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Gas condensate production
increases 3% in 10 months

Iran's gas condensate outputhasincreased by five
percentinthefirst 10 months ofthe currentIranian
calendaryear (March 21,2019-January 20,2020),
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accordingto Managingdirector of Iran’s South Pars
Gas Company (SPGC).

"The figurehasnotonlyincreased comparedto [the
sameperiodin]lastyearbutalsoshowsa100-percent
realization of our plans for this time span,” Hadi
Hashemzadeh Farhangtold ISNA on Monday.
Accordingtothe official, ethane production hasalso
grownssignificantly over the same period,and eight
South Parsrefineries are currently producing this
valuable product.

Healso mentioned that South Pars field’s propane
production hasalsoincreased over the pastyear,
sayingthatthereare currently sevenrefineriesthat
producepropane.

South Pars gasfield, which Iran shares with Qatarin
the Persian Gulf, is estimated to containasignificant
amountofnatural gas,accounting forabouteight
percentoftheworld’sreserves,and approximately 18
billionbarrelsofcondensate. Thefieldisdividedinto
24 standard phases.

Natural-gas condensate, also called natural gas
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Tel:031-32274500
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CBI chief: Iran'sinclusionin FATF
blacklist, unlikely

Governor of Central Bank of Iran (CBI)

Abdolnaser Hemmatibelievesitis unlikely for

Tehrantobeincluded theblacklistofthe Financial

Action TaskForce (FATF).

&%Qu
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Evenifsuchathing
happends, Hemmati
told reporters on
the sidelines of an
annual session on

website: esfahan-news.com
SMS:30007232
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Iran Airport
Traffic

Reviewed

[ran Airports Company
registered a total of
320,524 takeoffsand
landings by domestic
and foreign airlines
during the first 10
monthsofthe current
[ranianyear (March21,
2019-Jan. 20), which

liquids, is alow-density mixture of hydrocarbon NEWS fsconomicresistance indicatesa 3% decline
liquids thatare presentas gaseous componentsin in Tehran on compared with the
theraw natural gas produced from many natural gas Tuesday, therate of similar period of last

fields.
Volume of Iran-Oman trade
exceeds S1billion

Thehead ofthe Iran-Oman Joint Chamber said that
thevolume oftrade between Iranand Omanreached
$1.161billionlastyear,compared to $221 millionin
2013.

Mohsen Zarrabion Monday afternoon atthe Oman
Mining Opportunities meetingatthe Iranian Mine

foreign exchange in Iran will
notbeaffected.

Speaking about the rate of
inflation, the official expected
the figure to drop to minus 20
percent,based onpredictions,
forthe nextIranian calendar
yeartostartonMarch 20.

The CBI aims to control the
inflation rate, the chiefsaid,
addingthatnone of experts

Inlate December, 2019, had
Hemmatisaid thatnotjoining
the FATF will have negative
impact on Iran's banking
transactions.

Financial Action Task Force

regulatoryand operational
measures for combating
money laundering, terrorist
financingand otherrelated
threatsto theintegrity of the
international financial system.

number of [ranian lawmakers
onDecember25,2019, asked
the Supreme Leaderto order
facilitation of approval of the
four bills about FATF now
under investigation by the

year.More than 39.63
million passengers
were  transported
duringtheperiodunder
review, indicatingno
significantchangeyear-
on-year.Over400,195
tons of cargos were
handled during the
sameperiod,whichalso

H(.Ju.se s.aidthatlran'stotal e).<por‘tt0 Omanwa§ $.146 anticipatestheinflationrateto (FATF) introduces itself TheFATFisthereforea“policy- ExpediencyCouncil. shows no significa_nt
millionin 2013,butlastyea.rltreached$728mllllon. riseabove 20 percent. as an inter-governmental makingbody” whichworks The Islamic Republic's change comparedw_lth
Headdedthatduetolackofinfrastructure, therewere body establishedin1989by  to generate the necessary Expediency Councilischarged the corresponding

various problemsinterms of cooperation between
thetwo countriesin 2013, butnowtheinfrastructure
hasbeencreatedanditsimpactonthegrowthoftrade
isobvious.

Zarrabimade the remarks that Oman with afive
million populationisthethird in the Middle Eastin
termsofportfacilitiesand theminingsectorholdsthe
fifthpositionintheeconomy.

Hereferredtothe establishmentofajointchamber
between the two countriesin2013,addingthattoday
the main task of this chamberisto facilitate trade
and economicrelations between Tehran-Muscat,
andby 2017 thevolume ofexports did notincrease
significantlybutnowhasimproved.

[ranand Omanhavegoodrelationsinthepolitical field
andwearetryingtoreachahigherlevel ofeconomic
relationsbetween thetwo countries, Zarrabisaid.

Dairy Exports Exceed
$350min10 Months

Iranexported dairy productsto 33 countries during
the period under review, mainly to Iraq ($266
million), followed by Afghanistan ($54 million) and
Russia ($43 million)

Iranexported 331,889 tons of dairy products worth
$358.12 million during the first 10 months ofthe
currentIranianyear (March 21,2019-]Jan. 20),
accordingto the spokesman ofthe Islamic Republic
ofIran Customs Administration.

Rouhollah Latifiadded that the tonnage of exports
witnesseda 12% rise compared withlastyear's
corresponding period.Speakingto IRNA, henoted
thatIran exported dairy productsto 33 countries
duringthe period, addingthat 20 types of dairy
productsare exported fromthe country.

Some, onthe pretext of FATF
six-day meetings started on
Feb16,tryinvaintoinflamethe
marketofforeignexchange, the

the Ministers ofits Member
jurisdictions. The objectives of
the FATF areto setstandards

political will to bring about
national legislative and
regulatory reformsin these

withdecidingwhetherornot
a law forwarded by Majlis
(Parliament) toitafter changes

CBIchiefnoted. and promote

effective
implementation of legal,

areas.
In related development, a

demanded by Guardian Council
complieswithregulations.

Minister says boosting domestic

products, main way to thwart sanctions
Iran’s Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade Reza Rahmani said on
Monday thatboosting domestic products is the main way to tackle
sanctions.

Rahmanimade the remarks in his speech to a festival in Tehran on
domesticproducts.

He said thatthe enemiesaimed to shutdown the Iranian producing

units, butthey failed to do so and in many cases the opposite hasbeen
achieved.

Today over 62% of Iran’s taxincomes are coming fromindustryand the
producing sector, the ministersaid.

Rahmanisaid thatIranhasadopted alaw to ensure thatwhen domestic
production ofa certain commodity is sufficientand meets the needs of
the country,importof similar foreign products are prohibited.

He said that currently import of some 1,600 foreign products are
prohibited due to sufficiency of domestic products.

China to grant tariffexemptions on
additional U.S. goods

Chinasaid on Tuesdayitwould acceptapplications fornew
tariffexemptions for 696 productsimported from the United
Statesincluding key agricultural and energy products such
aspork, beef,soybeans, liquefied natural gas and crude oil.
The exemptions, the third and the mostsubstantial setto be
granted to date by China since the startofthe trade dispute
with the United States, come a month after the signing of a
Phase 1trade deal between Washington and Beijing. China
has committed toboostingits purchases ofgoodsand services
fromthe United States by $200 billion over two years.

Other products subjectto exemption on additional tariffs
imposed during the escalation of the bilateral trade dispute
include denatured ethanol and some wheat, corn, and
sorghum. Some medical devicesand metalsincluding copper
oreand concentrates, copper scrap and aluminum scrap are
also subjecttoan exemption, China’s finance ministry said in

astatement.

The exemptions come amid a coronavirus epidemicthathas
seriously disrupted the world’s second-largest economy.
Authorities throughout the country imposed major
restrictions on travel and transportation to curb the spread
ofthevirus, which haskilled nearly 1,900 and infected more
than 70,000 inthe country.

Some U.S. officialsand analysts have raised questions about
China’s ability to meetthe purchasing commitments specified
inthe Phase 1trade deal duetothe coronavirus.
Thevirusoutbreak, whichwasfirstdetectedin the central city
of Wuhanin December, has keptfactories shutoroperating
with drastically reduced staffing. The publichas alsobeen
discouraged from leaving their homes or going to public
places,also stunting consumption.

Firms seeking exemptions on the additional tariffs on U.S.
products can submitapplications from March 2, the finance
ministry said. Any exemption granted will be valid for one
year.
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Oil Prices Steady as Coronavirus-
Related Demand Concerns Weigh

Oil prices changed little Monday
as concerns of falling fuel
demand caused by the economic
fallout from the coronavirus
outbreakin China were offset
by expectations that output
cuts from major producers will
tighten crude supply.

Brent crude was at $57.27 a
barrel,down 5 cents afterrising
5.2% last week, the biggest
weekly gain since September
2019.

US West Texas Intermediate
crude rose 3 cents to $52.08
abarrel, after a 3.4% gain last

week, Reutersreported.

Japan, the world’s fourth-
largestoil consumer, reported
an economic contraction
of 6.3% for the October to
December period and there
isan expectation of a further
contraction in the January to
March quarter because of the
contagion.

Singapore, whose trade-
dependent economy is a
barometer for the region, also
warned of the potential fora
recession this quarterbecause
ofthe outbreak.

period of the last
fiscalyear,IAC'slatest
report published on
its website shows.A
total of 265,822
takeoffsandlandings
were registered by
domesticflightsduring
the period, down 2%
YOY.Morethan31.23
million passengersand
231,120tonsof cargo
were  transported
domestically, both
indicating a 1%
rise  YOY.On the
international front,
54,702 takeoffs
and landings were
registered, down by
8% YOY. Atotal of 8.4
million passengersand
more than 169,075
tons of cargo were
transportedtoandfrom
overseas destinations,
down 5% and 1%
respectively compared
withthe corresponding
period oflastyear.Asin
previousIACreports,
Tehran’s Mehrabad
International Airport
wasthebusiestIranian
airport during the
period with 103,669
takeoffsandlandings,
registering a 2%
decline.The airport
handled 12.35
million passengers,
showing a 1%
increase and around
86,061 tons of cargo,
indicating 2% rise
YOY.
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canbe extracted to treatothers
whoarecriticallyill.

Plasma from patients who
haverecovered fromaspell
of pneumonia triggered
by COVID-19 contains

epicenter of the outbreak, with fivereported elsewhere in
the country.Hubeihasbeenlocked down to try to contain the
virus, with tens of millions of people placed under effective
quarantineinthe province.Thenumberofnew casesreported
outside Hubei province was just 79, down from 890 on
February4.Itmarks thelowestnumber ofnew cases outside

Coronavirusdeath tollin China
reaches almost 1,900

Thetollfrom China's coronavirus epidemicjumpedto 1,868 on
Tuesday after 98 more people died, accordingto the National
Health Commission.
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Poll: Sanders . .
Hols19-Point  pPesistance, referendum: Zarif . Ivedtohelo Lel
Leadin ranresoive 1€1P L.c0anon
Nevada inall domains: Larijani
Sen.Bernie Sanders Rantan Fore i MRS el v Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani has expressed
(I-Vt.). holds a PTITSTET iﬁterview \;vith ROAMENEL '.l‘ehran’.sreadinefss forhelpingBeirutinalleconomicand
19-point lead in industrial domains.

Nevada, the next
state to vote in the

2020 US presidential alternative for resolving the question of @ ﬁ r between the two countries, saying Tehran is ready
nominatingcontest, Palestine. 3 TS f to cooperate with Beirut in economic, industrial,
according to a poll _ . pharmaceutical, scientific, cultural, agricultural and
released Monday. . _ ﬁ » military sectors.

Progressive . 5 J/Vl Interviewer: ~ In - The parliament speaker called forimplementing the

pollster Data for

Progress found the (N7[ ][] istheroleoftheUS inthe cultural and scientific fields.
democraticsocialist NEWS a}?dfthe leoms';s}lln "We know no limitation foracademic cooperationand
with 35 percent NELS t eformationoft € Iranhasvariousuniversitiesthat Lebanese students can
support Nevada Deal oftheCentury forge technical, scientificand artisticcommunications,"
ahead ofits caucuson a.nd what do they hesaid.

Saturday. Clumped pursuewlththatplan? , Larijaninoted thatIranisreadytoaid the new Lebanese
behind himare Sen. FMZarif: Unfortunately, in government, expressinghope thatthe new government

Elizabeth Warren
(D-Mass.), former
South Bend, Ind,,

g/lr?ézorfl:) itri]z;lttl\;gilsi towards the Zionistregime thebeginning - only stems shouldrecognizethedanger Leader]hasreiterated many esp(}elcilaliy Lhe enirgilsi;tofr, Lla rrl] alni iidid the crouil.ttr.y
President oe Biden andtowardstheUS, butthey from the passivity and ofZionismwhichisathreatto timesthatwehavenothing canhielp Lebanontackiethetuelcrisisand power cutitis
’ theworld ofIslamandalsothe currently facing,

with 16 percent,
15 percent and 14

reported. ’ pushed themintoadelicate securityfromtheU.S.andthe coll'aboratlngw1ththeZlomst they cannotdetermine the thatthe USis the source of enerosi.tyan deoafterit the
Twenty-one percent situation. That is why the Zionistregime. Instead of regime. - fate of others.Itis eachand aremistaken, as Iran realgi;zedinthe nuc;gearissuétha};
of respondents back Americans have reached relyingonthemselves,their In my opinion, this is an everyoneofthe Palestinians theAmericar;s know nothine butto harm and thevare
other candidates the conclusionthattheycan people and their Muslim opportunity for the world whoshould determine their i helo the Israeli J dommi b y

' . , anveil their plan. However neighbours, they continue of Islam to realize that the —ownfate. seeking tohelp the Israeliregime dominate the region,
including 10 percent p ’ solution for the issue of Larijanisaid.Elsewhere in his remarks, he added that

for philanthropist
Tom Steyer and 9
percentfor Sen. Amy
Klobuchar (D-Minn.).
Sanders held an
overwhelming
advantage among
voters under age
45,whobacked him
at 64 percent, and
Hispanicvoters,who

supportedhimat66 ) . X i country.“Weknow thisliberation doesnotmeanthe end
percent. No other and Kushner thinkandsay, think some Arab heads of outto beavery auspicious ormassacrein South Africa. ofthe war or the crushing ofall plots or the end of terror
candidateregistered theyare notatall concerned statesljeacteddlsapprovmgl}f p'herllome.nf)n for foiling A.S forfl’alestme,ms.t(_ea(.i of orthesurrender ofthe enemy butit definitely rubs their
inthe double digits aboutanyone’srightsand tothe Dealofthe _Ce“t“rY ZlOHlStpOllCleS.. glvingin t‘{ the hurplllatlon nosesinthedirt,” Assad said, SANAreported.“Thisisa
for Hispanicsupport. they think of this planasa andwhydotheythinkthatit Pemocracy is a very famc_l _the increasing and preludetotheir (opposition forces’) final defeat, sooner
The independent [real estate] project. They Wouldhavereverseeffectfor important — player — as infinite pressures ex.ertfad orlater,’ headded.The renewed offensive to regain the
senator also has have cometo the conclusion theplo'Fters? well. Those whose cry of by t.he U.S.andthe Zionist | 155 rehelbastionin the northwest of Syria has allowed
the highest net that the Arab world is so FMZarif. Thestanceadopted - democracy has deafened regime, there are two Syrian forces to seize control of much of the countryside
favorability rate humiliated that they can by some of the heads of the world and who refer solutions that should be near Aleppo and to push deeper into the rebel-held

at 38 percent, with
68 percent having
afavorable view of
himand 30 percent
unfavorable.Warren
followed with a

35 percent net . < th 1 fpalesti province.

favorabilityrate era. In other words, there thingthathashappenedis therealownersofPalestine, be resolved. Last year, we . .

Sanders wonthe.N ow wouldbedesignatedregions that the dependent Arab butwhohavebeendisplaced registered with the United MP urges qulckevacuatlon Of
. . which would come out regimeshaveendeavoredin aroundtheworldshouldbe Nations the Supreme o

Hampshire primary ableto determine and make US tl'()()ps ﬁ'()lll reglon

lastweekand came
inaclosesecondto

Nevada wil.l be the ofthe Zionistregimeasthe incident showed that the thisproposal? familiar withit, asisalready 45 500N 45 possib{)e . i\/lember of National Secugrity
mostdiversestate for clausesspecifiedinthe ‘Deal - danger thatthe Arabworldis [Or by] The plan that the - familiarwithittosomeextent. and Foreign Policy C‘ommittee of Iranian Parliament
the 2020 candidates ofthe Century’are beyond ~ facedwithisinfactembodied - Supreme Leader of the When the "deal of the Mohammad Ebrahim Rezaei said in aninterview with

so far,so a Sanders
win would further
solidify him as a
front-runner.
TheDataforProgress
poll surveyed 766
likely caucus goers
between Feb. 12
and 15.The margin
of error is 3.4
percentage points.

Nearly 72,500 people nationwidehavebeeninfected by thenew
COVID-19strain ofthevirus, which firstemerged in December
beforespiralingintoanationwide epidemic, AFPreported.
Therewere 1,886 new casesreported Tuesday -adecline on
Monday's figure,and thelowestsingle-day figure of new cases
sofarthismonth.

Mostofthe deaths were in Hubei province, the hard-hit

thevirus-struck province since January 23.

China's national health authority has said the declining
numbersareasignthatthe outbreakisunder control.

World Health Organization chief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said the trend "must be interpreted very
cautiously”.Chinese health officials have urged patients who
recovered fromthe coronavirustodonateblood sothatplasma

Solution to question of Palestine is

IR discussesthe ‘Deal of the Century’ put

forward by US President Donald Trump

and presents the Islamic Republic’s

your opinion, what

the course of the pastyears
-particularlyinrecentyears
-notonlyhasthe Arabworld
adopted a passive outlook

havealsoallied themselves
withthe Zionistsagainstthe
[slamic country of Palestine.

until a few years ago, the
Americans were notinthe
same position; they did not
eventhinkofturningtheissue
ofPalestineintoareal estate
business and sacrificing
allthe desires, dreams and
essentialrights ofthe people
of Palestine for the sake of
their own construction
projects.

Onthebasis of what Trump

introduce suchadespicable
planastherightsofthe people
ofPalestine.

As a matter of fact, this
plan would turn Palestine
into something like the
Bantustansofthe apartheid

in the centre of occupied
Palestinein orderto control
itsinhabitants.Inthatdeal,

the ones suggestedin Oslo
and Madrid accords. In its
currentshape, the planwould
metamorphose Palestine
intosmall segments situated
amongthelandsencircled by
Zionistterritories. ltwould
even granttothe Zionistsall
thelandsdisputedsince 1967.
Trump’swishtoannexSyria’s
Golan Heights and Baytul-
Moqgaddas, Muslims’ capital,
tothe Zionistregime - these

are regions which did not
belong to the Zionists from

degradation ofthe Arabsin
the face of the Americans
and the Zionists. The Arab

topersistin their desire to
buy security fromthe U.S.As
forthe Americans, of course
they welcome it due to the
factthat forinstance, they
sellweaponsto SaudiArabia
worth 67 billiondollars, but
they also simultaneously
tradeits dignity in exchange
for selling weapons to the
country.

Interviewer: Why do you

Arab countries - who have
turned into the leaders of
the Arabworld today due to
the problems thatbig Arab
countriesare faced with -is
differentfromthatofthe Arab
people, but the important

recentyearstointroduce the
Islamic Republicasadanger
-afalseone-totheirpeople.

inthe currentmastersof Arab
countrieswhoviolate,atonce,
allthe dreams and rights of
the Palestinians while those
[Arab]leadersdonoteven
dare confrontthem. Instead of
adoptingapositioninsupport
of Palestine, they even goas
far as thanking Mr. Trump.
In fact, this is a message
to the Arab world that the
question of Palestine cannot
beresolvedwithsuchpolicies,

thatthey should turn their
backonthemand thatthey

danger ofthose individuals
who pursue the humiliating

Palestine turnsaround the
two pivots of democracyand
resistance. The goal of the
Resistanceis clear and the
Palestiniansareresistingas
well, buttodayall Palestinians
should express their
unanimous opposition to
the “Deal ofthe Century.” The
unityinside Palestine onthe
basis of resistance can turn

to the Zionist regime as
the only democracy in the
regionshouldbe preparedto
embracetherealdemocracy.
Whatdoesreal democracy
mean? [tmeansthatallthose
wholivein Palestine,whoare

decisionsfortheirown future.
Why are the advocates of

Revolution hasintroduced
inrecentyearsastheIslamic
Republic’s proposal for the
question of Palestine—
whichisnaturallyalogical
one?Whenasimilarplanwas
implemented in South Africa
and when apartheid was
eliminated asaresultofit,did
itlead to the massacre ofthe
white people? Why do they
wishto falsely promote the
notion thatthis planwilllead

tothe massacre ofthe Jews?
Hazrat-e Aqa [The Supreme

againsttheJewish peopleand
thatthe]Jewswhohavebeen
living in Palestine have the

In South Africa, all Africans
-including the blacks, the
whites and the people of
colour-were once divided
intodifferentgroupsandthey
were deprived ofthe human
righttolivetogether,butthey
decidedtoputanendtosuch
a system. Almost 30 years
have passed from [the days
of] thatsystem, but we have
notbeen witness to any war

pursued simultaneously, not
separately from oneanother.
Oneisresistanceand another
is democracy and popular
vote. If they put these two
solutions in practice, the
question of Palestine will

Leader’s proposal in the
United Nationsasan officially
recognized proposal, so that

century” wasjustaboutto
be unveiled, we promoted
the plan proposed by the
Supreme Leader of the
Revolution so thatthe world
would know that the only
solution for Palestineisnot
merely toviolate the rights
of the Palestinians and to
pursueasettlementproject,
thatratherthe only solution
istoasserttherightsofthe
Palestinians.

antibodies that can help
reducethevirusloadin critically
ill patients, an official from the
National Health Commission told a
pressbriefingMonday.Morethan 12,000
peoplehaverecoveredand beendischarged,according
tohealth commission figures.

Inapressconferencein Beirutlate on Monday, Larijani
underlined the need for expanding the bilateral ties

agreementsalready signed between Iranand Lebanon

would be able to solve problems faced by the country's
people.
Referring to Iran’s great technological capacities,

Hestressed thatthe soleway tosolve the problemsisthat
peoplestand united alongside the government'sresolve,

Hezbollahisagreatassetof Lebanonwhichhasblocked
theIsraeliregime'saggressionand tyranny.

Syria Army Gains Prelude
to Terrorists’ Final Defeat:
Assad

Syrian President Bashar Assad said his forces’ rapid
gainsin their ongoing major military offensive against
foreign-backed militants will presage the eventual
defeat of the nine-year insurgency againstthe Arab

and densely populated province of Idlib.“The battle to
liberate Aleppo and Idlib will continue as will the battle
toliberateall of Syrian soil,” Assad said.On Monday,
Syriantroops made significantadvances against the
last militant-held enclavesin the country’s northwest,
consolidating the army’s hold over the key Aleppo

Anlranianlawmaker rebuked the US’ warmongering
inthe Middle East, urging the quick evacuation of the

Mehr News Agency.“The Americans only understand
thelanguage of force; theybring nothingbutdestruction
and harm to the nations and infrastructures of any
country they enter,” Rezaeisaid.Underlining the need
foracollective efforttobootthe US from the region, the
parliamentariansaid, “The Americans pursuelong-term
goalsintheregion,and they will notleave the region
unless thereisaseriousresistance againstthem.”He
called ontheregional states tobe more aware and put
the USunder maximum pressure so thatitwillleave the
regioninno time.
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Iran'sattackon
AinAssadbase the
starting point

Commander of the
Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC)
Major General Hossein
SalamistressedthatIran's
attack on US Ain Assad
airbaseinIraqfollowing
the assassination of
martyr Qassem Soleimani
took place at a specific
geographicpoint, butthe
impact was global and
strategic.Americans have
alwaysbeenaccustomed
confronting any
country without
receiving a response,
but Iran's response
resulted in Washington's
miscalculations and
changedthe equations,”
he said.“The attack on
Ain Assad air base was
notourultimate strategic
response, butthe starting
point,” general Salami
added.

Iran's Vice Presidential Office for Science and Technology

is planning to help startups and knowledge-based

companies tap the market potentials of regional

countrieslike Russiaand Uzbekistan.

The event, slated for February 23 in
Tehran, can help startups and tech teams
offer their innovative products and
servicesinlarger markets, Isti.irreported.
Tech authorities atthe vice presidential
office are supposed to familiarize
attendees with the services offered to
knowledge-based companies for
expanding exports, forging commercial
and technological collaboration with
Russia, holding an exhibition of innovative
productsinthe fields of agriculture and
strengthening the role of Iranian tech
itemsin Uzbekistan’s market,according to
Financial Tribune.

Russia has hosted Iranian commercial
and tech delegations several timesin the
pastyear,including the 15th International
Aviation and Space Salon (also known
as MAKS Air Show) held in the city of
Zhukovskyinlate August 2019 and the
INNOPROM International Industrial Trade
Fairheldin Yekaterinburgin]July 2019.
Underlining the promising results of
the visits, Sorena Sattari, vice president
for science and technology, earlier told
reporters thatthe Russian tech firmshave
shown willingness in forging ties with
Iranian knowledge-based companies,
especiallyinthe fields of nanotechnology,
biotechnology, space and aviation,
cognitive sciencesand new energies.
Asaresult,anIranian knowledge-based
company signed a €2 million deal with a
Russian company onthe sidelines of MAKS
Air Show, headded.

Thisisalso the case with Uzbekistan, the
regional country thathas welcomed the
presence of [ranian innovative products
inits market.

Duringabusiness forumheld in Tashkent
inmid-December 2019, Uzbek Minister
of Innovative Development Ibrokhim

Larijani hails Iran's achievements in fighting

terrorism
Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani said on Tuesday that Iran helped
regional countries fight terrorism and achieved great success to establish
sustainable security in the region.Referring to good achievements made in the
international campaign against terrorism during his visitto Syriaand Lebanon,
Larijanisaid that Iran and Syria enjoy close cooperation in fighting terrorism.
Fortunately asaresult of efforts made, terrorism hasbeen hit seriously in the region.

He noted thatall Syrian officials and important figures emphasized [ran's vital role in fighting
terrorism.He said thathe held talks with Syrianand Lebanese governmental and parliamentary officials
onestablishing economic cooperation.

CBI chief: Iran's inclusionin FA'TF
blacklist, unlikely

Iranian Startups Setfor Foreign Forays

Abdurakhmonovand othersenior Uzbek
officials presentatthe eventexpressed
willingness to foster relations with Iran.
Some 100local companies attended the
forumaimed at promotinginteractions
with regional countries and discussing
prospects ofimplementingjointtrade,
economicand investmentprojects.

Both sides expected the development
of collaborations in academic and

technological spheres to further
strengthentiesbetweenthetwo countries.
ExportValue

Endeavorsto expand international tech
tiesare mostly aimed at curbing Iran's
dependence on oil-based revenues
and grow its technology ecosystem,
considering the economic hardships
imposed onIranduetothe USsanctions.
According to Sattari, the government
has putsupportforthe ecosystem high
on its agenda since President Hassan
Rouhanitookoffice duringhis firsttermin
2013.Since then, numerous startupsand
tech firms have beenable to flourish and
promote theirbusinesses, notonlyinthe
domesticbutalsoin foreign markets.
Sattarisaid the Iranian knowledge-based
companiesand tech firmshave earned 1
quadrillionrials ($7.4 billion) from the
exportoftechnological productsinthefirst
halfofthe currentIranianyear (started
March2019).

Henoted thattheincomehasbeenonan
upward trajectory over the pastseveral
years, increasing from 600 trillion rials
($4.4 billion) in the year ending March
2018t0 900 trillionrials ($6.7 billion)
lastyear. "Given the domestic potential
and the enthusiasm of tech teams, exports
will soonreach 5 quadrillion rials [$37.3
billion] and itisnota farfetched goal," he
added.

“The figures prove that the solution to
economic hardships facing Iran today
canbe foundinside and not outside the
country.”

Thevice presidential office reports that
more than 4,700 knowledge-based
companies operate in the country.

Treated Water: Last Option for Yazd
Industries

Yazd Regional Water Companyannually draws onemillion

cubicmetersofwater fromgroundwatersourcestosupply

industriesin Yazd Province, the company managing

directorsaid.

“We have problems allocating water
to large industries due to the lack
of resources in the province,” the
Energy Ministry news portal quoted
Mohammad MehdiJavadianzadeh as
saying.

“Thebestway toreplace groundwater
for industries is wusing treated
wastewater. Such projects usually take
atleastthreeyears,” Financial Tribune
quoted himassaying.

The declining pattern of groundwater
levelsin manyregions has become a
serious cause of concern.

Onaverage one billion cubic meters of
water is extracted from groundwater
sourcesin the arid central province
every yearresulting in severe water
deficitsin mostplains.

Groundwater overdraftcanlead to the
destruction of vegetation; increase
the possibility of dust storms, create
sinkholesin the plains, increase salt
contentin groundwaterand worsenland
subsidence.

Although industries are the biggest
employers and main contributors
tovalue added in the province, “the
agriculture sector tops the list of
water consumption with the lowest
employmentrates and value added,”
Javadianzadeh complained.

However, considering the role and
significance of the agricultural sector,
meaningful measures need to be taken
toimprove productivity in the sector,
hesaid, echoingthe views ofa growing
number of observersthatlran’sfarming
sectoris gradually becomingaliability
by refusing to modernize and using

wateritdoesnothave.

Yazd Regional Water Company has
adopted measuresincludinginstalling
smartmeters for water wells, restricting
cultivation of water-intensive crops,
improving farming methods, such as
promotingdripirrigation and sealing
illegal wells.

Projects to decrease groundwater
extractionin Yazd have helped reduce
therate of depletion of groundwater in
the plainsand aquifers.

Minimum Rainfall

Yazdisinthe center of Iran where two
deserts Dasht-e- Kavirand Dasht-e-Lut
meet. Due to thedryand arid climate
pluslongand near permanentdroughts,
Yazd needsresponsible and pro-active
managementand optimal use of the fast
depletingwaterresources.

The province hasayearly precipitation
of 49 millimeters and only 23 days of
rainfall.

Sincethebeginning ofthe currentwater
yearin September, Yazd had the lowest
amount of precipitation among the
31 provinces, with 44.9 millimeters of
rainfall.

The province hasapopulationof1.13
million.

Another projectthatisexpected to help
alleviate the water shortage in Yazd is
transferringwater from the Persian Gulf.
“One of our mostimportant objectives
ofthe projectisto supply water to the
industrial sector,” Javadianzadeh noted.
The first phase of the projecthas made
60% progress and is scheduled tobe
completed by the end ofthe year.

Upon completion ofthe first phase, 150
million cubic meters of seawater will be
supplied annually to the water-stressed
region.

The water will also be used for
greenhouse farming. It will benefit
farmers because they will be able to
grow crops withless water compared to
field cultivation.
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