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Iran self-sufficient
in producing pas-
senger plane spare
parts

Iran is now self-sufficient in sup-
plying airplane spare parts, and
there is almost no need to send
airplanes to foreign countries for
any kind of repair, an official told
Mehr News Agency.

Regarding commercial and
passenger airplanes, Iran used
to be highly dependent on the
purchase of airplane parts from
foreigners and the sanctions
imposed on the country caused
a challenge in this regard, Dep-
uty of the Scientific Department
of Knowledge-based Economy
Development Javad Mashayekh
said in an interview for Mehr
News Agency.

After the imposition of sanctions
against Iran, some of the Irani-
an knowledge-based companies
tried to produce homegrown car
spare parts and repair and main-
tain aircraft engines.

Saying that there is no longer a
need to not send planes to for-
eign countries for repairs and
maintenance, he added that even
some countries, which were also
sanctioned for various reasons
and are unable to supply spare
parts and maintenance services,
come to Iran and seek help from
Iranian specialists.

For example, Russia has faced
many sanctions in the avia-
tion sector due to the crisis in
Ukraine, and for this reason, it
has concluded favorable con-
tracts for maintenance services
with Iranian knowledge-based

companies, Mashayekh
stressed.

This shows that domestic
knowledge-based  companies

have progressed to the extent
that some empowered countries
seek to cooperate with Iranian
knowledge-based  companies,
he concluded.

Back in May 2023, Iranian in-
dustrial specialists tested an air-
plane engine with great success
which was made of domestical-
ly-made parts.

In honor of International Work-
ers’ Day, President Ebrahim Rai-
si visited the Iranian energy and
infrastructure company MAPNA.
The power component and en-
gine management system of
the airplane were put to the test
during the visit by the specialists
of MAPNA, renowned as the
largest Iranian contractor for
steam, gas, combined cycle, and
renewable power plants.

The reverse engineering pro-
cess was used by the domestic
experts at MAPNA to completely
develop and produce the engine
and its control system.

The president also went to a
display of technical advances in
a number of industries, includ-
ing water industry, oil and gas
production, train transportation,
aircraft engines, and the produc-
tion of renewable and thermal
energy.

The president also saw the exhi-
bition’s high-tech F-class Iranian
gas turbine and the domestic
MAP 24 locomotive.

Raisi also went to the MAP24 lo-
comotive, a product made by the
MAPNA Group’s experts.

During his visit, the president
emphasized the need of satis-
fying the country’s locomotive
needs with a focus on local
manufacture, as well as utilizing
the capability of this company’s
locomotive training center.
Raisi then toured the electric
vehicle drive system, which in-
cluded buses, passenger cars,
and freight vehicles developed
and manufactured by MAPNA
Group.

[ramian border guards thwart terrorist mhltration attempt

General Ahmad Ali Goodarzi,
the border commander of the
police force, has reported a
recent clash with a terrorist
group attempting to infiltrate
the country for sabotage pur-
poses.

General Goodarzi revealed that
significant amounts of explo-
sive materials were seized
from the terrorists during the
encounter.

“The border guards of the
Nehbandan border regiment,
through their vigilance and
adept use of intelligence along
the borders of South Khorasan
Province, intercepted a terror-
ist group’s intent to enter the
country and carry out destruc-
tive activities,” he stated.

He further emphasized that
the courageous border guards

remove sanctions on Iran.

The Iranian foreign minister criticized
the U.S. for its inconsistent actions
and lack of commitment within the
framework of diplomatic efforts to

During a phone call with his Omani
counterpart, Sayyid Badr Al-Busaidi,
on Friday, Hossein Amir Abdollahian
lambasted the United States for act-
ing inconsistently and for breaking

remained vigilant and success-
fully secured the identified are-
as, engaging in an armed con-
flict with the terrorist group,
ultimately dealing a decisive
blow and thwarting their entry
into the country.

General Goodarzi added that
during the operation, several
members of the terrorist group
sustained injuries and fled to
the territory of a neighboring
country.

He noted the discovery of
significant quantities of explo-
sive equipment, including war
mines, TM metal mines, re-
mote control transmitters and
receivers, war ammunition,
night vision cameras, and oth-
er related items, which were
confiscated from the appre-
hended group.

tions lifting talks.

Following that,

agreements made during the sanc-

He also recognized the Sultan of
Oman’s unwavering efforts and initi-
ative in achieving that goal.

Amir  Abdollahian
greeted the Sultan of Oman on behalf
of the Iranian president, stating that
their significant meetings in Tehran
and Muscat had a beneficial impact

Back in February 17, the police
spokesperson General Mon-
tazer-al-Mahdi announced the
arrest of two individuals sus-
pected of terrorist activities in
the northern province of Go-
lestan.

The operation, carried out
through a combination of tech-
nical expertise and intelligence
gathering, thwarted potential
acts of sabotage planned by
these terrorists, General Mon-
tazer-al-Mahdi stated.

The suspects, identified as
a man and a woman, were
swiftly apprehended by secu-
rity forces. Upon their arrest,
police discovered that the sus-
pects owned explosive materi-
als.

General ~ Montazer-al-Mahdi
confirmed that legal proceed-

ings against the suspects are
underway, with plans to hand
them over to judicial author-
ities for further investigation
and trial.

Also in February 16, the po-
lice spokesman disclosed
the arrest of two terrorists in
southern Iran, highlighting the
operation’s execution through
meticulous technical and intel-
ligence monitoring.

The Law Enforcement Com-
mand of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, formerly known as the
Law Enforcement Force of the
Islamic Republic of Iran or Dis-
ciplinary Force of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, commonly
abbreviated as Faraja, spear-
headed the operation.

General  Montazer-al-Mahdi
emphasized that the appre-
hension of these two terrorists
occurred promptly in a city
within Sistan and Baluchestan
province, facilitated by swift
and decisive action.
Furthermore, the general stat-
ed that a firearm and various
equipment were seized from
these two terrorists.

General  Montazer-al-Mahdi
concluded by affirming that
four terrorists associated with
the terrorist group responsible
for the Rask attack had been
previously arrested.

Back in late December, Iran’s
police chief announced that the
country would target terrorists
“wherever” it sees fit after 11
police forces were killed in a
terrorist attack in the south-
eastern province of Sistan and
Baluchestan.

[ran censures 3. lack of commitment to liftime sanctions

on bilateral ties, according to the For-
eign Ministry’s website.

For his part, the Omani minister greet-
ed the Iranian president with heartfelt
regards from Sultan Haitham bin
Tariq Al Said of Oman.

The two high-ranking diplomats also
praised Tehran and Muscat’s improv-
ing relations while talking about a
number of regional concerns, includ-
ing as the West Bank and Gaza crises.
Amir Abdollahian and Albusaidi cited
the recent resolution passed by the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation’s
emergency ministerial meeting in
Jeddah as evidence of the necessity
for coordinated efforts by the Muslim
world to promptly put an end to the
Israeli regime’s genocide and provide
humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip.
Last year, Amir Abdollahian held talks
with senior Omani officials in Muscat,
discussing a wide variety of issues,
including bringing political stability to

Yemen and establish lasting peace in
the country.

Amir Abdollahian and Albusaidi dis-
cussed a wide range of topics, in-
cluding the implementation of the
agreements signed during the Sultan
of Oman’s recent visit to Tehran as
well as the promotion of cooperation
between the two nations in the bank-
ing, communication, and technology
sectors, as well as the consular, judi-
cial, and customs affairs.
Additionally, the Iranian foreign min-
ister spoke with Sultan bin Moham-
med al Numani, the royal office min-
ister of Oman.

The two ministers talked about the
current events in the region, notably
in Yemen.

Both of them highlighted the neces-
sity of teamwork to alleviate Yemeni
people’s suffering and support po-
litical processes, stability, and long-
term peace.

Brigadier General Ahmad Reza
Radan made the remarks while
visiting the city of Rask, where
the terrorist attack took place
recently.

“Among the 11 police forces
that were martyred, there were
several Sunni individuals. This
shows that the enemy does not
distinguish between religious
sects and different ethnici-
ties. It wants to deal a blow to
everyone in the Iranian nation,”
Radan explained.

Sistan and Baluchestan is
home to a large part of Iran’s
Sunni minority. Different for-
eign forces have been trying
to spark religious conflicts
between Shias and Sunnis in
the past decades, despite the
Iranian people’s centuries of
peaceful coexistence.

The Police chief also called

on Iran’s neighbor Pakistan to
take the fight against terrorism
more seriously.
“I want to assure the people of
Iran and our colleagues across
the country that the terror act
will not go unpunished. We
are working with intelligence
forces and other armed units
to bring all the terrorists to jus-
tice,” the official stated.
The  Jaish-ul-Adl  terrorist
group has claimed responsi-
bility for the attack, which was
one of the deadliest in years
for the region sitting close to
Iran’s border with Afghanistan
and Pakistan. Iran’s interior
minister has pointed the finger
of blame at Israel, saying the
regime was the one to recruit
and train the terrorists.

{ran slams LN for poli

Iran has condemned the United Nations for releas-
ing baseless and biased information as facts, while
it continues to turn a blind eye to the devastating
situation of women and children in the besieged

Gaza Strip.

A so-called fact-finding mission established by the
UN Human Rights Council has concluded that Iran
committed “crimes against humanity” when re-
sponding to violent riots that led to the demise of
over 200 people, including over 70 security person-
nel in the fall of 2022. The mission was established
by Germany, the U.S., and Britain which have been
backing Israel’s genocidal war against Gazans in the

past months.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry Spokesman said on Satur-
day that the report is manipulating and distorting
facts to fulfill the political goals of Western states.
“The Islamic Republic of Iran considers this report,
which was designed by the Zionist regime, the
United States, and some Western countries, as a
clear example of the misuse of noble human rights
concepts and values for advancing selfish political
purposes and deems it devoid of any legitimacy or
legal effect,” Nasser Kanaani stated.

The evidence the FFM has based its reports on

seems to have been provided by anti-lran figures
and organizations outside the country who claim
that they have spoken to “unidentified victims”
inside Iran. It’s important to note that these indi-
viduals and entities have been backing Western
sanctions against the Iranian people for the past
years, while repeatedly calling on Western nations
to launch heavy attacks on Iranian soil.
“Countries that violate the rights of other nations
and are complicit in all the crimes of the Zionist re-
gime, especially in the massacre of unarmed civil-
ians, particularly women and children, cannot sit in

tically motivated report

Ing on 2022 riots

judgment or claim to be judges of the human rights

{ situation in another country; rather, they should be

accountable for their own human rights violations,”
Kanaani added, referring to Western states’ untram-
meled backing of Israel’s deadly campaign in Gaza
which has so far killed over 30,000 civilians and
forced the rest of the 2.3 million displaced popula-
tion of Gaza to grapple with famine.

The spokesman also condemned Canada for sanc-
tioning the head of Tehran’s Metro system as well
as a female member of the Iranian parliament.
“Canada’s actions are also taken with political and
propaganda motives and are part of this country’s
selective approach towards human rights issues in
Iran,” Kanaani stressed.

He further added that if Canadian authorities are
truly concerned about the status of women’s rights
worldwide, then they should break their deadly
silence on the genocide and ruthless massacre of
over 30,000 Palestinian citizens, more than 70% of

whom are women and children.

gime.”

“They should be accountable and take steps to halt
the biggest human tragedy in the world in Gaza by
cutting their support for the criminal Zionist re-

Agro-food exports
rise 23% in 11
months on year

The value of Iran’s exports of
agricultural and foodstuff prod-
ucts increased by 23 percent
in the first 11 months of the
current Iranian calendar year
(March 21, 2023-February 19,
2024), the spokesman of the
International  Relations and
Trade Development Committee
of Iran’s House of Industry,
Mining and Trade said.
According to Ruhollah Latifi,
Iranian producers managed to
export about $5.6 billion worth
of the mentioned products
in the said 11 months, Mehr
News Agency reported.

As reported, agro-food prod-
ucts accounted for 12.5 per-
cent of the country’s total non-
oil exports in the mentioned 11
months.

Iraq was the top destination for
Iran’s agro-food products in
the mentioned period import-
ing $1.784 billion worth of the
said items. The Arab neighbor
accounted for 32 percent of the
total exports of food and agri-
cultural products from Iran.
The United Arab Emirates
(UAE) stood in second place,
importing $675.783 million of
the mentioned products, fol-
lowed by Russia with $464.572
million.

The value of Iran’s foreign trade
including oil and technical
engineering services reached
$138.8 billion in the first 11
months of the current Iranian
calendar year, according to
Mohammad Rezavinifar, the
head of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA).

The value of the Islamic Re-
public’s trade with the partners
in the mentioned 11 months
increased by 2.7 percent com-
pared to the same period last
year.

The official put the country’s
non-oil exports, excluding ex-
ports of electricity, crude oil,
and techno-engineering servic-
es, at 124.7 million tons worth
$44.8 billion which shows an
11.42 percent rise in terms of
tonnage and an 8.87 percent
decline in terms of value.

He said that Iran’s foreign trade,
including oil exports, has regis-
tered a $19 billion surplus while
seeing a $15 billion deficit with-
out petrodollars.

Iran exported $32.59 nbillion
of crude oil and $1.9 billion of
technical engineering services
in the first 11 months of this
year, according to Rezvanifar.
During this period, liquefied
natural gas with $3.0 billion,
liquefied propane with $2.8
billion, and methanol with $2.0
billion were Iran’s top exported
items.

Iran’s top export destination
during this period was China
with $12.7 billion worth of im-
ports from the Islamic Repub-
lic, followed by Iraq with $8.6
billion, the UAE with over $5.9
billion, Turkey with $3.8 billion,
and India with $2.0 billion.
The country’s top five sourc-
es of imports in the first 11
months of the current year
were the UAE with $18.6 billion,
China with $16.8 billion, Turkey
with $6.8 billion, Germany with
$1.9 billion, and India with $1.8
billion worth of imports.
Corn, mobile phones, soy-
beans, automobile parts, sun-
flower seeds, and safflower
were the five main items im-
ported by the Islamic Republic.
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Chinese ministers
answer questions
regarding social
issues in press con-
ference

China’s ministers of education,
human resources and social
security, housing and urban-ru-
ral development, as well as the
director of the National Disease
Control and Prevention Admin-
istration answered the questions
raised by the media regarding
education, employment, social
security, housing, healthcare, and
disease control in a press confer-
ence on Saturday.

The press conference was held at
the Media Genter in Beijing.
China’s  Minister of Human
Resources and Social Securi-
ty Wang Xiaoping, Minister of
Housing and Urban-Rural Devel-
opment Ni Hong, Minister of Ed-
ucation Huai Jinpeng, and Chief
of the National Disease Control
and Prevention Administration
Wang Hesheng spoke on people’s
livelihood for the second session
of the 14th National People’s Con-
gress (NPC), and answered the
questions raised by domestic and
foreign media. It is worth men-
tioning that China International
Press Communication Center
(GIPCC) arranged a program for
journalists from around the world
and took them to the Beijing Me-
dia Center to take part in the press
conference on Saturday. CIPCC,
under the China Public Diplomacy
Association (CPDA), has initiated
a program to build a platform for
the media from countries around
the world, especially developing
countries, to observe China and
study development in this coun-
try. The program aimed at media
exchange was halted in 2020 and
2021 due to the Covid-19 epi-
demic.

In each edition of the program,
journalists from all around the
world gather together to get fa-
miliar with modern China and
exchange their experiences in the
field of journalism.

In 2024 edition of the program,
scheduled to be held from late
February until late June, over 100
journalists from more than 90
countries are participating.

TEDPIX falls over
1,900 points on
Saturday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
fell 1,994 points (0.09 percent) to
2,163,757 on Saturday, which is
the first day of the Iranian calen-
dar week.

TSE is one of the four Irani-
an stock exchanges, and the
most important one. The other
three ones are Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and lIran’s
over-the-counter (OTC) market,
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).
In late January, the deputy gov-
ermor of the Central Bank of
Iran (CBI) stressed the need for
diverse financing tools in the
country, noting that such tools
are currently being provided by
the stock market. “To reduce the
speculative and profit-seeking
activities of dealers in the country,
financing tools should be diversi-
fied,” Mohammad Shirijian said.
“The capital market is an insti-
tution that directs capital to pro-
duction in an efficient manner.
Now, to accelerate the process of
resource transfer and high pro-
ductivity, the financing should be
directed to the enterprises,” the
official explained.
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Wastewater man-
agement projects
worth $240m to

Tehran

go operational in

soon, IRNA reported.

According to Abasali Moserzadeh,
the projects include a monitoring

The managing director of the Wa-
ter and Sewerage Department of
Tehran Province has said waste-
water projects worth 120 trillion
rials (about $240 million) are go-
ing to go operational in the capital

center for buildings control, a
wastewater monitoring and con-
trol center, the construction of the
largest sewage relief post building
in the capital, the largest and third
biomass power plant in Tehran
which will be inaugurated with the
presence of President Ebrahim
Raisi in the near future.

Source:

Depression has been linked to memo-
ry problems, such as forgetfulness or
confusion. It can also make it difficult
to focus on work or other tasks, make
decisions, or think clearly. Stress and
anxiety can also lead to poor memory.
Depression is associated with short-
term memory loss. It doesn’t affect
other types of memory, such as long-
term memory and procedural memory,
which controls motor skills.

Other symptoms of depression in-
clude:

e feeling sad, anxious, numb, or hope-
less

e a loss of interest in activities or hob-
bies

e having little energy and feeling fa-
tigued

« feeling restless or irritable

« feeling shame, guilt, worthlessness,
or powerlessness

* a loss of appetite and drastic changes
in weight

e having trouble sleeping or sleeping
too much

« thinking about death or suicide

e having physical problems, such as

headaches, stomachaches, and back
pain

What the research says

Researchers in one 2013 study dis-
covered that people with depression
couldn’t identify objects on a screen
that were identical or similar to an ob-
ject they had seen previously. Accord-
ing to researchers, this suggests that
memory can be diminished as a result
of depression. Researchers in a 2015
studyTrusted Source came to a simi-
lar conclusion. They concluded that
depression might cause short-term
memory 10ss.

Other causes of memory loss

Other reasons you may experience
memory loss can include the follow-
ing:

e Normal age-related memory loss is
common and manageable. One exam-
ple of this is forgetting where you put
your glasses but remembering later in
the day.

* Alzheimer’s disease is the most com-
mon form of dementia. It can cause
progressive, irreparable brain damage
and memory loss.

e Mild cognitive impairment can alter
thinking skills and eventually progress
to Alzheimer’s disease or other forms
of dementia.

 Minor head injury or trauma can trig-
ger slight memory problems, even if
you didn’t lose consciousness.

« Forgetfulness is a potential side effect
of certain medications.

e Brain tumors or brain infections can
affect your memory or trigger demen-
tia-like symptoms.

e Vitamin B-12 deficiency can create
problems with your memory. This is
because you’re not maintaining healthy
nerve cells and red blood cells.

e Drug abuse can impair your mental
state and abilities.

e Hypothyroidism slows your metabo-
lism, which can lead to memory prob-
lems and other issues with thinking.

e Brain or nerve damage caused by
diseases such as Parkinson’s disease
or multiple sclerosis can cause memo-
ry problems. A 2013 study found that
people with depression have a greater
risk of developing Parkinson’s disease.
How to manage memory loss

Uitn Depression Gause Memory Loss?

Memory loss due to depression is typi-
cally managed with regular counseling
or therapy and antidepressants.
Leading an active lifestyle and get-
ting involved in your community
can also elevate your mood.
You can also manage your
memory loss by using
memory aids. You may
also consider getting

a home care provider to
help you as needed. You
may also consider joining a
support group.
Medications that can im-
prove memory and brain
function in people with
Alzheimer’s disease or
other neurological disor-
ders are also available.

By:

T'ransport Ministry outlmes 5 major strateges of PMO m upcommg vear

Iran’s Transport and Urban Development
Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash has outlined
three major strategies for the Ports and
Maritime Organization (PMO) to pursue
in the next Iranian calendar year, which
begins on March 20.

As reported by the portal of the ministry,
the development of a maritime-based
economy, the development of maritime
transit, and logistics management are the
main strategies that the PMO is going to
pursue in the upcoming year.
According to Bazrpash, with the imple-
mentation of these three strategies in the
next year, the role of commercial ports
will become more effective in the coun-

Pointing to the multiplicity of decisions
regarding port affairs in the country and
its harmfulness in the service implemen-
tation process, the minister said: “Accord-
ing to the announcement of the president,
the Ports, and Maritime Organization
will be in charge of the coordination of
all the ports authorities in the next year;
so decision-making and management of
communication among port authorities
should be a priority of the organization in
the coming year.”

He further called on the PMO to focus
its efforts on attracting investment in the
country’s ports, and added: “Activities in
the ports and coasts of the country have

vestors, so in a different and motivating
approach, certain investment packages
should be provided for domestic investor
institutions and companies.”

Another priority of the Ports and Maritime
Organization in the coming year should
be the development and organization of
local wharves and the promotion of em-
ployment in the southern coasts of the
country, he added.

Referring to the importance of marine
tourism and the promotion of sea trips on
the coasts and islands of the country, Ba-
zarpash emphasized: “The renovation of
passenger vessels and promotion of ma-
rine tourism also needs a more suitable

try’s economy.

always been attractive for domestic in-

platform to attract investors.”

[ran’s second-largest
carmaker reports declime i output

Iran’s second-largest automaker, Sai-
pa, has reported a six percent decline
in the number of passenger cars it has
produced in the first 11 months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2023- February 19, 2024).

In its report to Iran’s Securities and Ex-
change Organization (SEQ), Saipa said
that it produced 265,000 sedans during
the aforementioned period.

The output shows a six-percent decline
compared to the same period last year
when the company produced 282,000
vehicles.

According to Mehrdad Khosravi, the
director general of the Iranian Industry
Ministry’s Auto Industry Office, the coun-

try’s automakers produced about 1.23
million vehicles in 11 months of the cur-
rent calendar year.

The carmakers managed to manufacture
about 1,230,000 vehicles in the men-
tioned 11 months which shows a six
growth compared to the same period last
year.

During the mentioned period, some
1,040,000 passenger vehicles were pro-
duced, which shows a six percent growth
compared to the 980,000 vehicles pro-
duced in the same period last year, he
added.

Khosravi stated that in the mentioned
period, 152,000 vans were manufactured
in the country, which has grown by 34

percent compared to the same period
last year.

This official with the Industry, Mining,
and Trade Ministry in his remarks added
that in 11 months of the current Irani-
an calendar year, some 34,000 types of
heavy vehicles (trucks, mini trucks, and
tractors) were produced with a growth of
10 percent.

The reports by the director general of the
Iranian Industry Ministry’s Auto Industry
Office show that in the 11 months of the
current Iranian year, some 280,000 cars
were produced by the private sector,
which shows a 61 percent increase com-
pared to the production of 173,000 cars
in the same period last year.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
inaugurated several major projects
during his provincial visit to Khuz-
estan in the Southwest of the coun-
try on Friday, IRNA reported.
Official operation of two oil fields,
namely Sepehr and Jofeir, in the
West Karun region, a sponge iron
factory in Ahvaz, and 28 water and
energy projects were among the
projects inaugurated by President
Raisi during his visit to Khuzestan.
Raisi issued an official order to
commence operations at the
Sepehr and Jofeir oil fields via video
conference, with Iranian Oil Minis-
ter Javad Oji in attendance.

The inauguration ceremony, a signif-
icant part of Raisi’s visit, highlight-
ed the importance of the Sepehr
and Jofeir oil fields, which currently
contribute over 50,000 barrels per
day (bpd) to Iran’s oil production.
The goal is to extract 74,000 bpd of
oil from these fields over a 20-year
period, with an investment exceed-
ing $2.8 billion.

Speaking on the sidelines of the
inauguration ceremony, QOil Minis-

Raist maugurates major
projects n southwestern Iran

v
|

ter Javad Oji said oil production in
the southwestern province of Khuz-
estan has jumped one million bpd
since the 13th (incumbent) admin-
istration took office in August 2021.
“The volume of oil extracted from
Khuzestan’s fields amounted to
1.7m bpd when the 13th adminis-
tration took over while the figure
now stands at 2.7m bpd,” he said.
According to the National Iranian Qil
Company (NIOC) managing director
West Karun is home to 86 percent
of the country’s shared oil reserves.
Mohsen Khojasteh-Mehr said the
contracts signed for the develop-
ment of nine oil fields in West Karun
are worth more than $20 billion.
Additionally, President Raisi inau-
gurated the Zamzam 3 sponge iron
factory in Ahvaz, which is the larg-
est producer of sponge iron in West
Asia and the second-largest global-
ly after India.

The mentioned 28 water and elec-
tricity projects also included several
power transmission lines, irrigation
systems and drinking water supply
projects to rural areas.
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