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Italy eager to participate in
Iran markets

Italy's Ambassadorto Iran Giuseppe Perrone stated
here on Saturday that the Italian companiesare
interested in havingan active presence and having
activitiesin the Iranian markets.

[taly and Iran are both eager to develop bilateral
cooperation, the ambassador said in a meeting
heldinthe Iranian capital with Chairman of Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries and Mines
Massoud Khansari.

AsPerronesaid, the investment made by an Italian
company in the northwestern Iranian city of Tabriz
and the travel of atrade Italian delegation to Iran
indicate that Rome is keen on promoting and
preservingrelations with Tehran.

He further expressed the readiness of the Italian
Embassy in Tehran toimprove and boosteconomic
tieswithIran.

Despite certain European countries' measures, Italy
endeavorstokeep financial channels openinorder
toboostbankingrelations with Iran, the ambassador
noted.

Then, hewelcomed bartertrade between Romeand
Tehran, stressing that suchamechanismwould bea
goodlogical solutionin the presentconditions.
Theambassador,atthe end ofhis remarks, called for
makingeffortsto remove problemsinthe pathtothe
developmentofeconomic cooperation.

For his part, the Iranian official criticized the US
unilateral sanctions against Tehran that have
recentlyled toadecreaseinbilateral cooperation
with Rome.

Khansarihoped thatthe Italian Embassy in Tehran
would facilitate exchange between Iranian and
[talian private sectors and take steps towards
weakening the sanctions.

The official expressed the Tehran chamber of
commerce'sreadiness to do whatever it can to
develop cooperation.

Like the [talian ambassador, Khansari welcomed
barter exchange between the two countries.
Despite the world criticism, US President Donald
Trump withdrew unilaterally from the Iran Deal
formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) in May, 2018.

To respond reciprocally to the US move, Tehran
decided toreduce its commitments to the JCPOA,
based on Article 26 and 36, and seta deadline
for Europeans toremedy breaches on the first
anniversary of the USwithdrawal in May 2019.

USlooting Syrian oil: Al-
Jafari

Syria's Permanent Representative to the United
Nations, Bashar al-Jafari, rebuked the United
States for occupying the Syrian oil wells, saying the
Americansarelootingoilrenews in the shadow of
the Security Council's silence.

Addressinga Security Council meeting early on
Saturday, Basharal-Jafarisaid the US state terrorism
hastargeted Syriaintending to change theregion's
geopoliticalmap.

"The Syrian war will end when foreign support for
terrorismends," headded.

Hestressed, "The Syrian constitution and its future
belongto the Syrian people, and the greatest danger
for Syria's constitutional committee is some attempt
tointerfereinits process to thwartefforts."
Al-Jafariadded, "The US occupies Syrian oil wellsand
plundersthe Syrians' revenuesin the shadow of the
UN Security Council'ssilence.”

The US President Donald Trump was not
embarrassed to frankly announce the policy of
looting Syrianoilwhenherecently asserted thatthe
decisionto keephis occupation forcesin the Syrian
al-Jazeeraregionisfor “Syrian oil only”
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New Material Converts'Toxic Air
Pollutantinto Industrial Chemical

Scientistshave developed anew advanced material that
can convertatoxic pollutant produced by burning fossil
fuelsinto usefulindustrial chemicals using only water
andair.

New research led
by The University
of Manchester, has
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developed ametal-

N E W S organic framework
NEWS (MOF) material that

_ I providesaselective,
fully reversible

and repeatable capability
to capture nitrogen dioxide
(NO2),atoxicair pollutant
produced  particularly
by diesel and bio-fuel use.
The NO2 can then be easily
converted into nitric acid,
a multi-billion-dollar
industry with usesincluding,
agricultural fertilizer for
crops; rocket propellantand
nylon, TechXplore reported.

MOFs are tiny three-
dimensional structures
which are porous and can
trap gassesinside, actinglike

cages. The internal empty
spacesin MOFs can be vast
for their size, just one gram
of material canhaveasurface
areaequivalent to afootball
pitch.

The  highly efficient
mechanism in this new
MOF was characterized by
researchersusingneutron
scatteringand synchrotron
X-ray diffraction at the
Department of Energy's Oak
Ridge National Laboratory
and Berkeley National

Laboratory, respectively.
The team also used the
National Service for Electron
Paramagnetic Resonance
Spectroscopy at Manchester
to study the mechanism of
adsorption of NO2 in MFM-
520.The technology could
lead to air pollution control
and help remedy the negative
impactnitrogen dioxide has
ontheenvironment.

Asin Nature Chemistry, the
material, named MFM-520,
can capture nitrogen dioxide

at ambient pressures and
temperatures—evenatlow
concentrations and during
flow—in the presence of
moisture, sulfur dioxide
and carbon dioxide. Despite
the highly reactive nature
of the pollutant, MFM-520
proved capable of being fully
regenerated multiple times
by degassing or by treatment
with waterinair—aprocess
that also converts the
nitrogen dioxide into nitric
acid.

Export

Iran can export gasoline only to
Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan;

"Rising gasoline pricesare notexpected to hinder the growth
of consumptioninIran,” [ranian energy experttold ILNA.
Speaking with ILNA economic correspondent, Morteza
Behrozifar said thatthere can be no significantreductionin
petrol consumptionjustbyraising prices so governmentcan
reduce consumption by changinginfrastructure, developing
publictransportation and improving the quality of cars.
Hereferred to possibility to exportgasoline to other countries
and added that evenif we can export, the questionis that
under which circumstances can gas be exported and to which

countries will be exported.
"Weareunder severe sanctions,and the samerestrictions that
apply to oil exports are existing for gasoline. We can export
only small portion to Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan," the
expertsaid.He confirmed thatone of the things that can offset
the governmentdeficitistheraisingthe price ofgasoline, but
the factis thattheinflationary effects of this strategy are so
significantthatthey ultimately reduce governmentrevenue.
Head of Managementand Planning Organization Mohammad-
Bager Nobakhtsaidinatelevised speech last week that
inflationis not favored by the current administration in
Iranand the governmentis doingits besttoreduce the costs
ofliving in the country, but "raising gasoline prices was a
legal duty on the administration which should have been
accomplished accordingly."

ofasinglebarrel of oilas well.

intensified sanctions againstIran.

Enemies have created obstacles

forimportoffood and medicines

Vice- President and Head of Planning and Budget
Organization Mohammad Bager Nobakht said on Saturday
thatthe enemieshave created obstacles forimportoffoodand
medicines,addingthattheyhave attempted to preventexport

Speakingin the ceremony to sign MoU for building 20,000
small solar power plants, he said that the enemies have

Headded thatIranian governmenthas putontheagendasome
projectfor construction ofhousesand settingup solarenergy
plants.Earlier, Nobakhtsaid thatthe USwasbegging for talks
with Iraninrecentmonths, adding thatthe reason why it
makessuchademandisthatthey knowthatlranian governing
systemis much stronger than they thought.

Noting thatthe UShasbeen deceived by the false slogans
ofthe hypocrites, he added that now the US administration
has declared several times thatitis ready for talks and this
isindicative of the country's high capabilitiesin all fields,

includingeconomy.
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Followingthe government
last
gasoline prices by 200%,
compressed natural gas
consumption has risen
by 2 million cubic meters
adaysince Nov. 15, head
of CNG departmentatthe
state-run National Iranian
Oil Products Distribution

Company said.
“CNG consumption is
growing rapidly and has

surpassed 21 mcm/d, up
11%,” Hassan Qolipourtold
toILNAnewsagency.

The figure is expected to

Iran CNG consumptionjumps

week to raise
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exceed 24 mcm/d by the
end of December, he added.
NIOPDC said on Nov. 14
midnightthatsubsidized
gasoline would be sold
for 13 cents a liter up
to 60 liters for each car
every month. Additional
purchases
double.

will cost
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What's News

Parl. approves
settingup

four special
economiczones

in Yazd prov.

A Member of
Parliament for
Mehriz constituency
in Yazd province
Mohammadreza
Sabaghian said that
Parliamentapproved
setting up four special
economiczonesinthe
citiesof Meybod, Bafgh
and Abarkouh.
Hemadetheremarkson
Sat.inaninterviewwith
IRNA and added, “this
decision was adopted
in the Parliament
due to the existing
capacities including
railroad crossings and
importantroadlinesin
theseregions.

Paving suitable ways
for the development
and expansion of
regioninorder tospur
productionand exports,
promoting technology
level, takingadvantage
of top economic
technologies, attracting
foreign investment,
creating field of
productionand trade
activities forincreasing
export of goods,
presenting services
for active presence
inregional, domestic

and international
markets, generating
new employment

opportunities,
promoting
employmentlevelinthe
province, decreasing
production costs with
theaimofenteringthe
global competitive
markets, etc.are of the
salient advantages
of launching special
economic zones in
thisregion, Sabaghian
added.

He wenton to say that
special economic
zone provides
proper  capacities
and opportunities
forinvestors, adding,
“exemption of
tax, presentation
of facilities and
infrastructures are of
the salient cases which
will cause development
and prosperity
in cities of this
province.”
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millions of [ranians stay connected to each otherand the outside
world,”headded.The sanctionsblockany AzariJahromiproperty
under USjurisdiction, the Treasury Department further said,
sayingitsregulationsgenerallybardealingsby USpersons, orthose
transitingthe United States,insuch property.

“I'mnotthe only member of the club of sanctioned persons
(Based on Trump’s fairytales). Before me, Iran ICT startups,
Developers, Cancer patients,and EB children were there. I'll
continueadvocatingaccesstoInternet&Iwon'tletUSprohibitIran
development.#EconomicTerrorism,’ AzariJahromitweeted after
theannouncement.

The sanctions on AzariJahromicameadayafter US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeothreatened toimpose evenmore embargoson

Iran over the country’shandling
oftherecentriots, eventhough
the unrestisbelieved to be
theresultof Washington’s
unilateral sanctions.
Inmeddlesome comments
on Thursday, Pompeo
urged Iranians to send
photosand otherinformation
documenting what he called
“repression,” while vowing to
sanction "abuses" by the Iranian
government.

US Imposes Sanctionson Iran’s
ICT Minister

The USimposedsanctions on the [ranian minister of information
forhisroleinwhatitdescribedas “widescaleinternet censorship”
duringtherecentwave of foreign-backedriots thathitanumber of
citiesasaresultoffuel price hikes.

Azari Jahromi has advanced Tehran’s policy of “internet
censorship”whileinoffice, US Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin
saidinastatementonFriday, Reutersreported.

“We are sanctioning Iran’s Minister of Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) forrestrictinginternetaccess,
including to popular messaging applications thathelp tens of
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=m  UK,US Ran Secret Prisons in Iraq after
20083 Invasion: Report

IRGC
detains 100
ringleaders of

recentriots
Iranian Judiciary’s
spokesman said
FridaythattheIslamic
Revolutionary Guards
Corpshave detained
some 100ringleaders
oftherecentriotsthat
took place last week
amid the peaceful
demonstrations
against  gasoline
rationing and price
rise.

“Around 100 of the
senior and junior
ringleaders, as well
as the principal
elements behind the
recentdisturbances,
have beenidentified
and arrested by the
Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC)
at wvarious spots
across the country,”
Gholam-Hossein
Esmailisaid.
HelaudedtheIranian
nation’s vigilance
and unity against
the vicious plots of
the enemies, saying
that the unrest had
ended and calm
restored to the
country asaresultof
the separation of the
ranks of the people
and therioters,and
the effortexpended by
the security and law
enforcement forces
under the directions
of Leader of the
Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei.

Iran began
rationing gasoline
and substantially
increased the price
of fuel on November
15, saying the
revenue would be
used to assist those
financially struggling
families. The decision
sparked rallies in a
number of Iranian
cities, some of which
were marred by
violenceand damage
to public property;
riotous elements,
abusingthesituation,
quickly entered the
scene, destroying
public  property,
setting ablaze banks
and gas stations
amongother facilities,
and opening fire on
people and security
forces.

There have been
reports of fatalities
among both security
forces and civilians
in differentlocations,
with an official tally
notavailableyet.

The USand Britishmilitaryranatleast
twosecretprisonsin[raqduringthe
months followingthe 2003 invasion,
concealingprisoners from Red Cross

inspectors,areportsaid.

=

The British
army’s most
senior legal
adviser in
N E w s the country
NEWS atthetimeis
_EEEM  understood
to have made a
criminal complaint
to police when
he discovered the
existence of the
black sites, the
Middle East Eye
reported on Friday.
He said that the
prisoners may not
have been notified
tothe Red Crossand
may subsequently
havebeenrendered
outofthe country.
The disclosure
comes afterajoint
investigation by the
BBC and Sunday
Times newspaper
concluded thatthe
British government
and senior army
commanders
coveredup evidence
that troops had
been involved in
murder and torture
in both Iraq and
Afghanistan.
Afterinterviewing
11 former civilian
police officers
who investigated
allegations of war
crimes, the two
news organizations
reported that the
UK’s Ministry of
Defence (MoD) was
determined that
no prosecutions
should be brought
inorder to protect
thereputation ofthe
country’smilitary.
Oneofthetwosecret
prisons that were
the subject of the
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military lawyer’s

complaint was
insideajointUS-UK
forward operating
base knownas H1,
located atanairfield
and oil pipeline
pumping station
in Iraq’s Western
Desert.

The second, outside
the town ofal-Qaim
near the Syrian
border, was known
to coalition forcesas
Station22.

The existence of the
detention facility
at H1 came to
light only when an
anonymous call was
made to a British
Royal Air Force
(RAF) basein June
2003, alleging that
an Iraqiprisoner of
war hadbeenbeaten
todeathaboard one
ofits aircraft while
being taken to the
prison.
Aninquiry by RAF
police faced aseries
of obstacles, and
MEE understands
that a file on the
case at one point
disappeared from
the offices of RAF
lawyers.
Subsequently, a
judge-led inquiry
published earlier

Iran Embassy Files

Complaintagainst Hostile TV

Channels Basedin UK

The Iranian Embassyin London filed aformal complaint
with the Office of Communication (Ofcom) against
adversary Persian-language TV channels based in the
United Kingdom for provoking violence in the [slamic

Republic, theambassadorsaid.

In a post on his Twitter account on Friday, Hamid
Baeidinejad said the embassy has senta formalletter
to Ofcom to complain against the Persian-language
UK-based TV channels, including Iran International,
BBC Persian and Manoto, for their politically-motivated

thisyearestablished
that the victim,
who wasnamed in
thereportas Tariq
Sabri Mahmud, had
beenkilled whenhe
wasrestrained and
thrown to the floor
inside a Chinook
helicopter. His
body was promptly
buriedatH1.
Another prisoner
lost consciousness
during flight, and
a third had his
prosthetic  legs
removed.

These men were
among 63 prisoners
of war being
flown to H1 for
interrogation after
being detained
at a roadblock in
western Iraq on
April 11, 2003,
by Australian and
American special
forces.Itisunclear
howmany prisoners
were detained at
H1in total or how
long the detention
facility remained in
operation.

It is also unclear
whether the
prisoners were
later transferred to
the main coalition
prisoner of war
camp atUmm Qasr,

—
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south of Basra.
British army
lawyers are
understood to have
soughtinformation
aboutthe prisoners
once the existence
of the detention
facility cametolight,
butwithoutsuccess.
Clarification on the
whereabouts of the
prisoners has not
been provided to
them by the British
authorities despite
numerousrequests.
A senior former
army lawyerlodged
a complaint with
a policing panel,
the Iraq Historic
Allegations Team
(IHAT), that
was examining
allegations of
Britishwar crimes.
Sunday Times
reported this week
that 11 former
IHAT investigators
say nothing came
of their inquiries
because the British
government and
senior  military
commanders were
determined thatno
soldiers would face
prosecution.

The MoD refused
to answer MEE’s
questionsaboutH1,

calling for widespread violence against Iranian civilian

institutions.

The Office of Communications, commonly known as
Ofcom, is the UK government-approved regulatory
and competition authority for the broadcasting,
telecommunicationsand postal industries of the United
Kingdom. Ofcom has wide-ranging powers across the
television, radio, telecoms and postal sectors.

Following a hike in the price of gasoline last week, a
number of [ranian cities saw sporadic protests that turned
violentin some cases. Anumber of banks and government
buildings were setablaze.
Meanwhile, anti-Iranian media outlets, including those
based in the UK, voiced support for the rioters who took
advantage ofthe protestsin anumber of Iranian cities.

misreporting on the recent developmentsin Iran and

would notdisclose
what happened
to the prisoners,
and declined to
comment on the
matter.
Upto20,000 people
were held at Umm
Qasr during the
years following the
invasion.

The us also
operated anumber
of other detention
facilities. One, Abu
Ghraib, became
notorious following
the disclosure
of a number of
photographs
showing inmates
beingabused.

A lesser-known
detention facility
was run by the
US at Balad, north
of Baghdad, while
another operated,
with UK assistance,
at Baghdad
international
airport.

Aleaked Red Cross
reportlater showed
thatitsinspectors
had grave concerns
aboutthetreatment
of inmates at Abu
Ghraiband had also
complained about
the mistreatment of
some prisoners at
Umm Qasr.
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US Seeking to Create
Security Problemsin
Lebanon: Hezbollah

Hezbollah’s second-in-command Sheikh
Naim Qassemsaid the USis seekingto take
advantage of Lebanon’s anti-government
protests and create “security problems”,
addingthatthe resistance movementwill
notfallinto a civil war that Washington is
longing forinthe Arab country.
“Thefirstobstructioninthe formationofthe
governmentis Americabecauseitwantsa
governmentthatresemblesitand we want
agovernmentthatresemblesthe Lebanese
people,” Sheikh Qassem told Reuters on
Saturday.

US officialshad been in direct contact with
Lebanese politicians and officials, the
official said, adding, “Letthem leave us
alonesowe canreachanunderstanding
amongourselves. Themore theyintervene
the moretheydelaythe solution.”

Prime Minister Sa’ad Haririresignedinlate
October amid nationwide protests against
corruptionand economicadversity thathad
begun earlier thatmonth.

Asked why Hezbollah and itsallieshad not
opted to form a cabinet on their own, the
Lebaneseresistance movement’s deputy
secretary-general said the movement
preferred the prime minister be chosen
through agreementwith the main parties.
“There are continuous contacts between
Hezbollah and Prime Minister Hariri to pick
the prime minister;” he said.

Sheikh Qassem said the first step towards
dealing with the crisis would be the
formation ofagovernmentthatshould start
by implementing an emergency economic
planafteramendingitifnecessary.

The causesofthe crisisincluded bad policies
and corruption, he said.

“We supportthe people 100% in putting the
corruptontrial,” he said. “The corrupt must
stand trial in Lebanonregardless of who
theyare...wesupportallmeasuresthatlimit
corruptionand thatrecoverlooted wealth.”
The senior Hezbollah official warned
against Washington’s attemptto create
chaosinthecountryandsaid, “Idonotsee
signs ofacivilwarin Lebanon. Hezbollah
isdetermined notto fall into strife that
Americawants. Butwe have information of
Americanattempts to create some security
problems”.

On Tuesday, protesters blocked roads
leading to the parliamentin the capital
Beirut, forcing the legislature to postpone
whatwas supposedtobeitsfirstsessionin
two months. Heavy clashes werereported
later thatday between security forces and
agroup of protesters attempting to make
their wayinto the parliament.

[ n
an address on Sunday
morning, Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed
Ali Khameneiwarned thatthe sporadic protests and acts
ofvandalismin Iran would create insecurity.




Iraniandoc‘Last Supper’screened in'Tokyo
Iranian documentary ‘Last Supper’, directed by Mohammad Ghanefard,
wasscreened atthe Tokyo University of Foreign Studiesin Japan.

The screening was organized by the cultural section of the Iranian

embassyin Tokyo.

Following the screening, Aoyama Hiroyuki, a professor atthe Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies, delivered alecture onissuesrelated to
extremismandterrorismintheregion.The programwasattended by over 100

10000 Rials

studentsfromvarious departments, particularly students of Persian, Arabicand

Turkishlanguages:'LastSupper’isadocumentary aboutthe Syrian Christiansand their struggles
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USImposes
Sanctionson Iran’s
ICT Minister

Security Problemsin  Iraq,Lebanon’s
Lebanon: Hezbollah ~ unrestinIran:
Adel
Irancanexport Gholamali Haddad
]ill Ill I Adel, a member of
gasouneo yt() raq, Iran’s Expediency
Afghanistanand Council, pointed to
R the role of foreign
Paklstan; EXpOPt countries in flaming
riotsinlranduringthe
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN pastweek “Foreigners
were seekingto create

Morning call to prayer:

05:16:28 Iran that they had
Nooncalltoprayer: established in Iraq
11:49:56 and Lebanon butthe

I plotwas foiled in two
Evening call to prayer: days by the vigilance
17:17:36 of the nation and by

WEATHER

alsonoted.
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s Foreign hands

the same unrest in

the authority of the
Establishment,” he
said on Saturday. “If
the government had
acted more wisely,
therewould have been
fewer damages,” Adel

Iran Makes Anti-Moss Nano-Coating for

Watercraft

Anlranianknowledge-based company hasused nanotechnology

skin.
The problem of adhesion of mossto the
vessel’shullincreasesfrictional resistance

todevelopaspecial coating that prevents the growth of marine

organisms,suchasmoss,ontheouterlayerofthe hull of ships.

and fuel consumption, and decreases the
vessel'sspeed.

In October, Leader of the Islamic

duringthe occupation oftheirland by ISIL terrorists.The documentary had been previously
screened atthe second Iranian Film Weekin Japan thissummer.
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Enemies have created obstacles for
importoffood and medicines

N KoreaSays Gained Nothing from US but

" Betrayal’®

North Korea's UN Mission said the countryhas gained “nothingbut

Pyongyanghasbeen steppingupits pressures
on Washington to make bigger concessions.

asense ofbetrayal”sinceitsleader Kim Jong Unand US President

US Defense Secretary Mark Esper said

Donald Trump committed to establishinganewrelationship.

Thursday he doesnotregret postponinga US-
South Korean military exercise, even though
the gesture wasrejected by North Koreaasnot
enoughtorestartnuclear diplomacy.

The anti-fouling material invented by the
Iranian company prevents undesirable
accumulation of moss on the wetted
surface of vessels’ hull.

The coatingisalso environment-friendly,
doesnotrelease any chemical material
into the sea, and reduces the use of
biocides.

Inaddition to the hull of ships, the nano-
coating could be applied to coastal
structures and piers, as well as military
submarines.

The Iranian knowledge-based company
has tested the new coating for five years
before startingits mass-production.

The anti-foulinglayerlasts foratleastfive
yearsand functionslike sharkand dolphin

Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei
assured Iranian knowledge-based
companies and the enterprises working
onadvanced technologies thathe would
dothebesttoremove obstaclesin the way
oftheyouths'scientific progress.

Back in March and after opening a
specialized pharmaceutical plant in
Tehran, Iranian President Hassan
Rouhaniassured the private sector ofhis
administration’s support for knowledge-
based projects and research activities
contributing to national production.
“The administration will seriously
supportall private sectorsin the field
of production, particularly those doing
knowledge-based activities and the
activities on the basis of knowledge and
research,” Rouhanisaid on March 21.

MP warns against falling into
‘FATF pit’

AnIranianlawmaker, Hosseinali Haji Deligani,
haswarned against the adverse consequences
ofratifying the FATF-related bills for the country.
Speaking to Mehr correspondent on Saturday,
MP Hosseinali Haji Deligani cautioned the
governmentagainst ‘throwingthe country into
the pitofthe FATF’, which could leakIran’s trade
information to the Western countries.

“The government must learn from the failed
experience ofthe nuclear deal and notrepeatit
with FATE” he said, adding “the JCPOA hashad no
benefits for the country and the other sides have
failed tolive up to any of their commitments.”
The Paris-based Financial Action Task Force
(FATF),aglobal anti-moneylaunderingbody, has
givenIran afinal deadline of February 2020 to
implementasetoffourbillto meetthe standards
setbythe watchdog.

LastOctober, Iran's Parliament passed the four
bills, but only two of them have so far gone into
effect.

On Wed., Gholamreza Mesbahi Moghadam, a
member of the Expediency Council, the body in
charge of deciding on FATF-related bills, said
thatone of the two remaining bills, namely the
oneon Iran’saccession to the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime,commonly knowninIranas ‘Palermo’,isno
longer on the agenda of the Council.

He added that the deadline for reviewing the
billamending Iran’s Combating the Financing of
Terrorism (CFT) lawisnotoveryet.

“With Iran under the most severe sanctions,
accession to such conventionsis an act of self-
imposingsanctions,” the ECmembersaid,adding
“Whenthe USisseekingtorestrictIran’s financial
relations, itisnotinthe country’s bestinterestto
makeitsdealings transparentto institutions such
as FATE”

The mission said in a summary of its
assessment of North Korea-US relations
obtained by AP that “indignation of our people
has culminated” and “the currentlyimbalanced
situation cannolongerbeallowed.”

Since the US has failed to take reciprocal
measures to North Korea’s suspension of
“a number of actions” which the Trump
administration is concerned about, the
mission said thereisnoreason for further
restraint.

“We have no leeway any longer,” the North
Koreanmission said.

“It is quite natural for us to bolster our
capabilities in order to undercut visibly
growing threats obstructing our security and
development,” the mission said. “Nobody has
therightto find fault with or to interfere with
it”

US-led diplomacy aimed at ridding North
Korea ofitsnuclear weaponshaslargelybeen
deadlocked since the February collapse ofa
summitbetween Trump and Kim Jong Unin
Hanoi. The North Koreanleaderhas demanded
the US come up with new,acceptable measures
to salvage the nuclear talks by year’send and

The US and South Korea announced Sunday
theyindefinitely postponed the annual Vigilant
Aceaerial trainingas part of efforts torevive
the nuclear talks. North Korea has called all
military exercisesarehearsal foraninvasion
and senior North Korean official Kim Yong
Chol said Tuesday the US must scrap that
military drill completely and abandon its
hostility against his country ifit wants to see
theresumption ofthe nuclear negotiations.
North Korea wants the US to lift major
international sanctions onitand provide
security assurances before it fully abandons
itsnucleararsenal. Butthe UShas maintained
sanctions would stayin place until North Korea
takes serious steps toward denuclearization,
aposition supported by Britain and France
whoarealsoveto-wieldingmembers ofthe UN
Security Council.

North Korea has suspended nuclear and
intercontinental ballistic missile tests and
returned the remains of American soldiers
killed during the 1950-53 Korean war. The
missionsaid Trumpis “touted asahero” for the
repatriation of the remains “however, we have

nothinginreturn.”

Iran’s ICT minister reacts tonew

US sanctions imposed on him
Iranian Information and Communications
Technology Minister Mohammad Javad Azari
Jahromi said he is not the first person to be
designated by US administration.

“I'mnotthe onlymember ofthe club of sanctioned
persons (Based on Trump's fairytales). Before
me, [ran ICT startups, Developers, Cancer patients
and EB children were there,” Jahromitweeted on
Friday night, hours after US Department of the
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC)
saidittookactionagainst]ahromiforhisroleinthe

"widescaleinternetcensorship”inIran.

“I'll continue advocating access to Internet
& Iwon'tlet US prohibit Iran development,”
added the Iranian minister while also tagging
#EconomicTerrorism.

Iran’s Supreme National Security Council ordered
internetblackout on Saturday to blockrioters
from coordinating their activities in large cities.
TheIranian governmentraised gasoline prices on
November 15 in order to moderate the national
consumption rate which prompted some peaceful
protests, butriotous elements took advantage
of the situation and caused damage to public

property.
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