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Iranranks4thinworld for
kiwi production

Iranian deputy agriculture minister informed on
Wednesday thatby producing 362,000 tons of kiwi,
[ranranksfourthamongworld countries forharvesting
theagricultural product.

Iran harvests kiwi in 12,4000 hectares of land,
Mohammad Ali Tahmasebi said.

The country exported 140,000 tons of kiwilastyear,
which broughtIranrevenues worth more than $97
million.

Iran has expedited efforts to reduce dependency
onfoodimports overthe pastyearsamid rounds of
Americansanctionsthatcould havehadanimpacton
food securityinthe country.

Theagriculture sectorhas experienced asignificant
growthas official reports suggestthereis sufficient
productiontomeetdomesticdemand whileauthorities
areseekingto find newmarkets for farming products
thatareonoversupply.

Iran-Switzerland joint
financial channel toberun

soon

Amemberof Tehran's Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Ferial Mostofi announced that Iran and
Switzerland will run a joint financial channel to
exchangehumanitarian commodities.

“According to Swiss ambassador to Iran, Markus
Leitner, the financial channel willbelaunchedinnear
future,” Mostofisaidinaninterviewwith ISNA.

“The channelwillbe used forexchanginghumanitarian
commodities suchasmedicines, medical equipment
andfoodproducts,” sheadded.

“Markus Leitnerhasalso stressed thatthe financial
channelwon’tbe replaced INSTEX and will have
differentmechanismifitruns,”’ the officialwentonto
say.

Iranseriouslyfollowsjoint
projectsonoil exploration,
extraction: President
Rouhani

Iran’s President described having common cultural
andhistorical rootsasagood opportunity for further
developmentofTehran-Bakurelations,saying, "The
IslamicRepublicoflranand the Republicof Azerbaijan
havebeenabletotakeverygoodstepsindevelopment
ofrelationsbyrelyingonwisdomand tactfulness".
SpeakinginameetingwiththeFirstdeputyofthe Prime
Minister of Azerbaijan Shahin Mustafayevin Tehran,
President Hassan Rouhani said after receiving the
writtenmessage of Presidentlham Aliyey, "Withouta
doubt, thevisitsofhigh-ranking delegations ofthetwo
countriesand the cordialmessage of Presidentllham
Aliyevareeffectiveindevelopmentofrelations”.
Expressing satisfaction over the cooperation and
implementation of agreements between the two
countries, hesaid, "[hope thattherecentagreements
thatwe had with the Presidentof Azerbaijanin Baku
areimplementedassoonaspossible".
"Cooperationin carryingoutjointprojects, especially
KhodaAfarin Damand Power Plantcantransformthe
processofdeepeningtiesbetween the two countries,"
saidthe President.

He continued, "Constructing power plantsinborder
areasisveryimportant,and we hope thatthejoint
projectofRasht-AstaraRailway,whichhasbeenagreed
upon,isimplementedsooner".

Dr.Rouhani continued, "The Islamic Republic of
Iranisseriously following the implementation of
joint projectson oil exploration and extractionin
Caspian Seaand wehope thattheseissuesare closely
discussed atthe meeting ofjoint commissions of the
twocountries".
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Impactoftourismon economic

developmentin Iran

Therich culture, fantastic history, and
mysterious atmosphere of [ran attract
tourists fromall around the world to this
astonishing country. Although Iran offers
fascinating natural wonders and the
diversity of climates thatallow tourists
totravel toIranin different seasons, the
tourismindustryisnotasthrivingasitis

expectedtobe.

&4?1

As a country
with an oil-
based economy,
Iran is one of

N E W s the wealthiest

NEWS countries in
_EEREM  Asia and it may
seem like thatitdoes not
need any other source of
income. However, climate
change and environment
degradation transform
the culture of depending
on oil reserves to the
green economy and
sustainability.
Oil and other natural
resources are not a safe
and permanent way to
have a growing economy
since they will run out
eventually. Therefore,
developing the tourism
industry is an effective
way to create more job
opportunities, boost
the economy by being a
source of foreign exchange
earnings,and improve the
image of Iran. All of these
developmentsand more
are what Termeh Travel is
tryingtoachieve.
Whatis Termeh Travel?
A group of passionate
young people based in
Isfahan, started Termeh
Travel in 2019, with a
common purpose, “It is
time to make a difference.”
This new online-local
travel platform found
its place in the tourism
industry in such a short
time and became a perfect
hostfortravelers, whoare
eagertoexplorelran.
WhatDoes Termeh Travel
Do?
Termeh Travel

ISFAHAN

team

is concerned about its
society and constantly
tries to contribute to the
bettermentofIran.
Travel Services

The main goal of Termeh
Travelis "tomake traveling
toIran easier thanever,".
By providing the online
platform for purchasing
Iranvisa, Termeh Travel
is turning the frustrating
process of getting a visa
into an easy and trouble-
free online system.

In Termeh Travel's
website, you can also
find other services such
as transportation, travel
insurance, and tourist
debit cards. All of these
services are online and
givesyou the opportunity
to calculate the price and
purchase whatyouneed.
Termeh Travel Blog
Termeh Travel focuses
on creating exciting and
informative content
on their blog. A variety
of posts about different
aspectsoflranisavailable
to give people asufficient
amount of knowledge
aboutlran.

You can find useful
information about
accommodation in

differentcities of Iran, you
get to know the culture
and atmosphere of this
amazing country,and you
can read recipes of the
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ZhanatBeishenov,the Minister
of Transportand Roads ofthe
Kyrgyz Republic, has said
thattheissue of establishing
financial channels between
Iran and Kyrgyzstan was
agreed uponinameetingwith
hisIranian counterpart.

The Kyrgyz minister made
the remarks after the twelfth
meeting of I[ran-Kyrgyzstan
Joint
Wednesday.

Beishenov said that he had
aseparate meeting with his

e D -

most delicious Persian
foods.

Iran Tour Packages

By organizing different
tour packages, Termeh
Travel doesitsbestto give
agrasp ofthe outstanding
beauty of Iran to visitors.
These Iran tours offer
the most pristine and
magical nature of Iran
and let tourists have
unforgettable memories
of their trip. The tour
operator team customizes
each itinerary exactly
based on the travelers’
preferences with an
understanding of what
isimportanttothemand
what can make them
excited themost.

Using Local Tour Guides
Using local tour guides
foreachtourissignificant
for Termeh Travel since
the future of tourism is
bringinglocals backinto
the business. Local tour
guidesarebornandraised
in that specific culture,
which helps them to have
better knowledge about
that area. The whole
process createsjobsand
increasestheincome ofthe
countryaswell.
Influencer Marketing

Therole of mediaintoday’s
world is undeniable.
Whatever has been
promoted in the media
can change everything

to positive or negative.
Media platforms have
shown a differentimage
ofIran to others. People
of foreign countries think
oflranasanundeveloped,
dangerous country and
this image must be
changed. By inviting social
mediainfluencersto Iran,
Termeh Travel tries to
show the authenticglory
ofIranto the world.
People all around the
world need to see the
beauty of Iran and get
to know its hospitable
people.Social media such
as Instagram can be the
bestplatform torepresent
thisfact.

What Makes
Travel Different?
What Termeh Travel team
doesisnotonlyajob for
them. The team has a
thirst for contributing to
empoweringtheir country
and offering the best
experience tothose who
visit Iran. Behind every
aspectoforganizingatrip
or providing information,
thereisapassionate group
that cares about minor
detailsand wants to make
sure everything goes
according to the plan. To
find out how successful
the team has beenin this
mission, you canread the
reviews thattravelershad
posted onreliable travel
websites.

Termeh

Committee on

Iran, Kyrgyzstan agree to establish
bilateral financial channels

Iranian counterpartMinister of
RoadsandUrbanDevelopment
Mohammad Eslami on the
transit between Iran and
Kyrgyzstan.

Healsosaid thattheyhad had
talks on establishing China-
Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan
railway.Headded thatthebulk
ofissuesaboutestablishing
an airline between Tehran,
Bishkek and Dushanbe had
been resolved, noting that
suchairlineisimportantinthe
developmentoftourism.
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Azeri President
hails Iran’s
achievementsin

acrospace

Visiting [ran’s pavilion
in the 25th Bakutel
International Exhibition,
Azeri President Ilham
Aliyev  hailed the
country’sachievements
inaerospacesector.
Accompanied by
Iranian  Information
and Communications
Technology Minister
Mohammad Javad Azari
Jahromiduringthe visit,
Aliyevwasbriefed about
therecentachievements
and capabilities of Iranian
start-ups participatingin
theevent.
Healsovisited pavilions
of Aerospace Research
Instituteand two Iranian
firmsactiveinthissector.
The [ranian
communications
minister metwith Aliyev
on Tuesday to discuss
bilateral cooperationin
the field of information
and communication
technologies.

Speaking to reporters
after the meeting, the
Iranian ICT minister said
that President Aliyev
hasalways praised Iran
for its progress in the
technological fieldsand
sets a special time for
[ranian companies and
following-up on their
problems. Azerbaijan
Republic was willing to
reduce its dependence
onICT productsimports
incooperationwithIran.
AzariJahromisaid about
the Bakutel thatIranian
companies had a good
presenceintheexhibition,
adding that Azerbaijan
providesagood market
forIranian companies.
Healsosaid thatIranian
start-upshaveincreased
their presence in the
Azerbaijani market over
thepastfewyears,adding
that the two sides are
lookingforimplementing
ajointprojectinthefield
of ICT.

He added that the
two sides are getting
ready to prepare the
final memorandum of
understandingbetween
thetwo countriesinorder
forittobesignedafterthe
Azeripresident’stripto
[ranbythetwo countries’
ICT ministers.
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Senior Iranian
nuclear
official:
UsingJCPOA
trigger
mechanism
legally
problematic
Spokesman for
the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran
(AEOD) Behrouz
Kamalvandi has
reactedtoastatement
by three major
European countries
onthe]CPOA.

In a statement last
Saturday, France,
Germany and the
United Kingdom
welcomed the
decision by 6 other
European countries
tojointhe EU financial
mechanism for trade
with Iran to bypass
US sanctions known
asthe INSTEX, while
reaffirming their
readiness to consider
allmechanismsinthe
JCPOA, including the
dispute resolution
mechanism, to
resolve the issues
related to Iran’s
implementation ofits
JCPOA commitments.
The snapback or
trigger mechanism
incorporated in the
JCPOA is a tool that
allows the old United
Nations sanctions to
bereimposedonlran
withoutavote onthe
Council.

“Using trigger
mechanismislegally
improper because
the Europeans have
failed to fulfill their
obligations [under
the nuclear deal],”
the Spokesman for
the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran
(AEOD) Behrouz
Kamalvandi said in
reference to the E3
statement.

The Senior Iranian
nuclear officialadded
"ontheonehand,Iran
has not pulled out
ofthe framework of
the JCPOA. As such,
there is no reason
to implement this
mechanism.”

He further pointed
out that taking four
nuclear steps so far
have been based on
appropriate planning,
addingthatifneedbe,
the Iranian nuclear
agency willactbased
on any decision by
relevantauthorities
like the Supreme
National Security
Council (SNSQC).

Ayatollah Khamenei Calls for
Islamic Mercy Inthe Wake of Iran

Unrest

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei
urgedthe Iranian officialstoshow“Islamicmercy” totheindividuals
engagedintherecentunrestinlran.

Ayatollah Khamenei on Wednesday responded to a report
submitted by SecretaryofIran's Supreme National Security Council
(SNSC) Ali Shamkhani,whohas made suggestions forhandlingthe
situation ofthe peoplekilled orinjured during the recentviolent
unrestinlran.

Inresponsetothereport, Ayatollah Khameneisaid, “They (the
suggestions) shouldbe carried outimmediately,and the suspicious
peopleineach group mustbetreated inaway thatis closertothe
[slamicmercy”

Shamkhanihad made thereportafter the Leader ordered himto
investigatethereasonsbehind the outbreak ofunrestcarefully,and
toaddressthesituation ofthe victimsand theirfamilies.

The SNSChadalso proposed thatthe ordinary citizenskilled inthe
clasheswithoutplayinganyroleinthe protestsorriotsbedeclared
“martyrs” withinthelegal frameworks.

Moreover,ithad suggested payingfinancial compensation (Diyya)
tothefamiliesofthevictimskilled inthe protestsinany manner.

It was also decided that a difference be made between the

respectable families ofthe
dead and the families of
those who have been
killedinarmedclashes
with the security
forces.

Ayatollah Khamenei
has also called for
“Islamicmercy”inthe
treatment of families
ofthe third group ofthe
peoplewhoaresuspectsfor

thuggery.
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China Slams US
Congress for Passing Bill

Apolitical expertbasedinthe UScity
of Atlantadescribed freedominthe
country as “shallow and fake” and
saidifWashingtondeniessomething
requestedbyIsrael, pressuregroups
like AIPAC and the ADL go to work
“interfering”inUSdomesticaffairs.

“For the best
exampleofhow
shallow and
fake freedom

N E w s is,lookatwhen

NEWS Israel wants
_EEEM  somethin g
from the us,”

Jim W. Dean, the and interfere in
managing editor of the internal affairs

-&M,@,’,
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situation.
The most common

- Envisioning Sanctions
over'Treatment of Uighur
Muslim Minority

Beijing voiced harsh disapproval and vowed to
retaliate after the US House of Representatives
passedabill threatening new sanctions on China
over human rights abuses against religious
minorities.

Rushingthrough the House with near-unanimous
backing on Tuesday, the bill declares US support
forthe Uighurs, a Muslim minority group based
in China’s Xinjiang province. The billisamodified
version ofasimilarlawintroducedin the Senate,
butadded provisions calling for sanctions on
Chinese officials overseeing policy in Xinjiang

Thatisthe message

like, they conspired
the Department of with Congressional

and bars exports of surveillance gear that could
beusedtospyoncitizens, RT reported.
“We musttell the US side that Xinjiang affairsare

VeteransToday.com, of independent application is to Education recently people they purely China's internal affairs and thatno foreign
told Tasnim in an ¢countriesunderthis removeagovernment sentwith itsthreat controlledandcame interference is allowed,” the Chinese Foreign
interview. pretext have acted not subservient towithdrawfederal up with this planto Ministry said in a statement, adding that the bill
“If the particular differently when it to US business support for the actuallymakeitillegal “deliberately smears China's counter-terrorism
governmentministry COmes to their own interests that want Consortium for tospeakoutpolitically and de-extremization measures”.

denies theirrequest, countries. In the to asset strip a MiddleEastStudies, against Israel, e.g. "We urge the US to immediately correct its
then pressure groups latest instance, the foreign country. If operated jointly for Americans who mistakes, preventthe aforementioned Xinjiang-
like AIPAC and the USvoiceditssupport Russiawouldprefer by Duke University support the BDS related bill from becominglaw," itstressed.

ADL go to work forviolentprotests a US president and the University movement, by While Beijing’s policies in Xinjiang have come
“interfering” in US invarioussovereign less Russophobic, of North Carolina classifying it as a under fire as excessive by some human rights
domesticaffairsvia States around the then that would be ChapelHill,ifitdoes violationofourhate advocates - namely placing hundreds of
our compromised world ranging presentedasanattack notalterthecontent laws. thousands of Uighursin “reeducation camps”
Congress thatcannot fromIran,Iraq,and onthefoundationof ofitsprogramming, The Israel Lobby inhopes of discouraging radicalism - Chinese
stand up to a little Venezuelato China’s USdemocracy. accordingtoarecent focused on getting officials argue the measures are necessary to
countryintheMideast HongKong.However, Forthebestexample reportpublishedby these anti-BDS combatterrorismintheregion.

the size of metro Mmanycriticsslamthe ofhow shallowand the Guardian. How bills passedin State A UN General Assembly meeting in October
Atlanta” headded. lackoffreeexpression fakefreedomis,look doassessacademic legislatures firstto underscored the international divide on the
Jim Dean is a intheUS,itself. What atwhenlsraelwants freedomintheUS? establish apolitical matter, with two camps issuing competing
regular geopolitical doyouthink? somethingfromthe Dean: Academics momentumto carry statements on the situation in Xinjiang, one
commentator on Dean:Thepowerof US.Iftheparticular are free to pursue it up to the federal defending China’s policies there, the other
variousmediaoutlets theStateisinherently governmentministry anythingtheywant level. Any state condemningthem.

aroundtheworld.He corrupt, primarily deniestheirrequest, unless it upsets a politician voting The foreign ministry also slammed Washington
andSr.EditorGordon due to special thenpressuregroups powerfulbusinessor againstitknew they for whatitcalled “double standards on counter-
Duffhave begun their intereststhatwield like AIPAC and the politicalentitywhose would be targeted terrorism” - perhapsreferringto the US’s on-off
own bridge building huge politicalpower ADL go to work supportis deemed withanlsraeliLobby policies ofarming militants around the world -
campaign with over government “interfering” in US valuabletolocal,state, funded opponent. and stated thatthe Uighur billwould only further
Iranian university through their domesticaffairsvia and federal elected So far, no one has expose the government’s “hypocrisy and sinister
youth via Skype Power of campaign our compromised politicians,especially broughtachallenge intentions”.

conferences. Jim donations. = Both Congressthatcannot thosewhoseekhigher to the US Supreme According to the Communist Party-affiliated
comes from an old Democrats and stand up to a little office with bigger Court, where our Global Times, Beijing is preparing to publish
military family going Republicanslineup countryintheMideast campaignbills. Constitution’s First its “unreliable entity” blacklistin retaliation to
backtothe American Shouldertoshoulder the size of metro Thishasgottensobad Amendment on thebill, whichithas threatened to do since May,
Revolution. whenitcomestotheir Atlanta. thatlsraeloperatives freedom of speech after Washington penalized Chinese tech giant
Following s the full sloganof “pursuing If an academic cameoutwithanew will be ultimately Huawei. The blacklistis expected toinclude large
textoftheinterview:  Ourinterests.” They association in plan.Insteadofhaving judged to bereal or American firms such as Apple, which would be
Some Western lovethevagueterm the US criticizes to do the lobbying subject to veto by barred from doing business in China. The country
powers which call because they can Washington'slsraeli work to coerce Israelanditspolitical isalsoreportedly mulling visarestrictions for US
themselvesdefenders interpretitanyway policy, it will lose Congress to block terrorismoperation officials.

offreedom of speech needed to fit the itsfederal funding. somethingtheydonot insidetheUS.

French M Pspass pro-Zionism
resolution, defy warnings by
advocates of Palestinerights

ThelowerhouseofFrance’s Parliamenthas passedanonbinding
resolution equating criticism of the Zionists occupying
Palestinian territories with anti-Semitism, defying warnings
thatsuchamove couldservetostifle theadvocates of Palestinian
rights.

-The National Assemblypassed theresolution on Tuesday, with
154 votesforand 72 against, various media outletsreported.
Theresolution states, “Criticizing the very existence of Israel as
acollective composed of Jewish citizensis tantamountto hatred
towardsthe Jewish communityasawhole.”

“Such abuses increasingly make anti-Zionism ‘one of the
contemporary forms of anti-Semitism’in the words of the
Presidentofthe Republic,”itadds, citing French President
Emanuel Macron.

The Zionistentity proclaimed existencein 1948 after occupying

huge swathesofregional countries duringa Western-backed war.
Rightbefore thewar,ithad already gone onacampaign ofethnic
cleansing thatlasted until 1949, leading to the expulsion of
between 750,000 and 850,000 Palestinians fromtheirhomeland
while the Israeliregime was replacing them with a similar
number ofJewishmigrants.

Stillusing far-and-wide Western backing, the regime staged
anotherwholesalewarin 1967 thatsawitseizingmore chunks
ofland,includingthe WestBank, East]erusalemal-Quds, the Gaza
Stripand parts of Syria’s Golan Heights.

Many Jews worldwide are opposed to the occupation of
Palestinianland and rejectthe Zionist conceptofIsrael being
alegitimate Jewish state, arguing that the Zionistentity has
hijacked theirreligiousidentity soitcould pushahead withits
land theftagenda.

[sraeli Minister of Strategic Affairs Gilad Erdan applauded the
Frenchlawmakers’approval oftheresolution, urgingParistotake
“practical steps” againsttheinternational pro-Palestine Boycott,
Divestment,and Sanctions (BDS) movement.

Inspired by the South Africananti-apartheid movement, the BDS

. e -
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- .
v . .
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initiatedin 2005 by over 170
Palestinian organizationsandlater turned international. Itis
meanttoinitiate “various forms of boycottagainstIsrael until
itmeetsits obligationsunderinternationallaw” and end its
occupationofPalestinianlands.
The French MPs'move came despite earlierwarningsbyactivists
andrights organizations thatsucharesolution could work to
blockany criticism ofthe occupyingentity.
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Iran ready for talks with US one hour after lifting of

sanctions: Rouhani

Iranian PresidentHassan Rouhanisaysthe countryisreadytositfortalks
with the United States shortly after Washington removes the unlawful

anti-Iransanctions.

“If Americalifts the sanctions, weareready to talkand negotiate, evenat
thelevel ofheadsofthe 5+1 countries (major powers),” Rouhanisaidina
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o Armeniakeen
Iranranks 4th onexpanding
in world for kiwi economicties
production with Iran: envoy

o Armenia is ready to

Azeri President provide the grounds for
hails Iran’s bolsteringits economic

. R relations with Iran, says
achievementsin the Armenianambassador

aerospace o tothelslamicRepublic.
— . In a meeting with East
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN »
Azarbaijan tradesmen,
Morning call to prayer : Artashes ~Toumanian
stressed thathis country
05:26:05 .
isready to help promote
Noon callto prayer: ties between the
11:54:40 Eurasian Union and the

Evening call to prayer:

17:16:29

WEATHER

Iranian businessmen,
particularly thetraders of
EastAzarbaijan province,
whichborders Armenia.
The envoy noted thatthe
move comesinline with
Armenia’s efforts to keep
global standards in its
economicrelationsand
supporting  business
people.

Wednesday gathering.
Hesaid Tehran hasn’tclosed the window on talks with the USbutreiterated his
government’sstanding condition thatthe Trump administrationliftsanctionsimposed on Iran before
anynegotiations cantakeplace.

Ayatollah Khamenei Calls for Islamic
Mercy Inthe Wake of Iran Unrest

Iran’s deterrent power impenetrable,
invincible: Maj. Gen. Bagheri

Chiefof General Staffof Iranian Armed Force says the country’s

military and security powerisimpenetrable and invincible,

thanks to the numerous achievementsin the defense sector.

“Today, we have reached complete self-
sufficiencyin the defense sector,and such
power has broughtaboutagreat military
and deterrentpower for the country,” Major
General Mohammad Hossein Bagherisaid on
Thursday, during a visit to Defense Ministry
exhibition showcasingitslatesttechnological
achievements.

Underlining the rapid pace of developments
inthe country’s defense equipment, the top
commander said, “The Defense Ministry has
shownagreatperformance in the pasttwo
years, managing to fulfillamajor partofthe

country’sdefenserequirements.”
Henamedthereliance ondomesticcapabilities
and cooperation with Iranian knowledge-
based firms as the keys to materialize such
strategicplans.

“Appropriate utilization of tech-based
companies and cooperation with Iranian
universitieshavehelpedusreduce dependency
onforeignresources,”headded.

Iran has made major breakthroughsinits
defense sectorinthe pastyearsand attained
self-sufficiency in producing military
equipment and hardware despite facing
sanctionsand Westerneconomicpressure.
The countryhas designed and manufactured
differenttypesof missile systems, including
Talashand Bavar-373.
TheIslamicRepublicsaysits military poweris
solelymeantfor defensive purposesand does
notposeanythreatto other countries.

Iran, Kyrgyzstan
canuse own
currencies to
boosttrade:
Jahangiri

Iran, Kyrgyzstan can use own
currencies to boost trade:
Jahangiri

TEHRAN, Dec. 05 (MNA) -
Iran’s First Vice-President
Es’hagh Jahangiri proposed
the idea of using national
currencies in trade
transactionsbetween Iranand
Kyrgyzstaninabidtobroaden
mutual economicexchanges.
“Iran and Kyrgyzstan can use
their national currencies so
as to expand their mutual
economic relations,”
Jahangiri said in a meeting
with Kyrgyzstan’s Minister of

Transportand Roads Zhanat
Beishenov and Minister of
Economy Sanzhar Mukanbetov
in Tehran on Wednesday.

The Iranian vice president
expressed hope forachieving
aroadmap tothe development
of bilateral ties, noting that
the “successful meeting of the
Joint Commission on Economic
Cooperation between the two
countries” is a harbinger of
hope to materialize such goals.
Referring to the plans for
the promotion of regional
interaction within the
framework of the Eurasian
Economic Union, Jahangiri
said the agreementsto operate
directflightsbetween Tehran
and Bishkek wil greatly
facilitate business trips
between the two countries.
He pointed to the “great
technical and engineering

capabilities” of Iran, saying
the countryisready to carry
out projects on construction
of roads, dams and large

industrial factories in
Kyrgyzstan.Beishenov, for his
part, thanked Iran forassisting
with the construction of a
sports complexin Kyrgyzstan
and highlighted Iran’srole and
membershipinthe Eurasian
EconomicUnion.

The official expressed hope
the two countries can explore
theavenuestoincrease their
already satisfactoryrelations.

Canadian Analyst Highlights US Hypocrisy on Freedom of

Speech

-ACanadianpolitical experthighlighted the USgovernment’sdouble

standards on the freedom of speech right and said Washington

hasno problem with hate speech against Muslims butrejects “any

correspondingrightto speakfreelyin criticizing Zionism”.

Tasnim: Some Western powerswhich call themselves
defenders of freedom of speechand interferein the
internalaffairs ofindependent countries under this
pretexthaveacted differently when it comes to their
own countries.Inthelatestinstance, the USvoicedits
supportforviolentprotestsinvarioussovereign states
around theworldrangingfromIran,Iraq,and Venezuela
to China’'s Hong Kong. However, many critics slam the
lackoffreeexpressioninthe US,itself. Whatdoyouthink?
Grossman: Well, [thinkitis now quite clear thatthe
members of political apparatus in Western nations,
the USin particular, typically supportthe notion of free
speechonlywhenitcomestospeechthatiseitherbenign
or supports the narrow range of positions whichare
consideredby themtobelegitimate.
Asaresult,wearenowseeingthattheestablishmenthas
no difficulty whatsoever invoking freedom of speech
todefend the right of people to engage, for example, in
hate speechagainstMuslims, oragainstnationswhich
resistUShegemonyandthereforeare deemedtobethe
enemy,whilerejectingany correspondingrighttospeak
freelyin criticizing Zionism or other forms of political
extremismthatare fullyembraced by the AtlanticWorld
establishment.

Evenworse, the concentration of ownershipand cross-
ownershipruleswhichonceregulated the mass media
industryhave been completely abandoned, with the
Atlantic World security apparatus now workinghand
inhand with private sector media outletsand online
platformsto quietly censor inconvenient truthand
viewswhich cannotbe reconciled with official policy
positions. That ubiquitous censorshipis of course
entirely free fromaccountability through the courts
based onany constitutionallyenshrined personalrights
orcivilliberties.

Thenetresultofthisisthatthe Emperor stands naked
foralltosee,asthe USanditsalliesnotonlyintervene
tostirup civil unrestin nations around the world,
while Western governments criticize their regional
counterparts for taking action againstindividuals
stirringup unrestand violenceand, atonce, shut down
all criticism of similar responses by Atlantic World
governments when they move to quell unrest, as we

havebeen seeing formany monthsnowin France,and
repeatedlyinothercountrieslike the US.

Tasnim: [fanacademicassociationinthe US criticizes
Washington'sIsraelipolicy, itwill loseits federal funding.
Thatis the message the Department of Education
recentlysentwithitsthreattowithdrawfederal support
forthe Consortium for Middle East Studies, operated
jointlyby Duke University and the University of North
Carolina Chapel Hill, ifit does notalterthe content ofits
programming, accordingtoarecentreportpublished
bythe Guardian. How do assess academic freedomin
theUS?

Grossman: Like so many notions once heralded as
bedrockvaluesinthe USand wider Atlantic World
system, the principle of Academic Freedom was
abandoned whenneoliberals subverted the tertiary
education system and turned Universities not only
intouser-pay institutionsbutinto profitcenters. That
happenedinthe 80slongbefore the contrived waron
terrorprovidedideologueswithaconvenientcoverfor
infiltratingthe managementofUniversitieseverywhere
and quietly ensuringthatacademicappointmentsonly
gotopolitically correctcandidatesand thatnobodywho
activelyrejectsZionismorothercompulsoryideological
viewsisgiventenured positions. Academicfreedom, in
short, hasgonethewayof “therule-of-law”, civil liberties,
political freedom, tolerance, and the dodobird.

Tasnim: The Frenchgovernment’scrackdownonyellow
vestdemonstratorsis another example that refutes
the world power’s claimto be a defender of freedom
of speech. The protestsbeganayearago over high fuel
pricesbutevolvedintoabroadersocialmovementover
incomeinequalityand President Emmanuel Macron's
leadership. How doyouassessthe crackdownand the
free expression situation in the Western European
country?

Grossman: [twould be foolish notto recognize the
challenges presented by often contrived protest
movementsin this new era that sees the standard
ofliving for ordinary, often uninformed, working
peoplein Western countries falling drastically, asthe
corporate sector struggles to remain competitiveina
world dominated by cheaplabor, lowtaxes, andlack of
regulation, while, at the same time, developmentsin
information technology have given ordinarypeoplea
voicetheyhave never before had and arelated power
which, usingthe same technology,is easilymanipulated
by otherswhoalltoo often seem to have acompletely
differentagendafromthose theymanagetostampede
intosome form ofill-advised political action.
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