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Central Bank of Iran
Applauds Private Firms
for Helping Resist US
Sanctions

Hemmati: Had itnotbeen for the dedicationand
efforts of the private sector, surviving the current
difficultconditions would be difficult

Governor ofthe Central Bank of Iran commended
theroleofthe private sectorin helpingthe economy
tosurvive the harsh economicpenaltiesimposed by
the United States government.

Abdolnasser Hemmati praised private companies
for helpingbringin foreign currency vianon-oil
exportsand, consequently, maintain stability of the
forexmarket.

Haditnotbeen forthe “dedication and efforts of
the private sector” surviving the current difficult
conditionswould bedifficult, he toldameeting of the
Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture’sboard on Sunday.

“The enemy’saiminimposing sanctions was to
stop the economy...this could notberealized butby
destroyingthe national currency and undermining
foreigntrade,” the CBIwebsite quoted himas saying.

Iran-EUTrade Plunges 75%

Iran exported €476.99 million worth of
commoditiestothe EU,indicatinga94.11% fall,and
imported €2.99billioninreturntoregistera51.67%
year-on-yeardecline

Tradebetween Iranand EU member states during
the firsteight months 0f 2019 (January-August)
stoodat€3.47 billiontoregistera75.71% plunge
compared with lastyear’s corresponding period,
latestdata provided by the European Statistical
Office show.Germany, Italy and the Netherlands
were Iran’s top three trading partners in the
Europeanblocwithbilateral exchanges standingat
€1.09billion,€658.04 millionand €333.45 million
respectively.

Iran’s trade with Cyprus (€4.41 million) and
Bulgaria (€57.35million) increased by 51.25%and
26.31%respectively year-on-year—the highest
among EU states.Trade with Greece (€30.37
million), Spain (€190.61 million), Luxembourg
(€365,881),France (€269.17) and Sweden (€50.33
million) saw the sharpestdeclines 0f97.28%,
91.37%,88.54%,87.7%and 81.77% respectively.
Eurostat is a directorate of the European
Commission located in Luxembourg. [ts main
responsibilities are to provide statistical
information to EU institutions and promote the
harmonization of statistical methods acrossits
member statesand candidates foraccession.

Iran’s Aluminum
Production Capacityonthe
Rise

The combined nominal capacity of Iran's
aluminum producers, namely Iran Aluminum
Company (IRALCO) located in Arak (Markazi
Province), Almahdiand Hormozalin Bandar Abbas
(Hormozgan Province) and the newly-inaugurated
Jajarm Aluminum Complexlocated inJajarm County
(North Khorasan Province), stands at 468,000
tons peryear.lRALCO accounts for 175,000 tons of
the total followed by Hormozal with 143,000 tons,
Almahdiwith 110,000 tonsandJajarmwith 40,000
tons.“The firstphase of South Aluminum Company,
onceoperational, willadd 300,000 tons, and the
second phase will add a further 600,000 tons,
bringing Iran's total nominal capacity ofaluminum
production to 1.3 million tons perannum,” said
Shahriar Taherpour, a former managing director
ofthe Industrial Developmentand Renovation
Organization of Iran,also knownasIDRO Group.
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Oil prices dragged lower by sluggish

demand, supply outlooks

Oil prices eased on Monday amid persistent
concerns aboutthe global economic outlook
and theimpacton oil demand, while Russia
again missed its target to cut oil outputlast
month.

. m G 1 o b al
%&w benchmark Brent
crude oil futures
ISH‘HAN LCOc1 fell by 14
N E w s cents,or 0.2%, to
NEWS $59.28abarrel by
IS 0517GMT
U.S. West Texas

Intermediate crude oil
futures CLc1 declined 10
cents, or 0.2%,to $53.68
abarrel.

Signs of stillample global
oil supply combined
with concerns about
economic growth in
China, theworld’slargest
oilimporter, pressured
priceslower forasecond
session.

“Weakness in oil price
reflected abearish view
of the global energy
demand, asthe slowdown
in manufacturing and
trades seemed notto be
endinganytime soon,” said
Margaret Yang, market
analystatCMC Markets.
Russia, the world’s
second-largest oil
producer, said on Sunday
itdid notmeetitssupply
reduction commitment
in September because
ofanincreasein natural
gas condensate outputas

™S

the country prepared for
winter.

The Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC), Russia
and otheroil producers,an
allianceknownasOPEC+,
agreed in December
toreduce supply by 1.2
million barrels per day
(bpd) fromthe startofthis
year.

Additionally, talks
between OPEC members
Kuwaitand Saudi Arabia
torestartoil production
from joint fields in the
Neutral Zone between
the two countries, with
capacity of 500,000
barrels per day could
mean more supply
returning to the market.
Kuwait’s deputy foreign

minister on Saturday said
negotiations were “very
positive” after Kuwaiti
media, citing unidentified
sources, said the two Gulf
oil producershad agreed
toresume crude output
fromthe oilfields.

But any increase in
Neutral Zone production
fromwillbe compensated
by asupply cutfrom other
Saudi Arabianand Kuwaiti
fieldsasboth countriesare
committed totheirtargets
under the OPEC+ output
reductionagreement.
Whilemarketparticipants
believe OPEC+ could
decide to  extend
production cuts in an
upcoming December
meeting, economic
headwinds are curbing
bullish sentiment and

fuelling oil demand
concerns.
China’s economic

growth slowed to 6%
year-on-year inthe third
quarter, its weakest in
27-1/2yearsandshortof
expectations due to soft
factory production and
continuingtradetensions.

“OPEC-led supply
curtailment policies
thoughlending support

hasstruggled toboostoil
prices as markets fixate
over persistentdemand-
side concerns,” Phillip
Futuresanalyst Benjamin
Lusaid.

Still, a 9.4% year on
yearincrease in China’s
refinery throughput for
September signalled
thatpetroleum demand
remainedrobust.

hands of Seoul

problems with special care.”

Iran-Korea trade relations is on

Secretary General of Iran-South Korea Joint Chamber of
Commerce Pouya Firouziurged South Koreato oblige itsbanks
toactonstalled pharmaceutical exportsto Iran.

Inan exclusive interview with ILNA news agency, he said “The
future of businessrelations between the two countries is
now inthe hands of Seoul; so their performance will be very
effectivein exporting medicinesand hospital equipment.
“We expectthatthe Korean government solves the banking

Firouzisaid thatsanctionsare unacceptableintheir entirety
and pharmaceuticals are supposed to be exempt from the
sanctions,adding “Wehope thatthe South Korean government

inaconstructive move will persuade its banks, atleastto open
the way to process paymentsrelated to drug exportsto [ran.”
Iran's Foreign Minister Zarif says the US sanctions targeting
Iran'saccesstomedicines equal economicterrorism.

South Korean pharmaceutical companies claim thatthereis
notany problem inthis field butIran’s major pharmaceutical
companiesacknowledge thatthereisserious problemin
the field ofimporting medicines and pharmaceutical raw
materialsinto the country.
Accordingto South Korea's customs, the country's exports to
Iran duringthe past five months have been ten times smaller
thanthe amountinthe similar period lastyearreachingjust
$148 million.South Koreais the 5thlargestexporteconomyin
the world and the 6th most complex economy accordingto the
Economic Complexity Index (ECI).
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4th Intl. Fisheries Industry
Exhibition kicks offin Tehran

The Fourth International
Exhibition of Fisheries,
Aquaculture
Industry (IFEX2019) kicked
off at Tehran Permanent
International Fairgrounds on

ambassador to Iran and
Charged’affaires of Bulgarian
Embassyto Tehran.

Organizing such exhibitions
will pave the grounds for
producers to exchange their

Monday. views with one another in
The exhibition was relevant field and also will
inaugurated today in the increase cooperation and
presence of head of [ranian interactionamongthem.
Fisheries  Organization, The 4th International
chairman of Parliament Exhibition of Fisheries,
Industries Commission, Aquaculture & Related
domestic and foreign Industry (IFEX2019)willrun
producers, Chinese untilOct.24.
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What's News

Gasoline
Pricesin
Iran: Missing
the Point
Officialsincluding
oil minister, Bijan
NamdarZanganeh,
say fuel prices
need to increase.
Should that not
happen, they
claim, rampant
smuggling (10
millionliters/day!)
aswellasdomestic
consumption (95m
liters/day) will
persistand likely
getworse
Drawing parallels
between average
annual income
in Iran and the
neighboring
states,someenergy
experts insist,
rather strongly
but strangely,
that gasoline is
indeed cheap in
the country. They
may have a point,
butpreferto focus
on the periphery
and shun some
importantfacts.
Iraniansonaverage
earn $5,000 per
annum. Gasoline
issold for 7 cents/
liter, meaning 1.5%
of car owners’
earnings is spent
annually to buy
1,000 liters of fuel.
Statistics show the
same figureranges
between 3% (in
Saudi Arabia) and
50% (Pakistanand
India) depending
onannualincome.
In Saudi Arabia,
where gasoline
issold at 58 cents
per liter, people
on average earn
$23,000 ayear.In
otherwords, barely
3% oftheirannual
incomeisspenton
1,000 liters of fuel.
Although South
Korea sells
expensive gasoline
(130 cents/liter),
annual spending
on fuel accounts
for only 4% of the
people’s earning.
In South Kore
yearly  income
isintheregion of
$32,000.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
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Bidenraps

Trump’s policy

on Iran, warns of

‘accidental’ war

2020

frontrunner Joe Biden

Democratic
criticized Trump’s
‘erratic’approach toward
Iran, voicing concern that
his would-be competitor
President Donald Trump
could accidentally lead
the US into a war with
[ran.

Theformervice president
tookaim at the current
US president during
a campaign fundraiser
on Sunday afternoon at
Connecticut Governor
Ned Lamont's home in
Greenwich, according to
the Daily Mail.

He said he believes that
Trump will be defeated
inthe nextelection, but
expressed concern at
whathe couldaccomplish
before then.
"Whatworries me most
about him is the more
pressure hereceives, the
moreerratiche's goingto
become," Biden said.
"He's got another year.
He could easily get us
intoawaraccidentallyin
Iran. He could easily get
usinto a conflict thatis
of consequence thathe
didn'teven understand
whathe was doing. This
is areally, really, really
delicate time between
nowand next November."
The US policy of
maximum  pressure
against Iran has been
credited as the reason
behind rising tensions
in the Middle East ever
since Donald Trump took
office,and decided to pull
Washington out of [ran
nuclear deal (JCPOA)
back in May 2018 and
reinstated sanctions
against Tehran.
Tensions further spiked
between Iran and the
US after Washington'’s
decisionto strengthenits
military build-up in the
region, promoting many
worldleaders, including
US'European partners,
tovoice concernover the

developments.

Unveiling homegrown Yasin jet

conveys clear message to enemies:
Armycemdr.

Commander ofIran’s Army Major General Seyyed Abdolrahim
Mousavisaid thatthe developmentofYasinjetinside the country
sentaclearmessagetothe Arrogance, especially enemies of the
IslamicRepublic.

Mousavi penned a message to the Commander of the [slamic
Republic of Iran Air Force (IRIAF) Brigadier General Aziz
Nasirzadeh on Monday to appreciate efforts of the force in
designingand manufacturing Yasin trainingjet.

A special assistant to the head of the
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
(AEOQI) hassaid 100 percentofnuclear
fuel cycle activitiesinIranare carried out
by Iranian expertsand we have complete
mastery over all stages of the nuclear
fuel cycle.

Speaking at the
inauguration
ceremony  of
48th Specialized
Exhibition of
Nuclear Industry
Achievements
in Kerman, Ali Asghar

NEWS

Mousavihighlighted thatIranianarmed forcesknowno deadlock
indevelopingitsrequired equipmentand boostingthe country’s
defense powerbyrelyingon domesticcapabilities.
InaceremonyinNojeairbase in Hamedan on Thursday, Yasin
trainingjetwas unveiled with ranking military officials, including
Defense Minister Brigadier General Amir Hatami, inattendance.
TheIslamic Republic of Iranis one of the few countriesin the
world that, while under sanctions, has managed to design and
manufacture advanced trainingaircraftby relying on its most
experienced and talented youth in cooperation with knowledge-
based firms and private sector companies, Hatami said in the
ceremony.Yasinis 12 meterslong, fourmetershighandfiveanda
halftonnes of cargo weightunder operational take-offconditions

Iran has complete masteryover all stages
of nuclearfuel cycle

and can fly up to 12 km. It is
equippedwitha7,000-pound
turbo-jetpoweredjetengine,
whichistheworld'sleading
jetfighterengine.

Chairman of Iran Aviation
Industry Organization ofthe
Ministry of Defense (MoD)
Brigadier General Abdolkarim
Bani-Tarafisaid Monday thatthe
production line of this domestically-
built jet will be launched in the near
future.

NEWS

Over 50 Saudi-led raids
target Yemenin48hours:

Spokesman

The Saudi-led aggression haslaunched more than
50airraidsagainst Yemeninthe past48hours,says
the spokesman forthe Yemeni Armed Forces.
Brigadier General Yahya Saree said Sunday nighthat
overthe previous48hours, the Saudiand Emirati
fighterjetsbombarded variousareas of Yemen 50
times, Al-Masirahreported.

The spokesmannoted thatthe aggression ofenemy
fightersfocused onthe northwestern provinces of
Saadaand Hajjah, targeting citizens’ propertiesand
farmlands.

He added thatanumber of infiltration attempts
ofthe US-Saudi mercenariesinborder frontlines
were foiled.

Saudi Arabiaand anumber of itsregional allies
launched adevastating campaign against Yemen

Zare'an said: "By God's

and maintaining the fuel

board's view. The Atomic

date and the approach

in March 2015, with the goal of bringing the

grace, we are self- '
sufficientin developing, cycle, fromexploration
designing and to extraction and

manufacturingall kinds
of uranium enrichment
centrifuges."

"Accordingtotheedict (or
fatwa) ofthe Leader ofthe
Islamic Revolution, we
are notseeking to build,
stockpile or use atomic
weapons ofany kind, but
we are trying to reach
the peaks of knowledge
and master all aspects of
peaceful civilian nuclear
industry. We are seeking
toproduce clean energy,
together with upgrading

production ofnuclear fuel
forelectricity-generating
power plants, research
centers and to provide
services to all other
industries,” Zare'an
added.

He went on to refer to
steps taken to counter
unreliability of the
hegemony regime,
adding: "The fourth step
inreducinglran'snuclear
commitmentunder the
nuclear deal 2015 is
subjecttothesupervisory

Energy Organization
of  Iran executes
governmentdecisions,
and these steps are an
exerciseinreturningto
allareasofconcern.”

He pointed to the
unveiling of the new
generation of Iranian
centrifuges in the
near future and the
exploitation of the
secondary circuit of the
Arak Khandab reactor,
stating that the Atomic
Energy Organization
of Iran has pursued its
activities diligently to

would continuerapidly.
Zare'an said, "As the
Leader of the Islamic
Revolution has stated,
scientific power
results in dignity and
authority; great work
hasbeendone to master
peaceful civilian nuclear
technology. With the
development of new
tools and machinery
as well as with the
invention, innovation,
and diversification
of facilities, we will
conquer the peaks of
science.”

'Multilateralism'a
mustintoday’s world:
FM Zarif

The Iranian foreign minister
highlighted the crucial role
multilateralism playsintoday'sworld,
saying the human community will not
be able to survive unlessitaddresses
theworld'sissues collectively.
“Multilateralism has become a must
for the human community, and the
world cannotsurvive without taking
multilateralisminto consideration,”
Mohammad Javad Zarif said while
addressing the International
Conference on “Unilateralism and
International Law” whichwas held in
Tehran on Monday.

The top diplomat slammed some

policiestowards othernations, saying,
“Neitherdo all therealities happen
inthe Westnor can the West make
every decision about the world’s
developments.”

He stressed thatIran hasalwaysbeen
steadfastin multilateralism since the
world needs to collectively address
theissuesattheinternational arena.
Theimposition of the will of asingle
power over all other nations is an
existential threat for everyone, he
added.

The Conference on “Unilateralism
and International Law” opened atthe
venues of Tehran’s Allameh Tabataba'i
University.

Representatives from Italy, India,
Russia, Finland, Poland, Pakistan,
Uzbekistan, Macedonia and
Afghanistanare attending the event.

The international conference is
envisaged to form four expert panels
over differentissues,including the
need to deal with unilateralismin the
domain ofthe International Law and
fate of the international peace and

government of former president Abd Rabbuh
Manour Hadi back to power and crushing the
HouthiAnsarullahmovement.
Accordingtoreports,thewarhas claimed morethan
91,000lives overthe pastfourand ahalfyears.
Thewarhasalsotakenaheavytoll onthe country’s
infrastructure, destroying hospitals, schools,and
factories. The UN saysover 24 million Yemenisarein
direneed ofhumanitarianaid, including 10 million
suffering from extremelevels ofhunger.

Settlingregional disputes
possibleifUS, Israeliregime
don’tinterfere: MP

Anlranianlawmakersaid thatitis possibletoarrive
atapolitical solution for disputesintheregion,
provided thatother regional states take practical
stepsand USand Israeliregime stop meddling.
“Positive messages thathave been conveyed to the
Islamic Republic from some regional countries
suchasthe UAE and Saudi Arabiaare welcomed by
Iran;if Americans and Zionists don’tinterfere and
independentcountries hold talks with oneanother,
settlingissuesand disputes willnotbeimpossible,”
Spokesman for the Iranian Parliament's National
Security Committee, Hossein Naghavi Hosseini, told
ICANA on Monday.

“Iran seeks to settle disputes through dialogue,”
he said,adding that President Rouhani’s HOPE
initiative was proposed according to this view.
“Military solutions cannot solve differences,” he
highlighted, citing Saudi Arabia as an example of
failed military policy as “Ithasbeen fouryearssince
theyarestuckin Yemen’s quagmire.”

“Countries should take practical steps in de-
escalating tensions tobuild up trustin Iran; they
canatleastdevelop dialogues in differentlevels
tomake thesituation clear forbothsides,” said the
MP,adding, “They cannot propose dialogue while
beatingthe drum of military tensionsand preparing

western countries for their unilateral

security.

theregion forthe presence of foreign forces.”

Iran Urges Turkey to Respect
Syria’s Sovereignty

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson called on Turkey
torespectSyria’s territorial integrity and try to allay its
security concerns through peaceful mechanisms.

Asked about Iran’s stance on the latest situation in
northern Syria after a Turkish military operation thathas
displaced 300,000 people, Abbas Mousavisaid ata weekly
press conference on Monday that Tehran understands
Ankara’s concerns, but Turkey mustrespect Syria’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity.

“There are multiple plans and agreements in thisregard,
referring to which would be the solution,” the spokesman
added.

“The (Turkish) concerns should be addressed through
peaceful mechanisms. We have the Adana Agreement
between Turkey and Syria, and both countries should

return to thisdeal,” Mousaviunderlined.

Highlighting Iran’s efforts to mediate in the disputes

between Turkeyand Syria, the spokesperson said Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifhas had contacts with
his Syrian, Turkish and Iraqi counterparts inrecentdays.
Tehran seeks tobring the views of Ankaraand Damascus
closer together, he noted.

After eightdays ofthe Turkish military operation against
Kurdish-controlled areas of northeastern Syria, about
300,000 peoplehavebeendisplaced from theirhomesand
atleast71peoplekilled,accordingto the UNand ahuman
rights monitor.

Turkeylaunched the cross-borderoperation on October9
afterrepeatedly threateningto cleartheborderareaofthe
Kurdish People's Protection Units (YPG) fighters, which it
considersa “terrorist” group.

On Thursday, Turkey and the US agreed to atemporary
ceasefire in the offensive to allow Kurdish fighters

(V)
,_,);/_:(;Mo'»’.
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withdraw
from a planned so-called "safe

zone".

Ankara says the campaign, dubbed Operation Peace

Spring, would allow the repatriation of some of the 3.6

million Syrian refugees Turkey hosts onits soil.



Iran women at World Wushu
Championshipsfinal

Two Iranians - Shahrbanou Mansourian and Maryam Hashemi - will
competeatthe final ofthe World Wushu Championships underway in
China.The 2019 World Wushu Championships featuringsandaand taolu
competitions forboth menand women kicked offin Shanghai, China, on
Sunday (October 19) for four days.Representatives from 102 world countries
arepresentinthesportsevent.

Also,anIranian-MehdiAlinejad - wasappointed on October 12 by Presidentofthe International

10000 Rials
Wushu Federation Yu Zaiqing as Chairman of World Wushu Championships Supervision
Tuesday,October 22, 2019 Committee forthe third consecutive year.
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stages ofnuclear
fuelcycle FATF's anti-
60 Irandecision
'Multilateralism’ totally political:
amustin today’s Zarif

world: FM Zari

Referringto FATF'srecent
warning to [ran, [ranian
B FMMohammadJavad Zarif

toldreporters on Monday
Il’all .Kor?atrade that the decision of the
relationsison globalwatchdogistotally
hands of Seoul politicalandIrandisagrees

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

o withit.

"The Islamic Republic
considers anti-money-
launderingpoliciesasa
necessityandatargetin

04:51:38 . . >
itsdomesticregulations,
Noon calltoprayer: he noted, stressing that
11:47:50 FATF hasmadeapolitical
Evening call to prayer: decisionagainstIran.
Hehopedthatafterhaving

17:40:56

WEATHER

anti-money-laundering
rules ratified by the
Iranian administration
and jurisdiction, the
countrywillbeabletotake
furtherrequired measures
in this regard through
convergence of [ranian
bodies.
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Oil prices dragged lower by
sluggish demand, supply outlooks

North Korea Says US, South Korea Must
Present New Solutions for Conflict

The United States and South Korea must produce new

solutions forthe currentstandoff on the Korean Peninsula,

asenior North Korean military official said on Monday,

warning thathostile policies towards Pyongyang would

lead toserious consequences.

Theremarksadd torecentcomments from
Pyongyang expressing discontentatthe
lack of progressinits negotiations with
Washington. This month North Korea
issued aveiled threataboutending the
freeze in long-range missile testing
amid continued economic sanctions and
pressure aimed at pushingitto give upits
nuclearand ballisticmissiles programs.

Kim Hyong Ryong, North Korea's Vice
Minister of the People's Armed Forces,
said at the Xiangshan Forum in Beijing
that North Korea has worked to build
lasting peace but thatthe situation has
relapsedintoa"dangerous, vicious cycle"
of exacerbating tensions because of
the actions of the US and South Korean
governments."Thoughithasbeen more
than one year since the DPRK-US joint
statementwasadopted, thereisno progress
inimprovingbilateral relations between

the two countries, completely because
ofthe US"anachronistic, hostile policies
againstthe DPRK," Kimsaid, referringto his
country by the initials of its formal name,
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.
Healsoaccused South Korea ofa"double-
dealing attitude" in continuing to carry
outmilitary drills with the USand buying
advanced military equipment."Bearing
in mind our firm will to safeguard peace
intheregion, the United States and the
South Korean authorities mustrefrain
fromanyactions disrupting the stability of
the situation and come up with anew way
forsolvingthe problem," Kim said, Reuters
reported.North Korea has conducted
missile testsinrecent months, including
thatofa submarine-launched ballistic
missile, and broke off the latest working-
level nuclear talks with the USin early
October.Pyongyang's top negotiator for
the talks blamed the US for the breakdown
and said Washington "broughtnothing"
tothe negotiating table.Pyongyanghasso
farstucktoafreezeintestingofnuclear
weapons and intercontinental ballistic
missilesthathasbeeninplacesince 2017
and allowed for three meetings between
itsleader, Kim Jong Un,and US President
Donald Trump sincelastyear.

Official Rejects US Claim on Launching
Cyber Attacks on Iran

Head of Iran’s Civil Defense Organization Brigadier

General Gholam RezaJalalirejected as baseless claims

thatthe US hasrecently mounted several cyber attacks

againstthe Islamic Republic.

Spox

Iranresolved to take
fourthJCPOA step: FM

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyyed
AbbasMousavisaid that Tehran has designed the
nextstep of cuttingits JCPOA commitments and is
readytotakeitintheabsence of practicalmeasures
by Europeans to salvage the deal.“The fourth step
[inreducing commitmentto JCPOA] has been
designed,” he said Monday in his weekly presser,
addingthatsome ofthe measures of this step are
yettobe finalized.“We hope that we would not
arrive atthe fourth stepand that Europeans would
meettheir obligations;ifnot, [ran will go ahead

with taking the fourth step,”headded.
Oneyear after USwithdrawal from the nuclear
deal, Iran announced in May 2019 that it is

reducingcommitmentsto JCPOAinatransparent
mannerandaccordingto Paragraphs 26 and 36 of

theJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
Tehran has so far taken three steps, highlighting
thatallitsmeasuresarereversibleassoonasother
parties can shield its economy from damages of
US unilateral sanctions. Tehran willannounce
the details of the fourth step on Nov. 7.“We were
assumingthatthey [Europeans] did nothave the
will [tohonor their JCPOA commitments] butnow
we see thattheyarenotcapable ofdoingso...we
will continue toreduce our commitmentsto JCPOA
unless they fulfill their part of commitments.”

“The Americanshave twicesaid thatthey
haveresponded to the Iranian attack
onthe USdrone with cyber attacks,”
Brigadier GeneralJalalitoldreportersata
pressbriefingin Tehran on Monday:.
“However,we have seen nosign of cyber
attacks,” thetop security officialadded.
In areport published by Reuters on
Wednesday, two US officials said
Washington had carried outasecret
cyberoperationagainstlraninthe wake
oftheSept. 14 attacks on SaudiArabia’s oil
facilities, which Washington and Riyadh
blame on Tehran.

The officials, who spoke on condition
ofanonymity, said the operation took
placeinlate Septemberand tookaimat
Tehran’sability to spread “propaganda”,
accordingtothereport.

Theremarks cameagainstthebackdrop
ofincreased tensions between Iranand
the US after the Islamic Republicshot
downanadvanced USspy drone overits
territorial watersand alsorecentattacks
by Yemeni forces on Saudi oil facilities,
with Washington and Riyadh claiming
Iranwasbehind them.

The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
saidonJune 20 thata US spy drone that
violated the Iranianterritorialairspacein
theearly hours ofthe day was shotdown
by the IRGC Aerospace Force’sairdefense
unitnearthe Kooh-e-Mobarakregionin
thesouthern province of Hormozgan.
Theintrudingdronewasreportedly shot
by Iran’shomegrownair defense missile
system “Khordad-3rd”.

Tensions between the US and Iran
escalated further after Yemeniarmed
forcesconducted alarge-scale operation

against Saudi Arabia’s Aramco oil
installationslastmonth,inresponseto
theSaudi-led war ontheircountry:.

The Yemeni Houthi Ansarullah
movementimmediately took credit for
theattacks,butUS Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo swiftly accused Iran ofbeing
behindtheassault, withoutprovidingany
evidence. Tehran categorically rejected
theallegations.

Meanwhile,Saudi Arabiaclaimedthatthe
strikesonitsoilinfrastructure camefrom
the “north” and were “unquestionably”
sponsored by Iran, adding that the
Houthis were notresponsible for the
assaultdespite claimingit.

Shortly after the Saudi announcement,
the spokesman for Yemeni Armed
Forces,however; reiterated itwasbehind
the weekend attack, stressing thatthe
Houthis have new drones, powered by
“normaland jetengines” thatcanreach
targetsdeepinSaudiArabia.

“Our forces havereached ahighlevel
of efficiency and ability. They can
manufacturevarioustypesofunmanned
aerial vehicles in record time. The
Second Deterrent Balance Operation,
which targeted Saudi oil installations,
isaperfectexample ofthe capabilities
of our forcesinterms ofplanning and
implementation,” Brigadier General
Yahya Saree said during a press
conferenceinthe capital Sana’a.
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