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Pakistan willing
IP to become opera-
tional very soon: Oji

Iranian Oil Minister Javad Qji says Is-
lamabad is eager for Iran’s gas export
pipeline to Pakistan (IP) to become
operational as soon as possible, Sha-
na reported.

Speaking on the sidelines of the Ira-
nian president’s visit to Pakistan, Oji
said Pakistan awaits gas injection and
has started negotiations with several
companies to conclude a construc-
tion contract to bring the pipeline on-
stream.

“Given the initiatives taken by the Pa-
kistani side, we hope the Iran-Pakistan
gas pipeline to become operational
and gas export to the neighboring
country to be started during the tenure
of the 13th administration,” he added.
Accompanying President Raisi in his
two-day visit to Pakistan, Qji held a
meeting with Pakistani Minister of
Power and Petroleum Musadik Malik,
with reinforcing energy cooperation
high on the agenda. In addition to oil
and gas, exports of technical and engi-
neering services were the other issue
on the agenda.

Speaking to the press after the meet-
ing, Malik said that there are signifi-
cant opportunities between Iran and
Pakistan to deepen bilateral relations,
especially in commercial and econom-
ic fields, and the two sides are deter-
mined to use these capacities.

He stressed that his country is very
pleased with Iranian President Ebra-
him Raisi’s visit to Pakistan, adding,
“It is a great honor for us to host the
[ranian delegation.”

He said the first phase of negotiations
has been held and the two sides will
continue this process in the next stag-
es.

The Pakistani minister said there have
been comprehensive and reassuring
negotiations as well as consultations
between the two countrigs at the min-
isterial level.

“Tehran and Islamabad will continue
to cooperate for the prosperity of the
region and also to ensure the interests
of each other’s nations,” he added.
Iran, Pakistan to upgrade border ter-
minals, increase flights

The Iranian Minister of Transport and
Urban Development has also said
Iran and Pakistan are determined to
upgrade the border terminals and
increase the number of direct flights
between the two countries.
Mehrdad Bazrpash, who also heads
the Iran-Pakistan Joint Economic Co-
operation Commission, accompanied
Iranian President Ebrahim Raeisi on
his visit to Islamabad on Monday.
He revealed the signing of coopera-
tion documents with Pakistan in the
transportation fields, including the de-
velopment of the border terminals and
an increase in the number of flights
between the two countries.
Speaking on the sidelines of the sign-
ing of eight cooperation documents
between the two sides in various
fields, the transport minister added
that cooperation in the ports, mar-
itime, air, rail, and road fields was
among the main issues discussed
between the transport officials of the
two countries to further broaden the
bilateral relations.

Launching a direct flight between Teh-
ran and Islamabad and increasing the
number of flights between Tehran and
Lahore and Mashhad and Lahore were
among the other fields of cooperation
discussed between officials of the two
countries, Bazrpash added.
Establishing free trade zones at com-
mon border crossings, cooperating in
the media and animal health sectors,
cooperating in the field of security and
also cooperatives and social welfare
sectors, cooperating in the standard
sector, interacting in the legal sector
and judicial assistance in civil and
commercial affairs were some of the
most important documents of coop-
eration which were signed by Iranian
ministers of roads and urban devel-
opment, justice, culture and Islamic
guidance, agriculture and heads of
free industrial-trade and special eco-
nomic zone organizations with their
Pakistani counterparts.
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Irﬂn Chma trade exohange at Sb m (41 2024

The China Customs has an-
nounced that the trade ex-
changes between Iran and
China stood at more than $4.0
billion from January to March
2024.

According to the latest data
released by China Customs,
trade between Iran and Chi-
na in the first three months of
2024 amounted to $4.2 billion,
marking a one percent increase
compared to the same period
last year.

The exchanges between Iran
and China in the first quarter
of 2023 were announced to be
$3.9 billion.

China exported $2.7 billion
worth of products to Iran and
imported over $1.2 billion from
Iran from January to March
2024, representing a three per-

cent decrease and a 10 percent
year-over-year increase, re-
spectively.

Analysts believe that China’s
imports from Iran may be even
higher than $829 million, as
the purchase of Iranian oil by
Chinese refiners is not included
in the official statistics of the
country’s imports from Iran.
According to China’s Customs
data, the value of trade between
Iran and China in 2023 exceed-
ed $14.6 hillion, registering a
6.2 percent decline compared
t0 2022.

Based on the mentioned data,
the two countries exchanged
$14.650 billion worth of prod-
ucts in 2023, while the value of
trade between the two countries
stood at $15.5 billion in 2022.
Iran’s exports to China in De-
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cember 2023 registered a
30-percent growth compared to
the same period a year earlier.
China exported $10.70 billion
worth of products to Iran from
January to December 2023, in-
dicating an 8.6 percent growth.
The Asian country exported
$9.270 billion worth of prod-
ucts to Iran from January to
December 2022.

China’s import of products from
Iran fell from $6.230 billion in
2022 to $4.580 billion in 2023,
showing a 27 percent decline.
The balance of trade exchang-
es between the two countries
reached about $5.5 billion in
2023 in favor of China.

Chinais one of Iran’s main trade
partners that has maintained
strong trade ties with the Islam-
ic Republic despite the strict

U.S. sanctions.

The two countries signed a
document for 25-year compre-
hensive cooperation in March
2021.

The document was signed be-
tween Iran’s former Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif and Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Wang Vi at the Iranian For-
eign Ministry.

Iran’s Finance and Economic
Affairs Minister Ehsan Khan-
douzi said the 25-year strategic
partnership plan between Iran
and China has entered a new
phase with new agreements
being reached between various
ministries of the two countries.
According to Khandouzi, the
mentioned agreements have
been reached between the two
sides during the visit of Iran’s
delegation to the 6th China In-
ternational Import Expo (CIIE).
Back in December 2022, Iran
and China finalized 16 mem-
orandums of understanding
(MOU) under the framework of
the two countries’ strategic 25-
year agreement.

The MOUs were signed in an
Iran-China comprehensive
cooperation program summit
which was held in Tehran on
December 13 in the presence of
Iran’s First Vice President Mo-
hammad Mokhber and China’s
Vice Premier Hu Chunhua.

The summit was focused on
four areas explored by four
committees between the two
countries to pave the way for
the implementation of the 25-
year agreement.

Iran and China also signed 20

President Raisi to visit India soon

later this year.

sure on Israel” to stop the “massacre

of India, Nowruz is a cherished cele-

memoranda of understanding
in the presence of the presi-
dents of the two countries in
Beijing in mid-February, 2023.
Heading a high-ranking delega-
tion, Iran’s President Ebrahim
Raisi was on a three-day state
visit to China starting February
14, 2023.

During President Raisi’s visit
to China, Tehran and Beijing
signed several bilateral cooper-
ation documents in the fields of
agriculture, trade, tourism, en-
vironmental protection, health,
disaster relief, culture, and
sports.

The documents include agree-
ments in the field of transpor-
tation and industry worth $12
billion and $3.5 billion, respec-
tively; the agreements cover
various joint projects like the
high-speed rail link between
Tehran and Mashhad, and in-
vestment in the Imam Khomeini
Airport City.

Investment in Iran’s southeast-
ern Mokran Coast and the pur-
chase of Iranian oil were also
mentioned in the documents.
Raisi’s visit served as an exam-
ple of the high level of mutual
trust between China and Iran,
as well as a milestone for bilat-
eral ties.

Then in mid-July, 2023, the
agreements signed between
Iran and China during Presi-
dent Raisi’s trip to Beijing in
mid-February were turned into
specified projects during the
two countries’ Joint Cooper-
ation Committee meeting, the
Iranian finance and economic
affairs minister announced.

Iraj Elahi, the ambassador of Iran to
India, has said that Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi will pay a visit to India

The ambassador spoke to ABP LIVE,
saying that New Delhi should leverage
its ties with the U.S. to put pressure on
Israel to stop the “massacre in Gaza.”
Iran is hopeful that India will resume
buying crude from it as it used to be-
fore May 2019, when the purchases
ceased on account of United States
sanctions on the West Asian country,
Iraj Elahi, the Iranian Ambassador to
India, told ABP LIVE.

Tehran assures safeguards for Indian
oil companies against the sanctions,
the envoy said, adding that President
Raisi will be undertaking a visit to India
later this year to enhance bilateral ties
and take forward the Chabahar Port
project.

Elahi also said India can play a crucial
role in West Asia and leverage its close
relationship with the U.S. to “put pres-

in Gaza”.

The Iranian ambassador’s comments
come just over a week after the coun-
try launched ‘Operation True Promise’
against Israel’s airstrikes on an lranian
consulate in Damascus, Syria, earlier
this month, escalating tensions amid
the ongoing Hamas-Israel war.

Back in late March, Indian ambassador
to Iran, Rudra Gaurav Shresth, ad-
mired Nowruz, the venerable Persian
New Year celebration, as one of the
most significant festivities worldwide.
Shresth emphasized the profound
importance of Nowruz to the Per-
sian-speaking populace of India, re-
marking that the festival holds a special
place in their hearts, underscoring the
deep cultural connections between Iran
and India, IRIB reported.

“Among the Persian-speaking people

bration,” the envoy said, affirming the
festival’s enduring appeal and its ability
to bridge cultural divides.

Nowruz, originating from Iran, has
transcended borders to become a
cherished global tradition. And in India,
the arrival of the new year is celebrated
with joyous festivities, he said.
Celebrated for millennia, the ancient
festivity marks the beginning of spring
and is observed by millions of people
around the world, symbolizing re-
newal, hope, and the triumph of light
over darkness. Nowruz, held annually
on March 21st, heralds the New Year
and the rejuvenation of nature. Across
various nations, this joyous occasion
fosters peace, prosperity, and unity
among communities, acknowledging
the significance of our diverse identi-
ties.

[AEA chiel urges Irans cooperation amld alleged concerns

The Director General of the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA) has urged increased cooperation of
Iran with the agency, despite the country’s full com-

mitment to the issue.

Speaking to the German news agency Deutsche
Welle, Rafael Grossi expressed concern about Iran’s
alleged increasing enriched uranium stockpile. How-
ever, he clarified that this does not imply Iran currently
possesses or intends to acquire nuclear weapons.

Expressing apprehension about uranium enrichment
nearing weapons-grade levels, Grossi stressed that
developing a functional nuclear warhead requires

more than just enriched uranium.

He also voiced uncertainty regarding Iran’s intentions,
highlighting Iran’s assertions that the uranium enrich-
ment is primarily for medical or non-military purpos-

es.

These statements by Grossi align with Iran’s repeat-
ed claims of maintaining a peaceful program and re-
nouncing any interest in nuclear weapons.

In response, Nasser Kanaani, spokesperson for the
Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, reiterated Iran’s
position, affirming that nuclear weapons have no

place in Iran’s doctrine.

Previously, Mohammad Eslami, head of the Atomic
Energy Organization of Iran, criticized the dispropor-

*\AEA

International Atomic &

Bhr o

tionate scrutiny of Iran’s facilities relative to other
nations. Eslami reiterated on Wednesday that larn is
still committed to a memorandum of understanding
reached with the IAEA earlier this year that outlines
the way the country should comply with the agency’s
general directives and rules, including the Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty (NPT) and its safeguards agreements.
Grossi also denounced any notion of attacking Iran’s
nuclear facilities, emphasizing the grave risks associ-
ated with nuclear weapons.

gy

He expressed support for dialogue between Iran and
the United States, stressing the importance of clarify-
ing various issues.

Grossi also announced plans to visit Iran soon to fos-
ter enhanced cooperation with the agency.

The alleged concerns continue to rise up despite
Iran’s cooperation with the agency.

Back in May 2018, the then-president of the U.S. Don-
ald Trump unilaterally pulled the country out of the
2015 Iran deal, officially known as the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), and initiated the so-
called ‘maximum pressure campaign’ against Tehran
despite its full compliance with the pact. Consequent-
ly, Washington’s European allies, including France,
Germany, and the United Kingdom, aligned with the
sanctions by curtailing their trade activities with Iran.
The subsequent Vienna talks, initiated in April 2021
with Britain,
na, aimed at reinstating the JCPOA. Iran, firm in its
stance, insisted on the verifiable removal of all U.S.
sanctions and sought guarantees against a future
abandonment of the agreement by Washington.
However, discussions hit a standstill in August 2022,
primarily due to Washington’s unwavering position of
not lifting all the sanctions imposed on Tehran by the

France, Germany, Russia, and Chi-

previous U.S. administration.
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Military chief
asserts Op. True
Promise’s ‘strate-
gic impact global-

ly’

General Mohammad Bagheri,
the chief of Iran’s Armed Forces
Joint Staff, has emphasized the
significant strategic shifts wit-
nessed globally following Iran’s
retaliation against the Zionist
regime.

Speaking at a ceremony at the
National Defense University, at-
tended by military and national
officials, General Bagheri under-
scored the pivotal role of national
pride in reshaping the regional
dynamics.

“In the current critical regional
scenario, the National Defense
University stands as a beacon for
our nation’s future, meticulously
analyzing regional complexities,”
stated General Bagheri.

He elaborated on the trans-
formative impact of Operation
True Promise, describing it as a
“resolute response” to Tel Aviv’s
recent provocations.

The operation, launched in the
aftermath of the Israeli regime’s
terrorist attack on Iran’s diplo-
matic premises in Damascus,
marked a watershed moment in
regional dynamics.

“The retaliatory action by the
Islamic Republic of Iran sent
a strong message, altering the
strategic landscape not only in
our region but also on a global
scale,” General Bagheri affirmed.
Highlighting the meticulous stra-
tegic planning within the Armed
Forces, he stressed the imper-
ative for the National Defense
University to address strategic
challenges comprehensively.

“As the premier institution for
armed forces education, the
National ~ Defense
shoulders the responsibility of
grooming top-tier commanders
and strategic decision-makers,”
General Bagheri emphasized.

He emphasized the need for
continuous enhancement in re-
search quality and urged relent-
less efforts toward implementing
the university’s comprehensive
plan.

“In pursuit of excellence, we
must steadfastly execute the
university’s comprehensive
plan, ensuring continuous im-
provement,” concluded General
Bagheri.

Back on August 23, 2023, Gener-
al Bagheri spoke over the phone
with Azerbaijani Defense Minis-
ter General Hasanov Zakir Asgar
Oglu.

General Bagheri stressed the
need to expand bilateral relations
and defense and military cooper-
ation.

Referring to the valuable agree-
ments signed between the armed
forces of Iran and Azerbaijan in
the past, General Bagheri said,
“The level of cooperation, com-
munication and interaction be-
tween the armed forces of the
two countries is progressing
in all areas. We believe that the
armed forces can become a fac-
tor in strengthening, friendship
and brotherhood between the
two countries.”

General Bagheri announced the
full readiness of the armed forc-
es of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to participate in the Joint Military
Commission in Baku.

“Creating security and peace in
common borders is only possi-
ble with empathy and unity be-
tween neighboring countries,”
he said, according to Fars News,
adding, “The presence of for-
eigners in the region will cause
tension and conflict.”

University
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Iran, Pakistan vow
to strengthen bilat-
eral relations for
regional peace

Iranian President Ebrahim Rai-
si highlighted the potential for
the Islamic Republic and Paki-
stan to significantly contribute
to regional peace by strength-
ening their bilateral ties.
During a meeting with Paki-
stan’s Chief of Army Staff, Gen-
eral Syed Asim Munir, Raisi
emphasized that enhanced co-
operation between the armed
forces of Iran and Pakistan
could lead to peace and stabili-
ty not only within their borders
but also throughout the entire
region.

The discussions between Rai-
si and Munir revolved around
topics such as regional peace
and border security, with both
leaders exchanging views on
how to bolster bilateral rela-
tions and work together to pro-
mote stability and economic
prosperity in the region.
General Syed Asim Munir
stressed the importance of
coordinated efforts along the
Iran-Pakistan border to pre-
vent terrorists from disrupting
the longstanding friendship
between the two nations, refer-
ring to the border as a symbol
of peace and goodwill.
Raisi, accompanied by a
high-ranking politico-econom-
ic delegation, embarked on
a two-day visit to Islamabad,
where he engaged in various
activities including a joint press
conference  with  Pakistan’s
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and discussions with his Paki-
stani counterpart Asif Ali Zard-
ari regarding bilateral relations
and mutual interests.

The Iranian head of state also
met with Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar. The two
discussed regional and global
developments and “affirmed
commitment to peace and con-
structive dialogue for resolving
regional challenges.”
President Raisi visits Lahore,
Karachi

In Lahore, the Iranian president
received a warm welcome from
Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz upon his arrival at the
Allama Igbal International Air-
port earlier on Tuesday.

Amid heightened  security,
President Raisi touched down
in Karachi on Tuesday, mark-
ing the third leg of his visit to
Pakistan.

Upon landing at Jinnah Interna-
tional Airport, Sindh Chief Min-
ister Murad Ali Shah, Governor
Kamran Tessori, and other of-
ficials extended a cordial wel-
come to the lranian president
and his accompanying delega-
tion. First Lady Aseefa Bhutto,
daughter of President Asif Ali
Zardari, was also present to
greet the visiting dignitaries.
Stringent security measures
were put in place in and around
the airport to ensure the safety
of all attendees.

During his stay in Karachi,
President Raisi is scheduled to
meet with the provincial cabi-
net. In recognition of his efforts
in strengthening ties between
the two nations, the University
of Karachi will confer an hon-
orary PhD upon the lIranian
president.

Raisi’s visit marks the first
by a head of state to Pakistan
following the country’s recent
elections and the formation of a
new government under Sharif’s
leadership.
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TEDPIX falls

13,000 points

on Monday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
to  ones are the Iran Mercantile Ex-
2,303,382 on Monday, which is
the third day of the Iranian calen-

dropped 13,420 points

dar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian

stock exchanges, and the most
important one. The other three

change (IME), Iran Energy Ex-
change (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-
the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

These Are Some Best Fruit and Yegaie Skins to Fat

Source:
By:

You might be quick to peel away the
skins of your favorite fruits and vegeta-
bles to get to that delicious, juicy flesh
inside. But that cast-aside outer layer is
a treasure trove of nutrients, vitamins,
and fiber and adds some delightful tex-
ture and depth of flavor to meals.

Many fruits’ and vegetables’ skins,
peels, and rinds “are rich in fiber and
additional nutrients like potassium and
magnesium, enhancing the nutritional
value of your diet,” Michelle Routhen-
stein, RD, a preventive cardiology dieti-
tian, told Verywell.

We asked dietitians about their favorite
produce skins to eat, along with what
sort of health benefits they offer. Here
are the fruit and veggie peels that can
help you get some extra nutrition and
create less food waste.

Not All Fruit and Veggie Peels Safe to
Eat

Not all produce skins are safe to eat. For
example, mango skin contains urushiol,
the same compound found in poison
ivy, which can trigger allergic reactions
in people who are susceptible. The skin
of some exotic fruits, such as lychee,
contains toxins that can be harmful if
ingested.

Kiwi

“I love eating the whole kiwi fruit, in-

cluding the fuzzy skin, as it doubles the
amount of fiber and provides extra dos-
es of essential nutrients like vitamin E,
C, and polyphenols,” said Routhenstein.
There’s some research to back up claims
about the health benefits of kiwi skin. A
2020 study looked at the effects of eat-
ing three SunGold kiwifruits—the vari-
ety with smooth skin and gold-colored
flesh—both with and without the skins.
Eating the skin of the kiwi appeared to
result in lower inflammation and bene-
ficial effects on gastrointestinal health.1
Tomato

“Tomato skins are rich in the antioxi-
dant lycopene, which helps boost col-
lagen and protect against sun damage,
leaving skin more smooth and youth-
ful,” Wan Na Chun, RD, owner of One
Pot Wellness based in Indianapolis, told
Verywell.
Tomato skin has 2.5 times more lyco-
pene than the pulp.2 When it comes
to micronutrients, the skin also offers
plenty, including zinc, manganese, and
copper.3
Citrus

“Though typically not eaten in large
amounts, | love incorporating the zest
from citrus peels (oranges, limes, lem-
ons) in non-alcoholic beverages and
dishes,” Kat Garcia-Benson, RDN, told

Verywell. “The zest not only enhances
the flavor profile but also can unify the
entire meal and add a little more nutri-
ents.”
Eating citrus peels is considered a nutri-
tious choice because they contain high
concentrations of fiber, vitamins, and
antioxidants. The peel packs more fiber
than the fruit inside, which helps with
digestion and promotes gut health.
Additionally, citrus peels are rich in
vitamin C and various bioflavonoids,
which have anti-inflammatory and im-
mune-boosting properties. Citrus peels
also possess antioxidants that help fight
free radicals, reduce the risk of chronic
diseases, and boost skin health.
Potato

“Potato skins are another nutritional
powerhouse, containing higher levels
of vitamin G, potassium, folate, mag-
nesium, and phosphorus compared to
the peeled potato,” Chrissy Arsenault,
RDN, a registered dietitian at Trainer
Academy, told Verywell. “They also pro-
vide additional fiber, contributing to gut
health and satiety.”
Can | Eat Green Potato Skin?
Look at the color of a potato’s skin care-
fully. Green potatoes contain solanine,
a natural toxin that can cause nausea,
headaches, and in severe cases, neuro-

logical problems.7
Carrot

Arsenault said that carrot skins are
a nutritional powerhouse that you
shouldn’t overlook.

“These skins are rich in fiber, an-
tioxidants like beta-carotene and

polyacetylenes, and other benefi-
cial phytonutrients. Beta-carotene,

which the body converts to vitamin

A, is crucial for maintaining healthy
vision, skin, and immunity,” she said.
Antioxidants in carrot skins may help
protect your cells from damage, poten-
tially reducing the risk of chronic dis-
ease and even cancer.8
Apple

Among various fruit peels that are con-
sumable, the apple peel stands out as
one of the most beneficial to include in
your diet. It's a great source of vitamins
and minerals, most notably vitamin C
and potassium, which are essential for
overall health.
Apple peels are also packed with a high
concentration of fiber, contributing to
better digestion and weight manage-
ment. They also contain important an-
tioxidants and plant compounds (like
quercetin, catechin, and chlorogenic
acid) that may help prevent chronic dis-
eases and promote heart health.9

01l Mimstry mks co-op MOU with AEOI

Grapes
The skin of grapes is a rich source of

antioxidants, including resveratrol,
anthocyanins, and flavonoids. These
compounds are known for their ability
to fight oxidative stress and reduce in-
flammation in the body.

Iran’s Oil Ministry and Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI)
signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) on Monday, April
22, to boost cooperation in a range of areas including technology.
Under the terms of the deal, the two sides will cooperate on a variety
of issues including the realization of general policies of the Islamic
establishment, going ahead with the resistance economy policies,
meeting mutual needs, and boosting the technological capabilities of

the country.

The 10-article memorandum also covers issues like cooperation in
doing research and deployment of new nuclear technologies such as

The loading and unloading of goods in
the ports of Iran increased by four per-
centin the previous Iranian calendar year
1402 (ended on March 19), as compared
to the same period in a year earlier, the
data released by the country’s Trans-
port and Urban Development Ministry
showed.

During the mentioned period, loading
and unloading operations in the contain-
er sector also rose 10 percent year on
year to reach 2.614 million TEUs.

Based on the data previously released by
the Transport and Urban Development
Ministry, the loading and unloading of
goods in the ports of Iran rose 17 per-
cent during the Iranian calendar year

1401 (ended on March 20, 2023), as
compared to the preceding year.

The ministry’s data show that the loading
and unloading of goods in the country’s
ports reached 152.91 million tons in the
mentioned year, while the figure stood at
130.69 million tons in the preceding year.
During the said year, loading and unload-
ing operations in the container sector
reached 2.1 million TEUs with a weight of
24.57 million tons, which was 13.5 per-
cent more than the 1.85 million TEUs in
the Iranian calendar year 1400, the report
said.

While Iran is combating the U.S. unilat-
eral sanctions on its economy, the coun-
try’s ports as the major gates of exports

using rays in oil, gas, refining, and petrochemical sectors as well as
facilitating providing services and products.
The document was signed by the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran’s
Deputy for Strategic Planning and Supervision Mohammad Ghannadi
Maraghe, and the Deputy Minister of Petroleum for Engineering and
Research Vahidreza Zeidifar, on behalf of the Petroleum Ministry.

The two sides also reached an agreement to establish a strategic
committee, comprising the two sides’ representatives, to facilitate
and accelerate the implementation of the MoU’s contents and take
other necessary steps about the enforcement of the document.

and imports play a significant role in this
battle. This role makes all-out support to
ports and more development of them se-
rious and vital.

Such necessity has led the government
to define projects for more development
of the ports and also take some meas-
ures to encourage investment making in
ports, in addition to facilitating the load-
ing and unloading of goods, especially
basic commaodities, there.

It is worth mentioning that Iran’s Ports
and Maritime Organization has defined
a high number of projects to develop
and improve the country’s ports, as the
country aims to double the capacity of its
ports in five years.

(BT provides $4.3

billion to import

medicine, medical
equipment in a year

The Central Bank of Iran (CBI) provid-
ed $4.3 billion of foreign currency to
the importers of medicine and medi-
cal equipment in the previous Iranian
calendar year (ended on March 19).
As IRNA reported, the figure was 26
percent more than the preceding year,
in which $3.4 billion was allocated for
the imports of the mentioned prod-
ucts.

Based on the CBI data, the bank has
also supplied more than $636 million
of subsidized foreign currency to the
importers of medical equipment and
medicine over the past 34 days.

From the beginning of the current
year (March 20) up to May 22, the
central bank has provided more than
$3.143 billion of foreign currency for
the imports of four groups of essen-
tial commodities including food and
agricultural products, and medicine.
Back in March, Iran’s Expediency
Discernment Council authorized the
government and the state manage-
ment apparatuses, including the CBI,
to spend 13.6 billion euros at a prefer-
ential exchange rate for the import of
basic items such as agricultural prod-
ucts, medicine, and its raw materials
as well as medical equipment.

The council members decided on the

import fund allocation while meeting
under the chairmanship of Ayatollah
Amoli Larijani to discuss and review
the budget for the current financial
year.

They stressed that the government
would offer preferential rates for
clearing or exchanging foreign re-
sources resulting from the export
of oil, gas, and gas condensates for
the import of “only basic agricultur-
al goods and medicine”, the list of
which, will be approved by the Coun-
cil of Ministers by the end of April.
As reported, the imports will be over-
seen by a working group consisting
of the first vice president, the head
of the central bank, the head of the
country’s planning and budget or-
ganization, the minister of economic
affairs and finance, the minister of
agricultural as well as the minister of
mining industry and trade.

The Minister of Health along with oth-
er relevant bodies are also required
to implement and monitor the alloca-
tion, distribution, and use of currency
for medicine and equipment.

In addition, the central bank is obliged
to prepare monthly reports on the im-
plementation of Clause 4(A) of the
Budget Law.
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