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Iran’s foreign
trade exceeds
$138b in 11 months

The value of Iran’s foreign trade in-
cluding oil and technical engineer-
ing services reached $138.8 billion
in the first 11 months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2023-February 19, 2024), the head
of the Islamic Republic of Iran Cus-
toms Administration (IRICA) said.
According to Mohammad Rezvani-
far, the value of the Islamic Repub-
lic’s trade with the partners in the
mentioned 11 months increased by
2.7 percent compared to the same
period last year, IRNA reported.
The official put the country’s non-
oil exports, excluding exports of
electricity, crude oil, and techno-en-
gineering services, at 124.7 million
tons worth $44.8 bhillion which
shows an 11.42 percent rise in
terms of tonnage and an 8.87 per-
cent decline in terms of value.
He said that Iran’s foreign trade, in-
cluding oil exports, has registered
a $19 billion surplus while seeing a
$15 billion deficit without petrodol-
lars.

Iran exported $32.59 billion of crude
oil and $1.9 billion of technical en-
gineering services in the first 11
months of this year, according to
Rezvanifar.

During this period, liquefied natural
gas with $3.0 billion, liquefied pro-
pane with $2.8 billion, and methanol
with $2.0 billion were Iran’s top ex-
ported items.

Iran’s top export destination during
this period was China with $12.7
billion worth of imports from the
Islamic Republic, followed by Iraq
with $8.6 billion, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) with over $5.9 bil-
lion, Turkey with $3.8 billion, and
India with $2.0 billion.

The country’s top five sources of
imports in the first 11 months of
the current year were the UAE with
$18.6 billion, China with $16.8 bil-
lion, Turkey with $6.8 billion, Ger-
many with $1.9 billion, and India
with $1.8 billion worth of imports.

Iran condemns Is-
rael’s blatant attack
on Gazans who were

collecting food aid

Iran’s foreign ministry spokesman
has called for global action to stop
Israeli atrocities in Palestine, con-
demning the recent brutal incident
where Israeli troops opened fire
on hundreds waiting for food aid
southwest of Gaza City.

“The scars of Gaza linger in the
collective memory of freedom-lov-
ing individuals globally, under-
scoring the shame associated with
supporting and remaining silent
in the midst of mass killings and
genocide,” Nasser Kanaani wrote
in a post on X on Thursday.
Lamenting the brutal killing of
more than 100 Palestinians in
the Al-Rashid Street incident, the
spokesman noted, “The stain of
complicity endures despite the
hollow claims of human rights ad-
vocates in America and Europe.”
More than 100 Palestinians have
been killed and some 700 oth-
ers wounded after Israeli troops
opened fire on hundreds waiting
for food aid southwest of Gaza
City, health officials say, as the
besieged enclave faces an unprec-
edented hunger crisis.

The Palestinian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs condemned the incident,
describing it as a cold-blooded
“massacre”. The ministry said
the attack was part of Israel’s on-
going “genocidal war”. It called
on the international community
to “urgently intervene” to forge
a ceasefire as “the only way to
protect civilians”. “We went to get
flour. The Israeli army shot at us.
There are many martyrs on the
ground and until this moment we
are withdrawing them. There is no
first aid,” said one witness.
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Iran’s Representative to the
Human Rights Council, Hamid
Ahmadi, strongly criticized Ger-
many’s suitability as a member
of the council, questioning its
moral, human rights, and polit-
ical credibility.

In response to recent remarks
by the German Foreign Minister
during the 55th session of the
Human Rights Council, Ahma-
di emphasized that Germany is
not in a position to make rec-
ommendations to others in this
regard.

During his address to the coun-
cil, Anmadi refuted accusations
against Iran, highlighting Ger-
many’s own history of human
rights violations both domesti-
cally and internationally.

He particularly pointed out Ger-
many’s support for the Israeli

regime’s onslaught, which he
argued has exacerbated human
suffering.

Ahmadi condemned Germany’s
backing of Israel, citing in-
stances where German leaders
expressed support for the Is-
raeli government amidst inter-
national outcry over its actions
in Gaza.

He criticized Germany’s disre-
gard for the lives of Palestinian
civilians, especially women and
girls, who have been adversely
affected by Israeli military oper-
ations.

The lranian  representative
underscored the destruction
inflicted upon Gaza’s infra-
structure by Israeli forces and
criticized Germany’s continued
support for Israel despite calls
from the International Court of

Justice to cease such actions.
In conclusion, Ahmadi assert-
ed that Germany’s track record
disqualifies it from holding
moral, human rights, and politi-
cal credibility within the Human
Rights Council, emphasizing
that Germany’s stance under-
mines its ability to advocate for
human rights on the interna-
tional stage.

Back in February 28, German
Foreign Minister Annalena Bae-
rbock’s accusations against
the Islamic Republic were cat-
egorically rejected by Iran as
an inane attempt by the Berlin
government to hide its backing
for the Israeli occupation and
its indifference to egregious
human rights violations oc-
curring throughout Palestinian
territory.

The Foreign Ministry Spokes-
man Nasser Kanaani said that
“it is a hitter irony that certain
Western governments claim to
be advocates of human rights,
while they played a direct role
in supplying and equipping the
regime of former Iragi dictator
Saddam Hussein with chemical
warfare during its imposed war
on Iran in the 1980s, and have
now offered support for Israel’s
massacre in Gaza.”

He went on to add, “Under the
pretext of protecting human
rights and yet by politicizing
the matter, German authori-
ties interfere in the domestic
affairs of other countries, and
at the same time, they bolster
their own economy through
stepped-up activities of their
armament manufacturers.”

The spokesman cautioned Ger-
man officials from misusing the
human rights issue to further
their own politically motivated
agenda by employing humani-
tarian and phony gestures.

If Germany and its allies are
really seeking to protect human
rights, they should set up a
special fact-finding committee
to probe into Israel's massacre
of 30,000 defenseless civilians
in Gaza, he pointed out.

The comments followed the
German foreign minister’s ap-
peal for an extension of a UN
mission about the riots in Iran
in 2022 during her speech to
the 55th session of the UN Hu-
man Rights Council on Monday
in Geneva.

The UN Human Rights Goun-
cil established the fictitious
fact-finding mission on Iran in

accordance with a resolution
critical of Tehran that was ap-
proved during a special meet-
ing in November of that year.
Iran denounced the resolution
at the time, saying that such
anti-Iranian actions were moti-
vated by “multifaceted political
goals.”

Tehran also said that it would
not assist such a mission,
emphasizing that a national
fact-finding commission had
already been established in the
nation to investigate the occur-
rences.

Germany’s accusations on hu-
man rights concerns coincide
with a societal backlash against
anybody voicing support for the
Palestinians, who have been
subjected to Israel’s most re-
cent violent aggression against
them for almost five months.
Berlin has seen fewer pro-Pal-
estinian marches, and schools
now have the authority to forbid
the flying of Palestinian flags.
On the sidelines of the 55th
session of the United Nations
Human Rights Council in Gene-
va, the Iranian foreign minister
said that a ceasefire in Gaza has
the potential to restore peace
and security to the entire re-
gion.

Hossein Amir Abdollahian ex-
pressed concerns about what
he perceived as U.S. hypocrisy
regarding violence, emphasiz-
ing the need to end preferential
treatment for Israel.

He also warned that unless the
United States refrains from en-
couraging lIsrael to employ vio-
lent force in the Gaza Strip, re-
gional peace will remain at risk.

Tehran Baghdad explore avenues of co-op i refining sector
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Head of National Iranian Qil Refining

and Distribution Company (NIORDC)
Jalil Salari and Irag’s Deputy Oil
Minister for Refining Affairs Hamid
Younes met on Thursday in Tehran
to discuss expanding cooperation
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between the two countries in the re-
fining sector.

In this meeting, Salari said Iran and
Iraq have great capacity to cooperate
in various areas of the refining indus-
try from transmission to distribution

and compressed natural gas (CNG),
IRNA reported.

“The achievements of the Iranian oil
industry after the victory of the Is-
lamic revolution and self-sufficiency
in the oil and refining industry have
caused us today to be in a situation
where nearly 80 to 90 percent of the
equipment and items used in the
refining sector are made inside the
country and all the engineering, de-
sign and technical knowledge needed
by refining units have also been lo-
calized,” Salari said.

The official noted that the lranian
government is focused on coopera-
tion with all neighboring and friend-
ly countries, especially with Muslim
countries.

During the visit of Oil Minister Javad
QOji to Irag, some agreements were
reached between the two countries
that will be implemented soon, he

added.

He expressed hope that Iran and Iraq
will reach new agreements in the
fields of renovation and reconstruc-
tion of refineries, overhauls, and sup-
plying necessary goods, catalysts, as
well as, chemicals.

Mentioning other potential areas
for cooperation, Salari said: “There
are more than 2,500 CNG stations
in Iran, and nearly four million cars
in the country’s transportation fleet
have been dual-fueled, and these
fields can be among the areas for
Iran-Iraq cooperation.”

“We have also indigenized the knowl-
edge for the production of catalysts
needed for the refining and chemical
production industry and today we are
competing with top countries in the
industry and in this field we can pro-
vide services to other countries as
well,” the official added.

[ran allocates over S6h to mirastructure projects

The head of Iran’s Planning and
Budget Organization (PBO) has said
3.0 quadrillion rials (over $6.0 billion)
has been allocated for construction
and infrastructure projects in the
next Iranian calendar year’s (starts on
March 20) national budget bill.

According to Davoud Manzour, the
government has managed to fulfill
almost all the goals set in the current
year’s national budget bill, IRNA re-
ported.

In late December 2023, the Iranian
parliament approved the general out-

lines of the national budget bill for the
next Iranian calendar year 1403.
President Ebrahim Raisi submitted
the national budget bill for the next
Iranian year to the Majlis on Decem-
ber 5, 2023.

The proposed budget for the next
year amounts to about 54.18 quad-
rillion rials (about $108.36 billion at
the free market rate of 500,000 rials),
with an 18 percent rise from the cur-
rent year’s budget.

The bill has estimated the govern-
ment’s budget at 24.29 quadrillion
rials (about $48.58 billion).

Public resources are estimated at
14.95 quadrillion rials (about $29.9
billion).

The crude oil income is predicted
to be 5.54 quadrillion rials (about
$11.08 hillion), and oil sales are esti-
mated at 1.35 million barrels per day
at an average price of 65.

Like the current year's budget, the
next year’s proposed budget requires

the government to pay 40 percent of
its oil, gas, and gas condensate rev-
enues to the National Development
Fund (NDF).

Tax revenues are predicted to be
11.22 quadrillion rials (about $22.44
billion) which is 49.8 percent more
than the figure for the current year’s
budget bill.

The data provided in next year’s
budget bill indicate that the govern-
ment is taking major steps to distance
the economy from oil, as a big portion
of the income is set to be gained from
sources other than oil and gas.

Oil incomes in the next year’s budget
bill are estimated to be 6.2 percent
less than the ceiling allowed in the
budget law, accounting for only 22.8
percent of the total incomes. On the
other hand, the share of tax revenues
is twice the revenues from oil and
gas sales, which means changing the
budget approach from oil revenues to
sustainable revenues.
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China brings
together journal-
ists from all over

the world

China International  Press
Communication Center
(CIPCC), under the China
Public Diplomacy Associa-
tion (CPDA), has initiated a
program to build a platform
for the media from countries
around the world, especially
developing countries, to ob-
serve China and study devel-
opment in this country.
The program aimed at media
exchange was halted in 2020
and 2021 due to the Covid-19
epidemic.

In each edition of the pro-
gram, journalists from all
around the world gather to-
gether to get familiar with the
modern China and exchange
their experiences in the field
of journalism.

In 2024 edition of the pro-
gram, scheduled to be held
from late February until late
June, over 100 journalists
from more than 90 countries
are participating.

The CIPCC has provided ac-
commodation and necessary
aids and support for the par-
ticipants in this program.
The CIPCC has accommodat-
ed all participants in a diplo-
matic residence center (DRC)
at the heart of Beijing.

CIPCC staff and also some
volunteers in the program
help the participants meet
their requirements through-
out their stay in China.

On Friday, March 1, when
most of the participants had
already arrived in Beijing, the
CIPCC held a gathering in one
of the buildings of the DRC to
brief the present journalists
on the upcoming program
and also answer the questions
raised by the participants.
During the gathering, a sum-
mary of the program was
presented to the participants,
a video of the previous edition
of the program was shown,
the director and staff of the
CIPCC, as well as the involved
volunteers, introduced them-
selves and briefed the journal-
ists on the program.

As announced, on schedule,
during the participants’ stay
in China, the CIPCC will hold
lectures on China’s socioeco-
nomic development, diploma-
cy, science and technology,
culture, and other fields, ar-
range training on journalism
and internships in Chinese
media, organize media cov-
erage of major domestic and
diplomatic events in China,
hold symposium with gov-
ernmental departments, en-
terprises, think tanks and the
media, and organize visits to
selected provinces.

CIPCC Director Yu Lei an-
swered the questions raised
by the journalists at the end of
the presentations.

Then it was said that the jour-
nalists would be categorized
into some groups regarding
their ethnical and cultural sim-
ilarities, for example, Mahnaz
Abdi, the Tehran Times jour-
nalist who was the participant
from Iran, was placed in the
Asia-Pacific group.

At the end of the gathering,
the participants were told to
come to the designated place
at the DRC the next day to
take a PCR test (COVID-19
test).
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Contracts with
Russia lead to
200,000-barrel
increase in
Iran daily oil
output: Oji

Iranian ~ Qil  Minister
Javad Qji has said the
contracts signed with
Russian companies to
develop eight oil fields
have helped his country
add more than 200,000
barrels to its daily pro-
duction.

In his response to a
question posed by Rus-
sia’s Energy Intelligence
reporter about the out-
look for Russian com-
panies’ participation in
Iran’s oil projects, the
minister added the Na-
tional Iranian Qil Com-
pany (NIOC) started its
negotiations with Rus-
sia’s leading companies
several months ago and
contracts for the devel-
opment of eight Iranian
oil fields have been so
far signed with Russian
companies.

0Oji, who made the re-
marks in a joint press
conference with Russian
Deputy Prime Minister
Alexander Novak after
the three-day 17th Joint
Economic Commission
between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and
the Russian Federation
in Tehran, said negotia-
tions with Russian com-
panies about contracts
on the development of
more Iranian oil and gas
fields reached their final
stage during the com-
mission meetings and
new contracts will be
signed in the near future.
Export of technical and
engineering  services,
enhanced oil and gas
recovery, and oil and gas
swap were among the
topics the two sides dis-
cussed, he mentioned.
Out of 15 memoran-
dums of understanding
(MOUs) signed by Iran
and Russia, four are re-
lated to the energy sec-
tor, said the commission
co-chair, adding that
Russian companies are
keen to participate in
Iran’s oil projects as they
have expressed their
willingness to help Iran
build refinery-integrated
petrochemical  plants
and mini LNG plants,
complete petrochemical
value chain, and export
oil products.

Asked by the RIA Nov-
osti reporter about the
latest talks with Russia,
Qatar, and Turkmenistan
on the formation of a gas
hub in Assaluyeh, south-
ern Iran, Oji said seri-
ous talks started some
months ago and Russia
has supported the initi-
ative.

Russia, Iran, Qatar, and
Turkmenistan are the
world’s largest holders
of gas reserves respec-
tively, underlined the
minister, adding Iran has
massive gas infrastruc-
ture, particularly pipe-
lines and gas compres-
sor stations, which help
the country play a great
role in gas transit.

Iran is currently produc-
ing one billion cubic me-
ters of sour gas per day,
he concluded.
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Iranian Greco-Roman wrestler Mo-
wres“er hammadali Geraei is no longer sus-
Mohammada- rended |

. . He had been suspended until further
|| Gerael has notice by the United World Wrestling
. (UWW) in October 2023 for throw-
suspenSIOIl ing water bottle onto the mat during

lifted by UWW

a match in the 2023 World Wrestling
Championships.

He threw a bottle in protest of the ref-
eree’s decision during his brother Mo-
hammadreza Geraei's match against
Japan's Kyotaro Sogabe in the 67kg
weight class.

Geraei defeated his rival 11-10 at last
but the Japanese coaching staff be-
lieved that the bottle has led to the
defeat.

Insommia; Cardiovascular Exercise May Reduce the Need

Source:

New research shows that people who
maintain good cardiorespiratory fit-
ness are less likely to use prescription
sleep aids.

A recent study suggests that people
who are physically fit are less likely to
need prescription sleep aids.

°The findings show that moderate-
to vigorous-intensity exercise for 75
minutes per week maintains good car-
diorespiratory fitness and promotes
optimal sleep.

*To improve sleep hygiene, experts say
30 minutes of daily exercise could be
beneficial for some people.
eHaving a consistent exercise
routine may matter more
than what time of day ..
yOU eXercise. B
If you have difficul-
ty sleeping, you’re
not alone. In fact,
1in 3 adultsTrust-
ed Source dont get
enough sleep.

A lack of quality sleep
can negatively affect your
ability to function on a
daily basis. That’s why
many people who have
insomnia may turn to
sleeping pills to get some
much-needed shuteye.

But according to a recent
study from Norwegian re-
searchers, there is another solu-
tion for insomnia that may reduce
the need for sleep aids: cardiovascular
fitness.

The research, recently published in
Mayo Clinic Proceedings, shows that
people who maintain good cardiores-
piratory fitness through regular bouts
of moderate- to vigorous-intensity ex-
ercise are less likely to take prescrip-
tion sleep aids.
Effects of cardiorespiratory fitness on
sleep

“Cardiorespiratory fitness reflects
your cardiovascular health and the
supply of oxygen throughout your
body, and to increase (or maintain)
your fitness level a moderate or vig-
orous intensity of physical activity is
required (70-85% of maximum heart
rate) for 75 minutes a week,” Ernstsen
\ said.

o Indeed, the findings show that
S consistent moderate- to vig-
& ® " orous-intensity  exercise

lowers the risk of severe
sleep problems.
Morning vs. evening exer-

>

cise: What time of day is best?

Good sleep hygiene is crucial for
health and well-being.

But when it comes to exercising in
the morning versus evening to pro-
mote good sleep hygiene, there’s no
consensus about which time of day is
better.

“Some people find that morning ex-
ercise helps them feel more alert and
awake during the day, while others
find that evening exercise helps
them relax
and un-
wind
after
a

long day,” Lalitha McSorley, a phys-
iotherapist with Brentwood Physi-
otherapy Clinic in Calgary, Alberta,
Canada.

“Ultimately, it's up to each individ-
ual to experiment with different
times of day to see what
works best for them.”
Morning exercise
According to Mec-
Sorley,

exer-
cising first
thing in the morn-
ing can help shift your
body’s natural circadian rhythm so that
you’re more alert in the morning and
thus more tired at night.

While this shift in your body’s sleep-
wake rhythm could make it easier to
fall asleep, McSorley added that it
doesn’t play much of a role in the qual-
ity of sleep.

Still, morning ex-
. ercise
seems
to have a
protective effect on cardi-
ovascular events like strokeTrusted
Source, Ernstsen added.

Evening exercise

Some research suggests that exercis-
ing in the evening may interfere with
restful sleep.

o g—

[or Sleeping Pills

Be that as it may, many people
find that exercising in
the evening helps
them wind down.
Others may find
that evening ex-
ercise is the only
time their schedule
will accommodate.
How much exercise
do you need to sleep
better?
When it comes to how
much physical activity
you need to sleep bet-
ter, consistency may
ul- timately matter more than
the time of day you exercise.
McSorley recommended aiming for at
least 30 minutes of daily exercise to
promote better sleep.
Takeaway
A new study shows that maintaining
cardiorespiratory fitness could im-
prove sleep quality and quantity.
Engaging in moderate- to vigorous-in-
tensity exercise for 75 minutes a week
was associated with a decreased risk
of taking prescription sleeping aids.
Whether you exercise in the morning
versus evening may depend on what
allows you to maintain a consistent
schedule.
And if exercising still isn’t enough to
help you sleep at the end of the day,
you may wish to talk with your doctor
about natural and prescription sleep
aids to help you decide what’s best for
you.

Iranian Finance and Economic Affairs Minister Eh-
san Khandouzi said the country’s stock market has
provided 6.0 quadrillion rials (about $12 billion) of
funding for various economic sectors since the be-
ginning of the current Iranian calendar year (March

21, 2023).

According to Khandouzi, considering the current
trend the figure is expected to reach 7.5 quadrillion
rials (about $15 billion) by the end of the year (late

March 2024), IRNA reported.

Back in November 2023, Head of Iran’s Securities
and Exchange Organization (SEQ) Majid Eshghi said
30 percent of financing in the country’s economic
sectors was done through the capital market in the
previous Iranian calendar year (ended on March 20).
Speaking at an Exchange, Banking and Insurance
Conference, Eshghi said: “We believe that the role
of the capital market in the economy can be made
much stronger than what currently is.”

“Today, the country’s economy needs creativity and

Over 215m tons of goods loaded, unloaded at ports

ities have been loaded and unloaded at
Iranian ports in the first 11 months of
the current Iranian calendar year (March
21.2023-February 19, 2024), According
to a report by the Transport and Urban
Development Ministry.

Based on the data released by the
country’s Ports and Maritime Organi-
zation (PMO), of the mentioned figure,
72,719,081 tons were related to unload-
ing, and 140,973,052 tons were related
to loading.

The loading of goods in the mentioned
period increased by 14 percent as com-
pared to the figure for the previous

year’s same 11 months.
During the said period, loading and un-
loading operations in the container sec-
tor reached 2,415,010 TEUs, which was
three percent more than the figure in the
first 11 months of the past year.

While Iran is combating the U.S. unilat-
eral sanctions on its economy, the coun-
try’s ports as the major gates of exports
and imports play a significant role in this
battle. This role makes all-out support
to ports and more development of them
serious and vital.

Such necessity has led the government
to define projects for more development
of the ports and also take some meas-

ures to encourage investment making in
ports, in addition to facilitating the load-
ing and unloading of goods, especially
basic commaodities, there.

It is worth mentioning that Iran’s Ports
and Maritime Organization has defined
a high number of projects to develop
and improve the country’s ports, as the
country aims to double the capacity of
its ports in five years.

According to the PMO, the capacity of
the country’s ports has increased from
180 million tons in the Iranian calendar
year 1392 (ended in March 2014) to 250
million tons in 1399 (ended in March
2021).

innovation and the economy cannot be managed
with the policies of the past decade,” he noted.
According to the official, banks are less willing to fi-
nance small and medium-sized enterprises (SMES),
so the stock market can replace them in this regard.
“Today, we need to revive people’s trust in the gov-
ernment, without this trust, we will not have a bal-
anced development. People should know that the
stock market is a safe and transparent platform for
investment,” Eshghi stressed.
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Iran’s Minister of Energy Ali-Akbar
Mehrabian and his Tajik counterpart
Daler Juma have reviewed joint pro-
jects between the two countries in a
video conference session.

During the virtual meeting, Mehra-
bian emphasized the follow-up of
the comprehensive document of
the Iran-Tajikistan joint cooperation
which was signed in the 16th Joint
Commission of the two countries
which was held in late December
2023.

He thanked the government of the
Republic of Tajikistan for holding
the 16th Iran-Tajikistan Joint Eco-
nomic, Trade and Scientific Com-
mission and the Iran-Made Expo in
the Tajik capital of Dushanbe.
Emphasizing the readiness of Ira-
nian companies to be active in the
projects of Tajikistan, Mehrabian
referred to the services of Iranian
companies in all fields, especially
in the field of large turbines and
technical sectors, noting that Irani-
an companies can help to speed up
projects in Tajikistan.

Talking about the Sangtuda 2 Hy-
droelectric Power Plant and the
construction of a solar power plant
in the Vorukh region were among

[raman, Tajik energy mimsters
discuss jomt projects

other topics at the virtual meeting
of the two sides.

Tajikistan’s capital Dushanbe host-
ed the 16th meeting of Iran-Tajik-
istan Joint Economic Committee on
December 26 and 27. 2023.
Mehrabian and Juma co-chaired
the two countries’ Joint Economic
Committee meeting.

The first specialized Made in Iran
exhibition, aimed at introducing the
capabilities of the Islamic Republic
of Iran in basic industries, was also
held on the sidelines of this meet-
ing.

Earlier in November 2023, Iran and
Tajikistan signed a joint statement
and 18 cooperation documents and
memorandums of understanding
(MOUs) to deepen bilateral strate-
gic relations.

The joint statement was signed be-
tween lranian President Ebrahim
Raisi and his Tajik counterpart Emo-
mali Rahmon in Tajikistan’s capital
Dushanbe.

The documents and MOUs were
inked by the Iranian and Tajik min-
isters in the presence of the two
presidents.

As reported, the documents and
MOUs pertained to a roadmap for
long-term bilateral trade and eco-
nomic cooperation till 2030, mutual
visa-free access, anti-drug traffick-
ing operations, transportation, cri-
sis management, and the establish-
ment of joint free economic zones,
as well as inter-city cooperation in
various fields.
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