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SP Phase 14 gas production

rises

The natural gas extraction operation from the
third platform of Phase 14 of South Pars Gas Field,
inthe Persian Gulf, started on Wednesday night.
According to Mohammad Mahdi Tavassolipoor,
operator of South Pars Phase 14 development
project, the new offshore platform of Phase 14 will

Saturday,December 28 , 2019, No. 402
t%w/y'u

operate atfull capacity in comingdays.

In May, local techniciansinstalled the last flare
stackofthe offshore platformsin Phase 14.

In April2017,the South Pars Phases 17,18, 19,
20and 21 wereinaugurated by President Hassan
Rouhani.

South Pars field is the world's largest gas field,
shared between Iran and Qatar, coveringanarea
0f3,700 square kilometers of [ran's territorial
watersinthe Persian Gulf.

The giantreservoirisbeing developed in 24
phases.

NIDCdrills SSwellsin 9

months

The National Iranian Drilling Company (NIDC)
has successfully completed drilling operations on
88oiland gaswells over the first 9 months of the
currentcalendaryear, whichbeganon March 21.
Accordingtothe NIDC deputy director for drilling
operations, the wellsincluded an exploration well
aswellas 26 developmentwells, 7 appraisal wells
and 54 workover projects.

Mohammad Ale-Khamis said during the period,
119,438 meters were drilled by NIDC rigs in
onshore and offshore projects.

Furthermore, he said, 64 wells were ordered by
the National Iranian South Oil Company (NISOC)
and 12 others were drilled in the offshore fields
operated by the Iranian Offshore Oil Company
(1I000).

Moreover, 2 wells were drilled in the fields
operated by the Central Oil Fields Company, 3
were ordered by the Petroleum Engineeringand
Development Company (PEDEC), and 6 others
were spudded as projects. Finally, a well was
drilledinthe areas operated by the exploration
departmentofthe National Iranian Oil Company
(NIOC).

NIDCenjoy 72 offshore and onshore drilling rigs
and since March, has operated 26 of them for
drillingwells, 3 rigs for drillingappraisal wells, 4
rigs for exploration projects,and 25 otherrigs for
workover projects, Ale-Khamis said.

Foreigninvestmentin
Maku FTZ up by 70-fold
since 2013

An official with Maku Free Zone Organization said
on Thursday thatforeigninvestmentinthe zone
hasincreased by 70 percentsince 2013.

Arash Yousefzadeh told IRNA that the rate of
foreigninvestmentwas 1.4 million dollarsin Maku
in2013,butithit 110 million dollarsatthe end of
the pastnine monthsto December 21.

Referring to 16-percent increase in foreign
investmentover the pastnine months, headded
thatthe figure atthe end of the period stood at
8.815billionrials.

Some 102 industrial units are operatingin the
zone,up from 38attheend 0of 2013, he said noting
thatemploymenthasincreased three-fold.

Maku Free Trade and Industrial Zone is Iran’s
largestand the world’s second largest free trade
zonethatopenedin2011.

Ithas 140 kilometers of common border with
Azerbaijan Republicand 130 kilometers with
Turkey:.

[ran’snominal cargotransitcapacity standsat50

milliontonsperyear,whichisfivefold higherthan

theactualvolume oftransit,accordingto Minister

ofRoadsand Urban Development Mohammad

Iran's Cargo Transit Capacity Fivefold
Higher Than Actual Transfer

Eslami.
B ‘Some 80% of - 7
%J/w the 10 million J T.":‘?‘ B
ISFAHAN tons of freightare 7 .
N E w s transited annually
viaroads and the
NEWS remaining 20% by
railroad,” Eslami ” ’ I , I
was quoted as saying by the A "_,.P‘"L'f
news portal ofthe ministry. pananat o
The minister noted that -
since2013whenHassan | . - = —
Rouhani first took office S e e Ry S NG e > ; =2 -
as Iran's president, 3,000 kilometersofrural the country in the near Iranarenow permanent
some 4,000 kilometers asphalt roads next year. future,"headded. members ofthe CIC council.
of highways and 220 gSome1,100kilometersof Iranbecameapermanent According to deputy
kilometers of freeways railroadswillbelaidbythe member of CIS Councilfor roads minister and the
have been constructed epdofthesecondtermof Rail Transportduringthe head of Construction
across the country, presidentRouhani [August council’s 70th meeting and Development
according to Financial 2021],” the ministerwas in the Finnish capital, of Transportation
Tribune. quotedassayingby IRNA.  Helsinki,on May 14-15. Infrastructure Company of
“Wewillhavebuiltaround  “Thjg year we succeeded Russia, Belarus, Iran,Kheirollah Khademi,
2,000 kilometers of jp gaining permanent Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Iran’s railroad network
asphaltroads connecting membership in the Moldova, Tajikistan, extends over 13,945
ourruralareas by the end Council for Rail Transport = Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, kilometers while more
of the current Iranian ,fthe Commonwealth of Georgia, Latvia, Finland, than 3,000 kilometers
year [March 19, 2020]. IndependentStates,which ~ Lithuania, Estonia, of railroads are under
Plans are to construct yjllboosttransitsthrough Azerbaijan, Ukraineand construction.
0 ° especially effective in marketing, balancing  Saffron Farmers' Co-operativesin Saffron
National Ulll()ll of andregulating the saffron market." Marketing certainly hasahigher degree of
saffaronfarmers According to the Deputy Minister of interactionandcoordinationandbargaining

Cooperatives getting
started; Deputy
Minister

Sofar,about25 Saffron farmers cooperatives
in 6 provinces of the country have been
established asanagricultural organization.
Accordingto PAT, Hossein Shirzad, chairman
and CEO of the Central Organization of
Rural Cooperatives of Iran, said "The most
importantrole these organizations can play
inempoweringsaffron farmersis to follow
the demands of farmers from the public
sectorand othersectors.Andindealingwith
othereconomicsectors of the country, they
canaddress the problems, obstacles and
challenges facing saffron farmers."

Shirzad added "In this context, in order to
defend the rights and interests of saffron
producers, supporting the supply and
production chain and the value of the
saffronindustryis essential to establish a
national union. This organization can be

Agriculture, the Union of Saffron farmers
Co-operativesisan organization with an
economicand social approach that can,
within the framework of its laws and
regulations, regulate saffron farmers'
cooperativestoachieve theirlegitimate
interestsinaccordance with the principles
of cooperative law. Approved by the year
1971 .Shirzad continued that On the other
hand, the Union can collaborate and interact
with governmentand non-governmental
sectorssuchastrainingand transferring the
up to date scientificinformation to saffron
farmers, pursuing easy access of farmers
toagricultural inputs, striving for better
marketing of saffron crops, Liaising with
the government and influencing saffron
policymakingand ultimately Strengthening
economic and welfare vigor of saffron
farmers.

Inanother partofhis remarks, Dr. Shirzad
added "Accordingtothe experiences of other
national unionsinthe field ofagriculture
and the countryside, the National Union of

power thanindividual Saffron farmers and
Even co-operatives. And it can help saffron
growers to sell their products atamore
suitable price."

Shirzad pointed outthatinrecentyearsthe
Rural Cooperative Organization has made
a non-guaranteed purchase of saffron
from farmersthateliminates dealersand
intermediaries from the saffron marketand
said "In general, the purpose of the Rural
Cooperativeinnon-guaranteed purchase of
agricultural productsistobalance, regulate
the marketand preventsevere fluctuations
inagricultural pricesand its gradual supply."
In conclusion, shirzad said that National
Union and Saffron Co-operative Companies
can contribute to balancingand regulating
the saffron market with Rural Cooperative
Organizationand canapply saffron farming
policiesand Technicalissues, production
and operation of this strategic product
play an important role in specialized
departments, includingthe Department of
Horticulture.
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Deputy Head of Iran Trade
Development Organization
Farhad NourisaidonThursday UAE and Germany are biggest
that Iran has imported and
exportedgoodsworth60billion imports.

dollars since the beginning Some 75 percent of [ranian
of the current Iranian year exportsin15groupsofgoods
(stared on March 21 2019)
despite economic sanctions
and maximum pressure.

He made the remarks in his
speechtoaceremonyhonoring Currently,exportsplayacrucial
top exportersin Gilan province.
Nouri said that China, Iraq,
UAE, Afghanistanand Turkey country,hesaid.

Iran'simports, exports stand at 60S
billion in nine months

aremajor destinations for the
Iranian exports while Turkey,

Iranian trade in terms of

aremadeto onlyfive countries,
hesaid,addingthateffortsare
made to diversify export of
goodsandthetargetmarkets.

role for the economiclifeline
providingcurrencyneedsofthe
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What's News

Air
pollution:
$2.6Bworth
of damages

for'Tehran

According to
statistics, air
pollution  has
causedsome $2.6
billion worth
of damages to
Tehran during the
current Iranian
year (began
March 21,2019),
a member of
Iran's Association
of Used Cars

Recycling Yadollah
Mortazavi told
ILNA.

"Considering
critical situation
with air pollution
in the country,
we've suggested a
planforremoving
old vehicles from
the streets,"
Mortazavisaid.
He added that
the plan was
submitted to
the Ministry of
Roads and Urban
Development
of Iran for
consideration.
"If the current
situation
continues, the
number of old
vehicleswillreach
8 millionby 2025,
and thatwould be
anenvironmental
threatto citizens,"
hesaid.
Mortazavi said
that by local law,
for every four
new cars, one old
vehicle should
be scrapped, but
the automakers
have lobbied to
have this law
abandoned.

"So, we're
witnessing  air
pollution all over
cities due to lack
of properaction,”
hesaid.

"Air pollution has
spread to suburbs
and farms,"hesaid,
adding that main
elements that
causeair pollution
include heavy
vehicles,aswell as
motorbikes, and
alsofactories.
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Supreme Leader Callsfor Adherence
toJesus Christ' Teachings

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khameneiinamessage on the occasion of Christmasunderlined
theneed foradherence to the Jesus Christ's teachings which call
for standingagainst tyranny. “Following the Jesus Christrequires
adherencetorighteousnessandabhorrence ofanti-righteous powers,
anditishopedthatChristiansand Muslimsinevery partofthe world
willadhere to this greatlesson from Jesus (pbuh) in theirlives and
deeds, readapostreleased on Ayatollah Khamenei's Twitteraccount
onChristmasEve.“Thehonor Muslimsattribute to]esus Christ (pbuh)
isnoless than his position and meritin the eyes of the Christian

believersin Christianity,” headded.

“Today, many who claimto follow]esus Christ take a different path
thanthatofhim. The guidance ofJesus, the son of Mary (peace be
uponourProphetandher) is guidance towardsworshiping God and
confrontingthe Pharachsand tyrants,’ anothertweetsaid.
Inarelevantdevelopment, Iranian President Hassan Rouhanialso
extended congratulationsto the Pope ofthe Roman Catholic Church,
Pope Francis, on the advent of Christmas which marks the birth
anniversary of Jesus Christ.“lam delighted to offer my sincerest
congratulationsto Your Holiness onthe birthday of Jesus Christ, the
Prophetofpeaceand kindnessand messenger of freedom,as well
asthestartofyear2020,” read the opening of President Rouhani's
congratulatorymessageto Pope Francis.

= President Rouhani: World Mulling

Nearlydozen
Yemeni oil
tankers
detainedin
Saudi Arabia’s
Jizan port: Oil
firm

A Yemeni
government-owned
oil and natural gas
exploration and
production company
saysnearlyadozen
ships carrying
energy derivatives
destined for the
conflict-plagued
Arab countryremain
in the hands of the
Saudi-led coalition
despite the fact the
vessels possessthe
required permits
from relevant
international bodies.
RNA - An unnamed
official at the
Yemen Oil and Gas
Corporation (YOGC)
said on Thursday
thateleven tankers
have been marooned
at the port of Jizan
in southwestern
SaudiArabia,adding
that the alliance
is preventing
the vessels from
offloading  their
consignments at
the strategic al-
Hudaydah port in
western Yemen in
a bid to tighten the
screws on ordinary
Yemenisandincrease
their sufferings.
Back on December
12,YOGCspokesman
Amin al-Shabati told
Arabic-language al-
Masirah television
network that the
Saudi-led coalition
isnotallowing more
thanadozen shipsto
unload critical fuel
and food supplies at
the Red Sea port of
Hudaydabh.
Al-Shabati
highlighted that
atleast 13 vessels,
carryingbasicgoods,
were waiting for
several weeks to gain
accesstothestrategic
port.

The vessels were
being seized despite
the fact that they
had undergone
inspection by the
United Nations and
obtained therelevant
papers,headded.
Al-Shabati further
explained thateight
of the seized ships
were carrying energy
derivatives, while the
five others contained
food destined forthe
impoverished Arab
country.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said on
Wednesday thatseveral world leaders have told him
thattheir countries are suffering from Washington’s
unfair use of dollar against them, adding that
gradually the world will find away to dump US dollar

ininternational transactions.

=

Speaking andgoldwereamong
atacabinet theissuesraised at
ISFAHAN meet%ng the summit,an.dthe
N E w s t h i s fouraforementioned

morning, countries agreed

over Ditching US Dollar

Accordingto FarsNews Agency, Jesus,son
ofMary,isthemessengerofmonotheism
andkindness, the symbol of patience
and tolerance, and the preacher of
dignityandfreedom,headded.

“I hope that in this holy day that
the world has seen Jesus’ face and
the divine will has been manifested
in the holy existence of His Holiness,
the followers of monotheism and truth, and
pure-minded followers of His Holiness and all divine religions move
towardsestablishingpeaceandjustice,” the Iranian presidentmade
aNewYearresolution.

NEWS

Iran, Russia, China start

jointmaritime maneuver
Iran, Russiaand China commenced a four-day
jointmaritime drill in the Indian Ocean and the
SeaofOmanareaon Friday.

The maneuver, codenamed "Marine Security
Belt," is aimed at promoting the security of
international trade in the strategicregions, as
well as sharing experience in maritime "escue
operations.

The joint drill, which is the first of such
cooperation with Iran since the 1979 victory of
Iran’sIslamic Revolution, comes amid US efforts
towoo countriesinto a maritime coalition for
patrolsinthe Persian Gulf, which havereceived a

NEWS President

—m Rouhani

referred to his
meetings with world
leaders that took
placeonthesidelines
ofthe Kuala Lumpur
Summit 2019 last
week and said, “In
a four-way forum,
participated by Iran,
Malaysia, Turkeyand
Qatar, we realized
thatother countries
arealso experiencing
difficulties in their
interactions with the
us.”

The leader of one
ofthe participating
states, President
Rouhanirecounted,
talked about the
weapons his country
had purchased
from the US and
the problems they
were now facing
in procuring spare
parts, because the
Americans were
demanding several
timestheactual price
of those weapons
for maintenance
services.

The Iranian chief
executive also noted
that there was
consensus among
several participants
inthe Kuala Lumpur
Summitontheneed
for ditching the
dollar.

to find ways” to
promote those
mechanisms,
Rouhanisaid.

The problems
currently facing the
Iranian nation are
more or less similar
to those the other
states are grappling
with, he pointed out,
stressing that all
countries, including
those thattook part
inthe Kuala Lumpur
Summit, blame the
US for the pressure
campaign on the
[raniannation.
“Nobody has
doubts about the
factthatthe Islamic
Republic of Iran has
completely fulfilled
itscommitmentsand
taken steps within
the framework of
regional and global
peace, stability and
security,” Rouhani
said, adding that “It
isthe opposite side
thathasviolated its
obligations.”

He was referring
to Tehran’s
commitmentsunder
a nuclear deal it
signedin 2015 with
the P5+1 group of
states— comprising
the United States, the
UK, France, Russia,
and China plus
Germany.

|l N

deal that had been
endorsed by the UN
Security Council
Resolution2231.
Since then, the
administration
of President
Donald Trump
has unleashed the
“toughest  ever”
sanctions against
Tehran, notably
targetingits key oil
exports.
Washington’'sJCPOA
exitand subsequent
re-imposition of
sanctions against
Tehran have left the
future ofthe historic
agreementinlimbo.
Elsewhere in his
remarks, Rouhani
expressed Iran’s
readiness to hold
talks with the P5+1
countries if they
show their resolve
to fulfill their
commitments and
attempt to make
up for their past
mistakes.
BothIranandJapan,
he emphasized, have
putforth proposals
inthatregard.

In September,
Governor of the
Central Bank of Iran

in the world are
establishing trade
relations based on
local currencies
thanks to the US
unilateral sanctions
against some
counties,addingthat
Iranis following suit
to circumvent SWIFT
limitations.

Speaking on the
sidelines of a
cabinet meeting,
Hemmati said that
the US’ sanctions
regime has helped
remove dollar from
trade transactions
between various
countries.

According to Fars
News Agency,
he added that
Tehran is making
efforts to further
strengthen trade
transactions via
national currencies,
and render SWIFT
- the Society
for Worldwide
Interbank Financial
Telecommunication
- practically useless.
“Our recent talks
with officials from
Turkey and Russia
centered around
ditching dollar

said.

“Accordingly, we
are moving toward
using alternative
payment systems
and conducting our
business through
national currencies,’
headded.

Noting that at the
moment, a major
part of Iran’s
transactions with
Russia, Turkey and
Iraqis doneviathe
use of national
currencies, the CBI
governor said “we
made a proposal to
the Russian side for
using an alternative
payment system
with the Eurasian
Economic Union
(EAEU) member
statesnow thatIran
is a member, too,
and the Russian
presidentwelcomed
the proposal.”
“New conditions
will be formedinthe
bankingtransactions
of regional
countries,” Hemmati
promised.

SWIFT suspended
access for several
Iranian-based banks
in Novemberinthe

lukewarm welcome fromits allies.

Yesterday, Chinese Defense Ministry spokesman
Wu Qian announced that Beijing's Xining guided-
missile destroyer would take partin the drills.
Three Russian vessels are also taking partin the
drills,accordingtoreports.

Iraqi official rejects
Israeli army chief's
seditious claims on chaos,
Iranrole

AnIraqiofficial has dismissed recent claims
madebythe [sraelimilitary chiefagainstthe Arab
country’s governmentand neighboring Iran,
sayingsuch “incorrect” claims are actually meant
todivide the twonations.

Speaking on Wednesday, Israeli Army Chief of
Staff Lieutenant General Aviv Kochavi claimed
the Quds Force ofthe Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) issmugglingadvanced weaponsin
“ungoverned” Iraq,addingthatthisis something
Tel Aviv “can’tallow” to go on.

Inresponse, Hassan al-Kaabi, the head ofthe Badr
Organization’s parliamentarybloc,said [Iraghasa
governmentbacked by its people, security forces,
army, police and the Popular Mobilization Forces
or Hashd al-Sha’abi.

Kochavi’s stance on the Iraqi governmentis
“incorrectand politically motivated,” said Kaabi,
adding that the regime is bent on “creating
sedition and finding an excuse to infiltrate into
thelraqiterritory.”

Israelissaid tobe aninstigator of the current
unrest gripping Iraq, where street anti-
government protests have takenaviolentturn,
with some participants vandalizing public
property and opening fire on demonstrators.
Additionally, Israel has several times conducted
airstrikes onIraqtargeting positions held by
Hashd al-Sha’abi,as umbrella paramilitary group
thathasactively cooperated with the national
army in sweeping counter-terrorism operations.
Onthe contrary, Iran has helped Iraqi Armed
Forcesreverse Daesh’s gains and ultimately

“Cryptocurrency In May 2018, the
and exchanges of US

national currencies withdrew from the many

Trump Is Isolating the US and
Herels How

The United States’annual defense budget, the National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) cameinat$738billionfor2020,up
fromlastyearasweet$22billion.

Thisyearthe NDAA came with a few extra stocking-stuffers
forthe warmongers and profiteers. ltbequeathed the world
anupgraded possibility of nuclear war and guaranteed the
universea future of bellicosity beyond the confines ofthe
planet.Italso accelerates the growing nucleararmsrace
with Russia. It fully fundsalmostevery element ofthe Trump
administration’s trillion-dollar plan to replace the entire
USnuclear arsenal with new, more deadly weapons. Most
immediately, itwill allowthe Trump administration to quickly
deploythenew W76-2nuclearwarhead-aloweryieldweapon
specificallyintended tobe more useableinanuclear conflict.

(CBI) Abdolnasser and bypassing wakeofUSsanctions
unilaterally Hemmati said that SWIFTinourtrade againsttheIslamic

countries transactions,” he Republic.

Weaponssuchasthisonemakenuclearwarmorelikelyand do
nothingtoenhance oursecurity.

Noristhatall. Trump's NDAA also fired bulletsata slew
of countriesincluding not only Iran, Russiaand China but
alsotraditional allies such as Germany and Turkey. Apart
from negative rhetoriconissuesrelated to China's Taiwan,
Hong Kong and Xinjiang, the actlists Syria, Turkey, and
mostcontroversially,the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, as targets
of sanctions.Originally designed to transport natural gas
directly from Russiato Germany, the pipelineis seen by Berlin
as essential forits energy security. US punitive measures
oncompaniesinvolved in the projectwillundeniably exert
tremendously negative effects ontiesbetween the twoallies.
Immediately after the NDAA's passage, German Finance
Minister OlafScholzlashed outatitas "seriousinterference
in Germany and Europe's internal affairs and our own
sovereignty."

liberate their entire homeland from the Takfiri
terrorist group. The aid was provided on
Baghdad’srequest.

Washingtonjustified sanctions on the Nord Stream 2 pipeline
asprotectionof Ukraine'sinterestsand prevention of Russia's
"undueleverage over Europe." Admittedly, the pipeline, if
bypassing Ukraine, would mean huge financiallosses for the
country.Butthe Moscow-Kievagreementclinched thismonth
has ensured Ukraine's transit status in the project. "Hard
tounderstand"is how Ulrike Demmer, a spokesperson for
German Chancellor AngelaMerkel, responded to Washington's
Ukraine concerns.

Given this, thebogus fear of Germanybecominga "captive" of
Russiasoundsmorelike the real motive forthe sanctions.In
theeraofglobalintegration, systematic differencesshould be
nolongeradeterminantinacountry'sforeignpolicy. However,
Americanpoliticiansarestillobstinatein Cold Warzealotryand
itshostility againstthe socialistcamp. Fromtheir perspective,
aWestern country'sfriendly tieswith Iran, ChinaorRussiaare
aresultofitssuccumbingtoeconomicinterests.
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President Rouhani: Kazakhstanover
World Mullingover deadlyplane crash
DitchingUS Dollar Iran has extended a
message ofcondolenceto
B the Kazakh government
Iran'simports, and nation overaplane
crashin Almaty thatled
exports standat tothedeathandinjury of
608 billioninnine dozensofpeople.
In a statement on
months

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Friday, [ranian Foreign
Ministry Spokesman

] Abbas Mousavi
Morning callto prayer : voiced his deepest
05:42:46 regret over the deadly
Noon call to prayer : incidentand expressed
12:17:28 commiserations with

Evening call to prayer:

17:46:47

WEATHER

High:13°¢

Low:-4°c

the government and
nation ofKazakhstan, as
wellasthe familiesofthe
victims.

At least 14 people
have died afteraplane
carrying 95 passengers
and five crew members
crashed shortly after
takeoffnear the city of
AlmatyinKazakhstanon
Fridaymorning.

Iran, Russia should cooperate to repel

US'economic terrorism
"Iran and Russiashould cooperate onrepelling Washington's
'economic terrorism'since the United States has hitboth
countries with sanctions,”" new Iranian Ambassador to
Moscow Kazem Jalali has said.
"Itisnecessary forus to strengthen political relations, to expand
bilateral, regional and international cooperation, to fight against
terrorism together, and also to resist economic terrorism of the

US, which hasimposed sanctions both on our country and on Russia," Jalali said in an
interview with the Sputnik.

\\\\'nl“\u \\\\\

Airpollution: 2.6$ B worth of damages
for'Tehran

Analysis:Reuters ‘1,000’ Iran protest deaths reflects their bloodlust, not reality

It's certainly not worth the paperitis printed on —anyallegedly

ground-breakingstory whichrelies solely onanonymoussources.

There was atime in Western journalism when this was the

accepted moral standard; there was atime when Westernreaders

were smartenough todemandit.

Inordertolaunch Persian Gulf Warll, The
New York Times resorted to anonymous
sources to fabricate war sentiment. Had
theyrelied onactual factsto proveIraqi’s
famously never found “weapons of mass
destruction,” then Washington politicians
would have never had the a mainstream
mediafigleaftohidetheirnakedlies. The
instigatingauthor; Judith Miller, was never
punished —she merely switched fromthe
(fake-) leftist New York Times to the (very
real) neo-fascist Fox News and a steady
positionataneoconservative thinktank.
In2019,Iraq’s poverty,endemiccorruption
and debilitated physicaland human capital
isbeingfalsely presented entirely as the
resultoflranian machinations,as opposed
to Persian Gulf War, the interim decade
ofinhuman Western sanctions, Gulf War
[Tand the subsequent era of American
colonialisminIraq. Nohigh-class Western
journalists will be punished for their
warmongering — there will onlybe more
revolvingdoorhires.

Iraq’s four decades ofhell are what the
Westhas planned for Iran, and Reuters
hasrepeatedly shown thattheyareall too
happyto provide the propaganda.
Reuters knowsvery little aboutIran, but
they know enoughtobe dangerous.

They know that the unprecedented,
revolutionary and hugely popular
addition of what I call a “Supreme
Leaderbranch” to the Western/Liberal/
Bourgeois (Aristocratic) Democratic
political structure (which replaced
kingship with legislative, executive and
judicialbranches) hasbeen spectacularly
successfulin preservingIran’s obviously
(Islamic) socialist-inspired revolution
despite four decades ofhotand cold war.

Whetheritislate founder of the Islamic
Revolution Imam Khomeini, current
Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Khameneiorwhoever comesnext,alarge
majority of [ranians obviously find the
presence of a constant, moral-minded,
patriotic, politically-unifying figure legally
lodgedinthe state structure as extremely
socially necessary. Whetheritis Imam
Khomeini, Ayatollah Khamenei and
whoever comes next — ifhistory is any
guide —the Iranian Leaderalso evokes
genuine admiration to many across the
Muslimworld and evenbeyond.
Thatmay explain why Reuters hasbeen
drivento denigrate Ayatollah Khamenei
whenever possible, as part of their drive
totopple the Iranian Islamic Revolution
andrestore capitalist-imperialist control
ofIran.

In July I debunked their absurd, false,
[ran-ignorant, and (of course) totally
unobjective journalism which was on
pathetic display in their 2013 article,
‘Khamenei controls massive financial
empirebuiltonpropertyseizures.
Unfortunately, Reuters is at it again
with their latest creation, published on
December 23: Special Report: Iran’s
leaderordered crackdownonunrest-'Do
whateverittakestoendit'. BeforeIgo
find some gloves —in order to properly
handle their disgusting, death-provoking
propaganda —let'sanswer the question,
“Whynow?”

Their report came out just three days
priortoaplannedactof protestinIran
on December 26. Reuters has every
interesthoping protestsliterally explode
asmuch as possible in anti-imperialist,
anti-neoliberal countrieslike Iran, so they
did whatthey falsely claim was proper
journalism: theyrelied solely on unnamed
sources to multiply by a staggering five
times even the highest death toll for the
recentgas price hike protests; they relied
solely on unnamed sources to claim
that Ayatollah Khamenei demanded a
monstrous crackdown. The goalis clear:
spread false rumors to provoke more

violence onDecember26. Withafewmore
ofthese, Reuterssilently reasons, maybe
they can finally destroy Iran’s defiant
example totheworld?

Whatwas monstrous about the gas hike
protestcoveragein Westernmediaishowit
remainedsilentaboutthekillings, drive-by
shootingsand horrifically self-interested
treachery ofa group which the West can
never name: counter-revolutionaries.
Indeed, itis the West’s goal to portray
every death at the gas hike protestsas
havingbeen methodically and diabolically
plannedbytheIraniangovernment...even
though everysingle Iranianis sadly, sadly
aware of the thousands ofinnocentskilled
duetothedecades-long presence of shah-
funded, Saudi-funded, Israeli-funded and
Western-funded mercenaries, fascists
and gangstersinside [ran. [ranians will
debate how many were killed by counter-
revolutionaries, butthey willnever debate
their existence. I described thisreality in
anarticlehere.

Butthe phrase “counter-revolutionary”
cannotbe uttered in the West. However,
thesehorrible groupsarealmostcertainly
thefigleafofa “journalisticsource” which
Reuters is relying upon in their latest
article.

Firsttoclaim 1,5007 Not Amnesty, butthe
insane MKO cultkeptalive by the West &
Israel

Significantly, Reutersclaimof 1,500 deaths
was first promoted on December 15 on
Twitter by Marjane Rajavi, leader of the
terrorist cult the Mujahedin-e Khalq
Organization, knownas the MKO, or MEK,
orPMOL.

[tseemsunthinkable to many Westerners,
perhaps,butthe MKOis evenless popular
inIran thanthereactionaries who want
torestore the shah ofIran’s Saudi-backed
son (monarchs collude together, of
course). Quite easy to explain theirlack of
domesticpopularity know:the MKO fought
alongside Saddam Hussein againstIran.
Then, inreturn for allowing them to stay
inlraq, Husseinhad them massacre tens of
thousands of KurdsinnorthernIraqg.

Sowehaveonlytworeal choiceshere:

Our first choice is that the MKO has
infiltrated the [ranian Interior Ministry
(thealleged source of Reuters’ anonymous
sources).

Thatis, withalljournalistrigor [ canmuster,
totally, laugh-out-loud preposterous. Given
thelevel of anti-MKO animosity in Iran,
and especially within the government
(whom MKO assassins keep bombing),
thisimplies that the Interior Ministry’s
background checksare sonon-existent
thatthe entire [ranian governmentisas
seriousas gang of children playing make-
believeinatreehouse. Thisis obviously
notthecase....

Our second choice is that Reuters’
anonymous sources are merely MKO
dissidents who are fabricatinglies and
exaggerations.
Giventheludicrousalternative, this choice
isso obviously correctitbarely needs
defending. Any reputable news agency
would seerightthrough their phony claim,
andanyreputablenewsagency would have
neverrunsuchastory. Reuters only did
because, like the MKO, they are devoted to
the extremist project of destroyingIran’s
popular government. The treehouse of
loony children here is comprised of the
MKO, Saudi monarchs, Zionist Mossad,
MKO-pushersJohn Bolton & Rudy Giuliani
and the dotard queen of England...and
Reuters.

How Marjane Rajavi could ever be
consideredasource worthy of credibility
defiesthe comprehension of everyIranian
citizen, whichis exactly why Reutersdidn’t
mention the MKO by name. If they had
said their source was the MKO, they would
haveleftthemselves opentoimmediate
criticism. Sothey called their “500% more”
sources “anonymous”,whichhasbecome
standard practice by leading Western
mediawhentheyneedtofabricateawar.
ButwhatdoesReuters careaboutthe well-
beingoftheIranianpeople? Their editorial
line has always shown that theyare fine
with publicizingincredibly inflammatory
material based entirely on false sources.

Thatmustbefun....

WhatifIdid the same with France? Would
youbelieveit?

In order to best explain the content of
the Reuters’article, allow me to give the
Frenchparallel,asIam PressTV’slongtime
correspondentinFrance.
PressTVhasspokenwith threeanonymous
sourcesinFrance’s Interior Ministry. About
60 people have been killed during their
56 weeks of Yellow Vest protests, and
only 12 people, as claimed by Amnesty
International and the United States (both
of whomareknown to have a clear anti-
Frenchbias).

Thefigures provided to PressTV, said two
ofthe French officials who provided them,
arebased oninformation gathered from
security forces, morgues, hospitals and
coroner’s offices. Apparently, not one ofall
ofthese peoplewillgoonrecord.
Theadministration of Emmanuel Macron
did not respond to PressTV’s request
foracomment, perhapsbecause we will
provideno prooftobackup ourwild claims.
PressTVrejects the characterization by
France’s Interior Ministry thatourarticle
is “fake news” and that our figures are
“speculative.”

Atameetingathis fortified compound of
Elysée Palacein central Paris,described to
PressTVby threesources closetohisinner
circle, the42-year-oldleader; whohasfinal
say over all state mattersin the country,
raised hisvoice and expressed criticism of
thehandlingoftheunrest.

“The Fifth Republic is in danger. Do
whatever ittakes to end it. You have my
order,” the leader known as “President
Jupiter”and “Liberal Strongman” told the
group, one of the sources said.
Macronsaid hewould hold theassembled
officialsresponsible for the consequences
ofthe protestsifthey didn’'timmediately
stop them. PressTV assumes thiswasa
reference to the Paris police chief, whom
Prime Minister Edouard Philippe said in
Marchwassackedbecause, “Inappropriate
orderswere giventoreduce the use of LBD
[rubberbullets].”
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