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Major petchem plant
exceeds envisaged output

&%L;v

Iran’s Noori Petrochemical Plant produced a
total of 2.9 million tons of petrochemicalsin the
first 8.5 months of the current calendar year,
whichbegan on March 21, whichis beyond its
outputgoal.

Addressing a press conference on Monday,
Taghi Sanei, the plant’s CEO, said that 60% of
his company’s outputhasbeen exported and
the remainingis being offered on the stock
marketor consumed as feedstock by other
petrochemical plants, National Petrochemical
Company (NPC) reported.

He said the company is currently processing
alicensinground for aheavy cut sweetening
project for the production of quality diesel
whose fate will be determined in two months
and construction ofthe projectistobegininthe
early days ofthe next calendaryear.

The official further added that the plantis
connected with all the refineries of the South
Parsgasfieldin orderto ensureits feedstock
supply and currently had no trouble for the
supply ofits feedstock.

NooriPetrochemical Plantconsumesanaverage
0f100,000 barrels of feedstock on adaily basis,
headded, saying thatthe company is currently
operatingat91% ofits nameplate capacity but
itsoutputis 101% ofthe planned production.
Saneifurtheradded thatother development
projects are under way in the facility which will
increaseits paraxylene outputby 20% and its
benzene outputby 10%.

Tehran to host Iran-Japan
developmentoftrade
relations summit

Iran-Japan development of trade relations
summitwillbeheld on December16-17,2019
in Tehran.

The summit will be held at Faculty of World
Studies, Tehran University on the occasion of
90th anniversary of official bilateral relations
between Iranand Japan.

The two-day summit will be opened with a
speech by Iranian deputy Foreign Minister,
Abbas Araqchiand will be included various
specialized meetings.

Japanese ambassador to Iran, Mitsugu Saito
and head of Tehran University, Mahmoud Nili
Ahmadabadi are the other officials who will
deliverspeechatthe event.

Non-oil exports at$ 2¢7bn
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Iran Gears Up to Battle Desert Locusts

Despite intensive control operations,
hopper bands and swarms continue
to form along both sides of the Indo-
Pakistan borderwhere an unprecedented
third generation of breeding started in
November.

B Some  swarms
%J/Lil have begun their
seasonal migration

ISFAHAN westwards with

NEWS

a few crossing
NEWS the Arabian Sea to
m northern Oman,
the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United

Nations has warned,
according to Financial
Tribune.

"Swarmmigrationislikely to
continue during Decemberto
southwestPakistan,southern
[ranand northern Oman,and
decline thereafter. Countries
should remain alert and
be prepared. Subsequent
breeding could be delayed
in some areas by winter
temperatures,' readsthe FAO
LocustWatchreport.

FAO hasfornow placed Iran
inthe group of countries that
havetotake cautionregarding
the pest,meaningthereisa
potentialthreattoitscrops.
Other countries placed in
the same category are Oman,
Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Kenya,
SomaliaandEritrea.
Tokeeptheworldinformed of
theseriousnessofthe current
locustsituation, FAO's Locust
Group uses a color-coded

yellowfor“caution”,orangefor
“threat”andred for “danger”.
Spokesman of the Plant
Protection Organization
of Iran, affiliated to the
Agriculture Ministry, says
these desertlocustsare the
same onesthatswarmedthe
countryinJanuary butthis
time only 20-30% of the
population ofthismarauding
pestwillenterthe country.
“Aswe speak, the southern
Hormozganandsoutheastern
Sistan-Baluchestan Provinces
are dealing with the peston
morethan 2,000 hectares of
land,” Mohammad Reza Mir
wasalso quoted as saying by
ILNA.

The official noted that FAO
has predicted swarms could
invade Kerman Provinceand
Jazmourian Lake region—an
inlandbasininsoutheastIran.
“We are well equipped and
preparedto fightthe pest,”he

have been
supplied.
Mirsaid the mainbattle phase
willbegininlate December
and given Iran’s previous
experiencesinfightinglocusts,
the invasion is expected to
cause the least damage to
farmsand orchards.
Thefirstgenerationofdesert
locusts attacked Iranabout
ayearago.FAOalerted Iran
of probablelocustattackson
Jan.21.

Duringthe previouslocust
attack, Plant Protection
Organization of Iran battled
the pest across 750,000
hectares.

Iran’s provinces of
Hormozgan, Sistan-
Baluchestan, Khuzestan,
Bushehr, Fars, Kerman,
Kohgilouyeh-Boyerahmad,
SouthKhorasanand [lamwere
swarmed by desertlocusts
inApril.

adequately

Hormozgan  Province’s
BandarLengehon]an.4.
Formeragriculture minister,
Mahmoud Hojjati, saidatthe
time thatlocustattack can
threatenIran’sfood security, if
propermeasuresarenottaken
promptly.

“Some $80 billion worth of
agricultural products are
producedinIranannually,$75
billionofwhichare consumed
domestically,” he was quoted
assaying.

Hojjati has noted that
Iran currently meets 85%
of its agricultural needs
domestically and the restis
procured throughimports.
Thedesertlocustisamong
the most dangerous pests.
Theycandestroyallgreenery,
including grains, fodder,
vegetables, tree barks and
evenweedsontheirpath. The
pesthasattackedIran’sfarms
inthefiscal1963-64and 1993-
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SMEs export
$1L.5bn
productsin

eightmonths
The Market
Development
and International
Affairs Manager
of Iran Small
Industries  and
Industrial Parks
Organization
(ISIPO) Ahmad
Javanmard said that
Smalland Medium-
Sized Enterprises
(SMEs) exported
$1.5billionworth of
productsinthefirst
eight months ofthe
currentyear (March
21-Nov.21).

He made the
remarks on Mon.
in an interview
with IRNA on the
sidelines ofalocal
ceremony of SMEs
and startups, held
for two days in
Alborz province,
and added, “this
volume of were
exported by
590 SMEs based
in industrial
townships in the
nationwide.”

Inthe same period,
he pointed out
that $190 billion
worth of products
was exported by

Accordipgtoareport releasedby_th.elslar.nic scheme; green for “calnt’ said,addingthatpesticides Thepestwasfirstspottedin  94. 64indulst_rialuni-ts
Republic of Iran Customs Administration located inindustrial
(IRICA), during the first eight months of the parks across the
present Iranian calendar year (ending on ' of knowledge-based companies and country.

November 21), [ran exported $27 billion of Knowledge—based considered the growth of knowledge- Once ySMES are
non-oil products. economyawayt() based companies as one of the empowered,
Non-oil exportsin this period were 88,000 tons, . ' components of resistance economy," he the country
registeringagrowth of 16 percentin terms of counter sanctions added. will witness

Head of Knowledge-based Companiesand
Institutions Seyyed Mohammad Sahebkar
Khorasani said that concentrating on

considerable
growth of at
least twofold, he

weightcompared to the sametime spaninthe
year before.
Asthe samereportconfirms,level ofimports

“With the development of knowledge-
based economy, abundant value added
will be created for the country and

stoodat$28.3 billion in the said time, showing knowledge-based economy isagood qnsequently, the grossdomesticproduct emphasized.

adecrease of 4.8 percent.Iranimported 22,000 strategy for counteringsanctionsand  (Gpp)willbe enhanced” For this purpose,
tonsofgood inthe said time, showing a growth meeting the country’s domesticneeds. Moreover, objectives of oil-free economy effective measures
of 1.5 percentin terms of weight year-on-year. Hemadetheremarks onTuesdayinan yj]| he realized with supporting added. have been
Asreported, China, Iraq, the UAE, Turkey and opensession ofthe Parliament, heldina  yyledge-based companiesinlinewith At the initiative taken by the ministries considered  for
Afghanistan were the top importers of Iranian bidtoreviewachievementsand problems . fronting sanctions, he emphasized. of Science and Health and also Islamic strengthening SMEs

facingknowledge-based economy.

productsinthese eight months while China, the
“The Leader of the Islamic Revolution

UAE, Turkey, India,and Germany were the main

“Theissue of unemployment will also
be solved ifknowledge-based economy

Azad University (IAU), 47 Science and
Technology parks have thus far been set

suchasidentifying
specialized,

exporterstoIran. hasalways emphasized the significance s taken into serious consideration,” he upinthe country, he noted. scientific and
export units with

theaim of helping

NO 374 Sudoku Solution: NO 373 develop  SMEs
for evermore

Iranian airline starts flights to
Uzbekistan on Dec. 9: report

Iranian Zagros Airlines began
flying on the route Tehran-

operated for flights, the
report adds.Uzbekistan’s

development
of exports of
these units in the
international
markets, settingup

Tashkent-Tehranon December aviation authorities issued exportconsortium,
9,accordingtoreportsciting permission to fly onthisroute ete.

Uzbekistan’s Ministry of onNovember11thisyear.

Transport. Zagros Airlinesis an Iranian =

Flights between the two carrier specializing in

countries will be operated delivering passengers within GOLD PRICE PEROUNCE
once aweek, accordingtoa the country and abroad

reportby Trend. Inthe future, from theairportofAbadan. 1 474 57 $
itisplannedtoincrease the Itsinternational flightsare Currency  IRR

frequency of flightsup totwo bound to Turkey, Iraq, Repubic m

times a week. Airbus A320, ofAzerbaijan, Armeniaanda -

McDonnell Douglas MD-82 numberofotherneighboring

and MD-83 aircraft will be countries.
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IranInvites
Pakistanto
Take Part

in Maritime
Security Drill
Iran’s Navy
commander invited
Pakistan to take part
in a joint maritime
security exercise,
and expressed Iran’s
readinessto dispatch
naval fleets to
Pakistaniports.

Rear Admiral Hossein
Khanzadi, who has
traveled to Islamabad,
in a meeting with
his Pakistani
counterpart Admiral
Zafar Mahmood
Abbasi called for
efforts toboostnaval
cooperation between
the two Muslim
neighbors.
Khanzadi pointed to
Iran’s presidency of
the Indian Ocean Naval
Symposium (IONS),
saying Pakistan has
played a constructive
role in collective
cooperationamongthe
[IONSmembers.

He added thatIranis
looking forward to
the Pakistani Navy’s
participationinajoint
maritime security
exercise.
Expressing Iran’s
readiness to send
warshipsto the ports
of Pakistan for friendly
visits, Khanzadisaid
the two nations have
great potential for
growthinthe shipping
industry with their
strategic ports, such
asthe Gwadar Portand
Chabahar.
The

Iranian
commander also
warned against
hostile attempts to
create divisionamong
regional  nations,
stressing that the
region would be much
safer without the
presence of foreign
forces.For his part,
the Pakistaniadmiral
highlighted the
cultural and religious
commonalities
between the two
neighbors, saying that
a maritime corridor
that links China to
Pakistan provides
a perfect economic
opportunity for the
region and for Iran’s
ports.

Iranian and Pakistani
naval forces have in
recentyears promoted
cooperation and
staged several joint
drills in the Indian
Ocean and the Sea of
Oman.

President Assad Lambasts
Europe for Creating Chaos in
Syria

Syrian President Bashar Assad blasted Europe’skeyrolein
creating chaosin Syria, sayingthe currentrefugee crisisin
European countriesisaconsequence of their support for
terrorisminthe Arab country.

“Why do you have refugees in Europe? It's a simple
question: because of terrorism that’s being supported by

Europe,” the Syrian presidentsaid.
“Europe was the main playerin creating chaosin Syria. So,

whatgoesaround comesaround,” henotedinaninterview
with Italian TV channel Rai News 24, according to Press TV.
Theinterview was originally given to the Italian TV channel
on November 26,2019, and was expected to go on air on
December 2; however, the channel refused to broadcast
it,accordingto Syria’s official news agency SANA, which
published the full text of the interview on December 9.
“They sentarmaments; they created this chaos. That’s
whyalotofpeoplefind itdifficultto stay in Syria; millions
ofpeople couldn’tlive here so theyhad to getoutof Syria,”
headded.

The Syrian president also warned about other
repercussions of external support for terrorismin the

Trump administrationis fundamentally
incompetent at negotiation; US Professor

Arab state.

“Definitely, whenever you

have chaos, it’s going to be

bad for everyone, it’s going

to have side-effects and

repercussions, especially

when there is external

interference,” he explained.

Many refugees take perilous sea

journeys toreach European shores,

from where they attemptto make their way into wealthier
European Union states, particularly Germany, in search of
betterliving conditions.
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Iran, Pakistan stress
on expansion ofnaval

A political science professor at
George Washington University Hugh
Gusterson told that Donald Trump
hatesalliancesandtreatiesbecause
theyrequire compromise,and heis
allaboutdominanceand conflict,not
compromise.

He said in
an exclusive

=

NI interview with
VSRS [LNA news
NEWS agency about
Iran's U.S.

policy thatthe

JCPOA (a2015nuclear

deal) hadtogo. Trump
cannotconcede that

cooperation

Iranian Navy commander Rear Admiral Khanzadi
said Iran is waiting for Pakistan's response to join
upcomingjointdrills with Russiaand Chinain the
Indian Ocean, dubbed ‘Maritime Security Belt.

Iran’s Navy commander Rear Admiral Hossein
Khanzadiand his Pakistani counterpart Admiral Zafar
Mahmood Abbasi held talks on Tuesday in Pakistan,
vowingto expand cooperation between their forces.
“Asofnow, we arereadyto dispatch fleets to Pakistan’s
ports,and we believe that the resolve exists for further
interactions between the two sides,” Khanzadisaid at
the meeting.He thennoted the presidency of Iranian
Navy over the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium,
adding “during this term, we madealotof efforts,and
Pakistan’s cooperationhasbeenhighly effective.”
Rear Admiral Hossein Khanzadi called for collective
cooperationand vigilance of neighboring countries
tofoilthe underminingand destabilizing measures by

the enemies, stressing thatthe region would be safer

}fle:isledstzalgiiggg I?:ri opinion and in the ithardfortheU.S.to willfinallygetatrade and/orhumanrights. withoutthe presence of foreign troops.The Pakistan

to heel because, hope that the U.S. changecourse. dealwith China. But But, of course, there commander, for his part, said the China-Pakistan

for psychological Administrationafter Answering to thisislookinglikean are foreign policy maritime corridorisagood opportunity forexpanding

reasons, he cannot Trump'swouldrejoin question about administrationthat interestsatworktoo. economicrelations,and Iran can serve as a good

admitthatany policy El(l)etrteaty.ld ‘Iche cgrslsequt:n(;fe of ?s fundtamtentallz ;Ig confitr.med }‘Ehat linking pointbetween the Westand the East.

: . ritcould resume Iran-USnegotiation, incompeten a sanctions hur ’ °

iesi(izp;id;flifizu;es' uraniumenrichment Gusterson said negotiation.” ordinary Iranians Il'all .S Zal'lf,.Afghan

fourth phase of onthegroundsthatit “Trumphasfailedto Hereferredtorecent andsaid“Becausethe President Discuss Peace

reduction of its Was nolongerbound negotiateany major protestsinlranand people making U.S. Eﬂ. ot

commitments, he bythetreaty. Itchose agreementwithany addedthatmanyU.S. foreign policy care : or S o .

added “When the thesecond” othercountry,andits leadershavespoken about achieving a IramanForelignM1n1.sterMohammad]a\./adZar1fand
The US professor negotiatingstrategy out in favor of the foreignpolicygoal,not Afghanistan’s President Ashraf Ghani exchanged

U.S. withdrew from
the JCPOA, Iran had
two choices. Itcould

confirmed that it is
hardto predictwhere
thiswilllead. Justas

looks set to ignite a
new crisis between
the U.S. and North

protestors in Hong
Kong and against
Chinese oppression

about the suffering
of Iranian citizens
(exceptinsofarasthat

views onarange ofissues, including the latest efforts
tomovethe peace process forward in the war-stricken
country.

;(})’nttﬁzligrmzb(:?éﬁg the U.S.escalationof Koreainthenextfew ofthe Uighurs. Itis suffering might be Zarifand Ghaniheld the meeting onthesidelines ofthe

treaty in order to conflictmadeithard months. surely appropriate leveragedtoachieve MlnlsrterlzfllConferenceofHeartofA51aC0untr1es1nthe

split European and for a proud Iran to “Hehasalsofailedto toexpresssolidarity the foreign policy Tl_lrkISh c1tyofllstanbul onMonday.

American  public givein,sothelranian negotiateadealwith withthosestanding goal). Bilateral relations between Tehranand Kabuland
escalation makes theTaliban.Maybehe up for democracy current political developments in Afghanistan,

Larijani Hails Iranians’
Successin Breaking
Enemy’s Resolve

Iranian ParliamentSpeaker Ali Larijani
praised the people’s successin foiling
plots hatched againstthe country and
said theymanagedtobreaktheenemy’s
resolve despite goingthrough the worst
economicconditions.

Addressinga ceremonytoinauguratea
projectthatsupplieswaterto 55 villages
inthe western province of Kermanshah
on Monday, Larijanisaid the economic

supported.

headded.

problems of the country should be
resolved through “more compatibility”
and the creative workforce should be

“Negativity isa deadly poison for the
country and hard-working men are
those who workin difficult conditions,”

“Some people only talk negatively
(aboutthe country’s conditions) and
shatter the people’s hopes but our
nation, in the worst conditions, has
broken the resolve of the enemy...,”
Larijaniwentontosay.

Followingahikeinthe price ofgasoline

setablaze.

supporttheIslamicRepublic.

last month,anumber of Iranian cities
saw sporadic protests that turned
violentin some cases. Anumber of
banks and governmentbuildings were

Meanwhile, anti-Iranian media outlets
as well as some Western officials,
including US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, voiced their supportforthe
rioters who took advantage of the
protestsinanumber ofIranian cities.

However, the Iranian people staged
rallies in various cities across the
country to condemn the riots and

especially peace talks between Afghan groups, were
themain topicsdiscussed atthe meeting.
Addressingthe conference, Zarifhad voiced Tehran’s
supportfor “an Afghan-owned and Afghan-led peace
process” and said the withdrawal of foreign troops
from the war-hit country would prepare the ground
for peaceandreconciliation process.
“Announcement of atimetable for aresponsible exit
of foreign troops from Afghanistan would prepare
the necessary ground for the Afghan government
to promote peace and reconciliation processat the
nationallevel,” the top diplomat stated.
“Inthatregard, we supportan Afghan-owned and
Afghan-led peace process with the participation of
all political groups and factionsincluding the Taliban
with the Afghan governmentin the center,” headded.

Iran to Give Crushing
Response to Any Israeli
Military Threats

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyed Abbas Mousavi
rapped Israeli officials' recent military threatsagainstIran,
and warned of a crushingresponse to any "stupid" move.
RNA - "Threats by the Quds Occupying Regime indicate its
weakness and incapability and are aimed at capping the
crisesand internal problems faced by itsleaders," Mousavi
said on Monday.

He added thatthe Israeliregime which hasarecord of 70
years of occupation has been established on threats and
aggression.

Mousavi underlined that Iran will not hesitate evena
moment to defend its national security and "will give a
crushingresponse to any aggression or stupid act" to make
the enemiesregrettheirdeeds.

Hisremarks came after Israeli Foreign Minister [srael Katz
told an Italian daily over the weekend thatthe regime was

prepared toattack Iran militarily if sanctions don’tforceitto
curtailits nuclear program Asked by the Italian newspaper
Corriere DellaSera on Fridayifamilitary strike on [Iran were
apossibility, Katzaffirmed “it'san option. We will notallow
Iranto produce or obtain nuclear weapons. Ifthe only option
lefttousisthe military option, we’ll act militarily.”

Iran continues to be behind alongstanding proposal atthe
United Nations foraregional nuclear-weapons-free zonein
the Middle East.

OnApril17,2010,Supreme Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khameneiissued a fatwa declaring that
the production, stockpiling, and use of nuclear weaponsare
allharam (religiously banned).

"Iranis notafteranuclear bomb. Why would Iran want
anuclear bomb? Moreover, when an atomic bomb is
detonated, itdoes notjustkill enemies. Rather, it kills
innocentpeopleaswell,and this goesagainstIslamicbeliefs
and the principles ofthe Islamic Republic of [ran. An atomic
bomb doesnotdiscriminate between good and bad people,
anditisnotsomethingthatthe Islamic Republic would use.
The Islamic Republicis relying on something thatis not

affected
by bombs, foreign invasions
and othersuch things. Such things only strengthen what the
Islamicrepublicisrelying on. The Islamicrepublicisrelying
onthepeople,” apartofthe fatwa said.
Also, in October, Ayatollah Khameneiunderlined his firm
and serious opposition to Iran's acquisition, stockpilingand
use of nuclear weapons, describingitas haram.




No Major Shortage of Medicine in Iran: Minister

Thereisno serious shortage of pharmaceuticals in Iran, Minister of

Health Saeed Namaki said.Speaking to reporters on Monday, the health

minister said Iran has not faced any severe shortage of medicines

although the enemies have waged an economicwar againstthe country.

The medicine shortage atthe presenttime has dropped to one-third what

itused tobelastyear, Namakiadded.Unveiling plans to inaugurate 1,000

new health and medical projects, he said the Health Ministry haslaunched the

second stage ofa grand plan focusing on prevention of diseases.In commentsin October,
Namaki said [ran was exporting pharmaceuticals to countries in Europe, Africaand
Central Asia.
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Larijani Hails ISFAHAN
Iranians’Successin N\ e S
Breaking Enemy’s
Resolve Top commander
Iranto Give hails Iran’s naval
Crushing might

Deputy coordinator of the
[slamic Republic of Iran’s
Army said the Navy’s is
currentlyatthe higheststate
of readiness thanks to the

Responseto Any
Israeli Military
Threats

MaJorpetcheln untiring efforts of domestic
plant exceeds experts.‘The exemplary trust

. and reliance to the young
en“saged Olltpllto [ranian experts has helped

Morningcall toprayer :

us reach a great state of
powerinthe marinesector,”
Rear Admiral Habibollah

05:28:47 Sayyari said during a visit
Nooncall to prayer: to the Marine Industries
EQ- headquartersofFarsprovince.
11:56:27
I ] The commanderreferred to
Eveningcalltoprayer: thesignificantachievements
17:17:08 ofthelranian Navyinthe past
years,includingthedesignand
. .
manufacture ofdifferentaerial
devicesand marine vessels,
saying, “Such developments ]
have been made under the owlicage-pascda economny a way to
harshest sanctions; so, we
believe that we can reach Y )
High:13°c hateverweseek” t t
e counter sanctions

Democrats to Unveil 2 Articles of
Impeachment Tuesday Morning

House Democrats plan to unveil two articles ofimpeachment

Tuesday, charging President Donald Trump with abuse of power

and obstruction of Congress, according to multiple lawmakers and

aides.

The Judiciary Committee plans to vote on the
articles on Thursday, setting up avote on the
House floor next week to make Trump the
third presidentin history to be impeached.
The markup will be the last major step before
the House votes to formally impeach Trump.
Democraticleaders planto formallyannounce
the articlesatapress conference Tuesday
morning. Judiciary Committee Democrats
intend to meetahead oftheannouncementand
review the articles.

The unveiling of the articles will be
the culmination of a nearly three-month
impeachmentinquiry centering on Trump’s
alleged efforts to pressure Ukraine to
investigate his political rivals — and the
president’s subsequent efforts to block
Democrats’ access to key witnesses and
documents.The decision to move forward
with specificimpeachment chargesis the
mostsignificant move yet for the year-old
Democratic House majority, alegacy-defining
moment for Speaker Nancy Pelosithatsetsup
aSenate trial for Trumpinearly 2020.

Earlier Monday evening, senior Democrats,
including House Judiciary Committee
Chairman Jerry Nadler (D-NY), huddled
in Pelosi's office to discuss the articles of
impeachment. Some Democrats were still
advocating foran obstruction ofjustice charge
against Trump Monday, butit was unclear if
there was enough support for such a charge
withinthe Democratic Caucus.

Nadlerand other top Democrats were mumas
they exited Pelosi's office Monday night.
“There will be some announcements
tomorrow morning,” House Foreign Affairs
Committee Chairman Eliot Engel (D-NY) said
asheleftthe meeting, Politicoreported.
Nadler and House Intelligence Committee
Chairman Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) are expected

to lead the press conference, which is
scheduled tobegin at8:45a.m., according to
multiple Democrats. The other committee
chairsinvestigating Trump willalsoattend, but
EngeltoldreportersthatPelosiis notexpected
to participate.

Emerging from a Judiciary Committee
meeting late Monday, Rep. David Cicilline
(D-RI) said the panel’s Democrats plan to re-
convene at8a.m. Tuesday morning ahead of
the press conference. He said the articles of
impeachmentwere stillbeing finalized.

“Our staffhas been working on this for quite a
period oftime,” Cicilline said. “We're going to
work throughoutthe night.”

Judiciary Committee aides huddledlate into
the evening and were prepared to hunker
down for an all-nighter as they discussed
the plan to unveil articles the next morning.
Asteady stream of lawmakers exiting the
meetingindicated nofinal decisionshad been
made about which articles ofimpeachment
would ultimately be included in the morning
announcement.

The closed-door strategizing followed a day-
longhearing at which House impeachment
investigators presented their case against
Trump, alleging that the presidentviolated
his oath of office and should be impeached
for trying to pressure Ukraine to help his
reelection campaign.

Thenearly 10-hour hearing was more ofa
formality as Democrats finalize their charges
againstthe president, and lawmakers on the
panel spentmuch ofthe day sparringwith each
other over partisan talking points.
Thepresident’s counsel refused to participate,
leaving Republicans on the House Judiciary
Committee to serve as Trump's defense
and attempt to undermine Democrats’
impeachmentarguments.House Democrats
allege Trump abused his power by soliciting
assistance from Ukraine to smear his political
rival, former Vice President Joe Biden, in
exchange for militaryaid and a coveted Oval
Office meeting. Trump then attempted to block
Democrats’ investigation into the scandal by
orderingtop aidesnotto testify and refusing
to comply with subpoenas.

-Theleaders of the Normandy Four countries - Germany, France,

Russiaand Ukraine - declared progress Monday followingameeting

in Paris.

Angela Merkel, Emmanuel Macron, Vladimir
Putinand Volodymyr Zelenskyagreed torenew
and expand the mandate of observers from the
Organization for Security and Cooperationin
Europe (OSCE) workingin eastern Ukraine.
Theyunanimously approveda24-hour mandate
for OSCE observers to monitor the ceasefirein
eastern Ukraine withunlimitedaccesstoallareas
instead of the 12 hours the current mandate
allows.

Inaddition, the fourleaders spoke in favor of
implementinganupdated demining planaimed
atavoidingcivilian casualties.

The partiesto the conflicthavealsoagreed toa
fullexchange of prisoners of warbefore the end of
December. Untilthen, the Red Crossmusthavefree
accesstothe captives.

Theyalsoagreed towithdraw troops from three
disengagementpointsby March 2020inaddition
tothethreelocationswherethisalreadytookplace
in2019.

The settlement of Stanitsa Luganskaya was
mentioned as one of these points. Other such
settlementswillbe defined within the framework
ofthe contactgroup workingin Minsk.
Theleaders charged the foreign ministers of
Germany, France, Russia and Ukraine with
discussing the conditions that will allow the
holdingoflocal elections in eastern Ukrainian
territory.

Merkel, Macron, Putinand Zelenskyalsoagreed to
gatherinfourmonthsforanothersummittocheck
ontheworkdoneand design measuresnecessary
tofurtherpromote conflictsettlement.
Commenting on the results of the meeting,
Merkelsaid she had theimpression thatall of the
participantshad goodwilland afirmintention to
achieve progressinsettlingthe conflict, Anadolu
Agencyreported.

According to Zelensky, the two most difficult
questionsinhisbilateralnegotiations with Putin
weretherenewal of Russiangastransitvia Ukraine

Normandy Four Declares Progress in Ukrainian
Settlement

andholdinglocal electionsin eastern Ukrainian
territory.

He stressed thathis views were diametrically
opposed to his Russian counterpartontheissue
ofborder control.

"For Ukraine, itisimportantto ensure control over
allitsborders. Atthe talks with President Putin,
[stressed the necessity of the pulloutof foreign
militantgroupsand the disarmamentofmilitants,”
said Zelensky,addinghe considered it possible
toholdlocal elections only based on Ukrainian
legislation.

Regarding passingabill on grantingaspecial
statustotheseparatistregions, he saidhe thought
itcould limitUkraine's sovereignty and allow
external forces to put pressure onthe country's
foreignpolicy.

Zelenskysaid theissue of gastransitwas openedat
themeetingand discussions willbe continued by
appointedadvisorsofthe two presidents.
Inturn, Putin said he insisted on committing
the special status of the separatistregions to
legislation becauseitis suggested by the Minsk
agreement, whichisaroadmapforthesettlement
ofthe Ukrainian conflictapproved by Germany,
France, Russiaand Ukraine.
"Thepositionontheborder--ourposition--itis
necessaryto fulfill the Minsk agreement. It says
Ukraine begins to establish control over this
territory the day after the elections and finally
thisprocessiscompletedaftertheend ofall these
procedures. Allthe points of the agreementare
linked. Ifyouviolate one point [oftheagreement],
the rewriting of others will begin, and then
everythingwill collapse,"hesaid.

Putinadded thatitwas possible tospeakabouta
thawbetween MoscowandKiev.
"Canwespeakaboutthaw? I thinkyes. We have
nowmetinthe Normandyformatanddiscusseda
veryimportantwiderange ofissues,and wehave
made progress on many ofthem," he said, noting
thattheworkwas "veryuseful".

Putinvowed to do everythingto end the conflict
in Ukraine but stressed the necessity of direct
dialoguebetweenthe separatistregionsand Kiev.
Asfor gasdeliveries, he said Russia was ready
tosellthe fuel to Ukraine 25% cheaper thanit
currently pays for Europeansupplies.
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