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nuclear mate-
rials has been
rectified

In an article, Shargh point-
ed to Rafael Grossi’s recent
claims regarding Iran’s nu-
clear program in which he
said: “On the basis of these
reports, the Agency consid-
ers, at UCF, the discrepancy
in the nuclear material bal-
ance to have been rectified.”
The IAE director added, “You
will note that Iran’s stockpile
of enriched uranium contin-
ues to increase, even though
the level of uranium enriched
up to 60% has fallen slightly.
Grossi went on to say, “l am
seriously concerned that Iran
has unilaterally stopped im-
plementing the Joint State-
ment, which raises doubts
that Iran remains committed
to what we have agreed.”
He claims that Iran rejected
inspectors based on their
nationality. This is while Iran
has the right to reject certain
inspectors not only before
they are appointed, but even
after their “designation”.
Grossi is trying to politicize
the peaceful nuclear program
of our country and create a
psychological —atmosphere
against Iran by addressing
this issue and ignoring Iran’s
inalienable rights. Such an
approach is in contradiction
with the commitment by the
Agency according to which
it has agreed to fully comply
with Iran based on Tehran’s
rights based on the Compre-
hensive Safeguards Agree-
ment (CSA).

The Ukraine and
Gaza wars cast

shadow over the

Iran nuclear talks

Arman-e-Melli wrote Iran
and the United States
through indirect talks made
progress in Doha regarding
the nuclear issue, but with
a change in security calcu-
lations in the region after
the October 7 incident, all
negotiations were sidelined.
Two important incidents
happened in the world that
removed the Iran nuclear
issue from the U.S. agenda
as a priority. America’s pri-
orities turned to the battle
between Hamas and Israel
and the battle between Rus-
sia and Ukraine. In Ukraine,
the fake story of Iran’s ex-
port of drones to Russia and
its use by the Russians in
operations against Ukraine
angered Europe, and dozens
of sanctions were imposed
on Tehran in this area and
darkened the future of in-
teractions between Iran and
Europe that were focused
on the nuclear issue. Never-
theless, the Arab countries
tried to replace themselves
with Europe and Iran and
the United States engaged in
indirect negotiations on the
nuclear issue in Doha until
the Al-Agsa Storm changed
the course of these negotia-
tions and it was even report-
ed that the United States had
removed these negotiations
from the agenda. As a re-
sult of these two cases, i.e.,
the case of Ukraine and the
case of Gaza, were able to
practically remove the case
of returning to the JCPOA
from the international agen-
da under the leadership of
the United States.

Chma’s top legislative body’s opening meeting held

The opening meeting of the
second session of the 14th Na-
tional People’s Congress (NPC)
of China was held at the Great
Hall of the People in Beijing on
Tuesday.

Chinese President Xi Jinping
and other Chinese leaders at-
tended the opening meeting.
Premier Li Qiang delivered a
government work report at the
meeting.

Lawmakers reviewed a report
from the State Council on the
implementation of the 2023
plan for national economic and

social development and on the
2024 draft plan, as well as the
draft plan for national econom-
ic and social development in
2024.

They also reviewed a report
from the State Council on the
execution of the central and lo-
cal budgets for 2023 and on the
draft central and local budgets
for 2024, as well as the draft
central and local budgets for
2024.

The following are the highlights
of the Chinese government
work report submitted Tues-

day to the national legislature
for deliberation (Published by
Xinhua.)

- 2024 GDP growth target:
around 5 percent

- Creating over 12 million jobs
in urban areas

- Ratio of deficit to GDP: 3 per-
cent

- Special-purpose bonds for
local governments: 3.9 trillion
yuan

- Issuing ultra-long special
treasury bonds

- Launching Al Plus initiative

- Enhancing disruptive and

frontier technology research

- Launching year-long program
to stimulate consumption

- Investment from central gov-
ernment budget: 700 billion
yuan

- Expanding domestic demand
- Ensuring national treatment
for foreign-funded enterprises
- Working toward joining the
Comprehensive and Progres-
sive Agreement for Trans-Pacif-
ic Partnership

- Pursuing higher-standard
opening up

- Defusing risks in property,
local debt, small and medi-
um-sized financial institutions

- Ensuring both development
and security

- Advancing energy revolution
- Opposing “Taiwan independ-
ence” and external interference
- Upholding international fair-
ness and justice

The National People’s Congress
(NPC) is the highest organ of
state power in the People’s Re-
public of China. The NPC is the
only branch of government in
China, and per the principle of
unified power, all state organs
from the State Council to the
Supreme People’s Court (SPC)
are subservient to it.

With 2,977 members in 2023,
it is the largest legislative body
in the world. The NPC is elected
for a term of five years. It holds

annual sessions every spring,
usually lasting from 10 to 14
days, in the Great Hall of the
People on the west side of Ti-
ananmen Square in Beijing.

It is worth mentioning that
China International Press Com-
munication  Center (CIPCC)
arranged a program for journal-
ists from around the world and
took them to the Great Hall of
the People on Tuesday morn-
ing so that they could see the
place and watch the opening
meeting of the second session
of the 14th National People’s
Congress (NPC). CIPCC, under
the China Public Diplomacy As-
sociation (CPDA), has initiated
a program to build a platform
for the media from countries
around the world, especially de-
veloping countries, to observe
China and study development
in this country. The program
aimed at media exchange was
halted in 2020 and 2021 due to
the Covid-19 epidemic.

In each edition of the program,
journalists from all around the
world gather together to get
familiar with modern China and
exchange their experiences in
the field of journalism.

In 2024 edition of the program,
scheduled to be held from late
February until late June, over
100 journalists from more than
90 countries are participating.

[ran negotiatimg with Syria, Iraq on jomnt free zone
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The Secretary of the lIranian Free
Zones High Council has said the
country is negotiating with Syria and
Iraq for the establishment of a trilat-
eral joint free zone, IRNA reported.

Hojatollah Abdolmaleki said the es-
tablishment of the mentioned free
zone is going to result in a jump in
investment from all three parties and

the Iranian Free Zones High Council
is seriously pursuing the subject.
“We have held talks with officials of
Iraq and Syria to establish the joint
free zone, and the negotiating parties
have expressed their agreement in
this regard, and we are waiting for a
tripartite meeting,” he said.

The establishment of this joint free

zone will benefit all three countries
and make Iran’s access to the Med-
iterranean region very easy, the offi-
cial added.

Abdolmaleki further noted that the Is-
lamic Republic is negotiating with 21
different countries to establish joint
free zones, with six of which agree-
ment documents have also been
signed.

Back in February, Abdolmaleki said
neighboring countries are the priori-
ty for the establishment of joint free
Zones.

A new generation of free zones is
being formed in the world which is
based on international cooperation,
he said, adding: “Iran is one of the
leading countries in this regard, we
already have shared free zones which
are formed based on international co-
operation and have different models.”
“Cooperation with Afghanistan, Pa-
kistan, Qatar, United Arab Emirates,
Iraq, Syria, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ar-
menia, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Rus-
sia, and distant countries like China

are on the agenda, and we are pursu-
ing the creation of a network of free
zones to form economic chains with
friendly and neighboring countries in
the region,” he explained.

“We had meetings and discussions
with the senior officials of many of
the mentioned countries, and the in-
vestors have taken measures in this
field so that if we proceed according
to the plan, we can achieve our goals
in the atmosphere of international in-
teractions based on the economic di-
plomacy, which is considered a kind
of practical paradigm,” he added.
The official further noted that 10 new
free zones have been established in
the country, of which three are cur-
rently operational, seven will start
operating in the next two months and
three will be inaugurated in the next
Iranian calendar year (starting on
March 20).

According to Abdolmaleki, the imports
of consumer goods will be limited in
these new zones to guide the imports
towards production and export.

Iran’s oil sector achieved significant
growth in the first nine months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March
21-December 21, 2023), registering
a 292 percent rise year-on-year. As
Shana reported, the sector’s growth
soared to 22.4 percent from 5.7 per-

0il sector’s nine-month

cent in the mentioned nine months.
The oil and gas industry makes up
a large proportion of Iran’s econo-
my and plays an undeniable role in
increasing the country’s economic
growth.

Following the U.S. withdrawal from

the Iran nuclear deal on May 8, 2018,
and the reimposition of sanctions on
Iran, the oil and gas sector witnessed
negative growth and Iran’s economic
growth sank below zero in the previ-
ous administration.

The 13th administration, which took
office in August 2021, has put great
emphasis on neutralizing the sanc-
tions by relying on domestic capabili-
ties, and the Oil Ministry has adopted
different strategies to achieve the
goal.

Iran’s oil exports jumped 40 percent
during the first year of the incumbent
government’s term while the sanc-
tions remained unchanged.

In 2022, the increase in oil produc-
tion and exports made Iran’s eco-
nomic growth positive and inflation
was considerably controlled.

One of the significant impacts of the
oil and gas sector’s growth was the
elimination of the budget deficit the
13th administration inherited from

arowth surges 292%

the previous government. The deficit
was fixed without creating liquidity by
selling Iran’s crude oil to traditional
customers and finding new markets.
The International Monetary Fund
(IMF) increased its estimate of Iran’s
economic growth in 2024, citing a
higher-than-expected surge in the
country’s oil production.

The IMF, in its latest report published
on February 22, forecast a 3.7 per-
cent economic growth for Iran in
2024 while the figure in its October
prediction was 2.5 percent.
According to the financial agency,
Iran’s oil production in 2024 has
exceeded 2.7 million barrels per day
(bpd), 700,000 barrels higher than
the volume produced in 2020.

The IMF data also showed that Iran’s
economic growth reached 5.4 per-
cent in 2023 while the international
agency had predicted a three percent
growth for the country in the previ-
ous year.

Iranian, Rus-
sian firms sign
MOUs to co-op

in new con-
struction tech-
nologies

Knowledge-based com-
panies from Iran and
Russia inked two memo-
randums of understand-
ing (MOUs) to cooperate
in the field of new con-
struction technologies.
As IRNA reported, two
Iranian knowledge-based
firms signed the coop-
eration MOUs, valued at
$5.8 million, with two
Russian firms for the

provision of modern
construction  technolo-
gies.

The MOUs were inked in
a ceremony held with the
participation of the tech-
nology and innovation
cooperation adviser of
the Embassy of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran in
Moscow Behnam Kazemi
on the sidelines of Rus-
sia’s 5th International Ex-
hibition for Building and
Finishing Materials and
Technologies ~ dubbed
“RosBuild 2024”.

One of the agreements is
in the field of new tech-
nology for greenhouse
structures  while  the
other is on exchanging
technology in the con-
struction sector.

The RosBuild Interna-
tional Exhibition is a
part of the events in the
Russian  Construction
Weeks aimed at provid-
ing high-quality build-
ing materials and taking
advantage of the most
modern construction
technologies.

This exhibition is a good
opportunity for suppliers
of construction materi-
als and technology who
want to enter the Rus-
sian market.

Nine Iranian  knowl-
edge-based companies
showcased their latest
achievements in the field
of smart- and environ-
ment-friendly  buildings
for four days.
RosBuild  International
Exhibition was inaugu-
rated on February 27 and
wrapped up on March 1,
2024.

In late February, Iran
and Russia signed sev-
eral MOUs to cooperate
in various sectors at the
end of the two countries’
17th  Joint  Econom-
ic Committee meeting
which was held in Tehran
during February 26-28.
The MOUs were signed
in the presence of the
Iranian Oil Minister Ja-
vad Qji and Russia’s
Deputy Prime Minister
Alexander Novak, who
co-chaired the men-
tioned meeting.

Over the three days of the
joint committee meet-
ing, Iranian and Russian
experts from different
economic  sectors ex-
plored all avenues of
cooperation in the form
of 20 working groups to
prepare the mentioned
MOUs and the commis-
sion’s  comprehensive
document.
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Unilateral
claim on
Arash gas
field creates
no rights for
claimant,
Iran says

Iran’s Foreign Minis-
try spokesman said
on Monday that uni-
lateral claims on the
joint Arash gas field
in the Persian Gulf
will not create any
rights for the claim-
ant.

Iran has repeatedly
announced its princi-
pled stance on the is-
sue based on interna-
tional law, underlined
Nasser Kanaani.

The spokesman made
the remarks during
his weekly press con-
ference in reaction to
a statement issued by
the Ministerial Coun-
cil of the Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council,
which claims  only
Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait have the right
to exploit the field,
known as Al-Dorra in
the two Arab states.
“We have empha-
sized the continua-
tion of technical and
legal talks with the
Kuwaiti officials,” he
pointed out.

Iran tries to create
a positive and con-
structive atmosphere
to develop its rela-
tions with neighbors,
said Kanaani, adding
raising such issues in
one-sided statements
is not acceptable at
all.

Against the backdrop
of regional tensions,
the Arash gas field
in the Persian Gulf
has become a long-
standing point of
contention  between
Iran and Kuwait, both
asserting ownership
of this source. In
March 2022, Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia
signed an agreement
to jointly develop the
Durra field, known
as Arash in Iran. Iran
promptly  objected,
deeming it “illegal”
and asserting plans
for independent de-
velopment.

The gas field, dis-
covered in 1967 on
the eastern maritime
border of Kuwait,
remains a source
of dispute as Iran
claims the field ex-
tends into its waters.
Estimates  suggest
over 70 percent of
the resources of the
disputed gas field lie
in waters claimed by
Iran. Despite years
of diplomatic talks,
Iran and Kuwait have
not reached an agree-
ment on their disput-
ed maritime border
area, which is rich in
natural gas. The pro-
longed negotiations
have yet to vyield a
resolution, highlight-
ing the complexities
surrounding this
strategically ~ signifi-
cant region.

Thursday, March 7, 2024

TEDPIX gains
32,000 points

on Tuesday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
rose 32,061 points (1.5 percent)
t0 2,172,226 on Tuesday, which is
the fourth day of the Iranian cal-

endar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

Safelv Remove Water
rom a Charoing Port
o Andrord & iPhone

Source:

By:

0h no! Your phone is wet! What should
you do? The most reliable way to get
water out of a charging port is to turn
off your phone and allow it to air dry
completely. While getting your phone
wet can be scary, many modern smart-
phones are now water-resistant or wa-
terproof. However, even if your phone
is water-resistant, you'll still need to
completely dry the charging port and
other components before turning on
or charging your phone. This wikiHow
article will teach you the safest ways
to remove water from your Android or
iPhone’s charging port and save your
phone from water damage.

Things You Should Know

e Turn off your phone immediately and
dry it off with a lint-free cloth.

* Allow the charging port to air dry in a
well-ventilated area for at least 5 hours.
« To get excess water out of your phone,
gently tap it against your hand with the
charging port facing down, so water
can drip out.

* Avoid using rice to speed along the
process.

Drying the Port Safely

Turn off your phone right away. No
matter how water resistant your phone
is, power it down immediately when it
gets wet. Don’t be tempted to turn your
phone back on until you’ve thoroughly
dried the charging port, headphone
jack, and other components.[1]

o If there is anything plugged into your
phone when the charging port is wet,
such as a charging cable or battery-ex-
tending case, remove that as well.

o0 If your entire phone is wet (not just
the charging port), remove the SIM
card tray, SIM card, and any external
memory cards. If you’re using an An-
droid with a removable battery, remove
that too.

Use a lint-free towel to dry all visible
water. Wipe every part of the phone or
tablet with a clean, dry, lint-free towel.
Microfiber is a great material for this, as
it’s highly absorbent and dries quickly.
Continue wiping until you've removed
all of the water that you can.[2]

Gently tap your phone against your
hand with the charging port facing

down. Make sure the charging port is
facing down before you tap the phone
on your hand—if the port is facing up,
water can run deeper into your phone.
Continue tapping your phone on your
hand until you're sure all excess water
has dripped out.[3]

Allow the phone air dry in a well-venti-
lated area. The best way to get water out
of the charging port is to let it evaporate
naturally. Air circulation will dry the port
faster, so let the phone dry in a room
with fans, a dehumidifier, or any other
moving air source.[4]

Allow the phone to dry for at least 5
hours before turning it back on. Apple

recommends allowing your phone to
dry for 5 hours before turning it back
on or connecting a charging cable to
the Lightning port.[5] The recommen-
dations for Android models vary, but
waiting at least 5 hours should be long
enough for the charging port in any
phone to completely dry.

What to Avoid

Don’t place your phone in direct sun-
light to dry. It's okay to dry your phone
outside in warm weather, but avoid ex-
posing it to extreme temperatures. Put-
ting your phone in direct sunlight can
cause it to overheat and cause more
damage.[7]

Don’t put your phone in rice. Even if the
water in your charging port is hard to
remove, putting your phone in rice will
not speed up the drying process.[8]
Plus, the dust from the rice or particles
from the rice could get into the charg-
ing port and other openings and cause
damage.

Don’t insert any foreign objects into the
charging port. Putting anything inside
your phone’s charging port is a bad idea
because you could push the moisture
further in. Cotton swabs, toothpicks,
and paper towels can all damage your
charging port.

Don’t use a hair dryer.

Steel products worth 75 billion exported m 11 months

Iran exported about 27 million tons of steel products worth $7.0
billion in the first 11 months of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21, 2023-February 19, 2024), according to the Iranian Steel

Producers Association (ISPA).

As reported, the exports of the mentioned products increased by 20
percent in terms of value and 68 percent in terms of weight com-
pared to last year’s corresponding period.

Iran’s export of steel chain topped $6.2 billion in the first 10 months

The head of the Geological Survey and
Mineral Exploration of Iran (GSI) has
said the country’s iron ore reserves
currently stand at 3.8 billion tons, add-
ing that the figure can increase with
new exploration.

Speaking to IRIB, Alireza Shahidi said
the mentioned figure would be enough
to meet the country’s needs for the
next 14 to 15 years.

“Of course, if our consumption in-
creases compared to extraction, this
amount of reserves will certainly be
exhausted in less time,” he added
Having 81 different types of minerals,

Iron ore reserves stand at 3.8 hillion tons

i VAT

Iran is one of the top 10 mineral-rich
countries across the globe. In this re-
gard, the Iranian government has been
seriously pursuing several programs
to promote the mining sector as a
major contributor to the country’s eco-
nomic growth.

The total proven reserves of Iran’s
mines are estimated at 60 billion tons,
which is expected to reach more than
100 billion tons with the implementa-
tion of the Industry, Mining, and Trade
Ministry’s exploration programs over
500,000 square kilometers of new
mineral zones.

of the current Iranian calendar year, the association announced in
its previous report.
As per ISPA, 153,000 tons of iron beam, valued at $82 million, were
exported from the country from March 21, 2023, to January 21,
2024, showing a 31 percent hike in volume compared to the same
period last year. Last month, the World Steel Association (WSA)
said in a report that Iran improved its global standing in steel pro-
duction, becoming the ninth-largest producer in January 2024.

S

Despite the country’s huge potential
in this area, due to some issues like
the lack of necessary machinery and
equipment and the lack of access to
financial resources and foreign invest-
ment because of the U.S. sanctions,
the Iranian mining sector has been
struggling to operate at its maximum
capacity over the past few years.

So, the government programs for
promoting this industry are mainly fo-
cused on relying on domestic sources
to help the mining sector overcome its
current problems and hit its ideal tar-
gets.

In the first month of 2024, Iranian steel mills produced a total of 2.6

million tons of steel, registering a 39.3 percent increase compared

cline.

to the same month of 2023, as reported by the WSA.
The world’s 71 steel-producing countries produced 148.1 million
tons of steel in January 2024, indicating a 1.6 percent yearly de-

Iran was ranked first in terms of production growth among the
world’s top steel producers in the mentioned period.

1 — -

Iranian Energy Minister Ali-Akbar
Mehrabian has said the country has
prepared the necessary ground to
exchange electricity with the neigh-
boring states such as Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan.
Speaking in a meeting with Uzbek
Energy Minister Jurabek Mirzam-
akhmudov in Tehran on Monday,
Mehrabian said Iran currently has
electricity exchange with most of its
neighbors and can develop its rela-
tions with these neighbors optimally
in this field.

The official placed special emphasis
on the development of the cooper-
ation between Iran, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan in the field
of electricity exchange, Mehr News
Agency reported.

He pointed out that competent Ira-
nian companies are ready to coop-
erate with Uzbekistan in implement-
ing electrical projects, exporting
electrical parts and equipment,

[ran to expand electricity exchange
with neghbors

constructing power equipment, and
constructing an equipped produc-
tion line for manufacturing electrical
equipment.

Following expert-level talks between
the presidents of the two countries,
the two sides agreed to promote
economic, political, cultural, and his-
torical relations, he underlined.

The two countries have high poten-
tial to expand their relations in all
fields, he said, adding that Iran and
Uzbekistan can cooperate in con-
structing thermal- and hydroelec-
tricity power plants and exporting
technical and engineering services,
etc. in line with developing bilateral
ties.

The Uzbek minister of energy, for
his part, said that Iran is among the
top five countries in the region in the
field of construction of power plants,
adding that his country attaches
great importance to enhancing its
relations with Iran in all fields.
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