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Tajikistan hosts specialized

expo of Iranian goods

A specialized exhibition of Iranian goods and
services,and ajointbusiness forum were held
in Tajikistan’s capital Dushanbe from Monday to
Tuesday atthe State Complex KokhiBorbad.
Accordingto thereport, over 50 notable Iranian
companies participated at the exhibition,
showcasing various spheres of Iran's economy
suchasfood processing, construction, agriculture,
medical equipment, packaging equipment,
household products, ventilation systems, etc.
Ajointforumbetween Iranian businesspersons
and their Tajik counterparts were held on the
sidelines ofthe exhibition atthe conference hall of
State Complex Kokhi Borbad in Dushanbe.
Speaking at the business forum, the head of
Tajikistan’s chamber of commerce described
the exhibition as a valuable opportunity for
expandingtrade and providinga platform for talks
amongthoseactivein the economicsector ofboth
countries.

The Iranian ambassador to Dushanbe, who was
alsotaking partin the forum, stressed Iran’skeen
interestin developing cooperation with Tajikistan
inallfields.

Iran hasapermanent exhibition ofits goodsand
services called 'Almas'in Dushanbe, which opened
inMay 2017.

The exhibitionis said to be aimed at widening
the commercial and economicrelations between
the two countries, investment opportunities in
Tajikistan, search for business partners, and the
creation ofjointventures.

Iran Fara Bourse Among
Top FEAS Members

Iran Fara Bourse, over-the counter stock market
based in Tehran, was ranked second in terms
ofvalue and volume of trade and the number of
stockbroker companieshandlingIFBtradein2018
among 15 membersofthe Federation of Euro-Asian
Stock Exchanges (FEAS).

AsperanFEASreport, the value of deals hosted by
IFBreached €18billion by the end 0f2018. More
than 24.5 million dealswere handled by the market
intheyear. Atotal of 109 companies handled IFB
tradeinthatyear.

IFB’s market capitalization-- the marketvalue of
apublicly traded company's outstanding shares
--jumped from€12.6 billionin2017 toabove €18
billion by the end 0f2018, indicating 64% growth.
Accordingto FIAS, each stock exchange memberon
average earned €10.7 millionin profitin2018. The
profitmade by the IFBwas 31% above the average
at€12 million, Financial Tribunereported.
FEASisanon-profitinternational organization
comprising the main stock exchanges in Eastern
Europe, Middle Eastand Central Asia.

The entity rates the stock exchange marketsin
Jordan, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Greece, Belarus,
Kuwait, Romania, Cyprus, Syria, Egypt, Irag, Oman,
Uzbekistan and Tehran.

FEAS was established in May 1995 with 12
founding members with the aim of contributing to
the development, supportand promotion of capital
marketsinthe Euro-Asianregion (i.e. Europe, Asia
and the Mediterranean Basin).

BothIFBand TSE have seenadramatic surge over
thepastyear followingasteeprisein currencyrates
insummer2018.

Both markets have grown almost twofold since
the beginning of the current fiscal year (March
20) thanks to fresh liquidity from investors
disappointed by the poor returns in parallel
markets.

Assistant Editor-in-Chief of
English Section: Bahare Yousefi

Isfahan Office: Hoora Building,
Shahid Mofateh Street, AhmadAbad
Square, Isfahan, Iran

Tel: 031-32274500

Public Relations: 031-32274754

Fax:031-32274507,32274511
Lithography and printing:Golriz
Isfahan subscribers Office:

031-32274508
website: esfahan-news.com
SMS:30007232

7%

CBI1 Governor says accession to
FATF will serve banking system

Governor of Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
Abdolnaser Hemmatisaid on Wednesday that
accessionto Financial Action Task Force (FATF)

willserve thebankingsystem.

&4?1

Hemmati made
the remarks
in Tehran on
Wednesday
speaking to
reportersafterthe
cabinetsession.
Asked what if the US
targeted Iran with more
pressures after joining
FATE, Hemmatireplied that
Tehran's presence in the
inter-governmental body
will create no obstacle but
bring clearer and easier
bankingtransactions.
Thereisnoreasonforbeing
worried aboutasIranitself
follows moneylaundering
rules, the CBI governor
said.
Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) introduces itself
asaninter-governmental
body established in 1989
by the Ministers of its
Member jurisdictions.
The objectives of the
FATF are to setstandards
and promote effective
implementation of legal,
regulatoryand operational
measures for combating
money laundering,
terrorist financing and
other related threats

ISFAHAN
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to the integrity of the
international financial
system. The FATF is
thereforea “policy-making
body” which works to
generate the necessary
political willto bringabout
national legislative and
regulatoryreformsinthese
areas.

About Russia and China
which have advised Iran
tojoin FATF, Hemmatisaid
itis normal that Tehran
will face problems in
cooperation with Beijing
and Moscow ifnotjoining
the body, because they
have observations that
make them follow the
regulations.

Not joining the FATF
will  have negative
impactonlIran'sbanking

transactions, Hemmati

noted.

Elsewhere, Hemmati
talked of the Paris-
based transactions

channel, named INSTEX-
Instrument In Support
Of Trade Exchanges,
sayingthataslongasthe
Europeans do not buy
Iran's oiland the income
not be settled in the
channel, their statements
remainsin words without

action.

"Iran has taken all
necessary  measures
based onregulations and
procedure.”

Three European Foreign
Ministers of France,

Germany and Britain Jean-
Yves Le Drian, Heiko Maas,
Jeremy Huntrespectively

issued ajoint statement
oncreation of INSTEX on
January 31,2019.

'France, Germany and
the United Kingdom, in
accordance with their

resolute commitment
and continued efforts
to preserve the Joint
Comprehensive  Plan
of Action endorsed by
United Nations Security
Council resolution 2231,
announce the creation
of INSTEX (Instrument
for Supporting Trade
Exchanges), a Special
Purpose Vehicle (SPV)

aimed at facilitating
legitimate trade between
European economic

operators and Iran,’ the
three countriessaidin their
jointstatement.

Vaezi warns against
blow to economy of’
notjoining FATF

Chiefof Staff ofthe presidential office
Mahmoud Vaezi on Wednesday
warned against refusal to join
Financial Action Task Force (FATF),
saying thatnon-accessionwill deal a
bigblow to national economy:.
Beingblacklisted by FATF isregarded
asabigblowtoIran's economy and
peopleshould beinformed of different
aspects ofit, Vaezi wrote in his Twitter
accounton Wednesday:.

He urged all officials and economic
activiststo elaborateits consequences

forpeople.

Earlier on Wednesday, anumber of
Iranian lawmakers on Wednesday
appealed tothe Supreme Leader to
assign the Expediency Council to
approve fourbillsabout FATF.
Approval of the billsabout FATF has
been a subject to partisan conflict
inIran, the radicals workingin the
Guardian Council rejected FATF to
become law after the parliamenthad
passed.Constitutionally, every bill
passed by the parliament must be
approved by the Guardian Council
to take effectasalaw.The bills about
FATF werereferred to the Expediency
Council for arbitration as per a

Constitutional mandate.

The Expediency Council which has
aradical majority refuses to adopt
FATF, because of partisan goals as
well. They deem President Hassan
Rouhaniasmoderate and donotlike to
workin harmony with the moderate
Government.

Referring to the unjust US anti-Iran
sanctions which have caused economic
problems and created obstacles to
financial transactions with outside
world, the parliamentarians called
for providinglaw forjoining FATF bills
including Combating the Financing
of Terrorism (CFT) and Palermo
Convention.
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Isfahan hosting intl. textile
exhibition

The 13th edition of the
Exhibition
of Textile Industry and
Second Modex Exhibition
kicked offin the central city
of Isfahan on Tuesday and
will go on through December
four-day
is hosting 58 companies
in an area of over 8,500
square meters in Isfahan
International Fairground,
which are displaying their
latest products and services
in the fields of spinning,

knitting, dyeing, producing
raw materials, machinery
and related equipment.
Isfahan Modex Exhibition
is displaying the products
of 63 companies, including
producers and designers of
fabricand clothes as well as
sewingand cuttingmachinery
and Internet shops.The
exhibition is attended by
representatives from Isfahan,
Tehran and Gilan provinces
aswellasindustrial activists
from Turkey.

event
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Banks Lend
$40binS
Months

Banks and credit
institutions paid 5,313
trillion rials ($40.8
billion) inloansinthe
firsteight months of
current fiscal year to
Nov.21.
Thelendingincreased
by 1,150 trillion
rials ($8.8 billion)
compared to the
similar period last
year posting 27.6%
growth on year-on-
year basis, according
todatareleased onthe
website of the Central
BankofIran.
Asusual, the majority
ofloans wentto fund
working capital of
manufactures and
businesses. Lenders
paid 2,875 trillion
rials ($22 billion) to
help finance working
capital of firm, which
accounted for 54% of
alllendingin the eight
months.

Working capitalloans
increased by 380
trillionrials compared
to the same period
lastyearorup 15.3%
on an annual basis,
accordingto Financial
Tribune.
Businesses active in
mines andindustries
grabbed the lion’s
share of the working
capital loans with
1,156 trillion rials

($8.8 billion),
Financial Tribune
reported.

The CBI said despite
the rise in lending,
measures  should

be taken to curb the
inflationary impact
fromrisingdemand for
goodsand the ensuing
liquidity.

Out of 1,623 trillion
rials paid to mining
and industrial
companies, 1,156
trillion rails were
allocated to fund
working capital or
71% ofallloans.
Lenders gave 443
trillionrialstotheagro
sector, 290 trillion
rails for housingand
construction, 1,010
trillion rials to the
commercial sectorand
1,841 trillionrials to
services.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,491.5%




of partisan goalsaswell. They deem President Hassan Rouhanias
moderateand do notlike to workin harmony with the moderate
Government. Referringtothe unjustUSanti-Iransanctionswhich
have caused economic problemsand created obstaclestofinancial
transactions with outside world, the parliamentarians called
for providinglaw forjoining FATF bills including Combating the
Financingof Terrorism (CFT) and Palermo Convention.The United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,
adopted by General Assemblyresolution 55/25 of 15 November
2000, isthe main international instrumentin the fight against
transnational organized crime.Itopened for signature by Member
StatesataHigh-level Political Conference convened forthatpurpose
inPalermo, Italy,on 12-15 December 2000 and entered into force

on 29 September 2003.Financial Action
TaskForce (FATF) introducesitselfasan
inter-governmentalbody established
in 1989 bythe Ministers ofitsMember
jurisdictions. The objectives of the
FATF aretosetstandardsand promote
effective implementation of legal,
regulatory and operational measures
for combatingmoneylaundering, terrorist
financingand otherrelated threatstotheintegrity
oftheinternational financial system. The FATFis thereforea “policy-
makingbody” which worksto generate the necessarypolitical willto
bringaboutnationallegislativeand regulatoryreformsintheseareas.

MPs appeal to Leader to assign
Expediency Council approve FATF

Anumber of Iranian lawmakers on Wednesday appealed to the
Supreme Leadertoassign the Expediency Council toapprove four
billsabout Financial Action Task Force (FATF).Approval of the bills
aboutFATFhasbeenasubjectto partisan conflictinIran, theradicals
workinginthe Guardian Councilrejected FATFtobecomelaw after
the parliamenthad passed.Constitutionally,every bill passed by the
parliamentmustbeapproved by the Guardian Council to take effect
asalaw.Thebillsabout FATFwere referred tothe Expediency Council
forarbitration as pera Constitutional mandate.The Expediency
Councilwhichhasaradical majority refusestoadopt FATE because

=
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=== Nothing Resembling T'ruth Seenin
Reuters Reporton Iran: US Author

New Poll Shows
Nearly Half of
Voters Approve
of Trump's

Impeachment
Nearly halfof votersin
anew HuffPost-YouGov
pollsay they approve of
the USHouse's decision
toimpeach President
Donald Trump.

The poll found
that 49 percent of
voters approve of
impeachment, while
42 percentdisapprove.
Nine percent are
unsure.

The pollalso found that
47 of voter's percent
think Trump should be
removed from office,
comparedto42 percent
who do not think he
should be removed
from office. Eleven
percent are not sure,
TheHillreported.
Support of
impeachmentis highly
partisan, with 89
percentof Democrats
and Democratic-
leaningindependents
surveyed saying
they approve of
impeachmentand 85
percentof Republicans
and Republican-leaning
independents saying
theydisapprove.

The House voted nearly
along party lines last
Wednesday to approve
the two articles of
impeachmentagainst
Trump, setting the stage
foraSenatetrial.

That trial is likely to
take placeinJanuary,
but the timing is
uncertain  because
Speaker Nancy Pelosi
(D-Calif.) has withheld
sending the articles of
impeachment to the
Senate to try to win
leverage in a battle
with Republicans over
rules for the trial. The
House accused Trump
of abuse of power
and obstruction of
Congress.

Forthe presidenttobe
removed from office,
more than two-thirds
ofthe GOP-led Senate
would have to vote for
his ouster following
a trial in the upper
chamber.

The new poll from
HuffPostand YouGov
comes after a recent
survey from Politico
and Morning Consult
found that 52 percent
of voters support the
House's decision to
impeach Trump and
that51 percentwould
supportadecision by
the Senate to remove
him.

An American author described the Reuters news

agencyas “notreliable” and said reportslike the one

claimingthatsome 1,500 people have beenkilled in

therecentunrestinIranhave nothingto dowith “the

truth orhistorical fact”.

e

“No,it’'snot

reliable.

It’s not

ISFAHAN impartial
N E w s and it's
NEWS beholden
SN o the
power that fundsit,”

John Steppling, who
isbasedin Norway,
toldinaninterview.
“The fact is that
nothingresembling
thetruthorhistorical
factiseverinthese
sorts ofreports. The
bestapproachisto
try and dig through
the propagandaand
find history. History,
whenyou canaccess
it,doesnotlie.The US
hasinterferedinIran
for half a century.
Why should they
and their organs of
disinformation start
tellingthe truthnow.”
Steppling is a well-
known author,
playwright and an
original founding
member ofthe Padua
Hills Playwrights
Festival, a two-
time NEArecipient,
Rockefeller Fellow
in theater, and
PEN-West winner
for playwriting.
He is also a
regular political
commentator for
anumber of media
outlets around the
world.

Following s the full
textoftheinterview:
The Reuters news
agency last week
publishedareporton
the deathtoll ofIran’s
recentunrestciting
unknown sources.

(https://www.
reuters.com/article/
us-iran-protests-
specialreport/
special-report-irans-
leader-ordered-
crackdown-on-
unrest-do-whatever-
it-takes-to-end-it-
idUSKBN1YROQR).
Later a spokesman
for Iran’s Supreme
National Security
Council described
the report as “fake
news”. What is
your take on the
report? Canamedia
reportonsensitive
and controversial
issues based on
unknown sources
be considered
professional work?

Steppling: The best
way to answer this,
inasense,istostep
back and really
examine who is
behind corporate-
owned media, and
whatis the agenda.
IranisatargetofUS
foreign policy and
all thatthatmeans.
Reuters is going to
parrotthe USline on
these things. Think
ofthem, and the NY
Times, Washington
Post et al during
the lead up to the
invasion of Iraq. Did
they believe they
were telling the
truth? Of course not.
And asyoupointout
therearenosources
given.It'sabitabsurd
atthis point. Butthe
publicin the English
speaking world and
much of Europe,
too, are heavily

Official: First shipment of
Mepilexdressing delivered to

Iran

Head of Iran's Food and Drug Administration (IFDA)
Mohammadreza Shanehsaz announced on Wednesday that
the first shipment of Mepilex dressing after the US sanctions

delivered toIran.

Speakingto ILNA news agency, he said “The delivering Mepilex

dressings will be continued regularly.”

“Before that, however, our patients had no problem with
dressingshortage, butthe delivery ofthe dressingwas stopped

unexpectedly.”

EBisagroup of rare diseases that cause fragile, blistering skin.
Theblisters may appearinresponse to minorinjury, even from
heat, rubbing, scratching or adhesive tape. In severe cases,

indoctrinated.
The planet faces
a massive loss of

biodiversity and
pollution and
growinginequality.

But do we hear
much about the
environmental
impact of the
military? The climate
discussionis shaped
to help convince
people that the
forces that caused
the problems are the
only ones who can
save it. There is no
climate consensus.
Scienceisnot free of
these forces. People
live in some fantasy
about  scientific
objectivity. In the
1950s, science in
the form of doctors
was telling you
which  cigarette
to smoke. Any
independentnation
will be a target of
thisdisinformation.
EveninImperialist
nations like the US,
there is a marked
growthin precarity
forgrowingnumbers
ofpeople.Israel has
the highestpoverty
rateinthe developed
world. But mass
media erases these
contradictions. So,

no, asitisthereport
ismeaningless.

Given the fact that
Britain has lost its
interestsinIran after
the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, do you

agree that such
reports by an anti-
Iran mediaoutletare
politically motivated
orbiased?

Steppling: Of course
it’'s biased. The
UK justelected the
English version of
Donald Trump. That
tells you something
aboutindoctrination.
Howisitthatsomany
people vote against
their owninterests?
The answer is that
contemporary
life is awash in
propaganda. The
ruling class wants
to make sure
that capitalism
survives and the
class structure
remainsintact. Not
tomentioninthe US
(and now in South
America with the
fascist coups and
opposition) there
isradical Christian
extremism. Mike
Pompeo is a
Dominionist. That
means he is on the
far fringe of religious

theblisters may occurinside the body, such as thelining of the

mouth orthe stomach.

Ever since Donald Trump pulled the US out of the 2015 Iran
nucleardealand re-imposed unilateral sanctions on the country,
many European companies have refused to do business with
Iran, fearing secondary American sanctions.
One such company was the Swedish medical products firm
Molnlycke Health Care, which stopped delivering Mepilex
dressingsto Iran, whichare used to treata wide range of chronic
and acute wounds, including in EB patients.
The Swedish wound dressingis considered the major treatment
for the wounds of EB patients.Also, early in December,
Deputy Health Minister Mohammadreza Shanehsaz said that
Washington's sanctionsand therecentwarningissued by the US
Treasury Departmentwas meanttobeacoup againstthe Iranian
patients, particularly those with special needs.

he added that some 180 medicines will be produced in Iran

extremism. Mike
Pence the same.
Therise of far-right
partiesin Europeis
another feature of
thisrecalibration by
theruling capitalist
class. Fascism is
growing, and the
media is helping
rehabilitate it.

Given that Reuters
had similar fake
news about Iran
in the past and,
accordingly, it faced
restrictions on its
media activities,
can we regard the
new agency as a
professional one?
Steppling: No, it’s
not reliable. It’s
not impartial and
it'sbeholden to the
power that funds
it. The fact is that
nothing resembling
thetruthorhistorical
factiseverinthese
sorts ofreports. The
bestapproachisto
try and dig through
the propagandaand
find history. History,
whenyou canaccess
it,doesnotlie.The US
hasinterferedinIran
for half a century.
Why should they
and their organs of
disinformation start
tellingthe truthnow?

NEWS

Abducted Iranian Border
Guards to Return from
Pakistan: Commander

Commander ofIran’s Border Police said three Iranian
border guardsabducted by terrorists backin October
2018aregoingtobereleased from Pakistanandreturn
home.

Speaking to Tasnim on Wednesday, Brigadier
General Qassem Rezaei pointed to the “satisfactory”
negotiations held with the Pakistani officials to secure
therelease ofthe three Iranianborder guards whohave
beenheldin Pakistan sinceabduction by the terrorists.
The threekidnappedsoldiersare safe and well and will
returnhomeverysoon, the commanderadded.
OnOctober15,2018,theso-called Jaish-ul-Adl terrorist
group infiltrated Iran from the Pakistaniside ofthe
borderand tookhostage 14 border guards, local Basij
forces,and the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
members.

TheIRGC Ground Force’s Quds Base said atthe time that
thelocal Basij forces and the border regiment forces
stationedattheborderpostin Mirjavehregioninlran’s
southeastern province of Sistan and Balouchestan had
beenabducted after “acts of treason and collusion”
involvinganelementorelementsoftheanti-Revolution
groups who hadinfiltrated the country.

Anumber ofthe abductees have beenreleased since
then.

[ranian military forces along the southeastern border
areasare frequently attacked by terrorist groups
comingfrom Afghanistanand Pakistan.

Tehran hasalready asked the two neighbors to step
up securityatthe commonborderto preventterrorist
attacksonIranian forces.

Abe, LiAgreeon Need to
Open New EraforJapan,
China

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and Chinese
Premier LiKeqiangagreed Wednesday on the need to
createanew eraforthe two countries asthey step up
preparations for Chinese PresidentXiJinping's state
visitto]apannextspring.

In ameeting in the southwestern Chinese city of
Chengdu, Abe told Li that he wants to make the
recentimprovementinties sustainable and promote
"constant" high-level exchanges and dialogue,
accordingto the Japanese Foreign Ministry, Kyodo
Newsreported.

Liwas quoted as saying that momentum has been
maintained forimproving Sino-Japaneseties,adding
thattheyarenowbackona"normaltrack.

The meetingtook place during Abe's three-day visit to
Chinathrough Wednesday wherehe held atrilateral
meetingwith Liand South Korean President Moon Jae
In.Before flying to Chengdu, Abe also held talks with
China'sXiin Beijingon Monday whom the Japanese
prime minister plansto receive asastate guestdespite
outstandingissues suchasHongKong's prodemocracy
demonstrationsand China'sassertivenessinthe East
and South Chinaseas.

within
the nexttwo years, which will

help the country save 250 million dollars.




Leaderpays tribute to Jesus Christon
Christmas Eve

Leader of Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, in
amessage on Tuesday, called foradherence to the teachings of
Jesus Christ, which requires righteousnessand abhorrence of
anti-righteous powers.

“FollowingJesus Christrequires adherence to righteousness
and abhorrence of anti-righteous powers, and itis hoped that
Christians and Muslims in every part of the world will adhere to

this greatlesson fromJesus (pbuh) in theirlives and deeds,” reads a postreleased on
Ayatollah Khamenei’s Twitter account on Christmas Eve.
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MPsappeal to Leader NEWS
toassign Expediency news
Councilapprove FATF
O  Iseacl'sairstrikes
Nothing Resembling ~ againstSyria
Truth Seenin will no? 80
Reuters Reporton lmpumfhed:
Velayati
Iran: US Author Senior Advisor to the Leader

B of [ran’s [slamic Revolutionin
International Affairs, Ali Akbar
Velayatistressed thatIsrael’s
airstrikesagainst Syriawillnot
gounanswered,and Tel Avivwill
regretthese crimes.

“Sooner or later, Israel will
receivearesponse foritsaerial
Morning call to prayer : attacks and crimes in Syria,”
05:36:58 Velayatisaidinaninterviewwith

Vaezi warns against
blow to economy of
notjoining FATTF 0

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Noon calltoprayer: RTArabic, expressipghope that
(1) resistance forcesin Syriaand
12:03:45 Lebanonwould stand against
Evening call to prayer: thecrimes committed bythe US
17:23:22 andIsrael. Headded that “Israel
cannot continue its unlawful
aggressionintheregionwithout
receivingaresponse.”

Velayati further dismissed as
“propaganda”anti-Iranremarks
madebyIsraeliofficials, saying,
“Tel Aviv is powerless and
cannot carry out its threats

CBI1 Governorsays accessionto FA'TF
will serve banking system

High:12°¢
Low:-4°%

US Flies 4 Spy Planes at Same Time amid

Concern about North Korea'Christmas Gift'

South Korea and the US have
strengthened vigilance against the
possibility of North Korea firingan ICBM
orasubmarine-launched ballisticmissile
(SLBM), or undertaking other types

Baeidinejad deplores Reuters for creating
false propagandainfavor of Zionists

elaboration ornamingany ofthem.
Shortly after the report, Iran’s Supreme
outatthe London-based Reutersnewsagencyforcreating  National Security Council dismissed the
unreliable and false propagandaagainstiraninlinewiththe =~ Reuters’reportandsaid such claims were
based on “false propaganda.”

Iran's Ambassadorto London Hamid Baeidinejad haslashed

The United States has flown four surveillance planes over the

Korean Peninsulaatthe same time, according to an aviation tracker

Wednesday,amid heightened concernthatNorth Korea could test-fire Zionistsinterests.

along-range missileasa "Christmas gift" to Washington.

According to Aircraft Spots, the four
aircraft-- RC-135W Rivet]oint, E-8C,
RQ-4 Global Hawk and RC-135S Cobra
Ball-- werebelieved to have carried out
missions over and around the Korean
Peninsulabetween Tuesday and early
Wednesday.

TheRC-135Wand the E-8Cflewat31,000
feet, while the Global Hawk was spotted
at53,000 feet. The RC-135S took offfrom
Japan's Kadena Air Base and conducted
missions over the EastSea, accordingto
thetracker. AKC-135Rrefuelingaircraft
alsoflew over the EastSea.

It is unusual for four American
surveillance planesto conduct missions
around the Korean Peninsulaatthe same
time. That appears to illustrate how
much attention the US is paying to an
increasingly belligerent North Korea.
Pyongyang has ramped up pressure
on Washington to come up with anew
proposalin their stalled nuclear talks by
the end of the year, strongly suggesting
thatotherwiseitcouldrestarttesting of
nuclear weapons and intercontinental
ballistic missiles (ICBMs).

Warning thatthe deadline is drawing
near, the North said itis entirely up to
the USto decide what "Christmas gift"
itselectsto get, deepening concern the
regime could conductanintercontinental
ballistic missile launch.

The Northalso carried outwhatappeared
tobetworocketengine testsatits satellite
site in a possible prelude to an ICBM
launch, saying the results will have
"animportantimpact” on changingits
strategic positionin the near futureand
willbolsterits "reliable strategicnuclear
deterrent.”

of provocations, military sources said,
Yonhap news agency reported.

Green Pineland-based radars werein
operation onthe ground, while an Aegis
destroyer equipped with the SPY-1D
radar system was deployed off shore
and an E-737 Peace Eye airborne early
warning and control (AEW&C) aircraft
was carrying outamissionin the air, the
sources said.

"We're keeping a close watch over
military moves in North Korea," asource
said.

AnICBM launchoranuclear test would
representablowto US President Donald
Trump ahead ofnextyear's presidential
electionashehasboasted ofthe North's
suspension of such weaponstestsasone
ofhiskeydiplomaticachievements.
Trump has warned North Koreanleader
Kim Jong-unnotto interfere with his
reelection bid, saying the communist
nation couldlose "everything." The North
saidinresponse that the country has
nothing moretolose.

On Tuesday, Trump said he can deal
"successfully” with whatever Christmas
giftthe Northsends.

"We'll find out what the surpriseis, and
we'll deal with it very successfully,”
Trump told reporters at the Mar-a-
Lagoresortin Florida. "Everybody's
gotsurprises for me, butlet's see what
happens.lhandle them as they come
along."

Asked whatoptions heis considering,
Trump continued, "We'll see what
happens. Let's see. Maybe it's a nice
present. Maybeit'sa presentwhere he
sends me abeautiful vase as opposed to
amissile test. Imay getavase.l may get
anice presentfromhim. Youdon'tknow.
Younever know."

“Some media outlets, following an old
policy, create avery bigliein order to
make it believable. The Reuters report
onthedeathtollofaround 1,500 people
duringrecentriots [inIran] and the claim
thatthe police actions were taken under
the Leader’s order are the examples of
such measures,” Baeidinejad wrote on his
Twitteraccounton Tuesday.

The Iranian envoy added that even
Amnesty International, which initially
soughttoincrease the unverified number
of the casualties, put the death toll at
around 300. This is while Reuters has
announced a much higher number, the
majority of whom are claimed to be
women. "Women did not formabigshare
ofthe casualties," headded.

Herebuked the Reuters agency's change
ofpolicy sinceitwas sold toa"Canadian
Zionistafewyearsago",sayingthe agency
hasunfortunately adopted the policy of
prejudice and false propaganda against
Iranin favor of the Zionists in the past
years.

Noting that the Reuters office in Tehran
was closed a few years ago for creating
false news, Baeidinejad said, how could
anagency thatdoes nothave first-hand
access toacountry’sincidents create
suchreports only relying on anonymous
sources?

The London-based news outlet said in
areporton Monday that, “About 1,500
people werekilled duringless than two
weeks of unrestthatstarted on November
15, including at least 17 teenagers
and about400 women as well as some
members ofthe security forces and police.”
Reuters claimed that the figures had
been provided “by three Iranian interior
ministry officials,” without further

“Such types of news writingand making
accusationsarebynomeansacomplicated
task. These claims areleveled based on
a set of premeditated psychological
warfare and lack credibility,” head of the
SNSC’s Informationand Communications
Secretariat Alireza Zarifian Yeganeh said.
“The protestations that Reuters made in
itsreportare totally worthless not only in
terms of securityissuesand intelligence
butinthe field of newsand media,and will
damage the already-tarnished credibility
ofthisagency,”headded.

The Iranian governmentraised gasoline
priceslast monthin order to moderate
the national consumption rate, which
stands at 110 million liters per day, 40
million liters per day above the maximum
domesticrequirement.

The move prompted some peaceful
protests, butriotous elements, taking
advantage of the situation, quickly entered
the scene, destroying public property,
setting ablaze banks and gas stations
amongotherfacilities,and openingfire on
peopleand security forces.

Shortly after theriots broke out, Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed
AliKhameneitasked the Supreme National
Security Council with compilingareport
detailingthereasonsbehind theriotsand
immediate attending of the families of the
victims.

Iran'sJudiciary hassaid anumber ofthose
elements were tied to the notorious US-
backed Mujahedin-e Khalq Organization
(MKO) terror group, royalists as well as
separatists — who were nabbed in the
country’s border provinces — besides
members of organized groups trained
towards stagingacts of sabotage.
Iranhasarrested over 100 ringleadersand
masterminds of the violentattack
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