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Iran, Turkeytodevelop
scientific, technological coop.

HeadinganIranianknowledge-based and technology
delegation, Vice-President for the Science and
Technology Sorena Sattari traveled to Turkey with
theaim ofexpandingthe internationalinteractions
ofIranian knowledge-based companies.

Sattarileft Tehran for Turkish capital on Wednesday
tomeetand hold talks with Turkish Vice President,
Minister of Industry and Technology and Head of
Higher Education Council on the development of
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Gas Suppliesin Iran at Record Highs
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scientificand technological cooperation. Whats News
More than 80 representatives of knowledge-based
companiesactiveinthe field ofhealth, ICT, industrial Official: Iranand
machinery anld equllpment a.n.d advanced materials . N UK tradebalance
accompany him during the visitto Turkey. Natural gas supplyhasincreased by 75 million R
The main purpose of this visitis to develop relations cubicmetersaday since Nov2019, dispatching - f“l'n‘?d“egat“"?
in science and technology and knowledge-based director of the National Iranian Gas Company Despite U.S sanctllons,
companies between the two countries. The said. small ?r_ld medlum-
developmentof scientificand technological relations N\ sized British companies
between the two countries is expected during this relatedto companies of
visit. “NIGC is now Iral.l have .mam.talnled
Heisscheduled to travel to Istanbul to take partat X JA/! delivering 850 ‘Ichelr.relatlonshlpV\.nth
thejointmeetingbetween Iranian knowledge-based ¥ mem of gas per ramz.an cqmpanles,
companiesand Turkish companies. Heis setto deliver ISH“'IAN dav across the wprkmg Wllth. then:
aspeechatthe openingofthis meeting. NEWS c01}1,ntry up 10% i‘}:icszea;ggilzefcilhye
’ i
Local company lunches first LIEE gortnlgarei/[ htdf? British Iranian Chamber
R oo _ IS October” Mehdi
PIMS in Iran’s oil industry Jamshidi Dana was ;’Lfﬁgmme“e (BICC)told
The Iranian Offshore Oil Company (I00C) has quoted as saying by ISNA Spea.king to ILNA. the
successfully launched its first pipeline integrity Tuesday. president of the B’ICC,
ﬁgﬁ:ﬁ;ment system (PIMS) in the Iranian ofl ﬁjssfer:cil;(g;oSnOCriiirf}ily is due to the recent Jamshidisaid NIGChas up consumption (600 An'lirHoushangAmini
According to 100G, the system was launched in of which 630 mcm/d’ snowfall, cold spelland delivered close to 52 mcm/d),NIGChadtocurb said that the trade
order to comply with international and national comes from South Pars free_zingweatherin many billion cubic meter.s of fuel delivery to power volume of Iranand UK
requirements for the standard, safe and continuous Gas Field in the Persian regions. On Tuesdally gasFo 83 powerstatlons plants.bySO%. . has fallqlsn sharp'ly and
operation ofthe Salman Oilfield’s gas pipelines with Gulf and the rest (250 afternoonthe weatherin n.atlonW1de in the past Denying repprts in the According to figures
aNorwegian company and the Pipeline Technology mem /d) is produced b Tehranwas4°Candmost eightmonths. local press (in Golestan relea.sgd by. Cust'oms
Company.The projectis dubbed as the first of such the Iraniar{)Central Oi}; regionsinthenorthern “Gasdeliverytopower Province)aboutcutsin Admlnlstratlon, direct
projectsin the Iranian offshore oilindustry. Fields Companv that regionsreported below plantshasneverstopped, gas delivery to power importsfromthe UKlast
APipelines Management System (PMS) provides has three SUESid};aries zero temperatures. butisnowlimited.” stations, he said close to y.ea'r were about $ 1.2
aclear process, with tasks and responsibilities, a namelv West Oil and Gas’ Moreover, the number Asperacontractbetween 75 millioncubic meters E)llllor.l. N '
good balance between risk analyses and pipeline Produ}(,:tion Comban of subscribers in rural the 0il Ministry and ofgasisdelivered tothe Inthlscondltlon,lr.an S
integrity, clear data management, responsiveness East Oil and p Gays’ areashasshotup as.3,000 Ene.rgy Minis‘Fry, NIGCis Energy Ministry every e>.(p0rts to the United
to emergencies, an effective inspection and Production Companyand towns haye been.lln.ked obllged todeliverpower day. Klpgdom stoodat$30
maintenance program, and an effective evaluation South Zagros Oil and Gas tothe national gridsince  stations 300 mcm of gas As soonas temperatures mlllllon for the same
cycle for continuous improvement (Plan, Do, Check, Production Company, March,2019. . per day between M;flrch rise, gas dellvelzry to the period soIran'and the
Act).The focus within a Pipeline Management System Financial Tribune quoted Normal gas consumption imd Se.ptember, hesaid. powr palnts will double UKhaveanegatlvlet.radE
is on risk management, in accordance with the ‘Key him s saying, ranges between 450 .The figure (300mecm/d) again. _ balance' of $1 billion,
Performance Indicators’ (KPIs) that are applicable Compared to 2019, to 500 mcm/d (when iscutbyhalfandreaches Refe_rrmg to the (low) Economl.canalystadded.
to the operation. Succession is realized from risk consumption in the temperatures are 150 mcm/d between efficiency of thermal He Sa.ld th.at. by
analysis, such as the methods ‘BowTie’,‘Hazard and household sector betvyeen 3to8degrees October and February power plants (24%) 'comparmgstatlstlcsfor
Operability’ (HAZOP) and ‘Failure Mode Effect & increased by 10% Eelsms). when - most plaT‘ts that use gas, he_ said 1mph0rts anq exports of
Criticality Analysis’ (FMECA). between Jan 10 and Jan For. every 1 degre_e undergo "the routine conversion ofallsm-gle- bot C01,1n.tr1es,onecan
. . Celsius drop in overhauls. cycle power plantsinto seelran’simportshave
Iranranks 31‘(1 m pl'O(lllClllg 21(2020) toreach 600 temperature, gas Due to the extreme combinedcyclescanhelp been26timesmorethan
honeyinworld rAncm/;l;irt of  the consum”ptionrises by 25 cold Weathc.er across save 30 million cubic UK'sin.lport.s. o
Head ofhoney bee research department of Animal unprecedented upsurge mcm/d . the country- in the last - meters ofnatural gas per Referrln.gt01§s.ulngwsas
Science Research Institute of Iran underlined Regular Delivery 10 days which pushed - day forrelgﬁdnel?l?f)lf‘tltzlle:sB'ltg(ei
exemplary capacities of Iran in the beekeeping Is)aid that now, there
industry, saying Iranis standing third among the o o stepsince turbulenceinthismarketwill canbuygovernmentbondstoincrease .
world's top tenin quality honey production. Impl'(Wlng natl()nal havetheworstimpactontheeconomy." the money base (cash reserves) and 3ir:ar_1;)r§eroblirlr::i;vel‘;};
Speakingonthesidelines ofaninternational congress economy aploiority The top bankerunderscored therole by extension curb inter-banking companies,althoughthis
in Karaj west of capital Tehran, Gholam Hossein o of the newly launched Open Market lendingrates. By the sametoken, selling has been compounded
Tahmasebisaid based on Food and Agriculture fOI’ CBI: Hemmatl Operation and changes in the CBI governmentbondsreducesthebase byincreased flight costs
Organization's statistics, Iran used to produce 69,000 Governor of Central Bank of Iran, monetary policy toreinin galloping moneyandraisesinterbankrates. andreduced number of
tons honey annually while the figure hasreached Abdolnasser Hemmati, says the inflation. It constitutes a key instrument of flights.

government will exert every effort to
improve the national economy, as a top
priority urged by the Leader of Islamic

He reiterated that CBI measures,
however, should be accompanied by
adopting effective and supportive

90,000 tonsnow.He referred to over 8,400,000 hives
inIranand expressed satisfaction over consumption
of Honey Iran.Earlier, FAO's representative to Iran

monetary policy under the market-
based system of monetary management.
Essentially, it is used by monetary

The latest statistics
which were released

i by Eurostat show that
Gerold Bodeker said 'We are looking forward to Revolution. policiestoboostthenon-oilsectorofthe authorities to regulate the cost and the trade volume of Iran
increase collaboration with the Government of Hemmatisaid “curbing the inflation”is  economy. availability of credit in the banking and UKwasaround 69m
the Islamic Republic of Iran and other national and highon CBI'sagendainabidtoachieve (Qpen Market Operationisafinancial systemand influence thelevel ofthe euros in the first five
international partners in beekeeping sector to suchagoal,addingthatIranhassufficient  instrumentthroughwhichcentralbanks money supply. months 0f 2019 and it
contribute to global food security, food safety and foreign exchangereservestoovercome buyandsellsecuritiesintheopenmarket Inaddition, within the framework, banks shows 30 percentdrop
nutrition security, and preserving the environment any turbulenceinthe currency. toexpand orreduce the money supply. canhold bonds as collateral to borrow comparing tothe same
andbiodiversity. “Controllingthe currencyrateisthekey =~ Within this framework, central banks fromthe CBL periodin2018.

Thestatistics claim that

NO 411 | Sudoku | Solution: NO 410 " News Ui cxports to Iran
stood at 62m euros

7 9 ‘ISMC2020': Iran Pushing Ahead With anditshows 26%drop

comparing to the same

Steel Development Plans periodinthe preceding

The 10th edition of IranianSteel two-day ISMC 2020, Financial year while Iran’s

exports to UK stood
at 7m euros, almost

&Iron Ore Market Conference &
Expo,alsoknownas “ISMC2020",

Tribunereported.The conference
opened withthe speech of Alireza

openedin Tehran on Tuesday,in  Bakhtiari, the head of Donya-e- halved Fomparingtothe
the presence of top officialsand Eqtesad Media Group, who precedingyear.
expertsrelated to the domestic reviewed Iraniansteelindustry's

steelindustry.Hostedby Donya-e- roadmapagainstthebackdrop of =}

Eqtesad Media Group, the parent US sanctions."The 10th [ranian

company of Financial Tribune, Steel&IronOreMarketConference GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
theeventisheldannuallytotake isbeingheldatatimewhenthe 1,557.8$

stockof developmentsin Iran's
steel industry and to survey
challenges and opportunities
facing the strategic sector.More
than60domesticandinternational
firms are participating in the

mostunprecedented sanctions
havebeenimposed onthelranian
economy," he said, adding that
policymakersoughttoensuretheir
decisionsarebased onneutralizing
theeffectsofsanctions.
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Iran’s Zarif Urges EU to ‘Exert
Sovereignty’ in Face of Trump
Threats

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifurged Europe to
exercise sovereigntyinthe face of US President Donald Trump's
excessive demands and threats.

“Sorry to say Itold youso: When E3 sold out remnants of
#]CPOA to avoid Trump tariffslast week, [ warned thatitwould
only whethis appetite. After selling their integrity and losing
any moral/legal ground, ANOTHER tariffthreat. EU would do
betterto exertits sovereignty,” Zariftweeted on Wednesday.

The tweetcame after Trump said Tuesday thatheisnotbluffing
aboutthe possibility of slapping tariffs on European carsjust
daysafterreachinganinitial trade deal with China.

“They know thatI'm going to put tariffs on themifthey don’t
make a deal that’s a fair deal,” the US president told The
Wall Street Journal about ongoing trade negotiations with
the European Union. Trump’s threat to put tariffs on a key
European export —and once again ratchet up trade tensions
with the economicbloc—has sparked backlash from European
officials and companies. The White House has repeatedly
delayed a decision on whether to put tariffs on cars from
Europe. Trump did notreveal a deadline for his tariff decision.
Aweekbefore Germany, France and Britain formally accused

Iran of breaching the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), the Trump
administrationissueda
private threat to the
Europeans.Iftheyrefused
to call out Tehran and
initiate an arcane dispute
mechanisminthe deal, the
United States would impose
a 25 percent tariff on European
automobiles, the Trump officials
warned,according tounnamed European officials.

w=zm  US Drafts Plans to Expand Travel Ban
Listto ¢ More Countries

US Military
Says More
Troops
Treated for
Injuries from
Iran Strike

US Central Command
announced that
additional UStroops
who were serving
atabaseinlIraqthat
wasstruckbylranian
missiles earlier this
month have been
transported to an
American medical
facility in Germany.
Theinjured service
members are
separate fromthe 11
who CENTCOM last
week announced
had been injured in
the January 8 strike,
accordingto CNN.
That strike was
retaliation for the
January 2 US strike
that killed Iran’s
top commander
Lt. General Qassem
Soleimani.
CENTCOM did not
immediately give
an exactnumber on
how many additional
service members
had been injured in
the strike. A Defense
official said after
theinitial 11 service
members were
evacuated thatmore
injured troops could
beidentified.

In a statement
announcing the
development,
Capt. Bill Urban,
spokesman for
CENTOM, said the
additional service
memberswere moved
"outofanabundance
of caution" and
that "it is possible
additional injuries
may be identified in
thefuture."
"Asmedicaltreatment
and evaluations in
theater continue,
additional service
members have been
identified ashaving
potential injuries,"

Urbansaid.
"These service
members -- out

of an abundance
of caution -- have
been transported
to Landstuhl,
Germany for further
evaluations and
necessary treatment
on an outpatient
basis. Given the
nature of injuries
already noted, it is
possible additional

injuries may be
identified in the
future."

The Trump administration drafted plans
torenew and expand its travel ban list to
includeimmigrationrestrictions onseven
additional countries,accordingto sources
familiar with the process.

o

Unlike the travel
restrictions
currently in

N E W S place, the new

NEWS rules could limit
_ B certainimmigrant
visas from the additional
countries, said a US
government official --
essentially creatinga partial
immigration ban, CNN
reported.
Notall oftherestrictionsare
uniform, said the official,
adding that the proposal
limits some immigrantvisas
from one country and other
visas fromanother.
The plans, which are still
underreview, are based on
interagency input fromthe
departments of Homeland
Security and State, as well as
the White House, according
to the official. US President
Donald Trump will make the
final decision on changesto
theban.
Trump confirmed thatheis
planning to add additional
nations to the travel ban,
but wouldn'treveal which
countries wouldbe added to
theupdatedversion.
The anniversary of the first
travelban--ajan.27,2017
executive order signed by
Trump that suspended

refugee resettlement and
barred nationals from seven
majority-Muslim countries
-- comes at the end of the
month.

According to the
administration, the
restrictions are used to
encourage countries to
comply with US national
security requirements, such
assharinginformation with
USagencies.

"This is the stick," to get
countries to comply, the
official said regarding the
new restrictions.

Another source said that
the administration is
focused onimmigrantvisas
because of the difficulty in
removing someone from the
US who holds a green card
or becomes a US citizen
if derogatory information
surfaces after someone
travelsto the US.

Acting Homeland Security
Secretary Chad Wolf

said Friday that the US is
establishing criteria thatall
foreign governments must
satisfy to assistin vetting
foreign nationals seeking to
enterthe United States.

"For a small number of
countries that lack either
the will or the capability
toadhere to these criteria,
travel restrictions may
become necessary to
mitigate threats," he said
in prepared remarks for a
Homeland Security Experts
Groupevent.

The White House did not
respond to request for
comment. The Department
of State declined to comment.
BuzzFeed first reported
onplanstorestrict certain
immigrant visas on seven
additional countries.
In2018, the Supreme Court
upheld the third version
of the travel ban after the
previous iterations were
challenged in court. The

current policy restricts
entry from seven countries
to varying degrees: Iran,
Libya, Somalia, Syria and
Yemen, along with Venezuela
and North Korea. Chad was
removed from the list last
April, after the White House
said the country improved
security measures.

When asked about the
travel ban on Wednesday,
Wolfsaid the administration
"continuestolookatthat."
"It'sunder review every six
months. We continue todo
that. We've done that for the
pastthree years, every six
months. Thisis part of the
process,"headded, declining
toprovide atimeline for an
announcement.
Restrictions are imposed
because a country does an
inadequate job of sharing
information, or otherwise
poses an elevated public
safety or national security
risk, accordingto Wolf.

Iranslams silence over
US assassinationof
Iraniantopcommander

Iran'sambassadorto the UN officein Geneva
hascondemned theinternationalsilence over
the US’ assassination of Iranian top military

aterribleblowtoregional peace and security,
and amockery of the principles of human
civilizationandablatantviolation ofnormsand
theinternationallaw,” Esmaeil Baghaei, Iran's
ambassadorand permanentrepresentative to
the UN officein Geneva, made theremarkinhis
addresstothe UN Conference on Disarmament

(CD)inSwitzerland.

region.

presenceofUSforcesintheregionandrecalled
thefullresponsibility ofthe United Statesforthe
consequencesofitsmilitaristicand destructive
policyagainstlranand other countriesinthe

He stressed that the silence over the
assassinationofaseniormilitaryofficial during
aformalvisittoanotherindependentstate was

NEWS

Assassination of Gen.
Soleimani tarnishes US’
image: Larijani

Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani said thatthe
assassination of General Soleimani has tarnished US
imageaswellasunitingthe Iranian nation.

“The martyrdom of General Soleimani led to an
awakening in Iran and the region,” he said on
Wednesday inalocal ceremony, adding that the
incident “created unity inside the country which
in partaffects other countries.”Under President
Trump’s order, USterrorist forces assassinated IRGC
Quds Force commander General Qasem Soleimani
and deputy PMU Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis on Jan. 3
atBaghdad airport.“A superpower assassinates our
general who was a guestinanother country ... this
tarnished the USimage,” Larijaniadded.US animosity
towards Iran hasreached its highestlevel since the
[slamic Revolution, he said, noting that “we are now
seeinga full-scale confrontation” where Washington
carriesoutanactof‘state terrorism’“Westerners and
Americansare usingall means and plots toimpede
Iran’s economic growth and consequently to put
pressure on people,” he said.

JCPOA Parties Already
Warned of Iran’s Plan
for Possible NPT Exit:
Spokesman

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyed Abbas
Mousavi said the remaining parties to the 2015
nucleardealhad already been givenawarning from
President Hassan Rouhanithat Tehran mightleave
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) asa
compensatory measure.ln remarks on Tuesday,
Mousavi provided an explanation of the comments
thatIranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
had made atthe Iranian Parliamenton Monday about
theIslamic Republic’s possible withdrawal from the
NPT.Rouhanihad already warned the Group 4+1
(Russia, China, the UK, Franceand Germany) inaletter
inMay thatIran’s withdrawal from the NPT could be
anoption, the spokespersonadded.What Zarif said
aboutapossible exitfrom the NPT during the Monday
session ofthe Parliamentwasindeed partoftheletter
thatRouhanihad senttotheheadsofthe G4+41in May,
Mousavinoted,addingthatthe presidentialletter has
madeitclearthatiflran’snuclear caseisreferredtothe
UN Security Council and the previousresolutions on
sanctionsagainstIranresurface, the [slamic Republic
may withdraw from the NPT as a compensatory
option.Lastweek, the three European signatories to
the 2015 nuclear deal with Iran formally triggered the
dispute mechanism within the agreement, accusing
Iran ofhavingviolated the accord. Iran would now
be asked toresolve the so-called dispute with the

commander, Lt. Gen.Ghasem Soleimani.
“The US’ cowardly assassination of Lt. Gen.
Ghasem Soleimaniand his companions was

TheIranianambassadorsaid violence, chaos,
terror, instability, insecurity and division
amongregional countriesweretheresultofthe

crimes.

afactorinmakingthese criminalsallthemore
ruthlessand impudent for committing similar

Europeantrio,and the process could ultimately lead
tothere-imposition ofthe Security Council’ssanctions
thatwerelifted by theaccord.

Iran Nuclear ChiefSlams EUS3’s
Subservienceto US

Head ofthe Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) Ali
Akbar Salehi slammed a decision by Britain, France and
Germany to trigger the so-called snapback provisions of the
2015Irannuclear deal asatestimony to their submissiveness
tothe US.

Inremarks on Wednesday, Salehi said arecent statement
fromthe three European parties to the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) about their plan to trigger the dispute
mechanisminthenuclear deal reveals Europe’sinability and
imprudenceinthe face ofthe US’demands.

His criticism came after the Washington Postreported last
week thatthe USadministration has threatened toimposea
25% tariffon European automobile importsif Britain, France
and Germany do not formally accuse Iran of breaking the
JCPOA.

The three European countries have triggered a dispute

mechanism under the agreement, which could lead to the
reinstatement of United Nations sanctions againstIranlifted
under the JCPOA.

InatweetonJanuary 15, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zariflashed outatthe three European parties for failing
tolive up to their commitments under the JCPOA and for
“selling their integrity” for fear of US’ bullying tactics.
“Appeasement confirmed. E3 sold out remnants of #] CPOA
to avoid new Trump tariffs. It won't work my friends. You
only whethisappetite. Remember your high school bully? If
youwantto sell your integrity, goahead. ButDO NOT assume
high moral/legal ground. YOU DON'T HAVE T, Zarif told the
European parties to the JCPOA.

InMay 2018, US President Donald Trump pulled his country
outofthe]JCPOA.

Iran and the remaining parties launched talks to save the
JCPOA after the USwithdrawal, butthe three EU parties to the
dealhave failed to ensure Iran’s economicinterests.

The EU’s inaction forced Tehran to stop honoring certain

commitments
tothenucleardeal.
Iran maintains that the new measures are not designed to
harm the JCPOA butto save the accord by creatingabalancein
the commitments.



President Rouhanisays peoplearepowerofTran
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said on Wednesday that people of
Iran are the biggest power of the country.No power is superior to
people's participation, resistance, sacrifice and unity, the president said
atthe cabinetsessionin Tehran this morning. The government should
take steps towards making the grass roots satisfied, President Rouhani
added."Wherever we encountered a problem, we solved it through people's
participation, unity and concord."The presidentsaid thatthe enemiesare notafraid of the

country'ssecurity, militaryand economicpower, butofits people, culturaland publicpower.Elsewhere
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JM@
ISFAHAN

Iran’s Zarif Urges NEWS
EUto‘Exert T
Sovereignty’in Face
of Trump Threats World missed
© opportunityfor
Iran Nuclear dialogwith Iran's
ChiefSlams EU3’s absencein WEF
Subservience to _ o
Us Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif
has refused to take part
Iranranks 3rdin in Davos for the third
R . consecutive year after
producmg honey m fouryears of participation
world

o which aimed to use
the event as a chance to

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

highlightIran's principled
policy of dialogand mutual
respect in dealing with

05:39:06

world.
Noon call to prayer: Zarifhad full intention to
12:15:02 participate in the World

Evening call to prayer:

7:45:37

WEATHER

Economic Forum in
Davos this year but then
announced last week
that he wouldn’t. His
spokesman said Zarif’s
reassessment of the
issue was due to the fact
thatthe organizers of the
forum had “unilaterally
changed mutually agreed
arrangements”.

inhisremarks, the presidenttalked oftheimportance ofelectionin Iran, theninvited all people tovote

Improving national economy a
priority for CBI1: Hemmati o

Will Pakistan Be Firstto End US
Dominance in Post-Soleimani Era?

While thronging Iranian and Iraqi mourners stole the

spotlight after the US killed their top generals, little

global attention was paid to how much the assassination

inflamed neighboring Pakistanis.

By SalinaKhan

While thronging Iranianand [ragi mourners
stole the spotlight after Americans killed
their top generals, little global attention was
paid tohowmuch the assassinationinflamed
neighboring Pakistanis, perhapsenoughtoturn
simmeringanti-US sentimentintoarevolution
thatfinally casts off decades-long American
dominance.

Iran's Leader Imam Sayyid Ali Khamaneiand
therestofthe Axis of Resistance vowed straight
away toavenge theassassinations by "ending
the corrupting presence of America in the
region" and tens of thousands of Pakistani
voices echoed the sentiment, even though
their governmentitselfrefused to condemn
thekillingsand apparentlybanned media from
referringtotheslainasmartyrs.

Influential Pakistanis, including politicians,
military officials, scholars, political activists,
and journalists across the country, took it
upon themselves to give bellicose speeches
upbraiding American foreign policy while
youthtorched American flagsand chanted anti-
Americanslogansatralliesandwomen clutching
babiesin eventhetiniestvillageslit candles
atvigilsheld to commemorate the January
3 assassinations of Iranian General Qassim
Soleimaniand comrades.

"Pakistan is indebted to Hajj Soleimani,"
Allama Syed Jawad Naqvi, Chancellor of Jamia
Urwa-tul-Wusqa, expounded ata gathering
inIslamabad he helped organize to protest
America'sassassinationsand policiesinthe
region. After wreakinghavocinIraqand Syria
ISIS (Daesh) had announcedits plans to move
towards Pakistanand Afghanistan onitswayto
Iran,and somefactionsinIslamabad wereready
towelcomethem, Naqvisaid."ButHajjSoleimani
puthishand on Daesh'sneckand did notletit

take a single step towards any other Muslim
land. Why did they kill Hajj Soleimaniinto bits
and pieces? Because hetoreapart [America's]
schemesintheregionintobitsand pieces."
Otherprominentprotestors:

Pakistan Muslim League (N) leader Khwaja Asif
lambasted Pakistan's Prime Minister Imran
Khanduringa Parliamentsession onJanuary 6
forfailingto stand by Iran. Heaccused Khan of
making foreign policy decisionsbased on"fear"
and "blackmail"from Americaand SaudiArabia.
InaGTV Networkinterview on January 10
former Pakistan National Assembly member
Syed Raza AbidiofPakistan's People's Party said
he'sreturningtothepoliticalarena "because my
countryneedsme,"andhewantsto "help defeat
Americanplots"intheregion.

Former Pakistani Army ChiefMirza Aslam Baig,
whose picture with young Soleimani getting
militarytrainingin Cherat, Pakistan,in 1989is
circulatingon social media, called Soleimania
"friend" duringa protestorganized by Muslim
UnityForuminthenation's capital of Islamabad
onJune5.Hesaid "we should unite underthe
guidance of Allahand His Prophet Muhammad
(S) and ready ourselves to challenge our
enemy (American government and its
foreign policies)."Thousands of Sunnisand
Shiasattended Murdabad America (Death to
American Hegemony) ralliesin major Pakistani
citiesinthe days after theassassinations. Mufti
Sayyid Ashiq Hussain said at the march to
the American Consulatein Lahore: "America
[government]isnotonly an enemy of [ranbut
also of Pakistanand all of the Muslim world.
Pakistan should stand with Iran. This one
martyrdomhasunitedand awokenusall."
Deputy AmirJamaat-e-IslamiLiagatBalochled
an8-memberdelegationtolranonJanuary 14to
offer condolencestoIranipolitical and religious
leaders.Baloch had spokenthe previousweek
atthelslamabadrally."Wehavetotakerevenge
ontheenemy's of Islam, humanity,and Muslim
unity." Thirty-givereligious organizations plan
tomeetsoonin Lahore under the banner of
the National Alliance for Religious Harmony to
strategize onhowto deal with "new threats to
Islam."

Trump Impeachment: US Senate Approves

Trial Rules

After more than 12 hours of debate and several failed
Democraticbidsforamendments calling fordocumentsand
witnesses, the US Senate approved aresolution along party

lines outlining therules thatwill govern theimpeachment
proceedings of PresidentDonald Trump.

With Republicans banding together, the
Senate early on Wednesday voted 53-
47 to adoptthe trial plan, which allows
openingarguments from Houselawmakers
prosecuting the case tobegin laterin the
day.

Thetrial started in earneston Tuesday with
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
abruptly abandoningplans to cram opening
argumentsinto two late-nightsessions for
eachside.

Instead, managers from the House of
Representatives and Trump's defense
lawyers willnow each have three days for
24 hoursofopeningarguments.
Itwasadramaticsetback forthe Republican
leader and the president's legal team,
exposinga crack within the party's ranks
and the political unease over the historic
impeachmentproceedings unfoldingamid
awatchful publicinanelectionyear.
Tuesday's session marked an historic day
for the deeply divided country. Trump s
only the third presidentin the history of the
United States to face animpeachmenttrial.
Chief]Justice John Roberts gaveled open
Tuesday's session, with House prosecutors
ononeside, Trump's team on the other,
in the well of the Senate. Senators sat
silently at their desks, under oath todo
"impartial justice". No mobile phones or
otherelectronics were allowed.

The day swiftly took on the cadence of a trial
proceeding over whether the president's
actions towards Ukraine warranted
removal from office.

With all 100 senators seated at their
assigned desksin the Senate chamberand
the Supreme Court chiefjustice presiding,
mostsenators appeared to be listening

carefully with seriouslooks on their faces.
Some took notes. There were very few
smiles.

Democrats putforth 11 amendments for
subpoenas for documents and witnesses.
One-by-one those amendments were
debated and then blocked by Senate
Republicansholding the 53-47 majority.
Under the rules package passed on
Wednesday, evidence from the Democratic
House'simpeachmenthearings will be
included in the record - a Democratic
demand. Opening arguments will be
followed by 16 hours of questions and
answers from senators before four hours
ofdebate.

Trump wasimpeached on December 18 for
abuse of powerrelated to his dealings with
Ukraine and obstruction of Congress for
refusingto participate intheimpeachment
investigation.

House Democrats accuse the president of
abusinghis powerinoffice by orchestrating
apressure campaign to get Ukraine to
investigate former Vice President Joe
Biden,aleading Democratic political rival,
aswellaslaunchaprobeintoadebunked
conspiracy theorythat Ukraine, notRussia,
meddledinthe 2016 presidential elections.
The House impeachmentinvestigation
centred on a whistle-blower complaint
thatdetailed concerns aboutaphone call
inwhich Trump asked Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy for the investigation
into Biden and his son, Hunter, who had
served on the board of a Ukrainian gas
company.

At the time of the call, the Trump
administration was withholding nearly
$400m in congressionally approved
militaryassistance to Ukraine.

Senate Democrats wantto hear from at
least four witnesses in the Senate trial -
ademand Republicans have criticized.
For now, the question of witnesses
will be discussed after opening
arguments and the question-answer
session.
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