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Tehran to host Eastern
Mediterraneanregion’s

health ministers

The sixty-sixth Session of the WHO Regional
Committee for the Eastern Mediterraneanisset
tobeheldin Tehran, said Iranian health minister.
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Iranian Minister of Healthand Medical Education
Saeed Namaki said that the Sixty-sixth Session
ofthe WHO Regional Committee for the Eastern
Mediterraneanisscheduled tobe held in Tehran
from 14to 17 October 2019.

Referring to the importance of holding this
summitin Tehran,he mentioned thatthe presence
of the health ministers of the WHO Eastern
Mediterranean Regionin Tehranindicates the
management of the health system of Iran in
promotinghealth goals.

Holding such meetings with regional countries
and WHO senior officialsin Tehran demonstrate
the failure of hostile policies againstIran, he
added.

Importanthealthissues oftheregional countries
willbediscussed inthe WHO Regional Committee
forthe Eastern Mediterranean, Namakinoted.
Ending preventable newborn, child and
adolescentdeaths, strengthening nursing and
midwifery, strengthening the hospital sector,
developing national institutional capacity for
evidence-informed policy-making for health
and acceleratingregional implementation of the
UN Political Declaration on the Prevention and
Control of Noncommunicable Diseases are the
keyissueswhich willbe discussedinthissession,
Iranian health minister said.The effects of cruel
USsanctionsonIranian people which have made
access to medicine and medical equipment
difficultis one the mainissuesinthismeeting, he
mentioned.

Health tourism is another topic which will
be discussed on the sidelines of this meeting,
he added.Health ministers and high-level
representatives of the 22 countries and
territories ofthe WHO Eastern Mediterranean
Region, partner organizations and civil society,
will take partin the Sixty-sixth Session of the
WHO Regional Committee for the Eastern
Mediterranean.The 4-day program will also
include theissues of eradication of poliomyelitis,
health, environment, climate change,
implementation of the Eastern Mediterranean
vaccine action planand regional malariaaction
plan, mental health care,implementation of the
regional framework on cancer prevention and
control,and implementation of the global action
planonantimicrobial resistance.

The Sixty-fifth Session of the WHO Regional
Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean was
held in Khartoum, Sudan.

Iran commercial ports'

operationsrise

Iranian commercial ports are buzzing with
activity, the latest figures released by the Ports
and Maritime Organization of Iran show.

More than 72.81 million tons of commodities
wereloadedand unloadedinIran’s21 commercial
ports during the firsthalfofthe current Iranian
year (March 21-Sept.22) toregistera2.56%
growth compared with the corresponding period
oflastyear.

Non-oilgoodsaccounted for 50.22 million tons of
the total throughput, showinga4.74% year-on-
yearrise.

Theremaining 22.59 million tons pertained to oil
products,indicatinga 1.96% decrease YOY.
Containerloading and unloading declined by
47.24%tostandat 663,613 TEUs.
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Iran’s Top Banker: No Problemin
Importing Food, Medicine

The Governor of the Central Bank of Iran said
theimportoffoodstuffand medicineinto the
country hasnotruninto trouble despite the

USsanctions.

=

Inanaddressto
aconference on
global economy
and sanctions,
Abdonnaser
Hemmati said
the necessary
arrangements have
been made to thwart
the hostile plots for

obstructing the export 3\5"3

NEWS

importoffoodstuffand

Central BankofIranas

offood and medicine to Development Fund,
Iran. medicineisnotcarried a war crime, saying it a move US President
“The enemies were outthroughtheCentral obstructedthepurchase Donald Trumpdescribed
seeking to create Bankchannel. of medicines and asthe“highestlevel of
restrictions (onlran’s [n  comments on foodstuff. sanctions”.

imports), but thanks Wednesday, Foreign In September, the US The US sanctions
tothetacticsadopted, Minister Mohammad Department of the on Iran intensified
thereisnoproblemin javadZarifhad decried Treasury slapped after Washington’s
theimportoffoodand theUSadministration’s sanctionsontheCentral withdrawal from the

medicine,” headded.

decision to impose Bank of Iran and the 2015Irannucleardeal
Hemmatinoted thatthe pew sanctions on the country’s National inMay2018.
. with materializing objectives facing this sector.
CBI governor: The currenteconomic problems facing the country canbe
Iran's FOREXI’QSCPVGS increase settled through cooperation and collaboration of officials,
lastyear Hemmatiadded.

Governor of Central Bank of Iran (CBI) Abdolnaser
Hemmatisaid thatforeign exchange reserves ofthe country
increased inthe pastyear (ended March 20,2019).

He made the remarksin West Azarbaijan province late
on Fri.inaDialogue Council Meeting between publicand
private sectorsand added, “moreover,animportant part
offoreign currency required forimporting productsinto
the country has been provided using exportofnon-oil
commodities.”

He called onthose whoareactive in the economicsector of
the country to understand the condition of countryinline

Elsewhere in his remarks, Hemmati pointed to the
problems of exporters onthe way of repatriation of foreign
exchangeand added, “itshould be tried to create abalance
betweenimportsand exports,sothatthose whoareactive
inthe economic sector play an influential role in this
regard.”

Repatriation of exports currency by exporters to the
economic cycle ofthe countryis essential’, he said,adding,
“hence, Central Bank of Iran will make its utmost efforts to
solve problems facing exportersin the field of returning
their exports currencyinto the country.”

Iran Boosting Maritime

Transportdespite US Sanctions:
Official

CEO ofIran’s Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO)
Mohammad Rastad highlighted the failure of the US
sanctions against the country and said despite the
economic pressures, the Islamic Republic’s maritime
transportis progressing well. Speaking to Tasnim in the
southwestern city of Bushehr, Rastad said one of the
objectivesbehind the USsanctions againstIranisto create
obstaclesto the country’s transitroutes and foreign trade.
However, he added, the maritime transport and trade
processes have, fortunately, continued well, relying on

domesticcapabilitiesand capacities.

Rastad further said one of the major plans ofthe PMO is
toboosttrade with different countries,adding thatin this
regard, numerous transitagreements have been signed
between the [slamicRepublicand regional countries.

The official pointed to atrilateral transitdeal betweenIran,
India, and Afghanistan called the Chabahar Agreementand
saiditaimstoimprove the transitactivities between the
three countries.The governments of Iran, Afghanistan,and
Indiain May 2016 signed the Chabahar Agreement, which
isaregional transportnetworkinitiative.ltaims to create
areliable transportcorridor for the smooth transport
andtransitofgoods andservices through Chabahar Port
between the three countries.The Iranian portof Chabahar
provides easyaccessto the seato Afghanistan.
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Iran Becoming Self-Sufficientin
Heavy Tire Industry: Minister

[ran’s Minister of Industry,Mine sufficiency in the heavy tire
and Trade said the countryis industry.Leaderofthe Islamic
goingtoachieveself-sufficiency Revolution Ayatollah Seyed
intheproductionofheavytires. ~Ali Khamenei has repeatedly
Speaking to Tasnimin Ardabil, called for efforts to stimulate
RezaRahmanisaid on Saturday domesticproductionand combat
thatIranwill become fully self- unemployment,Duringavisittoa
sufficient in manufacturing scientificexhibition on Tuesday,
heavytiresassoonasfourmajor the Leaderassured the Iranian
tirefactoriescomeintooperation knowledge-based companies
indifferentprovinces. and the enterprises working
Headded thatdevelopmentof onadvancedtechnologies that
atire factoryinthe province of hewould dothebesttoremove
Ardabil would pushIran30% obstacles in the way of the
closer to the target of self- youths'scientificprogress.
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What's News

WBpredicts
Iran’s
economyto
moveoutof
recessionin

2020

In its latest report,
World Bank (WB)
forecast that Iran’s
economy willmove out
ofdownturnin2020.
Although Iran’s
economy will
experience negative
growth by the end of
2019 butit[Iran] can
experience its first
positive economic
growth in next year
after the recent
sanctions imposed
againstthe country.
The World Bank
predicted thatIslamic
RepublicofIranwillbe
abletoselland export
500,000 barrels of
oil/day (bpd), so that
it is expected that
[ran’seconomy willbe
expanded 0.1 percent
in2020.

Also, World Bank
experts estimated
that Iran’s economy
canexperienceaone
percent growth in
2021, the figure of
which indicates that
Iran will move out of
recession completely
inthisperiod.
However;inflationrate
willremain above 20
percent,the WBadded.
Of course, the World
Bank believes
that depreciation
of national unit
of currency ‘rial’
in coming years
can increase
competitiveness of
exports of Iranian
goods and services
in the region.On the
other hand, other
issues such as more
impositionofsanctions
onthevolume oftrade
and current financial
exchanges may be
considered as a risk
ahead of Iranian
economy.

For more flexibility
againstexternal socks,
the World Bankexperts
adviseIslamicRepublic
of Iran to diversify
economy with afocus
on non-oil sector
and governmental
revenues.
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US Says

Deploying

More Forces
to Saudi
Arabia

The Pentagon
announced Friday it
was bolstering US
forcesin SaudiArabia
after Riyadh asked
for reinforcements
following the
September 14 attacks
on Saudi oil plants
which Washington
blamesonIran.
Defense Secretary
Mark Esper said that
two fighter squadrons
and additional missile
defense batteries
were being sent to
Saudi Arabia, for a
total of about 3,000
new troops from
September thisyear,
AFPreported.

"It is clear that
the Iranians are
responsible for the
recentattacks on Saudi
Arabian oil facilities,"
heclaimed.
"Despite Iran's
attempts to deny
theirinvolvement, the
evidencerecovered so
far provesthat Tehran
isresponsibleforthese
attacks."

The September 14
attacks knocked out
two major processing
facilities of state
oil giant Aramco in
Khurais and Abqaiq,
roughly halving
Saudi Arabia's oil
production.
Tensions have
elevated between
Iranand Saudi Arabia
since the retaliatory
attacks by Houthis
on Saudi oil facilities.
Saudi Arabiaand the
US pinned the blame
for the Yemeniraids
onTehran.Irandenies
anyinvolvementinthe

attacks.

Iran open to talking to Saudi Arabia:
FM Zarif

[ranian Foreign Minister, Mohammad Javad Zarif stressed that
[ranhas alwaysbeen open to talking to Saudi Arabia directly.
"We've always been open to discussing anything with Saudi
Arabia. Saudi Arabiais our neighbor. We're going to be here
together permanently," Mohammad Javad Zarif said in an
interviewwith Turkey's TRT World.

"We don't have any choice but to talk to each other,and we
have been open to talking to Saudi Arabia either directly or
throughintermediaries," Zarifnoted."We've never rejected any
intermediary... We've always been open to mediation,and we've

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security
Council (SNSC) Ali Shamkhanideplored anattack
onanlIranianoil tankerinthe Red Seanear Saudi
Arabia on Friday and pledged that such “evil
deeds” will notgo unanswered.

“Piracy and evil deedsin
international waterways,
which are carried out
with the aim of making

NEWS

| - commercial ships’sailing

insecure, will not go
unanswered,” Shamkhani said on
Saturday.

alwaysbeen opentodirecttalks with our Saudineighbors," the top
diplomatnoted whenasked aboutthe upcomingvisitofPakistan's
Imran Khan to Tehran.

Inhisinterview with TRT, Zarif emphasized that Saudi Arabia
needs to startgood relations with its neighbors ifitwants to be
secure."Buyingweapons willnotbuyyou security. If Saudi Arabia
wantstobesecure, the bestwayis toend the warin Yemen, to start
goodrelationswithitsneighborsand the neighborhood, and not
totrustthe US," he said.The top diplomatalsoreferred toapeace
plan, officially called Hormuz Peace Endeavor (HOPE), proposed
by President Hassan Rouhani during hisrecent speech atthe
annual meeting ofthe UN General Assembly, saying the initiative
callson "all eight countriesin the Persian Gulfregion tojoininan

Evil Deeds in Int’l Waterways Notto Go
Unanswered: Iran’s Shamkhani

attemptto bring peace through
dialogue."
"Wehopeitcanbediscussed
and further enriched by our
neighbors,"headded.
Elsewherein his remarks,
Zarifmentioned to Turkey’s
military operation in
northern Syria, saying, “While
Iran understands Turkey’s
security concerns, itdoes notbelieve
thatsecurity could be achieved through acts
ofaggressionandinvasion againstSyria”.

NEWS

Irancarefullyinvestigating oil
tankerexplosions: govt. spox

[ranian Government Spokesman Ali Rabiei says Tehran
isthoroughly investigating the Friday explosions onan
Iranian oil tankerinthe Red Seawithnohaste.Inanote
released on Saturday, Rabiei wrote thatatatime when
theregionisindire need of peace asaremedy to the
longstanding conflicts and tensions, there stillare many
whodonottolerate conciliationamongnationsand seize
every opportunity to aggravate the situation to secure
their ownexistence.“The mostrecentcase of suchvicious
actswastheattackonthelranianoiltankerinthe Red Sea,”
headded.The spokesmannoted that the government
isthoroughly investigating the incident withoutany
haste.“The appropriate response will be given to the
perpetratorsofthis cowardlyattack, butwe will waittill all
theaspectsofthisplotarerevealed,” Rabieisaid.Elsewhere
inhisnote, Rabiei criticized the USand those whoaccused
Iran of disrupting free shippingin the Persian Gulfand

“A special committee has been
established to investigate the
attackonthe SABITIvessel, which
was targeted by two missilesnear
the coastofSaudi Arabiainthe Red
Sea,” hesaid.

The top security official added that
areportwill be submitted to the
responsible authorities so that
adecision ontheissue would be
made.

“By reviewing existing video
images and the gathered
informationand evidence, the main

dangerousadventurism have been
found,” he said.

According to mediareports, the
Iranian oil tanker was hit by two
suspected rockets on Friday off
the coastofSaudi Arabiaand oilis
leaking from the vessel.

The oil tanker was 60 miles (97km)
from the Saudi portcity of Jeddah
whentheincidenttookplace, the
reportssaid.

There was no immediate
acknowledgment from Saudi
Arabiaabouttheblasts.

backdrop ofincreased tensions
between Iran and Saudi Arabia
after attacks by Yemeniforces on
the kingdom’s oil facilities, with
Washington and Riyadh claiming
Iran wasbehind them. Iran denies
anyinvolvementintheattacks.

The Yemeni Houthi Ansarullah
movementimmediately took credit
for the attacks, but US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo swiftly accused
Iran of being behind the assault,
without providing any evidence.
Tehran categorically rejected the

clues about (those behind) this

Friday’sincident came againstthe

allegations.

Daesh Militants Break Out
of Syrian Prison Camp after
Turkish Shelling

Detained members of the Daesh (ISIL/ISIS) terrorist
group managed to escape from a Kurdish-run prisonin
northeastern Syria on Friday after Turkish shellinghitthe
area.

Itcomesas one hundred thousand terrified civilians fled
the Turkishincursioninto Syria. Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan's troops continue to advance - with Ankara
claimingithaskilled 342 Kurdish fighters,accordingto The
Daily Mail.

"Five terrorists escaped from Navkur after shelling struck
near the prison," said an official from the Syrian Democratic
Forces, the de facto army of the autonomous Kurdish
region.

Video has emerged showing a number of prisoners
escaping the compound, after Turkish mortar fire against
Syrian Democratic Forces trying to move the occupants.

A Kurdish official said the Jerkin facility, another nearby
prison, had also come under regular Turkish fire,
increasingthe chancesofabreakouttheretoo.

Thevideo shared by officials shows ashelllandingin the
courtyard of whatappearstobeaprison facility in the city
of Qamishli.Secondslater,ahandful of men opendoorsand

seemtobetryingtoleave.

An official with the mostly Kurdish Syrian Democratic
Forcessayssomeofthemeninthevideoare security guards
seeking to contain the escape and regain control of the
prisoners.

The prospectofmassbreakoutsis causing deep concern
among many foreign powers, who fear the return on their
soil of Daesh terrorists and the resurgence of the group in
theregion.

Accordingto the Kurdish militia,some 12,000 men are held
insevendetention centersacross Kurdish-controlled areas.
Air strikes, artillery bombardments and small arms fire
raged throughoutborder settlementsalong the 75-mile
frontfora third day, with Turkish Foreign Minister Hulusi
Akar announcing Turkey's forces had "neutralized"
hundreds of "terrorists".

Kurds announced camps packed with 20,000 displaced
people, including the wives and children of Daesh
terrorists, were to be evacuated south after they were hit
by Turkish shelling.

Meanwhile, atthe Al-Hawl camp further south, notorious
forhousing British Daesh bride Shamima Begum, rioting
and escape attempts werereported as news of Erdogan's
offensivereached the facility.

Doctors Without Borderssaid itwas forced toshutdowna
hospital, which served more than 200,000 people, because
ofthe spreadingviolence.

puttheblame onIranforlastmonth attacks on Saudioil
facilities, saying, “l wonder whether they defend free
shippingintheinternational watersagainand condemn
theattacksonthelraniantanker!”

Two separate explosions, possibly caused by missile
attacks, hitanIranian oiltanker operated by the National
[ranian Tanker Company (NITC) nearthe Saudiportcity of
Jeddah,inwhat Tehran callsa"dangerousadventure".The
incidenttookplacesome 60 milesfromJeddahearly Friday,
accordingtoastatementbythe NITC.Theexplosionshave
hitthevessel’shull, causingheavy damagestothevessel’s
twomaintanks, whichhasresultedinanoil spillinthe Red
Sea.Thespilliscurrentlystopped.Itsaid the crewmembers
arecurrentlysafeandnone ofthemhasbeenharmedinthe
explosions. Thetankerisheaded backtothe Persian Gulf.

Iran’sresistanceagainstenemies
knowsnolimits: IRGC emdr.

Chief Commander of Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps (IRGC) Major General Hossein Salami said thatno
limits canbe considered for [ran’sresistance againstits
enemies.‘[ranian nation’sresistancein face ofenemies
knowsnoboundaries,”hesaid on Friday whileaddressing
IRGCpersonnelin Ardabil, northwestIran.“We will not
lettheenemysetfootonoursoiland with our presencein
thousands ofkilometersaway from our borders, we will
preventtheenemy’s plotsand hostilities,” he highlighted.
“IRGCwill expand the geography of resistance and when
the enemy sees the growth of this geography and the
IslamicRepublic’sdiscoursethenitshouldleave thefield,”
headded.He wentonto say thatthe spiritof resistance
intheIranian nation has disappointed and confused
enemies,adding, “Today, we have agrave responsibility
to continue the path ofresistance.”Elsewhere, pointing
toSaudiaggression on Yemen, Salami said that “Yemenis
areanoppressed butresistantnationwhohave overcome
enemieswithallmightand with God’s will despite being
under heavyattacks.”

“Today, the Americans and the British are mediating for
atruceandare pleading Yemenis for a ceasefire,” he said,
addingthatone ofthe weakest Muslim nations stood tall
againstthe mostpowerful ‘system of evil’and earned

Children, firstvictims of US
‘economicmassacre’: Iran UN
delegate

Iranian children are the first victims of the US’ economic
terrorism againstthe Islamic Republic, says Mohammad
Hassaninejad, Counselor of Iran’s Permanent Mission to the
United Nations.

He made the remark in his address before the UN Third
Committee, where Member States voiced their concernsabout
thesituation ofchildren deprived oftheir "fightforeducation".
Accordingtoreports presented during the session, itappears
thatin2018,9 million children were starvingbefore the age of
5,264 millionwereworkingand 420 million children, ornearly
oneinfive childrenworldwide,lived in conflict-affected areas, not
tomentionthe 121 million children whodid notattend school.
Atthecurrentrate,saysonereport, by 2030,less than halfofthe
world'stwobillion children will be able to complete high school

toacquiretheskillstheyneedtosucceedinlife,atschooland at

work.

Speaking before the Third Committee, Mohammad
Hassaninejad Pirkouhi, Counselor of the Permanent Mission
oftheIslamic RepublicofIranto the UN, noted that one-fifth of
theworld'schildrenliveinaconflictzone,and regretted thatone
billion childrenare facingsome form of violence and thatthose
whoattackthemarenotpunished.

Hesaid the US’ unlawful and unilateral measuresinimposing
sanctionsonIranhaveinflicted the mostdamage tovulnerable
people.“Intheface of global silence and indifference, Iranian
childrenare thefirstvictims ofthe US’ economicmassacre,” he
said.Despite the unfair conditionsimposed from the outside, he
continued, [ranhas managed toachieve considerable progress
regardingtheimprovementofchildren’slife.

Inlran, hesaid, 2019 hasbeen declared the Year ofthe Review
oftheRights ofthe Child. Inaddition, the nationalitylaw of 2019
makesitpossibletograntIraniannationalityto childrenbornto
anlranianmotherandaforeignfather.

victoryby God’s grace.
', A

o

1. )

[ran
isalso fighting child labor,
and abillwill, once adopted, combatviolence againstchildren,
hesaid.Inaddition, vaccination campaigns are conducted,and
thegapbetweenboysandgirlsineducationhasbeeneliminated.
Finally, the delegate concluded, more than 500,000 refugee
childrenarestudyingin Iranianschools.
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Z.arif: Securityisnotachieved through

aggression

Foreign Ministersaid Iran understands Turkey's demand to improve
the security situation, butthe security can notbe achieved through

aggressionandarmedinvasion of Syria.

Inaninterviewwith Turkish statetelevision (TRT), broadcasted on Friday,
Mohammad Javad Zarifsaid the Islamic Republicof Iran has offered Turkey

betteroptions.

10000 Rials

Headded: "The Adanaagreementremainsvalid and Iranisready to mediate between the Kurds,
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withthe Turkishgovernment."
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Morning call to prayer:

its interview with
Turkey's TRT World,
stressing that Turkey
and Syriashould guard
their joint border
together and Iran
canhelp themin this
regard.“The Adana

04:45:18 Agreementbetween

! Turkey and Syria—
Néon'call PDmRR L stillvalid—can be the
11:49:38 better path toachieve
Evening call to prayer: security. Iran can

17:51:10

WEATHER

help bring together
the Syrian Kurds,
the Syrian Govt, and
Turkey so that the
Syrian Army together
with Turkey can guard
the border,” Zarif
wrote on his official
Twitter account on
Saturday.

the Turkish governmentand Syriatoassignthebordersecurity tothe Syrianarmyin cooperation

Iran’s Top Banker: No Problem in
Importing Food, Medicine

Pentagon confirms new military deployments to
Saudi Arabia

Washington announced that it will deploy more US

troops to Saudi Arabia with the excuse of confronting Iran

while President Trump said that Saudis will pay for this

deployment.

The US Departmentof Defense said in
astatementon Friday thatthe Trump
administration would deploy an
additional 3,000 troops as well as air
defense systems to Saudi Arabia.

"AttherequestofUS Central Command,
Secretary of Defense Mark Esper
authorized the deployment of
additional US forces and the following
equipmentto the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia: Two fighter squadrons; one Air
Expeditionary Wing (AEW); two Patriot
batteries; one Terminal High Altitude
Area Defense system (THAAD),"
Defense Department chiefspokesman
Jonathan Hoffman said in the statement.
“We are sending more troops to Saudi
Arabia,” Trump said later on Friday.
“SaudiArabia, atmyrequest, hasagreed
topayus foreverythingwe are doing to

help them and we appreciate that.”
“The United States is deploying
additional forces and military
equipmentto Saudi Arabiato enhance
its defensive capabilities and to help
restore deterrence against Iranian
aggression,” US Secretary of States Mike
Pompeo claimedinaFriday tweet.
The deployment comes as Yemeni
Ansarullah forceslaunched anattackin
mid-September on Saudi oil facilities,
seriously damaging two major oil
processing facilities and temporarily
knockingoutsome 5.7 million barrels
ofthe country's daily oil output. Saudi
and US officials rushed to blamed Iran
for the attack without providing any
credible evidence. Tehran strongly
rejected any involvement, warning
thatitwill give afirmresponse to any
miscalculations.
American officials have admitted
that Saudi Arabia’s mostly US-made
defenses failed to interceptany of the
drones, orasthey claim, cruise missiles
thatcarried outthe precision attacks
even though they flew hundreds of
kilometersover Saudi territories.

China

US announces "phase one"
trade deal reached with

The US and Chinese negotiatorsreached a
preliminary agreement Friday that will
ease trade tensions, but it falls short of a
comprehensive deal.

Accordingto CBS News, the US hasreached a
preliminarytrade deal with China, US President
Donald Trump announced Friday.
Aspartofthe deal, Chinahasagreed tosome
intellectual property protections and will step
up USagricultural purchases. Inreturn, the US
will suspend a tariffhike scheduled for October
15onroughly $250billion in Chinese imports.
Trump said the deal would result in an
additional $40 billion to $50 billion in farm

purchasesby China.

No decisionhasbeen made about whether to
proceed with another round of US tariffs on
Chinese imports, mostly consumer goods,
slated to take effect on December 15, US
Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer told
reporters.

The White House said the two sides made some
progress on the thornierissues, including
China'slax protection of foreign intellectual
property.

But more work will have to be made on key
differencesinlater negotiations, including US
allegations that China forces foreign countries
tohand overtrade secretsinreturnforaccessto
the Chinese market.

The deal also doesnotaddress Huawei, the
Chinesetelecom giantthathasbeenblacklisted
by the US

Europe's pretext for evading Iran's demands

The opportunity to save the JCPOA (the nuclear deal

concluded between Iran and the 145 groupin 2015)

isnarrowing down, but the European signatories of

theinternational deal, known as EU3 (Britain, France

and Germany), are not daring enough to counter the

USand acceptthe expenses of theirresistance against
Washington’sillegal withdrawal from the JCPOA.

By: Hamid Bayati

The European countries are evading
their responsibility to fulfill their
commitments under the pretext that
companiesare private, claiming thatdue
tothe companies’ non-governmental
status they arenotable to force them to
trade with orinvestin Iran.

Based ontheevidence, the EU3 can grant
legal guarantees to their companies to
protectthem againstthe USsanctions.
Shireen Hunter, a professor at
Georgetown University, has said, “The
currentlaws are not very effective in
countering American sanctions.
Moreover, therealissueisthat Europe
doesnotwantto escalate confrontation
with America for the sake of Iran.”

The European countries’ refusal to fulfill
their commitments to the nuclear deal
ismostly different from their resistance
approachagainstthe US pressurein 1996
when Washingtonimposed sanctions
against Cuba without companionship
ofits European partners.In 1996, the
European nations managed to resist
againstthe US viaratifying new laws.
Now thereisaquestion whether Europe
is currently able to resistagainstthe US
pressure and unilateralismastheydidin
case of Cuba?

Professor Hunter says, “Iran issueis
more complicated than Cubabecause
itislinked to other Middle East-related
issues. Europe has very little economic
relations with Cuba. Moreover, America
was not so keen in getting European
cooperationregarding Cubathanithas
beenvisavislran. The mainissueisthat
Europe does not wantto endangerits

economicinterestsin Americaforlran's
sake.”

Bloomberg news network’s analyst
Janothan Tirone also believes that the
European Union’s reactions towards
the USmeasures againstIran and the
JCPOA is mostly summarized in political
gestures, holding meetings and issuing
statementsinsupportofthenucleardeal.
The analystsays Europe hasbeenvery
slowinapplying policiesto decrease the
US sanction pressure onIran.

He further said last summer Europe
unveiled anew version ofblockinglaw to
counterthe USsecondarysanctions.
The blocking law approach allows
the European companies to lodge a
complaintbefore the European courts
and demand compensationifthey face
the USsanctions for theirtrade with Iran.
Butthe said blockinglaw approach has
notthusfarbeenimplemented.

The EU still lacks a united policy to turn
rhetoricto applicable policies. In the
meantime, deep engagement of the
European and US economies means
that European politicians do not want
to face severereaction from European
companies which donotwantto choose
oneatthe costofthe USmarket.
Attheend,itshould be mentioned that
the European countries’ action over
preliminarynucleardealin2003 and also
overthe JCPOA testifies their disloyalty to
theirpromises. The Europeansignatories
of the JCPOA have not thus far done
any acceptable measure to convince
Iranto stayin the deal. Now, instead of
pressing Brussels to protectthe JCPOA
asanimportantinternational deal, Paris
has given a one-month time to Iran to
agree with French President Emmanuel
Macron’s plan to save the deal.

Measures adopted by both the EU and the
USsince May 2018, when Donald Trump
withdrew Washington from the JCPOA,
have proved that Tehran mustneverrely
onthe Westernside’s promises and that
Brussels mustshoulderitsresponsibility
to convince Irantoremaininthe deal.
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