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ICCIMA chairman:
Iranian firms to build
30,000 residential units
in Syria

Chairman of Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
Gholamhossein Shafeirevealed the details ofa
new agreementbetween Iranand Syriaunder
which Iranian companies will construct 30,000
residential unitsin Syria.

He made the remarks on Tue. in Iran-Syria
Business Forum and stated, "Iran hopes to
see Syria's reconstruction following the full
restoration of peace and stability to this country.”
Inthe meantime, Iran’s private sector is ready
tohave akeyroleinrebuildingand supplying
goods and services to Syrian people, he said,
adding, “for this purpose, Iran Chamber of
Commerce embarked on settingup Syria Rebuild
Headquartersthreeyearsago.”

He announced the establishment of a joint
chamber of commerce and exchange of economic
delegations between the two countriesin the
past three years and added, “we have first
concentrated on boosting bilateral economic
cooperationand interactions, so thatboth public
and private sectors should make their utmost
efforts forimplementingjointagreementsinked
between Iranand Syria.”

Signing a strategic long-term cooperation
document between Iran and Syria in the
presence of Syrian prime minister and Iran’s
first vice president is an important step
towards promoting trade and businessties, he
emphasized.

Today, a contractwill be inked between Iranian
and Syrian housing ministers, under which
30,000 residential units will be constructed by

Iranian companiesin Damascus, Syria, Shafei
added.

Non-oil trade between Iran,
Iraq ‘positive’: commercial
attaché

The Commercial Attaché of the Islamic Republic
ofIraninlraqNasser Behzad said thatthe volume
of non-oiltrade transactions between Iranand
Iraqinthefirstseven months ofthe currentyear
(from March 21 to Oct. 22) turned positive.

He made the remarks on Monday while putting
the non-oiltrade volume exchanged between
IranandIraqinthefirstseven months oflastyear
(fromMarch21toOct.22,2018) at$10 billion.
Over $6 billion worth of non-oil products were
exchanged between the two countriesin the first
sevenmonthsofthe currentyear (Mar. 21 - Oct.
22),Behzadadded.

Iranisready to facilitate admission of Iraq’s
exportgoods forbalancingtrade and business,
hestressed.
Amajorpartoflran’sexportofproductstolraq
ismanaged according to the market demand,
hesaid,addingthatIranian products are highly
welcomed by Iraqi citizens.

Accordingto the scheduled program, $20 billion
worth oftrade has been predicted for the two
countriesinordertoyield currency, create
employmentand promote economy between
the two countries, the commercial envoy added.
Industrial equipmentand machinery, medicine,
medical equipment, water-supply parts, food
products,ironware and steel products are some
ofthe major products which areimported into
Iraq fromacross the world, Iran’s commercial
attachétolraqadded.
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The governmentrecently announced a plan
to constructhomes for the newlyweds and
peoplewithreasonableincome or pensioners
who donotownahomeand cannotaffordto
buy one withoutstate assistance.

Known as the ‘National
Housing Action’ plan,
the initiative has been
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discussed in
the media and
among housing
experts, with
mostexpressing
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m reservations

aboutthesuccess
ofthismacro plan.
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One key factor, informed
observersand academia
recall, is the deplorable
experience of the ‘Mehr
Housing Plan’ that
was launched by the
government of former
president, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, in thelast
twoyears of his two-term
presidency thatendedin
2013.

The multibillion dollar
housing plan for the
low-income strata did
deliver housing to many
deserving people, butit
had more thanits share
of controversy. As if
the multiple problems
werenotenough, alarge
number of people who
made advance payments
have still to receive the
keytotheirhomesalmost

10yearsafterthescheme
was launched with alot
of fanfare, according to
Financial Tribune.

How many unresolved
problemsthathastily put
together housing plan
had andstillhasisnotthe
subjectofthis write-up.
What seems strange is
that the new housing
plan of the Rouhani
administration and its
timing—barely twoyears
before President Hassan
Rouhani leaves office
after hissecond and last
term.

Mehdi Soltan
Mohammadi, who is a
lecturerin Tehran, told
the Persian-language
news website Fararu that
he fails to understand
why governments think

up such huge and costly ofthose poorsouls still
projects “solateintotheir ~ waitingtotake delivery of
term(s)”. theirapartments.

“If governments really Headdsthathistoryhas

wish to build homes for
the people, they should
startassoonas they take
office” and notwaitforthe
dying years when time
is running out and few
ifany are willing to take
responsibility and getthe
jobdone.

Struggling Still
Mohammadi is quick
to recall the unending
controversy over the
Mehr Housing Plan and
the problems it created
for the incumbent
government, with which
itis still struggling and
wants to wrap itup amid
mountinglossesand the
wrath and grievances

the “habit of repeating
itself” and the national
housing plan of this
government will face the
same fate, “as this too will
betransferred to the next
administration”.
Rouhani’s Minister
of Roads and Urban
Development
Mohammad Eslami said
earlier this month that
the government has
“allocated 300 trillion
rials ($2.4 billion) for
the new housingscheme
thatwill create 130,000
jobs and liftindustries
related to and working
for the once powerful
construction sector”.

Chinese, US Trade Officials Talk
about‘Resolving Core Issues’

Theleaders ofthe US-Chinatrade negotiations held another
phone call on Tuesday morning, China’s Ministry of Commerce
saidinanonlinestatement.

“Bothsidesdiscussedresolving coreissues of common concern,
reached consensus on how toresolverelated problems (and)
agreed tostayin contactoverremainingissues foraphase one
agreement,” the Chinese-language statementsaid,accordingto
aCNBCtranslation.Liu He, China’stop negotiatorontrade, spoke
with US Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer and Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin, the statementsaid.

Alsojoiningthe callwere Chinese Commerce Minister Zhong
Shan, People’s Bank of China Governor Yi Gangand NingJizhe,
vice chairman of China’s top economic planning body, the
National Developmentand Reform Commission,accordingtothe
Commerce Ministry.
Tradetensionsbetweentheworld’stwolargesteconomies have

persisted for more than ayear, with both countries applying
tariffstobillions of dollars’worth of goods from the other. Rather
thanaddress atonceall the points of US complaints — which
range frombilateral trade to China’s state-dominated economic
structure—bothsidesarefirsttryingtoreachaso-called “phase
one”agreement.

Chinahassaid any such dealwillrequirearollbackoftariffs, while
theUSwouldliketo ensurethatBeijingwillincreaseits purchases
of Americanagricultural products.

On Friday, Chinese PresidentXiJinping told a US business
delegationvisiting Beijing that China wants “towork foraphase
oneagreementon the basis of mutual respectand equality,”
accordingtoanAssociated Pressreport.

Xialsosaid Chinaholdsa“positiveattitude” toward thetradetalks,
thereportsaid. “When necessary we will fightbackbutwe have
beenworkingactivelytotrynottohaveatrade war”

US President Donald Trump on Friday said on the television
program “Foxand Friends” thatalong-negotiated trade deal with
Chinais “potentially very close.”
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Syrian minister discusses economic
coop. with Irandeputy 'M

Iranian Foreign Ministry
reported.

They also discussed efforts
to provide the private
sector with incentives and
areassuring environment
forwork.

The Syrian minister has
traveled to Tehran at
the invitation of Iran's
minister of roads and
urban development in a
bid to form the Iran-Syria
Joint Executive Committee
for Housing and Urban
Development.

Syria's Minister of Public
Works and Housing Suhail
Mohammad Abdul Latif met
and held talks with Iranian
Deputy Foreign Minister for
Economic Affairs Gholam-
Reza Ansari in Tehran on
Monday.In the meeting, the
two sides conferred onjoint
cooperation between the
two countriesin the field of
construction, particularly
implementation of housing
projects, road construction,
and development of the
infrastructure in this area,
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What's News

E.Azarbaijan
prov.’sforeign
trade valueup
by42% in seven

months

Head of East
Azarbaijan Industry,
Mine and Trade
Organization Habib
Aminzadeh said that
provincial foreign
trade valuein the first
seven months of the
current year (March
21-0ct.22)registered
a 42 percent hike as
compared to the same
period oflastyear.

He made the remarks
on Mon.inaWorking
Group session of
export promotion
in Shabestar, East
Azarbaijan province
and said, “non-oil
export is one of the
strategicrequirements
in the country and
province.”
Promotion of
exports has been
institutionalized in
this province in a way
thatsignificantgrowth
of foreign trade in this
province is a solid
evidence for the said
claim,headded.

He pointed to setting
up export promotion
companiesasoneofthe
growth components
of foreign trade and
added, “cooperation
of industrial and
production companies
with one another
can materialize most
economic objectives
of the country
appropriately.”

Then, he pointed to
Syria’slucrative market
and called on domestic
economic agents
and entrepreneurs
to take advantage of
opportunities in this
market.

Aminzadeh also
pointed to the high
economic potentials
and capabilities of
this city and added,
“Shabestar in East
Azarbaijan province is
one ofthe important
production and
export hubs in this
province which can
boostexportactivities
of this province
in the nationwide
level.”

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE




anniversary ofthe Saddam regime’s chemical attacks on
civilian Iraniansin the city of Sardasht.
Dehghanalsorecalled the participants that 22 years after
the Chemical Weapons Convention entered into force on
29 April 1997 the international aid to victims of chemical
attacks wasinsignificant.

The senior Iranian diplomat further referred to the US
unilateral sanctions on Iranasinhumane and disgraceful
economicterrorism, saying thatthe USbans have made it
difficultfor the victims ofthe chemical weaponsin Iran to
receive necessary medical treatment.

He further urged the international community to
counter the US sanctions as they are in blatant violation

of the Chemical Weapons
Convention (CWC).

He also called on the
member states to
intensify their efforts to
assistchemical weapons
victims and oppose the
US actionsin preventing
the transfer of chemicals
and equipment, including
pharmaceutical raw materials,
tomember states asacrime against
humanity.

US chemical weapons a
threatto international peace,
security: Iran Deputy FM

Gholamhossein Dehghani, Iran’s deputy foreign minister
forlegal and international affairs, has addressed the
Twenty-Fourth Conference of the States Parties to the
Chemical Weapons Convention.

Addressing the Twenty-Fourth Conference of the States
Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention on Monday,
Gholamhossein Dehghani, Iran’s deputy foreign minister
forlegal and international affairs recalled the 32nd
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FM spox
deplores
US attempt
toescalate
tensionsin

Iran

Tehran has
slammed the
United States
for interference
and in the Islamic
Republic'sinternal
affairs, saying
Washington
showed itisseeking
to sow insecurity
inIran by backing
riotersintherecent
unrest.

“These comments
andinterferences
[by US officials]
were not a sign of
their goodwill or
friendship with
theIranian people;
they were aimed
at  heightening
the tensions,”
Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Abbas
Mousaviduringhis
weekly presser on
Monday.

“The Americans’
stance ontherecent
incidents came
in line with their
policy of maximum
pressure against
Iran," hesaid.
“They want to
put the Iranian
government
under pressure
by provoking the
people,” he said,
adding that such
plots, however, will
come to no avail,
and thisis proved
by the massive
pro-establishment
rallies people have
beenholdingacross
the countryin the
pastdays.

Last Friday
(November 15),
the government
raised Iran’s
gasoline prices in
order to moderate
the national
consumption
rate. The measure
prompted initially
peaceful protests,
but riotous
elements took
advantage of
the situation by
destroying public
property, setting
ablaze banks and
gas stationsamong
other facilities.
When the riots
broke out, US
Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo was
quick to take to
Twitter to support
the violent acts of
rioters.

Iran Urges Reform of UNSC

Iran’s ambassadorto the United
Nations called forareform ofthe
UN Security Council, which he
saidisgrippedbyalegitimacyand
credibilitycrisis.

Addressing a
Monday meeting
ofthe UN General

NEWS Assembly,

NEWS entitled
_BEZM  “Question
of  equitable
representation  on
and increase in the
membership of the
Security Council and
related matters”,
Majid Takht Ravanchi
said the UNSC is not
keeping pace with the
significantchangesofthe
contemporaryera.
“This organization is
founded mainlyto save
succeedinggenerations
fromthe scourge of war,
and suchanimportant
functionasthe primary
responsibility for
the maintenance of
international peace
and security has been
conferredtothe Security
Council,"hesaid.
“However, a short
look at the Council’s
performanceinthe past
and present reveals
that, by any measure,
it is not meeting
our expectations;
its actions have not
been consistently in
conformity with the
UN Charter; it is not
truly preventative,
democratic, transparent,
accountable and rule-
based; in many cases,
ithasbeeninactive or
ineffective; in certain
cases, itsactions have
been ultra vires; and
it has been seriously
exploited by certain
permanent members,”
theenvoyadded.
“As a result, now
the Council is facing
a legitimacy and

=
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credibility crisisas well
as a serious trust and
confidence deficitand
isnotkeeping pacewith
the significantchanges
ofourtime,”hedeplored.

“The only golden
standard forappraising
the Council’s
performance is the
‘principles ofjusticeand
internationallaw’ which
hasbeenstipulatedinthe
Charter;” TakhtRavanchi
underlined."Applying
this criteria, forinstance
toassess the Council’s
performance regarding
situationsinourregion,
clearly indicates that
‘justice’ and ‘law’ are
the main missing
elementsinalmostall
cases, from the oldest
crisisof ourregion, the
illegalandillegitimate
occupation of Palestine
and parts of Syria and
Lebanon, to Saddam’s
aggressionagainstlran,
toUSaggressionagainst
Iraq, to the continued
inhumane blockade of
Gaza Strip, and to the
creation ofthe world’s
worst humanitarian
crisisin Yemen,” IRNA
quotedhimassaying.

“Therefore, to
ensure justice and
rule of law and to
preserve and promote
multilateralism, the
Council’s reform is
neither an option nor

Erdogan: Turkey-Qatarmilitary
base servesregional 'stability'

Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said Monday the
construction ofanew Turkish military base hasbeen completed
in Qataranditwill benamed afterthe famous Muslim commander
KhalidbinWalid.Erdoganarrivedin Dohaearlierinthe day toattend

thefifthmeetingofthe Turkey-Qatar High Strategic Committee.

Hespoketotroopsatthe Turkish base where about 5,000 soldiers
havebeenstationed sinceaSaudiArabia-led blockade started more
thantwoyearsago. The visit came aslocalmediareported Qatar
intendstobuy 100 Turkish tanks."It [ Turkey-Qatar Combined Joint
Force Command] servesstabilityand peace ofnotonly Qatarbutalso
the Persian Gulfregion,” Erdogan said after meetingtroops atthe

newlyfinishedbase.

The command centre was named after Khalid bin Walid - one of

an optional choice;
itisthe only solution,”
the Iranian envoy
underscored.
“Nevertheless, none
of the five core issues
--namely membership
categories, veto,
regionalrepresentation,
the size ofan enlarged
Council,and Council’s
working methods --
which are interlinked
and therefore need
to be discussed
comprehensively
within a package--
should be considered
lessimportantthanthe
others,”hesaid.

“While  developing
countries mustbe more
fairly represented in
the Council, its reform
shall not shrink to or
be equated solely with
its enlargement. For
us, enlargementis not
an end in itself but a
meanstoanend,” Takht
Ravanchistated.

“The Council’s
enlargementis useful
only if it can fulfill
our ultimate goal in
reforming the Council,
namely to evolveitinto
a truly democratic,
representative,
transparent, efficient,
effective and, above
all, rule-based and
accountable  body,’
addedtheambassador.
“In other words, ifthe

performance of an
expanded Council is
goingtobethesameas
itisnow atits current
size, why should we
be engaged in such an
exercise? Letitbe crystal
clear. We don’t wish to
rule out the Council’s
enlargement.  This,
however, must only
be one of our multiple
objectives, notoursole
objective. In any case,
the composition of an
expanded  Council
must be balanced,
both  geopolitically
and geographically,
he wentonto say.“Now,
geopolitically,  the
Council is dominated
mostly by western
countries, three of
which have veto power,
and geographically,
while  WEOG is
overrepresented, the
mainregionsare poorly
represented in terms of
number and have less
rights and privileges
in terms of veto
power or permanent
membership,”the envoy
deplored.“Likewise,
to date, one-third of
UN members have
never found a chance
to become a Council
member while there
havebeen 20 countries
that have each served
between 10-22 years
in this body. This

the Islamicworld's greatest generals who commanded armies of
the ProphetMuhammad in the seventh century. He was soadeptin
battle, the Prophet Muhammad gave him the name the "Unsheathed
Sword of Allah".Erdogan dubbed the militarybase "the symbol of
brotherhood, friendship, solidarity and sincerity".

"Wehaveneverleftourfriendsaloneinany period ofhistoryagainst
threatsandrisks-and weneverwill," said Erdogan.

InJune2017,SaudiArabia, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain,and Egypt
launchedaland, air,and seablockade against Qatar, saying Dohawas
notadheringtotheirregional policies.SaudiArabiaclosed theborder
withitsneighbour- Qatar'sonlylandborder:
Qatarhasdenied theaccusations oftheblockadingnations, sayingit
choosestofollowanindependentforeign policy.Ajointcommunique
published by the official Qatar News Agency after the meetings,
"stressed theimportance ofthe unity ofthe Persian Gulf Cooperation
Council, especiallyinlightofthe challenges surrounding the region

disproportionality
and injustice must be
addressedandrectified,
including by limiting
chances for those who
have served more and,
instead, providing
more advantages to
those who have never
servedinthe Council or
servedlesstimes. “This
isessentialin ensuring
equal opportunities
forall Statestobecome
a Council member as
well as in preventing
the domination of a
certain regional or
geopolitical group over
the Council. Asaresult
ofthe Council’s reform,
it should be ensured
thatitsmembersdecide
based notontheir own
national interests but
based on the common
interests of the entire
UN membership,” the
envoyadded.“Likewise,
we must not neglect
suchimportantissues
asthe Council’'sworking
methodsastheycannot
be addressed only
through enlarging the
Council. Inthis context,
transparency as well
as strict adherence
to the Charter by, and
the  accountability
of, both the Council
and its members for
their performanceare
extremely crucial,” he
explained.
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Iran Calls US A'Threatto
Global Security

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister for Legal and
International Affairs Gholam Hossein Dehgani
said the US, as the only country possessing
chemicalweaponsintheworld,isamajorthreatto
international peaceand security.

Addressingthe 24th Conference ofthe States Parties
tothe Chemical Weapons Conventionin The Hague
on Monday, Dehqani called for the immediate
destruction oftheweaponsand furthersupervision
by the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW) over the destruction process of
US chemical weaponsbefore the deadline thathad
beensetearlier.

Hefurtherreferred tothe 32nd anniversary of former
Iraqidictator Saddam Hussein’s chemical attackon
Iranian civiliansin Sardashtand said 22 yearsafter
the Chemical Weapons Convention entered into
force on April 29,1997, international aid to victims
of chemicalattackshasbeentrivial.
TheIraniandiplomatalso descried US sanctions
onlranasshamefulandcalled ontheinternational
community to counterthe USsanctionswhicharein
facteconomicterrorismandaflagrantviolationofthe
conventiononthe prohibition ofchemicalweapons.
The US asthe only state that possesses chemical
weaponsisathreattointernational peace and
security,healsostated.

LocatedinIran's northwestern province of West
Azarbaijan, Sardashtwas the third city in the world
afterJapan’s Hiroshimaand Nagasakitobecomea
targetof Weapons of Mass Destruction.
OnJune28and 29,1987,Iragibombersattacked 4
crowded partsof Sardashtwith chemicalbombsand
engulfeditsresidents, womenand children,young
andold, with fatal chemical gases.

Theattackskilled 116 citizensandinjured over5,000.

Netherlandstojoin
French-led Straitof

Hormuznaval mission:

ANP

TheNetherlandswill contributeashiptoaFrench-led
navalmissioninthe StraitofHormuzforasix-month
periodstartinginJanuary, Dutchnewsagency ANPsaid
onMonday, citinggovernmentsources, Trendreports
citingReuters.

France haspushed foraEuropeansecurityalternative
inthe Straitof Hormuzafter ruling outjoininga U.S.-led
coalition protecting oil tankers and cargo ships from
threatsthey say Iran posesto shippingin the strategic
waterway.French Defense Minister Florence Parly said
onSaturday theinitiative could startearly nextyearand
around 10 Europeanand non-European governments
wouldjoin, pending parliamentaryapprovals.Shedidnot
namethe countries.The Dutch governmentis expected
toformallyannounceits contribution to the French-led
missiononFriday, ANPsaid.

Denmark, Italyand Spainareamong countries thathave
previously expressedinterestinjoiningthe French-led
initiative.

... mutual respect and full
sovereignty of statesand non-interferencein theirinternal affairs".
"Constructive dialogueisthe onlywayto end the currentPersian Gulf
crisis,"itadded.




Foyle Filmfest.in Ireland

Iranian short wins at Oscar-qualifying

Kaveh Mazaheri's short film ‘Funfair’, an Iran/Canada co-
production, has won the bestshort film award at the 32nd
edition of Foyle Film Festivalin Derry, Northern Ireland.
Mazaheri's 'Funfair' will be introduced to the 92nd Academy
Awards after having won the best short film award at the Oscar-
qualifying Foyle Film Festivalin Ireland.
The Irish film festival is one of only a handful of international festivals
with Oscar affiliation, BAFTA and BIFA recognition.
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International Affairs
Gholamhossein Dehghani
and Deputy Minister of
Industry and Trade of
the Russian Federation
Oleg Ryazantsev held a
meetingin The Hauge,on
thesidelines of the 24th
Conference ofthe State
Parties to the Chemical
Weapons Convention.

SM Es export value of products hit
1.58Sbn in seven months: official

US Supreme Court Blocks House from Receiving

Trump Financial Records for Now

The USHouse of Representatives will not get President Donald

Trump's financial records for now, the Supreme Courtsaid on

Monday.

US Supreme Court Blocks House from
Receiving Trump Financial Recordsfor Now
Therulingisawin for Trump, whois fighting
onseveral fronts to shield the records from
becomingpublic.

In a brief order, the court granted the US
president's emergency requesttoblocka
subpoenafrom House Democratstohislong-
time accounting firm from moving forward.
There were nonoted dissents.ChiefJustice
JohnRobertsand the other eightjustices will
now havetodecide whethertohearthemerits
inathornydilemmathatwould require them
todeterminethe extentof Congress' oversight
authority. This first major separation-of-
powerstestofthehigh court,asotherpotential
impeachment-related issues head its way,
offersachallengetoachiefjusticewhohastried
to protectthe judiciary from the politicking
oftheday.Lower courtshad ruled againstthe
President's claims thatthe subpoenaviolated
theseparationofpowers,instead holdingthat
the House could pursuethe documentsaspart
ofitslegitimatelegislative function.Trump's
personallawyershaveargued thatthe House's
requestwasan "unprecedented" demand for
his personal papers.Itisastrongsignal that
the courtisinterested inultimately takingup
the caseandissuingamessage on Congress'
investigatory powerand an executive'srefusal
toturnoverdocuments.

Thejustices setup an expedited briefing
scheduletoheararguments frombothsides
onwhetherthe courtshould agree to hear
Trump'sappeal thisterm. The Presidentmust
filehisopeningbriefonorbefore December5.
The Househassaiditcould move forward with
animpeachmentvotebytheend of December.
Monday's order "isashort-termvictory for
President Trump," said CNN Supreme Court
analystand University of Texas School of Law

Professor Steve Vladeck. "Butbyrequiringthe
Presidentto file hisappeal by next Thursday,
thejusticeshavealso ensured that, if they
choose to take his case on the merits, they'll
beabletodosobeforetheend oftheir current
termnextjune.”
Atthesametime,Vladecksaid, the order"tells
usverylittleabouthowthey'reactually going
torule."

TheHouse casearisesfromasubpoenaissued
by the House Oversight Committeelast April
to Trump'slong-time accounting firm, Mazars
USA, requesting documents it said would
berelevantto the committee'sinvestigation
concerning,amongothersubjects,whetherthe
Presidenthad undisclosed conflicts ofinterest.
A federal appeals courtruled against the
president on October 11 holding that it
detected "noinherentconstitutional flawin
lawsrequiring Presidentsto publicly disclose
certain financial information," the court
addedthatthe challenged subpoenaseeks
informationthatcouldlead Congresstochange
oramenditsfinancialdisclosurelaws.
Aftertherulingcamedown, Trump'spersonal
lawyersraced to the Supreme Courtaskingit
toputthesubpoenaonholdwhileitprepared
toaskthejusticestotakeupthecasethisterm.
"Giventhetemptationtodigupdirtonpolitical
rivals, intrusive subpoenasinto personallives
of presidents willbecome our newnormal
intimes of divided government-- no matter
whichpartyisinpower;" Jay Sekulow,alawyer
forthe President,argued in courtpapers. "If
every committee chairmanis goingto have
thisunbounded authority, this Court should
bethe onetosayso."House General Counsel
Douglas Letter fired back. "This Courthas
longrecognized that Congress's power to
conductoversightand investigations--a
power of inquiry, with process to enforce it
--isanessentialand appropriate auxiliary to
thelegislative function," heargued.Lettersaid
thesubpoenaisnecessaryto "shedlightonthe
accuracy of President Trump'sdisclosures,and
therebytoinformthe Committee's oversightof
the Executive Branchand its consideration of
remediallegislation."

Europe cannot change Trump's foreign

policy

AUSpolitical science professortold ILNAnewsagency that

re-election next November. Thus, domestic
politicsare goingto playaroleinhis willingness

Europeanstatesappeartohave muchlessinfluence over US

tonegotiate," US professor said.

foreignpolicyinthe Trumpera.

"Trump is eagerly looking for successes

In an exclusive interview, political science
professorat Louisville University Rodger A.
Payne said "l am quite skeptical that they can
convince the Trump administration toreverse
courseonitsIran policy.[Thopelam wrong."
"Both the US and Iran have periodically
escalated their hostile rhetoricand actions
since the Trump administration pulled out of
the]JCPOAinMay 2018,"headded.

"It would have been preferable for the
administration tokeep the USintheJCPOAand
attempttobroaden the terms of negotiated
agreementwith [ran overanarray of regional
securityissues. There are issues where Iran
and the US share interests."He added that
both have reasons to favor political stability
in Afghanistan. Each benefits when Persian
Gulfoilis flowing regularly without threat.
Answering to question about President
Trump's next steps, Payne confirmed
"President Trump views himself as a
dealmaker, who explains his willingness to
negotiate with North Korea’s Kim Jong Un.
Thathasnotworked outas Trump had hoped,
butIthinkitshowshis willingness to meetwith
stateslongviewed as American foes."

"Unless theimpeachment proceedings cut
shorthis administration, he will be up for

thathe canuse to turn attention away from
impeachment. That might make him amenable
toadeal with Iran, butthe administration is
going to wantanew nonproliferation deal to
seemabitmore beneficial for the USandless
beneficial forIran."Asked aboutdoes America's
policy of Maximum Pressure can change the
policies of the Iranian government, he said
"Itappearsthatthe Trump administration’s
“maximum pressure” campaign has had the
opposite of its intended effect - in terms of
altering Iran’s behavior. However, it also
appearsthe sanctionshave hurtIranand that
this pain has contributed to recentinternal
unrestinIran."The political professortold ILNA
thatthere would be no further warintheregion
and added butthe ongoing conflictbetween
the US and Iran makes war conceivable -
perhaps sparked by accident, carelessness, or
misperceptions."The negative consequences
ofanew warinthe Middle East might notbe
feltin time for the next election cycle, butit
would nonethelessbe avery dangerous move
for the President’s political career and for
US security policy," Payne stressed.Rodger
A.Payneisaprofessorinthe Department of
Political Science at the University of Louisville.
Rodger researches multilateralism, global
environmental politics, international security,
and democratization of global politics.

Departments of (SCO) Member States, held in Russia’s

Iran Eyes Closer Scientific
Interaction with SCO

Anlranian deputy science minister expressed the
country’swillingnesstobroaden scientific cooperation
with the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO).

Deputy Minister of Science, Research and Technology
AliKhakiSeddiq called for the enhancement of scientific
and academicrelations between Tehranand the SCO
Member States.Accompanied by the president of
Tehran’s Khajeh Nasir Toosi University of Technology,
the deputy minister was attending the 5th Meeting of
the Heads of Science and Technology Ministries and

Moscow on November20and 21.

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), or
Shanghai Pact, is a Eurasian political, economic, and
securityalliance, the creation of which was announced
onJune 15,2001 in Shanghai, China by the leaders of
China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and
Uzbekistan.

The SCO Charter, formally establishing the organization,
was signed in June 2002 and entered into force on 19
September2003.

Iran, Afghanistan, Mongolia, and Belarus are observer
states of the organization.
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