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NEWS

Indigenized
Petrochemical Plant
Opens 2nd Phase

The second phase of Takht-e-Jamshid
Petrochemical Plantin Mahshahr, Khuzestan
Province, waslaunched Tuesday.

Itwill produce 73,000 tons of polybutadiene
rubber (PBR) and 20,000 tons oflatexayear,
Oil Ministry news agency Shanareported.
Outputwillbeusedindownstreamindustries
for producingrubber goods, especially tires.
With the ability to manufacture polymers,
local companies willhave noneed toimport
thisimportant product, Financial Tribune
reported.

“Thisisone ofthe firstpetrochemical projects
inthe country fully undertaken by domestic
engineers and knowledge-based companies,”
Behzad Mohammadi, managing director of
National Petrochemical Company, said.

The firstphase ofthe complexopenedin 2014
with annual production capacity of 53,000
tons. Initially the plant’s outputincluded PBR
and syntheticrubber (SBR).ItwasIran's first
indigenous petrochemical plant.

Besides supplying domestic companies,
Takht-e-Jamshid Petrochemical Plantexports
to China, Pakistan, India, Turkey, Malaysia,
Thailand, Taiwan, Vietnam, Singapore,
Indonesia, Bangladesh, Romania, Greece,
Italy, Spain, and Brazil.

The plant’s feedstockincludes butadiene
and styrene monomers, which are supplied
from Amir Kabir Petrochemical Company by
pipeline and Pars Petrochemical Company
by trucks.

Two Projects by March

“Closeto $2 billion worth of petrochemical
projects will come online by the end of the
currentfiscal (March 19),” Mohammadi said.
Inthe nextthree months, two petrochemical
companiesin southern Bushehr Province
willbeinaugurated, headded. Theseinclude
Kaveh Methanol Complexand the methanol
unitof Bushehr Petrochemical Complex.
Located near the portcity of Bandar Dayyer
off the Persian Gulf and 120 km west of
Assalouyeh, Kaveh Complexisthelargestof
itskindinIran and one of the biggestin the
world with anannual methanol outputof2.3
million tons.

The privately-owned Kaveh Glass Industry
Group, which accounts for 60% of Iran’s
glass production, is the main shareholder
ofthe methanol company that will produce
methanol,ammonia, ureaand polymers.
Bushehr Petrochemical Companyislocated
in Pars Special Economic Energy Zone and its
first phase will produce 1.65 million tons of
methanol per annum.

When fully operational, it will also produce
1 million tons of olefins, 550,000 tons of
ethylene glycol, 300,000 tons oflightand
heavy polymersand 300,000 tons of acetic
acid.

Feedstock of the plantis sour gas from the
giant South Pars Gas Field, amounting to 9
million cubicmeters of natural gas per day.
Iran’s installed petrochemical output
capacity is 66 million tons ayear. According
to NPCreports, policies to complete the
petrochemical value-added chainhave helped
increase output capacity from 40 million tons
in2013 to 66 million now.
NPChassaidithopestoliftannual outputto
130milliontonsby 2025.
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Iran: Land Under Wheat Cultivation
Reaches 6 Million Hectares

Land under wheat cultivation in Iran has

reached 6 million hectares in the current

cultivation season (started late September of

2019),accordingtolatestdatareleased by the

Agriculture Ministry.
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CIEEEE Ministry’s data

AliQoliImani, the
head of National
Wheat Farmers
Empowerment
Foundation, says
the Agriculture

show this year 2 million
hectares of the grain
have been cultivated
on irrigated land and
4 million hectares on
rain-fed land, Young
Journalists Club reported.
This year, land under
wheat cultivation almost
equalstheareathatwent
under cultivationlastyear,
which means production
will likely remain
the same as last year,
according to Financial
Tribune.

Previously, officials had
warned that due to the
smallrise in guaranteed
purchase prices for
wheat, which did not
measure up to theannual
inflation and didn’t cover
production costs, farmers
arereluctantto plantthe
staple food.

“The government’s wheat
purchases from local
farmers have declined
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by 3 m11110n tons this

year. Therefore, the
governmentdecided to
importthisamountofthe
staplefood toreplenishits
strategicreserves,” Imani
saidin November.
Iranboughtupto 1 million
tons of wheat in recent
weeks on international
markets, trade sources
saidinthe dying days of
2018.

Suppliers are expected
to include Russia and
some European Union
countries, including
Germany, they said.

Two Panamax bulk
carriers loaded with
Russian wheat will be
leaving a major Russian
portforIrannextweek, a
source familiar with the
schedule told Reuters.
“lexpectthebulkofthe 1

milliontonsto be supplied
by Russiaand other Black
Searegions,” atradersaid.
“About100,000 tons from
Germany could also be
supplied, if paymentcan
be sorted out. There are
alsoissueswiththelevels
ofbug (insect) damagein
Russianwheat.”

Most of the purchases
were believed to have
beenundertakenbylIran’s
state purchasing agency
the Government Trading
Corporation of Iran, with
private buyingreported
from across the Caspian
Sea.

“The  decrease in
purchases is not an
indication of decline in
production and there
is good evidence that
farmers have stored the
wheattheyhaven'tsoldto

the government. Yet, the
decision was made, since
the government wants to
make surethereis enough
bread to meetdomestic
demand. Iffarmersdeliver
their stored wheatto state
purchase centers, the
need forimports will be
eliminated,” Imanisaid.
Last year and after
prolonged discussions,
the governmentset the
guaranteed price of
17,000 rials (around
$0.15) perkilo forlocal
wheat purchases. The
price did not, by any
means, satisfy farmers
sinceitneither covered
their production
costs nor their living
expenses. Therefore, they
abstained from selling
all their harvest to the
government.

Utility Going After Water Theft

An estimated 1.5 billion cubic meters of wateris consumed in
Tehran Province annually, of which 25% or 30 million cubic
meters/yearisused by households thatillegally tap into the
water mains without paying, deputy head of Supervision
Departmentin Tehran Province Water and Wastewater
Company said.“Since last March, close to 22,000 illegal
connections have been found in the province, mostof which
were in the poor suburban areas,” Mohammadreza Karami
Nezhad was quoted as saying by IRNA.
Ofthetotal,about 10,000 were disconnected for non-payment
and after payinga fine, they were linked to the municipal water
supply systemlegally, Financial Tribune quoted him as saying.
Theremainingillegal connections will be cut off gradually.

Wateris fastbecomingascarce commodity and governments
aredoingall they can as far as conservation is concerned.
However, there are people thattamper with meters or have
illegal connections.
“Ifinspectors find anillegal connection, the case goes to the
relevant courts and homeowner(s) must pay a fine after
conviction.”"The official said takingatough stance onresidents
who continue to use water illegally should be on the agenda
becausethe “costofthe water they consumeisborne by others”
who have done nothing wrong. Apart from committing an
offense (theftof water and depriving the utility of revenue),
peoplewho cheatthe water companieswithillegal connections
endanger the safety of the mains water through possible
contamination, he stressed.
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Iran to launch abusiness center for
increasing export; official

"Trade Promotion Organizationis
determined tolaunchabusiness
unit commander for decision-
making on the exports affairs,"
Deputy Head of Trade Promotion
Organization of [ran (TPOI) for
Foreign Markets Told.

In an interview with ILNA
published on Tuesday, Masoud
Kamali Ardakani said that the
conditionforexportswillimprove,
if the authorities of Supreme
Council of Non-0Oil Exports
Developmentreturnstothe council
accordingtothe Constitutions.

He added that the TPOI is after

creating new exports markets,
adding that due to recent
investments in fields like steel
and petrochemical, the country’s
exports have distanced from
traditional exports.

"Creating diversity in exports
needsinvestmentin production
sector;" Ardakaniadded.

The Iranian official said that
over4,000items of productsare
exported but national exports
areonlyfocused onlessthan 300
itemsofgoodsanditindicatesthat
the countrylacks diversityinits
exports.
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What's News
Downturn
inIran's
Industrial
Investments
More than  1.87
quadrillionrials ($14.3
billion) worth of
investments have been
made in the industrial

unitswith establishment
permits, while 245.91
trillion rials ($1.87
billion) were investedin
projects with operating
licensesinthefirsteight
months of the current
[ranianyear (March21-
Nov.21).
Theinvestmentvolumes
show a respective
decrease of 10.6% and
36.3% compared with
thesimilar period oflast
year, the latest report
released by the Ministry
ofIndustries, Miningand
Tradeshows.
EstablishmentPermits
A total of 17,054
establishment permits
were issued over the
eight months under
review, registering
a 15.8% year-on-year
growth. These projects
are expected to create
394,921 jobs, 14.2%
more compared withlast
year's corresponding
period, according to
Financial Tribune.

Yazd Province with
1,782,Semnan Province
with 1,493 and Khorasan
Razavi Province with
1,444 had the largest
share of establishment
permitsissued during
theperiod.

Khuzestan Province,
with more than 184.34
trillion rials (over
$1.4 billion) worth of
estimated investments
for 622 establishment
permits, attracted
the highest amount of
investments.

The  number  of
establishment permits
issued for industrial
unitslocatedinfreetrade
and special economic
zones decreased by
18.7% to 191. Close
to 193.34 trillion rials
($1.47 billion) worth
of investments are
estimated to have been
made inthese projects
togenerate 9,864 jobs,
registering a 42.1%
and 11.2% fall YOY
respectively.
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Iranian,
Tuarkish
Defense
Ministers
Discuss
Martyrdom
of Gen.
Soleimani by
US

In a telephone
conversation
with his Turkish
counterpart
General Akar on
Thursday, Iran's
Defense Mininster
Brigadier General
Hatami described
the assassination of
Gen. Soleimaniasa
“coward” move by
Washington and
“a true example of
state-sponsored
terrorism”.

“The Americans
once again showed
their criminal
face to the world
and proved their
terrorist nature to
everyone,” he noted.
General Akar, for his
part, expressed his
condolencesto the
Iranian nation over
Martyr Soleimani’s
assassination and
said creatingtension
and instability in
theregionisnotin
the interest of any
regional country:.
The Turkish defense
ministeradded that
his country always
callsfor sustainable
security in the
region.

General Soleimani,
Abu Mahdi al-
Muhandis, who was
the deputy head
of Iraq’s Hashd al-
Sha'abi (PMU), and
a number of their
entourage were
killed in a strike by
American drones
near Baghdad
International
Airport on Friday,

January 3.
The White
House and the

Pentagon claimed
responsibility for
the assassination of
General Soleimani
in Iraq, saying the
attack was carried
outatthedirection
of US President
Donald Trump.

In the early hours
of Wednesday,
January 8, the
Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps
(IRGC) targeted the
USairbase of Ain al-
Assadinretaliation
forthe USmove.

Saudi Pays $500 Million for Costof
USTroops Stationed in Kingd

The United States hasreceived $500 million from Saudi
Arabiatohelp coverthe costof American troops stationed

inthe kingdom, a US official said.

The payment was reportedly made in December, and
lastweek President Trump said in an interview thatthe
kingdom had "already deposited $1 billion in the bank."

However, earlier in the week, the Pentagon could not
confirm to the network whether or not the payments had

taken place.

"Consistent with the President's guidance to increase

om

partner burden-sharing, the Department of Defense
has engaged Saudi Arabia on sharing the cost of these
deployments, which support regional security and
dissuade hostility and aggression,”
spokeswoman Cmdr. Rebecca Rebarich said.
Rebarich said that Saudi Arabia had "made the first
contribution,” but that "discussions are ongoing to
formalize a mechanism for future contributions that
offsetthe costofthese deployments."The deployment of
additional US troops started in September after attacks on
Saudi oil facilities.The funds will reportedly cover the US's
overall costof deploying troops, including fighterjets and
Patriot missile defense batteries meantto protect Saudi oil

Pentagon

Supreme Leader: Iran strongly responded

to evil European plots regarding JCPOA

The Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
blasted the plots by three European
countries namely the evil UK government
aswellasFranceand Germanyinregards
with Iran's nuclear as attempts to

overshadow therecentevents.

o

The Leader
made the
remarks during

N E w s his first sermon

T de.liveredto the
S Friday Prayers
attended by a
huge number ofpeoplein
Imam Khomeini Mosalla
(prayers ground) in the
capital.
They threatened that
they will take Iran's
nuclear issue to the
United Nations Security
Council again but
fortunately, the Iranian
officials gave them a
resolute response, he
said.
These are the three
countries that helped
Saddam Hussein with
everythingintheir power
during the imposed war
against Iran, he said,
noting thatthe German
government provided it
with chemical weapons
toattackthelraniancities
and fronts the outcomes
of which are still
evident on the Iranian
combatants.
"The French government
provided him (Saddam
Hussein) with Super
Etendard war helicopters
to target Iranian oil
tankers and the British
government was in
the service of Saddam
Hussein and  our
enemies,” the Leader
said."Following the US
exit from the JCPOA,
the three governments
started to speak
nonsense butlsaid from
the beginning that they
arenot trustworthy, as
they will do nothingand
willbe atthe US service,"
hesaid, noting thattoday
afteralapseofoneyearit
was clear thattheyarethe
USerrand boys.
The three contemptuous
European governments
expect to bring the
Iranian nationtoitsknees
butthey are too small to

ISFAHAN

11'Troops Injured in Iran Missile
Attack against US Base in Iraq:

Pentagon

US officials confirmed that eleven American troops were injured
inlran'srecentretaliatory missile attackagainsta USbaseinIraq
despite prior claimsby Washingtonthatno onewashurt.

Theattackwasretaliation foraUS drone strikein Baghdad onJan.3

v A
A X

bringthe Iranian nation
toitsknees, hesaid.
Their negotiations are
also intertwined with
deception, as the same
persons sitting on the
negotiating table are the
same terroristsoperating
in Baghdad Airport; they
are the same but their
clothesare changed, the
Leadersaid.

On the assassination of
the IRGC commander
Gen. Soleimani,
Ayatollah Khamenei
went on to stress that
"the very incident of
this martyrdom itself
was one of the cases
where the will of the
Almighty is revealed
because the infamous
US government caused
ascandal foritself; they
killed aperson who was
the strongest and most
powerful commander
leading the combat
againstterrorism. Martyr
Soleimani was in the
true sense of the word
the most mighty anti-
terrorism commanderin
theregion who became
well known for that."”
Elsewhere in his
sermons, he said Martyr
Soleimani was in the
habitofenteringaregion
which was completely
under siege sotheyoung
people found hope when
they saw the commander
and then they embarked
to break the siege and
force the enemy ran away.
The US did not dare
to confront him
(Gen. Soleimani) on
the Dbattlefield but

assassinated him in a
cowardly manner and
then admitted doing so.
This served asanact of
infamy for the US. Before
thisincident, (doing such
things) was the special
domain of the Zionist
regime, theyassassinated
Hamasleader and Jihad
leaders and said that
they have done them.
Americans killed huge
numbers of people in
Iraq and Afghanistan,
assassinated as many
as people they could
but never admitted to
them. Buthis time they
confessed to doing
this assassination, the
Supreme Leader noted.
The Leader also noted
that they announced
that they will increase
sanctions but they will
notbeabletorestore the
lostimage ofthe US with
these actions.Noting
that Martyr Soleimani
should be viewed as
a school of thought
and a path, Ayatollah
Khameneisaid thatthe
(IRGC) Qods Forceisnot
an organization with
administrative missions
but an institution
with great humanistic
motivations.

The Leader also
expressed condolences
over the Ukrainian
plane crash, saying that
there are ambiguities
surroundingthe event.
Hestressed thattheissue
oftheair crashshould be
pursued and measures
should be adopted to
preventtherecurrence

thatkilled top Iranian General Qassem Soleimani.
PresidentDonald Trump and the USmilitary had said therewereno
casualtiesafterthestrike onthe Ainal-Asad airbaseinwesternIraq.
"I'mpleasedtoinformyouthe Americanpeopleshould be extremely
gratefuland happy,” Trump said on Jan.8inalive address to the
nation."NoAmericanswereharmedinlastnight'sattackbyIran."
“Whileno US service members werekilled in the Jan. 8 Iranian
attacks on Al Asad airbase, several were treated for concussion
symptoms from the blastand are still beingassessed,” Captain Bill

oftheincident.
Describing public
participation as the
main source of power
for the Iranian nation,
Ayatollah Khameneisaid
that another instance
of people's presence
in various areas is in
elections.

Public presence
in elections will
guarantee the country
and disappoint the
enemy, he warned
against certain efforts
underway to prevent
people's enthusiastic
participationinelections.
The enemies thoughtthat
theyhave gained achance
to questionthe IRGCand
otherarmed forces, but
they were mistaken and
they failed to undermine
them, the Supreme
Leader of the Islamic
Revolutionunderscored.
Reiterating that power
isnotlimited to military
power alone, He said that
the country's economy
should also be stronger
and dependence on oil
should end and efforts
should be made to
develop an economy
weaned off oil revenues.
Allthese will materialize
with publicpresence and
the people and officials
should try to make
the country stronger
throughresistance and
concerted efforts and
avoiding laziness and
if these happen, the
Iranian people will be
suchthatthe enemieswill
evendare not threaten
it.

fields from further attacks
fromIran.

"While we will not
comment on specific
bilateral
agreements,
broadly the United
States
burden-sharing among
partnersinsupportofshared
security interests, to include
defense ofthe (Persian) Gulf," a State
Department official told CNN.

defense
more

encourages

NEWS

Ukrainian PM Resignsafter
Recordings Published

Ukraine'sprime minister submitted hisresignation Friday,
days after he was caught on tape saying the country's
presidentknowsnothingaboutthe economy.
InaFacebookpost, Oleksiy Honcharuk said thathe had
givenhisresignationto PresidentVolodymyr Zelenskiy.
“Itookthisposttoimplementthe president's program.He
isanexample oftransparency and decencytome,” hesaid,
APreported.

"However,inorderto dispelany doubtsaboutourrespect
and trust for the president, | have writtenaresignation
letter and submitted itto the president forintroduction
toparliament,” Honcharuk's statementread.Earlier this
weekan audiorecording surfaced in which Honcharuk
appeared tomake disparagingcommentsaboutZelenskiy's
understanding of economics.Honcharuk said that the
recording wasa compilation of “fragments of recorded
government meetings” and blamed unidentified
“influential groups” formakingitlooklikehedoesn'trespect
thepresident. “Itisnottrue,’ the prime ministerinsisted.

Iraq Denies ResumingJoint
OpswithUS

Anlragigovernmentspokesman denied reportsthatjoint
operationshadresumedbetweenlocal forcesand the US-
led coalitionafter Washington’sassassination oftop Iranian
and Iraqi commanders.The New York Times, citing two
Americanmilitaryofficials, reported Thursday that the US
hadresumedthe operations.Butthe Iraqi prime minister's
spokesman on military affairs told AFP the coalition did
nothave permission from Baghdad to carry outanyjoint
missions."Thejointoperationshave notresumedand we
havenotgiven ourauthorization,"said Abdulkarim Khalaf.
Khalafsaid thelragigovernmenthad ordered the coalition
tohaltitsjointoperations following the USassassination
oftop Iraniananti-terror commander; Lieutenant General
Qassem Soleimani, and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, the
second-in-command of Popular Mobilization Units (PMU)

Zarifdiscussesmutual
trade coop. with Indian
entrepreneurs,businessmen

InameetingwithIndianentrepreneursand businessmen
inMaharashtra, Mumbai, [ranian FM Mohammad Javad
Zarifgaveaspeechandanswered questionsaboutbilateral
trade cooperationwithIran.
Themeetingwasalsoattended by Subhash Desaithe Indian
Minister of Industries of Maharashtra State Government.
Maharashtra, astate spanning west-central India, isbest
known foritsfast-paced capital, Mumbai.
ZarifisinIndiato for participatingin ‘Raisina Dialogue
2020,

Zarifhasalsometandheld talks with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who said that his country has many
interestsinmaintaining peace and stability in the Middle
Eastregion.

Thelranian FM also metthe Minister of External Affairs
ofthe Governmentof India Subrahmanyam Jaishankar,
where the two sides reviewed the latest developments
ofbilateral relations especially in the economicfield and
regional conditions.

Inaninterviewwith Indian media, Zarif stated, “India can
playadecisiveroleinreducingtensionsinthe Persian Gulf”
InitsreactiontotherecenttensionsbetweenIranand US,
Indiaannounced, “New Delhi wants speedyreduction of
tensionsinthe Middle Eastregionand Indiahasestablished
directrelations withimportantcountriesin the region
includinglran, United Arab Emirates (UAE), Omanand
Qatar; because, Indiaenjoys greatinterestsin the Middle
Eastregion.”

Urban, spokesman for US Central Command, said in a statement,
APreported.

"Asastandard procedure, all personnelin thevicinity ofablastare
screened fortraumaticbraininjury,andif deemed appropriateare
transportedtoahigherlevelof care,”headded.

"When deemed fit for duty, the service members are expected to
returnto Iraq followingscreening,” Urban said. "The health and
welfare of our personnelisatop priority and we willnotdiscussany
individual'smedicalstatus.”




Ayatollah Sistani's

Larijani, Zarifhope for speedyrecovery of ,\

Iranian FM Mohammad Javad Zarifand Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani
expressed hope foraspeedyrecovery ofleading Iraq Shia cleric Grand
Ayatollah Ali Sistani, who hasundergone asurgery.Ayatollah Ali Sistani
undergone surgery Thursday after he suffered a fracture to his left thigh

bone, astatement from his office said.In a tweet on Arabic, Zarifexpressed

No. 420

contentabouttheresultofthe cleric's surgeryand asked God for his good health.Larijani, on
aphone conversation with the head of Ayatollah Sistani's office in Tehran, also hoped for his
health."Ayatollah Ali Sistanihad anincidental strain to hisleftlegwhichresulted inafracture to
histhighboneand hewillundergosurgerytoday,” the statementread.
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11'Troops Injuredin NEWS
Iran Missile Attack T
against US Basein
Iraq: Pentagon o 29 Iranian
medical sciences
Iran: Land Under universities
Wheat Cultlv.at.lon among world's
Reaches 6 Million best
Hectares Based onindicesincluding
citations, 65 Iranian
Irantolauncha universities, 22 of them
business center for activeinmedical sciences,
inereasinerexport: areamong top universities
. gexp ° in the world, a senior
official o Iranian official said.Deputy

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

for the Ministry of Health,
Treatment and Medical

Morning callto prayer: Education forresearchand

05:40:14 technologyRezaMalekzadeh
Noon call to prayer: toldIRNAon Fridaythat354
|25 [ranian researchers are
12:13:35
i amongthe top one percent
Evening call to prayer: intheworld 90 ofwhomare
17:41:07 conductingresearchin the

field of medicalsciences.

He hailed Iran's scientific
progressin2019interms
of the number of articles
and citations, saying thatit
advanced onepositioninthe
numberofarticlesandstood
at15thwhileitranked 14th
intermsofcitations.

WEATHER

Tragic Ukrainian plane incident should
not be affected by political motivations

oftheissue,” hesaid.

Mousavidescribed that “in pastyears,
the Islamic Republichas asked Canada
tolet consularrepresentative officesbe
activein the two countries; however, the
Canadian governmenthas refused the
issue due tothe US pressure on Iranian
citizens," he said, "The motivation of the

Inareaction to the held Thursday meetingamong

5 countries whose citizens died in an unintentional

downing of Ukrainian flightby IRGC on January 8, Iran’s

foreign ministry Spokesperson Abbas Mousavi said that

Iranissurprised with some ofthe made remarksbesides

having suchameetingheld.

Supreme Leader: Iran strongly responded
to evil European plots regarding J CPOA

Ukrainian FM Thanks Iran for Cooperation
in Probe into Plane Crash

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Vadym Prystaiko,inatelephone

targets on the Islamic Republic of [ran’s soil
wouldbehitin case ofaretaliatory operation,

conversationwith hisIranian counterpart, Mohammad Javad

and consideringanunprecedented increase

Zarif, expressed hisgratitude to the Islamic Republicfor close

inthe aerial movements over the region, the

cooperationininvestigationsintoarecentdeadly crash ofa

[slamic Republicoflran’s Armed Forces were
onthehighestlevel of readinessin orderto

UkrainianairlinerinIran.

respond to possible threats,” the statement
read.

Expressing condolenceswith the families
ofthe victims of the flight, the Iranian
spokesman underlined thatthe Islamic
Republichashad very good cooperation
with the dispatched foreign delegations
studyingthe caseinlran.

“All the bodies of the victims have been
identified and Iranisin full cooperation
with all the affiliated countries and
will continue doing so as far as the
regulationsrequire,”headded.
“Thisisstrange thatthe Canadian FM,
only adayafter doinginitial measures
andbesidesIran’s full cooperation, reads
such astatementand asks fora consular
access, which was agreed upon and
delivered accordingly by Iran on the first
day oftheincidentdue tohumanaspects

Canadians’latestremarks are notclear
tous.”

Torespectthe families of the victims,
he called on all the parties to let the
procedures be done without any
marginal disputesand notto mingle the
issue with political motivations.
Theremarks come asrepresentatives of
Canada, Ukraine, Sweden, Afghanistan,
and Britain, whose citizens were killed
inthe tragic Ukrainian plane crash which
was unintentionally downed by Iranian
defense systemslast Wednesday, held a
meetingin London. In a statement, the
mentioned countries asked Tehran to pay
compensation, noting that Tehran should
hold a "thorough, independent and
transparentinternational investigation
opento grieving nations."

Inthe phone call on Thursday night, Zarifand
Prystaiko exchanged viewsaboutthe Ukraine
International Airlines flight that crashed
near Tehran's Imam KhomeiniInternational
AirportonJanuary 8.

Zarifvoiced Iran’sreadiness to transfer
the bodies of the Ukrainian victims of the
incidentand to involve experts from the
countryintheblackboxinvestigations.

The Ukrainian Foreign Minister also thanked
forthe swiftdeclaration of responsibility and
Iran’s cooperationinall stages.
Inastatementon Saturday, the General Staff
ofthelranian Armed Forcessaid theincident
took place following Iranian missile strikes
onamilitary base of the criminal USregime
inlragand amid apossible threat ofhostile
military actions.“Following the threats from
the presidentand the military commanders
ofthe criminal US thatalarge number of

[talsosaid thatmilitary flightsby the terrorist
American forces had increased around
Iran after the missile attackand there were
reports thathostile aircraft posing threats
toIranian strategic centershad been tracked
onradar screens, making the [ranian Air
Defense moresensitive.The statementadded
thatthe Ukrainian passenger planehad been
approachingasensitive military site of the
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) in
alatitude and with a form similar to those
ofahostile object,and thata "humanerror"
caused thejetliner to be hitunintentionally,
leading to the martyrdom ofthe passengers.
It also offered an apology for the human
error and expressed sympathy with the
bereaved families of the victims, givingan
assurance that “fundamental reforms” inthe
operational processes ofthe Armed Forces
would preventarecurrence of sucherrors.

US Senate Opens Trump
ImpeachmentTrial as New
Ukraine Revelations Emerge

The US Senate formally opened the impeachment trial
of President Trump on Thursday, bracing for a deeply
divisive debate over his fate as senators swore to deliver
“impartial justice” and installed ChiefJustice John G.
Roberts]r.to preside overthe proceeding.

Inasomber ceremony thatinitiated only the third
presidentialimpeachmenttrialin the nation’s history,
Chief]Justice Roberts vowed to act “according to the
Constitutionand thelaws.”

Hethenadministered the same, 222-year-old oath of
impartiality to the senators, setting in motion the final
stage ofaprocessthathasroiled Congressand could
shape the outcome ofthe 2020 elections, along with

Trump’slegacy, The New York Timesreported.
Evenastheritual unfoldedin the chamber, with senators
signing theirnames oneby oneinanoathbooknearthe
marble Senate rostrum, new evidence was emerging
about Trump’s pressure campaign on Ukraine thatisat
theheartofthe chargesagainsthim.

Atrove of texts, voice mail messages, calendar entries
and other records handed over by Lev Parnas, an
associate ofthe president’s personallawyer Rudolph W.
Giuliani, offered additional detailaboutthe scheme. And
the Government Accountability Office,anonpartisan
federal watchdog, found that Trump’s decision to
withhold military aid from Ukraine, which the House
charges was part of his pressure campaign, was a
violation ofthe law.

In Ukraine, officials announced Thursday that they had
openedacriminal investigation into “possible violations

of Ukrainianlawand ofthe Vienna Convention” by allies
of Trump’s after documents from Parnas suggested that
hisassociateshad conducted surveillance on a United
Statesambassador while she was stationed in Kiev.
While Thursday’s ceremony was dictated by tradition
and senatorial courtesy, Trump’s trial promises tobean
unpredictable affair, as Democrats press their case for
removingaRepublican presidenttheyargue abused his
powerand obstructed Congress.

Trump is almost certain to be acquitted in the
Republican-controlled chamber, but even the
president’s allies were divided on Thursday about
how besttodefend himina trial with heavy political
stakes, some pushing fora quick dismissal and others
staying open to calling witnesses who could offer new
information.Atthe White House, Trump sought to
distance himselffrom Parnas and raged about the trial,

telling school prayer advocates thatimpeachmentwas
a“hoax” fabricated by his enemies. The presidentcalled
Representative Adam B. Schiff, Democrat of California
and thelead House impeachment manager, a “corrupt
person.”His comments came hours after Schiff strode
across the Capitol, flanked by the six other House
prosectors, to presentthearticles ofimpeachmenttoa
Senate chamber hushed by the sergeant-at-arms, who
shouted, “Hear ye, hearye, hearye,” to bring the trial to
order.

Schiffread aloud the charges against Trump, accusing
the presidentofascheme to solicitforeign interference
inthe 2020 election for his own benefitby pressuring
Ukraine to announce investigations into his political
rivals, withholding $391 million in military aidand a
White House meeting asleverage, and then by trying to
conceal hisactions from Congress.
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