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17 countries inquiring to
investin Chabahar Port;
Iran official

Iran's Deputy Industry Minister Hossein
Modares Khiabanisaid 17 countriesannounced
readiness to invest in Chabahar port.In an
exclusive interview with ILNAnews agency, he
added “The conference was held to introduce
investmentopportunities with the participation
of17 countriesand some agreements were also
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What's Ni
reached and other countriesare interested in w—
investmentin Chabahar Port.“We are looking AllT .
to draw attention to this portand introduce its Y l R t ranian
capabilities so we defined 10 strategic plans eal. y epOI. S airports tobe
for this port.”Up onow, 550,000 tons of cargo . .
have been unloaded and the private sector Tehran’s stock market welcomed positive equipped with
announcing that it will transfer part of its data from the half-yearly (March -20 Sept IFPS S
imports and exports to Chabahar port, adding 22)financial reports of listed companies on All Iranian airports
thatthis porthas the potential tobecome amajor Tuesday. willbe equipped with
tradinghubinIran."Plansare underway to divert o Integrated Fllght
ships carrying essential goods to Chabaharto %J/w Spurred by rising Plan Processing
giveimpetusto operationsinthe strategicport,” |SH\|| AN demand forsha'res System (IFPS) by the
he said.Chabahar Portasa gateway to trade ofwell-performlng end _Of the current
with IORA, CIS, Afghanistan and Central Asia, IR K] companies Tehran Iranianyear (March
and due toits proximity tothe Oman and Indian NEWS Stock Exchange 2920): says the
Oceanportsisthebesttransitroute forregional pare'd some ofthe dlI'eCt.OI' general Qf
countriesintermsofsea,land and security trade. ' earlier loss, and Iran. AlI:pOI‘tS and Allr
Last year, 150 domestic and international investors, perturbed by NfiVlgatlon.Companys
delegations visited the port of Chabahar, which gloomy rparket QUtIOOk, Air Traffic Control
resulted in the submission of 65 investment h;:lavedamghofre;lef. l]\g/lureau.d Nikbakht
icati i Themaingauge of TSErose asou ikba

?iflgilsiztlg;;gzr;:ftmh 17 casesreachedthe more than 6,000 points,or o equal-weighted index 5%to4,830rialspershare. and Telecommunication also told the Ministry

8 '.. . 2%, on Tuesday and stood wereevendeeper,at12%, Iran Construction Companyoflran. of Roads and Urban
Iran,AzerbalJan to build at308,315. indicatingabiggerimpact Investment Company The Price Index gained Development's news
jointindustrial township Trade featured asellofffor  ©fselloffpressureonsmall incurred the biggestloss 1,645.73 points, or2.03% service that the
Iran's Ambassador to Azerbaijan javad shares of companies that stocks. among all TSE-listed tgcloseat82,611.1. system has already

performed poorly during MarketPerformance companiesandwentdown First ~ Market Index been launched in

Jahangirzadeh said on Tuesday that executive

works to constructjoint industrial township the first six months of The TSE's. main index 8.87%to11,219rialsper inc.reased by 04,749.47 several airports
will startin near future.Addressing a meeting currentfiscal year, Financial TE.DPIX gained 6’341'86 ;ha;lre. 0il  Refini 5;?;;’70; 3'16/21;;[) pESt across the country,
of 60-member delegation of Iran-Azerbaijan Tribunereported. points, or 2.03 /0,’ on - tenran 1 netining ,J87.5. second Market including Mehrabad
Joint Chamber of Commerce in Baku, he said On the flip side, the top- Tuesday toend tradingat Company contributed th'e Index mc.reased t;y International Airport,
that construction of the industrial township is performing companies 308,315.0. N mosttothebenchmark's 11,204.39 points,or1.83% Imam Khomeini
to setup processingindustry for agricultural were well-braced by About3.64 bllllgn.sha.res fa.ll, followed by Se.paha.n toreach622,912.4. International
products and producing industrial outputs in investors. The benchmark valuedat1§.7.4tr11110nr1als 0il Company, Parsian Oil The Industry  Index Airport, Yazd Sadougi
order to export them to the two countries and was boosted by high ($147.5million) changed and Gas Development mc.reased bzr 5,36.2.74 International Airport,
other regional states.He said that situation demand for the shares of handsatTSEfortheday Group Corr.lpany, andIran pointsor1.98% toregister Bandar Abbas
of Azerbaijan Republic for is satisfactory for these companies, bucking Tradingat TSE and over- ConstructionInvestment 275,883.7.The Free Float International Airport,
Iranianbusinessmen to develop trade ties with a bearish trend that the-counter Iran Fara - Company. , [ndex was up 7,197.71 Abadan  Airport,
Commonwealth of Independent States.The dominated the market for BoursestartsonSaturday Pars Petroche.mlcal p01ntst.oh1t349,505.47. Isfahan International
Ambassador said that the Embassy is ready morethan two weeks. andends Wednesday. . Company gave the biggest TSEBOlncreasedby235.43 Airportand Mashhad
to offer guidance for Iranian businessmen to The Mainindexofthe TSE AzarAb Indu.strles boost to the benchmark pointstosettleat13,641.2 International Airport.
develop economic cooperation with Azerbaijan hadlost more than 5% over C(.)mpany.was thebiggest index, followed by and the T.SE SQ ended The system is a
Republic.Iran exported goods worth $290 the pasttwoweeks. Losses ~ Winnerasitsshareswentup Mobarakeh Steel 2.2.7.08 points higher to centralized flight
million to Azerbaijan Republicin the first half Company, MAPNA Group  finishat12,362.3. planning, processing

and  distribution

of the current Iranian year, up by two folds
compared tothe correspondingperiod lastyear.
Jahangirzadeh hoped that Tehran-Baku

Official: Iran’s
Economic Growth

effectsonIran’s economy, ithas failed
tostop theslamic Republic’s growing
economictrend, headded.

service responsible
for the reception,

commercial relations would hit $600 milliona “ i, - validation and
Thanksto theadministration’sbroad distribution of flich
. g t
yearinnear future. Unhamperedby US planning, the country hasturned into plans.
Kerman province H1 Economic War :rr;na;;fz;t,ilr(i)g?n vggtrif:tc:rr;jensd ?}12 IFPS ensures the
o i ’ compliance of flight
exports rise The US economic war and official said. :
Exports of non-oil commodities from the central unprecedentedsanctionsimposedon =~ 0 o0 the pla:ins v:lth the fotl_‘mat
Iranian province of Kermanreached $263 million thelslamicRepublichavefailedtostop _, . .. =/~ ¢ managed to run anc data conventions,
inthe firsthalfof the current fiscal (March 21- Iran’s ecor}omiF growth, thelranian ., | country despite the sanctions on i:g} lef?err::eiss ;:5
September 22), registeringa 13% rise compared President’s Chief of StaffMahmoud | ~ ., dareduction offorei p
' oregisteri ' : Vaezisaid. theoil salesand areduction offoreign accuracy checks.
with last year’s similar perlod.Accordln’g In an address to a meeting of inComes,saying the administration According to
to Mohammadreza Ghader, head of Kerman’s 8

Customs office, the province’s exportsinthe past

government officials on Tuesday, Vaezi
said Iran continues to make headway

would have celebrated much more
achievements if the US had not

severe sanctionsagainstthe country,
Iran’s economy was moving toward a

Nikbakht, the launch
of IFPS is necessary

sixmonths mainlyincluded handicrafts, minerals, towards develobment and prosress in imposed theunprecedentedsanctions ~ betterand more stable situation. for implementing
st aie el heproness | | romanione 2t withrawing rom the 015 TheUShas sthetaduppressweon |y Tt Fo
thginternationalmarkets no%ingthatKer;man's Although the unprecedented ?uclear deal, accgrdmgtoIFP news. ransincelastyearafter withdrawing Management.
> : economic war imposed by the US nremarks earlier this month, First from‘Fhe 2015 nuclea'rdeal, knowr? as ATFM is an enabler
productsare now offered in Oman, Iraq, Pakistan, b hpd y d Vice-PresidentEshaqJahangirisaid theJointComprehensive PlanofAction of air traffic
Afghanistan, CIS countries, the UAE, Chinaandsome governmenthas had someadverse ., . despite the US government’s (JCPOA). management
Europeanstates. efficiency. It
contributes to
NO 342 m Solution: NO 341 [ News | the safety, cost-
effectiveness and
4 1 Iranian co.exports According  toIran environmental
tibacterial ng Nanotechnology sustainability of an
anabacterialnano . vation Council (INIC), ATM system. Itisalso
paints to Qatar the  graphene-based a major enabler of
Anlraniantechcompany ,ptihacterial paintsare globalinteroperability
seeks to sell high- j5y.cost, single-layerand of the air transport
quality, graphene-based 1 yiti-layer with high- industry.
antlbactel.'lal pall:ltS performance.
to Qatari companies Mr Amrollahi, the CEO
to be use.d in public of the company said, =&
places during the 2022 “gxporting  graphene GOLD PRICE PER OUNCE
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FIFA World
Iranian company has
exported graphene oxide
nanomaterials to Qatar
and has made decisions to "
useits antibacterial paints
in publicplaces, hotelsand
hospitalsin Qatar.

Cup.An  oyide powderto Qatar was

agood opportunity for us
tointroduce our products
to companies in that
country.""We have now
taken measurestosell the
antibacterial nano paints
to Qatar," he said.




=

Thursday,October 24, 2019, No. 355

ISFAHAN
NEWS

NEWS

Arbaeen processionhas great
politicalimpacts: Pres. Rouhani

[ranian PresidentHassan Rouhanisaid the Arbaeen procession, in
additiontoits culturalandreligious effects, hasalso greatpolitical
impacts.

Speaking on Tuesday atthe session of the Supreme Council of
Cultural Revolution, President Hassan Rouhanisaid, “Fortunately,
the tradition of Arbaeen procession has turned into a great,
glorious eventin therecentyearsand hasbecome the symbol of
unityand oneness of Muslims."

Rouhanithen hailed the massive turnoutto Arbaeen procession
thisyear, saying 3.5 million of pilgrims were Iranians.

“Alongside its cultural and religious impacts of the Arbaeen
procession, we are witnessingits greatpolitical effects,” said
the president, adding, “While the enemies want to imply that
ourregionisinsecure and unstable, we are witnessing amass
processioninfullsecurityand peace."

Rouhanialso commended the cooperation and coordination
betweenIranianand Iragiauthoritiesforholdingthe event.

The Iranian presidentthen mentioned hislastyearvisittoIraq

Describing Arbaeen procession
asthebiggestopportunity for

displayingunity and national
integrity,hesaid, “Arbaeenis
notrestrictedtoany specific
group, party or ethnic
group.”

Expressing hope for the

and said, “In my visit, we discussed free issuance of visas and
thetwo countries’ authorities agreed onit. Itwas putinto force
fromthebeginning ofthisyear,and during Arbaeen procession,
visarequirementwaslifted, whichisagreatstepinholdingthe

ceremonymoregloriously."

connection of railways of the
two countriesinthenear future,
thepresidentsaid, “The government
isdoingitsbestinthisregard, sothatthe

pilgrims cantraveltoIraq easier, saferand faster."

mmm  Axis of Resistance to Gain Upper Hand
in Regional Equations: Velayati

15 Million
Yemenis at
RiskofDeadly
Diseases:
Oxfam

- Fifteen million
peoplein Yemen are at
riskof deadly diseases
suchascholeraastheir
water supplies have
beenseverely cutamid
the Saudi regime’s
aggressionagainstthe
Arab country, Oxfam
warned.
Afuel crisishasseen
prices soar, meaning
piped water systems
and water trucking
routes have not
been able to run at
full capacity leading
to the severe water
shortages.
The lack of clean
water will lead to the
spread of waterborne
diseases such as
cholera, the group said.
War-ravaged Yemen
hasalready seen the
worst epidemic of
cholera in recorded
history.
The World Health
Organization said
in September it had
registered more than
1 million suspected
cases and nearly
1,500 associated
deaths across 22
of the country’s 23
governorates since the
aggression began.
“This weaponization
ofthe Yemenieconomy
isyetanother cruelty
inflicted onthe people
of Yemen who have
been forcedtoendure
fouryearsof conflict,”
Muhsin Siddiquey,
Oxfam’s Yemen
country director,
said in a statement,
Independentreported.
“All sides need to end
therestrictionsbeing
imposed onimporters
so that fuel can once
again reach the
countryunimpeded.”
“As a result, ships
carrying fuel have
stopped docking,
and prices have shot
up due to the lack of
supply,”the group said.
Thathas meantinthe
Yemeni capital Sana’a
petrol prices have
tripled since August,
itadded.
The soaring costs
have meant that 11
million peoplerelying
on water supplied by
piped networks and
4 million people who
depend on water
trucked in by private
companies have seen
amassive dropintheir
water supply.

Ali Akbar Velayati, an international
adviser to the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, highlighted the growing
power ofthe Axis of Resistance and said
the Resistance countries will have an
upper handinthebalance of powerinthe
Middle East.

Axis of
Resistance to
Gain Upper
Handin Regional
Equations:
Velayati

Speaking at
ameeting with China’s
special envoy for Middle

NEWS

East affairs, Zhai Jun,
in Tehran on Tuesday
evening, Velayatipointed
to regional conflicts
and said, “Syria has
been under attacks by
outsiders and foreign-
backed terrorists for
eight years, and from
the beginning, Iran
supported friendly and
brotherly Syria.”

“The samehashappened
in Iraq, and if it hadn’t
beenforlran’sassistance,
Baghdad would have
falleninto the hands of
terrorists. And today, the
major issue is Yemen,
which hasbeen targeted
(byoutsiders),”headded.
“I am confident that
the future of the region
is very bright and that

Syria, Yemen, and Iraq Inrelevantremarksback

will certainly emerge
victorious,” the top
official stated.

“Security will return to
theregionand Resistance
countries will have
the upper hand in the
future balance of power
(equations)...,” Velayati
stated.

Zhai Jun, for his part,
praised Iran’s positive
cooperationintheregion.
He also said Tehran-
Beijingrelationsarevery
close,adding thatthere
isastrategic partnership
between the twonations.
The Middle Eastis very
sensitive and security
needs to berestored to
theregion, the Chinese
diplomatstated.

inMarch 2018, Leader of
the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei defended
Iran’sinfluential role in
the region, saying that
the Islamic Republic
has made an essential
contributionin defeating
Takfiriterrorists.

“The Islamic Republic
couldliberate the people
from these Takfirisin an
important part of this
region, and these are
great results not to be
diminished,” Ayatollah
Khamenei said at the
time.

In recent years, the
Middle East has been
plagued with Takfiri
terrorist groups like

Daesh (also known as
ISIS or ISIL), which are
believed to have been
created and supported
by the West and some
regional Arab countries.
The terrorist groups,
which claim tobe Islamic
but whose actions are
anythingbut, have been
committing heinous
crimes notonly against
non-Muslims, but mostly
against Muslims in the
region.

In November 2017, the
self-proclaimed caliphate
of Daesh collapsed after
Syrian and Iraqiarmed
forces and their allies,
including Iran, managed
torecapture the terror
group’slaststrongholds
inthetwo Arab countries.

Russia, Turkeyin
talks for extra S-400

deliveries

Russiasaid Wednesdayithad completed
the deliveries of S-400 missile defense
systems to Turkey,and the two sidesare
intalks foranew deal.

Alexander Mikheyev, the head
of state-controlled arms trader
Rosoboronexport, said the contractwas
completed ahead of schedule.

"[We] successfully handled thelogistics
and delivery. We had 72 flights via air
transport. Everythingworked out well,
withoutany disruptions,” Mikheyev

told Russian news agency Interfax, Daily
Sabahreported.

He said Moscow and Ankara are already
discussing "the option, financial model,
anddelivery time."

"Thelocalization [of the production]
programisalready atthe final stage," the
Rosoboronexport CEO added, without
disclosing the details of the S-400
productionin Turkey.

Mikheyev also said Russian specialists
are currently training Turkish personnel
to operate the equipment that has
already been delivered. The air defense
systems will be activated when the
trainingends.

Moscow and Ankara finalized an
agreementon the delivery ofthe S-400
missile systems inlate 2017. So far,
Turkey hasreceived two batteries of the
advanced Russian-made systems. The
deliveries are set to continue through
April2020.The S-400 entered service
with the Russianarmyin 2007 and is
considered Russia’s mostadvanced
long-range anti-aircraft missile system.
Capableofengagingtargetsatadistance
of400 kilometers and atan altitude of
up to 30 kilometers, the missile system
can destroy aircraftas well as cruise
and ballisticmissiles.Itcanalso be used
againstland-based targets.

Senior Iranian M P describes
FATF decision on Iran as

"political”

Chairman of National Security and Foreign Policy
Committee of Iranian Parliamenthas criticized the Paris-
based Financial Action Task Force (FATF) for taking a
“harsh tone” toward Iraninitslateststatement.

Speakingto ILNA news agency, headded “FATF'sdecision
was political and outcome of the FATF meeting was

predictable.”

“The political movement against Iran (in FATF) is
becoming more powerful anditis closelylinked to US

policy.”

FATFisaglobalinstitution overseeingmoneylaundering

and terrorism financingworldwide. Ithasurged Tehran

to conformtoitsnorms, givingitdeadlinesbutextending

them several times. On Friday, however, itissued an
ultimatum thatnoncompliance by February 2020 will
lead to countermeasures from allmember states.
Falahatpisheh said Despite Iran's efforts, political
pressuresledtoadeadline forus,along with the Palermo
and the CFT wereraised.

The lawmaker also said “I believe that those who
soughtthe approval of Palermo and the CFT in Iran have
identified some conditions that were based on Iran's
interests but new sanctions and European neutral
behaviorsled toindifference.”

“Sothe outcome of "CFT" willnotbeannounced so soon.”
On October 7,2018, the parliamentvoted in favor of the
CFT.However, the oversight Guardian Council rejected
the bill by finding 22 faults with it, which put the fate of
thebill onthe hands ofthe Expediency Council.

Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zariftold reporters

NEWS

Iran welcomes Russia-Turkey
deal onnorthern Syria

Spokesman for the IslamicRepublicofIran's Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Seyyed Abbas Mousavi has hailed
aMemorandum of Understanding between Russia,
and Turkey on ending the conflicts in northern
Syria."Iran welcomes any move that would result
inthe maintenance of Syria's territorial integrity,
reinforcementofits national sovereignty,and return
of stability and calm to the region,” Mousavi said in
aWednesday statement."To this end, the [slamic
Republicconsidersthe agreementreached between
the Russian Federationand the Republicof Turkeyto
endthe conflictsinnorthern Syriaasapositive step to
returnstabilityand calmtotheregion,"headded."We
hope the conclusion of this agreement would
prepare the grounds forallaying Turkey's security
concernson the one hand and maintaining Syria's
territorial integrity and reinforcing its national
sovereignty on the other hand," he added."The
Islamic Republic of Iran has always supported
dialogue and peaceful means of dispute settlement,
and therefore has always encouraged the parties
involved to negotiate and reach an understanding,"
the spokesman said."To thisend, Iran considers the
AdanaAgreementasaproper basis for allaying the
concerns of Turkey and Syria,and willnotspareany
effortto help create dialogue and understanding
between Ankaraand Damascus," headded.Mousavi
said the presence of foreign forcesin northern
Syriadoesnotensure securityintheregion,adding
thatthe solution toregional problemsisinside the
region."The withdrawal of Americantroops fromthe
regionwillresultinthereturn of calmand security,"
henoted.

Strategic coop. between
Tehran-Vienna ‘actualized'
practically

Austria’s Ambassador to Tehran, Stefan Scholz
said that strategicrelations between Tehranand
Viennahasbeen putinto practice.He described ties
between Iranand Austria ‘strategic’.He made the
remarkslate on Tue.on the occasion of National
Day of Austria, held at the venue of the embassy in
Tehran,and pointed to Vienna’shosting oflandmark
nuclear talks between Iran and six world’s major
powersand added, “Austrian government throws
its weightbehind Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), official title of Iran’s nuclear deal,
and believes thatsignatories of the deal should
live up to their commitments fully."Austrialashes
outatUS pullout from JCPOA and reimposition
ofunilateral sanctions againstIran, he said, and
added, “commitmentof other countries involved
innuclear talks for maintaining and encouraging
vasteconomicties with Iran paved suitable ways for
Iranand Austriatobolsterbilateral tiesinall arenas,
the mostimportance of which canbe referred to
settinguprenewable energies’ center for Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO)’s member states.”

that
Iran has already pursued
ananti-moneylaundering agendaas anecessityinits
domesticlaws.




Iran’s Zahra Kiani Snatches Bronze at World

Wushu Cships

[ranian Taolu practitioner ZahraKianiwonabronze medalatthe 15th edition of
the World Wushu Championships on Tuesday.Kiani claimed the bronze medal at

the Women's Changquanwith 9.643 points.

China'sMengJiao Guoseizedagold medal with9.696 and YiLifrom Macauwona
silverwith 9.646 points.Iranianwushu practitioners havealready claimed four goal
medalsand onesilverinthe competition.Maryam Hashemi, Shahrbano Mansouriyanand

10000 Rials

Elaheh Mansouriyanwonthree gold medalsin Sandaevents.Mansouriyan defeated Brazilian Raine Cristina
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athlete Poonamandwonagold medal.
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Arb . initiative to

acen pl'O.CP:SSIOIl promote dialogue,

has great political mutual respect,
impacts: Pres. equality: Zarif

Rouhani Iranian Foreign Minister,

Mohammad Javad Zarif

Official: Iran’s announced that the

. Hormuz Peace Endeavor

Economic Growth (HOPE) aims to promote

Unhamperedby US dialogue, mutualrespect

o and equal footing,

respect for sovereignty,
territorial integrity
and the inviolability of
international borders;

Economic War
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEIN ISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

04:53:03

peaceful settlement of
Noon call to prayer: all disputes; rejection of
11:47:33 the threator use of force;
Evening call to prayer: non-aggressionandnon-
17:38:50 intervention in internal

or external affairs of
each other; and energy
security and the free flow
ofresources.Hemade the
remarks on Wednesday
while addressing the
Preparatory Ministerial
Meetingofthe Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) in Baku.

WEATHER

DeOliveiraMartinsinthewomen's 70kgfinalbout.Inthe women'’s 75kg, Maryam Hashemi defeated Indian

All Iranian airports to be
equipped with IFPS

Trump's G7, Trade Adviser Kelly Ann Shaw to

Leave White House: Officials

US PresidentDonald Trump's G7 and trade adviser, Kelly

Ann Shaw, is leaving his administration for a position in

the private sector, White House officials said on Tuesday,

markingthe departure of one ofthe mostseniorwomen on

the president'seconomicteam.

Shaw succeeded Clete Willems as deputy
assistantto the president for international
economicaffairsand deputy director ofthe
National Economic Council earlier this year.
Sheservedasthe US"sherpa" forthe G7 and
G20and was partofthe teamadvising the
presidentduringtrade talks between the
United Statesand China, whichled Trump
toannounce the outlines ofa "phase one"
pactwith BeijingonOct. 11.

Shaw will leave her post on Friday. An
administration official said she was going
to the private sector, butdid not specify
where. Shaw declined tocommenton her
nextmove."[tjustfeltlike the righttime to
go for me," Shaw told Reuters, noting she
had worked in the federal government for
10yearsand onlyintended to stay for three.
"lamready for mynextand newadventure."
Her departure comes as the National
Security Council, for which she also worked,
is being slimmed down. Trump's new
national security adviser, Robert O'Brien,
planstoreducethesize ofthe NSCbyabout
athird inthe coming monthsand limitits
rolein foreign policy. The international

economics portfolio will be managed by
NECDirector Larry Kudlow.

"Kelly Ann has had a distinguished legal
and government career in trade policy
and has played akeyroleinimplementing
the administration’s trade and economic
agenda,” Kudlow said ina statement."She
willbe missed.”

Asked who would replace Shaw, the
administration official said the White House
didnothaveanannouncementatthis time.
The United Statesand Chinaare trying to
finalize the firstphase ofatrade agreement
for Trump and Chinese PresidentXiJinping
tosignin November onthe sidelines of the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit
in Chile."We are working to seeifwe'll get
there by Chile,” Shaw said. "We'll let the
negotiators do their workand see where
we'llgettoinacouple of weeks."

With her departure, Shaw will notbe part
ofthe official negotiatingteam that gets the
twosidestoadeal,ifoneisachieved.
"There's always going to feel like there's
worklefttobe done,"shesaid. "I've gotvery
able colleagues who will take the reins from
here."The White House facesaslew oftrade
deadlines before the end of the year.

Shaw negotiated on behalf of the United
States with foreign governments ahead of
summits with world leaders. She was the
only woman Sherpainthe G7 thisyearand
one oftwo women Sherpainthe G20, she
said.

UN Investigator: 1 lmin North Koreans Are

Undernourished

Foodinsecurity in North Korea"isatanalarminglevel,"

with nearly halfthe population — 11 million people —

undernourished, the UN independentinvestigator on

humanrightsinthe country said Tuesday.

Tomas Ojea Quintana told the General
Assembly's human rights committee
that140,000 children are estimated to be
suffering from "undernutrition,” including
30,000who "faceanincreasedrisk of death."
Quintana said the government, which
has primary responsibility for ensuring
accesstofood, "is violatingitshuman rights
obligations due toits failingeconomicand
agricultural policies."

In addition, he said, "climate conditions,
infertile land, natural disasters and the
negative impact of sanctions have
contributed to further food insecurity."
Morebroadly, Quintana said he has seenno
improvementin North Korea'shumanrights
situation during his three years as special
rapporteur, APreported.

"The country's economicresources are
being diverted away from the essential
needs ofthe people,” he said. "Pervasive
discrimination in the publicdistribution
system means that ordinary citizens,
especially farmersand peopleinrural areas,
havenotbeenreceivinganyrations.”
Quintana said collective farming and
the failure to allow farmers to benefit
from individual plots of land is further

Iran Agrifood Exports
Reach1.9Sbin Five
Months

Morethan 2.5 million tons of agrifood productsworth
$1.95 million were exported from [ran duringthefirst
fivemonthsofthe currentIranianyear (March 21-Aug.
22).“Thisaccountsfor10.97% ofIran’s total non-oil
exportsduringtheperiod,” Abdolmehdi Bakhshandeh,
deputyagricultureminister for planningand economic
affairs,added. “Iran’s main exportdestinations were

Iraq, Afghanistan, the UAE, Pakistan, Russia, India,
Turkey, Turkmenistan, Germanyand some East Asian
countries,”hewas quotedassayingby YoungJournalists
Club.The official noted that gourd with 739,000 tons,
freshand processed tomatoes with 319,000 tons,
onions and shallotwith 110,000 tons, apples with
61,000 tonsand dateswith 20,000 tons were the main
exportedagricultural productsinterms ofweight.“Dairy
productswith $250 million, gourd vegetableswith $233
million, freshand processed tomatoes with $190million
and pistachiowith $178millionwere the mainexported
productsintermsofvalue,”headded.

exacerbatingfood insecurity.

"At the same time, the government has
failed to put in place conditions where
people cansecurely engage in trade and
exchange in marketplaces without facing
criminalization, extortion and other forms
ofabuse," he said. Nonetheless, he added,
thevastmajority of North Koreans"are now
engaged in such marketactivity for their
survival."

Ironically, he said, the government's failure
to regulate nascent market activity is

creatingincreasing inequality based on
wealth, "where only those with money have
access tobasicrights such as education,
health care, freedom of movement and
adequatehousing."

Quintanasaid severerestrictions onbasic
freedoms continue to be widespread,
including surveillance and close monitoring
of civilians.

"North Korean people continuetoliveinthe
entrenched fear of being sentto a political
prison camp," called akwanliso, he said.

"If youare considered to be a spy of the
hostile countries oratraitor, wheninreality
youare simply exercisingyour basichuman
rights, youcanbe suddenly taken by agents
ofthe Ministry of State Security toakwanliso
and never be seenagain,” Quintana said.
"Suspects' families are neverinformed of
the decisions or ofthe whereabouts of their
relatives."

Ontheissue of North Koreans who have
fled to China, Quintana said in the past six
monthshehasreceived information from
family membersliving in South Korea ofan
increasingnumber ofthese escapeesbeing
detained in China.

He said any North Korean who escapes
should notbe forcibly returned because
thereare substantial groundsthey would be
tortured or subjected to other humanrights
violations.

"lappreciate the government of China's
increased engagement with me on this
concern,and I hope thatthis willlead to
greater compliance with international
standards," he said.

Quintanasaid North Korea hasaccepted
132 recommendations from other UN
member states, including one "to grant
immediate, free and unimpeded access to
international humanitarian organizations
to provide assistance to the mostvulnerable
groups, including prisoners." He said this
couldleadtothefirstinternational access
toplaces of detention, "and could therefore
be an opportunity to improve prison
conditions."
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