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attractions

A

Isfahan
music
museumn;
treasure of
art

Isfahan music
museum is
situatedinastreet
with trees all
around in the old
neighborhood of
JolfainIsfahan.
This small museum
which is actually
“a love letter to
Iran’srich musical
heritage”, is much
more thanaseries
of instruments
hanging on a
wall. Mehrdad
Jeihooni and
Shahriar Shokrani,
Isfahani musicians
established this
small museum
in 2015; more
than 300 musical
instruments from
all around the
world aredisplayed
here.

Englishand Persian
descriptions have
been provided
for each of
these musical
instruments, and
visitors can pick
up and play some
oftheinstruments.
For each group
of the tourists,
visiting will end
up with a short
and intimate
performance of
traditional music
and chanting
Persian poems by
Iranian musical
masters.

Sinceits opening,
the museum has
received two
awards, from
which the last
one is given by
the International
council of
museums (ICOM)
for its being as
the best private
museum in Iran.
This museum is
the first private
music museum in
Iran which has 2
halls; the national
instrument hall,
and the local
instrument hall,
which includes
various kinds of
Iranianinstrument.
Apartof museum
isalsodedicated to
introduce the great
Iranian musicians,
called “Saray-e
Sarahangan” in
which visitors can
enjoy thelive music
in the musichall of
the museum.
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Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque,
cozy and symmetrical

o8 ISFAHAN
ZREANEW S

The 17th century Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque in Isfahan, central
Iran,is one of the architectural
masterpieces of Iranian
architecture.

In comparison to many mosques
scattered across the country, it
appears to be relatively unusual,
having neither aminaretnora
courtyard probably because the
mosque was never intended for
publicuse, butratherservedasa
worship place forwomen.

The Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque punctuates
the middle of two-storyarcades thatare
encirclingthe enormous Emam Square,
itselfaUNESCO World Heritage site.
Insidethe sanctuary, there are thousands
of mosaicsthatadorn the wallsand its
extraordinarily gorgeous ceiling that
features a series of shrinking, yellow
motifs, itselfa masterpiece of design.
Photographyisallowed butusingaflash
isnot.

Builtbetween 1603 and 1619 duringthe
reign of Shah Abbas |, the mosque was
dedicated to the ruler’s father-in-law,
Sheikh Lotfollah, arevered Lebanese
scholar of Islam who was invited to
Isfahan to oversee the king’s mosque
(nowthe Emam Mosque).

The mosque is also very famous for
having avery picturesque dome that
makes extensive use of delicate yetvery
intercalate cream-coloredtiles, changing
colorthroughoutthe day from cream to
pink. Some say the sunsetis usually the
besttime towitness the change.

The exterior panels boasts collections

V' A

Ali Qapu Palace

Oppositethe Sheikh Lotfollah Mosqueis the towering, six-storey
AliQapupalace,aroyal residence used by Shah Abbastohost
visiting dignitaries. Completed at the end of the 16th century, it
housesvarious paintingsand frescoes, and the columned terrace
boasts exceptional views of the squareand its mosques. Depicted
onthereverseside of20,000 Rial banknotes, the palaceisanational
treasure, although much of thebuilding fell into disrepairunder
subsequentruling dynasties. Thesixth-floor musicroomisa
particularhighlight for the wonderful shapes cutinto the wallsand

ceiling.
Address: Nagsh-eJahan Square, Esfahan.

ofarabesquesand floral designs that
have become a signature motif of the
masterpiece. The portalitselfcontains
some stalactite-type stone carving used
to decorate doorways and window
recesses with rich concentrations of
blue and yellow motifs.

Alsoknown as Naghsh-eJahan (“Image of
the World”), the Emam Squareisapublic
urbansquareinthe center of Isfahan, a
citylocated onthe mainnorth-southand
east-westroutes crossing central Iran.
Thesquareisanchored oneachside by
four magnificentbuildings: to the east,
the Sheikh Lotfallah Mosque; to the west,
the pavilion of Ali Qapu; to the north, the
portico of Qeyssariyeh; and to the south,
the celebrated Emam Mosque.
Accordingto UNESCO, the Emam Square
was atthe heart ofthe Safavid capital’s
culture, economy, religion, social power,
government, and politics. [ts vast sandy
esplanade was used for celebrations,
promenades,and public executions, for
playingpoloand forassemblingtroops.

i Under tourists’ eyes:
Hereisaselectof commentsthatvisitors
to the historical mosque have posted
to TripAdvisor, one ofthe mostpopular
travel websites in the world:

" *“The mostbeautiful mosque’
Themosqueitselfissmall butthe impact
is great.Ilove the factthatyou canlay
down and watch the main hall ceiling.
Thelonely planetdescribe the ceiling as
“harmonious understatement”. I didn’t
understandituntil [ sawitinreallife.It’s
harmonious and stunning. (Stephen C.

form Canada, visited July 2017)

" “Theinside justmakes one well up’
Beautiful mosaics - and thatdoesn’tgo
near todescribingit. We sat on the floor
staringatthe dome - exquisite. (Drift T.
fromthe UK; visited June 2017)

" *“The mostatmosphericmosque’
From the entrance you walk down a
gold clad corridor to this huge domed
roomwhichisjustbreath taking.Itislike
nothing else we had seeninthe whole of
Iran. Thebasementisalsoworth visiting.
(R.Dellafrom United Kingdom; visited
April2017)

¥ ‘Amustifyouareinthesquare’
Fantastic architecture. The tile work
was mostimpressive. Youneed a guide
to explain it all. Well worth a visit.
(Madeleine S. from the UK; visited April
2017)

“ ‘A nicevisit’
The amount of mosaicand wall painting
is amazing. You can visit the whole
Mosqueinhalfhourtime. (Covaltio from
Greece; visited January 2017)

¥ ‘Magnificentjewel’

Afterthe splendors ofthe neighboring
Shah Mosque, one mightexpectavisitto
the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque to be anti-
climactic... The design provides for an
amazingreveal as the visitor turnsatthe
end of the passageway to confront the
mosque’s hidden magnificence. (Kirk E.
formtheU.S,; visited Nov.2016)

WHERETO STAY

Ragrug Hostel:
Connecting Cultures

RagRugisamodernhostel based in Esfahan, Iran.
Founded by amillennial Iranian entrepreneur, Rag
Rugfeatures 4 privateroomsand 5 co-ed 8-people
& 12-people bunkbed rooms overits 3-storied
layouts. Inaddition, the hostel welcomes guests
withwelcomingarms, 24 /7 reception service,a
panoramic-viewingrooftop presiding over Esfahan
streets,a plants-filled side yard for coffee chat.

" Tripadvisor Reviews

ZigaF: Amazingatmosphere and an awesome
team.

I stayed in this hostel with two of my friends for 4
daysaftertraveling from Teheranto Shirazand Yazd.
We found outabout this hostel froma traveler we
metinYazd, whorecommendeditto us. The staffwas
extremely helpful with everything, even guiding us
through the city, explaininglocal customs, Iranian
cultureand organisingapicnicwith otherlocals. The
hostelisalsovery clean. Good breakfastisincluded
and awesome company is guaranteed. If you're
visiting Isfahan thisis definitely the place to stay.

Jazzper,Amsterdam, The Netherlands: Ahostel
withanamazingatmosphere

I stayed for almostaweekin a private room om
Ragrughostel. Afterlots of traveling | wanted to have
some privacy, butstill be in contact with travelers.
For this, the hostelis perfect! [ was therein the
touristiclow season, butthe hostel was still packed
and Imetalotofnice people there.Also the staffwas
very friendly and helpful. Additionally I did two trips
with the hostel’s taxi guide (Amin), which waslots
offun. Furthermorethefacilitiesare decentand the
locationis OK-ish. However, the staffand the people
willmake your stay a greatexperience!

lucianote,Santiago, Chile: Ahostel with souland
charm!

After oneyeartraveling,one ofthe besthostels of my
trip -ifnotthe best- was RagRugin Isfahan.

Let’s start with the high quality of the beds,
mattresses and linen. It was a pleasure to sleep
there. Sockets and lightin each bed, top notch
Wi-Fieverywhere and brand new and super clean
bathrooms and showers.Then we have the great
staff working there and Sahand the owner, who
really knows whatthe hostel vibe isallabout. He
will take you out for a coffee, show around Isfahan
bigsquare orjustchatwithyouintheevening.lalso
metreally nice and special people in RagrugsoI'm
really glad I stayed there. Ragrug creates families
for the people that stay there.Also worth mention
thatyou have 4 restaurantoptionsjustcrossingthe
streetwithlocal dishesor fastfood as you prefer,and
supermarkets one blockaway. It’sa changeto stayin
amoreauthenticneighborhood of Isfahan. Youare
only 10 min by Snapp from the main square of the
Cityanditwill costyouonly 20 cents ofadollar. By far
thebeststaylhadinIran,youcantell the passionand
hospitalityin Sahand and the staffwork.

Thanks for everything!

grinssmile,Winterthur, Switzerland: PERFECT
HOSTEL

We stayed 3nights atragrughostel and we enjoyed
itsome much! When we arrived they welcomed
us very warmly. They gave us a lot of usfull
informations, told us some nice restaurants and all
thenice placesintown. A special servive was, that
they sended us some adresses viawhatsapp, so it
wasvery easy to find it for us. The hostelisn’tin the
city center. Butnow worries, when we wentto town,
they called forus atthereception e cheap snapp! IT
WAS APERFECT TIME INISFAHAN!!!

MirandaX:perfecto!

Amazinghostel for sure!it’s cleanand comfortable,
all staffin the receptionistare very friendly and
helpful! theywill give uall the informations and help
ubookany tickets u want. Besides, thereisatour
guide, hisname is Amin, don’t miss this guy! he will
showuthebestthingsinlran.

LARSakaLARY,Leon, Nicaragua: Second family

When we stayed in Ragrug Hostel we feltatease from
theverystart. Amin, who also does the hostel desert
tours, took us out to show the city, have a typical
irfanlunch,and smoke some sisha. He knows alot
abouthis city and seems perfectly happy to share
thisknowledge. But mostofall heisverykind and
welcoming. So much thathealsotookusoutto see
thelocal sport. He and the staffin the hostel made
sureall the guests feltathome. We felt soathome
thatwe can say we have made anew Iranian friend.




Iran Parliament's Green Light for
20 New Free, Special Economic

Zones

Members of the Iranian Parliamenthave approved in principle the bill
ontheestablishmentofeightfree trade zonesand 12 special economic
zones.The parliamentary session on Wednesday saw 127 lawmakers
voteinfavorand 51 againstthebill, while 10 MPs abstained. Once the
parliamentand the Guardians Council give their final approvals, the
following FTZs will be created: Incheh Borun in Golestan Province,
MehraninIlam Province, Ardabil in Ardabil Province, Sistan in Sistan-
Baluchestan Province, Baneh-Marivan in Kurdestan Province, Jaskin
Hormozgan Province, Bushehrin Bushehr Province and Qasr-e Shirin

in Kermanshah Province, IRNAreported.

NEWS

Europefirms hithardby US sanctions
on Iran: USmedia

US unilateral sanction, especially the ones to be
imposed on the countries oil industry, will be
very harmful to the economy of Europe, wrote the
Bloombergon Sunday.

‘Withtheselatestmoves, Americanintentionsare clear:
cutofflranian oil from the marketentirely and reduce
Tehran'’s financial power. As oil pricesrise, however, the
White House’s policy looks setto hurt more countries
thanjustlran. Will Europe’s economies take the hit-or
will they fightback? wrote Bloomberg.

Sayingthat, withadaily production of4 million barrels,
Iranisthe world’s third largest oil producer within
OPEC after Saudi Arabiaand Iraq, the article added,
‘As Tehran has already warned, OPEC capacity will be
unable to meetshortfallsifthe US pursuesits policy of
reducingIranian oil exportsto zero.
‘Theriskisthatany constraints on Iran’s exports
will only further drive up prices and create major
headwinds for the economy of major oil consumers.
By law, the US must ensure the global oil marketis
well-supplied before issuing sanctions on Iranian oil
exports.Butinlightof currentdemand, this mightbe
atough argumentto land - especially since more oil
supply shocks canbe expected: Venezuelais struggling,
andanagreementbetween OPECand Russiais curbing
daily oil production by 1.8 million barrels, compared to
2017levels’

The Europeisrelianton oil imports for 98 percent
ofdemand, and with the Euro continuing to perform
poorly againstthe Dollar, the impact of rising prices
will only be magnified. Higher oil prices are hitting
Germany, the continent’s economic powerhouse,
especially hard, Bloombergwrote.

Indian Exporters Wary of Dealing
With Iran Due to US Sanctions

Indian exportersareapprehensive abouttakingorders
from Iran due to the reimposition of US sanctions and
this could impactIndia’s shipments to the Persian Gulf
country, the Federation of Indian Export Organizations
said .FIEO President Ganesh Kumar Gupta said big
shipping companies too are not taking consignments
toIran.“Thereishuge export potentialin Iran but we
are facing paymentproblems due to the US sanctions.
Exportersareveryapprehensive abouttakingorders.
Future exports to Iran are looking uncertain,” Gupta
said.Earlier this month, the US reimposed several
unilateral sanctions against Iran. The sanctions
have targeted Iran’s access to US banknotes and key
industries, including carsand carpets.Gupta, however,
said India’sapproval to Iranian Bank of Pasargad to
openabranchin Mumbaiwould help promote trade
between the two countries.Iranis one of the major
trading partnersofindia, as New Delhiimports huge
quantities of crude oil from the Persian Gulf country.
Itwas India’s second biggest supplier of crude oil after
SaudiArabiauntil2010-11butwesternsanctions over
itsnuclear program relegated it to the seventh spot
insubsequentyears.In2013-14and 2014-15, India
bought11 milliontonsand 10.95 million tons of crude
oil, respectively, from Iran.The US administration is
piling pressure on India, China and other buyers to end
allimports of Iranian oil by November 4 asitlooks to
chokelIran’s economiclifeline with sanctions over its
nuclear program.

accordingto Financial Tribune.

geographicadvantagesfortrade.

Adozen special economiczones will be established as follows: Fasa
and Lar in Fars Province, Abarkuh and Meybod in Yazd Province,
Zanjanin Zanjan Province, Gachsaran in Kohgilouyeh-Boyerahmad
Province, Serow-Urmiain West Azarbaijan Province, Khafand Quchan
in Khorasan Razavi Province, Khorramabad in Lorestan Province,
Takestan in Qazvin Province and Shahin Shahrin Isfahan Province,

Moreover, a special economic zone for the production of
pharmaceuticals will be established in Savojbolagh, Alborz Province.
The term “special economiczone” is commonly used to refer to any
modernzone where businessand trade laws differ from those on
the mainland. SEZs arelocated withina country’s national borders
while free trade zones have been established around major seaports,
international airports and national frontiers that have many

Debates on the merits of FTZs have
been based on their impact on
several elements: fromsocialissues
like labor rights, environmental
protection and urban planning
tomacroeconomicissuesrelated
to their impact on government
revenues, employment, trade and
foreign exchange earnings.

The primary purpose ofafree trade zone
istoremove trade obstacles caused by high
tariffsand complex customsregulations fromaport, airport
orborder checkpoint. They are also meantto help the government
increase exportsatalower cost, create employment, attract foreign
investmentand revive underdeveloped regions.

World’s First Rollable Touch-

Screen Tgblet Unvells

ResearchersatQueen’s University
Created the MagicScroll thatis
being called the world’s first
rollable touch-screen tablet.

The device is comprised of
a high-resolution, 2 “7.5K
resolution flexible display that
canberolled orunrolled around
acentral, -3D-printed cylindrical
body containing the device’s
computerized inner-workings.

Tworotary wheels ateither end of the
cylinderallow the userto scroll through
information onthe touch screen. When
ausernarrowsinonaninterestingpiece
of contentthattheywouldlike toexamine
more deeply, thedisplay canbe unrolled
and functionasatabletdisplay. Itslight
weightand cylindricalbody makesitmuch
easiertohold withonehandthananiPad.
Whenrolled up, itfits your pocketand
canbeusedasaphone,dictationdevice
orpointingdevice, Tech Xplorereported.
“Wewereinspired by thedesign ofancient
scrolls because their formallows fora
more natural, uninterrupted experience
of long visual timelines,” says Dr.
Vertegaal, Professor of Human-Computer
Interaction and Director of the Queen’s
University Human Media Lab. Another
source of inspiration was the oldrolodex
filingsystemsthatwereused tostoreand
browse contactcards.

The MagicScroll’sscrollwheel allows for

SAIC Motor Operations Take Offin Iran

Despite thereinstatementof US sanctions againstIran’s key automotive
industry,ajointventure between China’s SAICMotorand Farda Automobile
Manufacturing Co (FAM Co) has started operation in Semnan with the
inauguration ofaproductionline forthe SUV model MG RX5.WhileIranian
carmakers collaborations with French automotive groups Renaultand
Peugeot-Citroen have been hindered by the imposition of US sanctions,
unperturbedbythe United States’belligerence SAICMotorhasjustlaunched
aproductionlineinthe city of Semnan, 180 km to the east of the capital
Tehran.Industries Minister Mohammad ShariatmadaritookatriptoSemnan

& b

infinite scrollaction for quick browsing
throughlonglists. Unfoldingthe scroll
isatangible experience thatgivesafull
screenview ofthe selected item. Picture
browsing through your Instagram
timeline, messages or LinkedIn contacts
thisway”

Beyond the innovative flexible display,
the prototype also features a camera
thatallowsuserstoemploytherolled-up
MagicScroll as a gesture-based control
device - similar to that of Nintendo’s
‘Wiimote’ And the device’srotarywheels
containroboticactuatorsthatallowthe
device to physicallymove orspinin place

invariousscenarios,likewhenitreceives
anotification forinstance.“Eventually,
ourhopeistodesignthe devicesothatit
canevenrollinto somethingassmallas
apenthatyoucould carryinyour shirt
pocket,”says Dr. Vertegaal. “Morebroadly,
the MagicScroll projectisalsoallowingus
to further examine notionsthatscreens
don’thave to be flat,and ‘anything can
becomeascreen Whetherit'sareusable
cupmade ofaninteractive screen onwhich
youcanselectyourorderbeforearrivingat
acoffee-fillingkiosk, oradisplay onyour
clothes, we're exploringhow objects can
becometheapps.”

Afghans Returning Home From Iranin Hordes

The number of Afghanrefugees returning from Iranhas doubled recently,
aslranian currencylosesitsvalueagainstthe USdollarinanunprecedented
manner.Accordingto the International Organization for Migration’s statistics,
8,000t010,000undocumented AfghansarereturninghomefromIraneveryday,
TOLOnewsreported.[0Msaid themainreasonbehind theincrease of returnees
fromIraniseconomicchallenges created bynew USsanctions.Kazim Elham, the
headofBorder Returnees DepartmentatIOM, said 429,845 refugeesfromIran
and 23,301 refugees from Pakistan have been deported or returned voluntarily.
The Afghan Ministry of Refugeesand Repatriation said thenumberofrefugees

onWednesdaytoopenthe productionlineat FAM Co’s Farda Auto Factory.

whohavereturnedhomehasincreased unprecedentedlyinrecentweeks.

CBI

Fight

Says Will

Liquidity

The Central Bankof Iran has vowed to curb
therisingtide ofliquidity, whichheblamedas
thesource ofallmarketvolatility, includinga
currency crisisthathasseentherialdropto
recordlowssince April.

CBIGovernor Abdolnasser Hemmati, who
wasaddressing the 29th Islamic Banking
Conference on Saturday, also criticized the
banking system that, he said, was the main
culpritbehind the multifold growthinthe
volume ofliquidi

“Aslongasliquidity growth continuesatthe
current paceand nothingisdoneto curbit,

thispressurewill prevailinthe forexmarket
and other parallel markets, asindividuals
striveto preservetheirassets,” Hemmatiwas
quotedassayingby CBI'swebsite.
Thevolatilityin currency and gold markets
furtherintensified after US President Donald
Trumpannouncedin May thatheis pulling
his country outofthe multilateral nuclear
deallransigned withworld powersin 2015,
Financial Tribunereported.

Earlier thismonth, Washington reimposed
sanctions on Iran’s purchase of US dollars
anditstradeingold, preciousmetals, metals,

coal

andindustrial software.
Lastsummer,adollarfetchedabout38,000
rialsonthe openmarket.Sincethentherial
haslostmorethan 60% ofitsvalue.

Solution: NO 25

Iran-Russia Non-Oil Trade Tops
3408Sm
Iran traded 645,158 tons of

non-oil commodities worth
546.24$ million with Russia

a0
L

respectively year-on-year.
RussiawasIran’s 21stbiggest
exportdestination during the

during the first four months
of the current fiscal year
(March -21July 22).This
marksa %33.93and %130.35
growth in tonnage and value
respectively compared with
last year’s corresponding
period, latest data released

period. Iran mainly exported
apples, tomato and kiwi to
Russia during the four-month
period. Meanwhile, Russia
exported 473,662 tons of goods
worth 452.68$ million to Iran,
up %35.66 and %168.22 in
tonnage and value respectively
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by the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration
show. Iran’s exports to Russia
stoodat171,496 tons worth
93.56$ million, up %29.39 and
%36.84 in tonnage and value

YOY. Russia was the 8th biggest
exporter of goods to Iran over
the four months. The imports
mainly included nuclear
reactor parts, radio navigation
devicesand field corn.
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What's News

+What to Expect
From Tehran Auto
Show?2018

While the Iranian
automotive sector
is facing various
headwinds,
authorities are
moving ahead with
plans to hold a new
round of Tehran
International Auto
Show in November,
whentheannual event
iscustomarily held.
According to the
event’s director,
Alireza Ajezi, the
exhibition will be
held from Nov. 13 to
17,local automotive
website Asbe Bokhar
reported.

Since auto imports
have beenbanned and
Iranian carmakers’
French partners
have either left the
country or downsized
their presence in
Iran, Chinese firms
operating in the
marketare certain to
dominate thisround of
the exhibition.

Since US President
Donald Trump pulled
the country out of
the historic Iran
nuclear deal and
reimposed  harsh
sanctions against
Tehran, the country’s
automotive sector
has been struggling
to keep the factories’
wheels turning,
with European
partners shunning
the lucrative market
for fear of American
punishments.
Furthermore, due to
the US underhand
move, the value
of Iran’s rial has
plummeted to
unprecedented
lows, goading the
government toward
the introduction of
various measures to
cap imports so as to
preserve the country’s

shrinking hard
currency reserves
from complete

depletion. As part
of these measures,
the government of
President Hassan
Rouhani has banned
carimports.

Cars used to be the
second mostimported
goodsinto Iran before
theintroductionofthe
ban.

The newly-built Shahr
Aftab (Sun City)
exhibition center in
south Tehranistohost
thefive-day event.
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Theresa May Rules Out Second
Brexit Referendum

British Prime Minister TheresaMay hasruled outasecondreferendum

Japan still after exemption from
US boycott for Iran oil

Japan's oil wholesalers have repeated their demand, during the
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EDITORIAL

Vicious
Circle Of
Expensiveness

..eachoneisseekinga
definitive answer from
therelevantauthorities
to explainthereasons
of the circumstances.
Due to the seizure that
has been created in
these days atthelevel
of the economy of the
community and has
made people sensitive
toall prices,any changes
and fluctuationsin the
price of raw materials
are considered very
important because
this can dramatically
reduce the purchasing
power of many
segments of society and
hurdlesthe head ofthe
householdin supplying
daily necessities;
What has happened
unfortunatelyin thelast
fewmonths.

The purchasing
power that should
be strengthened by
increasing salaries.
But there was no
salary increase and
many factories and
factorieshavealsobeen
disposingoftheir forces
or shutting down their
entiresystemduetolack
ofraw materials.
However, to control
this situation, thereis
talk of a government
currency, butgiven the
recent cost, we must
say that the amount
or the currency is not
sufficiently allocated
to the unprofitable
producer or some
people are abusing.
As a result the basis
of pricing is the free
market currency
and prices have risen
so high. These days
more than ever,
manufacturers should
be supervised to take
legal action against
thosewhohavereceived
agovernmentcurrency
andyethave caused high
prices,

When  the
amount of goods
becomes expensive
in the country, , as a
result, these costs
show their impact on
itemsand other goods.
Because everythingis
interdependent and
you cannotseparate a
product from another.
For thisreason, there
isaneed to controlall
markets and to say that
we haveimported meat
and sold it in certain
markets, it can not
solve the problem ofthe
peopleand the economy
ofIran. When people see
lamb meatis expensive
they will buy chicken
meat so the price of
chicken meat will
becomealso expensive,
then turns to eggs and
quails, and so on.This
cycle continues until all
theitemsare expensive.

total

onBritain's exitfromthe European Union, sayingitwouldbeabetrayal
ofdemocracyand trust.UKvotersinJune 2016 approved areferendum
toleave the EU, withthe so-called "Brexit" duetogointo effecton March
29.Thedecisionhassparked politicaland economicturmoil and Britain
hasyettodecide ontheterms ofits exit from the union, whichithasbeena
partofforabout40years.UKlawmakersare expected to vote onafinal Brexit

dealin October. The British campaign group "The People's Vote" is calling for the

government's final Brexitdeal to be putbefore the countryinapublicvote, CNN reported.Writingin The
Telegraph onSeptember 1, May said she would not"give into those who wanttore-openthe whole question
withasecondreferendum... Toaskthe questionall overagain would be agrossbetrayal of our democracy

--andabetrayal of thattrust."

pastthree months, forbeing exempted from the sanctionsimposed
by the United States againstimports of Iran's crude oil.

Despite Washington's May 8 exit from the Iran Deal formally known
astheJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and its move to
give 90 to 180 wind-down period to other countries before it starts
re-imposingsanctions on Tehran on November 4, many world countries

endeavor to win exemption from US bans.Tokyo has asked Washington

to exemptJapan from the embargo, arguingitneeds the security of a diversified supply, Japan's
national broadcasting organization NHKreported on Sunday.The UShasbalked atthisrequestand
Japan has madelittle headway in talks, NHK reported while referring to the Iranian oilas the one

accounts for 5.5 percentof]apan's overall crude imports.

German FM: EU Will Not'Sit Like Rabbit
in Headlights'in Face of US Sanctions

A member of the Iranian

Parliament’s presiding board

said Sun. thatPresidentRouhani’s

case on his failure to convince

lawmakers on economic-related

questions willnotberefereed to
the]Judiciaryyet.

German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas
urged the European Union to stand up
foritsinterestsinthe face of sanctions
and excessive tariffs imposed on its
partners by Washington.

“We should notsitlike arabbitinthe
headlightsin the face of [US] economic
sanctions and tariffs. We must protect
our own interests.Itisnotonly the 80
million Germanswe are talking about,
itis Europe and the 500 million people

livingthere,” Maas said inan interview
with the newspaper Bild published on
Sunday.

“It leaves me wondering when
[President Donald] Trump lumps
Europetogether with Russiaand China
and calls them all enemies of the US,”
henoted.

Headded, however, thatitwould be “a
mistake to equate Trump with the rest
ofthe United States.”

“America is more than just tweets
coming out of the White House,” he
stressed.

In March, Washingtonimposed import
tariffs of 25 percenton steeland 10
percent on aluminum, effectively
placingataxonevery foreign shipment
ofthose metalsinto the United States.
Although the US initially postponed
their imposition on close trading
partners Canada, the European Union

and Mexico, in June 2018 the tariffs
wentinto effect.

The tariffs angered Washington’s
trading partners, who retaliated by
slapping similarlevies onimported US
goods.

On May 8,the US presidentsaid he was
withdrawing the US from the nuclear
agreementwith [ran and promised to
impose the “highestlevel” of sanctions
onthe country’s energy, petrochemical
and financial sectors despite objections
from Europe aswellas Russiaand China
whohaverepeatedly defended the deal.
He also threatened to punish foreign
companies that continue doing
businesswith Tehran.

Brussels, for its part, has pledged
to protect the interests of
European companies that could
suffer as a result of Washington’s
sanctions.

Inadditiontodeclaring
commitment,itis time for

Europeanstoact: Zarif

Iran's Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifsaysall members of the international
communityneed to stand up to the US’slaw-
breaking behavior or pay a high price after
Washington's unilateral move to withdraw
fromalandmarknucleardeal Iran signed
withtheP1+5 group of countriesin2015.
Speakingtoreporters, Zarif said European

countriesshould takeactionand be prepared
to pay the costs to be able to reap benefits
fromthe nuclear deal, officially knownasthe
JointComprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
"Wehavealreadyannounced thatinaddition
todeclaringtheir political commitment, itis
time for the Europeanstoact,” hesaid.

"These measures may also be costly, butif
different countries wantto reap benefits
from the JCPOA and if they believe thatthe
JCPOAis aninternational achievement,
they must be ready to safeguard these

achievements," the top Iranian diplomat
added.

The European signatories to the JCPOA have
offered different executive strategies to
protectthe deal, butthey should implement
them,added Zarif, one ofthe architects of the
nuclear pact, Press TVreported.

He noted that the US is pursuing a law-
breaking approach and pushing other
countries to follow suitand said, "The world
definitely needs to withstand this move;
otherwise, itwilllead toveryhigh prices."

NEWS

Ex-Envoy Sees Bright Future for Iran-
IraqTies

Iran’s formerambassador to Iraqruled out the possibility
ofany serious vacuum in Tehran-Baghdad relations, saying
the two neighbors will definitely bolster their ties despite
obstructive policies ofthe USand Saudi Arabia.Inaninterview
with Tasnim, Hassan Danaeifar said Iran and Iraq have
formed “integrated relations” and will keep boosting ties
withoutany serious vacuum in their economic, social and
cultural interaction.Asked about the negative impact of
the US sanctions on Iran-Iraq economic partnership, the
former ambassador said, “I believe that those sanctions
couldnotposeanobstacle to therelationsbetween Iranand
Irag. The two countries have broad tourismties and enjoy
remarkable economicinteraction. So the tieswould notbe
easilydamaged.”"He also denounced the hostile attemptsat
harming Iran-Iraq friendship, saying, “Some countries like
SaudiArabiaandthe USdonotlikeIran-Iraqties, seektoupset
them,andtrytoaffecttheiraudience by spreadingrumors.”

Iran ICT Ministry to Introduce
Roadmap for Countering US

Sanctions

To tackle USsanctions, the ICT Ministry has come up witha
packagethatcanassistIraninsurvivingsanctionsreimposed
by the USagainst Tehran.

Atop-level official at the ICT Ministry, Sirous Movasaqi says
the ministry has designed apackage aimingto addressthe
troubles caused by theimplementation of US sanctions for the
ICT sector,reported the ICT Ministry’s website.

Inresponseto USPresident Donald Trump’s movetorenege on
thehistoriclrannucleardeal,and the reimposition of sanctions
targetingthe country’svariousindustrial and technological
sectors, Movasaqisays the ICT Ministry has categorized the
upcoming challengesinthe sectorsitoverseesintoseveral
groupsand worked outsolutions foreach.
Amongthetopicsanalyzed by the ministry are the problems
withtheimportofintermediary goods for the expansionand
maintenance of the communications networks, transfer of
foreign currency and theincreaseinthe price of [CT-related
servicesand products.

Some ofthe solutions offered by the ministry are moderating
the USDratein contracts, using the stockmarket’s capacity to
provide telecommunication operators with much-needed
fundsand providing firm supportforlocal producers.

Zarifappearsbefore Parl. toanswer

lawmakers'questions

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohamamd Javad Zarifis attending
aParliament’s open session today to answer lawmakers’
questionsonnuclear deal talks,amongotherissues.
Thelraniantop diplomatwillbe questioned by representatives
of Tehran,Mashhad and Urmiaonissuesrelated to the status of
nuclear deal negotiations with the EU, dual-nationals, foreign
diplomacy to counter regional and international threats, as
wellastheillegal dam construction by neighboring countries.
The questioningsession for Zarif comesaweekafter President
Rouhaniappeared before Parliamentto answer aseries
of questionsraised by lawmakers on his administration’s
economicperformance. Rouhani’sanswersto four outoffive
questions failed to convince lawmakers, who were inquiring
abouthis government’s combating of smuggling, a high
unemploymentrate, severe economic downturn, and the
sharpdecline ofthe Iranianrial.Inthe pastfewmonths, Iranian
lawmakershave voted toremove Minister of EconomicAffairs
and Finance Masoud Karbasian, as well as Minister of Labor Ali
Rabieifrom office,due to economicwoes.

Labour Leader: Israel Controls UK Politicians’ Speech

UK Labourleader Jeremy Corbyn, who
isbattling allegations of anti-Semitism
in his party, came under fire fora 2010
speech where he said speeches British
lawmakers make are controlled by the Tel
Avivregime.

The videotaped remarks were made
during Corbyn’s meeting with the
Palestine Solidarity Campaignin London
following Israel’s deadly raid on an aid
flotilla thatattempted to break the years-
longblockade on the Gaza Strip, Daily Mail
reported.

During the May 2010 attack, 10 Turkish
activists onboard the Mavi Marmara
werekilled after Israelinaval commandos
boarded the shipand opened fire.
Criticizing British lawmakers’ pro-Israeli
reactionsto the attack, Corbynreportedly
said during the meeting thatthe MPs “all

turned up [to the debating chamber] with
apre-prepared script.'m sure our friend
Ron Prosor (the Israeli ambassador)
wrote it. Because they all came up with
the same key words. It was rather like
readinga European documentlooking for
buzz-words”.

“And the buzz-words were, ‘Israel’sneed
for security.’ And then ‘the extremism of
the people ononeship.” And ‘the existence
of Turkish militants on the vessel.’ Itcame
throughin every single speech, this stuff
came through,” headded.

The Israelilobby haslong complained
aboutwhatitcalls Corbyn’s tolerance for
anti-Semitismin his party.

Anopen criticofIsrael’s crimes against
the people of Palestine, Corbyn has drawn
fire from his opponents by allowing the
membersofhisparty to speak their mind

-l

aboutIsrael andits occupation of
Palestinianlands.

Earlier this week, the Campaign
Against Anti-Semitism launched
anonline campaign to pressure
Labourlawmakersintoissuinga

vote of no-confidence in Corbyn

and force him toresign.

The Labourleader mostrecently

came under fire for video footage
ofaspeechfrom 2013, where he

says “Zionists” can’tunderstand
British ways of thinking despite growing
up in the country. Corbyn defended his
remarks, saying by Zionists did notmean
Jews.

Meanwhile, Corbyn’salliesinand outside
ofthe UKhaverushedto hissupportinthe
face ofthe Israelimediaupsurge thattry
to portray himas an anti-Semite.
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lawmaker Haneen Zoabi
stated that the attacks against Corbyn
were “unjust, offensive and absurd”.
"Corbyn's criticismisjustified. And the
state, which deals with theft, murderand
racistactsunder the law of nationality,
isrightlyjustified by this criticism,"” the
Israeli Knessetmembersaid.




Isfahan permanent host of international film

festival for children and youth

“The 31th International Film Festival for Childrenand Youth
respects childrenasthe future builders of the country,” the
mayor of Isfahansaid.‘Holding ceremonies on the occasion of
Eid-e Ghadiralongwiththe festivalsand various celebrations
inthe 15 municipal districts of Isfahan, has created ahappy
atmosphere throughoutthe city, the mostimportanteventof
thesedaysisthe 31th International Film Festival for Children

5000Rials International Film Festival for Childrenand Youth has created

agreatatmosphere forIsfahani children,headded, “Thegood

Monday,September 3,2018, news for citizens is thatholding the festivals in Isfahan has
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Be Pioneer In EachOccasion

Thegiftplanallowsyou to remember the birthdays,anniversaries, and all the
memories you have withyourloved ones before them:. By subscribing to this
project,youwillbeable to send free giftstoanyplaceinthe provinceand printa
congratulatoryadvertisementinanewspaperwith special conditions:

With thisproject, youcansurprise allyourloved onesonall occasions.

32275050

@ hedieh@naslefarda.net @ @hediehnaslefarda

Alireza'Tabesh:

and Youth,” Ghodratollah Nowrouzisaid.Sayingthatthe 31th

become permanentand belongs
to this historical metropolis
forever”“We should watch
childrenback, because theyare
the futurebuilders of the cityand
countryaswell; 31thInternational
Film Festival for Childrenand Youth
considers respecting children, as
respectingthe future,” the mayor of Isfahan said.Pointing out
thatlsfahaniyouthand children canenjoywatchingthefilms of
the festival these days, he said, “International Film Festival for
Childrenand Youthhasbeenheldinordertoboostthechildren’s
talentand their participationinthesocialarenaasagroup.”

Children filmfest “celebration of aspiration”

The Farabi Cinema Foundation (CEO) called
the 31st International Film Festival for Children
and Youth as “celebration of an aspiration”
and said this is a place for direct encountering of children

andyouth film producers of our country.

In his message to the festival which wasinaugurated in
central Province of Isfahan on Aug 30, Alireza Tabesh said
the event can take the responsibility foran influencing
role.Accordingto the festivals news headquarters, in his
message foraudiences and organizers of this event, the
official described children asleaders who help adults to
usemediaproducts especiallymodern communication
media.“This eventis underway while the industry
conditionand the cultural sectionsrelated in childrenand
youth staysin an exceptional and rare situation during
therecenthalfcentury. Thisisatype of situation which
canarouse fearand hope simultaneously in the heart of
thosewhoareinterested and concerned for thisindustry,”
the message reads.As per the message, “the amount
oftaking advantage of cultural products by the new
generationisunprecedented. Accordingto the statistics
and theresearch studies, this generation spend more
than one fourth of theirlife with several cultural products
(cinema, television, modern communicational Medias
and books) and thisis the most promising cultural space
realities of these days.”“Although we were concerned
aboutnotwelcoming cultural products by children and
youth during the pastperiods, now we are encountering
with those youth thatnot only use these products on
daily basis and continuously. They also enjoy from high
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level of medialiteracy in away thatthey can guide us for
using these media products, the latest communication
technologiesin particular.”“Although this promising
facthasanotherside, whichisthe concernofnotbeing
able to provide them the convenientdomestic products,
therefore the youngand thirsty generation, due to the
lack of appropriate content, inevitable leads to the
productswhich arenotin coherence with Iranian culture,
literature or beliefs. This concernis frustrating, and if
notaddressed adequately, could turn thisimportantand
historicopportunityintoahuge, burdensome threat,” the
message added.“We think that, this festival and its golden
butterflies can help usin orderto eliminate this concern
and to enforce thathope,”headded.“Asaplace for direct
encountering of our country’s children and youth movie
producers, this festival can take the responsibility foran
influencingrolein this space.Ifitcan keepits healthy and
prolificrelationship, the children and youth cinemaasa
motherindustry, not only will enjoy from affluence and
tranquility, butalso it will guide its related industries
toward anoticeablerevolution.”

Arttherapy neglected in medical treatments

"Few hospitals have provided
appropriatestandardsforarttherapy,and
fewpeople knowaboutit," the director
of Tabasomarttherapyassociationsaid.

Pointing to the necessity of paying
attention to the significantrole of the
artinthe field of treatment, Fatemeh
Hosseinpour said, "Art therapy is a
science thathasreceived worldwide
attention due toits undeniable effects
onpatients."Expressingregretaboutthe
inattention of some hospitals toward the
appropriate standards forsick children,
she continued, "InIran,afewpeopleare
completelyaware aboutthearttherapy
method; culture-building practicesis

neededinthisregard."

Saying that this association was
launchedin 2015, with the purpose of
familiarizing people witharttherapy by
creatingartworks and helping children
affected with chronic diseases and
childrensufferingfrommentalillnesses,
sheadded, "Inthisregard, holding the
national paintingfestivalandalsoholding
amarketplace with the help of various
organizations hasbeen carried outtill
nowtogetacquainted withthismethod.”
"Arttherapy canreach to a desirable
result when different majors like
medicine, paramedicine, psychology,
civilengineering agriculture, information

technology, electricity, and etc. be
connectedtoeachother” she continued.
Arttherapyisusedall overtheworldforall
people; whetherill people orhealthyone.
Ithasbeen taughtofficiallyasascience
since 50 years ago, and has left good
resultssofar.
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