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Iran’s rail network to be
connected to Afghanistan

sSoon
Iran's Deputy Minister of Roads and Urban
Developmentfor Constructionand Development
of Railways, Portsand Airports said thatIran’srail
networkwill be connected to Afghanistan soon.
Abbas Khatibi made the remarks on Sat.and
pointed to the quantitative increase of rail
network towards neighboring countries and
revealed the connection of railway network ofthe
country toneighboring Afghanistan.
Healsoreferred to the prioritized projects of the
Ministry of Roads and Urban Developmentand
added, “up to the presenttime, five rail projects
havebeenputintooperationinthe country.”
Efforts are underway to put Bostanabad-
Khavaran Road in Tabriz, East Azarbaijan
province, into operation before termination
ofthe nextyear (tostart March 21,2020), he
emphasized.
He went on to say that Khaf-Herat railway
project,aslongas 139 km, which connects the
rail network of the country of Afghanistan, will
comeonstreambythe end ofthe nextIranianyear
(tostartMarch21,2020).
Connection of rail network of the country to
neighboring countriesisone ofthe main policies
ofthe Ministry of Roadsand Urban Development,
theissue ofwhichhasbeen putatopagenda ofthe
ministry, Khatibiadded.
Elsewhere in hisremarks, the deputy minister of
roads pointed to Rasht-Astara Railway project
and said, “effective and constructive talks have
beenmadeinthisregardinline with completing
construction operation of this giant project.”
He alsorevealed the development ofrail lines
ofthe country towards Eurasiaand added, “in
construction of railway projects, technical
specifications are taken into consideration, so
thatthetrains are transited and exited from the
countryinappropriate time.”
o

Oman eager toimport from
Iraninstead of Lebanon,
Syria

Director General of Ports and Maritime
Organization for Agreements and Market
Development said Oman is interested in
importing from Iraninstead of Lebanon and Syria.
Referring to agreements in maritime and
shippingtransportation, Mohammad Ali Asl
Saeedipour said reducing ports and customs
tariffs to increase trade exchange volume is on
theagenda.
Hereferred to promoting shipping companies’
cooperation on transporting goods between
Iran, Oman and third countries, facilitating
cargo and passenger ships movementsin ports,
agreements on technical cooperation, including
rescue, protecting the maritime environment,
training courses, maritime security, exchanging
information and experiences as mainissues
mentioned intheagreement.
He noted that one of the main objectivesis to
transfer the Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) products and to become a transit
corridorintheregion.
Oman haswelcomed importing Iranian products
like fruit, meat, saffron, and pistachio.
Referring to seaas one of the suitable paths for
exchanging goods between Iran and Oman,
he said decisions have been made to facilitate
the customs procedure and tariffs, decreasing
bureaucracy procedure and issues related to
standardization.
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What's News
UAE tohost Asia,
The number of ATMsin Iranreached 58,442 Middle East’s
by the end of November, which shows banks bit d
installed more than 1,800 new devicesin one nmen, I:oa
yeartomeetincreasingdemand forservices out construction
ofthebranches. conference
N Datareleased by On the 8th to 9th of
%J/M the Central Bank January, the largest
ofIran's Office for gatheringofthe Asiaand
ISFAHAN PaymentSystems, Middle East’s bitumen
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shows that the
state-owned Bank
Mellilranadded
8,1250 ATMs, higher than
otherlenders.BankSaderat
Iranwasnextwith 5,153
machines,and Bank Mellat
thirdwith 4,952 ATMs.
Thedataalso showed that
Tehran Province,the most
populated provinceinthe
country,had 13,320 ATM
devices.

There are more than
22,000 bankbranchesin
Iran, abouthalfof which
arenotneeded. Financial
expertsand policy pundits
believelendersshouldstart
downsizingand closethe
extrabranches,andinstead
focus on improving and
expandingonlineservices,
according to Financial
Tribune.

In recent months bank
brancheshavebeen closing
down, especiallyindistricts

and rents are expensive
and where there is
overconcentrationofbanks
andlendinginstitutions.
ATMs are the most
popular and trusted
banking technology in
the country of80 million.
A considerable number
of bank customers still
rely on ATMs for banking
servicesratherthanother
applications and online
platforms. More than
1.42billion transactions
were processed via the
automatedtellermachines
inthe firstthree months
of currentfiscal year that
startedonMarch21).

that Iranian banks had
87.69 ATM machines per
100,000 peoplein 2018,
whichismuchhigherthan
theaveragein MENAregion
at27.93(2017) orinthe
world, which is around
41.5.

ATMisinitsthird decade
of existenceinIran. Bank
Sepah, the first Iranian
bank, was the first to
introduce the machinein
1992 by installingitinits
central branchin central
Tehran,issuing 100 debit
cards forits managers to
get cash from the ATM.
Bankershavebeenurged
to consider renovation

devices,ratherthanmerely
expanding it. Recent
technology, like ATMR,
Virtual TellerMachinesand
cashless ATMsareamong
proposed improvements
thatbanks could consider.
Using VTM, customers
canbeintouch with their
banks conveniently and
services requiring bank
accountnumberscanalso
be handled. The cost for
banksisalsoreducedasthe
VTMisalow-costunit.
Certain features and
servicessuchastheability
todepositmoneyviaATMs
canserveasforwardsteps,
asitremovestheneed for

wherereal estate prices  world Bank data shows of their network of ATM  referringtobankbranches.
_ vegetablesand fruits. importantly banking.
50% OlelSSO Il'all EvadingSanctions Despite the US sanctions, the Tehran

Tradein National

Currencies

Commercial transactions in national
currenciesbetween Russiaand Iran exceeded
50% in 2019, Moscow's commercial
representativein Tehran, Rustam Zhiganshin,
said.

"While in 2018 payments in national
currenciesamounted to40%, this figure has
already exceeded 50%in 2019," Zhiganshin
told Sputnik.

The official stressed thatuse oftherubleand
rialis crucial formaintainingbilateral trade.
Zhiganshinunderscored the considerable
volume oftwo-waytrade, saying thatbilateral
tradeincreased by 21% between January
and Octobertoreach $1.67 billion dollars,
accordingto Financial Tribune.

Russia exportselectrical machinery, steel,
rail cars,wood, vegetable oil, corn, barley,
lamband other goods,and imports cheese,

Zhiganshin said Russian companies are
interestedin collaboratingwith Iran despite
thenew USsanctionsagainst Tehran.
"Russian companies remain interested in
cooperation [withIran]insuchareasasthe
oiland gasindustry, electricity generation,
mining, the metallurgical industry,
agriculture, publichealth, transportation
and car construction," hesaid.

Tensions between Washington and Tehran
continuetoincrease since May 2018, when
Donald Trump abandoned the landmark
Irannuclear agreement, known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),and
imposed tough penalties.

Accordingto Zhiganshin, the USrestrictions
affected some companies that have
subsidiariesinIran.

The Americanhostility hastargetedabroad
range of businessesin Iran, from the key
oilindustry to the auto sector, trade in gold
and precious metals, shipping,and more

governmenthas maintained its trade with
neighborstothebestofitsability.

The governor Central Bank of Iran
Abdolnasser Hemmatisaid earlier Tehranhad
totallyscrapped USdollarintradewith Russia
andsomeothertrade partnersare usingtheir
national currencyinstead.

Iranand Russiahaveannounced connectivity
oftheirdomesticfinancialmessagingservices
toreplacethe SWIFT (Society for Worldwide
Interbank Financial Telecommunication).
InSeptember; Russian presidential aide Yury
Ushakov said both countries are connected
throughthe Russian SPFSandIran’s SEPAM.
“Toprotectbilateral tradeand economicties
fromsanctions ofthird states, we are taking
measures to expand directsettlements, use
national currencies,and establishinteraction
between the Russian financial messaging
systemandIran's SEPAM, asanalternative to
making paymentsthrough SWIFT",Ushakov
said.

and road construction
is going to take place
by Rex Fuels’ AME
Conference 20201in UAE.
More than 200 bitumen
market players and
supplierswill attend this
two-day conference, in
ordertonetwork, share
experiences and meet
potential  business
partners to grow their
businesses.

This  international
conference  covers
many subjects related
to bitumen including
the growing concerns
about the supply-
demand mismatch,
recycling  bitumen
and modifying it for
safe and long lasting
roads, and IMO 2020
marine fuel sulphur
limits. This gathering
aimed to stimulate the
bitumen market and
engage all theactorsto
resolveissues by taking
appropriateactions.

As rapidly growing
countries in Asia are
developing their Road
networks, Bridges and
public Infrastructure
tomeet their growing
market demands, the
bitumen and the road
construction industry
isgoingto grow atthe
highest rate. There
are, however, growing
concerns about the
supply-demand
mismatch and capability
to fulfilthese demands.
In order to answer the
challenge of creating
sustainable roads,
partofthe conference
will be allocated to the
debate and comparison
being made between
Bitumen Roads (Flexible
and

pavements)
Cement Roads (Rigid
pavements). While most
markets see Bitumen as
environment-friendly,
sustainable and an
economically-viable
product, few countries
continue to prefer Rigid

NO 390 Solution: NO 389

China commerce ministry says it has
proactively dealt with U.S. trade frictions
China’s Commerce Ministry

has “proactively dealt with”
tradefrictions with the United

month, announcinga “Phase
one” agreement that would
reduce some U.S. tariffs

States this year, it said on in exchange for what U.S. pavements.

Sunday afteranannualwork officials said would be a big

conference. jump in Chinese purchases of =
Theministryhasimplemented Americanfarm productsand

the decisions of the central othergoods. GOLD PRICE PEROUNCE
governmentand “resolutely China’s commerce ministry 1 511 7$

hassaiditisin close touchwith
the United States on signing
the trade deal, and both
sides are still going through
necessary procedures before
thesigning.

safeguarded the interests of
the countryand the people”,
itsaid in a statement on its
website.

The United Statesand China
cooled their trade war this

GBP 154911

EUR 46934
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Enemy has targeted Iran's
economic advantages

Thehead of the Civil Defense Organizations GholamrezaJalali
said on Sunday thatby waging the economicwar, the enemy
hastargeted Iran's economicadvantages.

Jalalimade the remarks elaborating in the US "Economic
Terrorism" againstIran.

He said thatsince US President Donald Trump took office,
he took up three approaches againstIran: military war,
economicwar, and political war.

Afterthe USadvanced drone was shotdown, they cametothe
understanding thatthey don’thave the power to face Iran

militarily and thatIranis fully able to defend itselfand make
the USregret, Jalalisaid.

OnJune 20, the air force of the Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) shotdown an American spy drone, identified
asRQ-4 Global Hawkthathad violated Iranianairspaceinthe
Kuh Mubarakregionlocated at Hormuzgan province, south
ofthe country.

Jalalisaid that when the US saw that it was defeated in the
military front, they wentfor the cyberattackand economic
war, butlran's cyber defense was so strong thatthe enemy
could notinflict major damage on infrastructures of the
country.

He added thatin the recent protests that took place in

=m  Negotiation between Iran and U.S. is
possible; Political Professor

Iranwill
notgiveinto
mediafuss
around jailed
Australian

national: spox
Iranian Foreign
Ministry
Spokesman Seyyed
Abbas  Mousavi
shrugged off the
mediahype overthe
imprisonment of
Australian woman
Kylie Moore-Gilbert
inlran.
“She has been
arrested on the
charge of violating
Iran’s national
security, and the
competent court
hasalsoissued the
appropriate ruling
by observing all
relevant laws,”
said Mousavi on
Saturday night in
response to media
reports about the
Australian national,
Foreign Ministry
websitereported.
“Experience has
shown that the
Islamic Republic of
Iran would not give
intothepoliticaland
smear campaigns,
and this Australian
citizen (Moore-
Gilbert) is serving
her sentence while
enjoying all legal
rights, like any
other convictwitha
judicial verdict,” he
added.
“Public  opinion
would not forget
the Australian
government’s
treatment of Ms.
Negar Qods Kani,
who was kept in
custody without
committing
any crime and
was treated in
an inhuman
manner for 28
months. Among
the examples of
treatment of Ms.
QodsKanithatwere
against the law
and human rights
were leaving her to
have a delivery in
prison, separating
the infant from
the mother,
turning down the
request for house
arrest in lieu of
imprisonment,
barring her from
seeing her baby

regularly, and
finally violating
the consular

commitments by
extraditing her to
the US,” Mousavi
noted.

The sanctions are hurting the Iranian people, but
membersofthe governmentare notsufferingin the
same way, political science professor told ILNA.

M i k e reallyfacesregarding
Hollingsworth thesanctions,andthisis
politicalscience notcompellingenough
professor at toconvincethecurrent
NEWS University of administrationtochange
NEWS South Alabama strategiesatthistime.

_ B talked about Q:Whatcanbedoneto
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Iran after the gas price hike, four
cyberwarfarebasesbecameactive

againstIran.

What let the enemy be able to

playaroleinthe unrestwere the

foreign-based social media. When

the Internet was cut with alittle bit

ofhesitation,itbecame clearthatthe

riots were led through social media, so

one can say thatthereisadirectrelation

between security and social media, he said, adding that the
main goal ofthe unrestwas destroying the symbolsand sense
of securityin the country.

recenttensionin Middle
East with ILNA news
agency.Hebelieves that
there are many ways to
reduce tension; some
ways thattension could
be reduced would be
toexamine the nuclear
programand negotiate
areasonabletreaty. He
added "Thereisalways
hopethatsomethingwill
changeinthefutureand
that the United States
and Iran can reach an
agreementthatwould
allowlrantoreenterthe
worldeconomy."

Q: The “Maximum
Pressure” policy is
designedtodisruptthe
Iranian economy. Will
the US government
abandonsuchapolicy?
A: The most recent
round of sanctions
placed on Iran by the
Trump administration
have had adeleterious
effectonseveralaspects
of the economy and
standard of living in
Iran. Thereduction of
exemptions for certain
partiesdealingwithIran
was partofthe strategy
ofapplying “maximum
pressure”. Overall, the
sanctions have not
beengoodforlranatall.
These sanctions, while
currently effective,
will most likely not
continue to cause as
largedeteriorationinthe
economicactivityoflran,
asthe GDPisexpectedto
staystable over2020. A
major unknowniswhat
role Russia and China
willplayinthis,andisthe
ruralareaswill continue
tobedisproportionately
affected by these
sanctions.

Trump is unlikely to
abandon the current
strategyonlran,andIran
isrelatively resistantto
sanctionssince they've
been under them in
one form or another
for so long. There is
no compelling reason
for the United States
to change strategies.
Pressure from Europe,
who wants access to
marketsin Iran, is the
only pressure the U.S.

fixtheIranianeconomy?
A: The reduction of
sanctions under the
Obamaadministration
led to economicgrowth
in Iran. Much of this
has been eliminated
since the imposition of
the current sanctions.
Iran does have the
advantage of experience
dealing with sanctions
and leveraging illegal
markets for goods such
asoil.

Tofixthe economy, Iran
wouldneedtoleverage
connections with
countries thatare not
concerned withabiding
bythesanctionssuchas
ChinaandRussia. Critical
toanyimprovementin
the economy is the
maintenance of positive
peace in terms of
employmentand costof
living considerationsin
the country.

A second option
for improving the
economy would be
for Iranto abandonits
nuclear program, or
at least negotiate and
abide by areasonable
treaty. Thisholds some
political danger for the
governmentsince they
donotwanttobeseenas
acquiescingtodemands
bythe United States.

Q: Iran announces
4th step to cut nuke
commitments; sowhat
willhappenattheend?
A: Iran has indeed
further reduced their
commitments to the
Joint Comprehensive
Planof Action (JCPOA).
Other  than  the
sanctions that have
already been placed
on Iran by the United
States, it is unlikely
thatany furtheraction
would be taken at this
time. The multilateral
treatyisreallyjustnot
thatrelevantanymore.
[ran will continue its
nuclearprogramandthe
sanctionswill continue.
Other factors would
lead to further conflict,
not the reduction of
commitmentsto]CPOA.
Q:SanctionshurtIranian
people.Aretheyfair?

A: The sanctions are
hurting the Iranian
people, but members
of the government
are not suffering in
the same way. This is
unfortunately all too
commoninthese types
of struggles. While
economicindicatorswill
likely ceaseto continue
todecline, thisdoesnot
helpthepeopleoflranin
their currentsituation.
Those in rural areas
are disproportionately
affected, buttheaverage
citizenof Iranis seeing
adeclineintheir quality
oflife,increasesin costof
living,and the reduction
of employment
opportunitieswithinthe
country.

One could consider
the current actions of
various governmental
actors as a type of
conflict,althoughIwould
stop shortofcallingita
type of war. Thisisnot
theonlywaytointerpret
it. Somewould consider
the attempt at the
destruction orlimiting
ofanothernation-state’s
economy tobeaform of
warfare sinceitinvolves
a type of violence
against the people
of the nation-state.
Governments decide
on a course of action
and sometimes the
suffering experienced
by the population is
consideredreasonable
toachieveaspecificgoal.
Inthis case, Iran wants
self-determinationand
anuclear program.
Overall, it is not fair
to the Iranian people.
Theaverage citizen did
nothingtoharmanyone
or deserve to suffer
under harsh sanctions.
Abetter way to think of
fairnessistoexaminethe
sanctionsandseeiftheir
purposewastohurtthe
citizenry.
Q:whatisthebestwayto
reducetension?Istherea

possibility of directtalks
betweenthe presidents
ofthetwo countries?
A:There are many ways
toreduce tension; the
questioniswhatcanbe
done thatis politically
acceptable to the
government of Iran.
Some ways thattension
couldbereduced would
be to examine the
nuclear program and
negotiateareasonable
treaty.

The JCPOA was not
a good treaty from
the standpoint of the
United States or anyone
but Iran. The Obama
administration was
not known for good
foreign policy decisions.
That, however,isinthe
past. Negotiation is
possible. The current
U.S. administration
is relatively open to
negotiations  with
individualsasevidenced
by Trump’s willingness
tonegotiate with North
Koreaand the Taliban.
Thisisavery practical
approach. There is
always the possibility
ofnegotiationswiththe
currentadministration,
althoughtherewouldbe
lesscompromise.
Q:lastmonth Iran has
witnessed protests in
[ran.Issuing statements
by US administration
does not mean
interferingintheinternal
affairsofcountries?

A: Thisshortansweris
yes.Supportingprotests
by the citizens of Iranis
indirectly interferingin
theinternalaffairsofthe
country. Therehavebeen
unprecedented protests
inlranasaresultofthe
sanctionsandthedecline
oflran’seconomy after
alargeimprovement. It
isno surprise that the
Trump administration
supported the Iranian
people, although this
is not in opposition
to the sanctions. The

Trump administration
most likely sees this
as evidence that the
sanctionsare working.
The sanctions are
betweengovernments.
There has been a
great deal of media
attentiontointerfering
in internal affairs of
various countries, with
many U.S. statesmen
complaining about
countriessuchas China
and especially Russia
allegedly interfering
with U.S. elections, the
U.S. interfering with
Ukraine’sinternalaffairs,
orsomebodyinterfering
with something
somewhere. This goes
onall of the time. Iran
regularly interferes
with theinternal affairs
of Iraq, Lebanon, and
Yemen. Countries mess
with each other on a
regularbasis. Countries
takerational oratleast
semi-rational actions
to further their own
interests.

Q: Does the U.S.-Iran
relationship have a
Future?

A:It’shard to say what
the future holds for the
countries. The U.S.is
consideringadditional
troop deployments
to counter an alleged
[ranian threat to the
region. There will
hopefully be noarmed
conflictinthe future.
The Trump
administration will
likely not back down
on sanctions. These
sanctions are harsher
that previous rounds
of sanctions so people
in Iran will continue
to suffer. The Trump
administration will
continue to support
countriessuchas Saudi
Arabiatobuild up their
military strength to
counterIran’sregional
power. Iragwillalsobe
asourceofcontentionas
wellasYemen.

NEWS

Iran Navy Chief: US Must
Leave Region

Thereisno place for American forcesin the region
anymore, Iranian Navy Commander Rear Admiral
Hossein Khanzadisaid.

“Today, the era of American free actionin the region
is over, and they (US forces) mustleave the region
gradually,” Rear Admiral Khanzaditold reporters on
Sunday on the sidelines ofajointnaval exercise of Iran,
Russiaand China, whichisunderway in the Sea of Oman
and thenorthern parts ofthe Indian Ocean.
“Webelieve thatregional security doesnotrequire the
presence of those (foreign) countries, and that regional
countries themselves can ensure security together,” he
added.

The Iranian Navy commanderalso expressed hope that
more regional states would join Iranin the efforts to
ensuresecurity.

“Webelieve that maritime security definitely needs
collectiveaction,” Khanzadiadded.
Hewentontosaythatfriends of [ran and those favoring
regional security have welcomed the joint naval
drill, while the USand its proxies who seek to impose
inappropriate security arrangements on the region
would receive “significant messages” from the war
game.

Iran, Russiaand Chinaare holdinga four-dayjointnaval
exercise,dubbed Marine Security Belt, in the Indian
Oceanand the Gulfof Oman.

The war game comes amid US efforts to woo countries
intoamaritime coalition for patrolsin the Persian Gulf,
which havereceived lukewarm welcome fromitsallies.

Saudi-led coalition continues
detainment of 10 Yemeni
ships carrying fuel, food

Anofficialin the Yemeni oil company said on Saturday
thatthe Saudi-led coalition continuestohold 10 Yemeni
shipsladen with fueland flour.

Nine ships carry some 240,000 tons of fuel and one of
themis carrying flour, he told the Arabiclanguage al-
Masirahtelevision network,addingthatthe detainment
comes as all the ships have already obtained the
required permits. He said that the aggression forces
are preventing the ships from entering the key port of
Hudaydah.

Hepointed outthatthese shipshave beenindetention
since the beginning oflast November, and the firstvessel
hasbeenheld for 51 days.

He held the aggression forces and the United Nations
responsible for the repeated violations of the Sweden
agreement.

SaudiArabiaand anumber ofitsregionalallieslaunched
adevastating campaign against Yemenin March 2015,
with the goal of bringing the government of former
president Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadiback to powerand
crushing the Houthi Ansarullah movement.

Newly-appointed EU officials
hold clashing views over
JCPOA

EU Commission president saysrescuing Iran nuclear
deal,dubbedJCPOA, is getting harder, while EU foreign
policy chief]Josep Borrell hasrecently said theaccord is
stillalive and highly beneficial for the bloc.
Inaninterview with Italy's La Republica newspaper
onDecember 27, the new EU Commission Chiefsaid
rescuing the nuclear deal with Iranis getting harder
and harder.

"It's harder and harder, in order to succeed it is
necessary for Iran, too, to live up to the accord,
something thatisin growingdanger," Ursula Von Der
Leyen, who was appointed asnew EU Commission Chief
lessthan amonth ago, was quoted by La Republicaas
saying.

Thisis while Josep Borrell, the new EU foreign policy
chief, saidinarecentinterview with France 24 thatIran
is moving within the framework ofthe JCPOA and has
notviolated theaccord.

“The JCPOA issstill alive and we make efforts to keep it
alive,” he had said, adding thatthe 2015 nuclear deal
has benefits for Europe and efforts must be made to
preserveit.
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MP delineates Reformists’ priorities

inupcomingelections

Mostafa Kavakebian, the secretary-general of Mardomsalari
party (Democracy Party), underlined the necessity of massive
participation of people in the upcoming parliamentary
elections as one of the principal views of the reformist

movement.

10000 Rials

“Massive turnout and constant participation of people in

the elections have always been among the top priorities of the

Monday,December 30 , 2019
No. 404

Sunday.

[Mardomsalari] party; we have never backed banning elections,” Kavakebian said on
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economic
advantages ArmyAir Force
B on constant watch

Iran Navy Chief:
US Must Leave

Thecommander ofthe

Regi()n Iranian Army’s Air Force
B warned enemiesagainst

approaching Iran’s

Oman cager to borders,sayingtheforce
import from iskeepingaclose watch
o overthe country’sskies.
Iraninsteadof Brigadier General Aziz

Lebanon,Syria @

over Iranian skies

Nasirzadeh said on
Sunday the Air Force

] standsready to defend
Morningcalltoprayer : the country’sterritories,
05:38:27 stressingthatthereis
Noon call to prayer: no safe spotfor foreign
12:05:42 militaryaircraftwithin

T Iran’saerialborders.
Evening callto prayer: Notingthatthe Air Force
17:25:54 has disappointed the

enemiesand hasnotlet
themtoreachtheirgoals
inthe past, he stressed
that Iranian armed
forcesarealwaysready
to protectthe country
against enemies’
High:12°c threats.
Low:-3°c

Biden Says Would Obey Any Subpoena Sent to

Him

US Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden on

the press. "You guys, instead of focusing
on him, you're goingto cover for three
weeks anything I said. And he's going to

Saturday said he would "obey any subpoena" thatis

getaway."

sentto him -- his most forceful statement yet to clarify

Biden firstsoughtto clarify the comments

aprevious remarkthathe wouldn't testify in a Senate

earlier Saturday inastring of tweets,

impeachmenttrial.

"First of all, I'm going to obey any
subpoenathatwassenttome," Biden said
atacampaign eventin Fairfield, lowa, CNN

reported.

The former vice president’'s comments
come one day after hereiterated to the
Des Moines Register's editorial board
thathe wouldn't comply witha subpoena
followed by a series ofattempts to clarify

whathe meant.

sayingthat"inmy 40 yearsin publiclife,
have always complied with alawful order."
He added: "Butl am just not going to
pretend thatthereis anylegal basis for
Republican subpoenas for my testimony
intheimpeachmenttrial. Thatisthe point
Iwas makingyesterday and I reiterate:
this impeachment is about Trump's
conduct,notmine."

"The subpoenas should go to witnesses
with testimony to offer to Trump's
shaking down the Ukraine government
— they should go to the White House,"
Biden tweeted.

He then expanded on those tweets in

Iran’s rail network to be connected to
Afghanistan soon

North Korea Begins Key Meeting before Year-

End Deadlinefor US

North Koreahasopenedahigh-profile political conferenceto

Committee, butgave no further details.
In April 2018, at the start of nuclear

discusshowto overcome “harsh trialsand difficulties," state

talks with the US, North Korea held

mediareported Sunday,daysbeforeayear-end deadline set

the same Workers’ Party meeting and

by Pyongyangfor Washington tomake concessionsinnuclear

announced itwould suspend nuclearand

negotiations.

intercontinental ballistic missile testsand
shiftits national focusto developingthe
economy.

The ruling Workers’ Party meetingisa
focus ofkeenattentionas some observers
predict North Korea might use the
conference toannounceitwould abandon
faltering diplomacy with the USand liftits
moratorium on major weapons test.

The Korean Central News Agency
reported that leader Kim Jong Un
presided over a plenary meeting of the
party's Central Committee convened
in Pyongyang on Saturday. It called
the gathering the “first-day session,”
suggestingitwould continue foratleast
anotherday, AP reported.

After his second summit with US
President Donald Trump in Februaryin
Vietnam failed, Kim gave the US until the
end of this year to offer new initiatives
to salvage the nuclear negotiations.
North Koreahasrecently warned thatits
resumption oftests oflong-range missiles
and nuclear devicesdepends on USaction.
Restarting nuclear and ICBM tests would
beablowto Trump, who hasboasted that
North Korea's moratorium was a major
foreign policy win. Butthat would also
likely completely derail diplomacy with
the US and further dim the prospect for

Biden originally told the newspaperhe
wouldn'tcomply "becauseit'sall designed
to deal with (President Donald) Trump
doing whathe's done his whole life --
trying to take the focus offhim." Biden
told the newspaper his testimony would
enable the Presidentto "getaway" from

commentstoreportersin Tipton, lowa,
tellingthem he would "honor whatever
the Congressin factlegitimately asked
metodo"butstoppedshortofsayinghe
would outright comply with a subpoena.
When asked at that time if he would
challengeasubpoenaincourtifhefelthe

Themeetingisintendedto “overcomethe
manifold and harshtrialsand difficulties
and furtheraccelerate the development
oftherevolution with transparentanti-
imperialistindependentstand and firm

will,” KCNA said.

North Koreato getbadlyneeded sanctions
reliefto rebuild its troubled economy,
some expertssaid.

North Korea is pushing to win major
sanctions relief in return for limited
denuclearization steps, but the US

thetrial'sfocus.

"IfIwent, let's say I voluntarily,just said
let me go make my case, whatare you
goingto cover?" He asked, referring to

didn'thave relevantfactsto bring to the
investigation, Bidenreplied, "I don'tthink
that'sgoingtohappentobeginwith. Let's
crossthatbridge whenitcomes."

The meeting will also discuss “important
matters"inthe partyand national defense,
KCNA ssaid.

KCNA said Kim made aspeech on overall
state affairs and the work of the Central

maintains sanctions will stay in place
until North Korea takes significant steps
towardriddingitself of nuclear weapons
and technology.

Iraninvites regional
countries tojoin Iran,
Russia, Chinajoint military

drill: Navy emdr.

Iranian Navy Commander Rear Admiral Hossein
Khanzadisaid thatIraninvitesall regional countries to
jointothejointmilitary exercise and regional coalition
forthe nextrounds.Khanzadi made the remarks on the
sidelines ofthe Iran, Russia, and Chinajoint maritime
drill, codenamed "Marine Security Belt”.

Thevarious phases of the tactical exercises have been
carried outin this maneuver successfully tillnow, he

said.Iranbelieves that maritime security isanissue that
needs to be worked on collectively by countries with
maritime capacity, headded.Notinganew level of the
developmentofrelationsand cooperation between the
three countries ofIran, Russia,and Chinaattheir highest
levelis being displayed, Khanzadisaid holding such
military drillswhich are aimed at providing security in
theregionindicatesthatthe participant countries have
cooperated wellin otheraspects of politics, economics,
andso on.Referringto close cooperation of these three
Asian civilizational powers, Navy Commander noted
thattheysettheboldlines for both the regionand the
world by showing their cooperationnotinaseparate
movementbutina coalition.

Ex-diplomat: U.S.used
Khashoggi case to pressure on

SaudiArabia

Former Iranian Ambassador to Lebanon Ahmad
Dastmalchian told ILNA news agency that since Bin
Salman played a role in the assassination of the Saudi
news reporter Jamal Khashoggi, he was after turning the
aforementioned case into a civil matter so that it would
notreceive international development.Speaking to ILNA's
news correspondent, he added “Ever since Khashoggi’s
assassination, Saudi Arabia’s consulate in Istanbul has
been subject to many reactions from his co-workers at The
Washington Postand humanrightsactivists, showingthatthe

international reputation of the royal family is also riding on
this case.”‘Many documents stand as evidence that the prince
of Saudi Arabia gave the order of Khashoggi’s assassination,
butatthe end ofthe dayitis therecently disclosed information
fromthejudicial system of Saudi Arabia that determines the
fate ofthis case.”’Americahas used this case to pressure Saudi
Arabiaand demand for their military expenses,” the former
[ranianambassador toJordan said.Inregards toreasons for
settingup the newest wave of reformsin Saudi Arabia at the
same time as the publication of Khashoggi's case verdicts
states, Dastmalchian said that one event thathas taken place
recentlyisthe disclosure of new reformplans for Saudi Arabia;
thisis so thatthe Saudis will have nointentions of exploiting
the country’s currentsituation in favor of sovereignty or even
the prosecution of Khashoggi's case.
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