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Conclusion of contract
forindigenizing ¢¢

automotive parts

An official in charge the Ministry of
Industry, Mine and Trade for Industrial
Affairs Mehdi Sadeghi Niyaraki said on
Saturday that 77 important automotive
partsincarindustry willbeindigenized.
For this purpose, a contract has been
inked with leading automotive parts
manufacturing companies.
Manufacturingthe said 77 automotive parts
inthe country will save $91 million worth of
foreign currency,headded.

With the cooperation made between
Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade and
domestic parts manufacturers,anumber
of 77 partsneeded in automotive industry
havebeenindigenized, Sadeghi Niyaraki
stated.

Also, acontracthasbeen concluded for
indigenizing automotive parts with a
leading parts manufacturing company, he
said, adding, “accordingly, it will save more
than €85 million worth of foreign exchange
inayear”

He further noted thatnine automotive parts
have so far been manufactured, adding,
“weare determined toaccelerate domestic
production of automotive parts in car
industry ofthe country.”

Chabahar to play bigger
role in Iran steel output

Plans are underway to increase the steel
outputin ChabahardistrictofIran’s Sistan and
Baluchestan province to 10 million tons per
year by 2025, said the managing director of
Chabahar Free Trade Zone.

Abdolrahim Kordi added thatIran plans to
produce 55 million tons per year of steel by
2025,and 10 million tons of this volume will
accountfor Chabahar district.

The construction operation of the Chabahar
steel plantisnow 22% complete, and it is
projectedtobecome operational inthe coming
years.

Kordi noted that a consortium on steel
production hasbeensetupinthe country,and
eastern Iran will soon become a point for the
steel export.

Shareholders of the Chabahar steel plant,
whichisunder construction,arethe Chabahar
Free Trade Zone, Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Development and Renovation
Organization (IMIDRO), the Bank Mellat, the
Omid Mining Industry Development Holding
and the Investment Fund of Pasargad Oil
Company.

Iran’s crude steel outputstood at 24.52 million
tonsin 2018, Worldsteel declared,up 17.7%
yearonyear.

The country aims tobecome the world’s sixth-
largeststeel produceras perthe 20-Year Vision
Plan, which targets annual production capacity
expansionto 55 milliontonsand 20-25 million
tons ofexports peryearby 2025.

Iranian steel mills have so far realized 34
million tons ofthe capacity target.

The country aims tobecome the world’s
sixth-largest steel producer as per the
20-Year Vision Plan, which targets annual
production capacity expansion to 55
million tons and 20-25 million tons of
exportsperyear by 2025.

Iranian steel mills have so far realized 34
million tons ofthe capacity target.
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Eightforeign banks join Russian transfer

system

Eightforeign banks have signed up for the
Russian version of the worldwide payments
system Swift, launched tobypass US sanctions,
accordingto the Central Bank of Russia.

mymm = The System for
%”JJL” the  Transfer

of Financial

hsEn&ng Messages (SFPS)
was launched in

NEWS December 2017

EEE response to

fears that Russia could
be cut off from Swift, the
system that allows for
bank-to-bank transfers
around the world,
accordingto The Moscow
Times.

Speaking at a banking
conference in Moscow,
Alla Bakina, who leads
the development and
roll-out of the system for
the Central Bank said,
“We have provided the
opportunity for foreign
banks and legal entities
to connectto SPFS. Today,
the system has around
400 users, includingeight

<.
i

foreign entities.”
Bakinaadded thatusage
of Swiftwasalso growing,
with daily traffic on the
service around 15% of
thatrecorded on Swift —
up from 11%]lastyear.
Three of the foreign
banks are already using
the system, and five are
awaiting approval to
join.Bakinasaid thatthe
banks wereregisteredin
countries ofthe Eurasian
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Economic Union,
according to RIA Novosti.
Iran,asacountry under
the US sanctions and
cut off from Swift, has
also set up its own
payment system called
the Special Trade and
Finance Institute (STFI),
inparallel to EU's trade
mechanism INSTEX.

Iran’s European partners
in the JCPOA unveiled
INSTEX in late January
withthe aim of protecting

their companies
against US sanctions
and enabling them to
continue trade with Iran.
While the EU Kkeeps
delaying the launch of
the trade mechanism,
Iran has moved ahead
with signing bilateral
monetary pacts with
neighboring countries,
including RussiaandIragq,
which allows conducting
trade transactions via
national currencies.

waited forweeks for their cargoestobe processedinthe portandin

No ship held up outside ports over US
sanctions;official

Iran Managing Director of Ports and Maritime Organization
Mohammad Rastad rejected reports suggesting thatships carrying
imports ofgrainhave been stuckbecause of American sanctions.In
anexclusiveinterviewwith ILNA economiccorrespondent,headded
“Fromlastyearup tonow,wehave notseenany changesintheentry
ofships carryingessential goodstoports.”“Therefore, therehasbeen
no changeinthesupplyand transfer ofmoney"The comments came
afterthe Reutersnewsagency claimedinareportthatatleast20dry
bulk ships carryingaround one million tons of grains were waiting
outsideImam Khomeini Portforunloading. Itsaid othervesselshad

Bandar Abbas,another major cargo porton the Persian Gulf.Iranian
official said “Alldocks areused formooringvesselsand nodocksare
currentlyempty.”“Assume thatstorage capacityinthis porthasbeen
nearlythree milliontonsbutcurrentlyaroundsixmilliontons ofbasic
goodshaveenteredthisport”Hesaid elsewhere thatarecentinitiative
by Iranian President Hassan Rouhaniforregional security, knownas
the “HormuzPeace Endeavor”isone ofthe safestmaritimeroutesdue
tothe power ofthe Islamic RepublicofIran’s Navy.The officialabout
thechallengesinthe Persian Gulf,especially on the currentsecurity
debate, said thatif conditions are routinely assigned toregional
countries, "wewillhaveno challenges, butthe challengebeginswhen
foreign countriesinterveneintheregion".

Iran’s rial rebounds despite
tightening Trump sanctions;
Bloomberg

Iran’s currency has appreciated 40% in the pastyear, the
country’s central bank governor said, recovering from
historiclowsreached after the U.S.abandoned the 2015
nuclear deal and reimposed sanctions.

Abdolnaser Hemmati said inflation had stabilized as the
currency recovered, while the economy had recorded
growth over the last 12 months despite the impact of

sanctions and the threat of war, the state-run Islamic
Republic News Agency quoted him as saying Friday.
Iran’srialtumbled on the unregulated marketafter Donald
Trump said he would pull his country out of the multilateral
agreementaimed at preventing the [slamic Republic from
building anuclear bomb.The loss of revenues from oil
exports, Iran’s main source ofhard currency, hitthe currency
hard, fuelinginflation and shortages of some imports.
Butithasbeenrecovering for months onthe open market
after Iran took measures to preserve foreign currency and
setup agovernment-run foreign-exchange platform to
facilitate supply.
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MINEX2019
tointroduce
investment
opportunities
inIranmining
sector

The 8th Exhibition
& Conference
on Investment
Opportunities
in Iran's Mines &
Mining Industries
(MINEX2019) will
gather dozens of
domesticand foreign
companies and
investorsatthelargest
mining eventsin Iran
andMiddle East.
MINEX presents the
latest technologies,
equipment, services,
machineries formines
and miningindustries
in exploration,
excavation, processing,
productionand export.
The event enjoys
utmost participation
of those active in the
economic sector,
producers, and
suppliersofthisfield.
The exhibition will
be held by Expo Pars
with  cooperation
of the Ministry of
Industry, Mine &
Trade, Iranian Mines
& Mining Industries
Development
and Renovation
Organization
(IMIDRO), Geological
Surveyoflran (GSI),and
othermajorinstitutions
and organizations.
Withthe growthrate of
30 percenteachyear,
MINEX hasbeen able
to gatheran extensive
range of field sectors
fromaround the globe.
In this year's event,
some of the leading
supplier of the global
mining industry are
goingtoshowcasetheir
latest achievements
inthe form ofnational
pavilions which are
supported by their
governments.

MINEX will be held
simultaneously
with the 8th Iran
International

Iran to hold 5th Intl. Conf. on Bridges

h
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Conference and
The 5th edition of International Onthesidelinesofthe conference Exhibition on
? ConferenceonBridges (5I1BC2019) sessions, there willbe anumber materials  science

will be hosted by Amirkabir
University of Technology in mid-
Decemberin Tehran.

of workshops and an exhibition and
showcasingthe capabilities of the
contractorsand companiesrelating

metallurgical
engineering
(iMat2019) on 7-9

B ?r The Secretary of the 51BC2019 tobridgeengineering headded. October.
Alireza Rahaie said that the Theinternationalconferenceis
2 4 purpose of this conferenceisto intending to take animportant o}
provideaforumforacademicians, stepinassessingthe conditions
[ researchers, and professional andbehaviorsofthesestructures GOLD PRICE PEROUNCE
5 3 engineers working in areas of and to provide an insight into 1 505 2$

bridge design, constructionand the improvement methods, he
managementtoreviewanddiscuss mentioned.
therecentpracticalandtheoretical The event will be organized
approaches and to exchange by Amirkabir University of
information leading to close TechnologyonDecember17-18,
collaborationand cooperation. 2019,inTehran.
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Turkeyto

carryout

operation
ineastof
Euphrates:

Erdogan
Turkish
Tayyip Erdogan said on

President

Saturday that Turkey
will carry outamilitary
airand ground operation
eastofthe Euphratesin
Syria.

“We've

preparations,

made our
we've
made our operation
plans, given the
necessary instructions,”
Reuters quoted Erdogan
assaying. Turkey would
carry outairand ground
actionsand these could
start “as soonas today
ortomorrow” headded.
InEarly August, Erdogan
had warned that his
country’s troops would
launch an offensive in
an area controlled by
US-backed  Kurdish
militants in northern
Syria and that Ankara
hasalready notified the
United Statesand Russia
ofthe operation.
Turkey has been in
talks with the US over
the establishment ofa
militant-free safe zone
across its border in
northern Syria.

Turkey suspects the US
and allies are helping
the Kurdish People's
Protection Units (YPG)
forcesbasedin the east
ofthe Euphratesriver to
establisha permanent
foothold in the region.
Ankaraviews thearmed
Kurds innortheastern
Syria as an extension
of the outlawed

terrorist militants of

the Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PKK).
Damascus has

categorically rejected
any deal between
Turkey and the USona
buffer zoneinnorthern
Syria, describing it
as a violation of its

sovereignty.

Some military drills undisclosed to
public, says cmdr. Pourdastan

The Head of Iranian Army's Strategic Studies Center Brigadier
General Pourdastan said that some military drills of Iranian
armed forces are held in the dark while some othersare done
publicly tosend caution to enemies.

“Wehave aseries of wargames which are held secretly as the
oneheldlastmonthand was recently announced; a collection
of tactics and techniques are practiced during these drills
which helps us better understand different threats and
betterimplementwhathasbeenlearned in military schools,”
Pourdastan told Mehr News Agency on Saturday.

“Sometimes the enemy should become aware of your
capabilities, thisis good,” he said,adding that “Sometimes, we
should send some alarmsto enemies.”

He went on to say that after the United States entered the
Middle Eastregion following Sep. 11 attacks, differentIranian
armed forcesincluding IRGC, Army’s Ground Force and Navy
held separate military drills in the country to “give alarms to
Americans”.These warnings weakened the determination of
Americans for any aggression against Iran, creating a great
deterrence, he added.“Targeting the US drone was also a strong
alarm” to American officials who purportedly had some plans
onthe table waiting to be carried out, Pourdastan said, adding
that downing the drone in an altitude of 62,000 feet with

ahome-made missile made
Americans think twice about
[ran’s defense capabilities.
“We call these alarms
‘active resistance’)” he

added.

“This active resistance is

in place in many areas; both
in domestic issues and in
issueswhich relate to the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s strategic depth

such as Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq,” added
the commander.

An American political analyst and author
described Iran’s IRGC Quds Force Commander
Major General Qassem Soleimani as the “world’s
mostaccomplished military figure" in the field of
counter-terrorism.

“Major General Qassem
Soleimaniis the world’s most
accomplished military figurein
thefield of counter-terrorism...
Gen. Soleimani's fightagainst
Daeshisawholehearted fight—
unlike America’s ambivalent
waronDaesh thathasincluded
covertsupport for the same terroristsit
fights,” Kevin Barret from Madison told
Tasnim.

Followingisthe full textoftheinterview.
Tasnim: How do you see the role of
commander of the IRGC Quds Force
Commander Major General Qassem
Soleimani in fighting terrorist groups,
particularly Daesh, inIraqand Syriain
the past years?Barret: Major General
Qassem Soleimani is the world’s most
accomplished military figure inthefield of
counter-terrorism. The word “terrorism”
is defined asthe intentional targeting of
civilians. Daeshisundoubtedlyaterrorist
organizationsinceitintentionally targets
civiliansbased ontheirethnicity orreligion.
Anditdoessoinsuchbarbaricfashionthat
manyhavewonderedwhether partofitsreal
missionistomakeIslamlookbadintheeyes
ofglobal publicopinion.

Gen. Soleimani's fightagainst Daeshisa
wholehearted fight— unlike America’s
ambivalentwar on Daeshthathasincluded
covertsupport for the same terroristsit
fights.Gen.Soleimani, unlike the Americans
and Russians, has led forces that are
indigenous to the region. His forces are
genuinely committed to defeating Daesh.
They are not just in it for a paycheck;
whereas some of the anti-Daesh forces
under US command, not to mention
the Americans themselves, are mere
mercenaries,ofwhomJohn Cale oncesaid:
“Mercenariesare useless, disunited, with
nothingtokeeptheminthebattle excepta
meager wage, whichisjustaboutenough
tomake them want to kill for you, but not
enough to make them wantto die foryou.”
Gen. Soleimaniand his troops, unlike the
mercenaries (including Daeshmercenaries
drawingSaudipaychecks),arewillingtoput
theirlivesontheline. Like the Ansarullahin
Yemen, Gen Soleimani'’s forces have fought
bravelyand skillfully againstmercenaries
hiredbytyrants.

Tasnim: The 33-day war launched by
Israelin 2006, also known as the July War,
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Gen. Soleimani World’s Most Accomplished
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tookplace in Lebanon, northern parts of
Occupied Palestine and the Golan Heights.
Howmuchdoyouthink General Soleimani
hasbeeneffective instrengtheningthe axis
of resistance and confronting the USand
Israeliplotsintheregion?

Barret: Gen.Soleimanirecently gavearare
interview inwhichhediscussedhisrolein
the 33-daywar. Westernsourceshavelong
admitted that Gen. Soleimani’sleadership
was a crucial factor in Hezbollah’s
humiliation of the Zionistsin 2006. But
onlynowhastheworldlearned that Gen.
Soleimani spentvirtually the entire war
in Lebanon, shoulder to shoulder with
Hezbollahleader Syed Hassan Nasrallah
and commanderImad Moughnieh,whowas
latermartyredin2008.
Gen.Soleimani’sremarkableachievements
(andhis courage intakingthe fightto the
Zionistenemyinitsownbackyard) highlight
thewisdom of [ran’sregional policy, which
involves offering supporttoindependent,
principled groups committed toresisting
Zionismand imperialism. Thisapproach
contrasts starkly with the American
approachtobuildingalliances,whichseeks
outambitious, unprincipled egotists who
arewillingto sell outtheir countries fora
fistful of Americandollars. Thosesell-outs
become America’s “friendsandallies.” But
sincetheyarebasicallyselfishand corrupt,
theyarenotveryeffectiveallies. Theyare
notcourageousinbattle.Noraretheymuch
lovedbythe people of theirown countries.
Rightnowthe Westernworldiswondering
how Saudi Arabia, with its $67 billion
military budget, can belosing to the low-
budget Ansarullah forces. The answeris
thatthe Saudiforcesare corruptfromtop
tobottom. They areinbed with Zionism
and imperialism, and they have no true
leadership,noprinciples,andnoreal cause
excepttheirownpocketbooks.

Gen. Soleimanileads faithful Muslim forces
committed to truth and justice. The Axis
of Resistance s fighting forajust cause: to

expeltheforcesofZionismandimperialism
fromthe Muslim East. Thisisa cause that
the vast majority of the population of the
region, intheirheart ofhearts, strongly
supports. Thatiswhythe Axis of Resistance,
with its relatively tiny military budget,
cansuccessfully wage a David vs. Goliath
struggleand defeat therichestand most
powerfulentitiesonearth.

Tasnim: Mobilization of volunteer forces
inSyria, Iraq, Pakistan,and Lebanonbythe
Generalhas played akeyroleindefeating
hegemonicpowersandtheirschemes.What
doyouthink?

Barret: General Soleimani is able to
mobilize volunteer forcesnotonly due to
thegreatrespectinwhichheisheld (even
by his enemies) butbecause heisknown
tobefighting forajust cause. Nobody will
volunteer to fight for atyrant! But many
willvolunteertofightagainsttyranny and
aggression, especially when called upon
bysuchaskillfuland charismaticleaderas
General Soleimani.

The American mainstream coverage of the
fightagainstDaeshinlraqand Syriaadmits
thekeyroleplayedbythesevolunteerforces
indefeating Daesh, whileatthe same time
castingthesevolunteerforcesasaproblem
fortheUS. Thisisoneofthoserareinstances
inwhichthe mainstreammediaisbasically
right.Americans and Zionists used the
September 11,2001, false flagto try to
remaketheregionintheirinterests. Theyare
now facing defeat, thanks totheresistance
ofthepeople oftheregioningeneral,and
theleadership of the Axis of Resistance,
including Gen. Soleimani, in particular. Asan
Americancitizen, [believe my government
shouldfacethereality of the situationand
radically changeitspolicy,embracingorat
leastworkingwith principled,independent
forces,and givingup on Zionism and the
tyrannical (Persian) Gulfmonarchies. Such
apolicy shiftwould alignwith America’sreal
interests. Butitprobablywon'thappenuntil
Zionistdomination ofthe USends.
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Iran’s Defense Ministry
Ready to Equip Police with
Modern Equipment

Iranian Defense Minister Brigadier General Amir
Hatamiexpressed the ministry’s readiness to
supply the Police forces with advanced defense
products.

Inamessage on Saturday, General Hatami offered
congratulations on the Iranian Police Week,
paying tribute to the Police forces for their
devotion and effortsto ensure security across the
country.

He also voiced the Defense Ministry’s
preparedness to cooperate and promote
interaction with the Police, and to “equip the
Police with thebestdefense products.”

“The Defense Ministry, as the organization that
supportsour country’s Armed Forces, will spare
no effortto supportthe dignified Police forcesin
carryingoutcritical national missions,” headded.
In 2016, Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei called on the Police
to constantlyboostcapabilities and match themto
rapid advancesinscience and technology.

The Leaderalso hailed Police forces as a pillar of
security in the country, stressing that security
isthe origin of personal peace of mind as well as
publicand social calmness.

Iran’sPolice Forceisin charge of ensuring security
inthecities,ontheroadsandalongtheborders.
It has a broad range of responsibilities and
includesseveral divisions, including cyber police,
border guard police, traffic police, criminal
investigation department, and a bureau for
compulsory military service affairs.

Iran to put weather satellite
“T'olow’ in orbit soon: deputy

defense min.

Iranian Deputy Defense Minister Brigade
General Ghasem Taghizadeh said on Saturday
thatIranwill soonlaunch weathersatellite “Tolou’
(sunrise) toits orbitusing domestic carrier
rockets.
InformingthatIranhasaten-year-plantoreach
modern technology in meteorology relying
on domestic capabilities, he said “Iran has
successfullylaunched 11 carrier rockets by the
presentday.”

Iranian Defense Minister Brigadier General Amir
Hatamisaid inlate AugustthatIran’s satellite
program is advancing according to a well-
established program.

“The Defense Ministry is working on four to five
research satellites,and we hope the projects
willbe completed by the yearend [March 2020],”
Brigadier General Hatamisaid.

In April, Minister of Communications and
Information Technology Mohammad Javad
AzariJahromi noted thatIran’s satellite program
is intended for peaceful purposes such as
helping manage water resources and protectthe
environment.

Z.arifto Brief M Ps on Iranian
Delegation’s Visit to New York

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif plans to attend
ameeting ofthe parliament’s National Security and Foreign
Policy Commission to briefthe lawmakers on the Iranian
delegation’srecent visit to New York for the UN General
Assembly, the spokesman for the commission said.Speaking
to Tasnim, Hossein Naqavi Hosseini said according to the
schedule, Zarif will attend the meeting of the parliamentary
commission on Monday.

Zarif is slated to brief the members of the National
Security and Foreign Policy Commission on various issues,
including the Iranian delegation’srecentvisit to New York,
the spokesman added.He further said the Hormuz peace
plan,as well as the 2015 nuclear deal, known as the Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), and regional issues
willalsobe discussed atthe meeting with Zarif.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani presented the Hormuz
peaceinitiative while deliveringa speechatthe UN General
Assembly on September 25 and invited all regional countries
toparticipateinit.

“Theinitiative isbased on the factthatall regional countries
are duty-bound to ensure peace, stability and prosperity in
theregion. Together with the international community, they
have common interestsin maintaining freedom of navigation
and energy transfer,” Zarif said ata UN Security Council
meetinglaterin the day. Theseregional efforts are necessary
to preventwar, conflict, violence, extremism, terrorism and
sectarian tensions, Zarif said, adding that Tehran’s proposal
wasaimed atenhancingsolidarity, mutual understandingas
well as peaceful and friendly relations between countriesin

:

the
regioninorder to guarantee

theterritorialintegrityand politicalindependence of regional

states.




Nine-Fold Rise in Number of Iranian Pilgrims Visiting Iraq via

Mehran Border: Official

Some 35,000 pilgrimsleftIrantovisitIraq'sholy sites or returnedto the country
viaMehranborder crossingin the western province of [lam on Friday, showinga
nine-foldincrease comparedtothe same daylastyear, anofficialin the provincesaid.
Speakingto Tasnim, Head of Arbaeen HeadquartersinIlam Province Ahmad Karami
said therecentunrestinIraghashadnoeffectonthearrivaland departure of pilgrims
inand from Mehranborder crossing.

10000 Rials

The official further emphasized thatthe passage of travelersis underway smoothly and in complete
security.

Sunday,October 6, 2019,

Healsosaid 35,000 people crossed the Mehran border on Friday, showinganine-fold increase compared
tothesameperiodlastyear.
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US, North Koreato Resume Working-Level
NuclearTalks in Sweden

The United States and North Korea were set to resume

working-level nuclear talks in Sweden on Saturday, after

their preliminary meeting the previous day.

The talks will mark their first formal
negotiation since February's summit
between US President Donald Trump
and North Korean leader Kim Jong-
un in Hanoi ended without a deal
due to differences over the scope of
Pyongyang's denuclearization and
Washington's compensation.

The countries' deputy delegation chiefs
-- Mark Lambert ofthe US and Kwon
Jong-gun ofthe North -- were said to
have had preliminary contactin Villa
Elfvik Strand in Lidingo, northeast of
Stockholm, on Friday to discuss the
schedule and administrative issues
for the formal resumption of their
negotiations, Yonhap news agency
reported.

The pre-negotiation session was said to
be "amicable and productive."

US Special Representative for North
Korea Stephen Biegun and his North
Korean counterpart, Kim Myong-
gil, will lead Saturday's talks where
they are expected to exchange their
basic positionsahead of whatcould be
anothergruelingtugofwar.

Their negotiations will center on
how to make substantive progressin
theimplementation of the landmark
agreementthat Trump and Kimreached
duringtheir firstsummitin Singaporein
Junelastyear.

The agreementincludesasetoftheir
commitments to build new bilateral
relations, make joint efforts to build
alasting and stable peace regime on
the peninsula and work toward the
"complete denuclearization" of the
peninsula.

Uncertainty still shrouds the much-

anticipated negotiations between
Washington and Pyongyang given that
they remain far apartover the scope
of Pyongyang's denuclearization, its
disarmamentmethod and whatrewards
itwillreceiveinreturn.

Tangible progress from the negotiations
is expected to pave the way for a third
summitbetween Trump and Kim.
Before the negotiations, the North's
delegation chiefKim said he bore "high
expectationsand optimism."

In recent weeks, top US officials’
statements have alsoraised optimism
aboutacompromise with Pyongyang.
Trump has made remarks thathinted
heiswarmingto Pyongyang's call for
a "new calculation method," while
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has
repeated conciliatory messages, such
astherebeinga"bright future" fora
nuclear-free North Korea.

Citing two US officials, the USmagazine
Timereported that Trumpis prepared
to offer Kim a three-year suspension
of United Nations sanctions on textile
and coal exportsif Pyongyang agrees
todismantle its main nuclear facility
atYongbyon and haltits production of
highly enriched uranium.

[talsocited one of the officials as saying
if the United Nations is not willing
to follow Trump'slead, the US could
temporarily haltits enforcement of
those sanctions.

The US mediaoutlet, Vox, also reported
onsuch an offer on Wednesday:.

transfer system

US-Saudi-Israeli alliance against Iran
flounderingin crisis: Haaretz

Ananti-Iranalliance forged between theleaders of the

United States, Israel and Saudi Arabiais falteringas each

have become overwhelmed by their own dilemmas,

Israel'sleading daily Haaretzreports.

“Thethreeleaderswho haveled the anti-Iran
lineinrecentyearswere eachabsorbedinhis
owndomesticcrisisthisweek,” Haaretzwrote
onThursday.

The Israeli paper pointed to the recently
intensified impeachmentinquiry surrounding
USPresidentDonald Trumpand pre-indictment
hearingsthreateningthetenure of Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu during the past
weekassignsthatthe twoleaderswere mired
incrisis.

Harretzalsohighlighted thatthe “mysterious”
death ofthelong-time personal bodyguard of
SaudiArabia’s King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saudearlierthisweekhad “embarrassed” Saudi
Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.
Riyadh faces renewed global criticism on the
anniversary of the brutal murder of dissident
journalistjamal Khashoggi, Haaretzwrote.
Numbering other setbacks for Riyadhin the
pastweek, Haartez highlighted amajor Yemeni
operationinthe country’snorthernregion of
NajranagainstSaudi-led troops.

The operationledto the death ofabout200
Saudi-led forces and the capture ofanother
2,000troops.

Iran's relaxed week'

Thearticle wenton to describe Iran’slatest
international developmentsin comparison,
claiming thatthe country had experienced
a “relaxed week” despite “pressure of the US
sanctionsand the country’seconomicdistress.”
[twrotethat “Iranian President Hassan Rohani
received anenthusiasticwelcomeatthe United
Nations General Assembly in New York” last
week,addingthat Trump hasbeen “wooing”
thelranianpresidentinordertogetachanceto
meetwithhim.

Donald Trump sayshe hasno planstomeethis
[raniancounterpart,butheisopentohearinghis

Persian Gulfpeace plan.

The daily added that the developments
marked a stark contrast with the Trump
administration’sinitialrhetoricagainstIran,
when Washington withdrew from the 2015
Irannuclear deallastyearand announced a
campaign of “maximum pressure” campaign
againstTehran.
AlsopointingtoRiyadh'schangeintonetowards
Iran, thearticlehighlighted thatthe Saudicrown
prince had urged for a “peaceful” solution
regardingitstensionswithIraninaninterview
earlierthisweek.

The crown prince had stated thata war with
Iran would lead to the “total collapse of the
global economy.”Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince
Mohammadbin Salman (MbS) haswarned that
warwithIranwill entaila “total collapse ofthe
globaleconomy”.

Haaretzsaid such developments came despite
thefactthatWashingtonand Riyadh had both
blamedIranforbeingbehindamajor September
14 Yemenidrone attack on Saudi Arabia’s oil
installations,anaccusation firmly denied by
Tehran.

“Notonlydid the sophisticated and destructive
attackonthe Saudioil facilitieslastmonth pass
withoutamilitaryresponse from Riyadh or
Washington, butSaudiArabiaevenmadeitclear
thatitsupported dialogue with Tehran,” itwrote.
The Saudi crown prince had been previously
known for his exclusively bellicose rhetoric
againstTehran.

In May 2017, the Saudi crown prince had
accused Tehran ofattemptingtodominate the
Muslimworld.Hepledgedatthetimetotakethe
war “insidelran.”
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