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Iran’s thermal power
generation capacity
rises by 965MW

An official at Iran’s Thermal Power
Plants Holding Company (TPPH) said
the electricity generation capacity in
the country’s thermal power plants
increased by over 965 megawatts
(MW) in the previous Iranian year with
the assistance of domestic knowl-
edge-based companies.

The electricity generation capacity
of Iran’s power plants increased by
more than 965 MW last year with
the implementation of projects to
boost the power of gas-fired and
combined-cycle power plants and
remove restrictions in the steam pow-
er units in cooperation with the local
knowledge-based companies, Esmaeil
Namazi said.

The Thermal Power Plants Holding
Company inaugurated several new
power plants in the previous Persian
year and came up with plans to raise
the electricity generation capacity of
the existing power stations, he added,
according to IRNA.

He noted that projects to generate
over 2,000 MW of electricity have
been implemented across Iran since
the current administration assumed
office in August 2021. The director of
Iran Power Plant Repairs Company
(IPRC) said in February that Iran is the
forerunner in West Asia in the field of
repairing thermal power plants.
The nominal capacity of Iran’s power
plants reached 92,055 MW in the pre-
vious Iranian calendar year (ended on
March 19), according to the latest data
released by Iran Grid Management
Company (IGMC).

As reported, the capacity of the coun-
try’s gas power plants, which account
for 25.3 percent of the country’s total
power generation capacity, also in-
creased by 3.1 percent to 23,330 MW
in the past year.

The total capacity of renewable power
plants also increased by 20 percent
compared to the previous year, reach-
ing 1,120 MW.

Most of Iran’s power generation ca-
pacity is supplied by thermal power
plants. Currently, combined cycle
power plants account for the biggest
share of the country’s total power
generation capacity followed by gas
power plants. The total capacity of the
country’s thermal power plants stands
at over 72,000 MW, according to the
Thermal Power Plant Holding.
Increasing the country’s power
generation capacity and preventing
blackouts during peak consumption
periods have been among the Iranian
Energy Ministry’s top priorities since
the current government administra-
tion took office in 2021.

In August 2021, Energy Minister
Ali-Akbar Mehrabian announced that
his ministry was planning to boost
the country’s power generation capac-
ity by 35,000 MW over the next four
years. The mentioned figure would
be achieved through the construction
of thermal power plants with 15,000
MW of capacity, and renewable power
plants with a capacity of 10,000 MW
by the public and private sectors, as
well as the construction of new power
plants with 10,000 megawatts capaci-
ty by large industries.

According to Iran Water and Power
Resources Development Company
(IWPCO0), the company is also con-
structing new hydropower plants with
a total capacity of 4,000 MW across
the country.

The IWPCO Deputy Head Mashallah
Tabe’-Jamaat said on Sunday that the
company is also conducting prelim-
inary studies for the construction of
1,200 MW of new hydropower plants.
Over the past decade, constant tem-
perature rises and the significant
decrease in rainfalls across Iran have
put the country in a hard situation re-
garding electricity supply during peak
consumption periods.

In this regard, the Energy Ministry has
been following new programs to meet
the country’s power demand during
peak periods and to prevent outages.
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Iran stresses need

An official at the Trade Promo-
tion Organization of Iran (TPO)
said that implementation of a
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) be-
tween Iran and Syria would beef
up the mutual trade to a great
extent.

The FTA between Tehran and
Damascus was signed 13 years
ago but it has not yet been im-
plemented, Mahdi Zeyghami
said, calling for efforts to accel-
erate the implementation of the
agreement and spur the bilateral
trade and economic activities.
Stating that Iran currently hold
about a 10 percent share of Syr-
ia’s market, the deputy minister
of industry said, “It is predicted
that Iran will export $500 million
worth of products to this Arab
country in the current Iranian
calendar year (that started on
March 20).”

Earlier, Director General of the
West Asia Office of TPO Abdola-

P\

mir Rabihavi said a forum will
be held to introduce the oppor-
tunities in the Syrian market and
pave the way for exporting tech-
nical and engineering services
to Syria and rebuilding the Arab
country.

Syria is one of Iran’s export tar-
get markets and has been put
at the focal attention of Iranian
traders, he stressed.

Rabihavi invited Syrian econom-
ic activists and officials to take
part in the Iran Expo 2024 and
noted that Business-to-Business
(B2B) meetings with Syrian en-
trepreneurs are expected to be
held at the expo in line with pro-
moting bilateral trade.

The 6th International Export Po-
tential Exhibition of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, dubbed “Iran
Expo 2024”, will be inaugurated
on April 27 and run until May 1.
Iran’s TPO held a conference on
Syria’s trade opportunities for
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for FTA to boost trade with Syria

Iranian business operators in
early March.

The conference dubbed “Recon-
struction of Syria” was attended
by officials from the two coun-
tries and representatives of com-
panies from both sides.
Speaking at the event, Rabihavi
said the economic cooperation
between Iran and Syria has en-
tered a new stage, adding that
Iranian business operators have
a potential $5.0 billion market
waiting for them.

“Syria is looking forward to the
expansion of economic ties with
Iran,” Rabihavi said.

According to the official, the
Central Bank of Iran (CBI) has
agreed to establish a joint bank
with Syria.

“Initial discussions on the estab-
lishment of a joint bank between
Iran and Syria have been carried
out. This bank will act far from
international sanctions against

Iran and Syria. We hope that the
bank will reopen next year,” he
said.

He further noted that the FTA
between the two countries is
expected to be implemented in
the next Iranian calendar year
(begins on March 20).
According to Rabihavi, the two
countries have set the goal to
increase their mutual trade ex-
changes to $500 million, next
year.

As the body in charge of the
country’s foreign trade sector,
TPO has presented plans for the
economic development of the
two countries to the secretariat
of the joint commission of the
two countries, the ambassadors,
and the foreign ministry, the of-
ficial said.

“Our most important program
is to attend international exhi-
bitions in Syria and it is an op-
portunity for people traders who

[ran, Iraq extend gas export contract by ) vears

want to enter the Syrian market
to establish themselves,” he
noted.

Rabihavi had earlier said that
Syria is one of the export target
countries of the Islamic Repub-
lic, and after the end of the mili-
tary crisis and the establishment
of peace in the region, Iranian
traders and businessmen are
getting more interested in the
Syrian market.

The official said the organization
has been taking effective meas-
ures to increase the share of
Iranian companies in the Syrian
market.

He pointed to the FTA between
Tehran and Damascus and
added that the customs fariffs
agreed with Syria have been
minimized to the zero level.

The two countries have high
potential and capacities to boost
their trade, Rabihavi added.

As stated by the former TPO
head, Iran has allocated a special
budget of $50 million to support
the Iranian export companies ac-
tive in the Syrian market.

“Iran and Syria have good polit-
ical relations and we must use
this opportunity and encourage
the private sector and our busi-
nessmen to enter the Syrian
market and the government
must do its best in this regard,”
Alireza Peyman Pak said.

Iran and Syria signed four docu-
ments to boost cooperation in the
fields of trade and industry dur-
ing a visit of an Iranian delegation
headed by the country’s industry
minister to Damascus in 2022.
The documents were inked at
the end of the two countries’
joint economic and industrial
committee meetings which were
held in the Syrian capital.

Tehran and Baghdad have agreed
to extend the contract on Iran’s gas
exports to Iraq for five years, Shana
reported.

The extension of Iran’s gas export
contract to Iraq for five years was
signed on March 27 between Iranian

Deputy Oil Minister for Gas Affairs
Majid Chegeni and Irag’s Minister of
Electricity Ziad Ali Fazel, in Baghdad.
Speaking to the press on the side-
lines of the signing ceremony, Che-
geni said that Iran has exported
about 52 billion cubic meters (bcm)

of gas to Iraq worth $15 billion under
two gas contracts since 2017.

Iraqi Electricity Minister Ziad Ali Fa-
zel also said that Iraq has signed a
five-year natural gas import contract
with an Iranian company, noting that
his country’s power plants are in dire

need of Iranian gas to generate elec-
tricity.

He noted that the experience of the
past years has shown that Iran is a
good economic partner for Iraq and
has provided Iraq’s needs in the most
difficult conditions.

The Israeli regime on Monday attacked
the Consular Section of the Iranian em-
bassy in the Syrian capital of Damascus
killing at least 7 people including General
Mohammad Reza Zahedi, a senior com-
mander of the Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps Quds Force.

Iran’s Ambassador to Damascus, Hos-
sein Akbari, verified the reports of the
Israeli assault and stated that Israeli
warplanes had fired six missiles at the
consular building.

Ambassador Akbari mentioned that
seven individuals lost their lives in the
Israeli attack, although the identities and
precise number of casualties remain un-
disclosed.

“This regime has no respect for interna-
tional law,” the envoy said. “We will sup-
port the resistant nation [of Palestine]
and have no fear of the criminality of this
regime.”

General Zahedi, the highest-ranking of-
ficial who lost his life during the Israeli
attack, was a highly respected military
leader in Iran. He held command po-
sitions in both the IRGC ground and
air forces before leading the elite Quds
branch in Syria and Lebanon. Isragli tel-
evision had identified him as a key figure
on the regime’s list of assassination tar-
gets on multiple occasions.

General Hossein Aminallah, Chief of Staff
of the IRGC Quds Force in Syria and Leb-
anon, and Brigadier General Haj Rahimi,
a close friend and deputy of Zahedi, were
also assassinated.

‘Netanyahu has gone mad’

Rogue regime should pay the price

During a phone call with his Syrian
counterpart, Iran’s Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian said Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu seems to
have “lost sanity” due to his consecutive
failures following the Al-Agsa Storm Op-
eration.

“The attack on the Iranian consulate
building in Damascus was a violation
of all international commitments and
conventions, making the Zionist regime
responsible for the consequences of this
act,” the top Iranian diplomat told Faisal
Mekdad.

Under international law, attacking an-
other country’s embassy is considered
a violation of the Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations. The Convention
provides that embassies are inviolable
and must be protected from intrusion
or damage. Attacking Iran’s embassy on

Syrian soil is a serious breach of interna-
tional law and must thus be followed by
diplomatic consequences, sanctions, or
other forms of retaliation.

While the U.S. and other Western states
have not hesitated to slam resistance
forces in the past six months for attack-
ing Israeli positions, it is expected that
these governments once again turn a
blind eye to yet another dangerous es-
calation of the Israeli regime, which is
unprecedented in its nature.

Why did Israel attack Iran’s consulate?
Israel has targeted multiple IRGC and
resistance members in the past few
months as it continues to struggle to de-
feat Palestinian fighters inside Gaza.

The regime targeted Iranian adviser
General Seyed Razi Mousavi in Syria last
year. Several senior members of Hezbol-
lah and Hamas have also been assassi-

nated since October 7.

Israel’s assassinations are not expected
to hinder resistance and they are in fact
not meant to strengthen the regime’s
hand. When Imad Mughniyeh was killed
over 15 years ago, nobody expected that
Yahya Sinwar would replace him and
subject Israel to an even bigger defeat
in Gaza. Seyed Razi and Zahedi will un-
doubtedly also be replaced.

Rather than intimidating resistance forc-
es, Israel is attempting to play for time
before it is compelled to confront its
ultimate destiny at the hands of Palestin-
ians. The regime believes that by plung-
ing the region into a maelstrom of cha-
os and entangling the United States in
another pointless war in West Asia that
would drain American resources, it may
find a chance to survive as an apartheid
establishment.

The attack on Iran’s consulate should
particularly raise a red flag for Wash-
ington, as it demonstrates Israel’s readi-
ness to ignite the entire region, even if it
means that the U.S. and all its traditional
allies in the region would suffer devastat-
ing consequences.

According to Israel’s channel 12, the
regime is currently enhancing securi-
ty measures at numerous diplomatic
missions as it awaits Iran’s response.
But as Iranian Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Nasser Kanaani noted,
Tehran is the one that ultimately de-
cides how Israel should be punished.
The U.S. though, must pull the plug on
Israel before it’s too late.
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Average daily
gasoline con-
sumption reaches
122m liters

Average daily gasoline con-
sumption in Iran has reached
about 132 million liters in the
first 12 days of the current
Iranian calendar year (March
20-31), according to the Na-
tional Iranian Oil Products
Distribution Company (NI-
OPDC).

Based on the NIOPDC data,
during the Nowruz holidays
this year, 122.3 million liters
of gasoline were distributed
in the country on average,
which is 6.7 million liters
more than the 115.6 million
liters during the same period
last year, Shana reported.
On Sunday (March 31), 128.8
million liters of gasoline were
distributed throughout the
country, which has increased
by more than one million
liters compared to the same
day last year when the figure
was 127.9 million liters.
The NIOPDC has warned
about the increasing trend
of fuel consumption in the
country and asked people to
manage their consumption in
order to help the company in
supplying fuel.

Over the past few years, the
Islamic Republic has man-
aged to not only become
self-sufficient in  gasoline
production but also become
a net exporter of the strate-
gic fuel, however, the signif-
icant increase in domestic
gasoline consumption in re-
cent months has once again
raised concerns about the
need for imports.

Iran became a net gasoline
exporter in February 2019,
after the inauguration of the
third phase of the Persian
Gulf Star Refinery (PGS)
project which added 120,000
barrels to the country’s daily
gasoline production.

As previously announced by
the NIORDC managing direc-
tor, the average daily gasoline
consumption in Iran rose 11
percent in the past Iranian
calendar year 1402 (ended
on March 19).

The official said that the
country’s average daily gas-
oline production has reached
115 million liters.

He added: “Unfortunately,
gasoline consumption is ris-
ing exponentially in the coun-
try, as we had a 20 percent
increase in gasoline con-
sumption in 1401, while last
year we had an 11 percent
rise, and without a doubt,
special attention should be
paid to fuel consumption
management.”

There are now over 30 mil-
lion cars in the country,
and the number is rising,
and on the other hand, the
amount of fuel consumption
in the country is far from
world standards, and cars
are high-consuming, which
should be taken into consid-
eration, the official added.
The NIORDC managing di-
rector further explained that
the annual entry of one mil-
lion cars into the country’s
transportation fleet is equiv-
alent to one billion liters of
gasoline consumption, and
this requires the construction
of a refinery with a daily re-
fining capacity of 150,000 to
200,000 barrels, which takes
at least four to five years.
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All ties with Israel
must be severed:
Raisi to Erdogan

During a telephone conversa-
tion on Saturday, Iran’s presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi advised his
Turkish counterpart to cut ties
with the Israeli regime in order
to help prevent further loss of
lives in the besieged Gaza Strip
Tehran has repeatedly asked
Islamic countries to sever
political, economic, and dip-
lomatic ties with Israel since
the regime’s latest round of
onslaughts against Gaza began
on October 7. Despite the dev-
astating loss of over 32,000
Palestinian  lives, Muslim
nations have yet to distance
themselves from Israel.
Commenting on a recent
Security  Council resolution
asking Zionists to establish a
ceasefire in Gaza, Raisi told
his Turkish counterpart that no
resolution is going to stop Is-
rael from committing heinous
crimes.

“The Zionist regime is not
going to adhere to this reso-
lution or any other treaty and
international convention. The
regime’s conduct so far proves
its aggressive, law-breaking,
and anti-human nature which
necessitates the serious coop-
eration of Islamic countries to
support the oppressed people
of Gaza,” the Iranian official
noted.

highlighting the Islamic Um-
mah’s call for Islamic coun-
tries’ leaders to take resolute
actions against the Zionist re-
gime’s crimes in Palestine, the
president stressed the impor-
tance of Islamic cooperation
through the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation and other
regional and international plat-
forms. “With the U.S. continu-
ing its significant financial and
military backing of the criminal
Zionist regime, cutting off all
political and economic ties is a
potent measure to compel an
end to the atrocities in Gaza.”
Raisi also underscored the
urgency of Islamic countries
collaborating to provide hu-
manitarian aid to Gaza, pre-
venting a humanitarian crisis,
and declared Iran’s readiness
to support any initiatives in
this regard.

Figures show that the Turkish
government has increased
trade with Israel in the past
six months. Some media out-
lets have claimed that Ankara
has been sending gunpowder,
weapons, and ammunition to
the occupied territories.
Furthermore, in their dis-
cussion, the two presidents
touched on the significance of
enhancing political, economic,
and cultural ties between Iran
and Turkey. Iran’s president
highlighted Tehran’s commit-
ment to reinforcing energy co-
operation and voiced optimism
that such collaboration would
advance both nations’ inter-
ests and foster unity within the
Islamic Ummah.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan, for his
part, extended greetings to the
Iranian government and people
for Ramadan and the success-
ful parliamentary and Assem-
bly of Experts elections. He
affirmed Turkey’s dedication to
implementing the agreements
reached during the recent visit
of Iran’s President, stressing
the importance of upholding
and furthering Iran-Turkey co-
operation for mutual benefit
and Islamic unity.
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HH Brazilian goalkeeper Luan Polli
BraZIIIa“ keeper Gomes is on the verge of joining
Po"i reaches Iranian top-flight football club

. Nassaji.
agreement W|th The 30-year-old goalie currently
. plays in Brazilian club Coritiba.
Nassall He also played in the warm-up

match against Shams Azar.
Nassaji currently sit 15th in the
16-team table of the 2023/24 Iran
Persian Gulf Pro League (IPL).
Iranian goalkeeper Rashid Maza-
heri has also been linked with a
move to Nassaji.

lealthy Ramadan
Fasting

Source:

By:

Get simple tips for healthier Ramadan
fasting from the Dietetics Department
at Singapore General Hospital (Sing-
Health).

Meals , especially Suhoor (or pre-
dawn meal), should not be skipped
during ramadan fasting.

A few steps are all it takes to make
your Ramadan fasting healthier!
Fasting during Ramadan carries a
high risk of dehydration as food and
drink are limited to before sunrise and
after sunset. Furthermore, as fasting
individuals are encouraged to wake
up very early to have their Suhoor (or
pre-dawn meal), sleep deprivation and
dehydration can lead to headaches.
“Healthy fasting is possible if you con-
sume the right foods and in the right

quantity,” advises the Department of
Dietetics at Singapore General Hospi-
tal (SGH), a member of the SingHealth
group.

4 Easy tips for healthier Ramadan fast-
ing

1. Don’t skip Suhoor (pre-dawn meal)
As the saying goes, ‘breakfast is the
most important meal of the day’. And
during Ramadan, it becomes even
more important!

Although skipping Suhoor to have un-
interrupted sleep may sound appeal-
ing, you shouldn’t.

Skipping Suhoor prolongs the fasting
period as your body will need to rely
on the previous meal to provide you
with all the nutrients and energy un-
til Iftar (break fast). Due to the longer

hours of fasting, you are more likely
to feel dehydrated and tired during the
day. Furthermore, skipping Suhoor
also encourages overeating during If-
tar, which can cause unhealthy weight
gain.

2. Don’'t overeat during Iftar (break
fast meal)

Just as it is not advisable to skip Su-
hoor, overeating when it is time to
break the fast can harm your body.
Iftar should be a well-balanced, nutri-
tious meal and not a feast! Overeating
and excessive consumption of high-fat
foods in particular may result in indi-
gestion and weight gain. Slow down
and enjoy each mouthful of your food.
3. Avoid eating fried foods, salty foods
and high-sugar foods

Itis not uncommon for fasting individ-
uals to reward themselves with rich,
greasy, fried and sugary dishes come
meal time. While these foods make
you feel good in the short run, they
can make fasting the next day more
difficult.

Aside from the unhealthy weight gain,
consuming fatty and sugary foods
also cause sluggishness and fatigue.
In addition, you should limit your in-
take of salt, especially during Suhoor
(pre-dawn meal), as this increases
thirst.

Instead, try incorporating foods from
all the major food groups including
fruit and vegetables, rice and alterna-
tives, as well meat and alternatives.
Consuming fibre-rich foods during

Ramadan is also ideal as they are di-
gested slower than processed foods
so you feel full longer.

4. Drink as much water as possible
Drinking as much water as possible
between Iftar (break fast) and Suhoor
(pre-dawn meal) reduces your risk of
dehydration during fasting.

Make every effort to drink at least 8
glasses of fluids daily before dawn and
after sundown. Fluids include juices,
milk, beverages and soups but water
is the best choice. Ideally, you should
also cut down on caffeinated drinks
like coffee, tea and colas as these have
a diuretic effect and promotes fluid
loss.

A well-balanced diet is key to healthy
fasting during Ramadan.

[ran says will dectde how to ‘pumsh’ Israel for consulate attack

(iaza drone
shatters
records

The Iranian-made Gaza drone repre-
sents a significant achievement for the
IRGC in the realm of UAVSs.

With features such as extended range
and enhanced weapon-carrying capac-
ity, this drone has surpassed previous
models and set new records in this field.
The development of infrastructure and
the utilization of modern technologies
by knowledge-based companies have
propelled Iran’s UAV capabilities for-
ward over the years, with notable ad-
vancements observed in the Ministry of
Defense, the Army, and the IRGC.

In recent years, the IRGC Aerospace
Force unveiled the ‘Gaza’ drone, mark-
ing a substantial leap in Iran’s drone
capabilities, boasting the longest range
among Iranian-made drones, the Gaza
drone was introduced nearly two years
ago. The Shahed series, encompassing
various drone models produced by the
IRGC Aerospace Force, includes the re-
nowned Shahed-129 drone, celebrated
for its successes on the resistance front,
particularly in targeting infamous Takfi-
ri terrorist leaders. Now, the Shahed
149, the elder sibling of the esteemed
Shahed 129, has been named as Gaza,
paying homage to the resilience and

resistance of the people of Gaza against
the injustices perpetrated by the Zionist
usurping regime. The Gaza drone is a
heavy, wide-bodied aircraft featuring a
21-meter wingspan, 35 hours of con-
tinuous flight capability, a flight ceiling
of 35,000 feet (equivalent to 10.5 km),
a maximum flight speed of 350 km/h,
and a cargo carrying capacity of up to
500 kg. These specifications represent
a significant advancement in flight char-
acteristics compared to the Shahed 129
drone.

Notably, the Gaza UAV utilizes a tur-
boprop engine instead of piston and
rotary engines, enhancing efficiency at
higher altitudes and enabling greater
speed. This innovation elevates the Gaza
drone’s flight ceiling and speed com-
pared to its counterparts. Additionally,
its extended flight duration of 35 hours,
11 hours longer than the Shahed 129,
extends its range and surveillance capa-
bilities significantly.

The Gaza drone’s larger dimensions,
particularly its elongated wings, allow
for increased bomb-carrying capacity.
According to the IRGC Aerospace Force
commander, the Gaza drone can carry
up to 13 bombs. Furthermore, an inno-

The Iranian Foreign Ministry reacts strongly to Israel’s deadly missile attacks
on the Iranian consulate in Damascus, Syria, saying Tehran “reserves the right
to take retaliatory measures” and will decide how to “punish the aggressor”.

In the Israeli attack on the Iranian consulate on Monday afternoon, seven
Iranian military advisors were martyred.
Issuing a statement, Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser Kanaani said the
“barbaric” attack on the Iranian consulate openly violates international regu-
lations, especially the 1961 Vienna Convention.
Kanaani also said it is essential that this Israeli act be condemned in the
strongest terms by the international community, especially the United Na-

vative technology for bomb deployment
is incorporated into this drone, featuring
a rotating bomb compartment within its
body.

Moreover, the Gaza drone’s middle car-
go compartment presents opportunities
for electronic warfare cargo, radar, and
potentially, a Synthetic Aperture Radar
(SAR) imaging radar.

SAR radars utilize high-speed, high-fre-
quency radio waves to map the Earth’s
surface, providing detailed imagery for
reconnaissance purposes.

The Gaza drone also boasts a cut-
ting-edge electro-optical surveillance
system capable of capturing and trans-
mitting images across various spectra.
However, its most remarkable feature
remains its impressive range of 2,000
kilometers. With its extended flight du-
ration and maximum speed, the Gaza
drone can cover over 12,000 kilometers
in a one-way flight, equivalent to 6,000
kilometers roundtrip.

Iran stands at the forefront of UAV de-
sign, development, and manufacturing,
reflecting its progressive approach to
enhancing capabilities in land, air, and
sea battles, as well as civilian applica-
tions.

tions, and necessary measures taken in regard to the aggression.
The ministry official went on to say that different “aspects of this horrible at-

tack are under investigation and the aggressive Zionist regime is responsible

for all consequences.”

In the terrorist attack on the consulate brigadier generals Mohammad-Reza

agency.

Quds Force in Syria.

[ramian envoy
highliohts West's
reluctance in
Afohanistan
stability efforts

In a recent development, the Ira-
nian president’s special envoy on
Afghanistan affairs has shed light
on the reluctance of the West to see
Afghanistan achieve stability and
security.

Hassan Kazemi Qomi stated, “I ex-
plicitly declare that the external and
collaborative origins of the terrorist
acts in Kandahar and the recent in-
cident in Moscow are the same.”
During an exclusive interview with
Iranian media, the senior Iranian
diplomat underscored the crucial
link between regional security and
Afghanistan’s stability. He delved
into discussions with senior Turk-
menistan officials and shed light on
Iran’s regional endeavors to tackle
security challenges in Afghanistan
and the region’s water crisis.
Reflecting on the current situation
in Afghanistan, Kazemi Qomi re-
marked, “The prevailing conditions
in Afghanistan today, resulting from
20 years of US and NATO occupa-
tion, have left the country in ruins.
We witness the destruction of its
infrastructure, mass migration of
its people, mostly to Iran, and the
proliferation of terrorism.”

He further lamented, “Unfortunate-
ly, terrorism, supported by foreign

Zahedi and Mohammad-Hadi Hajrahimi and five other military officers ac-
companying them were assassinated, according to the official IRNA news

General Zahedi was the commander of the Islamic Revolution Guard Corps

powers or past occupiers of the
country, has deeply embroiled the
people and leaders of Afghanistan
in combating terrorism, economic
problems, and environmental chal-
lenges. These issues have also im-
pacted the security landscape of Af-
ghanistan’s neighboring countries.”
Moreover, he underscored the
unanimous consensus among Af-
ghanistan’s neighboring countries
on the imperative need for collective
cooperation to tackle the myriad
challenges confronting the Afghan
people and authorities. He out-
lined shared goals encompassing
counterterrorism efforts, security
enhancement, economic revitaliza-
tion, humanitarian assistance, and
border stability.

Shifting focus to the water scarcity
issue in the region, Kazemi Qomi
voiced grave concerns about the
crisis exacerbated by ecosystem
changes, which pose a dire threat
to the region’s environment. He
stressed the urgent necessity for
regional cooperation to mitigate
the water crisis, emphasizing the
importance of adapting to new cir-
cumstances while upholding past
treaties and agreements between
the involved countries.
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