ “illegal, unilateral
and cruel” sanctions against the Iranian
nation, which alsoinclude medicine and
food, Rouhanisaid, “Itis expected thatthe
world’s free nations vociferously condemn
these unlawful sanctions.”

Elsewhere in the meeting, the Iranian
president pointed to centuries of “good
and cordial” relations between Tehran
and Amsterdam and said, “We are keen to
expand politicaland economicrelations
with the Netherlands.”

He added that Iran’s foreign policy is
based on “constructive interaction” with
countries, in particular enhancedrelations

Rouhani also emphasized that the US
presenceand policiesintheregionare the
rootcausesofregionalinsecurity and said,
“Ifthe US stopsits terrorist measures and

benaturally safe.”

problems.

Blokadded that Amsterdam has openly
and privately told the Americans thattheir
move to withdraw from the JCPOA, which
isaninternational agreement, wasnotthe

rightthingto do.

uncalled-forinterference, our region will

Forhis part, the Dutch foreign minister said
his country would make efforts to preserve
the]JCPOA and stressed the importance of
continuing dialogue asameans of solving

examined and after itwas certified thatthe crew
members are totally healthy, they permitted the
shiptobeunloaded.

Tehran mayor says city
gets sanitized every night

Mayor of Tehran Pirouz Hanachi said on Sunday
thatsanitizing of public places, buses,and subway
trams of the city are carried every nightaccording
to the protocols of the Ministry of Health to fight
spread of coronavirus.

Before the session of the city council, Pirouz
Hanachisaid thatthe sanitizing campaign of the
city will continue to the end of the coronavirus
threat.

He also said that Morteza Rahmanzadeh, the
mayor of Distinct 13 of Tehran, hasundergone
the coronavirus examinations four times, three of
which have been positive. Buthe feels better now.
28 peoplehave beeninfected by the virusinIran,
five of whom have died.

US Defense Officials Reveal
UK'sTrident Replacement Plan

The UShasleaked the British government's plan to buy anew
generation of nuclear warheadstoreplace Trident.
Thereplacement will be based on US technology and the
decision wasrevealed by Pentagon officials before the British
governmenthad announcedit.

Thelastpublicnews from the governmentabout Trident was
in December, when the Ministry of Defense said: "Workalso
continues to develop the evidence to supportagovernment
decisionwhenreplacingthe warhead."

But earlier this month US defense officials confirmed
their proposed W93 sea-launched warhead would share
technology with the UK's nextnuclear weapon.

Lastweek Admiral Charles Richard, commander ofthe US
strategic command, told the Senate defense committee that

there wasarequirement for anew warhead, whichwould be
called the W93 or MK7.

Headded: "This effortwillalso supportaparallel replacement
warhead programme in the United Kingdom, whose nuclear
deterrent plays an absolutely vital role in NATO's overall
defense posture.”

Thenews, reportedin The Observer,implied thatthe decision
had already been made before MPs were told.

The planswere also mentioned by a Pentagon under secretary
of defense, Alan Shaffer, in US publication Defense Daily last
week.

Hehadsaid: "It'swonderful thatthe UKis working onanew
warhead atthe same time", Sky News reported.

Ed Davey,actingleader of the Liberal Democrats, told the
newspaper: "Itis totally unacceptable that the government
seems to have given the greenlightto the developmentofnew
nuclearweapon technologies with zero consultation and zero

scrutiny.”

The Observerreported thatthe US
had agreed with the UKnotto make anannouncementduring
parliamentary recess but US defense officials were unaware
ofthisagreement.




93 Iranian inventions granted patent by foreign
patentoffices

Sofar,asmanyas 93 inventions by Iranian scientists have been granted patents
by authentic foreign patent offices, according to Vice Presidency for Science
and Technology.
The Patent Centeratthe Vice Presidency for Science and Technology has received
asmanyas 1,740 patentapplications from inventorsall across Iran. Ofthisnumber,

286 applications have been approved to be evaluated to receive the Center’s supportina
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CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

Countries like South
Korea and Iran are
reporting a growing

05:16:43 number of infections
Noon call to prayer : despiteafallin casesin
12:16:36 Chinainrecentdays.

Evening call to prayer:

18:13:32

WEATHER

The coronavirus can
causevariousillnesses,
ranging from the
common cold to more
severe diseasessuchas
pneumonia. Common
signs of the infection
include respiratory
symptoms, fever,
coughing, shortness
of breath, and other
breathingdifficulties.

bid to contribute to the development of new technologiesin the country.
Accordingtothe Center,as manyas 93 applications have so far been granted patents by authentic foreign
patentoffices, through receiving support fromthe Center.

CBI Deputy: Iran’s Non-Oil Economic
Growth to Continue

Ocean Conference: Save our ocean, protectour

future

The Ocean Conference due tobe heldin Lisbon on June

2020,6-2, co-hosted by the Governments of Kenya

and Portugal, comes ata critical time as the world is

strengtheningits efforts to mobilize, create and drive

solutions torealize the 17 Sustainable Development

Goalsby 2030.

Asoneofthe firstmilestones of UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres’ newly launched
Decade of Action for the Sustainable
Development Goals, the Conference will propel
muchneededscience-basedinnovative solutions
aimedatstartinganew chapter ofglobal ocean
action, the United Nations Information Center
(UNIC)in Tehranreleased on Sunday.

OurOcean

The ocean covers 70 percent of the Earth’s
surface, is the planet's largest biosphere,
and hometo up to 80 percentofalllifein the
world. Itgenerates 50 percent of the oxygen
we need, absorbs 25 percent of all carbon
dioxide emissionsand captures 90 percent
oftheadditional heat generated from those
emissions.Itisnotjust ‘thelungs ofthe planet’
butalsoitslargestcarbon sink-avital buffer
againsttheimpactsofclimate change.Itnurtures
unimaginable biodiversityand produces food,
jobs, mineraland energy resources needed for
life onthe planetto surviveand thrive. Thereis
agreatdealwestilldonotknowaboutthe ocean
butthere are many reasons why we need to
manageitsustainability-assetoutinthetargets

ofSustainable Development Goal 14: Life Below
Water.

The science is clear - the ocean is facing
unprecedent threats as a result of human
activities. Itshealthand ability to sustain life will
onlygetworseastheworld populationgrowsand
humanactivitiesincrease. Ifwe wanttoaddress
some ofthemostdefiningissues of ourtime such
asclimate change, food insecurity, diseasesand
pandemics, diminishingbiodiversity,economic
inequalityand even conflictsand strife, we must
actnowtoprotectthestate ofourocean.
TheUnited Nations Ocean Conference
Scalingup Ocean Action Based on Science and
Innovation for the Implementation of Goal 14:
Stocktaking, Partnershipsand Solutions
Solutions for a sustainably managed ocean
involves green technology and innovative uses
ofmarineresources.ltalsoincludesaddressing
the threats to health, ecology, economy and
governance ofthe ocean - acidification, marine
litter and pollution, illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing,and theloss ofhabitatsand
biodiversity.

Leadership

The Governments of Kenyaand Portugal will co-
hostthe Ocean Conference.Liu Zhenmin, United
Nations Under-Secretary-General of Economic
and Social Affairs, will serve as the Secretary-
General ofthe Conference,and Miguel de Serpa
Soares, Under-Secretary-General for Legal
Affairs, will serve asthe Special Adviser to the
Presidents ofthe Ocean Conference onthe ocean
andlegalmatters.

Hossein Shirzad:

Iran Completes the Saffron
Value Chain by Supportive
Purchasing Deputy Minister
Iran Completes the Saffron Value
Chain by Supportive Purchasing
Deputy Minister

An official of the Ministry of
jihad-Agriculture  provided
a complimentary report of
supportive purchasing of saffron.
Hossein Shirzad, whois also the
CEO ofthe Central Organization for

Rural Cooperative of Iran (CORC),
underlined that following the
ongoing supportofsaffron farmers
thereisno concernon paymentof
farmers'debt.

Elaborating the goals of saffron
supportive purchasing, Shirzad
enumerated the saffron advantages
including high employmentrate,
compatibility with semi-dry
climate, non-competitiveness
with spring and summer crops,
economical usage of water and

labor force and high value in the
international market, CORC has
been purchasing saffron from the
first days of harvesting. "Three
hubs of saffron production
including Razavi, Southand North
Khorasan have produced about
69 tons, 2 tons and 76 kg saffron,
respectively. CORChas purchased
the above-mentioned volume by
the supportive price thatequals
double the marketroutine price,"
headded.

Deaths

Two deaths from the new coronavirus sparked fears

throughoutnorthern Italy on Saturday,asabout50,000

people were poised foraweeks-longlockdownimposed

byauthoritiestryingtohaltafurtherincreaseininfections.

[taly on Friday became thefirstcountryin Europe
toreportthe death of one of its own nationals
fromthevirus, triggering travel restrictions on
aboutadozentownswhere thenumber of people
contaminated has continuedtorise.

Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte said that people
livinginside the affected areasinthe northern
regionswould berestricted tothoseareas, while
schoolsandbusinessesclosed,aspartofmeasures
designedtostemnewinfections.

“Inzones considered hotspots, neither entry
or exit will be authorized without special
permission,” Contesaid duringapress conference,
AFPreported.

A77-year-old woman died on Saturday near
the smalltown of Codognoin Lombardy in the
north,adayaftera78-year-oldretired bricklayer
succumbedtothevirusintheneighboringregion
ofVeneto.

Thenumber of confirmed cases of coronavirus
rose to 79 by late Saturday, including the two
deceased, said the head of Italy’s civil protection
department, Angelo Borelli.Mostareintheregion
of Lombardy, butthree other regionsin Italy’s
northhave confirmed cases,aswell asthe central
regionofLazio, whichincludesthe capital, Rome.
Newspaper Corriere dellaSerareported that
the virus had also been identified in Milan,
Lombardy’slargestcityand the financial center
ofItaly.“The contagiousness of this virusis very
strongand pretty virulent,” Lombardy’s health
chiefGiulio Galleratoldapress conferenceearlier
onSaturday.

Buthe cautioned: “Todayit'snotapandemic.”
Contewarned thattherestrictivemeasureswould
lastforacouple of weeks, corresponding to the
length oftime the virusincubates.Some 50,000
people, who had already been asked to stay at
homebylocalauthorities, willbe affected, hesaid.
[talian authorities have also ordered the
postponementofthree Serie A footballmatches
onSunday.

Italy Clamps Down on Travel after Virus

Heurged peoplenotto “giveinto feelings ofpanic.”
In Lombardy, health authorities had identified
“patientnumber one”,a38-year-oldman fromthe
smalltownofCodognosoutheastofMilanwhohas
beeninaseriousconditioninintensive care.

All casesintheregionare connected to him,
Gallerasaid, whether medical workers, relatives
orfriends.

Italian mediahad reported thatthe man dined
inJanuarywithafriend recently returned from
China, yetwho has tested negative for the virus.
ButlItaly’s deputy minister ofhealth, Pierpaolo
Sileri,said thatsincethemanhadnotsubsequently
developed antibodies,hewasnotthesource ofthe
contamination.

InCodogno, streetsweremostly deserted and few
shopsopenaday afterthe mayor putthe town of
15,000 peopleontemporarylockdown. Asnight
fellitresembled aghosttown.
Oneman,whogavehisnameasAlberto,described
a“muffledsilence” intown.
“Idon’thaveamaskbecause theyran outinthe
pharmacy, butI'mtaking precautions,” said the
68-year-old.

“WhenImeetsomeone, [talktothemkeepingmy
distance, orItakethelongwayaroundtogethome
soldon’trunintoanyone.”

[taly’s health minister said the manwho died on
Friday, Adriano Trevisan,had beenadmitted to
hospital 10 days earlier foranunrelated health
issue.

ThepresidentofVeneto, LucaZaia, told RaiNews
24early Saturday thatnone ofthose infected with
thevirusintheregionhadbeenin contactwith
anyonewhohadrecentlyarrived from China.
InRome, two Chinese tourists who were Italy’s
firstconfirmed casesremaininisolation. A third
manwho was also quarantined hasrecovered
andbeenreleased from the same hospital, the
Spallanzani Institutein Rome, said Borrelli ofthe
civilprotectiondepartment.

Since December, Covid-19 haskilled more than
2,200 peoplein China, the epicenter of thevirus.
Elsewhereintheworld, ithaskilled more than
a dozen people and spread across some 27
countriesandterritories. Last Sunday,an 80-year-
old Chinesetouristdied from thenew coronavirus
inFrance.
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