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Iran’s foreign debt shrinks 3%
inninemonths: CBI

Accordingto the statistics of the Central Bank of Iran
(CBI),Iran’s foreign debts dropped by three percentin
ninemonthsofthe currentyear (fromMarch 21 toDec.
22).Iran’s foreign debtin this period hit$9.53 billion,
showingathree percentdeclineascomparedtothelast
year’scorresponding period.Accordingto the initial
maturity of debts, Iran’s foreign debtrate from March
21toDec.22hit$9.053billion, $7.548billion of which
isrelatedtothe mid-andlong-term debts.Moreover;, of
total $9.053 billionworth of foreigndebt, $1.505 billion
ofwhichisrelated tothe short-termdebts, CBladded.
Iran’stotaldebtsvolumefromMarch21toNov.22,2019
hit$9.018billion, the rate of which reached $9.053
billion, showingasignificant hike.Thisis while that
statisticsofIran’s foreign debtsbythe end oflastIranian
calendaryear (ended March 20,2019) hit$9.339billion,
therate of which showed thatIran’s total volume of
foreign debtshas decreasedinthe nine monthsofthe
currentyear (fromMarch21toDec.22,2019).

Commercial ships donotenter
Iranianports withescort;
Official

“Commercial ships need no special escortin Iranian
territorial waters,” said Allah Morad Afifipur, Managing
Director of Hormozgan Province’s Portsand Maritime
Organisation (PMO).Talkingto ILNAnewsagency on
Friday, the [ranian official confirmed that commercial
ships carryingcargo to [ranian ports enjoy safety and
theydonotenterIranian portswithescort.Hesaid that
recenttensions havenothad any effecton the number
ofincomingshipstoportsin Hormozgan province and
weareusingtheirmaximum capacity rightnow."At this
time, thelargestcontainership entered the Shahid Rajai
Port, breakingtherecord forunloading,”headded.
Shahid Rajai PortisIran’simportantand strategic
portlocated at 23 kilometers west of Bandar Abbas,
the provincial capital of Hormozgan, north of Qeshm
[sland and the vital Strait of Hormuz.Shahid Rajai Port
isalso one ofIran’s Special Economic Zone (SEZ) and
oneofthemostcrucialinternational transitcorridors
beingsituated atthe heartofthe International North-
South Transit Corridor (INSTC). This corridorlinks
the Indian Ocean to the Persian Gulf, the Caspian Sea
and then Russiaand north Europe.Accordingto Allah
Morad Afifipursome 1,611,000 tons ofnon-oil goods
were shipped through the portin the firstsixmonths
oftheyear.

Amountofforeigninvestments

in Iran's Khuzestan province
disclosed

Inquiries have been made regarding over $2.7 billion
of foreigninvestmentsin Iran's Khuzestan province
inthe currentlranianyear (beganonMarch21,2019)
sofar, Director General of Khuzestan Economic Affairs
and Finance Organization Mohsen Kavianisaid ata
pressconference.Accordingto Trend news, Forty-seven
percentorover $1.2 billion ofthese investments have
alreadybeenmade, Mohsen Kavianisaid.

Todate, 30 foreigninvestorshave obtainedlicensesto
operateinKhuzestan, Kavianiadded.

Theannual plan ontheamountofprovince'srevenues
was completed by 95 percentin the first 10 months
(fromMarch 21,2019toJan. 20,2020) ofthe current
[ranianyear,whichindicates 13 percentannualincrease,
Kavianisaid.Thetotal revenues of Khuzestan province
was 61 trillionrials (over $1.4 billion) in the first 10
monthsofthe current Iranian year, the director said,
addingthat90 percentoftherevenues werereceived
fromtaxes.

Inthe currentIranianyear, so far, 5.5 trillion rials
(roughly $130 million) of wageshave been paidinthe
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Mashad; Iran's second Health Tourism
destination

Mashadisthesecond-mostpopulouscityinlran

andisthe capital of Khorasan-e Razavi province.

[tisone ofthe mostimportantreligiousand

historical touristdestinationsinlranandlIran's

second Health Tourism destination.
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Hossein
Nikounam, Head
of the Board of
Health Tourism

NEWS

IS of

Professional
Association
Khorasan
Razavi, said on Saturday
that last year (March
21, 2018 - March
20, 2019), Mashad's
health tourists came
from 56 nationalities,
with majority of them
belonging to Iraqi and
Afghannationals.

He said each ofthese two
countries accounted for
more than 40% ofhealth
tourists arriving in the
city.

Rest of Mashad health
tourists are from other
countriesincludingOman,
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, UAE, Azerbaijan
and also European
countries, headded.

The Head of the Board
of Health Tourism
Professional Association
of Khorasan Razaviin his
interview added thatlast
year (March 21,2018 -
March 20, 2019), more
than 23,000 foreign
tourist-patientsreceived
surgical treatment
and 105,000 received
outpatient services in
Mashhad.

*** Mashad; Iran's most

popularreligious tourist
destination

Mashad is located in
northeastern Iran and
is close to the borders
of Turkmenistan and
Afghanistan. Mashad is
900 kmaway from Tehran,
the capital of Iran.

It used to be the major
oasis along the ancient
Silk Road and also the
capital of Iran during
the Afsharid dynasty.
Mashad is one of the
mostfamous citiesin Iran
whichreceivesthe biggest
number of tourists. Every
year, almost 345,000
peoplevisitthis city.

It is mostly known as
areligious city because
many tourists come to
visit the Holy Shrine
of Imam Reza (AS), the
eighth Imam of Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH)
Infallible Household.
However, there are
many other great tourist

attractionsin Mashhad.
The abundance of luxury
hotels, traditional hotels
and relatively cheap
hotels in Mashhad has
madeiteasy for domestic
and foreign tourists to
stayin this city.

Mashad International
Airportisone ofthe most
convenient airports in
Iran, and thousands of
passengers daily arrive
in Mashad through this
airport, while many
passengers travel to the
citybytrain, busor private
car.

Recently too, foreign
health tourists who
enjoyed Iranian medical
servicesinthelastIranian
year (March 21,2018 -
March 20, 2019) stood
at 500,000 to 550,000,
Head of the office for
health tourism of the
Ministry of Health and
Medical Education Saeed
Hashemzadeh said on

Monday,Nov 18,2019.
Saeed Hashemzadeh said
thatthe number of foreign
health tourists visiting
Iraninthe currentIranian
year will definitely be
higher,adding thatabout
72,000 of the patients
were hospitalized and the
restreceived outpatient
services.Hashemzadeh
said that Iran can host
up to 2.5 million health
tourists every year.

He said that 70 percent
of the patients coming
to Iran demand
services in obstetrics
and gynecology,
ophthalmology,
orthopedics, cardiology,
plastic surgery, and 30
percentin otherbranches
ofmedicine.

Headded thatthe figures
arevariable in terms of
alternative medicine
services provided by
the hospitalsand other
medical centers.

2019.

Iranproduces 2.0Smnbpd of crudein
Jan.2020: OPEC

Accordingtothelatestreportof OPEC, Iran produced 2.086 millionbarrels
ofcrudeoil perdayinthefirstmonthof2020.
The figure showsadecrease 0f9,000 barrels compared to December

Accordingtothe samereport, OPECmembers produced 28.859 million
barrelsofcrudeinjanuary 2020, while the figure showsafall of 509,000
barrelsincomparisonwith the monthbefore.
Iran's crude oil price stood at $2.61in the said time,down -1.9 percent

OnFebruary8,Iranian Minister of Oil Bijan Namdar Zangeneh said the
country could supportdeeper cutsin crude oil output ofthe Organization

ofthe Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) ifamajority ofthemembers

agreed withit.

Zangenehsaidifanearlyministerialmeetingwastobeheld,anagreement

duringthe meeting.

globalmarket,”heargued.

hadtobemade priortothe meetingratherthandiscussinganagreement

“Ifthereisno prioragreement,itwould be futile to attend ameeting
withoutanagreementbecause thiswould helplowerthe oil pricesinthe

“Theymayreducethe outputasmuchastheywouldwantto,”he saidwhen

Sunday,February 16, 2020, No. 442

ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News

Iran’s Share
of Global
Halal Market
at Less Than
1%

Iran accounts for
less than 1% of the
global trade of halal
products,according
to the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution's
representative in the
Agriculture Ministry.
“The global halal
market  turnover
amounts to around
$4 trillion per year,
yet Iran’s share
in this market is
meager. Iranians
account for 4-5% of
the world’s Muslim
population and we
areneighboringmore
than 350 million
Muslimsintheregion,”
Reza Taqavi wasalso
quoted as saying by
Mehr News Agency.
The officialadded that
Iranhasthe capacityto
increaseits shareand
provide halal products
for this huge and
expanding market.

PMI Data:
Iranian
Economy
Remainsin

Recession

Purchasing Managers
Index in the 10th
month of the current
fiscal year (Dec.
22, 2019-Jan. 20)
settled at 44.26,
indicating thatIran’s
economy remainsin
recession,according
to the Statistics
and Economic
Analysis Center of
the Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries,
Minesand Agriculture.
The center has
measured PMI, known
by its Farsi acronym
Shamekh, for the
country’seconomy as

compared to December2019. askedaboutIran’sstance ondeepening OPECoutputcuts.

awhole overthelast
three months.The
overall PMI for the
economy improved
from 42.27 in the
monthendingNov. 21,
2019,t048.22 inthe
monthendingDec.21,

province,Kavianiadded.

Solution: NO 427

NO 428

____News |
Money Supply Skyrocketing

N
(o

Liquidity in Iran crossed yearinMarch2019. .

22,623 trillionrials ($165 While the monetary base .2019,butslldtoé.l4.26
. . . inthemonthleadingto

billion) attheend ofthethird has remained unchanged Jan. 20.

Iranian quarter (Dec21) compared to the earlier

Liquidity in Iran crossed month, juxtaposing

22,623 trillionrials ($165 monthly CBIreportsreveals

billion, calculated as per a steady increase in the o}

137,000rialstoadollar)at unprecedented pace of

the end of the third Iranian liquidity growth. GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE

quarter (Dec21),the Central CBIhad stopped publishing 1,573.7$

BankoflIranreported.

The figure shows 28.2%
growth compared to the
corresponding month last
year. Liquidity grew 20.2%
since ofthe end of last fiscal

monthly data on money
supplyand other economic
indices in August 2019
before publishing several
monthlyreportsinseparate
reportson Thursday.
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Iranwillingto
reverseJCPOA

stepsif EU
maintains trade:
Zarif

Foreign Minister
Mohammad]Javad Zarif
saysIranwillbewilling
toreverseitsnuclear
countermeasures
if Europe meets its
nuclear commitments
towards Tehran by
maintainingtradeties.
Speakingtoreporters
on the sidelines of
the Munich Security
Conference on Friday,
Zarifsaid “Iranisready
to reverse its JCPOA
countermeasures
in proportion to the
measures taken by
Europe.”

Iran will decide
whether  Europe’s
measuresinthisregard
are sufficientto slow
downorreversesome
of the already taken
countermeasures, Zarif
stressed.
“IfEuropemeetsIran's
economic interests,
Tehran would be
willingtoreturntoits
commitments to the
2015nucleardeal,” he
said.
Zarifwentontoclarify,
“We are not talking
about humanitarian
goods. Wearetalking
about the rights of
the Iranian people
to receive economic
benefits.”
“Iranhassufferedalot
undertheUSsanctions,
but if Europe takes
meaningful steps, we
will also reverse our
countermeasures,”
Zarifmaintained.
Iran began the
countermeasures in
Mayontheanniversary
of the United States
withdrawal  from
its 2015 nuclear
agreementwith major
world powers.Thedeal
wassignedinVienna
in 2015 between the
Islamic Republicand
the P5+1 group of
statescomprisingthe
US, the UK, France,
China,and Russiaplus
Germany.
Iransetoffthe nuclear
countermeasures to
retaliate against the
US withdrawal and
its subsequent re-
impositionofsanctions,
but also to prompt
the deal’s European
sides to meet their
commitments under
the JCPOA to keep up
theirtradewith Tehran
despite Washington’s
bans.

Jj(;' Commander: Iran’s Military

Strategy Based on Deterrence
AnIranian Army commander said the Islamic Republic’s
military strategy has been founded on deterrence in
such away thatthe enemies would notdare toapproach
the Iranian borders.Speakingatan award ceremony for
Army cadets on Saturday, Deputy Chief of [ran’s Army for
Coordination Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari said the
Islamic Republic’s military strategyis based upon defense
and deterrence.

“Deterrence means we should getso strongthatthe enemy

would notdare to closein on us,and we could strongly take
partininternational negotiations,” headded.

“We mustbecome so powerful thatno country would even
thinkofapproachingourborders,” the commander stated.
Sayyarialso emphasized thatIran’s military power poses
no threatto any country and is meant only to ensure
security.“Over the past forty years and under all the
pressures, we have manufactured advanced equipment
and will never give up,” the general added.

Lastweek, Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei stressed the need to build up Iran’s
military power to preventa war and counter threats.

Zarifsays'T'rump is responsible for
escalation with Iran

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifsaid on Saturday that US President
Donald Trumpisresponsible for escalation
with Iran and it is up to Trump to de-
escalate by lifting the inhumane sanctions
onlran.

Speaking to the
US TV, 'NBC', Zarif
said, "Well, the
United States hit
atthe wrongplace,
atthe wrongtime,
and these are the
consequencesand we can't
controlthe consequences,nor
canthe United States."

[ mean, people are
responsible  for  the
consequences of their

NEWS

couldnotbullyIran.”

Elsewhereinhisremarks, noted.

AftertheUSescalationinthe

Ayatollah Khamenei
reiterated that Iran would
notthreaten any country
or nation, but seeks to
protectits security and
preventthreats.
Beingweakwill encourage
the enemy to take action
against Iran, the Leader
warned, adding, “In order for a
war notto break outand for threats to
finish, one mustgetstrong.”

NEWS

Racefor Parl.inTehran
enters new stage as main
rivals offer candidates’

lists

The 11th Parliamentelection will be held on
Friday and like every other period, the race for
30 seats of Tehran hasits own sensitivity and
significance.

Principalists offered their 30-candidate list on
Friday. Presenting thelist, Gholam-Ali Haddad
Adel, the chairman of the Council of Islamic
Revolution Forces Alliance, called on the people
of Tehran to vote for thelistin the upcoming polls.
Former Tehran Mayor, Mohammad Bager Qalibaf,
and Mostafa Aqa-Mirsalim who both ran for the
12th Presidential electionin 2017 are top on the
list.

Onthe otherside of the race, seven reformist
parties have established ‘coalition for Iran’. Faraj
Kimjani, the head of the election campaign of the
coalition, said in a presser on Saturday that this
coalition hasbeen formed to hold a competitive

actions and I think people
who initiated this, need to
walkback."

"It's unfortunate that the
United States, based on
misinformation, based on
ignorance and arrogance,
combinedonacoursethathas
broughttheregionveryclose
tothebrink," Zarifsaid.
CommentingonIranmissile
attackonUSbaseinIraqafter
theUSterroristattackagainst
motorcade of Commander of
theIslamic RepublicofIran
to assassinate Lieutenant
General Qasem Soleimani,
hesaid "We wanted to show
tothe United Statesthatthey

Henoted: "Actions against
Iranwillhaverepercussions,
buttheintention wasnotto
killanybody."

"Theintentionwastosenda
message,avery clearmessage

Zarifreferredtodeciphering
the information of the
crashed Ukrainian plane,
saying: " We have asked for
help, whyhaven'tthe United
States helped us? Thisisa

to the United States, thatif humanitarian issue. Why

theykill Iranians, we will hit
back"Elaboratingon General
Soleimani's mission, Iranian
topdiplomatsaid: "Soleimani
wasworkingat"containing
people from engaging in
actual military operations
againstanybody."

"This was hisjob. This was
whathe was tryingto do, to
contain the situation,” he
added.

haven't they given us the
software? Why haven'tthey
givenustheexpertise?"
"There are still a lot of
unknowns. That's why we
wantmorethananybodyelse
toknowwhatisintheblack
box, to know whatactually
happened.”
"Wewillnottouch the black
box without the presence
ofallinterested parties," he

Middle Eastby assassinating
Iran's Lieutenant-General
Qasem Soeimani, the country
tookreciprocalactionandhit
the USairbase in Iraq with
missiles.Iran's military had
beenputonalertto counter
any US adventurism. But
unintentionally,a Ukrainian
Boeing 737 was shot down
near Tehran minutes after
takeoff.

Iranian officials have
admitted thathuman error
was the cause of downing
the passenger plane and
expressed regret and
apologized forthetragedy.

UN Envoy Raps

US Disinformation
Campaign against
Iran

Iran’'sambassador to the United Nations
denounced the US’ “disinformation
campaign” against Tehran and denied
the Americanallegations thatthe Islamic
Republichasbeenbehind an attack on
Saudi Arabia’s oil installations.“US
disinformation campaign vs Iran
continues,” Majid Takht-Ravanchisaidin
apostonhis Twitteraccounton Friday.In
somewhattwinattacks targetingIranin
asingle day, the US military claimed that

one ofits warships had seized Yemen-
bound weaponsbelieved tobe of Iranian
“design and manufacture,” while the
American mission to the UN skewed one
ofthe world body’sreportsto flesh out
aclaim by Washington and its allies that
Iranhad struck Saudi Arabian oil facilities
lastSeptember.“Apartfromabsurd claims
thatIranian weaponsbound for Yemen
wereseized, USmisusesaUNreporttosay
Iranisresponsible foranattack on Saudi
oilfacilities,” the Iranian UN envoy added,
Press TVreported.The USmilitary claimed
thatits guided-missile cruiser Normandy
had commandeered avesselladen with
theweapons,whichitpurportedwere 150
anti-tankguided missilesand three surface-
to-air missiles.Despite routinely hailing

Yemeni forces for their decisive defense
oftheimpoverished countryagainstan
ongoing US-backed Saudi-led war, Tehran
hasinvariablyrejected any allegations by
Washingtonandits allies of ever arming
those forces.The American diplomatic
mission, meanwhile, seized onaJanuary
27 reportbythe UN Panel of Experts on
Yemen thathad ruled outthelikelihood
that Yemen's Houthi Ansarullah popular
defense movement had launched the
reported attacksagainstaplantbelonging
to SaudiArabia’s Aramco oil giantin the
kingdom's far east.The mission said the
panel’sfindings, therefore, “reinforcesthe
conclusion of the United States, France,
Germany,and the United KingdomthatIran
bearsresponsibility.”

electioninline with the country’s interests.
Threats from foreign countries require us to have
alive significantelection, he said.

Majid Ansari, head of the Association of
Combatant Clerics, and Mostafa Kavakebian,
the secretary-general of Mardomsalari party
(Democracy Party), are among the main figures
ofthelist.

The election campaigns officiallybeganinIranat
00:00 Thursday (20:30 GMT, Wednesday), and
willlastuntil the end of next Wednesday, February
19.The nationwide votes for the parliamentand
the midterm election of the Assembly of Experts
will be held simultaneously on Friday, February
21.The campaigns for the Assembly of Experts
midterm election had already begun on February
6.

Atotal of 7,148 candidates, including dozens
of Iranians from the religious minorities, are
running for the parliament. There are 290 seats
inthe parliamentup forgrabs.

In capital Tehran, 1,453 candidates are contesting
oneofthe 30allocated seats on thelegislature.
The lawmakers are elected for a 4-year term,
withno limitation for the incumbent or former
parliamentarians torun again.

Also peoplein five provinces, North Khorasan,
Khorasan Razavi, Fars, Tehran and Qom are going
toelect7 candidates running for the midterm
election ofthe 88-member Assembly of Experts, a
high-rankingbody thatelectsleaderofthe Islamic
Revolution.Members ofthe assembly are directly
elected to office by people for an eight-year term.
Itholds biannual meetings to appointa new
chairman. Top Iranian officials have repeated
calls over the pastweeks for ahigh turnoutin the
elections.

WHO Chief'Says Joint
Mission with Chinaon Novel

Coronavirus Moving Forward
World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus on Friday said that the
international joint mission with China on the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) is moving forward, with the full
team expected toreach China over the weekend.
Speaking through an online video system from Kinshasa,
capital of the Democratic Republic of Congo, the WHO
chieftold a press briefing that the team consists of 12
internationaland WHO experts and a similar number of
their Chinese counterparts.

"The China mission will include in-depth workshops'
datareview, a series of meetings with key national
level institutions and field visits in three provinces to
understand the application and impact of response

activities at province and country levels, includingurban
andrural areas,” he said, Xinhuanews agencyreported.
Tedros said that one of the goals of the joint mission is
torapidly inform (the public of) the nextstepsin the
COVID-19response and preparedness activitiesin China
and globally.

"Particular attention will be paid to understanding the
transmission of the virus, the severity of disease and the
impactofongoingresponse measures," he said.
Furthermore, he said, itwill be importantto review which
type ofinformation isneeded so that the world can use
thiswindow of opportunity to prepare health systems and
workers for possible outbreaks.

"l wantto say again from my heartthatthisis the time for
solidarity notstigma,”he stressed atthe end ofhisopening
speech.

Earlier this week, the WHO head urged countries to calm
down, saying that "no panic, no fear,and try to do the right
things with solidarity."

isdoingmany good things that
(are) slowingthevirus,and the facts speak for themselves,"
hesaid. "Thishastoberecognized,and the whole world s
seeingthis."




Irannotintending to attack any country: Cmdr
Coordinating Deputy of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army Rear Admiral
Habibollah Sayyarisaid on Saturday thatIran's doctrine isbased on defense
and deterrence so Irannever seeks toattack any other country.

He made the remarksin the closing ceremony of the scientific competitions of O

the Iranian Army here on Saturday.

Referringto the Supreme Leader'sassertion that [ran needs to get stronger to

avoid wars, Sayyarisaid [ran needs to get stronger to be able to sit with more strength

10000 Rials

attheinternational negotiation tables,.The enemy should know thatiftheyinvade Iran, they

willreceive a crushing response which will make themrepenttheiractions, he said. Sayyari
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Zarifsays Trump

isresponsible for NEWS
Iran
escalation with Iran —c—
. .0 Badadvice
WHO Chief'Says Joint toTrump
Mission with Chinaon leadshimto
Novel Coronavirus lnal.&e.wrong
. decisions: Iran
Moving Forward o ™
. . Iran’s  Foreign
Commercial shipsdo Minister,
notenter Iranian ports MohammadJavad
Zarif referred

to US President’
policies, stressing
thatbad advice has
led him to make
wrongdecisions.
Zarif  pointed
to part of his
interview with
Evening call to prayer: NBC News'’
Richard Engeland

18:06:57 said, “Bad advice
to  President
Trumphasled him
tomake the wrong
decisions. And
thus, the end of
the United States
intheregion has
already begun”.

with escort; Official o

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:
05:24:33

Noon call to prayer:
12:17:25

added thatIranshould become strong enough so thatno country could contemplate attacking Iran or

Iran’s foreign debt shrinks %e in nine
months: CBI

China Sees 2.641 New Coronavirus Cases, 143

Deaths

More than 2,600 new cases were confirmed from

a coronavirus outbreakin mainland China, health

officials said on Saturday, a day after people returning

tothe capital from holidays were ordered to quarantine

themselves for 14 days.

The total of confirmed infections across
mainland Chinawasnow 66,492 after 2,641
new cases were confirmed, as of Friday, the
National Health Commission said.

The deathtollroseby 143to 1,523, itsaid,
with most of the new deaths in central
Hubei province and in particular the
provincial capital of Wuhan, the city of 11
million people where the outbreakbegan
inDecember.

National Health Commission official
Liang Wannian told anews conference
the government would continue to try to
containthe spread of virusin Wuhan, which
hasbeenunder virtuallockdown for three
weeks.The commission was focused on
lowering the fatality rate and reducing the
infectionrate, Liangsaid.

The numberofdeathsin Hubeirose by 139
asofFriday, 107 ofthosein Wuhan. A total of
1,123 peoplein Wuhan have now died from
the coronavirus.

China is struggling to get the world's
second-largest economy going after
the Lunar New Year holiday, which was
extended by 10 days to help contain the
virus.

Chinawould maintainaprudentmonetary
policy and help companies resume
production as soonas possible, the vice
governor of the central bank told anews
conference.

The official Beijing Daily newspaper said
people failing to obey government orders
to quarantine themselves onreturn from
the holidays would be punished. Butit
was notimmediately clear how that would
be enforced, or whether the restrictions

would apply tonon-residents or foreigners
arriving fromabroad.

"Fromnow on, all those who have returned
to Beijing should stay athome or submit
to group observation for 14 days after
arriving," Beijing's virus prevention
working group saidinanotice cited by the
Beijing Daily.

"Those who refuse to accept home or
centralized observation and other
prevention and control measures will be
held accountable underthelaw," it said.
Thenumber oftrade fairs, sportseventsand
industry conferencesin Chinaand overseas
thathave been affected by the spread of the
virus continued toincrease.

International Business Machines Corp said
on Fridayithad canceledits participation
inthe RSA cyber security conference in
SanFranciscoatthe end of February dueto
coronavirus-related concerns.

Earlier, Facebook Incsaid ithad canceled
its global marketing summit scheduled
fornextmonth, alsoin San Francisco, over
worryaboutthe samerisks.

The Mobile World Congress (MWC),
the annual telecoms industry gathering
in Barcelona, was also canceled after a
mass exodus by exhibitors linked to the
coronavirus.

Organizers of next week's gymnastics
World Cup in Melbourne said on Saturday
the entire Chinese team had pulled outdue
totravelrestrictions.

A top Chinese official, in an interview
with Reuters, acknowledged that the
coronavirus was a huge challenge, but
defended the government's management
of the epidemic and lashed out at the
"overreaction" of some countries.

State Councilor Wang Yi, who also serves
as China's foreign minister, said China
had taken decisive measures to fight the
epidemic, many goingbeyond international
health regulations and World Health
Organization (WHO) recommendations.
"Through our efforts the epidemicis overall
under control," he said.

“Majestic Iran” salutes travel, culture
enthusiasts and exhibitgoers

Theresults ofthelongterm studies, as well as thematic

analysis, prove that the contract farmingaid farmers

toreduce therisks due to the price fluctuations and
guaranteesthe crop sale. Notwithstanding,itcould bring
negative consequencesincludingunpredictableriskssuch

asdeformation oftheagriculturalnormalstructure dueto

increasingthe consumers' purchasingpower.

The 13th Tehran International Tourism
Exhibition opened on Feb. 12 with all hopes
towellintroduce lesser-known destinations,
services and travel businesses, yet to offer
pocket-friendly travel packages to the visitors.
“MajesticIran” has been picked as the motto
ofthe exhibit, which this yearin aninnovative
approach is being held concurrent with
the 33rd National Handicrafts Exhibition
at the Tehran Permanent International
Fairground till February 15.0rganizers say
the synchronization could helpboost synergy
among the two sectors as people have the
chancetovisitthem maybe a day-longvisit!

A total of 12 exhibition halls have been
dedicated to the event, divided to hundreds of
boothsand stands running by travel agencies,
airlines, seaorrail companies, entrepreneurs,
startups, banks, insurance brokers, agents
or hospitals in charge of health, medical
tourism, sports clubs, pilgrimage & eco-
tourism companies, representatives ofhotels,
guesthouses, touristvillages, and free zones to
name a few.Several hallshave been dedicated
to craftspeople, artisans, live performers and
tribespeople who are coming together from
every corner of the ancientland to promote
skillsinherited from generation to generation.
Thoughits main goal of the sales exhibitis
to make money and sails of the handicrafts,
souvenirs, foodstuff,and various otherregional
products, itcanreallybe avenue for dialogue
between exhibitors and visitors and even
visiting officials.

Such face-to-face talks may summon up powers
ofinspiration and enable artisans to come up
with asolution to make more and more novel

orapplied designs.

Like previous editions, the 33rd National
Handicrafts Exhibition is showcasing arrays
of personal ornamentation, woodwork,
illuminated manuscript, miniature, textile
printing, enamel, leatherwork, handwoven
textile, calligraphy, traditional musical
instrument, metalwork,and marquetryamong
tens of others while nomadic culinary arts,
live workshops, and performances will be
gathering own fans every corner.

Handicraft exports from Iran reached $146
million since the beginning of the current
Iranian calendaryear (started March 21,2019),
tourism ministry announced last month.

Iran was ranked the third fastest-growing
tourism destinationinthe globein 2019, with
27.9 percentgrowth year on year, according
tothelateststatistics released by the United
Nations World Tourism Organization
(UNWTO).Some eight million foreign nationals
have visited Iran since the beginning of the
currentlranian calendaryear (March21,2019)
despite [U.S.] sanctions and a sharp decline
in flights by some foreign airlines, tourism
minister Ali-Asghar Mounesan announced
earlier thismonth.

The country welcomed some 7.8 million foreign
nationalslastyear,achievinga 52.5 percent
increaseyearonyear.

InJanuary, Mounesanissued a statement,
invitingall travelersand holidaymakers to visit
theancientland, saying that the country-size
guesthouseiswholeheartedly ready to receive
tourists fromaround the world.

He emphasized thatthe [ranian government
istryingitsbestto hostincoming tourists by
improving tourism infrastructure, offering
attractiveand pocket-friendly packages, as well
asincentives such as visawaivers or 90-day
visasonarrival.
ThelslamicRepublicexpectstoreapabonanza
fromitsnumerous touristspots,including 22
ones thathave been placed onthe UNESCO
World Heritage list. Under the 2025 Tourism
Vision Plan, the country aims to increase the
number of touristarrivals from 4.8 millionin
2014to 20 millionin 2025.
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