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Provincerestarted from Saturday, after a five-month
pause duetobordershutdownbytheIragiauthorities.
AccordingtoGilan-e Gharb’s Governor-General Kourosh
Mahmoudian, Iran'sexports of construction materials,
petrochemicalsand detergentsto Iraq have already
resumed throughthe Sumarborder;, IRNAreported.
Atotal 0f340,000 tons of goods worth $400,000 were
exportedtolraqby 18,000 trucks during the firsthalf
ofthecurrentlranianyear (March 21-Sept.22,2019),
accordingto Financial Tribune.

Lastyear (March2018-19),1.14 million tons of goods
worth $1.24 million were exported toIraq through the
borderterminal.

“Iran’soverall exportstoIraqreached $6.3billioninthe
nine monthstoDec.21,” Hamid Hosseini, secretary-
general of Iran-Iraq Chamber of Commerce, said
recently.
“OvertwomonthsleadingtoNov.21,exportsdeclined by
$1billionwhereasthelastfiscalmonth (Nov.22-Dec.21)
saw [ran’sexportstoIraqrise by $600 million.

The American Angle

Notingthattensionswiththe USwon'thave anegative
impacton Iran-Iraqeconomicties, Hosseinisaid,
“IraniansandIraqgis possess many commonalities. Their
economicexchangeswould increase even more than
the currentamountin casethe US orits affiliates try to
disruptthesituation.Iranian products enjoy popularity,
astheyreachlIragiconsumersatthe cheapestpriceand
fast”

Overtheyears, Americans have tried torestrictIran’s
economic presence in Iraqg whether by imposing
limits on bankingrelations or carrying outrigorous
inspections. That's thereason why trade between the
two countrieshasnotprogressed asitshould have,
whereasitcould havebeen expandedinseveralsectors,
includingoil, industries, telecommunications and
education, he was quoted as sayingby Otaghiranonline.
i

Hosseininoted thatthe reopening of Sumar Border
Terminal would help pickup Iran’s exports to the
neighboringcountrybytheend ofthe currentfiscalyear
(March19).

Chazzabehborder crossing, whichhad also been shut
downlately,isalso expectedtoreopensoon.
“Securityand political conditionsinIraqarestabilizing,’
hesaid.

BesidesIran-UStensions, the Iragigovernmenthasalso
beenexperiencingpolitical unrestrecently.
Hosseiniearliersaid Iranexported $750 million worth
ofgoodstolragonamonthlybasispriortotheunrestin
Baghdad.

The volume declined to $540 million in the Iranian
monthendingNov.21—a$210-milliondownturn.
Iran’s exports to the Iraqi Kurdistan have been
continuingwithoutproblems,headded.

Accordingto Sheikh Mustafa Abdulrahman, chairman of
thelraqiKurdistan Region's General Union of Importers
and Exporters,tradebetween Iranand Iraqi Kurdistan
standsat$6billion peryear.
Inanearlierinterview with IRIB News, he said 80% of
[ranian companiesuse the Kurdistan Region to enter
Iraq’s market, adding that 800 trucks carry Iranian
goodsand productsinto IraqiKurdistan daily.
According to Chairman of Trade Promotion
Organization of [ran Hamid Zadboum, the value of
[ranianexportstoneighboringlraqisone-fourthofthe
Arab country’stotalimports.

“Twenty-five percentofthe importmarketinlraqare
heldbyIran,asthevalue of [raniangoods makesup $10
billion of the total of $40 billion in annualimportinto
[raq,"hewasquotedassayingby ILNA.
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Iranian T'ech Firms, Startups Making

Forays Into Healthcare Sector

Knowledge-based companies and startups
inthe Iraniantechnology ecosystem have set
theirsights on expanding theiractivitiesin the

healthcareand medical sectors.

=

In line with the
government's
policy of
promoting tech
firmsin domestic
industries,
innovative ideas
and talents are identified
through startup weekends,
tech shows and similar
events.

One such event was held
on Sunday at the Health
Ministry in Tehran, which
gathered health tech firms
and startups tointroduce
theirlatestachievementsin
thefields of medical science
and economy, yet the event
was poorly covered by
thelocal media, Financial
Tribunereported.

The event, called
Technological Innovation
in Health Development,
was aimed at featuring the
tech firms' newest plans
and ideas in developing
strategicand cost-effective
medical equipment
technologies, highlighting
challenges facing health
startups, identifying gaps
in the domestic health
industry and holding
scientific discussions in
pharmaceutical spheres.
The most promising tech
firms will be granted
financial and technical
support by the event’s
organizers, including the
Vice Presidential Office for
Science and Technology, to
boosttheiractivities.
Experts believe that
harnessing the untapped
potentialsamong would-
be startupsand tech firms
can curb the country's
dependence on oil revenues
and make the domestic
economy sustainable.
According to Sorena
Sattari, the vice president

NEWS

for science and technology,

Iran’s economy is in
transition from traditional
businesses to knowledge-
based firms thatare making
bigger contributions to
the country’s economic
developmentby employing
smart solutions toremove
prevailing shortcomings.

Sattari noted that more
than 2,700 knowledge-
basedbusinessesareactive
in the fields of medicine,

agriculture, molecular
technology, equipment
manufacture and

environmental protection.
The companies constitute
an important source of
income, employmentand
economicgrowth.

“These firms have amajor
roleingeneratingaswellas
turningknowledge intonew
productssuchasradiodrugs
and nanodrugs,” Deputy
Health Minister Reza
Malekzadeh told reporters.
Among the firms
manufacturing healthcare
items, 73 arealso exporting
over4,000 productstoother
countries, headded.
DrivingForce

The establishment of a
startup accelerator to back
teams working in different
branches of the medical
sectorwasanothermeasure
takento enhancetherole of
technology in the medical
sector.

The accelerator named
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Synapse was established
inJanuary 2019 in Tehran
jointly by the Biotechnology
Development Council,
affiliated to the Vice
Presidential Office,and a
private knowledge-based
company.

The unique point about
theacceleratoristhatitis
specifically set to attract
and supportteamsworking
on developing In Vitro
Diagnosticdevices (IVDs).
IVDs are medical
devices intended by the
manufacturer to be used
for lab examination of
specimens derived from
the human body, solely or
principally for the purpose
of giving information
about a physiological
or pathological state, a
congenital abnormality
or to determine safety
and compatibility with a
potential recipient, or to

monitor therapeutic
measures.

Reagents, calibrators,
control materials, Kkits,
specimen receptacles,
computer software,

instruments, apparatus,
equipment or systems,
whether used alone or
in combination with
other diagnostic goods
specifically forin vitro use
areregardedasIVD.

The accelerator will also
boostthe productionof IVDs
and promote theapplication

of modern technologies
while helping meet the
demand of the domestic
medical market.

Inaddition to addressing
theseissues, Synapse will
help link startups and
innovatorsin the field with
investors.

Besides financial and
technical support, however,
the tech firms and startups
also require a well-
equipped working place,
forwhichtheauthoritiesare
developinginfrastructures.
Medical Tech Parks

A gathering of mentors,
legaladvisorsand business
peers in a professional
surrounding equipped with
high-techdevicesisanideal
workingplace forafledgling
startup.

This has not been a
farfetched dream, especially
for  knowledge-based
companies and startups
inIsfahan Province, asitis
hometoamedical tech park
since February 2019.

The park, which sitsin a
21-hectarearea,isactivein
fieldsasdiverse as medical
technology, biotechnology,
genetic engineering,
nanotechnology, modern
medical equipment, herbal
and chemical medicine as
wellasveterinary medicine
and equipment.

Iran Can Bring Russia, India Closer
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Through INSTC

Russia and India can bolster
mutual tradeby overcomingtheir
geographical distance by takinga
routethattakesadvantageoflran's
strategic coastlines,a university
professorwroteinacommentary
onRussia-Indiarelations.

[ran's geopolitical significance
asthelinkbetween the Caspian
Seaandinternational waterstoits
southisacrucial factorforthetwo
countriesastheyaretryingtocope
with China's growing economic
influence, Mandana Tisheyar said
inanarticleforIranian Diplomacy,
accordingto Financial Tribune.

Tisheyar,aprofessorat Allameh
Tabataba'i University, pointed to
thehightideintrilateraltiesamong
Iran, Russiaand Indiaby explaining
the value of the International
North-South Transport Corridor,a
massive projectthatconnectsIndia
toCentral Asiaand Europevialran
and Azerbaijan.The INSTC project
isamajortransitroute designed
tofacilitate the transportation of
goods from Mumbai in India to
HelsinkiinFinland, usingIranian
ports and railroads, which the
IslamicRepublicplansto connect
tothoseof Azerbaijanand Russia.

ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News

Tehran Power
Plants Prepare

for Summer
Three thermal power
plantsin Tehran,namely
Tarashtinwestand Rey
and Besatin the south,
provide electricity
to the megalopolis.
However, since the start
of falland with decline
in consumption, two
of the stations have
ceased operation, said
thedirectorof Technical
Support Office at the
Thermal Power Plants
Holding Company.
“Tarasht Power Plant
was disconnected in
Octoberand Rey Power
Station stopped work
inNovember. Currently
only BesatPower Plantis
operating,”’ IRNA quoted
GholamrezaMehrdadas
saying.

Besatstation, whichwas
built half century ago,
has a capacity of 200
megawatts. Itsupplies
a small part of 3,000
MW Tehran needs. But
as power grids in all
citiesare synchronized,
Tehran’s electricity
demandisalsoprovided
by plantsinothercities,
Financial Tribunequoted
himassaying.

Reyand Tarasht power
plants each have a
capacity of 800 MW and
65 MW, respectively.
Similar to many other
thermal power stations
in Iran, the two have
undergone overhaulin
the cold season to get
ready for the summer
whentemperaturesand
consumptionrise.

The Tarashtstationis 60
yearsold. With the help
of knowledge-based
companies and the
privatesector,olderunits
have been upgraded
and the Tarasht plant
is operating at full
capacity. TheoneinReyis
relativelynew (15years
old).

Annual Program

The thermal power
plantsareundergoing
routine overhaul to get
ready forpeakdemand.
“Repairandmaintenance
programsare underway
atseveral gasand steam
units with a capacity of
46,000 MW,” Mehrdad
wasquotedassaying.
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mm  eaderurges Govt, NGOstohelppeoplein
Sistan-Baluchestan

Iranstrongly
condemns
UKofficials’
improper
measures,

comments

The  Ministry  of
Foreign Affairs of
the Islamic Republic
of Iran has strongly
condemned the British
ambassador’s unlawful
and unprofessional
measure and his
suspiciousattendanceat
agatheringin Tehran, as
wellastheinappropriate
commentsmadebyother
UKofficials.

In a statement, the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, once again,
strongly condemned the
unacceptable remarks
madebythe UKregime’s
Prime Minister, Foreign
Secretaryand Defence
Secretary about US
President Donald
Trump’sactofterrorism
in assassinating
Lieutenant General
Qassem Soleimani, Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis
and their comrades as
being tantamount to
London's partnership
andassistanceinthe US’
terroristmeasure.

The statement also
denounced the
British ambassador’s
attendance at a local
gatheringin Tehranas
ablatant interference
in the internal affairs
of [ran and as being in
contravention of the
principles of diplomatic
relations that raises
suspicions of the UK’s
involvement in the
failed policy of the US’
maximumpressure.
The statement hasalso
slammed the Monday
comments from the UK
foreign secretary who
hasthreatened further
sanctions against the
IslamicRepublicofIran.
“It is obvious that the
UKregimeisstillhaving
anti-Iran delusions on
thebasisofadangerous
miscalculation and is
seeking an escalation
oftensionsintheregion
andinitsrelations with
Iran. The Britishleaders
must know that the
accusations against
Iran could not cover up
that regime’s (UK’s)
blind obedience to the
US, Britain’s scandalous
failure to honour its
JCPOA commitments, or
eventherefusaltoabide
by averdict given by a
British courtonrepaying
hundreds of millions of
pounds in debt to the
peopleoflranduetoits
fearofthe US.

US’ Indo-Pacific Strategy
Destructivefor'That Region:

Lavrov

The United States’ Indo-Pacificstrategyis destructiveasitis geared
todividethe countries ofthatregioninto "interestgroups,’ Russian
Foreign MinisterSergey Lavrovsaid.

Inaninterview with Sri Lanka’s The Daily News newspaper, he
stressed thatthe Indian Ocean should notbe "a cockpit of rivalry
butanarea of cooperation between costal and island nations
jointly creating the conditions for sustainable socialand economic
development"withinvariousregional entities.

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei called on
allgovernmentaland non-governmental
organizationstohelp flood-stricken people
in Sistan-Baluchestan province quickly.

In his message
released in the
wake ofthe floods

ISFAHAN in the aftermath
N E W S of heavy rains

NEWS in Sistan-
_MEEZEM  Baluchestan
Province, the Supreme
Leader said torrents

of rains in Sistan-
Baluchestan and some

other areas in south

o

. further losses.Earlier, thecountry,saying:"Our
eastern Iran which . . .
. . Iranian Foreign thoughts and prayers Sistan-Baluchestan
caused inundation and Minister Mohammad are with our affected i ffectedi
landslide prompting province was affected in

the governmental and
non-governmental
organizations to help

Javad Zarif referred to
unprecedented flood in
Sistan-Baluchestan in
the southeastern partof

"ThiswouldalsobenefitRussia, giventhatthe Indian Oceanregion
partly coverstheterritory ofthe Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO).Forexample, SriLankaisaSCO dialogue partner;" hesaid, Tass
reported.

"Unfortunately, we have recently been witnessing persistent
attempts of extra-regional powers toreshape the established
ordertoserve theirnarrow interests. The conceptofa "freeand
openIndo-Pacificregion" promoted by the United Stateshasnota
unifyingbutadestructive potential," Lavrovsaid. "Itstrue objective
istodividetheregionalstatesinto "interestgroups”, weakeningthe
newly-established regional system ofinter-state relationstoassert
dominance."

Accordingtothe Russiantop diplomat,any newideas concerning

south of Iran.

compatriots."Heavy rains
on Thursday night caused
heavy floods in three
provincesinsoutheastand

the mostsevere way due to
receivingrecord-breaking
precipitation whichis 26
times more thanlastyear.

theregion’s strategicdevelopment
should help establisha common
spaceofcooperation."Theregional
architecture should be builtin
aconcerted effortbased on the
principles ofindivisible security,
rule of international law, non-
interference in the internal affairs,
peaceful settlementofdisputesandnon-
use offorceorthethreatofforce,"headded.

The US administration’s "Free and Open Indo-Pacific" is
seenbyexpertsasaninstrumentto contain Chinaand curtail its
influencesinthatregion.

NEWS

Vaezi calls Iran-Qatar

talks'constructive'

Iranian President's Chief of Staff Mahmoud
Vaezion Tue.said that constructive talks were
held between Iranian and Qatari officials in
Tehran.

On hisInstagram page, Vaezi wrote, “although
the trip of Emir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani to Iran was short, very
constructive and fruitful talks were exchanged
Iranand Qatar have maintained deep-rooted
ties with each other and have stood by each
otherintough and difficult conditions, Vaezi
added.

Therelations between Iran and Qatar will be
expanded and developed more than before, he
emphasized.

Emir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thaniarrived in Tehran onJan. 12 and was
welcomed by Iranian Minister of Energy Reza
Ardakanianin Sa’dabad Historical and Cultural
Complex. After meeting with Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani, he metand held talks with
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

Rouhani calls on

Judiciary to form special
courtforplane incident
investigation

President Hassan Rouhani called on the
Judiciary to make every effortto accelerate the
investigation process ofa Ukrainian passenger

people and prevent
o = 92 percent of Republican
P()ll. ')l respondents opposing it.
Percent of Meanwhile, 56 percent
o of independent voters
Amel'lcans polled said they supported
Sllppﬂl’t Trump's impeachment,
while just 38 percent said
House Vote they disapproved it, The Hill

to Impeach
Tramp

American voters are almost
evenly split on whether
they supportthe USHouse's
move toimpeach President
Donald Trump, according to
anew Quinnipiac poll.The
survey, which was released
on Monday, found that 51
percent of voters polled
approve of the House's
move toimpeach Trump and
make him just the third US
presidentin history to face
Senate removal. Forty-six
percentsaid they opposed
thelower chamber's move.

Opinion is divided along
partisan lines, with 91
percent of Democratic
respondents approving of
Trump'simpeachment and

reported.The survey found
largely the same findings
in response to whether
the Senate should vote to
remove Trump from office,
with 46 percent saying the
upper chamber should and
48 percentsayingitshould
not.The House in December
voted to impeach Trump on
articles of abuse of power
and obstruction of Congress.
The step came after an
inquiry into allegations that
Trump pressured Ukraine
to announce beneficial
investigations of his political
rivals. Trump is alleged to
have used nearly $400 million
inmilitary aid asleverage.A
majority of respondents
(52 percent) said they are
troubled by Trump's actions
involving Ukraine, while 45

percentsaid they were not.
Inaddition,an overwhelming
majority (66 percent) said
they would like to see former
national security adviser
John Bolton testify in a
Senate impeachment trial.
Thatincluded 39 percent of
Republicansand 71 percent of
independents.Bolton hassaid
thathe'd be willing to testify
inatrialifhe wereissueda
subpoena. Trump indicated
last week that he would
attempttoblock the former
administration official's
testimony.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi

(D-Calif.) said last Friday that
she was prepared to send
the impeachment articles
to the Senate this week. The
Quinnipiac poll discovered
that voters were almost
equally divided over her
move to withhold thearticles.
Forty-four percent said
they approved the decision,
while 48 percent said they
opposedit.The Quinnipiac
survey was conducted among
apopulation of 1,562 self-
identified registered voters
between]Jan.8andJan.12.1t
has amargin oferror of 2.5
percentage points.

plane thatwas ‘unintentionally downed’ near
Tehranlastweek.

“The]Judiciary should establish aspecial court,
headed by aseniorjudge and tens of experts,
toinvestigate the plane incident,” Rouhani
said on Tuesday on the sidelines ofadomestic
agricultural exhibition in Tehran.

The president said, “Since the moment I
realized theincident could have happened due
toanunusaulreason, I made every effort to
reduce the investigation time so that we would
know the cause ofthe crash.”

Rouhani furthersaid, “I promise all the families
ofthevictimsinIranandall other countries-as
[told theirleaders and authoritiesin phone
conversations - thatthe government will follow
the case with allits capacitiesand power.”
“Thisisnotanordinary case,and the whole
worldiswatchingus,” headded.

A Ukrainian plane with 176 people on board
was unintentionally downed near the capital
city of Tehran on Wednesday amid the
heightened tensionsbetween Iran and the US
inthe pastweeks. The victims include mostly
Iraniansand Iranian-Canadians, 11 Ukrainians,
and four Britishnationals.

Human error not to undermine

IRGC salient achievements:
Army chief

The Commander of Iran’s Army Major General Seyyed
Abdolrahim Mousavi said that the human error in the
downing ofthe Ukrainian plane willnotundermine the salient
achievements made by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC).

Hemade theremarks on Tue.inalocal ceremonyand expressed
his deep condolences to the bereaved families of the victims of
the Ukrainian plane incident which crashed outside Tehran
afterhavingbeenbroughtdown due tohuman error "atatime
of crisis caused by USadventurism," according to a statement
by thearmed forces.

“The tragicincident which claimed the lives of anumber of
our people has greatly saddened the hearts of the country's
protectors of security in the Armed Forces.”

He emphasized, “in view of the noble people of the country
and bereaved families of the victims,a human error will never
undermine the dignity and salientachievements of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).”

Over the pastfour decades since the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, IRGC has played a constructive role in sensitive
military and security arenas, and its considerable
achievements duringthese yearshave beenathorninthe eye
of enemies ofthe Islamic Revolution, he added.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Major General Mousavi pointed to
the USattemptinlaunching psychological operations following
itsnumerous failures and added, “under the auspices of the
martyrs of the Islamic Revolution especially the resistance
front, the Armed forces of the country enjoy high power,
authority, sovereignty, dignity, and favorable security.”
Certainly, Islamic Republic of [ran Army Forces along with the
I[slamic Revolutionary Guard Corps and other armed forces
will make their utmosteffort forindependence, security and
grandeur of the noble nation of [slamic Iran under the wise

leadership of

the Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution
andwillnotallowthe USterroristforces toundermine valuable
achievements of the armed forces, he stressed.




Syriaawards top military medal to Martyr

Soleimani

The Syrian Arab Republichas awarded Martyr Lieutenant General
Qasem Soleimaniwithits top military medal. The medal,accompanied
by astatementsigned by Syrian Preside Bashar Assad, was delivered to
theIranian Defense Minister Brigadier General Amir Hatami on Monday in
ameetingthathehad with his Syrian counterpartGeneral Ali Abdullah Ayyoub.

The Syrian Prime Minister Imad Khamis had unveiled the medal ata meeting with

[ranian FirstVice-PresidentEshaqJahangiriin Tehran earlier on MondayAwarding this
medalrevealsthe Syrian president’s deepaffection for General Soleimaniand forhisbrothersin
thelslamicRepublicofIran,” Khamissaid.
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Morning call to prayer:
05:40:35

Noon call to prayer:
12:12:34

Evening call to prayer:
17:38:29
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Iran strongly NEWS
condemns UK e
officials’improper
measures, comments
’ Iran, IAEA
Poll: 51 Percentof discuss JCPOA
Americans Support Ambassador
House Voteto and permanent
Imveach Trum representative of Iran
P P to the International
. B OrganizationsinVienna,
IranianTech Kazem Gharib-Abadimet
Firms, Startups with Director General of
Making Forays Into theInternational Atomic
Healthcare Sector Energy Agency (IAEA),
o Rafael Mariano Grossi.
The two officials

discussed the latest
developmentsregarding
the]JointComprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA)
aswellasrelationsand
cooperation between
IranandIAEAin2020.
ThemeetingcameasIran
leftall the operational
limitations within JCPOA
initsfinal step ofreducing
nuclear commitments,
but still maintains
[AEA inspections
within comprehensive
safeguard and nuclear
proliferation.

Leaderurges Govt, NGOs to help peoplein
Sistan-Baluchestan

UK Envoy Should Be Expelled Based on
Int’]l Law: Iran Judiciary

Iran’s Judiciary Spokesman Gholam Hossein Esmaeili

said according to international law, the British

ambassador to Tehran has notrespected the laws of the

Islamic Republicand should be expelled.

“Itistruethatthe Vienna Convention, in
itsexplanation of diplomaticrights, grants
immunity to foreign diplomats in host
countries,” Esmaeilitold reporters during
apressconferencein Tehran on Tuesday.
“We alsorespectthisimmunity butthe
same convention statesin Article 41 that
allpersonsenjoying diplomaticprivileges
and immunities are obliged torespectthe
laws and regulations of the host countries
andrefrain frominterferingintheinternal
affairs ofthe countries,” headded.

“Underinternationallaw,suchapersonis
a‘Personanongrata’. The (Iranian) people

expectthe persontobeexpelled and that
isalsowhatinternational law calls for;” the
spokesman wenton to say.

Iranian Police havereleased footage that
shows British Ambassador to Tehran Rob
Macaire taking partinanillegal gathering
inthe capital.

On Saturday, Macaire was arrested after
he tried to “provoke and organize” an
anti-government gatheringheld in front
of Amir Kabir University in Tehran,
accordingtoaninformed security source.
“The Britishambassadorwas detained in
accordance with thelaw forbeingillegally
present (in the protest) in violation of
diplomaticnormsand while he wasacting
againstthe country’s security,” the source
said Sunday:.

The British diplomatwas handed overto
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and then
wasreleased.

mechanism: report

France, Britain and Germany will reportedly inform the

EuropeanUnionon Tuesdaythattheyaretriggeringadispute

mechanisminthe Irannuclear deal following reduction of

JCPOA obligationsby Tehran, two European diplomats said.

Accordingto Reuters, thediplomats said the
decisionwas aimed atwhatthey claimed to
be awayto save the deal by discussing with
Iranwhatitshould do toreverse decisions
ithad made.

Theaimwasnottoreimpose UN sanctions,
thediplomatssaid.

Six European and Western diplomats
said previously that Britain, France and
Germany had agreed in principle to begin
the process butthey would still waitto see
how significantIran's steps were before
takingafinal decision,accordingtoareport
by Reuters.

The “disputeresolution mechanism,” isalso

France, Britain, Germany to activate trigger

activation canleadtothereturnofthe UN
sanctionsagainstIran.

The nuclear deal, officially known as
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA),wasadeal struckbetween Iran
and the five permanent UN Security Council
members — the United States, Russia,
China, France and the UK — as well as
Germany and the European Union.

The treaty has come under increasing
strain ever since President Donald Trump
announced the USwithdrawal fromthe deal
inMay 2018 and unleashed the “toughest
ever” sanctions againstIran despite global
criticism.

Earlier this week, the US presidenturged
other signatories of the deal to pull out of
whathad remained ofthe JCPOA, promising
to impose new economic sanctions on
Tehran.Inresponse, Tehran has so farrowed
backonitsnuclear commitments five times,
butstressed thatitwillreverseits measures
assoonas Europe finds practical ways to

° “The two countries share views

Il“all, Chma . onthefightonnarcotics,and such
discuss expansion commonviews have prepared the
. o ground for close cooperation,”
ofanti-narcotics Momeni said, adding that he
Coop. would discuss various plans

In a meeting between Head of
Iran's Drug Control Headquarters
(DCH) Eskandar Momeni and
Chinese State Councilor Zhao
Kezhi in China, the two sides
explored avenues of enhancing
cooperation between the two
countriesinthe fightagainstillicit
drugs.

Momeni arrived in China on
Monday at the invitation of
the Chinese Minister of Public
Security.

Speakingtoreporters, the [ranian
general said he soughtto promote
cooperation between Tehranand
Beijinginvarious fields of the fight
againstnarcotics.

with the Chinese officials to
share experiences in the war on
illicit drugs.“In this visit, we will
strengthen cooperation between
thetwo countriesinvarious fields
of combatting drugs, such as
countering, treatment, mitigating
damages, and prevention atthe
level of regional and international
diplomacy,” Momeni stated.

Zhao, also serving as the chief of
the National Narcotics Control
Commission, said that China
and Iran have a long history
of friendship. The bilateral
comprehensive strategic
partnership has developed
steadily underthe guidance ofthe

leaders of the two countries.
Hesaid that Chinaisreadytowork
withtheIraniansidetoimplement
the consensusreachbyleaders
ofthe two countries, strengthen
consultationand exchange inanti-
narcotics and deepen practical
cooperation in drug control to
provideabetter benefitto the two
countriesand their people.

Iran, which hasa900-kilometer
common border with
Afghanistan, hasbeen used as
the main conduit for smuggling
Afghan drugs to narcotics
kingpinsin Europe.

Despite high economicand human
costs, the Islamic Republic has
been actively fighting drug-
trafficking over the pastdecades.
According to official data, it is
estimated that 11% of GDP is
spentdirectly and indirectly on
the fightagainstdrugs.

known as the trigger mechanismandits  shield mutual trade from the USsanctions.

President Blames
USfor Ukraine
Plane Crashin

Iran

Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani blamed the recent
crash ofaUkrainian passenger
plane near Tehran on the US,
pledging that he will inform
the publicon the results of the
investigationinto theaccident.
Speaking at a conference on
agriculture, held in Tehran
on Tuesday, Rouhani said
events leading to the deaths
of passengers of a Ukrainian
jetliner that crashed near
Tehranon]January 8 “arerooted
inthe US,and itwas the USthat

causedsuchanincidentto take
place.”However, he said, this
would not prevent Iran from
examiningall factorsbehind the
plane crash.

“As the representative of
the Iranian nation and the
president, [ will follow this up
and we will inform the people
aboutwhateverresultswereach
in the next stages,” Rouhani
pledged.He also praised the
Iranian Armed Forces for
admitting to making a mistake
and for apologizing to people,
stressing thatthe faultcould not
fallonasingle person.

“People know thatthe incident
has occurred unintentionally,
but it should be clear what
conditionsledtotheincident,”

the presidentadded.

“The (Iranian) administration
feelsresponsible for the dear
people and for the nationals of
other countries, and will carry
outall ofitslegal duties. More
importantly, our people need to
receive anassurance thatsuch
incidentswould notberepeated
again,”headded.

The General Staff of the [ranian
Armed Forces announced on
Saturday thatthe country’s air
defense unintentionally shot
down the Ukrainian passenger
plane on January 8 amid the
highest level of readiness
because of a possible military
attackby the US.

All 176 people on board the
plane wereKilled.
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