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attractions

LAl L
Niasar Fire
Temple

Niasar boasts a well-
preserved Sassanian-
era fire temple. With
each of its four sides
alignedtothesolstice,
this pre-Islamictemple
isone of the few non-
Indian temples still
standingand itshows
how the practice of
buildingadome ontop
ofasquareinfluenced
mosque design. The
Parthian-era  cave
nearby was builtas a
Mithraisttemple. Built
onthe summitofahill,
this Zoroastrian fire
temple (ateshkadeh)is
believed tohavebeen
builtby Ardashir], the
founderofthe Sasanian
dynasty.

Thetempleisasimple
square pavilion, with
adome carried onfour
heavy piersjoined by
arches. The arches
were built simply by
bridging the piers,
without a keystone.
Characteristic of
Sasanianarchitecture,
this technique is also
seen atalarger scale
atthe Taqg-iKisra.The
dome, which only
coversthe centerofthe
pavilion,israised ona
low, square drum set
infromthe piers. Four
smallsquinchesbrace
thecornersofthedrum
ontheinside. Thereis
a small window on
eachside ofthe drum.
Rubble stone and
plasterwerereinforced
with reeds grown on
thesiteto constructthe
pavilion. The dome was
constructed of rubble
stone and gypsum
mortar, with the
supportofwoodenribs.
Although fire temples,
such as the Chahar
QapuatQasr-iShirin,
were built with living
quartersforpriests, the
templeatNiasarstands
alone. Referred to as
chahartaq,thedomed
paviliontypology ofthe
firetemplesremained
inuseduringthelslamic
period,as exemplified
by the garden pavilions
(hashtbihisht) of the
Safavids.

Thereisaninteresting
pointin the structure
ofthefiretemple: some
of the stones used in
thebuildinghave older
and different cutthan
others. These stones
had been quarried
from a cave down the
temple for use in the
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Imam Mosque:
Visually Stunning Monument

o8 ISFAHAN
wimd N E W S

Atthe end ofthe Imam Square
is the huge gateway to the
Imam Mosque, flanked by
two turquoise minarets. The
richness of thismosque’s blue-
tiled mosaic designs and its
perfectly proportioned Safavid-
eraarchitecture formavisually
stunning monument to the
imagination of Shah Abbas
and the ability ofhisarchitect.

The construction of the mosque,
commissioned by Shah Abbas,beganin1611
inmemory ofhisancestor Shah Tahmasp.It
was totally finished in 1638, tenyears after
the death of Shah Abbas. Little has changed
since. Thismonumentisthelargestofthose
attributed to Shah Abbas,and he considered
ithismasterpiece.Inhisimpatience to see
itfinished, he hurried the pace of work by
adoptinga previously little-used method
of glazed tilework decoration, known as
haftrangi. Asaresult, some sections of the
mosqueare decorated with the technique
oftile mosaicand others with polychrome
paintedtiles.Although each ofthemosque’s
parts is a masterpiece, it is the unity
ofthe overall design thatleavesalasting
impression. The original purpose of the
much-photographed entrance portal had
more to do withitslocation onthe square
than with the mosque’s spiritual aims.
Its function was primarily ornamental,
providinga counterpointto the Qeysarieh

Must-seesitesinIsfahan

Portalatthe entrancetothebazaar-e Bozorg.
Finishedin 1616, thisis one ofthelargest
pishtaqinIran (about 27 meters high).
The foundation stonesare of white marble
from Ardestan and the portalitself, some
30m tall, is decorated with magnificent
moarraqKashi (mosaicsfeaturinggeometric
designs, floral motifs, and calligraphy) by
themostskilled artists of the age. Thelarge
inscriptionaround the archisthe work of
the great Safavid calligrapher from Tabriz,
AliReza Abbasi,whojoined the entourage of
Shah Abbasaround 1593.He quicklybecame
one ofthe best-known courtcalligraphers
and hiswork canbe seen onall Shah Abbas’
greatmonumentsin Esfahanand Mashhad.
Hisstyleis characterized by greatclarityand
asharpsense of proportion and was often
imitated by laterartists. Here he used the
technique of writinga text on two or more
superimposed lines, atechnique typical
ofthe thulth scriptfrequently used for the
decorationof mosquesand tombs duringthe
Timurid and Safavid periods.

The splendid niches contain complex
stalactite moldings in a honeycomb
pattern; each panel hasits ownintricate
design. Although the portal was built to
face the square, the mosque is oriented
towards Meccaand ashort,angled corridor
neatly connects the square and the inner
courtyard, withits poolforritual ablutions
and four imposingiwans. The walls of the
courtyard containthe mostexquisite sunken
porches, framed by haftrangi (paintedtiles)
ofdeep blue and yellow. Eachiwanleads
intoavaulted sanctuary. The eastand west
sanctuariesare covered with particularly fine

floralmotifs onabluebackground.

The main sanctuary is entered via the
southiwan. Find yourselfaquietcornerin
whichtositand contemplate the richness
ofthe domed ceiling, with its goldenrose
pattern (the flower basket) surrounded

by concentriccircles ofbusymosaicsona The splendic!
deepbluebackground. Theinterior ceiling niches contain
is 36.3m high, but the exterior reaches up complo.?x
to51mduetothe double-layering usedin stalqc‘nte.
construction. UnlikethedomeoftheMosque ~ Moldingsina
of Shaykh Lotfollah, where both shellsare ~honeycomb
pattern;each

builtparalleltooneanotherandbeginatthe
samelevel, herethe shellsstartatdifferent

heights; thus the WINDOWS which, onthe ~ ntricatedesign.

outside, are setin the drum, are to be found Althoughthe

inthe curve ofthe domeitselfon theinside. portql was

Thehollowspaceinbetweenisresponsible built toface

fortheloud echoes heard when you stamp thesquare,

your footon the black paving stones under .the mosque

the centerofthe dome. Although scientists ' oriented

have measured up to 49 echoes, onlyabout towards Mecca
andashort,

12areaudibletothehuman ear-morethan
enough foraspeakertobeheard throughout
themosque. The marble mihraband Minbar
(pulpitofamosque) are also beautifully
crafted.

Tothe eastand west of the main sanctuary
arethe courtyards oftwo madrasahs. These
madrasahs are composed of a central
rectangular courtwith trees surrounded
byrooms for the students. Asin the main
courtyard, the entire surface of the walls is
decorated with glazedtiles; the motifsinthe
southeastcourt,in cobaltblue and bright
yellow, are particularly fine. Both provide
good VIEWS of the main dome with its
glorious profusionofturquoise-shadedtile.

thesquare
andtheinner

ablutions and
fourimposing
iwans.

WHERETO STAY

Nargol House: House
Surrounded By Pomegranate

Trees

“Welcome to Iran. We hope you have alovely stay
and thatyou spend some memorable moments
in Esfahan. My wife and [ are happy to welcome
youin our traditional residence in Isfahan. We
wantto show you Iranian culture, Iranian life, local
home-made food, Iranian famous hospitality and
traditional music. Stay with us for a few days. This
traditional home is 350 years old. We restored it
completely to high standardsand we pride ourselves
ofitscleanliness. Theresidenceissituated in the city
center. We offerhome-madelocal foods for breakfast,
lunch anddinner”

"See whattravelers are saying:
Plccmade Paris, France:Marvellous guesthouse
inIspahan
We spent a wonderful time with Forouzeh and
Amir, they’re the besthosts we’ve ever met. This
placeislovely and calm yet 5mn away by taxi from
the main square.Don’t missit!Thankyou so much
for contributing to make our experience in Iran
unforgettable!
Diego T:Bestplace to stay in Esfahan
Amazingplace to stay in Esfahan. You will feel like
home. The family thatowns the placeisjustamazing.
Dontskipthisplaceifyouaratravellingaround Iran.
Thehouseisahistorical place and the bestlocal food
youcanevertryinlran.
Hilda Marije I:Nice stay with beautiful yard
Wehad aniceand pleasantstay. Itisagood placeif
youwantsome place foryourselfand a quietstay. The
yardisbeautiful, dormsare good quality. Placeisnot
soeasyto find, make sure you save the address/map.
Address: Number 26,mojtaba kharaziha
alley,majid shekarshad Street,Jahad
Avenue,Isfahan

panel hasits own

angled corridor
neatly connects

courtyard, with
its pool forritual

I SafaHouse
The Safahouseisa350-year-old

Kashan (7km), The nearest guest
house to Maranjab desert & saltlake
alsoNoosh Abadunderground city.

historical house in Aran& Bidgolnear

WHERETO EAT

Messo Qali Cafe:Lovely Coffee
Bar ,Amazing People

Aquietcafebeside naghshejahansquare.outdoorand
indoorseatslocal and international meals coffee tea
and cold drinks.

“ Seewhattravelersare saying:

Mike H,Warsaw, Warszawa, Poland: Nice place to
hangout- careful,big portions!

Justoffthe Westside of Nagsh-e Jahan Square, tucked
away inacourtyard is this delightful cafe with avery
friendly staff. Anice place to hang outbefore goingback
tothe marketsandsites. had amilkshake and some
carrotcake, which were delicious onahotday, butfar
toobigtofinish.Ivisitedanumberof cafesin Esfahan for
over 2daysand thiswasthebest-the person proprietor
was especially helpful with heradvice on the bestfood
and drink combination. Highly recommended.
JustineR14,Brussels, Belgium: Lovely café

This caféisverywelllocated. Rightnextto the bigsquare
butsuper peaceful. The drinksareamazingand the food
isverygood (homemade cakes!). The ownerislovely
and even speaks French! Definitely, my favorite place to
takeabreakinIsfahan.

JulienB:Verynice

This placeissomethingyoudon’twantto shareitfirst
asyouwantthisplacelikeasecretforyou. Theyrevery
kind and professional, the drinks or food you could have
isverygoodtoo,and the placeissounique.lrecommend
itverymuch!

AndersK: Wonderful café!
Thisisdefinitelyamusttry cafein the heartof Esfahan.

Located close to Nagsh-e Jahan Squareitisaperfect
placeto enjoyasnack, tea, coffee orice cream. The staff

construction ofthefire
temple. This reveals

It’s the bestplace foranightstay inthis
area. Safahouse teamareacouple that
wantstoservetheirserviceto Iranian

i issofriendlyand helpful.Iwould recommend this place
thefactthatthe Niasar cultureinthis oasiscity. Thereisa ) y p p
caveisolderthanthefire restaurantwith traditional foods & a to anyone:
temple. Cafewithallkinds of drinksin the yard LOCATION:Sepah Street | Timche Mesghali, Isfahan,

where youcansit& watch the stars Iran
atnights.




Iranian Lawmakers Conclude
Reviewof Central Bank Bill

Iranian Lawmakers Conclude Review of Central Bank Bill

EghtesadOnline: Members of the economic commission of
Iran’s Parliamenton Tuesday concluded the review of reform
measures concerning the Central Bank of Iran, which is part of
widerreformsaimed atoverhaulingthe country’sailingbanking

system.

Accordingto Zahra Saeidi Mobarakeh, spokeswoman of Majlis
Economic Commission, the parliamentary entity finalized CBI
reforms that constituted aboutone-third of the banking reforms.
“Subjects reviewed during today’s MEC meeting included
the mode of calculating revenues and losses in the central
bankbalance sheet, increasing the capital of central bank and

NEWS

Ban on Exitof Essential Goods From
Western Border

Essential goods, includingrice, meat, chicken, sugar
and sugar cubes, toname a few, are banned from leaving
Bashmagborder crossingin Kurdestan Province’s Marivan
CountyborderinglraqasofSept.11.

“Iragitravelersto Iran purchase these goods and take them
tolraq. Thiswillinthelongrun cause scarcity and a hike in
the prices ofthese goods in the markets of Iranian border
cities,” Marivan’s Governor Mohammad Shafiei was quoted
assayingby IRNA.

The official added that 1,100 travelers from northern
Iraq enter Marivan every day. Most of them purchase
Iranian goods to carry backto Iraq, as the recent freefall
inthe Iranian currency’s value has made pricesin Iran
significantly cheaper vis-a-vis those in the markets of
neighboring countries, according to Financial Tribune.

Tehran to Host Int'l Water,
Wastewater Expo

The 14thIran International Waterand Wastewater Exhibition,
alsoknownas WATEX 2018, hasbeen scheduled toopenat
TehranInternational Fairground on October 3,accordingtothe
event'sofficial website.
Thisisthebiggesteventinthelranianwaterindustryand many
prominentdomesticandinternational companies willtake part
intheexpotoshowcasetheirlatestproductsandservices.Those
interestedin participating canregisteratwww.watex.ir. AsIran
isfacingaworseningwater situation, the significance of water
managementhas currentlyincreased.

Iranian Steel Traders Welcome Free
Market Dynamics

The competitive ceiling for steel prices on the Iranian
Mercantile Exchange istobe removed,accordingtoaletter
written by Deputy Industries Minister Jafar Sarqeini wrote
to Hamed Soltaninejad, chiefexecutive of IME.

“The prices of steel products on IME fromnow onare to be
equivalent to the average rate of discovery of goodsin the
last four offers on the market, thus removing the ceiling
oncommodity trading for steel products,” reads the letter,
IRNAreported.

The discovery of new prices will beinaccordance with the
proposal made by four major steel companies of Khorasan,
Khuzestan, Mobarakehand Esfahan.

Before theletter wasissued, the formulaused in IME to
discover the steel price was based on the 42,000-rial
exchangerate for the dollar, with 15% offluctuationin prices
allowed per week, Financial Tribunereported.

Now, with the capbeingremoved, the price of steel products
canmoveinany direction the marketsees fit, which is good
news forboth suppliersand consumers.

Asiabuyers to receive more Saudi oil

ahead of Iran sanctions

Atleastthree North Asian buyers will receive extra supplies
of oil from Saudi Arabia after the kingdom cutits prices
formostgradesin Octoberand astheylookto cushionthe
impacton supply of U.S. sanctions on Iran, sources said,
Reutersreports.Buyers have asked tolift more Saudi oil than
contracted volumesin Octoberamid fearsthatthe sanctions,
tobeimposed on Iran’s crude exports from Nov. 4, will crimp
supply during peak winter demand in Asia, the sources said.
Saudi Aramco will supply more oil to the buyers in October,
with one toreceive more Arab Light crude, the sources said.
They declined to beidentified as they were notauthorized
tospeakwithmedia.

andthe government.

regulatingtherevaluation of central bank foreign assets,” she told
ICANA, the official news outlet of the parliament.

On Monday, she had announced that MEC members further
discussed the central bank’s monetary and foreign currency
policies, Financial Tribune reported.

“Asthe Comprehensive Banking Law significantly empowers the
independence of central bank, the approach ofimplementing
monetaryand foreign currency policiesis one of the things that
isbeingseriously pursued,” she said.

The Comprehensive Banking Law is the umbrella term used
for wide-rangingand long-gestating reforms to Iran’s banking
system and central bank that were devised by the parliament

Mobarakeh also said on Monday that the commission focused
on the nature and mechanism shaping the relationship

between the central bankand the
government after reforms are
implemented. She said MPs were
focused on maintaining “an
effective relationship” between
the monetaryregulator and the
administration.

Representatives from the central
bankand the Majlis Research Center,
theresearch arm of the parliament, were
alsopresentduringthe meetings.

On Sunday, MEC members had approved the formation
of new CBI entities, including a specialized monetary and
foreign exchange policy committee, aspecialized supervisory
committeeand anIslamicJurisprudence Council.

Central Bank of Iran Censured

Over Policy Inconsistency

Members of Tehran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture’s Board of
Representatives convened on
Tuesday to discuss the latest
status ofthe economy, particularly
theanguish caused by the recent
currency crisis.

Officials of the Central Bank of
Iran, Industries Ministry and the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration attended the meeting.
Masoud Khansari, TCCIM’s president,
expressed concerns overadhocpolicy
changesand the barrage of directives
that have been devised since the
government firstresponded torial’s
steep depreciation against the US
dollaron April 10.

“From April 10 until August 13, CBI
hasissued more than 33 directives
andaccordingto the IRICA chief, ithad
tonotify morethan 150 ordinancesin
accordance with the forexinjunctions,”
he said, referring to the many
regulations CBlintroduced since it
unified the US dollar’s exchange rate
before altering some and nullifying
others.

Khansarireferred to the government
decision to charge importers for
the exchange rate difference after it
decided to scupper the allocation of
cheap currency for some goods.

The factthatsome ofthese importers
had counted on the government’s
word and were enraged, some
of whom refused to pay the rate
difference necessary for customs
clearance oftheir goods.

Although the governmenthas since
made exceptions for importers of
some raw materials and machineries,
Khansari described the decision as
“dishonorable”.

“Duetothesepolicy changes,including
imposing bans on some goods that
had already beenimported, currently
139,000 containersare held up atthe

customs across the country. Some of
theimportersrefuse to take delivery
oftheir goods for fear ofbeingnamed
and shamed as hoarders, ifthey were
tostockthe products,” he said.

Other TCCIM representatives also
complained about the red tape
involvedin obtaining hard currency
fromthe online forex dealings system
knownas Nima.

CBI on August 6 eased foreign
exchange rules and allowed
moneychangerstoresume workatfree
marketratesaspartofthelatestrescue
package intended to calm the markets.
The fresh strategy came after the
governmentdecided to unify the US
dollar’sexchangerate at42,000 rials
on April 9 inresponse to the rial’s
freefall.

Atthetime,italsobanned the physical
trade of hard currency by exchange
shopsand the trading of US dollar at
any rate other than the official rate.
Official Response

Gholamreza Panahi, CBI's deputy
for foreign exchange affairs, said the
country needs to manage currency
demand inline with the amount of
hard currencyithasatits disposal.
Panahisaid the secondary market-the

venue where exportersand importers
tradein hard currency atnegotiated
rates-isaccepted by the private sector
and hasin factmotivated exporters to
offer theirhard currency.

He added that since only 3% of
the currency trade are in the form
of physical banknotes, the rally in
exchange rates-at 140,000 rials on
Tuesday-cannotberelied on.
According to the official, with an
average exchange rate 0of90,000 rials,
the secondary marketwas a far more
credible barometer forreal exchange
rates.

Hearing business people’s gripes
aboutthe currencyrepatriationrules,
Panahisaid anew directive would be
announced in thisregard, takinginto
accountthe private sector’s views.
The Central Bank of Iran notified a
directive on Monday, elaborating on
rules based on which exporters are
required to bring back their export
earningsinto the “economic cycle” of
the country.

Thedirective hassixarticlesand gives
exporters three monthsto declare
95% of their hard currency from the
time their customs exportlicense has
beenissued, CBI'swebsitereported.

CBlon August
6 eased foreign
exchangerules
and allowed
moneychangers
toresume work
atfreemarket
rates as part
ofthelatest
rescue package
intended
tocalmthe
markets.
Thefresh
strategy came
afterthe
government
decided to unify
the US dollar’s
exchangerate
at42,000rials
onApril9in
responsetothe
rial’s freefall.

creating marketstability.

Governor of the Central Bank of Iran
Abdolnasser Hemmati late Monday met
with chief executives of banks and credit
institutions to evaluate the country’s
monetary and banking developments and
discuss the reformative role of banks in

According to the official news website of

Iranian Banks Ul'gedto Help the central bank, the head of the monetary
e eme regulator mostly wished to secure the
COIItI‘()lqulll(hty cooperation of banking system to curb the

businesses.

rampantrise ofliquidity and supportprivate

Banks were also called upon to assist the
centralbankinhandlingthe ongoing currency
crisisthathasseenlran’sriallose more than
two-thirds ofitsvalue in the pastsixmonths.

The CBI chief stressed on implementing
measures to curb money supply, which

Tribune reported.

have beenrecently emphasized by ahost of
high-ranking figures, including the Leader
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, Financial

OnAug. 6,remarks made by the Leader were

publicized in which he referred to the high
volume ofliquidity circulating in the banking
systemas “abig painand avery dangerous
thing”. He also called for liquidity to be
redirected toward the production sectorand
called foraddressingbanking woes.
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Iran’s state grains buyer
GTC (Government Trading
Corporation of Iran) has
issued an
tender to buy 30,000 tons of
ricetobesourced from India,
European traders said on
Monday.

The tender closed on October
9, Reutersreported.

The sella grade rice of
type 1121 is soughtin two
15,000 ton consignments
for shipmentin containers
between Oct. 15 to Nov. 15.
Iran has been one of the
largestimporters of Indian
basmatiriceinrecentyears.

Iran IssuesTender to Buy 30,000 Tons
Ricefrom India

international

s

Both India and Pakistan
have claimed geographical
indication on aromatic
long-grained basmatirice,
saying the variety is unique
to therespective countries.
Uruguay is another rice
exporterto Iran.
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What's News

oTrump’s
sanctions on
Iran could push
oil prices above
$100 perbarrel

US sanctions on Iran’s
energy industry, when
they come into effect
in November, could
potentially drive oil
prices above 100§ per
barrel, according to an

industry expert.
Us West Texas
Intermediate  crude

oil futures traded at
about 68$perbarrel on
Tuesday, while Brent
crude futures satatnearly
78$,CNBCreported.

"If there was not that
setofsanctions, [ think
prices would go to 70$
orevenalittle bitlower.
But now the sanctions
threat is real and less
thantwo monthsin front
of us, that will transform
the market into much
higherprices," Fereidun
Fesharaki, founder and
chairman of consultancy
FACTS Global Energy, told
CNBC's Akiko Fujitaatthe
CLSAInvestors' Forumin
HongKong.

"The higher price will
only be blamed on the
Trump administration.
There's not much
anybody can do if the
sanctionscomeinandare
enforced properly,” he
said on Tuesday.
[raniscurrently one ofthe
largestoil exportersinthe
world. Cutting offIranian
supplies entirely would
push oil prices above
100$ perbarrel because
other major producers
could noteasily fill the
void, said Fesharaki.
Trump said on Twitter
inJuly thatenergy prices
were too high and urged
the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting
Countries to reduce
prices. But OPEC and
Russia don't have the
spare capacity toramp
up supply much more,
Fesharaki said.

The timing for oil prices
tohit100$ per barrel -
a level not seen since
2014 -depends onhow
quickly the USand China
resolve their difference
on the trade front,
Fesharakinoted.Ongoing
friction between the
two largest economies
inthe world has affected
sentiment. [fthat leads
toaslowdown in global
economicactivity, the oil
and gas industry will be
dampened, Fesharaki
ended.
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EDITORIAL

DenyaTruth!

... Butunfortunately,
in Iran, officials
are scared to
apologize or even
confess to mistake.
We, the Iranians,
understand thatit's
a prerequisite for
everyone, especially
the authorities, but
thatthey donotaccept
their mistake makes
peopleangry.Insome
cases, observed after
asmallapology from
the authorities, the
responsible person
has been addressed
or complained that
he has either not
rescinded thisor has
denied his apologies.
A few days ago, Arif,
chairman of the
reformist council of
politics, apologized
to the people and
considered himself
one of the officials
inthe government's
choice. But in less
thanafew hours, this
apology was denied.
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UShasfew
backersin
countering
Iran

Today, we are at a
clear war against the
aggressors of history,
said Iran's President
Hassan Rouhani on
Wednesday.'Today, a
groupisliningup against
the Iranian nation and
don’thave any political
andintellectual supporter
exceptafew countries”,
said President Rouhani.
Speakingatthe meetingof
the Council of Ministers,
'"Today is one of the worst
timesinthe history ofthe
US. Today, there are few
researchers, intellectual
and expertsinthe USwho
agreewiththosewhositat
the White House”.Saying
thatthe USisinthe worst
conditionsin the world
and even international
organizations like the
UNESCO, the UN, the
IAEA and the ICC do
not agree with the US'
policies, President
Rouhaniadded, “Today,
theallies of Americaare
not supporting them
politically and even
America’s traditional
allies have distanced
themselves from this
country and they are
proud of the distance,
while once they were
proud of being with the
us.”

Irandismisses reports of dispatching
Iranian drug addicts to Afghanistan

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Ghasemi dismissed
recentreports on sending Iranian drug addicts to Herat of

Afghanistanas"downrightlie."

Stressing thatthe dissemination of such fake news follows special
objectives, Ghasemi said Iranian representative offices in Afghanistan
have not confirmed the news."Iranian representative offices in
Afghanistan have carried outnecessary investigations and no reliable
sources have confirmed the news so far,” Ghaseminoted.He also said that t h e
published reports seem to be "basically fake," and maybe it could be considered a kind of

"misinformation" seekingspecific goals.

Recently, various foreign media outlets have published news saying thatIranian addictsare being
dispatched to Afghanistan, especially the city of Herat, the third-largestcity of Afghanistan.

Salehi: Trumponloser’s side, won’t
benefitfromJ CPOA withdrawal

Iran’snuclear chiefsaid on Tuesday thathe hoped theatomicdeal
between Tehranand world powers survives, butsays the program
wouldbeinastronger positionthaneverifthe dealdoesnotsurvive.
Theremarksby Ali Akbar Salehi,whoalso servesasavice president
toPresidentHassan Rouhani,comeasIranandothersignatoriestothe
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) try to salvage theaccord,
now challenged by US PresidentDonald Trump.

Salehisoughtto contrastIran’sbehavior, whichincludesabidingby theatomic
deal,against“emotionaland sensationalmoves.”
“Ithink[Trump]isontheloser’ssidebecause heispursuingthelogicofpower,’ Salehitold the Associated
Pressinanexclusiveinterviewin Tehran. “He thinks thathe can,youknow, continue forsome timebut
certainlyl donotthinkhewill benefitfrom thiswithdrawal, certainly not.”

US threatens Iran over attack on
consulatein Basra

The United States has threatened
Iran with a response over the

unrestin the Iraqi city of Basra,

saying Tehran will be held

accountable forany possible harm

tothe American citizens stationed

there.

The White House issued the warning
on Tuesday, days after protests over
alleged corruption and government
neglect escalated into deadly
violencein the oil-rich portcity.
Atleast12 protesters wereKkilled in
Basraand many ofitsinstitutions and
buildings.

Meanwhile, three mortar shells
struck the ultra-secure green zone
in Baghdad, which houses Iraqi
authorities and the US Embassy,
on Friday and unknown assailants
fired Katyusharocketsattheairport
in Basra, which also houses the US
consulate, on Saturday.

White House Press Secretary Sarah
Huckabee Sanders blamed Iran.
“Over the past few days, we have
seen life-threatening attacks in
Iraq, including on the United States
consulate in Basraand againstthe
American embassy compound in
Baghdad.” “Iran did notactto stop
these attacks by its proxiesinIraq,
whichithas supported with funding,
training, and weapons,” sheadded.
“The United States will hold the
regime in Tehran accountable for
any attack thatresultsininjury to
our personnel or damage to United
States governmentfacilities. America
willrespond swiftly and decisively in
defense of Americanlives.”

The White House's statementis in
sharp contrast with the assertion of
Iraqi officials, who have blamed the
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US, Daesh terrorists and remnants of
former Ba’athregime for the recent
wave of violence.

Angry demonstrators on Friday
stormed Iran's fortified consulate,
setting the building ablaze and
causingserious financial damage.
"We have complete information and
documentsthatshowthe USembassy
and consulate in the country caused
the Basra unrest,” Abu Mahdi al-
Muhandis, the second-in-command
of Hashd al-Sha’abi, a volunteer anti-
terror group, said on Sunday.
Muhandis said it was actually meant
tosow discord amongdifferentIraqi
political partiesand movements.
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-
Abadi, who visited Basra on Monday,
condemned the Friday attack on the

Iranian consulate.

In recent months, US President
Donald Trump has repeatedly
touted hisadministration’s success
in defeating Daesh and destroying
its so-called caliphate in Iraq and
neighboring Syria.However, the
Pentagon acknowledged last month
that the terrorist organization
appeared to be “well-positioned
torebuild and work on enablingits
physical caliphate tore-emerge.”The
US first deployed forces to Iraqin
2003 under the banner of "war on
terror” two years after invading
Afghanistan under the same pretext.
The deployment was followed by
rampantviolence and chaos, which
setthe stage for therise of Daeshin
2014.

“The United

States willhold the
regimein Tehran
accountable for
any attackthat
resultsininjury to
our personnel or
damageto United
States government
facilities. America
will respond swiftly
and decisivelyin
defense of American
lives.”

Iran, Russiaready to

confront US sanctions

Iran and Russia have adopted a series of
policies to confront US anti-Iran sanctions,
Deputy Foreign Minister of Russia Sergei
Ryabkov said.

Iran, Russiaready to confront US sanctions
Speaking in an interview with Russian
newspaper 'Rossiyskaya Gazeta', Ryabkov
referred to standing against US sanctions
asoneoftheissues mentioned in hisrecent
meeting with Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister for Political Affairs Abbas Araqchi

inTehran.

'During the meeting, we held talks with
the Iranian side prior to the UN General
Assembly ministerial meeting slated to
be held on September 23," he added.He
pointed to Iran'sreadiness and tendency
for preservingthenuclear deal with P1+5,
sayingall parties agree that keeping this
international accord will be to the benefit
of all sides including Iran and Russia.
Washington is ready to take various
measures against Iran and this is very
dangerous, Ryabkov noted.Elsewhere in
his remarks, the Russian diplomatreferred

to Iran oil exports, saying paving the way
for continuation of Iran oil exports to
international marketsis ofimportance. He
called foradoptinga formulaand a strategy
forresponding to the second wave of US
sanctionsagainstlrantominimizeitsharms
and to solve issues related to economic
cooperation.

Healso dismissed the decision made by some
European firmstorefrain having cooperation
with Iran to remain safe from US pressures.
Ryabkovunderlined Russia's determination
tostand against USin political and economic
fields.
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Tehran summitaimed atresolving
Syrian crisis: Turkey

Turkey's representative to the United Nations said
Tehran summitsoughtto advance the political process
for Syria, establish a Syrian constitutional committee
and pave the way for fair elections.

The UN Security Council meeting was held on Tuesday
atRussia'srequestto submitareportontheresults of
Iran-Russia-Turkey recentsummitin Tehran.

Feridun Hadi Sinirlioglu, Turkey's representative to the
UNsaid the presidents ofthe three countries discussed
the Idlib issue which was the most crucial subjectin
Tehran summit.

The escalation of military operationsinIdlib threatens
securityin Turkey and Europe, he wenton to say.
Sinirlioglu stated the Syrian government aims
atjustifying the attacks on Idlib as a fight against
terrorism; however, in current complex situationin
Idlib, traditional ways to fight terrorism willnot come
to fruition.

Noting thatassaults on Idlib would only be for the
benefitof terrorists, he stated such measures would
inflict more pain on Syrians and would push further
Syrians toward extremism.

Russia's LavrovCondemns US

'Sanctions-First' Diplomacy

Russia's top diplomat Sergei Lavrovcondemned US
foreign policy on Wednesday, stoking tensions between
the two powers by accusing Washington of imposing
sanctions beforeitentersnegotiations.

Moscow has faced increasingly harsh punitive measures
since angeringthe Westand Kievby annexing Crimeain
2014 andbacking separatistrebelsin eastern Ukraine.
Inrecentmonthsthe UShasimposed fresh sanctions
overalleged Russian interference in the presidential
elections and the poisoning of a former spy in Britain.
"Inmostcases, the United Statesisnotvery willing to
negotiate," Lavrovtold young diplomats on the sidelines
ofaneconomicforuminthe far-eastern Russian city of
Vladivostok, AFP reported.

"First, theyannounce sanctions, then more sanctions,
and only after thatthey open talks," he said, warning
thatsuch policies were unlikely tolead to "long-term
success".

Mogherini: EU continues
supporting Iran Deal

High Representative of the European Union for Foreign
Affairsand Security Policy reaffirmed EU's commitment
to defend Iran nuclear deal also known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).Mogherinimade
the remarks Tuesday while addressing the plenary
session ofthe European Parliamenton EU-USrelations.
Shereferred to the main disagreementbetween the
EUand the US asregard multilateralism, saying 'Now,
itisnosecretthat we have one main disagreement
that concerns multilateralism and the very idea ofa
system for global governance. We Europeans continue
tosee multilateralism as the bestway to preventchaos,
conflictsand confrontations in a multi-polarworld.’

'This is why we continue and we will continue to defend
the nuclear deal with Iran, the Paris agreementon
climate change, and to fund the essential work of all
the UN agencies, including UNRWA, the United Nations
Reliefand Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East,' Mogherini was quoted by the European

[ranian Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani warned
thatenemieshave supplied terroristgroupswith
armsand equipmentto fomentinsecurityinIran,
stressingthatthe IslamicRevolution Guards Corps
(IRGC)isstandingagainstthemlikeastrongdam.

"The enemy intends to distortindependence
and security in Iran; they, for instance, armed
all (terrorist) groupletsin Northwesternand
Southeastern Iran butthey cannot make amove
thankstothe presence ofthe IRGC," Larijani said,
addressingameetingin the Southern province of
FarsonMondayevening.

"The enemies equip these grouplets to disturb
securityinlran,"headded.

Larijani cautioned that enemies are after
increasingpressures on the [ranian people with
theaimofdisappointingthem.

Hisremarks came after Top Military Aide to the
Iranian Supreme Leader Major General Yahya

External Action Service (EEAS) as saying.

Enemies Arming Terrorist Groups against Iran

Rahim Safaviwarned enemiesthatlran's Armed
Forces will chase them kilometers away from
the country's borders in case of the slightest
aggression.

"We warn the enemies of the Islamic Revolution
thatiftheymakeanaggressionagainstthe [slamic
Iran, we will chase and punish them not only
outside the bordersbutalsobeyond the seas,"
General Rahim Safavisaid,addressingaforumin
Tehra.

Healsoreferredtothe sanctionsand pressures
exerted by the enemiesagainsttheIraniannation,
andsaid Iran will come outvictorious from the
economicwar launched by enemies through
nationalunityandsolidarity.

OnSunday, the [IRGCinastatement confirmed the
Saturdaymissile strikesagainstthe headquarters
of Kurdistan Democratic Party - Iran (KDP-I)
terroristgroup in the Iraqi Kurdistanregion,

vowing harsher responseifterroristattacks
continue.

Thestatementsaid thatthe missile strikes were
launched aftertheterroristgrouplaunchedattacks
onborderingareasinIran, fomented insecurity
and conducted sabotage actsin West Azarbaijan,
Kurdistanand Kermanshah provincesin Western
[ran."The IRGC Aerospace Force's missile unitin
cooperation with the IRGC Ground Force'sdrone
unittargeted theheadquartersandameetingofthe
leadersofafilthyand criminal groupletandacenter
fortrainingaffiliated terroristswith 7 short-range
ground-to-ground missilesyesterday (Saturday),"
itadded, notingthatthe centerwasdestroyed and
tensofleadersand keyagentsofthe groupletwere
killedand wounded.

Accordingto Fars News Agency, he statement
underlined thatthe missileattacks werelaunched
after the ringleaders of the terrorist groups

neglected

theseriouswarnings ofthe Iraqi Kurdistan
region officials about the Islamic Republic's
determination toremove their basesand end
theiraggressive and terroristactsagainstIran.It
underlined the Iraniansecurityand Armed Forces'
vigilance to safeguard the country's territories,
warningtheterroristgroupsthattherewillbemore
crushingresponseiftheyrisktoresumeattackson
thelslamicRepublic.
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EDITORIAL

Farzaneh Mostajeran

DenyaTruth!

Among the problems
oftoday'ssociety isthe
existence of false pride
amongthe people. The
same false pride has
led to the neglect of
the culture of apology.
This culture has been
soscandalized among
us as the Iranians
that Officials who
are often trained and
faithful and devout,
donotuseapologetic
culture. While the
culture of misguided
acceptance and error
and apology is a sign
of development. An
apologyisasocial skill
thatwe mustlearnand
expand on ourselves.
One ofthereasons for
the progress ofthe first
world countries is the
apology culture. Ifany
personknows thatafter
doinganerror, theleast
thingto doisapologize
and hewilltrytoreduce
his mistakes.

TCCIM ChiefSlams Holdups at
Iranian Ports of Entry

President of Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture Masoud Khansari said as many as 139,000 containers
holding 7 million tons of goods have piled up at Iranian ports of entry.
Khansarinoted that 2.5 million tons of these goods are essential goods
whose owners have to pay growing demurrage fees and warehousing
costseach day“From April 10 to August 13, the governmentissued more
than 32 bylaws and the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration
churned out 160 directives, only to confuse importers and exporters. This
uncertainty feeds consumers’ and producers’ distrustin officials,” he said.

g/

Iranian Banks Urged to Help
Control Liqui

M The Central Bank of Iran notified a directive on Monday, elaboratingonrulesb

: ;
onwhich exportersarerequired to bringback their export

earningsinto the “economiccycle” ofthe country.

Unique Isfahan Art; Combination of
toreutics and carpet weaving

Isfahani artist has introduced anew art to the

4 handicrafts world of this province; the new inspi-
rationis the combination of toreutics and carpet
weaving, that has the potential to be introduced in the

world.

Inthealleys of one of the old neighborhood of Isfahan, a
toreuticsartist has mixed hisartworks with carpetweaving
to createaunique and novel handicraft. The combination
of carpetstring and metal may be unbelievable, but this
unknown master from the neighborhood of Rahnan
succeeded to create anew tapestry with the combination
ofthese two materials.

Pointing to his unique tapestry, he said, "This artis the
combination of copper smithing, enameled works and
toreutics. The frame of this tapestry is made from brass
and copperisusedinside the carpet.”" Hamid Ashrafi, the
director ofthe 11th municipal district of Isfahan, who has
visited this Rahnaniartist, believe that the tapestry hasnot
been produced by any artists before and this masterpiece
of master Gholamiis unique among its kind. "We should
notpay attention only to the price of this artwork, butalso

wesshould consider the -50years' experience behind it," he
emphasized.

"We try to take the attention of sponsors with the supportof
Isfahan mayor, and if the suitable contextare provided, his
artworkwill be displayed in the museum of contemporary
art," he said. Ashrafi emphasizes that we canreceive
help from the artists like Gholami to renew the historical
bathhouse of Rahnan and give identity to thisneighborhood
inordertointroduceitsartists.

~
Iranians to mark National

Cinema Day

£ -inema B

Iranians will celebrate National Cinema Day across the
country to mark the anniversary of the introduction of the
artinthe country.

On National Cinema Day which falls on September 12
thisyear, Iranian artists, movie fans and officials will hold
functionsto celebrate the occasion countrywide.
CinemawasfirstintroducedinIran by Mozaffarad-Din Shah
Qajar, the fifth Qajar king of Persia, in 1900, and five years
after Lumierebrothersfirstcreated cinematographin 1985.
Mirza Ebrahim Khan alias 'Akkas Bashi' was the first
Persian filmmaker and cameraman. He was the official
photographer of Mozaffarad-Din Shah Qajar.

Iranian filmshave garnered international fame with world-

N

renowned critics fromaround the world lauding the Iranian
cinemaasone ofthe world's mostimportantartistic works.
Overthe pastthree decades,arange ofinternational film
festivalshave honored Iranian cinema forits distinct style,
themesand cultural references.

Iranian film masterpieces continue to attract global
attention atprestigiousinternational festivals such as the
Cannes Film Festival, Academy Awards, the Venice Film
Festival and the Berlin Film Festival.

Firstsoflranian cinema

The firstfilm produced inIran, 'Blue and Robbie', was a
silentfilmthatwasdirectedin 1930.

Aside from a long list of globally-renowned Iranian
directors, actors and actresses and movies artists,
many movie critics considerlate Iranian director Abbas
Kiarostamiasone oftherare greatdirectorsin the history
of cinema.

'Taste of Cherry' —a 1997 film by Kiarostami — was
awarded the Palme d'Oratthe 1997 Cannes Film Festival.
Itwasthe first film from Iran which was awarded at Cannes
festival.

'Separation'isa2011Iranian dramawrittenand directed
by Asghar Farhadi.'Separation' won the Academy Award
for BestForeign Language Filmin 2012, becomingthe first
Iranian film to win the award.

Farhadiwon the best Screenplay from the Cannes Film
Festival for hisanother movie, 'The Salesman'. Apart from
Asghar Farhadi, Shahab Hosseinialso won the Best Actor
Award from the Cannes Film Festival. )
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