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Iran's Non-Qil Foreign
Trade Surpasses $63
Billion

Iran's overall non-oil foreign trade (excluding
crude oil, mazut, kerosene and exports via
suitcasetrade) duringthe firstnine months ofthe
currentIranianyear (March 21-Dec.21) stood
at $63.73 billion, says Seyyed Ruhollah Latifi,
spokesman ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration. “Exportsstood at 103.58 million
tons worth $31.9 billion, indicating an 18.5%
growthinweight compared with the same period
oflastyear;,” he was quoted as saying by Mehr News
Agency, withoutmentioning changesin the value
ofexports.“Importsreached 24.97 million tons
worth $31.83 billion during the period.”

Iran's Iron Ore, DRI
Exports Decline After

Imposition of Tariffs

The Ministry of Industries, Mining and Trade
beganimposing 20-25% tariffs on the export of
unprocessed mineralsas of Sept. 23 for supporting
domesticproductionand generating more value-
added.Iran’s total exports ofiron ore witnessed
anoticeabledownturnsince the seventh Iranian
month (Sept.23-0Oct. 22), atthe beginning of
which the Ministry of Industries, Mining and
Trade started to impose tariffs on the export of
unprocessed minerals, includingiron ore.The
data werereleased by the Iranian Mines and
Mining Industries Developmentand Renovation
Organization.DRI exports also registered a
noticeable decline, similar toiron ore exports,
duringthe eighth Iranian month, asthe country’s
DRIexportsduringthe monthtotaled 15,400 tons
toregisteran82.11%and 40.77% decline MOM
and YOY respectively.Iron ore exports during the
eighth Iranian month (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) saw a
staggering decline of 75.43% month-on-month
and 80.32% year-on-yeartoreach 311,000 tons.

INTA Announces Cigarette
Tax Rates

Imported cigarettes are subjecttoa 12% value
addedtax, 3% dutieslevied by the municipalities,
26% importtax, 1% taxlevied by Iranian Red
CrescentSociety,40% directtaxand 10% taxon
the government’s monopolylicense. Allinall, a
92% taxislevied onimported cigarettes, IRNA
reported. Meanwhile,a 12% value added tax, 3%
dutieslevied by the municipalities, 10% direct
taxand 2% monopolylicense are imposed on
locally-produced cigarettes. Atotal of 27% duties
and taxes arelevied on domestically-produced
cigarettes.

Supportfor CBI
Intervention in Currency
Market

Intervention of central banks in currency
markets does not happenonlyinIran, saysa
former head of Tehran Stock Exchange."Central
bankers around the world use a variety of
methodsto control the marketand protectthe
value of their national currencies. The Central
Bank of [ran should do its best to prevent the
decline in the value of the rial and support
local businesses,” Ali Rahmani was quoted
as saying by ISNA.He referred to controlling
instruments, the regulated forex marketand
oversightbodies as the three basicarms of central
banks’intervention, thoughheholds the opinion
that Iran needs to develop more up-to-date
instruments.
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millionwill be allocated to dam constructioninthe next

[ranianyear.

This the amount, five
times  bigger than
the
Environment'sbudget, will
be spent on completing

&4@;1

ISFAHAN
NEWS

NEWS

Department of

NO 395

projectsand building new

_m mega structures, ILNA

reported.

So far so good. But what keeps
environmentalists and water
experts wondering are two
questions: Why do officials insist
onbuilding more dams when they
know thereis no water to store,
[ILNAreported.

Many say why notinvest money
in waterrecycling and effective
measures to prevent seepage
and leakage in pipelines that
supply water from dams to water
treatment plants?

Accordingto Energy Ministry data,
plans are underway to complete
120 dams across the country, of
which 43 "should" be ready by
2022.0fthe 172 structures almost
halfareeither running out of water
or halfempty, Financial Tribune
reported.

DamsinIrancanhold amaximum
of 50 billion cubic meters of water
and whenthe ongoing projectsare
completed, storage capacity will
exceed 80 bcm.

Butthisis far beyond the capacity
ofriversandthe precipitation that
havebeen of descending orderin
the pasttenyears (exceptfor some
mountainousregionsin the west).
Mohammad Darvish, an
environmental expert and a

researcheratthe Research Institute
for Forests and Rangelands, says
no water will be collected behind
the dams now under construction
because surface water sources are
depletinggradually and rainfall has
dwindled to alarge extent.

Aging Water Network

Darvishis ofthe opinion thatthe
funds ($160 million) should be
spenton higher priorities, namely
building wastewater plants to help
reuse wastewater and rehabilitate
aging water networksin cities and
small towns through which alarge
volume (30%) of drinking water
islostdue to seepage and rusted
pipelines.

Referring to the construction
of rubber dams in Gilan and
Mazandaran provinces, he said
building such structures in the
northisawrongpolicy.
“Notonlydo they seriously impact
the hydrologic systems, the entire
cycle of water movement, the
damslead to deforestation and
destruction of pastures, especially

inthe Hyrcanian forests,” he said.
The forests cover five provinces,
stretching eastto westalongthe
southernborder ofthe Caspian Sea,
covering the provinces of North
Khorasan, Golestan, Mazandaran,
Gilanand Ardabil.

The water problem inthe northis
notwater shortage, itisthelarge
amounts of water wasted due to
seepage, the solutionto whichisnot
buildingdams, he stressed.

An estimated 700 million cubic
meters of water is wasted annually
at a time when an increasing
number of environmentalists and
economic expertsare struggling
to find ways to curb consumption
and waste.

AWorld Bank study puts the global
estimate of physical water loss
at 32 billion cubic meters a year,
halfof whichisinthe developing
countries. If water loss in
developing countriesishalved, the
saved water would be enough for
90 million people, the globallender
says.

Since the beginningofthis Iranianyear (March 21,
2019),800,000 tons of goods have been exported
fromIranto Central Asian countriesby 13,000 cargo

Cementwas mainly exported viathe Sarakhsborder
(withthe share of 70 percent), Vargnoted.

"Some 73 percent of the total volume was exported
to Uzbekistan and the rest to Turkmenistan and

Il'all l'eveals railcars, Director General of the Iranian Khorasan
volume of Railway Office Mostafa Naseri Vargsaid.
Vargsaid thatexports from the Sarakhs borderin
exports to Iran’s Razavi Khorasan province to Central Asia via
railway increased by 58 percent, as the private sector
Central became more active in the international supply of
Asian goods.The director general added that 701,000
. tonsofgoodswere loaded in the Razavi Khorasan
countries province for exportto Central Asia by rail.

Kazakhstan," said the director general.

Iran’s trade with Central Asian countries byrail is
carried out through the Sarakhs border in Razavi
Khorasan province and the Inchehboronborderin
Golestan province.LastIranian year (from March
21,2018toMarch 21,2019), exports,importsand
transitvia Sarakhsrailway exceeded 2 million tons.
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State Financial Supportfor
Smartphone Production
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ICT Ministry and two
banks, CBI and PBI, along
with domestic mobile
operators MCI and MTN-
Irancell, have signed a
multilateral agreement to
streamline the production
of smartphonesinIran.he
Central Bank of Iran and
PostBank of Iran, affiliated
to ICT Ministry, will invest 2
trillionrials ($14.8 million)
inthe domesticproduction
of smartphones to curb
dependence on foreign

suppliers.

On Tuesday, ICT Ministry,
CBI and PBI, along with
the domestic mobile
operators Mobile
Telecommunications
Company of Iran and
MTN-Irancell, signed a
multilateral agreementto
streamline the production
of smartphones in Iran,
the ministry's website
reported. Thetwobanksare
toinvest 1trillionrials ($7.4
million) each in the project.
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Oil Prices
Could Makea
Runat$S0

Analysts  believe
that oil prices “will
likely hold” around
$70 a barrel, “but
could make a run at
$80 if the conflict
between the US and
Iran spreads to the oil
fieldsofsouthernlraq
or if harassment of
commercial shipping
intensifies

Oil prices could
surge toward $80 a
barrel if escalating
geopolitical tensions
disrupt Middle East
crude supplies,
analyststold CNBCon
Friday, with energy
market participants
“on  tenterhooks”
afteraUSairstrike on
key Iranianand Iraqi
military personnel.
International
benchmark Brent
crudetradedat$68.65
Friday morning,
up more than 3.6%,
having earlier spiked
toanintraday high of
$69.16.

US West Texas
Intermediate stood
at$63.38,over 3.5%
higher, paringsome of
itsgainsafter climbing
t0$63.84 earlierinthe
session.

Iran’s General
Qasem Soleimani,
who led a special
forces unit of Iran’s
elite Revolutionary
Guards Corps, Quds
Force, was martyred
inanairstrike at the
Baghdad International
Airport early on
Friday.

The same attack
also martyred
Iraq’s Abu Mahdi al-
Muhandis, the deputy
commander of militias
known as the Popular
Mobilization Forces,
Reuters reported,
citinganIraqimilitary
spokesperson.

The airstrike, which
the Pentagon said
was issued at the
direction of President
Donald Trump, has
exacerbated already-
hightensionsbetween
theUSand Iran—and
sparked concerns of
retaliatoryaction.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,528.18%

Currency : IRR
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Iran will take
harshbutnot
hastyrevenge:
Armed Forces

Spox
Spokesman of the
Iranian Armed
Forces Brigadier
General Abolfazl
Shekarchiannounced
on Saturday that
Iran will respond
the US move of
assassination
of IRGC's Quds
Force commander
Lieutenant General
Qasem Soleimanibut
will avoid taking any
hastyaction.
General Shekarchi
said Iran will avoid
taking any hasty
action butwill take a
toughrevenge from
the US, as the Iranian
and regional nations
besidesthe Leader of
the Islamic Republic
desire.

He reiterated that
Iran will take a tough
revenge from the US,
as the Iranian and
regional nations
besidesthe Leader of
the Islamic Republic
desire.

It is the Islamic
Republic’s  right
to respond to
assassination of
General Soleimani by
theUSand willdothat
forsure, henoted.
“In case of [Iran-
US] war or any
confrontation,
Americans will suffer
severe damage and if
they doany madness,
Iran’s response
would be tougher,” he
said.

The Spokesperson
elaborated that
“Americans have
takenanirreversible
step.”

The United States
terrorist forces
assassinated General
Soleimani and Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis,
the second-in-
command of Iraq’s
pro-government
Popular Mobilization
Units (PMU) —better
known as Hashd
al-Sha’abi — in an
attackat Baghdad’s
international airport
early on Friday. The
Pentagon said in a
statement that US
President Donald
Trump had ordered
theattack.

General Soleimani’s
body  will be
transferred tolIranon
Monday to be buried
in his hometown,
Kerman.

G

exalted fighter”“Hajj Qassem had come close to martyrdom
repeatedly, butin performinghis duty and fighting for the
cause of God, he had no fear of anyone or anything,” the
Leadersaid.Ayatollah Khamenei emphasized that General
Soleimani was martyred by “the world’s mostvillainous
individuals” namely the American officials, adding that
their pride in this crimeis a distinguishing feature of “the
brave fighter”.Ayatollah Khameneialso highlighted the
popularity ofthe martyrand prayed for patience and calm
inthehearts ofhis family members and all Iranians.

Major General Soleimani, the deputy head of Iraq’s Hashd
al-Shaabi, and anumber of their entourage werekilled in

Following Path of God, Gen.
Soleimani Had No Fear of
Anyone: Leader

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei praised the braveries of the former commander
ofIran’s IRGC Quds Force, martyr Qassem Soleimani, and
said he always followed the path of God and had no fear of
anybody.Duringavisitto Major General Soleimani’shome
in Tehran on Friday night, Ayatollah Khamenei expressed
sympathy with the family of the martyr and offered

Airportinthe early hours
of Friday:.

The White House
and the Pentagon
confirmed the
assassination of
General Soleimani
in Iraq, saying the
attack was carried
out at the direction
of US President Donald
Trump.

condolences over the martyrdom of “the sincere and

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
said the Islamic Republic will certainly
takerevenge for the US assassination
of IRGC Quds Force Commander Major
General Qassem Soleimani.

. ) The Iranian
%J/L;l nation reserves
the legitimate

ISH“IAN and certain right

N E W s to retaliate for

NEWS the US killing
_m of General
Soleimani, Rouhanisaidin
ameeting with the family
ofthelate commanderin
Tehran on Saturday. He said
the White House has not
realized whatabigmistake
itmade by assassinating
thelranian general,adding
that Washington “will
suffer the consequences
of suchacriminal measure
notonly today, butalsoin
theyearstocome.”Lauding
the late commander for
his unwavering efforts to
ensure security in Iraq,
Syria, Yemen, Lebanonand
Afghanistan, Rouhanisaid
General Soleimani was not

onlyamilitary commander
anda coordinator of major
operations, but also an
unparalleled politicianand

strategist.

General Soleimani
who devoted his life to
protecting oppressed

nations and the security
ofregional countries was
martyred by the “biggest
terroristin history”, the
Iranian presidentsaid.

General Soleimani,
the deputy head of

and a number of their
entourage were Kkilled
in a strike by American
drones near Baghdad
International Airportin
the early hours of Friday.
The White House and the
Pentagon confirmed the
assassination of General
SoleimaniinIraq, saying
the attack was carried
outatthedirection of US
PresidentDonald Trump.

In a message on Friday
morning, Leader of

astrikeby American drones near Baghdad International

Rouhani: Iran Will Certainly Retaliate
Assassination of Gen. Soleimani

Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei warned that
harsh revenge awaits
the criminals behind the
martyrdom of General
Soleimani.

Ayatollah Khameneialso
reminded all friends and
enemies of the Iranian
general thattheresistance
path  will continue
vigorously, stressing
that continued battle
and ultimate victory will
disappointthe murderers
and criminals.

Iraq’s Hashd al-Sha'abi, the Islamic Revolution

Iran'sSNSC
Describes
Assassination of
Gen. Soleimani as
'Strategic Mistake'by
US

Supreme National Security Council of
Iran held extraordinary session after
USmove to assassinate commander of
the Quds Force ofthe Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC), describing the
move as Washington's biggest strategic
mistake.

"Iran's Supreme National Security
Council during its extraordinary
session today examined various
aspects of this incident and made
appropriate decisions; and announces
thatthe regime of the United States
of America will be responsible for
all the consequences of this criminal

adventurism,” the SNSC said in
a statement on Friday, following
Soleimani's assassination.

"The US should know that the criminal
attackagainst General Soleimani was
itsbiggest strategic mistake in West
Asia,and America will not easily get
away with the consequences of this
miscalculation,” it added, Press TV
reported.

TheIRGCannounced inastatementon
Friday morningthat General Soleimani
and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, the
second-in-command ofIraq's Popular
Mobilization Units (PMU), were
martyredintheviciousoperation.
Following Soleimani's assassination,
Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei said
those who assassinated the IRGC Quds
Force commander mustawaitaharsh
revenge.

Ayatollah Khameneisaid the “cruelest
people on earth” assassinated

the “honorable” commander who
“courageously fought for yearsagainst
the evilsand bandits ofthe world.”
Elsewhereinits statement, Iran's top
security body said such "blind and
coward measures" would strengthen
the IslamicRepublic's determination to
keepup withitsresistance policies.
"Undoubtedly, this crime was the
revenge of Daesh and Takfiri terrorists
againstbig commanders of the fight
againstterrorism which was carried out
by the US againsthonorable symbols of
the elimination ofterrorisminlIraqand
Syria,"the SNSC stated.

Itemphasized thatthe martyrdom oftop
Iranian and Iraqi commanders would
shineasanothersign ofanunbreakable
bond between the two nations in the
future.

In astatement posted on his official
website, Ayatollah Khameneiappointed
Esmail Qa'anias the new head of the
IRGC Quds Force.

NEWS

Iran condemns Germany’s
backing for US brutal,
illegal actions

Iran's Foreign Ministry spokesman has condemned
supportive positions attributed to the German
governmentregarding the US assassination of
senior Iranian military commander General Qassem
Soleimani.

In astatement, Seyyed Abbas Mousavisaid such
remarks show Germanyisnotaware of realities.
“Such commentsindicate Berlinis notaware of
realities on the ground in the region, and will,
intentionally or unintentionally, align this country
(Germany) with the United States’ state terrorism,”
said the spokesman.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran regards the German
government’s stances in support of brutal
and unilateral US actions which are against
internationallaw as complicity in these actions,and
Iranreminds the German government of General
Soleimani’skeyrolein fightingthe terrorism of ISIS,
whose continued existence would have endangered
thelives of countless number of people even in
Europe,” hesaid.

Rezaei calls for taking fifth
JCPOA stepASAP

Expediency Council Secretary Mohsen Rezaei has
urged taking the fifth step in Iran’s reduction to its
commitments to the nuclear deal following the US’
terroristassassination of Lt. Gen. Qasem Soleimani.
AsIran’sfifth deadline to the European signatories
to the nuclear deal draws near, Secretary of the
Expediency Council Mohsen Rezaei wrote in a
tweet on Saturday, “until Iran’s decisive and harsh
response to Trump, going ahead with the fifth step
inreducing]JCPOA commitmentsassoonas possible
isvital”

The United States terroristforcesassassinated Lt.
General Soleimaniand Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis,
the second-in-command of Iraq’s pro-government
Popular Mobilization Units (PMU) — better known
asHashdal-Sha’abi —inanairstrike at Baghdad’s
international airportearly on Friday. The Pentagon
saidinastatementthat US President Donald Trump
had ordered theattack.

Iran's Supreme National Security Council during
anextraordinary session on Friday vowed a harsh
response "in due time and right place” for the
terroristsbehind Lt. Gen. Soleimani's assassination.
Ontheotherhand, Iranhasbeen taking step-by-step
measurestoreduce thelevel of its commitments to
thenucleardeal (JCPOA) following the US’ unilateral
withdrawal from the agreementand the European
countries’ failure to safeguard Iran’s economic
interestsinthe face of USsanctions.

Inatelevised interview late on Friday, Rezaei
described Trump’s order to assassinate the
commander of IRGC’s Quds Force, Lieutenant
General Qasem Soleimani, as a “political and
military suicide.”

“Washington did notappeal to the Security Council,
which meansthatitisnotinterested inthe world’s
response (butis) interested in changing the
balance of powerintheregion.”

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo spoke to Russian
foreign minister Sergey Lavrov over the phone after
theassassinationand assured Moscow thatthe USis
notlooking forawar with Iran,and the drone strike
was carried outto preventwhathe called planned
“imminentattacks” on Americans.

For his part, Lavrov called the move “illegal” and
complained thathe was notnotified before it was
made.Major General Soleimani, the deputy head
of Iraq’s Hashd al-Shaabi, and anumber of their
entourage werekilled in astrike by American drones
near Baghdad International Airportinthe early hours
ofFriday.
The White House and the Pentagon confirmed the
assassination of General Soleimaniin Iraq, saying the

Russia Warns US of *Grave
Consequences’ of Soleimani
Assassination

Russiastrongly condemned the US for the assassination
of Commander of IRGC Quds Force Major General Qassem
Soleimani.

Moscow said General Soleimani’s assassination would
have “grave consequences forregional peace and stability,”
accordingto a Friday statement from Russia’s Foreign
Ministry, National Review reported.

“We are guided by the premise thatsuch actions are not
conducive to finding solutions to the complex problems
thathave piled up inthe Middle East. On the contrary, they
leadtoanewround ofescalation of tensionsintheregion,”
the statementsaid.

“Thisis probably the height of cynicism,” said Russian
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova Friday.

attack

was carried out at the

direction of US President Donald Trump.



US assassination of Gen Soleimani to have

militaryresponse

US assassination of [slamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) senior
commander Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimaniisan "actof war;" [ran's
Ambassadorto the United Nation Majid Takht Ravanchisaid on Friday,adding
thatresponsetoamilitaryactionwillsurelybeamilitaryaction.

TakhtRavanchimadetheremarksinaninterviewwiththe USTV channel of CNN.

10000 Rials

“We can’tjust close our eyes towhathappened lastnight. Definitely there willbe

revenge,aharshrevenge.’General Soleimaniand the Deputy Commander ofthe Iraqi
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Who Was General Qassem Soleimani?

popularityintheregionand
hisrolein fightingterrorist
groups, his martyrdom
will have consequences
which are underno one’s
controland the USwill be
responsible forthem,” Zarif
said.Antonio Guterres, for
hispart, expressed concerns
overthe US’act, describing
it as cause of escalating
tensionsintheregion.

Major General Qassem Soleimani, whose assassination

by the US was confirmed earlier on Friday, had played

amajorroleindefendingIran againstits enemies and

assistingregional countries fight foreign occupation

and terrorism.

Soleimani, bornin 1957, started his
military career by joining the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
following the victory of the Islamic
Revolutionin1979.

Duringthe imposed Iraqi war onIran,
which waslaunchedin 1980 and lasted
for eightyears, Soleimani gradually
became known as anadeptcommander,
leading Iranian troops in numerous
battlesagainstinvading Ba'ath regime
forces.

Laterappointed asthe chiefofthe IRGC's
expeditionary Quds Force, Soleimani
gradually became a forefront figure
inIran's push to assistregional states
and allies counter foreign-backed
interventionsintheregion.
Asforeign-backed Takfirioutfitsreared
their headsinrecentyears, the IRGC
commander emerged as akey strategist
and ingenious commander leading
Iranian military advisers assisting
Syrianand Iraqitroopsinbattlesagainst
terrorists.

The general was frequently pictured
onthefrontlines duringanti-terrorism
operations from Iraq’s Mosul to Syria’s
Aleppo.

Inlraq,atthe heightof Daesh’s terror
campaign, he assisted the Baghdad
governmentin operations to retake
the strategic oil-rich city of Tikrit from
Daeshin2015.

InJanuary 2015, the head ofIraq’s Badr
Organization credited Tehran and
Soleimani with saving Baghdad when
Daesh firstunleashed its campaign of
terrorintheneighboring countryayear
earlier.

Popular Mobilization Units (PMU), known as Hashal-Shaabi, Abu Mahdi Al-Mohandes, who were separately
leaving Baghdadairportintwo cars were targeted and assassinated on Fridaymorning.

SIS
2

Following Path of God, Gen. Soleimani Had

No FearofAnyone: Leader

EUurges Iran, US to exercise self-restraint

High Representative ofthe European Union]Josep Borrell

threatens the whole region, which
has suffered immensely and whose
populations deservelifein peace, Borrell

Fontellesinastatementcalled onIranandthe USto exercise

Fontellesreiterated."The EU standsready

self-restraint with regard to assassination of IRGC's Qods

to continueits engagementwith all sides

Force Commander Lieutenant General Qasem Soleimani.

inorder to contribute to defusingtensions

andreverse the dynamics of the conflict."

"The currentcycle of violence in [rag must
be stopped beforeitspiralsout of control,”
the statementreads.

"The EU calls on all the actors involved
and on those partners who can have an
influence to exercise maximum restraint
and show responsibility in this crucial

Earlier, Former EU foreign policy chief
Federica Mogherini said "An extremely
dangerous escalationin the #MiddleEast."
"Hope that those who still believe in
wisdom and rationality will prevail, that
some of the diplomatic achievements of
the pastwillbe preserved, and thatamajor

The general also took personal
command of the battle against Takfiri
militantsin the Syrian city of Bukamal,
located in Dayr al-Zawr Province, in
November2017.
InNovember 2017, Soleimanideclared
the end of Daesh’s territorial rule in
a letter addressed to Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei.

Earlier thisyear, the Leader awarded
Soleimani with Iran’s highest military
order, the Order of Zulfaqar.

Hailed both by the enemies and foes
as amajor military tactician, General
Soleimanitopped Foreign Policy (FP)’s
2019listof Global Thinkers in defense
and security.

Several reports emerged about
assassination plots against the
commander by the US, Israel and Saudi
Arabia-whicharebelieved tobe among
the major supporters of Takfiri terrorists
wreakinghavoconthe Middle East.

On Thursday, however, the Trump
administration openly claimed
responsibility for assassinating
Soleimani.

In a statement on Friday, Iran's
leader vowed "harshrevenge" for the
perpetrators ofthe attack.

The Leader also offered condolences
to the Iranian nation and General
Soleimani’s family, and declared three
daysofnational mourning,.

moment,"itadded.

"Furthermore, the ongoing escalation

scale confrontation will be avoided," she
added.

How Trump interprets his "deep

respect” for "terroristnation"
InhisspeechonFridayto claim the responsibility
of the assassination of Iran's General Qasem
Soleimani, US President Donald Trump said that
hehas"deeprespecttheIranian people”. This
remark comes despite the facthe had already
called Iranian people "aterroristnation".

"l have adeeprespectforthe Iranian people.
Theyarearemarkable people withanincredible
heritage and unlimited potential,” said Trump
afterhavingordered the assassination of General
Soleimani.

He made these remarks while he had called the
Iranian people "aterroristnation” only a short
time ago.

Inaself-contradictory statement, he claimed that
he carried outthe terroristaction "to stopawar”
and "nottostartawar.

Trump claimed that General Soleimaniwas "the
number-one terroristanywhere in the world",
while the factisthat Soleimani had fought Daesh
and putan end to the US-made terrorist group.
General Qasem Soleimaniannounced the end of
Daesh (theISIS) on November21,2017.

He accused General Soleimani of "plotting
imminent and sinister attacks on American
diplomats and military personnel” but failed to
provide any proofforhis claim.

He said that General Soleimani had targeted
hundreds of American forces, civilians and

servicemen, giving no proofs for his claims.

He wentontoaccuse the martyred general of
trying to destabilize the Middle East, hiding the
factthatitisthe USandhisalliesthathave created
the ISIS, al-Qaeda, the Taliban, and al-Nusra
Front;anditisthe USanditsalliesthatarekilling
children, women and the other peopleinlraq,
Syria, Palestine,and Yemen.

Trump said thathe doesn’tseekregime change
while his own and his aides' previous remarks
showthe otherwise.

He claimed thatthe Islamic Republicis using the
money of the people outof Iran, forgetting that
the he had criticized the previous president for
spendingseventrilliondollarsinthe Middle East,
saying, "We have spent $7 trillion in the Middle
East. You know what we have for it? Nothing.
Nothing."

Boastingaboutthe US military and intelligence
and praisinghimself, hethreatened Iranagainand
saidthatheis"readytotake anyactionnecessary."
Actually, the USlong history of crimes against
humanity isundeniable.

Inreactionto the USterroristattack on general
Soleimani, many countriesand prominentfigures
oftheworld condemned the US.
PeopleinIranand some other countries took to
the streetsto condemn the US terrorattack on
Iranian national hero.

Iranian officials, including Supreme Leader
ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, have promised "asevererevenge."
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