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attractions

T
Kashan’s Sialk
Mounds Date
Backto7,500
Years

The Sialk Siteislocated
on the road from
Kashan to Fin gardens.
The site consists of two
mounds located 600
metersaway from each
other. The remains
of two graveyards
(necropolis), adjacent
to the hills, have also
been excavated.
Excavations on the
northern mound,
dating back to 7,500
years,indicate thatthey
were abandoned 6,100
years ago, while the
southern hillock was
stillinhabited.

The fourth ziggurat
of Iran has also been
discovered in the
excavations. This
ziggurat was built
approximately 5,000-
4,250 years ago. The
cemeteries, which date
backto 3,500and 3,000
yearsago,belongtothe
Median era.

This site is one of the
fewhumansettlements
belonging to 7,500
years ago. The burial
ceremonies in this
ancientcityaredifferent
from other ancient
cities in Iran. Many
of the items found in
Sialk were excavated
from the necropolis,
irantravelingcenter.
comreported.

Sialk is one of four
ziggurats built by the
Elamite civilization.
The other three are:
Choqga Zanbil (1,250
BCE), Susa ziggurat
(1,800 BCE), and Haft
Teppeh (1,375BCE),all
inKhuzestan.

Teppe Sialk (Sialk
Moundl) was first
excavated by a team of
Europeanarcheologists
headed by French
Archeologist Roman
Ghirshmaninthe1930s.
Butlike the thousands
of other ancientitems,
thetreasures excavated
here eventually found
their way to museums
of Europe, Americaand
private collectors.

The Sialk ziggurat
has three floors. The
zigguratitselfwas built
in2,900BCE.

Sialk, and the entire
area around it, is
thought to have first
originated as aresult
of the pristine large
water sources nearby
that still run today.
Soleymanieh Spring
has been bringing
water to this area from
nearby mountains for
thousandsofyears.
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[sfahanisanancientcityinthe
centerofIranlocated about 340
km south of Tehran. Isfahanis
the capital of Isfahan Province
and the Persians callit “Nesf-e-
Jahan”, meaning “Halfthe World”.
Interms of population, Isfahan
isIran’s third largest city after
Tehran and Mashhad. Isfahanis
locatedinasemi-desertregion
near the Zayandeh Rud River.
[sfahanisconsideredasapopular
tourist destination and a major
culturaland economic center of
[ran. The city enjoysa temperate
climate andregular seasons.

" ImamSquare (Nagsh-e Jahan)
Before Isfahan was selected as Capital
by the Safavid dynasty, a square called
Nagsh-e Jahan (Image of the world)
existed in the vicinity of Imam square.
Duringthereign of Shah Abbasthe Great,
this square was enlarged to almost
its present dimensions and the most
famous historic buildings of Isfahan
were constructed around this square.
This square has an area of more than
85 thousand square. During the reign
of Shah AbbasIand his successors, this
square was an area where festivities,
polo, dramatics and military parades
tookplace. Two stone gates ofthe poloare
embedded inthe northand south of this
square. The length of this greatsquare
is 500 meters from north to south and
itswidthabout 150 meters from eastto
west. Mostofthe foreign touristsbelieve
thatImam square is one of the greatest
squares in the world. Nagsh-e Jahan
Square has witnessed many historical
memories of Iran during the past four

centuries. Memories of the life of Shah
Abbasthe Greatand his successors until
the end of the Safavid erais associated
with this greathistorical square.

' Imam Mosque

The construction of thismosque situated
at the south side of Imam Square
(Nagsh-e Jahan) startedin 1020 A.H
under the order of Shah AbbasIduring
the twenty-fourth year of hisreign, and
the decorations and extensions of the
building were completed during the
rule ofhis successors. The chiefarchitect
and the supervisor ofthe building were
Ostad Ali Akbar Isfahaniand Moheb Ali
Beik. This mosque is a masterpiece of
the 16th century from the viewpoint
of architecture, tile work, and stone
carving. One of the interesting features
ofthis mosque is the echo of sound in
the center of the giganticdome in the
southernsection. The heightofthisdome
is52 mand the minarets therein 48m;
whereas the minarets at its portal in
the Nagsh-e-Jahan Square reachesan
elevation of42 m. The huge one-piece
marble and otherslabs of stone, besides
theintricate tile workand adornments
prove extremely spectacular views of this
mosque.

i Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque
This mosqueisanother masterpiece of
architecture and tile work of the 16th
century, which was constructed by a
decreeissued by Shah AbbasIand took
aperiod of 18 yearstobe completed. The
architectand mason of this structure was
Ostad Mohammad Reza Isfahani. Inside,
tile work decorations of the plinth to
the top are covered with mosaictiles. In
termsofthearchitectural grandeur ofthe
mosque, foreign archaeologists believe:

“Itcan hardly be considered a product
ofhuman hands.” Sheikh Lotfollah was
one of the great pious in the Shia sect,
inwhatis known as Lebanon today. At
theinvitation of Shah Abbas |, he came
to reside in Isfahan. This place was
constructed in honor of this great man
wholedthe prayersand preached in this
mosque.

" Friday (Al-Jum’a) Mosque

Friday mosque is one of the historical
monuments of the post-Islamic period
inIran, which was constructed in the
4th-century A.H and was expanded
during Seljuk, al_Muzaffar and Shah
Abbas I periods. Anywhere in the
mosque, apart from the different styles
ofarchitecture, various types of poetry
and proselines are visible. This mosque
isacomplex of buildings and artistic
masterpiecesofthe post-Islamicperiodin
[ran.

£ AliQapu

This palace, which isaunique example
ofpalacearchitecture in the Safavid era
was constructed under the order of Shah
Abbaslintheearly 11th century A.H.The
monarchreceived special envoysin this
palaceand held hisaudience here. There
arefivefloorsinthispalaceand eachfloor
hasits special decorations. During the
reign of Shah Abbas]Il,aroyal parlor (Shah
Neshin) wasadded to the main building
and the sovereign and his guests watched
polo, illuminations, fireworks and the
dramatics thattook placeinthe Nagsh-e-
Jahan Square from the halls of thiselegant
palace. This palace was also called ‘Daulat
Khaneh-e-Mobarakeh Nagsh-e-Jahan’
and the ‘DaulatKhaneh Palace’. Itsunique
archaicarchitecture relates to the Safavid
era.

WHERETO STAY

Ghasre Monshi Hotel: An
Unforgettable Experience
In A Beautiful Persian
Ambiance

Ghasre Monshi Palace is aremainder of Ghajjar
Dynasty fromearly 1200’s SH (1820’s AD). Therefore,
while the Palace provides an unforgettable experience
inabeautiful Persian ambiance, itis also historically
significantasitwas one of Fatahali Shah’s few houses
inIsfahan.

Itislocated conveniently in an areavery close to
historical sites in Isfahan. The Ghasre Monshi Alley
connects the Ghasre Monshi Palace to the famous
Isfahan Bazaar, a partthatis home to handmade
artifacts; many of Isfahan’s artifacts are handmade
inthe stores for everyone to see. On the alley, there
isaZurkhana, oratraditional Persian gymnasium.
Onceyougetto Bazaar after 20 steps, the alley takes
you straight to the famous Imam Khomeini Square,
alsoknown as Naghshe Jahan Square, historically
importantasitisaremainder fromthe SafaviEra. It
is historically significantbecause as the economic
center that all Bazaars connect to, it also holds
religious symbols, asitsurrounds the Aligapu Mosque.
Zayanderood Riverislocated about 600 metersto the
south ofthe Palace; Zayanderood is the famousriver
thatruns through the Polle Khajjou (Khajjou Bridge),
See-0-Se Pol, (33 Bridges), and a park that surrounds
theRiver.

While Ghasre Monshi s historically significant, ithas
undergone amajorrenovation with the supervision
of Isfahan’s Cultural Heritage Organization to ensure
preservation ofits historicresemblance and values.
Ghasre Monshiis proud of Persian culture, history,
and cuisine. Its management team has planned
thoroughlyandis well prepared to hostinternational
and domestic guests with excellent services and
hospitality, offering delicious Persian food thatare
enjoyable forall, including vegetarians. In order to
ensure convenience and comfort for our guests, the
management team collaborates with multiple local
tour guides thatwill assistand guide our guests when
needed. Also, the members of managementteamare
bilingualand are available to assistour guest24/7.

OWest Ghasr Monshi Alley, Neshat str; Isfahan, Iran

RESTAURANT ADDRESS TEL
Shahrzad Restaurant Abbas Abad Street, Esfahan, Iran +983132204490
Khan Gostar Restaurant Hakim Nezami Street, Jolfa Hotel, Jolfa, Esfahan, Iran +983116278989
Firouz Sherbat Cafe Jolfa St. | Nearthe Vank Church, Esfahan 81464, Iran +983136268009
HermesRestaurant & Cafe JolfaAlley, Nazar St, Esfahan 81464, Iran +983136293349
Manouchehri House Restaurant No.49,7 Emarat, SabetAlley, Mohtasham Street, Kashan 87134, Iran +983155242617
Arabo Sandwich Kelisaye Vank, Esfahan, Iran +983136276325

WHERETO EAT

Experience Azam
Beryani, Which Is One
()fThe Best

Beryaniis one ofthe noble food of the city of
Isfahan. Be sureto tryitout. Butsince eating
meatin any restaurantis notreasonable, |
suggestthatyou experience Azam Beryani,
whichis one ofthebest.

Azam Beryaniislocated on Kamal Esmaeel St
nexttotheriverinIsfahan.Servingtraditional
Isfahani Beryanifor lunch and dinner. Berian
ismade with cooked mutton orlamb, whichis
stewed and minced separately, and then grilled
inspecial small round shallow pansinanoven
oroverafire.

The meatis generally served with powdered
cinnamon in a local bread, usually “nan-e
taftoun”, butalso occasionally “nan-e sangak”.
Nicerestaurantwith good soup, good quality
food and agood atmosphere. Mostimportant,
very busywithlocals which alwaysisagood sign.
Ifyou are the kind of person thatlove to taste
traditional food of each city,you have to try this, it
offersthe best “Beryouni” made fromlambliver.
the foodisgreatandinexpensive.andit'salways
full of people waitinginline forit’s greatfood.
make sure to testit’s special Beryani,and make
suretovisititbetween11:00to 15:00 because
that’sthe time for Beryani, asit’savery Heavy
mealandit’sjustsuitable forlunchandnotelse.




Change in Student Currency

Rules

The Central Bank of Iran said ina statementthathard currency for
students atthe official rate will be paid only for the firstacademic

half-yearof2018.

Thus, students will receive the currency that they need only

until Sept. 22. After this deadline, foreign currency will be paid to
students studying abroad at the marketrates through two banks,
the bank’s website announced. In April, CBlannounced thatstudents
are onlyallowed to take 15,000$ out of the country through selected agent

banks-Tejaratand Saman-and on the basis of open marketrates. “The sale, transferand payment
of foreign currencies for students’ living expensesup toacap of 1,000$ per person and 500% for
each familymemberamonth”are also strictly allowed at open marketrates and through the two

aforementioned banks, IBENA had reported at the time.

NEWS

ListofGoods Exempt From Forex
Surcharge Announced

In a letter to the Central Bank of Iran governor

Abdolnasser Hemmati, Minister of Industries, Mining
and Trade Mohammad Shariatmadariannounced the
listofimports exempted from paying the 28,000-rial
surcharge.
The latter pertains to the exchange rate difference
between the government’s subsidized forex rate at
which theirimportordershasbeenregistered before
thenew policy took effect, i.e.on Aug. 7,and the value
offoreign currency determined by Secondary Forex
Market. Thelistincludes 3,479 items categorized in
three main groups of “Machinery and Equipment”,
“Raw Materials for Production”, and “Raw Materials
of Pharmaceuticals and Medical Equipment”, Mehr
News Agency reported. An increasing number
of consignments have been piling up at customs
terminals of major Iranian ports, without being
claimed by their owners since the government
unveiled its new forex policy and its controversial
Clause V.Under Clause V,imported goods, except for
items entitled to the exemption, canreceive customs
clearance only iftheir owners pay the surcharge on
the exchangerate difference, according to Financial
Tribune.

Iran Seeking to Save Major Qil

Deal with Vitol Group: Report

The National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) isin talks
to salvage a $1 billion oil deal with Swiss trader
Vitol Group as companies sever ties with the Islamic
Republicahead of US sanctions.Iranis fighting to
keep one of its most profitable oil deals, according
to people familiar with the matter, the Wall Street
Journalreported.The fuel trading arm of NIOC held
discussionsto extend or renew a deal in which Vitolis
pre-financing the equivalent of $1 billion in exchange
for future oil deliveries.The deal was struckin2016
afterapreviousround of sanctions had ended.Iran’s
agreementwith Vitol has continued inrecent weeks,
with the company handling frequentdeliveries to the
United Arab Emirates.Buta person familiar with the
company’s thinking said Vitol waslikely to end the deal
because Washington will prohibitbusiness with NIOC
and all Iran oil trades once US sanctions begin.“Vitol
is fully compliant with all relevantinternational
sanctionsandregulations,”a Vitol spokeswomansaid.
An official with NIOC’s fuel-trading arm declined to
commentonthetalks.

Tehran, Berlininkinsurance

MoU
The officials of Iran and Germany’s insurance
organizations signed a Memorandum of

Understanding on Friday to boost bilateral
cooperation.Joachim Breuer, the Chief Executive
ofthe German Social Accident Insurance (DGUV)
who is also the president of International Social
Security Association (ISSA) and Taghi Nourbakhsh,
the CEO and Managing Director of the Social Security
Organization of Iran, inked the MoU in Berlin.The
documentcenters onbilateral cooperation in different
domainsincludingrehabilitation services, hospital
planningand management, facilitating the exchange
ofinformation and holding staff training courses,
amongothers.

NO 25

Iraqi Delegationto Seek US
Sanctions Exemption

Iraqwillsend adelegationtothe United States seekinganagreement
on financial transactions with Iran following Washington’s
reimposition of sanctions on Tehran, Prime Minister Haider
al-Abadi said .His statement was the firstby an Iraqi official since
Reutersreported last week Baghdad was going to ask Washington
forexemptions from some ofthe sanctionsbecause Iraq’s economy is
closelylinked with neighboringIran.“We have requests for the American
side; wehave presented themand a delegation will go to negotiate within that

framework,” Abadi told a weekly news conference.“Wehave presenteda clearvision of
reallyneeds. ThisincludesIranian (natural) gas, whichisveryimportant, as wellas other tradeand the
electricity sector.”US President Donald Trump withdrew the United States in May from world powers’

2015nucleardeal withIran, callingitflawed and reimposed trade sanctions on the IslamicRepublic.

Iran: Return of Housing
Reces siop Likely

Experts believe Iran’s housing
sectoris already showing signs
of sliding back into recession
after enjoying only nine short
months of booming activities.
The mainreason behind thisis
the significant jump in prices
over the past few months due to
fluctuationsin foreign currency
markets.

Theailinghousing sector wentinto what
turnedouttobeitsworstrecessioninrecent
history from 2013 and struggled to getout
formorethanfiveyears. Expertshavesince
identified amassive price surgeinthetwo
precedingyearsasthe mainreasonbehind
theprolongedbout.
Thesectorfinallyreboundedlastyearaided
by governmentsupportthattried tomake
homesmoreaffordable by offering cheap
loanswithlong maturity periodsat Bank
Maskan, the agentbank ofthe housing
sector.Itenteredaboom phase duringthe
final quarter ofthe previousfiscal yearthat
endedinMarch2018.
Butaroundthesametime,speculationsthat
USPresidentDonald Trump will withdraw
fromIran’snuclear dealwith world powers
incited currency fluctuations thatgradually
grewworseandrefusetobudge. Theslide
intheIranianrial’s value has translated
intosevere price hikesacrossall markets,
includingthehousingmarket.

According to housing expert Behrouz
Maleki,adeclineinbankinterestrateslast
yearalsoaffected thehousingmarket.
“Themoneymarketisthe mostimportant
competitor ofthe housingmarketinaway
thatredirection ofliquidity between the
housing marketand the banking system
ismuchstronger thanthatofthe housing
marketand other markets,” he told Fars
Newswebsite.

“Based on this, the money and housing
marketsexertundeniableinfluenceoneach
otherbecause housingand bankdeposit
accountsarealternativeassets. Whenever
yields in one dwindle, demand moves

Hamedan’sgoodsandservices Consumer
Price Indexregistered ayear-on-year
increase of 23.2% during the Iranian
month of Mordad (July 23-Aug. 22)
compared with the similarmonth oflast
year—thehighestamongall provincesin
Iran.The CPlincrease was the lowest for
Hormozganwith 14.7% YOY, the Statistical
Centeroflranreported. Theoverallgoods
andservices CPlinIranregistereda YOY
increase of 19.3% compared with the
similarmonth oflastyear, accordingto SCIL.
The overall CPI (using the Iranian year

SCI
Reports
Highest,
Lowest
Inflation
in
Provinces
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towardtheother”
InSeptember2017,the Central BankofIran
doubled down on enforcinga previously
approvedrulingthatcapped long-term
bank depositinterestsat 15% from the
previous 18% and beyond. That move
shifted some of the money from banks to
thehousingsector, leadingtothe startofa
gradualincreaseinprices.

Official central bank data show thatthe
volume of housing deals has steadily
declined during the pastthree months
while prices have continued to grow at
massiveratesupto55%.

No CapacityforPrice Surge

Hesam Ogbaei, the deputy head of
Tehran Association of Realtors, believes
thatthe housing marketcannolonger
take price surges of this magnitude, as
people’salreadylowpurchasingpowerhas
dwindled further.

“Pricehikes ofhomesandanygoodsshould
beuptoareasonableleveland anexcessive
pricerisewillsurelylead torecession,”he
said.

“Sothe housing market can’t cope with
more pricejumpsinthesecond halfofthe
year [startingSept.23],asthesurgeinprice

period.
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toMarch 2017 asthe baseyear) stood at
127.7 inMordad, indicatinga 5.2%rise
compared with the previous month.The
growthinthe overall CPlcompared with
thepreviousmonth, Tir (June 22-July 22),
was the highest (9.5%) for Kohgilouyeh-
Boyerahmad Provinceandlowest (4%) for
MazandaranProvince. Theaveragegoods
andservices CPlinIranforthe 12-month
periodendingAug.22,increased by 9.7%
compared withlastyear’s corresponding

Kermanshah registered the highest

hasalreadyreduced the purchasingpower
ofpeopleandwill furtherpushtherecessive
trajectory ofthehousingsector”
Althoughhomepriceshave climbed higher,
theyarestillbehind theinflationrate. The
centralbankon Tuesday puttheinflation
rate for the 12 monthsendingatthe close
ofthefifthfiscalmonthonAug.22at11.5%.
Infact,thepastfewmonthsalonehave seen
pricesof many goods see massive jumps of
upto200%.

“Liquidityalways moves easily and quickly
toward consumer goods, so the housing
marketalways keeps up with theinflation
rate with adelay of one to twoyears and
thengoespastit,” housingexpertMohsen
Bahram-Ghaffarisaid.

However, Hassan Mohtasham,amember
oftheboard of the Iranian Association
of Builders, believes thatthe sector can
prevail,ifthe country managestoreacha
state of stability after months of economic
unrest.Ifthishappens,aportionofexisting
capitals will move toward the housing
market, coveringits gap with theinflation
rate, butifthisdoesn’thappen, we willbe
facingasituation where the demand side
willhold thingsback,” hesaid.

12-monthinflation with 12.5% while
Bushehrand Sistan-Baluchestan posted
thelowest12-monthinflation 0of7.4%.
The SCIreportcame before the Central
BankofIran putinflation for the same
average 12-monthperiod ending August
22at11.5%.Accordingto CBI, the overall
CPI(usingtheIranianyeartoMarch2017
asthebaseyear)stoodat133.8inMordad,
indicatinga5.5%increase compared with
the previous monthand ayear-on-year

increase of 24.2% compared with the

similarmonth oflastyear.

Iraninterested in attracting Thai

investorsin tourism field
Iranisinterested in attracting Thai
investorstoworkinthefield oftourism,
a deputy head of [ran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture (ICCIMA) saidatameeting
with officials of the Tourism Authority
of Thailand (TAT) in Bangkok.Iran
interested inattracting Thaiinvestors
intourism field“Thisis the besttime
forthetwonationsto partnertogether
and encourage traveling to each
other’scountry,’ said Mohammadreza
Karbasi, [CCIMA’s deputy head for
internationalaffairswhilereferringto
[ran’s great potentialsin the tourism
sector.Karbasiis currentlyin Thailand
heading an Iranian commercial
delegation as part of a study visit

organized by the Thai Embassy in
Tehran and TAT.The meeting was
hosted by Deputy Governor of TAT for
Policy and Planning Chattan Kunjara
NaAyundhyaand Deputy Governor of
TAT for International Marketingonthe
sidelinesofaninternational showcase
on health and wellness tourism in
Bangkok.Karbasi visit to Thailand
isaimed at presenting the special
healthand wellness packages offered
by Thailand’s hospitalsand clinics to
theIranian delegation, comprising
representatives from [CCIMAand two
otherIranian provincial chambers of
commercebelongingtotheancientcity
ofIsfahanin centrallran,and western
cityof Hamedan.

|SFAHAN
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What's News

elran Ditched
Single-Currency
Rate Policy to
Avoid US Trap,
Top Banker Says

Governor of the
Central Bank of Iran
defended ditching
the idea of a single
dollar exchange rate
asastrategy to avoid
the US government’s
trap and counter its
attempts atstepping
up economic pressure
onlran.

Addressing a
conference on
‘Islamic banking’ in
Tehran on Saturday,
CBIChiefAbdolnasser
Hemati said the US
government seeks
to deprive Iran of
its oil revenues and
hinder its financial

transactions.
Under such
circumstances, he

added, it was not
possible to stick
to a single rate for
currency exchange
butitwas necessary
toavoid the trap of US
policies.

Regreting a drastic
increaseinliquidity
inIran, Hemati said
the CBI carried out
new currency policies
in coordination with
the country’s three
branches of power
which stabilized the
currency  market
situation.The Iranian
money hasplunged to
arecordlow against
the US dollar in
recentweeks.Foreign
currency valuesbegan
toriseinlIranafterthe
USwithdrew fromthe
Iran nuclear deal in
May and announced
plans forafresh wave
of sanctions against
theIslamic Republic.
In comments on
August 13, Leader of
theIslamicRevolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei said the
economic problems
are not wholly
caused by the foreign
sanctions,butaseries
ofinternalissuesand
mismanagementare
alsotoblame.Making
areferenceto the hike
in gold coin prices
and devaluation of
the Iranian money
inrecent weeks, the
Leader said some
of the problems are
caused by imprudence
and mismanagement,
irrespective of
sanctions.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE

1,201.1$

Currencyé IRR
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Farzaneh Mostajeran

Country Of
Nonbook
readers!

while the global
averageis 55kgand
the Americanaverage
is 155 kg. With this
low consumption,
our country still
needs paperimports!
According to the
statisticsin Iran over
thelastfewyears, the
study per se wasvery
low and people are
unfamiliar with the
newspaper and the
book. After thisand
with the rising cost
of paper What will
happen to the per
capita status of the
study? The printing
industryisone ofthe
essential elements
in the country for
the dissemination of
information. Unlike
other products that
can be imported
from the outside,
thisindustry should
be produced in
the country. That
is, books, science,
art, newspapers,
newspapers,
etc., which are in
accordance with the
laws of the country,
should be produced
inside the country.
It is impossible
to import books,
publications and

from foreign
countries, contrary to
theIslamicprinciples
and the custom of
Iranian society.
Therefore, attention
to the printing
industryisnecessary.
Andimporting paper
isone ofthe earliest
contributions
to this industry.
However, if this
amountof paper was
produced internally,
itcould have greatly
contributed to
national production
and employment
creation but now
thatitisnotpossible
to produce paperin
Iran, cheap paper
should beavailable to
printersinordernot
to hurtthe printing
industry seriously.
Currently, due to the
increase of paper
pricesinthe country,
many printers
have reduced their
production and
publication of books.
Perhaps the blame
lies with those who
have provided space
and facilities for
import and ignore
domesticproducers,
however, the
critique of domestic
producers cannotbe
ignored because they
did notpay attention
to the categories
of price and
quality.

Commander: Air Defense Iran’s
Impenetrable Shield

Iran’s Air Defense commander assured the nation thathis forces
have created animpenetrable shield protecting the country’s
airspaceagainsthostile actions.Speaking toreportersin Tehran
onSaturday, Brigadier General Alireza Sabahi Fard said the Iranian
Armed Forces have prevented the enemies from takingany action
againstthe Islamic Republicunder the teachings oflate founder of
theIslamic RepublicImam Khomeini.He also assured Iranians thatthe

Air Defense has gained advanced homegrown equipmentthathave created

an “iron barrier” againstany potential invasion by adversaries.Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, commander-in-chief of the Iranian Armed Forces, put Brigadier
General Sabahi Fard in charge ofthe Khatam al-Anbia Air Defense Base (the central headquarters

ofIran’s Air Defense) in May.

Iasp 2018 World Conference T'o Highlight

Innovation Ecosystem

Fostering innovation ecosystems
willbein thelimelightatthe 35th
World Conference on Science Parks

and Areas of Innovation, which

isorganized by the International

Association of Science Parks and
Areas ofInnovation (IASP).

With the theme of “Towards
Sustainable Citiesand Communities:
Fostering Innovation Ecosystems”,
the eventwill be held from September
2 to 5 at the Isfahan Science and
Technology Park.The IASP 2018 World
Conference will explore the role of
Software Technology Parksand Area
of Innovationsin the formation of
theinnovation ecosystem and the
sustainable developmentofcities.

The German professor of spatial
planning Klaus R. Kunzmann will be

thekeynote speakeratthe event.

In 2010 he was one of the co-
organizers ofthe 3rd Knowledge Cities
World Summitin Melbourne, Australia
and he is known for his ongoing
research interests are innovative
urban policy and European spatial
planning.The South Korean professor
and vice president of strategy and
planning]Jong-in Choiand the Turkish
angelinvestorand best-sellingauthor
Baybars Altuntas are the invited
speakersattheevent.

The [IASP Seminar on the
fundamentals of Science and
Technology Parks (STPs) and Areas
ofInnovation (AOIs) will take place on
September 2.

The IASP Pre-conference Seminar
is organized directly by the IASP
Headquartersandisdesigned to meet
the needs of professionals who are
appointed to setup anew science
park,aswellas for those who are new

Iran Keen to BoostTies with
Malaysia: President

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani expressed the country’s
enthusiasm for growing relations with Malaysia during the
tenure of Prime Minister Mahathir Bin Mohamad.In amessage on
Saturday, the Iranian presidentcongratulated the Malaysianleader
ontheanniversary ofthe Southeast Asian country’sIndependence
Day, also known as Hari Merdeka.Hailing the “cordial and brotherly”
ties between Tehran and Kuala Lumpur, Rouhani highlighted the

political will for the expansion of economic, political and cultural relations

between the two nations and hoped for closer cooperation during Mahathir Bin Mohamad’s
tenure.Mahathir, 92, dubbed the “Father of Modern Malaysia” during his previous 22 years in
power until 2003, was sworn in as Malaysia’s seventh prime minister in May after defeatinga

coalition thathad ruled the country for sixdecades since independence from Britain.

toindustry.

In 2015, the UN adopted 17
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) to guide global action
and investment for sustainable
developmentoverthenext15years,
one of which focuses on Sustainable
Citiesand Communities, accordingto
IASP website.IASPisanindependent,
non-profit, non-governmental
organizationin Special Consultative
Status with the Economicand Social
Council ofthe United Nations.Itaims
to coordinate avery active network
of professionals that manage areas
of innovation and science and
technology parks, enhance new
business opportunities for companies
andresearch organizationslocated in
these areas, assistthe development
and growth of new parks and other
areas ofinnovationand increase the
international visibility of members
and sponsors.

Syriangovernmenthas
sovereignrightoverits
territory

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
affirmed thatthe Syrian government has the
sovereignright overits territory, pointing
outthatRussiasupportsall efforts toresolve
the crisisin Syriainaccordance with the UN

Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali
Larijani said Sat. that Iran agreed
tostayinthenuclear deal after US
pullout, buthas its doubtsabout
the efficacy of Europe’s counter-
measures against US sanctions.

Speaking at a national festival
on Saturday in Tehran, Iranian
Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani
said Iran made the wise decision to
reach anagreementonits nuclear
programin order to both preserve
itsnuclear know-how and prevent
an economic pressure againstits
people, butvoiced regret thatthe
new US administration decided to

Security Council resolutionno.2254.Inapress
conference with his Eritrean counterpart
Osman Saleh, Lavrov said that terrorists are
preparing to use chemical weaponsinIdleb
to accuse the Syrian government of doing
so.He pointed out that the Western countries
prevented thearrival of representatives of the
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW) to Syria to investigate
allegations of the use of chemical weapons.

The Russian top diplomatsaid that Moscow has
informedthe United Nationsand the OPCW with
information on the use of chemical weapons, as
itwarned themtobear theresponsibility of this
provocation which had been used in a smilar
way over the pasttwo years.Lavrov said that
terroristsare usingciviliansinIdlebas human
shields, calling for the separation of “armed
opposition” from terrorists of Jabhatal-Nusra
and otherterroristorganizations.

violatetheagreement.

“After the US withdrawal from
the JCPOA, leaders of European
countries contacted us and
requested thatwestayinthenuclear
agreement,” said Larijani. “Although The
wehadarighttoleavetheagreement

aswas consistentwith thedeal.”

He went on to add, “Europe
assured us that they would make
arrangementsinaway thatwould
preventus from taking damage, but
we had our doubts thatthey had the

powertodoso.”

Larijanimaintained thatIranagreed
to make some time for holding

Larijani:Iran doubtful about EU’s efficacy against US sanctions

negotiations with the EU on the
nucleardeal. Hesaid itwas wise
ofthe [slamic Republictoseta
time restriction for the talks to

reachaconclusion.
Iranian

tomanage the country.”

NEWS

Zarif’sreportonhis two-daysvisitto
Pakistan

Atthe end of his visit to Pakistan and after returning to
Tehran, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
releasedareportonthevisitand his consultations with the
authorities of [slamabad.

“Fruitful meetingsinIslamabad with PM @ImranKhanPTI,
Army Chief, Speaker & Foreign & Finance Ministers. Inmy
8th trip to Pakistan, [washonored to be the first minister
received by new govt. Emphasis on expandingbilateral,
regional & global partnership. Neighbors our priority” Zarif
wrote onhis official Twitteraccount.

Russiannavy, warplanes start

massivedrillsin Mediterranean

The Russian Navy and Aerospace Forces will hold joint
large-scale training exercisesin the Mediterranean Seaon
September8-1.

According to the Russian Defense Ministry, the drills will
involve 26 warships from the Northern, Baltic, Black Sea
Fleets and the Caspian Flotilla, including two submarines,
and 34 long-distance, military transportand naval aircraft.
The Northern Fleet's Slava-class Marshal Ustinov missile
cruiser willlead the naval task force participating in the
drills.

The exerciseswill alsoinvolve Tu160- strategicbombers,
Tu142-andI138- anti-submarine warfare planes,aswellas
Su33-and Su30-SM fighterjets,according to Russian Navy
Commander-in-ChiefAdm. Vladimir Korolev.

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov said on
Thursday thatthe upcomingnaval drillshad norelation to
thesituationin Syria'sIdlibandhad beenplannedinadvance.

China Hails IAFEA Reporton Iran’s
JCPOA Compliance

Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying
welcomed arecentreportby the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) reaffirmingIran's full compliance
withitscommitmentsunderthe 2015 nucleardealbetween
Tehran and world powers.“We have noted thisreport
submitted by the Director General of the IAEA. It marks the
12thtimeinarowthatthe [AEA confirmed Iran'scompliance
withitsnuclear-related commitments underthe JCPOA,”
Chunyingsaid on Friday duringapressbriefing.

She added, “We welcome and commend these efforts
madeby Iranand the [AEA. For the common interests of
theinternational community, Chinahopesthatallrelevant
parties could bearinmind thelargerandlong-term picture
and continuetosafeguard and implementthe JCPOA.”
Tehran, Yerevan eyeincreased
parliamentary coop.

Theheads of Armenia-Iran parliamentary friendship groups
metin Yerevan on Friday and discussed ways to expand
bilateral cooperation.

Armenian MP Vahram Baghdasaryan, head of Armenia-
Iran parliamentary friendship group, touched upon the
appropriatelevel ofties between the two countries saying
thatYerevanis eager to further strengthenrelations with
Tehran.

Ramezanali Sobhanifar, Iranian parliamentarian who is
thehead of I[ran-Armenia parliamentary friendship group,
said forhis partthatlranisreadytoboostcooperation with
Armeniainalldomains, especiallyin energy.

Hewentonto say thattheissue of exportingIran’s gasto
other countriesviaArmeniashould be putonthe agendaof
futuretalks.

senior
parliamentary official said
the three European sides to
the nuclear deal have offered a
“good prospect” in countering US

economicsanctionsagainstIran,but
“itis stilluncertain what they will
doin practice, therefore we have to
come up with our own mechanisms

“All our efforts in safeguarding our

(’-—’/ﬁaear
technology are concentrated

on having the least amount of
pressure exerted against our
people,” Larijanisaid in defense of
Iran’s decision to hold talks with
EUinstead ofleaving the nuclear
agreementafter the US' unilateral
and unlawful withdrawal.

- —



Iran’s August LPG exports hit

268,000 tons

Tehran, Sept1,IRNA -Iran’s LPGshipmentsloaded,
or due forlifting, in Augustrose by 84,000 tons
versus July toaround 568,000 tons — the highest
sincethe previous US-led sanctionsagainst Tehran
— fixtures from shipping sources showedrecently.
The majority of the shipments are destined for

China, whereimportersare grappling with higher
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CALLTOPRAYERTIME IN ISFAHAN

Morningcalltoprayer:
05:15:23
Nooncalltoprayer:
13:03:01
Eveningcalltoprayer:
19:45:00

WEATHER

High:33°c
Low:13°c

Plenty of Sunshine; pleasant
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EDITORIAL

Country Of
Nonbook
readers!

The printing industry
isone of the industries
thatis stillin use after
a number of years
since its inception.
Perhaps many people
do not use books and
magazines and prefer
to study their content
digitally. Butthereare
still people who prefer
to eat tea or coffee on
their couch flipping
their favorite books.
Perhapsitisbecause of
these people that the
printingindustry is still
alive. Itseems that the
printingindustryisnot
happy these days. With
the dollar becoming
more expensive, the
paper's Situation are
alsoterrible. The price
ofthe newspaper paper
increased by %100 over
the pastyear. Per capita
consumption of paper
inIranis 22 kilograms

peryear

Iranian exportsalso came
ahead ofthe reimposition
of sanctions by the US.
International  buyers
of Iranian oil have till
November 4 to wind down
contracts before Washington
re-imposes sanctions on the oil,

energy, shipping and insurance sectors, a US
Treasury Department fact sheetshowed.Beijing

S000Rials importtariffs for USLPGinanescalatingtradewar, and Tehran, meanwhile, agreed tobolster strategic
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Children’s cinema desires to introduce
Iranian values to future generations

Head of the Cinema Organization of Iran Mo-

hammad Mehdi Heidarian said expansion of
the 31st edition of International Film Festival for
Children and Youth in the central Province of Isfahan
throughout the country is one of the most valuable ap-

proaches of this period.
In his message to the festival which was inaugurated in
Isfahan on Aug 30, Heidarian said the cinema of children
and youth desires tointroduce the Iranian values to the
future generations.

He also called for spreading the spiritof hope among
these futureleaders ofthe country. "It'sthe 31 times that
the children as future generation of the country come
together within the frameworks of an artistic event to
judge the new world with a childish vitality in the form of
afilm,”headded.

“By designing new strategies and steps, we will hold
the fourth decades of children and youth film festival
based on childlike characters to portraitthe boundary of
knowledge and technology from the sightof our children
by relying on our beliefs and national values of the
country,” the message wrote.

“Theartisticofficials are committed to highlight the great
vision of our small generation based on transformed
technology and to create the power of choice, decision-
making and inclination among the children of our
country,” the message concluded.

Presided by Alireza Reza Dad, festival would be wrapped
upinSeptember 5.

In his message to the festival which was inaugurated in
Isfahan on Aug 30, Heidarian said the cinema of children

and youth desires tointroduce the Iranian values to the
future generations. Healso called for spreading the spirit
ofhopeamongthese futureleaders ofthe country.
"It'sthe 31 times thatthe children as future generation
ofthe country come together within the frameworks of
anartisticeventtojudge the new world with a childish
vitality in the form ofa film,” headded.

“By designing new strategies and steps, we will hold
the fourth decades of children and youth film festival
based on childlike characters to portraitthe boundary of
knowledge and technology from the sight of our children
by relying on our beliefs and national values of the
country,’ the message wrote.

“Theartistic officials are committed to highlightthe great
vision of our small generation based on transformed
technology and to create the power of choice, decision-
making and inclination among the children of our
country,” the message concluded.

Presided by Alireza Reza Dad, festival would be wrapped
upinSeptember5.

Isfahan hosting special guests from all around the world

"Twointernational programs are
takingplaceinIsfahan,somorethan
300 foreign travelersare the special
guests of Isfahan metropolis,” the
mayor of Isfahansaid.

"During the days of Imamate and
leadership ceremonies, happy
celebrations held in various
neighborhoods ofthe 15 municipal
districts of Isfahan to respect the
dignity of Eid al-Ghadirand createjoy
and happinessthoughoutthesociety."
Ghodratollah Nowrouzithe mayor of
Isfahansaid.

Pointing to the attendance of two

thousand Isfahani citizens in the
closing ceremony of Neshatestan
special programin the 4thmunicipal
district, he said, "during these
celebrations, Isfahani citizens
experienced the new style of urban
special programswiththeattendance
of [sfahaniartists, whichwasunique
initskind. Bagh-e Ghadirisone ofthe
biggestand mostappropriate places
torunvarious special programs for
citizens."

"Oneofthese programsisthe 31th
International Film Festival for
Children and Youth, the other one

is an international conference,
whichishosted by Shahrake Elmiva
Tahghighati with the cooperation
of Isfahan municipality," Nowrouzi
continued.

"Alarge number of great professors,
scientists, and also artists from
different countries are entering
Isfahan; so, allhotelsand motelsare
full ofthe foreignand domesticguests
whohavetraveled tolsfahantoattend
thesetwointernational events.wetry
ourbestto createajoyful and warm
atmosphere duringthe events," he
alsosaid.
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