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Annual foreign
trade exceeds $153m

The value of Iran’s foreign trade in-
cluding oil and technical engineer-
ing services reached $153.17.8
billion in the last Iranian calendar
year 1402 (ended on March 19),
the head of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration (IRI-
CA) said.

According to Mohammad Rezvan-
ifar, the value of the Islamic Re-
public’s trade with the partners in
the previous year increased by 2.6
percent compared to the same pe-
riod last year, Tasnim News Agency
reported.

The official put the country’s non-
oil exports, excluding exports of
electricity, crude oil, and techno-en-
gineering services, at 136.4 million
tons worth $49.33 billion which
shows a 9.82 percent rise in terms
of tonnage and an 8.87 percent de-
cline in terms of value.

Iran exported $35.87 hillion of
crude oil, $370 million of electricity,
and $1.293 billion of technical en-
gineering services in the mentioned
year, according to Rezvanifar.
According to him, during this peri-
o0d, 48.8 million tons of petrochem-
ical products worth $19.4 hillion
were also exported, which shows
a decrease of 11.32 percent and
28.59 percent in terms of weight
and value, respectively.

During this period, liquefied natu-
ral gas with $3.9 hillion, liquefied
propane with $3.62 billion, and bi-
tumen-oil with $2.19 hillion were
Iran’s top exported items.

Iran’s top export destination during
this period was China with $13.915
billion worth of imports from the
Islamic Republic, followed by Iraq
with $9.215 billion, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) with over $6.611
billion, Turkey with $4.16 billion,
and India with $2.17 billion.

The official put the average cus-
toms value of each ton of exported
goods at $362 which has decreased
by 17 percent compared to the
preceding year.

During this period, 39 million tons
of goods worth $66.28 billion were
also imported into the country,
which shows an increase of 4.39
percent in terms of weight and 77.9
percent in terms of value, he said.
The country’s top five sources of
imports in the previous year were
the UAE with $20.782 nbillion,
China with $18.545 billion, Tur-
key with $7.541 billion, Germany
with $2.155 billion, and India with
$1.917 bhillion worth of imports.
Corn, mobile phones, and gold in-
gots were the top three imported
items followed by soybeans, auto-
mobile parts, sunflower seeds, and
safflower were the five main items
imported by the Islamic Republic.
Rezvanifar said the average cus-
toms value of each ton of import-
ed goods increased by $5.16 and
reached $1,697.
Annual trade with
touches  $61b

The value of Iran’s trade with its
neighbors also increased by 1.35
percent in the previous Iranian cal-
endar year to reach $60.773 billion,
according to Rezvanifar.

He put the weight of non-oil trade
with the neighboring countries at
95.924 million tons in the said pe-
riod, which was 2.45 percent less
than the figure for the preceding
year.

During the past year, Iran exported
$28.288 hillion worth of goods to
its neighbors, while importing com-
modities valued at $32.485 billion.
Iran’s exports to neighboring coun-
tries decreased by 9.51 percent in
the mentioned year; while the im-
ports from neighboring countries
increased by 13.17 percent.

He named lIraq, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Turkey, Pakistan,
and Afghanistan as the top im-
porters of Iranian goods among
the neighboring countries, and the
UAE, Turkey, Russia, Oman, and
Pakistan as the main sources of im-
ports in the previous.

neighbors
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Production of steel in Iran in-
creased by 5.8 percent in the
previous Iranian calendar year
1402 (ended on March 19),
as compared to the preceding
year, according to the Iranian
Steel Producers Association
(ISPA).

According to the latest data
released by the ISPA, the coun-
try’s steel production reached
29.334 million tons in the pre-
vious year, IRNA reported.

Of the mentioned amount,
18,452,000 tons were billet
and bloom and 10,882,000
tons were slabs; Billet and
bloom production increased by
9.2 percent and slab produc-
tion increased by 0.7 percent in
the previous year.

According to the ISPA data, the
production of sponge iron also
increased by 8.5 percent in the
previous year in comparison

to the figure for the preceding
year.

Iran improved its global stand-
ing in steel production, becom-
ing the ninth-largest producer
in January 2024, according to
new data released by the World
Steel Association (WSA).

In the first month of 2024, Ira-
nian steel mills produced a to-
tal of 2.6 million tons of steel,
registering a 39.3 percent in-
crease compared to the same
month of 2023, as reported by
the WSA on Monday.

The world’s 71 steel-produc-
ing countries produced 148.1
million tons of steel in January
2024, indicating a 1.6 percent
yearly decline.

Iran was ranked first in terms
of production growth among
the world’s top steel producers
in the mentioned period.
According to the World Steel
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Steel production rises 3.8

Association, Iran is the world’s
ninth largest steel producer in
the said period, after countries
like China, India, Japan, the US,
Russia, South Korea, Turkey,
and Germany.

The Islamic Republic produced
31.1 million tons of crude steel
in 2023 to account for 58.4
percent of West Asia’s total
production in the mentioned
year, according to the WSA.
The West Asian nations re-
viewed in the WSA report,
including Iran, Iraq, Jordan,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, and Yemen, managed
to produce 53.2 million tons of
steel in 2023.

The country’s steel production
increased by 1.8 percent in
2023 as compared to the pre-
vious year, when the produc-
tion stood at 30.6 million tons,
based on the WSA data.

yedr on year

West Asia’s total crude steel
output increased by 1.3 per-
cent in the mentioned year as
compared to 2022.

Based on the WSA data, Iran
was the world’s 10th largest
steel producer in 2023.

The world’s steel producers
managed to produce more
than 1.888 billion tons of steel
in 2023, which is a very slight
decrease compared to 2022,
and as a result, the World Steel
Association has declared the
percentage of change to be
Zero.

China with a production of
1.019 billion tons, India with
a production of 140.2 million
tons, and Japan with a pro-
duction of 87 million tons were
the top three steel-producing
countries in the world in 2023.
The Iranian Steel industry has
been constantly developing
over the past years against all
the pressures and obstacles
created by outside forces like
the U.S. sanctions and the
coronavirus outbreak that has
severely affected the perfor-
mance of the world’s top pro-
ducers.

The country is expected to
climb to seventh place among
the world’s top steel producers
by the Iranian calendar year
1404 (March 2025).

The official noted that steel
production in the country also
increased by 10.5 percent in
the first three months of the
current calendar year (March
21-June 21) as compared to
the same quarter in the previ-
ous year.

Yaghoubi estimated Iran’s steel
production to reach 32 million

tons in the current year.

As recently announced by
the World Steel Associa-
tion (WSA), Iran is ranked
eighth among the world’s top
steel-producing countries in
the first six months of 2023.
Production of crude steel
in Iran reached 16.1 million
tons during the mentioned six
months, registering a 4.8 per-
cent increase year on year, ac-
cording to WSA data.

The Islamic Republic stood at
10th place among the world’s
biggest steel producers in the
first half of 2022.

Iran’s monthly crude steel out-
put stood at 3.2 million tons
in June, indicating an increase
of 17.4 percent compared to
the figure for June 2022. The
world’s producers managed to
produce 158.8 million tons of
steel in the said month to reg-
ister a 0.1-percent drop year on
year.

The Iranian steel industry has
been constantly developing
over the past years against all
the pressures and obstacles
created by outside forces like
the U.S. sanctions and the
coronavirus outbreak that has
severely affected the perfor-
mance of the world’s top pro-
ducers.

Back in February, the WSA re-
ported that Iran’s crude steel
production increased by eight
percent in 2022 when the pro-
duction by the world’s top 64
steelmakers declined by 4.2
percent.

Iran was ranked first among
the world’s top steel producers
in terms of production growth
in the previous year.

Foretgn journalists witness outstandimg development m China’s Haman

HAINAN, China - During a one-week
trip to China’s Hainan province,
journalists from Asian and Eurasian
countries witnessed the prominent
development process in the province.
In the trip, which was arranged by
China International Press Communi-
cation Center (CIPCC), the journalists
visited three cities in Hainan island
province. The first city was Boao, the
second was Sanya, and the third one
was Haikou, the capital of Hainan.
The following is an introduction to
Hainan Free Trade Port:

|. What is Hainan Free Trade Port:
Hainan is China’s largest economic
special zone. In April 2018, the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist
Party of China decided to build Hain-
an Island into a free trade pilot zone,
supporting Hainan’s gradual explora-
tion and steady advancement of the
construction of a Chinese-style free
trade port, and establishing a policy
and institutional system for free trade
ports in stages and steps.

The free trade port is hailed as the
most advanced form of openness in
the world today. The construction of
a free trade port in Hainan represents
China’s strategic choice to explore
and promote a higher level of open-
ing up, demonstrating China’s unwa-
vering determination and confidence
in advancing opening up.

Il. What are the preferential poli-
cies of Hainan Free Trade Port:

The preferential policies of the Hain-
an Free Trade Port mainly include the
following aspects:

In implementing trade liberalization
and facilitation: In terms of com-
modity trade, gradually realize the
free and convenient entry and exit of
overseas goods in the Hainan Free
Trade Port. In terms of service trade,
implement a negative list system for
cross-border service trade to pro-
mote the liberalization and facilitation
of cross-border service trade.

In implementing investment liberal-

b s B v
ization and facilitation: Greatly relax
market access and foreign invest-
ment access, implement a com-
mitment system for market access,
strictly implement the principle of
“access unless prohibited,” and
comprehensively implement a “min-
imum approval” investment system.
Innovate and improve the investment
freedom system, promote the imple-
mentation of facilitation policies in
various aspects such as enterprise
establishment, operation, deregistra-
tion, and bankruptcy.

In implementing free and convenient
cross-border capital flow: Imple-
ment more convenient cross-border
investment and financing policies,
support the priority implementation
of financial industry opening-up pol-
icies in the Hainan Free Trade Port.
In implementing free and convenient
entry and exit of personnel: Imple-
ment more open policies for high-
end industrial talents and residence
permits, and create a gathering place
for talents. Further relax restrictions
on the free entry and exit of person-
nel and implement more convenient
visa-free measures.

In implementing free and convenient

transportation: Promote the con-
struction of the New International
Land-Sea Trade Hub in western Chi-
na. Further relax airspace control
and route rights restrictions, pilot
the opening of the seventh freedom,
and encourage domestic and foreign
airlines to increase capacity develop-
ment.

In implementing orderly and secure
flow of data: Orderly expand the
opening of communication resources
and business, explore and carry out
pilot projects for international inter-
net data exchange, and actively culti-
vate and develop the digital economy.
In implementing tax policies with
international competitiveness: Grad-
ually promote the implementation of
the “zero tariff” policy for imported
goods, and gradually optimize cor-
porate income tax and individual
income tax policies. Currently, enter-
prises engaged in encouraged indus-
tries registered and substantially op-
erating in the Hainan Free Trade Port
are subject to a corporate income
tax rate of 15%. For high-end talent
and in-demand talent working in the
Hainan Free Trade Port, the portion
of their personal income tax that ex-

Al

ceeds an actual tax burden of 15% is
exempted from tax.

IlI. Construction Schedule

The construction of the Hainan Free
Trade Port is divided into several
stages:

By 2025, the initial establishment of
a policy and institutional system for
free trade ports focused on trade
liberalization and investment facili-
tation.

By 2035, the institutional system
and operational model of the free
trade port will be more mature. The
basic framework of trade and invest-
ment rules will be characterized by
freedom, fairness, rule of law, and
high-standard process supervision.
This will achieve trade liberalization
and facilitation, investment liberaliza-
tion and facilitation, free and conven-
ient cross-border capital flow, free
and convenient entry and exit of per-
sonnel, free and convenient transpor-
tation, and secure and orderly data
flow. It will become a new highland
for China’s open economy.

By the middle of this century, a
high-level free trade port with strong
international influence will be com-
prehensively established.
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Iran-Turkey trade
reaches $930m in
2 months

The trade exchanges between
Iran and Turkey in the first two
months of 2024 reached $930
million, showing a one percent
increase compared to the same
month last year.

According to the latest figures
released by the Turkish Statisti-
cal Institute (TURKSTAT), Iran’s
trade with the neighboring
country stood at $919 million in
January-February 2023.
According to TURKSTAT, Tur-
key's exports to Iran in the
mentioned two months reached
$580 million, recording a 23
percent increase compared to
last year’s corresponding peri-
od.

Turkey exported over $469 mil-
lion worth of products to the
Islamic Republic in the first two
months of 2023.

Turkey’s imports from Iran
however registered a 22 percent
decline and fell from $450 mil-
lion in January-February 2023
to $350 million in the first two
months of 2024.

The trade exchange between
Iran and Turkey stood at $5.490
billion in 2023 with a decrease
of 14 percent.

Based on the data previously re-
leased by the Turkish Statistical
Institute, the value of Iran’s ex-
ports to Turkey increased by 19
percent to reach $3.35 billion in
2022.

Turkey had imported over $2.82
billion worth of commodities
from the Islamic Republic in
2021.

Based on the mentioned data,
Iran’s imports from the country
also marked an 11-percent rise
to hit $3.07 billion in the past
year, in comparison with 2021,
when the figure was $2.77 bil-
lion.

According to the Turkish Statis-
tical Institute, the trade between
the two countries registered a
15-percent rise in 2022 com-
pared to 2021.

The value of trade between the
two neighbors reached $6.42
billion in 2022, while the fig-
ure stood at $5.59 billion in the
preceding year.

Iran’s trade balance with Turkey
was $280 million positive in fa-
vor of Iran in the past year.
Last July, Iran, and Turkey dis-
cussed ways of expanding eco-
nomic relations along with po-
litical ties at the Turkish-Iranian
High-Level Cooperation Council
in Tehran.

During the meeting, which was
co-chaired by Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi and Turkish Pres-
ident Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the
two sides negotiated the exten-
sion of the gas export contract
between the two sides for the
next 25 years.

In the meeting, President Raisi
noted that the Islamic Republic
of Iran is determined to expand
economic relations with neigh-
boring countries.

The president also evaluated
Tehran-Ankara ties as positive
and progressive, saying that the
two countries should pursue
appropriate policies to move
towards increasing their annual
trade exchanges to $30 billion.
On the sidelines of the men-
tioned meeting, Iranian Energy
Minister Ali-Akbar Mehrabian
also held talks with Turkish
Minister of Energy and Natu-
ral Resources Fatih Dunmez in
which the two sides exchanged
views on cooperation in energy
fields.
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TEDPIX falls
15,000 points
on Tuesday

TEDPIX, the main index of
the Tehran Stock Exchange
(TSE), dropped 15,727
points to 2,245,445 on
Tuesday, which is the
fourth day of the Iranian
calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Ira-
nian stock exchanges, and
the most important one.
The other three ones are
the Iran Mercantile Ex-
change (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and
Iran’s  over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as
Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).
Head of Iran’s Securitas
and Exchange Organiza-
tion (SEO) Majid Eshqi
has said that using the
capacities of the country’s
private sector in the stock
market has been one of
the main strategies of the
organization over the past
year.

“One of the main ap-
proaches of the Securitas
and Exchange Organiza-
tion during the past year
has been to use the power
of the private sector, be-
cause government entities
and the public sector do
not have the necessary
characteristics for eco-
nomic prosperity, so we
must increase the share
of the private sector in
the capital market,” Eshqi
said.

Large industries have
their own problems and
fluctuations, but small and
medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) can compensate
for these fluctuations,
the official said, adding
that the main part of the
world economy is moving
towards small and medi-
um-sized companies be-
cause value, employment,
and innovation lie in such
companies.

The SEO head further not-
ed that the stock market
should mainly focus on
investment and financing,
saying: “We need to direct
the liquidity flow towards
production.”
Emphasizing the impor-
tant role of the seventh
National Development
Plan (2022-2026) in se-
curing the future of the
capital market, Eshqi
stated: “One of the major
indicators of investment
is predictability, so more
action should be taken in
the seventh development
plan to make the economy
more predictable.”

He pointed to the hold-
ing of investment and
financing conferences in
provinces as a starting
point for a new move-
ment towards promot-
ing investment and said:
“Economic enterprises do
not have enough familiar-
ity with the capital market
and such conferences are
bridges that provide the
necessary platform in this
regard.”
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Iran foils

ISIS-Khorasan

tel‘l‘or plot n planning a terrorist operation in the

city of Qom. The suspects were ap-
Qom; arrESts 2 prehended as they attempted to enter
terrorists a shrine in Qom, a revered religious

Iranian  authorities announced on
Tuesday the arrest of two individuals
believed to be members of ISIS-Kho-
rasan, a terrorist group, who were

site in Iran. The incident highlights the
continued efforts of Iran to combat
terrorism and protect its citizens and
religious sites from extremist threats.
Authorities have urged heightened
vigilance among the public and reiter-
ated the importance of cooperation in
preventing acts of terrorism.

Diabetes and
Ramadan: 10 Tips for
Fasting

Source:
By:

The Department of Endocrinology
from Sengkang General Hospital (SKH)
shares 10 tips on how those with di-
abetes can better manage Ramadan
fasting.

Fasting during Ramadan is not compul-
sory if you have chronic diseases, or
where fasting endangers or is harmful
to your life.

Fasting during the month of Rama-
dan is one of the pillars of Islam and
a duty for every Muslim. In this article,
Dr Sueziani Zainudin, Consultant, from
the Endocrinology Service at Sengkang
General Hospital (SKH), and Dr Daphne
Gardner, Senior Consultant, from the
Department of Endocrinology at Sin-
gapore General Hospital (SGH), both
members of the SingHealth group,
share guidelines for those with diabetes
on how to manage Ramadan fasting.
Before you fast

1. Know that there is no compulsion to

fast when you’re not healthy

Surah Al Bagarah Verse 184 - 185 pro-
vides a clear guide that fasting during
Ramadan is not compulsory if you have
chronic diseases, or where fasting en-
dangers or is harmful to your life (e.g. if
you’re on insulin, have renal failure, or
are pregnant).

You can make contributions to the poor
or needy in lieu of fasting during Ram-
adan.

2. Make the decision to fast with the
doctor treating your diabetes 2 months
before Ramadan

It is important to discuss fasting with
your doctor up to 2 months before
Ramadan as you will need to know:

- How to fast safely

- Whether adjustments to your diabe-
tes medications may need to be made
beforehand.

Do not self-adjust or stop medications
on your own.

3. Have a trial run of fasting before
Ramadan

A “trial run” of fasting before Ramadan
(i.e. Puasa Sunat) may be done to iden-
tify possible problems during fasting
for Ramadan. Please discuss this with
your doctor.

During your fast

4. Don’t skip Sahur (your pre-dawn
meal)

You must not skip your Sahur (pre-
dawn) meal. Have a well-balanced meal
in the morning and take an appropriate
amount of insulin for that, taking into
consideration that you will not be eating
through the day until sunset. Should
you miss your Sahur meal, you should
not fast.

5. Choose foods with low glycaemic
index (GlI) to prevent your blood sugar
from fluctuating too much.

For example, basmati rice has a lower
Gl than regular white rice.

6. Drink 8 glasses of sugar-free fluids
Try to drink adequate fluids (choose
sugar-free fluids) during Sahur and If-
tar (sunset-meal) to replenish fluid loss
during the day. Aim for 8 glasses a day.
7. Monitor your blood glucose levels
when you are fasting

Self-monitoring of blood glucose dur-
ing fasting is allowed during Ramadan.
In fact, it is necessary for a successful
fast.

8. Check for high blood glucose, low
blood glucose levels or severe dehy-
dration

You must be able to recognise when
you have high blood glucose levels, low
blood glucose levels or severe dehydra-
tion.

9. Signs you should stop fasting

You MUST terminate your fast immedi-
ately if you encounter these problems.
Skipped fasting days can be replaced in
the future.

Blood glucose levels

- Blood glucose < 4.0 mmol/L during
fasting

- Blood glucose > 16 mmol/IL

Signs of hypoglycaemia (low blood glu-
cose)

- Feelings of tremors

- Sweating

- Palpitations

- Hunger

- Dizziness

- Confusion

Symptoms of severe dehydration

- Dizziness (feeling faint)

- Confusion

After your fast

10. Break your fast promptly and eat
in moderation

Breaking of fasting (berbuka) should
not be delayed. When breaking fast,
drink plenty of fluids and have a healthy
meal. Try not to go overboard when you
buka puasa!

[ran remmds Guterres on UN responsibility amid Israeli strike on Tehran embassy m Syria

Following the Israeli air attack on the consular section of Teh-
ran’s embassy in Syria on Monday afternoon, Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian telephoned UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres on Tuesday to remind him about the
responsibility of the UN as the most important international
body as well as the Security Council in “protecting international

peace and security”.

Writing on X, Amir Abdollahian said he had asked “proper and
open reaction of the United Nations Security Council in con-
demning the recent crime of the Zionist regime in its terrorist

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman has
strongly condemned the atrocious as-
sault by the Zionist military on the work-
ers of World Central Kitchen.

The United States-based aid group,
World Central Kitchen (WCK), con-
firmed on Tuesday that its staff mem-
bers were killed in a “targeted attack” by
the Israeli military. The deceased hailed
from Palestine, Australia, Poland, the
United Kingdom, as well as a U.S.-Can-
ada citizen.

“The team from WCK, entrusted with
the crucial task of distributing food
aid in the Gaza Strip, has fallen victim
to a troubling act of aggression that
demands immediate global condemna-
tion,” Nasser Kanaani wrote in a social
media post on Tuesday.

Expressing heartfelt condolences and
unwavering solidarity with the families
of the seven victims who tragically lost

s
their lives in this heinous attack, Kanaani
emphasized the diverse nationalities
represented among the victims, under-
scoring the far-reaching impact of this
atrocity.

Furthermore, Kanaani underscored that
this appalling incident serves as yet an-
other stark reminder of the relentless
agenda pursued by the Zionist regime,
which seeks to perpetuate suffering
by instigating hunger, fostering fam-
ine, and orchestrating targeted killings
of innocent civilians. He wrote, “The
regime’s deliberate targeting of inter-
national relief teams, humanitarian or-
ganizations, and grassroots community
groups underscores a callous disregard
for fundamental humanitarian principles
and international law.”

“Such a reprehensible and inhumane
approach underscores the Zionist re-
gime’s flagrant disregard for established

attack on the consular section of our embassy in Damascus and
the assassination of the official Iranian military advisors and Syr-
ian nationals.”

The foreign minister said the UN chief condemned the attack and
expressed condolences over the assassination of the Iranian mil-
itary advisors.

“Antonio Guterres also referred to three concerns of the United
Nations including the need for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza,
delivery of humanitarian aid for Gaza and the necessity of pre-
venting the spread of the war,” Amir Abdollahian wrote.

)
international norms, regulations, and
universal ethical standards, further ex-
acerbating global outrage and indigna-
tion,” Kanaani further asserted.
The spokesman emphasized the urgent
need for concerted international action
to hold the perpetrators accountable
and to stand unequivocally in support of
the oppressed Palestinian people.
WCK stated that the attack occurred as
its staff were delivering food from its lat-
est shipment to Gaza, where hundreds
of thousands of Palestinians have been
pushed to the brink of famine by Israel’'s
offensive.
Erin Gore, the CEQ of the charity, re-
marked, “This is not only an attack
against WCK, this is an attack on hu-
manitarian organizations showing up in
the most dire of situations where food is
being used as a weapon of war. This is
unforgivable.”

The UN Security Council will con-
vene an open session on Tuesday
following Russia’s request regard-
ing Monday’s Israeli airstrike on
Iran’s diplomatic facility in Syria.
Dmitry Polyanskiy, Russia’s First
Deputy Permanent Representative
to the UN, announced this deci-
sion.

The airstrike in Damascus’s Mez-
zeh district resulted in the deaths
of seven military advisors from the
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC). Iranian officials have
vowed a decisive response, view-
ing it as a violation of international
obligations.

In response to the airstrike, Iran
called on the UN Security Council
to condemn the attack in a letter
to UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres and UNSC President Va-
nessa Frazier. Iran’s mission to the
United Nations urged denunciation
of the Israeli regime’s “heinous
and abhorrent terrorist attack” that
claimed the lives of seven military
advisors from the IRGC.

The letter underscored that the
strike violated the United Nations
Charter, international law, and the
principle of the inviolability of dip-
lomatic and consular premises. It
warned of far-reaching internation-
al implications that could exacer-
bate regional tensions, holding the
aggressor Zionist regime responsi-
ble for its consequences.

UNSC to convene after Israeli airstrikes
ont Iramian diplomatic factlities i Syria

Polyanskiy stated on X— formerly
Twitter, “After Israel’s airstrike on
the Iranian consulate in Damascus
today, Iranians have turned to the
UN Security Council to condemn
this action. Following their letter,
we have requested an open brief-
ing of the UN Security Council.
The Maltese presidency has sched-
uled it for 3:00 PM New York time
(10:00 PM Moscow time) on April
2nd.”

Israeli warplanes targeted the Ira-
nian embassy in Damascus on
Monday afternoon, resulting in
seven casualties, including a top
commander and his deputy.
Brigadier ~General Mohammad
Reza Zahedi, a senior commander
in the Quds Force of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC),
and his deputy, General Moham-
mad Hadi Hajirahimi, were among
the casualties, according to an
IRGC statement.

Iran’s mission to the United Na-
tions deemed the strike a “flagrant
violation of the United Nations
Charter, international law, and the
foundational principle of the invio-
lability of diplomatic and consular
premises.” Describing the strike
as “a significant threat to region-
al peace and security,” the Iranian
mission urged the UN Security
Council to condemn the attack and
stated that Tehran reserved the
right “to take a decisive response.”
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