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Non-oilrevenuesrisein Hl:

Economymin.

Chairman ofthe Parliament Economic Commission
Elyas Hazratinoted the growth of non-oil revenues
inthefirsthalfofthe currentyear (from March 21 to
Sept.22) ashighlighted by the minister of Economic

Wednesday,January 22, 2020, No. 424

Affairsand Finance (MEAF) inyesterday’s session of
the Commission.

Thelatestsituation of macroeconomicsindexes of
the country wasreported by the economy minister
and hisdeputy, showingthe growth ofthe economy
and foreigninvestmentfrom March21to Sept.22in
thecurrentyear.

Despite sanctions imposed on the country, Iran’s
economy has experienced significant growth as
comparedtothelastyear’s corresponding period,
hestressed.

According to the Minister of Economy Farhad
Dejpasand, the stockmarketplaysaleadingrolein
financingboththe productionand economysector; so
thatrelative stabilityhasbeenrestoed tothe exchange
rateandbankshavetaken effective stepsin providing
working capital ofindustrial and productionunits.

Majorenergy expounderway
on Kish Island

The 16th International Energy Exhibition, Iran’s
second mostimportantenergy event, is currently
underway on KishIsland offthe southern coastofIran
inthe Persian Gulf.The exhibition, running through
January 23, has gathered expertsand those active
intheIranian oilindustry with the participation of
over 140 Iranianand foreign companiesfrom China,
Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands,
the United Arab Emirates, Russia,and South Korea,
aswellasassociations and trade unionsin the oil,
gas, refining, petrochemical, electricityand energy
sectors.The exhibition thisyearaimsatintroducing
domesticcapacitiesand solutionsto counterthe US
sanctionsonIran's oil, gas, refining, petrochemical,
andenergyindustries.Kish ENEXis considered the
second mostimportant energy exhibitioninthe
countryafter Iran Oil Show.

The 16th edition of Kish ENEX is being held at
Kish International Exhibition Center from 20-23
January,in collaboration with the Iranian Ministry of
Petroleum, Kish Investmentand Development Co.,
andKish FreeZone Organization.

TRWC Chief: Tehran
Rainfall Unprecedentedin
Half Century

Tehrandamspresentlyhave 634 million cubicmeters
ofwater, up 85 million cubicmeters compared to this
timelastyear,managing director of Tehran Regional
Water Companysaid.

“The dams are crucial in the sense they control
floodwatersand provide water for drinking, farming
andindustrialusewhentherainsarelow, MehrNews
Agency quoted Seyed Hassan Razaviassaying.
“Tehranhasreceived 136 millimeters ofrainfall since
September 23 (beginning ofthe currentwateryear),

Square, Isfahan, Iran

website: esfahan-news.com
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TPO holds st meeting of Commodity-

Country Deskon trade with Syria

[ran’s Trade Promotion Organization (TPO) held

thefirstmeeting ofits Commodity-Country Desk

ontradewith Syria, Farzad Piltan, the director

general of TPO’s Office of Arabian and African

Countries,announced on Monday.
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The official said
thatthe meeting
was participated
the
representatives
from related

_EEEE  sovernmental

and private organizations
aimingatinvestigating
the hurdlesin the way of
exporting constructional
materials, plastic
products, and minerals
to Syria and finding the
ways to boostexports to
the Syrian market.

The participants explored
thelateststatus oftrade
between Iran and Syria,
mentioned the extant
problems and it was
decided thatthe related
organizations take
necessary follow-up
measures toremove the
discussedbarriers.

Iran and Syria have
been taking major steps
for expansion of their
mutual trade ties. The
two sides have exchanged
numerous trade
delegations in the past
few months and Iranian
private companies are
investinginvarious fields
of Syrian economy like
providing construction

SMS:30007232

several reconstruction
projects.

Backin November 2019,
Syrian ambassador to
Tehran expressed his
country’sreadiness for
providing facilities to
Iranian companies which
contribute to Syria’s
reconstruction.

“The country is fully
prepared to provide
facilities for Iranian
state-run and private
companies to participate
inreconstruction of Syria
and also in other joint
venture projects,” Adnan
Hassan Mahmoud said in
aseminaronIran-Syria’s
business opportunities
in Tehran hosted by
Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO).
Currently, the condition
isripe for the presence
of Iranian state-run and
private companies to

Mahmoud said.
Mentioningthelong-term
strategic cooperation
agreement which was
signed between the
two countries in 2018,
the official said there
are many working
and investments
opportunities for Iranians
in Syria, including
building housing units,
infrastructure, rebuilding
the Syrian factories as
well as providing raw
materials tothem.

The governments of the
two countries are now
working on resolving
banking issues, and
a memorandum of
understanding has
been signed between
the central banks of the
two sides which entails
openingofbankbranches
inthe two countries and
the establishment of a

road transportation
companies to exchange
goodsand meettheneeds
of both sides are also
on the agenda for both
countries, the envoy said.
Addressing the same
seminar, Chairman of
[ran-SyriaJointEconomic
Committee Keyvan
Kashefi delivered his
speechin which he noted
thatconsideringthe two
sides’ determination,
reaching $500 million-$1
billion oftrade turnover
within the nexttwo years
is completely plausible.

“Over the past year,
more than 10 economic
delegations have been

exchanged between
Iran and Syria, however
lacking enough
information and

knowledge about the
otherside’smarketis one
ofthe biggest problems
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What's News

Slight Recovery
inIran's
Housing PM1
Iran Chamber of
Cooperatives has
measured the
purchasingmanagers’
index (PMI) for the
country’sreal-estate
and construction
sectors, under the
Farsi acronym
“Shamekh”, for the
ninth month of the
currentIranian year
endingDec.21.

The newreportsays
housing PMI in the
month increased to
39.56 in the ninth
Iranian month (Nov.
22-Dec.21) from38.5
in the eighth Iranian
month (Oct.23-Now.
21), indicating a
2.75% improvement,
accordingto Financial
Tribune.

The index stood at
44.30inthe seventh
Iranian month (Sept.
23-0ct.22) when the
firstPMIreportforthe
housing sector was
published by ICC.
PMIisanindicator of
thehealth ofeconomic
sectors. It provides
information about
current business
conditionstodecision
makers, analystsand
purchasing managers.
Raw material
inventory levels,
employment
conditions, new
orders’ conditions,
supplier deliveries

whichisa25%increase compared to the average materials d esp;cially carry outjointventure jointbank, headded. for Iranian economic and export/
inthe past50years,” Financial Tribune quoted him cementandworking on projectsallacross Syria, Establishing sea and activists,”hesaid. production conditiol?s
as saying.With the mountains surrounding the we;re . among the
metropolis covered by snow, there willbe no water oy e o o voted toincreasetheloansgiventoeach the pronouncementoftheir marriage criteria  quizzed,
problem in summer “but people stillneed to avoid Ma-]hs COlllllllSSlon partner by 500 millionrials ($3,846)in  contract. yieldingafinal score
indiscriminate consumption.” VYotes to Raise the forthcomingyear, Financial Tribune  The interest-free loans have a 5-year ofbetween 1and 100.

If abusiness scores
50, it means that

reported.
This amount is 200 million rials

maturityandlendersare told to prioritize
lending in this category compared to

The five dams supplying Tehran include Taleqan,
Latyan,Mamlou, Karajand Lar; togetherthey canhold

Marriage Loan

1.93 billion cubic meters of waterand now 60% of The Majlis Joint Commission has higherthanthefigure proposedbythe otherloanapplicants. no change has been
thetotal capacityisfull. Theamountof potable water approved anincreaseinmarriageloans government. The marriageloan given Overtime the value of marriageloanshas perceived compared
usedannually in Tehran Province exceeds 1.4 billion given to newlyweds, the Minister for  toeach partneris currently 300 million increasedin proportiontoinflation rates. to the previous
cubicmeters,accounting foralmost20% ofthe total Sportsand Youth Masoud Soltanifarsaid.  rials. The 30-million-rialloan four years ago month, while scores
drinking water consumptionin the country of 82 The commission, whichis studyingthe Aspercurrentrules,couplescanapply reached 150 millionrialsinthelastfiscal higher orlower than

50 indicate that the

million people. budgetbill for fiscal March 2020-21, formarriageloansup totwoyearsafter year (March2018-19).
businessisbooming
or stagnating
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T'wo rail projects to be inaugurated in

comingyear

Iran's Deputy Minister ofRoads
and Urban Development for
Constructionand Development
of Railways, Portsand Airports
AbbasKhatibisaid on Tue. that
tworail projectswillbelaunched
in the coming year (to start
March21,2020).

He putthe number of majorrail
projectslaunched overthe past
threeyearsat5.

The deputy minister made the
remarksin his visitto Doroud-
Khorramabad Railway project
and pointed to the new credits
allocated to this rail project

and added, “sufficient financial
resources are first defined
for mega rail projects in the
country which canaccelerate
constructionofthe project.”
Elsewhere in his remarks,
Khatibi said that 30 percent
of the totallength of Doroud-
Khorramabad Railway project
hasbeenequippedwithatunnel.
Over the pastthreeyears, five
giant rail projects were put
into operation, he said,adding,
“planning is underway for
launchingtwo giantrail projects
in2020”

The housing PMI is
based on five major
survey areas: new
orders, raw material
inventory levels,
production, supplier
deliveries and
employment.
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Poll: Most Americans Want
Trump Removed from Office by

Senate

A majority of Americans want the Senate to convictand
remove President Donald Trump from office, according to

anew pollconducted by CNN.

Fifty-one percentofrespondents to the pollwantthe Senate
to convict Trump on the impeachmentchargesbroughtby
the House, which would lead to hisimmediate expulsion
from office. Meanwhile, 45 percent of respondents said
they don't wantto see the president removed, Politico

reported.

The poll was conducted from Jan. 16-19 and released
Monday, on the eve ofthe Senate impeachmenttrial, which
getsunderway Tuesday, though senators were sworn in
lastweek.

The numbers are the most favorable for removal since
another CNN pollin]June 2018. Approval forimpeachment
and removal has generally hovered between 36 and 47
percent, peakingat50 percentin polls from October and
November 2019, once impeachment proceedings were
underwayinthe House.
The latest poll also suggests Americans are largely
invested in the impeachment proceedings, with 74

percent of respondents
sayingtheyare eithervery
closely or somewhat

closely following the

developments.

majority  of

respondents to CNN's

survey said they wantthe
Senate to hear from more
witnesses, with 69 percent
wanting the Senate to hear
fresh testimony, and only 29 percent
rejectingtheidea.

The

mzm  US Misleading World on Iran’s Right to
Enrichment: Russia

China's
Former
Interpol
Chief
Sentenced to
13 Yearsin
Prison
Former Interpol
chief Meng
Hongwei, whowas
detained onavisit
to China in 2018,
was sentenced
Tuesday to more
than 13 years in
prison for bribery
inacasethatshook
theinternational
p ol i c e
organization.
Meng -- a former
vice minister of
public security
-- IS among a
growing group of
CommunistParty
cadres  caught
in President Xi
Jinping'santi-graft
campaign, which
criticssay hasalso
served asawayto
removetheleader's
political enemies.
He vanished
during a visit to
ChinafromFrance,
where Interpolis
based, and was
later accused of
accepting bribes
and expelled from
the Communist
Party.

His wife was
granted political
asylumin France
last year, after
saying she was
afraid sheand her
two childrenwould
be the targets
of  kidnapping
attempts.

Meng was
sentenced to 13
years and six
months in prison
and fined two
million Yuan RMB
($290,000), said
the Tianjin First
Intermediate
People's Court
on Tuesday, AFP
reported.
Athistriallast]une,
he pleaded guilty
to accepting $2.1
millionin bribes,
afterthe courtsaid
he used his status
and positions to
"seek improper
benefit" and
accumulatebribes.
The court
statement on
Tuesdaysaid Meng
had "truthfully
confessedtoallthe
criminalfacts"and
would notappeal
thedecision.

The Russian Foreign Ministry
condemned recentremarks by US Special
Representative for [ran Brian Hookabout
Tehran’s nuclear activities, saying that
Washingtonis misleadingtheinternational
community on the Islamic Republic’s right

toenrichuranium.

o

"We consider
it necessary
to respond to

N E W 3 the US special

NEWS representative
_EEEZM  for Iran Hook
about the existence
of some kind of '"UN
standard' prohibiting
the Islamic Republic
of Iran from enriching
uranium,” the Russian
Foreign Ministry said
Monday, according to
the ministry’s official
website.
It said the US claim
accuses the UN Security
Council of contradicting
the nuclear non-
proliferation treaty.
"Unfortunately, such
myth-making has long
been part of the US
approach toward nuclear
non-proliferation ... In
this case, we have,
essentially,anaccusation
againstthe UN Security
Council of making
decisions contradicting
the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT)," the

ministryadded.
The statement also
recalled that the

aforementioned treaty
allows the signatories
to develop nuclear
energy for non-military
purposes.

It also noted that the
NPT does not impose
anyrestrictions onnon-
nuclear states in terms
of uranium enrichment
aslongastheyareunder
the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)

New Head of IRGC Quds Force
Calls US Source of Wickedness,

Mischief

The new commander of the Quds Force of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) described the USasthe source
of wickedness, stressing that the Islamic Republic’s enemies
only understand the language of force and could be defeated

throughresistance and steadfastness.

“Our enemies only understand the language of force and this
iswhy we must maintain our ground againstthem,” Brigadier
General Esmaeil Qa’ani said while speakingin hisinduction

ceremonyin Tehran on Monday.

Describing the United States as the source of enmity,
wickednessand mischiefagainstIran, the commander said,
“Ifwe fulfill our duty inan appropriate manner, all threats can

be turned into opportunities.”

Stressingthatthe enemies martyred former IRGC Quds Force

control and pursue
peaceful purposes.
"The NPT puts no

limitations on the
non-nuclear countries
regarding uranium
enrichment or
developing other stages
of the nuclear fuel
cycle. Thereisonly one
condition: thatall work
mustbe directed toward
peaceful ends and be
underIAEA supervision,”
the ministry said.

The statement came after
Hooktold journalists on
Friday aboutan alleged
UNresolution passedin
2006 0r2007 prohibiting
Tehran from uranium
enrichment.

In2015, Iran signed the
Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA)
with China, France,
Germany, Russia, the
United Kingdom, the
United States, Germany,
and the European Union.
The]JCPOArequired Iran
to putcertainlimits on
its nuclear program in
exchange for sanctions
relief.

In 2018, the United States
abandoned the deal with
Iran,and said itwould hit
thelranianeconomywith

the "toughestsanctions
ever".

On May 8, 2019, the
firstanniversary of the
United States' unilateral

withdrawal from
the agreement, Iran
announced a gradual
reduction of its JCPOA
obligations.

OnJanuary 5, following
the assassination of
Iran's top military
commander Lt. General
Qassem SoleimaniinaUS
attacknearthe Baghdad
International Airport,
Tehransaiditwasrolling
backallits commitments
underthe]CPOA.
Inreactiontolran'smove,
European parties to the
deal, which have failed to
fulfill their commitments
under the JCPOA, have
threatenedtotakelran's
nuclearissue tothe UN
Security Council.

The E3 (Germany, UK,
and France) formally
triggered the dispute
mechanism within the
agreement,accusinglran
of having violated the
accord. Iran would now
be asked toresolve the
so-called dispute with
the Europeantrio,andthe
process could ultimately

commander Lt. General Qassem Soleimani in an unfairmanner,
Qa’anisaid, “They were notman enough to face Haj Qassem on
thebattlefield. They martyred our high-ranking commander
inthe most cowardly manner, butwith the grace of God and the
perseverance ofall valiant men across the world, we will strike
backathisenemyinamanly way.”
Noting that the sole way to overcome enemies is through
steadfastness and resistance, the new head of the IRGC’s
Quds Forcesaid, "The bright path, which Haj Qassem tread
with strength and power, will continue with full force as the
Commander-in-Chiefof the Armed Forces stipulated in his
edict."OnJanuary 3, Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed AliKhameneiappointed Brigadier General Qa‘anias the
new commander of the IRGC Quds Force.

The edict came hours after General Soleimani, Abu Mahdi al-
Muhandis, who was the deputyhead of Iraq’s Hashd al-Sha'abi
(PMU),and anumber of their entourage werekilled in a strike
by American drones near Baghdad International Airporton
Friday, January 3.

lead to the re-imposition
ofthe Security Council’s
sanctions thatwerelifted
bytheaccord.
Inreactionto the threat,
Iran's Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif
on Monday said that
if Britain, France, and
Germany continue their
unjustifiable conduct
and move to send Iran’s
nuclear case to the United
Nations Security Council,
Tehran would have the
option ofleavingthe NPT.
Zarif explained that
Iran was the party to
initially trigger the
dispute mechanism in
2018 by sending three
letters to the European
Union to notify them of
Tehran’s dissatisfaction
with Europe’s non-
commitment to the
agreement. The Islamic
Republic, he added,
was then forced to
resort to the nuclear
countermeasures as the
Europeansremainedin
violation ofthe accord.
He, however, said
Tehran’s measures were
reversible provided
Europe would begin
minding its JCPOA
obligations.

NEWS

Iranian Defense Minister:
Lacking militaryupper
hand, US resorts toother
means toundermine Iran

Iran’s Minister of Defense Brigadier General Amir
Hatamisaid on Tuesday that the United States
isusing various grounds such as economy and
culture to defeat the Islamic Republic because
it does not enjoy the required military lead.
Pointing to the history of US’ animosity against
Iran, Hatami said that “organizing cultural and
economic plots, creating social crises, imposing
sanctions, establishing terrorist forces in the
region, and the assassination of Lt. Gen. Soleimani
areaimed at weakening the Islamic Republicand
eventually, breaking Iran’s military might.”“If they
felttheslightestthattheyhad amilitary upperhand
againstIran, they would neveruse other meansand
approachesto overthrow the Islamic Republic,” said
Hatamiinalocal ceremony.

He wenton to say thatenemies aimed to destroy
Islam and the Islamic Republic by deploying
terroristgroupsintheregionbuttheir plot was
foiled thanks to the endeavors and sacrifices of the
Resistance Axis forcesled by Lieutenant General
Qasem Soleimani.“The Islamic Republic of Iran has
proved thatitwillrespond toany threatatanylevel
accordingtoitsinternal power,” he highlighted.
Tensions between Tehran and Washington hit
arecord high on January 3 after US terrorist
forces assassinated General Qasem Soleimaniin
an airstrike in Baghdad. Iran had vowed ‘harsh
revenge’ and fulfilled the promise on Wednesday by
launching missiles on US military base Ain al-Assad
inIraq.President Donald Trump. In retaliation,
IRGClaunchedamassiveairstrike on US Ainal-Asad
airbaseinlraq.

Araghchi: UK ambassador

given serious warning

Deputy Foreign Minister for Political Affairs
Abbas Araghchisaid on Monday that following UK
ambassador's presenceinanillegal gathering, he
was given a serious warning to avoid repetition
ofsuchamoveinIran.Araghchisaid thathe was
summoned to the Foreign Ministryand received a
warning. Afterward, the ministry said inastatement
thatin case of repetition ofthe move, responsetoit
willnotbelimited to merely summoning. "Ithink
thisisavery clear message that was conveyed to the
British side vis-a-visthe unconventional conductof
theambassador," he said.Asked whether the same
ambassador will come backto Tehran, he said that
UKhasnotchangedits envoy yetand he hasleft
Tehran for personal reasons and will come back.UK
Ambassadorin Tehran Rob Macaire was detained
forhoursduetoattendanceinanillegal protestnear
AmirKabir Universitybuthe wasreleased inlight of
enjoying diplomaticimmunity.

The

White House and the

Pentagon claimed responsibility for the assassination of
General SoleimaniinIraq, saying the attack was carried outat

the direction of US President Donald Trump




Europeans Made ‘Strategic Mistake’ on

Iran Nuclear Deal, MP Says

Spokesman for the [ranian Parliament’s National Security and
Foreign Policy Commission Hossein Nagavi Hosseinideplored asa
“strategic mistake” arecentdecision by the European parties to the
2015nucleardeal to trigger the dispute mechanismin the agreement.

Speaking to Tasnim, Nagavi Hosseinireferred to arecent statement by

10000 Rials

France, Britain,and Germany abouttheir decision to trigger the dispute mechanismin the

JointComprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and said, “This measure by the Europeans has
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prestigein theinternational arena.”
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Iranian clubs to file complaint with CAS over

AFCsdecision

The four Iranian participating clubs in AFC Champions

League willlodge a complaintwith Court of Arbitration

for Sportagainstthe Asian Football Confederation over

itsdecisiontoban Iranian teams from hosting their Asian

rivalsinIran.

Mahdi Alinejadi, deputy Sports Minister, said
thatthe Iranian clubswill prepareacomplaint
and followitup throughthe channel ofIranian
Football Federation inthe CourtofArbitration
for Sportagainstthe AFC.

He said that officials will try to obtain
a temporary order to remove the ban,
addingthatinternational talks and lobbies
are simultaneously underway to solve the
problem.

AFC’s Competitions Committee has
announced thatIranianteamsinthe 2020
ACLshould hosttheirrivalsinaneutral venue,
citing security concernsasareasonbehind

the decision. The measure sparked harsh
criticism from fans and officials in Iran who
believeittobe mainly political.
Followingstrong protests, the AFCtookastep
backandannounced thatthe ACL Preliminary
Stage matches would be held in neutral
venues and the body willlater reconsider the
hosting capabilities of Iranin the group stage.
Esteghlaland Shahr Khodro should play rivals
inthe Preliminary State while Sepahan and
Persepolishavealready secured placesinthe
group stage.

In a letter to AFC published on Monday,
the clubs announced that they will only
participate in the tournamentifthe Asian
Football Confederation officially declares that
they canhosttheirrivalsintheterritory ofthe
Islamic RepublicofIran.

Some experts evaluate AFC’s new suggestion
asatrap. They say the AFC canlaterrepeat
claimsaboutIran’s security and issue the
same ruling which will thenresultin heavier
finesand consequences for Iran’s football.

Sending Back Climate Refugees May Violate

Rightto Life: UN Body

Governments need to take into account the climate crisis
when considering the deportation ofasylum seekers, the
United Nationssaidinalandmarkrulingthatcould pave the

way for future climate refugees.

Therulingbythe UN Human Rights Committee
wasgiveninthe case ofloane Teitiota, from the
Pacificnation of Kiribati, who broughta case
againstNew Zealandin 2016 after authorities
deniedhis claim ofasylumasaclimaterefugee.
Teitiotamigrated to New Zealandin 2007 and
applied forrefugee statusafterhis visa expired
in2010.He claimed theeffects of climate change
andarisingsealevel had forced him to migrate.
HewasdeportedtoKiribatiin September2015.
The committee upheld New Zealand’s decision
to deport Teitiota, saying he did notface an
immediateriskifreturned, butitagreedthat
environmental degradationand climate change
aresomeofthemostpressingthreatstotheright
tolife.

S Korea: Rea-
sons for Deploy-
ment of ‘Anti-
Piracy Unit’to
Hormuz Ex-
plained to Iran

South Korea said it has fully
explaineditsreasonsto Iran for

expand the operational areaofits
Adentothe Straitof Hormuz.
situation in the Middle East,

the government has decided
to temporarily expand the

itslatestdecision to temporarily
“anti-piracy unit” from the Gulf of

“In consideration of the current

Cheonghae Unit’s sphere of

activity in order to guarantee
safety of our people and the
freedom ofnavigation of vessels,”
the South Korean Defense
Ministry said on Tuesday, Nikkie
AsiaReviewreported.

It added that the 302-strong
Cheonghae Unit will not
officiallyjoin the US-led so-called
International Maritime Security
Construct, but will rather
conductindependentoperations
inthe Straitof Hormuz.

“Since May last year, when
tensions began to heightenin
the Middle East, we’ve been
reviewing diverse options,” a
senior Defense Ministry official
said. “We had consultations with
the USregarding the matter,and
explained fully our stance and
reasons forthe decisiontoIran.”
The Cheonghae Unithasbeen

stationed in the Gulf of Aden
since 2009, working to tackle
piracy in partnership with
African countriesas wellas the
USand the European Union.
Accordingto South Korea’s2018
defense white paper, the naval
taskforce operatesa4,500-ton
destroyer,a Lynxanti-submarine
helicopter and three-speed
boats.

The United States has been
trying to persuadeitsalliesinto
aninternational coalition with
the declared aim of providing
“security” formerchantshipping
in the Strait of Hormuz and
other strategic Middle Eastern
shippinglanes.

Several countries have turned
a cold shoulder to the US-led
alliance, arguing that it could
lead to tensions with Iran.

“Withoutrobustnational and international
efforts, theeffects of climate changeinreceiving
statesmay expose individuals toaviolation of
theirrights,” the committee saidinastatement
released earlier thismonth, Reutersreported.

Thiswould trigger non-refoulementobligations

which forbidacountry formreturningasylum
seekerstoacountryinwhich theywouldlikely
beindanger.

The committee added thattheriskofanentire
countrybecomingsubmerged underwaterwas
so extreme thatalife with dignity may notbe
possible evenbeforethishappened.
Teitiota’slawyer did notimmediately respondto
arequestforcomment.

Thelow-lying South Pacificisland nation of
Kiribatihasapopulation of morethan 110,000,
butitsaverage heightof 2 meters (6-1/2 ft)
abovesealevel makesitoneofthe countriesmost
vulnerabletorisingseawaterand other climate
changeeffects.

New Zealand and Australia, the two most
developed countriesin the South Pacific, have
resisted callstochangeimmigrationrulesinfavor
ofPacificpeopledisplaced by climate change.
The UNrulingisnotbindingbutcould openthe
door for future climate change asylum seekers,
asylumadvocatessaid.

“The decision setsaglobal precedent,” said
Kate Schuetze, Pacific Researcher at Amnesty
International.
“Itsaysastatewillbeinbreachofitshumanrights
obligationsifitreturns someonetoacountry
where -duetothe climate crisis - theirlifeisat
risk,orindangerof cruel,inhuman or degrading
treatment,’ shesaidinastatement.

US playersays
Iranverysafe

country

US player of Shahrdari Gorgan
Basketball Team Perry Petty said
onTuesday thatlranisasafeand
calmland forliving, he dismissed
negative propaganda campaign
toshow Iranasanunsafe country.
Speaking to reporters, Petty
said that despite the escalation
between Iran and the US over
the last few months, Iranians'
behavior has not changed

toward him.He added that all
American playersinthe Iranian
Super League have the same
idea with regard to safety in
Iran.The American player also
rejected gossipsregarding him
that Iran is not a safe country
and he is afraid of being Iran.
Earlier, Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister for political affairs Abbas
Araghchiderided the AFCfora
declarationto cancelIran hosting
Asian Champions League, saying
Saudis have unfairly misused
theair disasterand martyrdom
ofinnocent passengers to their

own benefit.Arguing that flights
over Iran are notsafe, the AFC
announcedinaletter on Thursday
that the Iranian teams are not
allowed tohosttheirown matches
inthe AFC Champions Leagueand
thatthe games should be held in
athird country.Iranian sports
officialsand the managersofthe
four teams to representIranin
the AFC Champions League, i.e.
Persepolis, Esteghlal, Sepahan,
and Shahr-e Khodro,announced
thatiftheyare toplayina third
country, they will withdraw from
the League.
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