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people bond
Iran's Ambassador to UK Hamid Baeidinejad
inamessage said reformingoil priceindicated

Wednesday,November 20, 2019, No. 371

astrongbond between the governmentand
people.

"Amidthe US cruel sanctions with theirimpacts
onthe daily economiclives of ordinary people,
Iran’s government takes avery courageous
decisiontoreformthestructure ofthe economy.
This manifests the strongbond between State
and peopleinlIran, afactstill overlooked by
many in the West," Baeidinejad tweeted on
Monday.

He added thatpetrol consumptioninIranhas
exceeded an unprecedented volume of 110
millionliters per day due to the cheap price."
"Thenew decisionby the governmenttoreduce
subsidy expects to halve the high consumption,
mainreason for pollution and smuggling of
cheap petrolto other countries," [Iranian envoy
noted.

Iran's export to Iraq drops
10 percentin November

Secretary General of Iran-IraqJoint Chamber of
Commerce Seyed Hamid Hosseini announced
"Iran's exportto Iraq drops 10 percentdue to
Iraq'sunrest.”

Speakingto I LNA news agency, he said that
thisisthe second time thattheborderhasbeen
taken over by protesters and transit through
the commonbordersisnotpossibleatpresent.
Protesters have once again blocked the
entrancetoIraq'sUmm Qasr commodities port
near Basra, preventing employeesand tankers
from enteringand bringing operations down by
50%, two portsources told Reuters on Monday.
Hosseiniadded "Iranian cars have been stopped
attheborderbuttrafficking trucksis asusual,
exceptthrough the Ummal-Qasrport.”

These events have stopped the process of
increasingIran's exports toIraq. Wehada 10
percentincreasein October,butour exportto
Iraqdrops 10 percentthis month.

Iran and Iraq have both said they want to
cooperate more despite fresh US sanctions on
Tehran.

Kish Island can
help attractforeign
investments

KishIsland canhelp attractforeign investment
toIranandlaunching International Exchange
by the end of the year can serve as a basis for
local companies' interaction with foreign
counterparts.Managing director of Kish Free
Zone Gholam Hossein Mozaffari told the
inaugural ceremony of the Sixth International
Exhibition of Exchange, Bank and Insurance
(KishInvex 2019) that the countries should
seize special opportunities forinvestment
inIran.Iran boasts of numerous capacitiesin
the field of economy and despite oppressive
sanctions, its economy has reached relative
stability, he said.Noting that the Insurance
industry along with banks and bourse can play
acrucialrolein promoting production, he said
thatbanks canalso turnintoacomplementary
arminshapingan efficienteconomy.

Sixth International Exhibition of Exchange,
Bankand Insurance (Kish Invex2019) attended
by 300 Iranian and foreign companies opened
in Kish late on Monday and will continue for
fourdays.

Square, Isfahan, Iran
»Tel: 031-32274500
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Iran, Turkey targeting for 30Sbnin
trade transactions: official

Islamic Republic of Iran and Turkey are poised

toreach 30$billion worth of trade transactions

between the twosides.
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Forthispurpose,
Chairman  of
Iran Chamber
of Commerce,
Industries,
Mines and

(rccit M A)
Gholamhossein Shafei
metand held talks with
Nail Olpak, chairman
of Turkey’s Foreign
Economic Relations
Board (DEIK) on
Monday, discussing
the development of
cooperation of private
sectors of the two
countries, the use of
national currencies
and implementation
of Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA).

Shafei pointed to an
upcoming conference
in Turkey tobe attended
by high-ranking
officials of public and
private investors ofthe
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC),

saying thatan Iranian
trade and business
delegation will take part
atthis conference.

It is hoped that this
conference will pave the
way for the development
ofbilateral cooperation
between Iran and
Turkey, Shafeiadded.
He then put special
emphasison the history
of economic relations
between Iran and
Turkey and added, “Iran
hails Turkish position
againstthe USsanctions
imposed againstus.”

Elsewhere in his

remarks, Shafei pointed
to the compilation of
an economicroadmap
between Iranand Turkey
and targeting for $30
billion bilateral trade
and added, “despite
bilateral talks, it is a
matter of regretto say
thattrade and economic
exchange between the
two countries slumped
by 30 percentinthe first
sixmonthsofthe current
year (from March 21 to
Sept.22)”

He called on government
officials of the two
countries to support

private sectors with
regard to the use of
national currenciesin
economicexchanges.
The Chairman of
ICCIMA said that the
two countries should
putspecial emphasison
the foreigninvestment,
cooperationin the field
oftransport, transitand
tourism.

The two countries of
Iran and Turkey have
an influential and
constructive role in the
Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO), he
stressed.

Iran to Launch 9 Thermal Power
Plants, Build 10 New Dams:
Minister

Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian said nine thermal
power stations are planned to come on stream in various
provinces across the country, adding thatten new damsare
also goingtobebuilt.
Speakingata ceremony to inaugurate 400KW Electrical
Substationin Eyvanekeyin the northern province of Semnan
on Monday, Ardakanian said all the country can use the
electricity produced by the 9 thermal power plants, which are
slated tobe inaugurated in various provinces.

The plants’ electricity will be connected to the national grid,
hesaid, adding, “Utilizing energy resources is the right of all
people ofa countryand we are working to materialize this
importantgoal.”
The minister further pointed to the construction of 10 large
dams and said they will be builtin the provinces of Tehran,
[lam, Qom, Yazd, Kerman, West Azarbaijan and Semnan.
Backin February, Ardakanian highlighted the country’s
self-sufficiency in the area of power generation and said
the Islamic Republicis the top producer ofelectricity in the

Middle East.
About 90 percentof power generation equipment, even
complicated partslike turbinesand generators, are currently
manufacturedinside the country, the energy minister said at
thetime.

He added thatIran’s capabilities in the area of power
generation have developed over the past four decades so
much thatthe country has become the top producer of
electricityintheregion.
“Atpresent, we have energy exchanges with all the countries
thatshareland borderswith us,” he said.
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Accordingtothelatestreportof
Statistical Center of Iran (SCI),
the countryexported 1,961 tons
ofricelastyear (ended March
20,2019).Iran produced 1.96
million tons ofrice in the said
time, of which 1,960 tons were
exported, the same report
confirmed.Some 1.65 million
tonsofricewereimportedinthe
sameperiod, thereportadded.

Provinces of Mazandaran
and Gilan were the major
producersofricelastyear, while
Khuzestan, Golestan and Fars
provinces were respectively
the other Iranian major rice

Some 2,000 tons of rice exportedinayear: SCI

producers, itsaid.

Deputy Ministry of Agricultural
Jihad for
Economic Affairs Abdol-Mahdi
Bakhshandeh said on October
8 that Iran attained self-
sufficiency in the production
of rice.He
considerable 42 percentgrowth
ofrice productionin the country
in the current year (started
March 21,2019). This year, rice
productionvolume willhit2.9 to
3 milliontons dueto the climatic
conditions, so that this volume
of rice willmeet the domestic
demand, headded.
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What's News

International
banking,
insurance

expo
underwayon
Kish Island
The 6th
International
Exhibition of
Exchange, Banking,
Insurance and
Privatization (Kish
Invex2019) opened
on the southern
Iranian island of
Kish on Monday.
260 Iranian
firms as well as
over economic
and diplomatic
delegations from
15 countriesand 25
companies from 25
countriesaretaking
partattheevent.
The  exhibition
is focused on
attractingdomestic
and foreign
investments and
exploringavenues
toreach economic
prosperity in
under the current
international
circumstances.
More than 300
trade meetings
between
participants,
presentation of
over 20 lectures
from various
countries in
specialized
panels and high-
level meetings
are among other
programs of the
exhibition.

Kish Invex seeks
to introduce
capabilities
of Iranian and
foreign financial
institutions; to
present Iran’s
achievements
in capital and
insurance markets;
to introduce
modern banking
and insurance
services; and
to enhance the
competition
capacities of
monetary and
capital markets of
regional countries.
The  exhibition
will go on through
Thursday,
November21.
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Arabiato preventitfrom sowinginsecurityandviolatinghuman
rightsin Yemen.The Pakistani General also expressed readiness
fordevelopmentofmutual tiesbetween Iranand Pakistan, saying
“Pakistan’s Armyis determined to ensure security ofjointborders
by constantmonitoring oftheborders.”

Referring to the interference of trans-regional powers in
regionalissues, the Pakistanigeneral called for confronting such

regional developments,aswellas
strengthening cooperation to
maintainstablesecurityatthe
regionallevel.

The Pakistan General also
held talks with Commander
oflran's Army Major General

Iran'sapproachistoboostregional
ties: Shamkhani

Ina Tuesday meeting with the Pakistani General Army Officer
General QamarJaved Bajwa, the Secretary of the Supreme National
Security Council AliShamkhanireiterated thatIranisfocused on
increasingits relations with regional countries, in particular, its

neighbors. underminingmeasures. Abdolrahim Mousavi on
Underlining the significance of Pakistan for Iranasaneighbor, HealsohailedIran’spolicyfor defendingthe oppressed Palestinian ~ Monday, where he welcomed
nation. bilateral relations with Iran

Shamkhani called for expansion of defense, security,and economic
tiesbetween Tehranand Islamabad in abid to provide regional
security.

Healso urged Islamic countries to increase pressure on Saudi

November 20, 2019, No. 371

OnMonday evening, General Javed metthe Chiefof General Staff ~ sayingthathisforceisreadytoboost
of Iranian Armed Force Major General Mohammad Hossein  cooperation with the [ranian Army in
Bagheri and discussed defense and security partnerships, variousfields.
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—— Tehran, Islamabad committed to

NEWS
Spokesman: US l ° d t ° l ° t t °
inNo Positionto conso l a e ml l ary les Cambodian envoy submits
Sympathizewith N | N\ N\ copy of credentials to FM
Tranians Participants ofthe 33rd International IslamicUnity Conference .
The USisinno position inastatementslammedaggressiononfirstQiblaofMuslimsand Zarif

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif on Tuesday received Cambodian non-
resident Ambassadorto Iran YongSe Aan during

to express sympathy calledfordefending Al-AqsaMosque.

for the Iranian people,
Iran’s Foreign Ministry

spoke.sman s.aid, &AJL,, ;ne ;e:esn'f tA;fdMa;IS{%ii (riﬁi)t which the ambassador delivered a copy ofhis
advising the American . . credentials.

e ISFAHAN Tehranand - General Bajwa is a Accordingto Iran's Foreign Ministry and the
ooty e Islamabad verysensibleandan S okesmagn Office Amba;gsador ofczmbodia
prOblemthun'geran'd N E w s h a v e intelligentchief. He an Se Aan submi"ctedaco ofhiscredentials
O eoencss n thelr it witnessed isagainstsectarian to Fgrei nMinisterMohamfr?lad]avad Zarif.
owncountry. NG high level divide and wants & '
IncommentsonMonday, exchanges fromtop tobringhegemony TAEA confirms Iran

Seyed Abbas Mousavi
said the US statesmen
areinno positionto offer
sympathy forthe people
oflran.

Hisremarks came after
US State Secretary Mike
Pompeo voiced support
fortherioterswhohave
taken advantage of the
protestsinanumber of
Iranian cities over ahike
intheprice of subsidized
gasolineinrecentdays.
Mousavi slammed
Pompeo’s comments
abouttherecentunrest
inanumber of Iranian
citiesasinterferencein
the internal affairs of
Iran, saying, “TheIslamic
Republicoflranseesthe
US government in no
position to sympathize
with the Iranian nation
and people. If they
(Americans) arereally
concerned, they had
better worryabouttens
of millions of hungry
people living without
ahomeandinextreme
poverty across the
United States.”
Condemning the
meddlesome stances
by the US secretary
of state, the Iranian
spokesperson  said
Pompeo has voiced
support for the people
who are under the
pressure of USeconomic
terrorism.

The USsecretary of state
had once announced
explicitly that people of
Iranmustbestarvedtobe
forcedtosurrendertothe
US,Mousavideplored.
He furthersaid thatthe
mature Iranian nation
has overcome many
obstacles in the past,
and will definitely get

military officialsand
the recent visit of
Pakistan Army Chief
toIran demonstrates
the commitment
of the two sides to
consolidate defense
ties through active
diplomacy.
Pakistan's  Chief
of the Army Staff
General Qamar Javed
Bajwa arrived in
Tehran on Monday
to discuss defense
cooperation
between the two
countries.

Itisthe second visit
of General Bajwa
to Iran which also
shows thatenemies
of Iran and Pakistan
have failed to divide
both countries
through their
conspiracies.

Till now General
Bajawa has metwith
the Chief of Staff of
the Iranian Armed
Forces Major General
Mohammad Hossein
Baqgeri, Secretary
of Iran's Supreme
National Security
Council Admiral
Ali Shamkhani and
Iran's Army chief
Major General Abdul
Rahim Mousavi.
Last month, Prime
Minister Imran Khan
visited Tehranaspart
of efforts by Pakistan
to facilitate talks
between Tehranand
Riyadh.

Pakistan’s former
ambassadorto UAE

among all Muslim
states.

The analyst said
that Gen Bajwa is
against extremist
elementsandthetwo
countries can work
together against
these elementsand
work together fora
peacefulborderand
the two countries.
“This visitwill bring
the two countries
togetherand he can
influence the Arab
statesto have cordial
relations with their
neighbours,” said the
formerdiplomat.
Senior journalist
Kamran Yousaf
responding to the
queries of IRNA
said that the visit of
Pakistaniarmy chief
is part of ongoing
highlevel exchanges
between the two
countriesagainstthe
backdrop ofregional
security situation.
He added that the
agendaisbilateral as
well as discussions
onregional issues.
“On bilateral front,
the two countries
are making efforts to
secure theirborder,”
said thejournalist.
Kamran Yousaf
added that the
frequent visits of
military leadership
ofthe two countries
show thatthey seek
to deepen their
security and defense
cooperation.

“Onregionalissues,
yes Daeshisathreat
for both Iran and
Pakistan and this
must have been
discussed between
the two sides during

General Bajwa's
visit,” viewed the
analyst.
Hesaid also, tensions
between Iran and
Saudi Arabiawould
be one ofthe talking
points.

“Pakistan is trying
to defuse tensions
in the Persian Gulf
region since it
doesn't want any
conflict between
the two Muslim
countries,” Yousaf
noted.

Dr.Rizwana Abbasi,
Associate Professor
of International
Relations atNational
University of Modern
Languages (NUML)
told IRNA thattiming
of Pakistan’s COAS
visit is important
consideringevolving
broader regional
security dynamics.
She said Pakistan
currently aims
at achieving
harmonious
and peaceful
relations with all
the neighboring
countries in order
to promote socio-

economic growth
and better living
standards for the
people ofthe country
andregion.

“Thus aspects
relating to bilateral
security, peace and
stability become
relevanttolegitimize
harmonious
relationship
between countries,”
said the scholar.
The analyst noted
therefore, Pakistan
and Iran both aim
at strengthening
military to military
cooperation in
range of areas to
promote shared
pace and stability
as part of broader
evolving cooperative
relations.

She viewed that
the two military
leaders would
certainly discuss
future security
environment in
Afghanistanasboth
are key players
in bordering
Afghanistan that
aspire non-military,
diplomatic and
peaceful solutionin
the country.
“Afghanistan's
neighbours, Iranand
Pakistan, will play
peacefulrolein the
post-withdrawal

need forareminder or hypocritical support fromregimes that

surpassing heavy water

stockpile capacity
g The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
confirmed on Monday thatIran has surpassed
environment  in 130 tons of heavy water stockpile.
Afghanistan,” she "Following Iran's announcement, the
said. IAEA inspectors visited Arak heavy water
facility on Sunday and verified that Iran's
stockpile of heavy water hasreached 131.5
metrictons,"” said Kazem Qarib Abadi, Iran's
permanentrepresentative to the international
organizationsinVienna.
The international nuclear watchdog also
confirmed thatIran hasresumed uranium
enrichmentin Fordow nuclear facility.

Abbasiwenton to say
that the two states
will also closely
discussnew border
security mechanism
between Iran and
Pakistan in order
tominimize shared

threats. TheIAEA has cofrimed thatIran has provided
She was of the view necessary access to several nuclear sites and
that Pakistan has the thatIran hasnotdeviated fromits commitments
potentialand ability in declared materials.

tobridge trust deficit Iran had earlier started the fourth phase of

reduction of nuclear commitmentsinresponse
tothe Europeans'inability to stand up to the US
coercive economicactions.

between Iran and
Saudi Arabia amid
intensified security

situationasPakistan | J A JGA confirms Iran
isanimportantally of R
both Iran and Saudi surpassing heavy water
Arabia. ° °
“Securitymechanism StOCI(p.lle capacﬂ:y

. TheInternational Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
relating to Border :

. . confirmed on Monday thatIran has surpassed
tradeisanimportant

130 tons ofheavy water stockpile.

"Following Iran's announcement, the
IAEA inspectors visited Arak heavy water
facility on Sunday and verified that Iran's

aspect as Pakistan
wants to capitalize
on shared regional

economicgainsinan .
& ” stockpile of heavy water hasreached 131.5
eraofcorridors,’ the . . . . ,
. metric tons,"” said Kazem Qarib Abadi, Iran's
scholarsaid. . . .
.. . permanentrepresentative to the international
Aseniorjournalist organizationsin Vienna
. . Z .
Tahir Khan talking §

The international nuclear watchdog also
confirmed thatIran hasresumed uranium
enrichmentin Fordow nuclear facility.

The IAEA has cofrimed thatIran has provided
necessary access to several nuclear sites and
thatIranhasnotdeviated fromits commitments
indeclared materials.

Iran had earlier started the fourth phase of
reduction of nuclear commitmentsinresponse
tothe Europeans'inability to stand up to the US
coercive economicactions.

to IRNA said that
normally bilateral
matters come
under discussion
duringin any visit.
He added that Iran
and Pakistan have
been holding talks
toresolve security
issues and border
issues.

Iran’s Zarif Slams Meddlesome
Remarks by US, European
Officials

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zariftook a swipe
atsome US and European officials over their remarks onrecent
protestsin the Islamic Republic, describing the West’s claim to
supporttheIranian people as “ashamefullie”.
Inremarksreleased on Monday night, Zarif slammed remarks
by some Western officials, including US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, who voiced support for the rioters who have taken
advantage of the protestsinanumber of Iranian cities overahike
inthe price of subsidized gasoline inrecentdays.

“Lawful protestis the people’s right, which hasbeenrecognized
inthe Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and thereisno

throughthecurrentstage
aswell,and addressits
owninternalissues.
Mousavi had already
condemned Pompeo’s
meddlesome and
hypocritical remarks,
saying, “The dignified
people of Iran are
well aware that such
hypocritical and
spurious comments
(from Pompeo) donot
embodyanysincereand
affectionate sympathy”

have officially announced thatthey aim to force Iran to give in to
theirillegitimate and unlawful demands by imposing economic
pressure on Iranian citizens, even on (the country’s) food and
medicine sector,” Zarif said.

He also called US officials’ support for the Iranian people “a
shamefullie” and said Pompeo should firstbe held accountable
for “declared acts of terrorism and crimes against humanity
againstthe Iranian people”.

Zarifalso slammed some European allies of the US and said,
“Countries thathave failed to demonstrate their power and will
against USeconomic terrorism and now provide political and
field supportfor chaosand disruption of publicorder (inlran) ¢
to hide theirinability will bear all the consequences of their
dangerous provocations.”

Followingahike inthe price of gasoline on Thursday midnight, a

number
Iranian cities saw sporadic
proteststhatturned violentin some cases.

Anumber ofbanks and governmentbuildings have been set
ablaze.
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Policeseize 600 kg erystal methinaweek

Some 600 kilograms of crystal meth have been seized by anti-narcotics
forces duringthelastweek,accordingto Head of Iranian Anti-Narcotics

The Brigadier General Masoud Zahedian said on Tuesday that 200 and
300kilograms of crystal meth have been discovered and seized in two
separate operations carried outbypolice forcesinborders ofthe country
with Afghanistan.126 kilograms of crystal meth have also been confiscated
inanotheroperationin South Khorasan Province, he added.Referring to the

prevalence of thisillicitdrugand its tendency to be trafficked by drug cartels, Zahedian said that
crystalmethismore easily produced in Afghanistan, is cheap,and thereforeitis more profitable
forthemtosmuggleit.
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Iran'sapproachisto min. calls for
boost reg'lol.lal ties: validating PTA
Shamkhani
6 DbetweenIran,
Iranto Launch9 FAEU
Thermal Power Deputy  Minister  of
Plants, Build Agriculture Ali Akbar
Mehrfard called for the
10 New Dams: validation of Preferential
Minister o Trade Agreement (PTA)
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Morning call to prayer:
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RepublicofIranand Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU).
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Evening call to prayer:
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WEATHER

Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (TCCIMA)
andadded, “Islamic Republic
ofIran started its discount
to the Iranian exporters of
productsto EAEU as of Oct.
27whenthe PTAwasputinto
effect.”He putthetrade value
exchanged between Iranand
EAEU at $16 million since
the implementation of PTA
betweenIranand EAEU.

Iran, Turkey targeting for 30Sbnin
trade transactions: official

Sanctions are generally abluntinstrument:
US Professor

APolitical science professorat Americanuniversity John Calabrese

believes that the "maximum pressure" efforts are severely

damagingthe Iranianeconomy.

Inan exclusive interview with ILNAnews
agency, he said “The administration can
claim "credit” for thisand continue to hold
to the conviction that eventually Iranian
leaderswill come to the negotiating table
onUSterms.”

“But generally, sanctions are a blunt
instrument”, the US professor confirmed.
He added thatthe American publicand
the Presidentare currently consumed
by domestic politics, notably the
impeachmentprocess. There has also
been a high rate of recent turnover
in senior-level personnel. These
circumstances suggest thatthe White
House is not focused on Iran in any
sustained, strategic sense.

He pointed to Tehran reduced its
commitments under the]JCPOA (22015
nuclear deal) in four phasesand added
thatatsome point-- I cannotsay exactly
when -- either the Europeans or Iran
will declare the JCPOA officially "dead",
which neither party really wants to do.
Atthatpoint, the probability thatIran's

neighborswill seektoaccelerate efforts to
obtainanuclear capability willincrease
dramatically.

Answeringto question abouthow tension
in Persian Gulfcan down, hesaid “Since the
attacks onthe Abgaig-Khurais Saudi oil
production facilities and the subsequent
USresponses (includingareported cyber
attackagainstIran and the decision to
deploy troopsto Saudi Arabia) there has
appeared tobeapauseintheescalation of
tensioninthe Persian Gulf.

“Aflurry ofactivity in the past few weeks
has given some modestly hopeful signs
that diplomacy might be employed,
instead of military action, to address
issuesofdispute.

Calabreseadded thatefforts by Pakistan's
Prime Minister Imran Khan, the UAE's
release of frozen fundsto Iran,and Foreign
Minister Zarif's statement thathe would
be willing to travel to Riyadh to "settle
differences" under (unspecified) "suitable
conditions" were all welcome news.
Attheend, the USprofessorsaid thatdirect
talks betweenIranand Saudi Arabiaare
the mostpromising path to de-escalation
oftension.

“If Iran and Saudi Arabia can open a
channel of frank dialogue, this mightin
turn provide the US and Iran witha "face
saving" window of opportunity to explore
talks witheach other,” headded.

US to end sanctions waiver for Iran's Fordow
nuclear plant: Pompeo

The US Secretary of State says Washington will end the sanctions

wavierrelated tolran's Fordownuclear facility in the middle of next

month.

Speakingata Monday press briefingabout
the Fordow site, Mike Pompeo said there
wasno legitimate reason for Iran toresume
enrichmentatFordow.

"President [Hassan] Rouhani recently
announced that Iran will begin uranium
enrichmentactivities atthe Fordow facility.
Therefore, the United States will terminate
the sanctions waiver related to the nuclear
facility at Fordow, effective December 15th,
2019,"hetold the briefing.

Hesaid Iranshould notbeallowed to enrich
uraniumatanylevel, and itmust "reverseits
activity" atFordow facility "immediately".
His comments came more than a week
after Tehran announced the resumption of
uraniumenrichmentatthe site as partofits
measure to scale back compliance with the
2015nuclear deal over other signatories’
failure to fulfill their obligations.

Under the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), Iran was allowed to
maintain centrifugesatFordow forresearch
purposes, and the first-generation IR-1
centrifuges were only allowed to spin
withouturanium gas.

However, the country started injecting UF6
(uranium hexafluoride) gasinto centrifuges
under the supervision ofinspectors from
the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) earlier this month.

Iran saysithas officially started injecting
gasintohundreds of centrifuges at Fordow
nuclear facility in fourth step away from the
2015nucleardeal.

The Islamic Republicsays the suspension
of its commitmentsisnotaviolation ofthe
JCPOA, addingitisbased on Articles 26 and
36 of the agreementitself, which detail
mechanismsto deal withnon-compliance.
The fate of the Iran deal has been in doubt
since May 2018, when the US abruptly
abandonedthe dealand reinstated all the
anti-Iran sanctions thatithadlifted as part
oftheJCPOA.

Tehran says the European signatories —
Britain, Germany and France — have so far
failed touphold their commitments. They
have expressed vocal support for the deal,
butfailed to provide meaningful economic
incentivesasrequired under the nuclear
agreement.

Despite its withdrawal from the deal and
there-imposition of its sanctions on Iran,
the US had granted sanctions waivers to
allow Europe, Chinaand Russiato cooperate
with the [slamic Republic on a number
of nuclear facilities in Iran, including
Fordow.

Deputy FM Araghchi:

'If Europe wants to
preserveJCPOA, it
should be readyto payits
price'

If Europe wants to preserve the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), itshould be ready to pay
the price forit, said [ranian Deputy
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi

inhis meeting with Dutch Foreign
Minister StefBlok.

Araghchi,whoisinthe Netherlandsto
attend the 3rd round of political talks
betweenthetwosides, held talks with
Dutch Foreign Minister Stef Blok on
theinternationalissues, especially
thelatestdevelopmentsregardingthe
Irannuclear deal (JCPOA),aswell as
thewaysto expand relationsbetween
the two countries.

Pointing to Iran's reduction of its
JCPOA-commitments, he said thatthe
move comes within the framework
of Iran's rights under the nuclear

agreementand will continue until
Iran'sinterestsare met.

Dutch foreign minister, for his part,
reaffirmed the need to preserve the
JCPOA, saying thatthe Netherlands
supports the Frenchinitiative to find
awayoutofthe currentcrisis.

Iran’s deputy foreign minister also
met and held talks with his Dutch
counterpartAndre Haspelsonvarious
bilateral, multilateral and regional
issues, including the JCPOA, the
Hormuz Peace Endeavor (HOPE)

initiative, maritime security in the
Persian Gulfand the Red Sea, as well
astheregional developments and
bilateral economic cooperation.
While criticizing the EU's failure to
fulfill its commitments regarding
JCPOAand explainingran'sfoursteps
of reducing JCPOA commitments,
Araghchistressed that EU should be
ready to pay the price if it wants to
maintainthe agreement.

Healso highlighted thatIran's right
to suspend all or part ofits JCPOA

commitments hasbeenrecognized
and thatwhatIranhas doneso faris
notaviolation ofthe agreement.
Referring to the HOPE initiative
proposed by Iranian President
Rouhani to the UN, he said that
peace and security in the Persian
Gulfregion should be provided by
regional countries themselves, and
the HOPE initiative is suggested for
this purpose,addingthatthereisno
need for any coalitions that would
onlyincrease tensionsintheregion.

Regarding the capacities in the
economic relations of the two
countries, Araghchinoted thatthe
Dutch government is expected to
facilitate the conditions of business
and trade between Dutch and
Iranian companies and provide
the necessary assurances to its
country'sbusinesses.Andre Haspels,
meanwhile,emphasized Iran'srolein
securingregional peace and stability,
sayingthatthe Netherlandsis seeking
toreducetensionsintheregion.
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