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Iran’s nominal
power generation
capacity exceeds

92,000 MW

The nominal capacity of Iran’s
power plants has reached
92,055 megawatts  (MW),
according to the latest data
released by Iran Grid Manage-
ment Company (IGMC).
The IGMC data for the 10th
Iranian calendar month (ended
on January 20) indicate that
the country’s power generation
capacity has increased by 1.4
percent compared to the previ-
ous year, IRNA reported.

As reported, the capacity of the
country’s gas power plants,
which account for 25.3 percent
of the country’s total pow-
er generation capacity, also
increased by 3.1 percent to
23,330 MW in the current year.
The total capacity of renewable
power plants also increased by
20 percent compared to the
previous year, reaching 1,120
MW.

Most of Iran’s power gener-
ation capacity is supplied by
thermal power plants. Cur-
rently, combined cycle power
plants account for the biggest
share of the country’s total
power generation capacity fol-
lowed by gas power plants.
The total capacity of the coun-
try’s thermal power plants
stands at over 72,000 MW, ac-
cording to the Thermal Power
Plant Holding (TPPH).
Increasing the country’s power
generation capacity and pre-
venting blackouts during peak
consumption  periods have
been among the Iranian Energy
Ministry’s top priorities since
the current government admin-
istration took office in 2021.
In August 2021, Energy Min-
ister Ali-Akbar Mehrabian an-
nounced that his ministry was
planning to boost the country’s
power generation capacity by
35,000 MW over the next four
years.

The mentioned figure would be
achieved through the construc-
tion of thermal power plants
with 15,000 MW of capacity,
and renewable power plants
with a capacity of 10,000 MW
by the public and private sec-
tors, as well as the construc-
tion of new power plants with
10,000 megawatts capacity by
large industries.

According to Iran Water and
Power Resources Development
Company (IWPCO), the com-
pany is also constructing new
hydropower plants with a total
capacity of 4,000 MW across
the country.

The IWPCO Deputy Head
Mashallah Tabe’-Jamaat said
on Sunday that the company
is also conducting preliminary
studies for the construction of
1,200 MW of new hydropower
plants.

Over the past decade, constant
temperature rises and the sig-
nificant decrease in rainfalls
across Iran have put the coun-
try in a hard situation regarding
electricity supply during peak
consumption periods.

In this regard, the Energy Min-
istry has been following new
programs to meet the country’s
power demand during peak pe-
riods and to prevent outages.
Constructing new units in the
country’s power plants and
also building new power plants
for major industries are among
the mentioned programs that
are being pursued seriously by
the ministry in collaboration
with other related government
entities.

_www.esfahan-news.com

The head of the Housing Foun-
dation of Islamic Revolution
announced that 230,722 units
of the National Housing Move-
ment have been completed and
handed over to the applicants,
IRNA reported.

Gholamreza ~ Salehi  said
435,557 units of the National
Housing Movement are under
construction in cities and vil-
lages across the country.

The National Housing Move-
ment is one of the major pol-
icies of the 13th government

in the housing sector, and
according to this policy, the
construction of four million
residential units is planned for
four years.

Itis one of the projects through
which the government is trying
to help low-income individuals
in society become homeown-
ers.

Deputy Transport and Urban
Development  Minister Hadi
Abbasi-Asl has emphasized
the acceleration in implement-
ing the Housing Construction
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Over 230,00 National Housmg Movement u

Leap Law to achieve the goals
of the 13th government.

In late September 2023, Trans-
port and Urbana Development
Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash
announced the launching of
a program for allocating free
land (in the framework of the
National Housing Movement)
to young couples to help them
build houses.

The National Housing Move-
ment to construct four million
housing units in four years is
one of the major plans of the

mts delivered to applicants

current government in the
housing sector.

According to the plan, out of
these four million residential
units, 3.2 million units will
be constructed in cities and
800,000 units in villages.

After the National Housing Ac-
tion Plan (started in 2018), the
National Housing Movement
is the government’s second
major program to provide af-
fordable housing units for the
low-income classes.

The operation for the construc-
tion of 209,212 residential
units of the National Housing
Movement began in February
2022.

The ceremony to begin the
mentioned operation and also
to launch some development
projects in the housing sector
was attended by former Trans-
port and Urban Development
Minister Rostam Qasemi.
Also, in July 2022, the minister
inaugurated a project for the
construction of the first group
of affordable housing units for
laborers under the framework
of the National Housing Move-
ment.

On September 10, 2023, 1,278
units of the National Housing
Movement were handed over
to the applicants in a ceremony
attended by Aref Norouzi, the

acting director of the Head-
quarters for Executing the Or-
der of Imam Khomeini.

The mentioned units were
delivered to the applicants in
five provinces throughout the
country.

The Headquarters for Exe-
cuting the Order of Imam
Khomeini has signed a mem-
orandum of understanding
(MOU) with the Ministry of
Transport and Urban Devel-
opment to construct 100,000
units under the framework of
the National Housing Move-
ment.

According to Norouzi, the
headquarters also completed
and handed over 2,000 such
units back in April 2023.
Speaking at the opening
ceremony, the official said
construction of the National
Housing Movement units is un-
derway by the Headquarters for
Executing the Order of Imam
Khomeini in 27 provinces.
President Ebrahim Raisi has
stated that the National Hous-
ing Movement is the flagship
project of the 13th govern-
ment to meet the needs of the
people, and in addition to the
Transport and Urban Develop-
ment Ministry, all relevant or-
ganizations are also striving to
achieve it.

Jf’”f/@

Wednesday, February 28, 2024 - No: 1554

ISFAHAN NEWS

Iran-Russia Joint
Economic Commit-
tee meetings kick

off in Tehran

The  specialized  working
groups of the 17th Iran-Rus-
sia Joint Economic Committee
have started meeting in Tehran
to discuss areas of cooperation
before the main event which is
due to be held on Wednesday,
February 28.

During the first two days of the
17th meeting of the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee of Iran and
Russia, which is being held
from Monday to Wednesday
(February 26-28), expert meet-
ings will be held and the work-
ing groups will present numer-
ous cooperation documents
in various fields to Iranian Oil
Minister Javad Oji and Russia’s
Deputy Prime Minister Alexan-
der Novak, who are the heads
of the joint committee.

Iranian and Russian experts
from different economic sec-
tors will explore all avenues in
20 working groups to promote
bilateral cooperation and pre-
pare the ground for outlining a
comprehensive memorandum
of understanding (MOU) by
beating off the existing chal-

Iran calls for nuclear disarmament of Israel

Iran has sounded the alarm bell
over Israel’s possession of deadly
nuclear weapons, saying the re-
gime’s conduct shows its nuclear
arsenal poses a threat to not only
Palestinians but people across the
world.

“The international community must
take this threat seriously and make
a decisive decision to confront the
unprecedented threat posed by this
occupying, apartheid, and discrim-
inatory regime to global peace.
This occupying regime has become
so emboldened by the support of
the United States and some West-

ern countries that it shamelessly
threatens both the oppressed peo-
ple of Gaza and the countries of
the region with nuclear weapons,”
warned Iran’s Foreign Minister
while addressing a high-level dis-
armament conference at the United
Nations Office in Geneva, Switzer-
land.

The Israeli cabinet has suggested
the use of nuclear weapons against
Palestinians in Gaza multiple times
during the past months. That’s
while since October 7, the regime
has carpet-bombed the entirety of
Gaza, leveling at least 70% of the

strip’s infrastructure and buildings.
Its deadly military campaign has
also left behind a vast carnage of
over 30,000 Palestinian civilians,
with the rest of the population now
grappling with famine and disease.
“The world must acknowledge that
nuclear weapons in the hands of
such a regime constitute the most
serious and urgent threat to hu-
manity. It is necessary to disman-
tle all the nuclear arsenals of this
regime and subject all its nuclear
installations to the inspections and
mechanisms of the International
Atomic Energy Agency,” Hossein

Amir Abdollahian added.

The top Iranian diplomat also crit-
icized Washington’s untrammeled
support for the regime, saying the
U.S. has been scuppering regional
countries’ efforts aimed at making
West Asia a nuclear-weapon-free
zone.

Israel is estimated to have at least
90 nuclear warheads, with fissile
material stockpiles of over 200. The
International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA) has never inspected any
of the regime’s nuclear sites de-
spite repeated calls from countries
in West Asia.

205 idle units revived in Tehran industrial parks since fast March

The deputy managing director of
Tehran province’s Industrial Parks
Company announced that 205 idle
production units have been revived in
the industrial parks and zones of the
province during the current Iranian
calendar year (began on March 21,
2023).

Ali Khoda-Panahlou said, “From the
beginning, our mission was to set up
and complete the infrastructure, and
currently we are witnessing the oper-
ation of 18 industrial parks and zones
consisting of 6,000 units in Tehran
province, and contracts have been
concluded with more than 10,000 in-
dustrial units.”

In mid-January, the deputy head of
Iran Small Industries and Industrial
Parks Organization (ISIPO) said that
50 knowledge-based production units
have been established in the country’s
industrial parks and zones since the
beginning of the current Iranian cal-
endar year.

According to Tahmourth Lahouti, cur-
rently, 780 knowledge-based produc-
tion units are based in the industrial
parks and zones of the country and
420 units are also in various stages of
establishment.

“Also, 2,869 industrial units capable
of becoming knowledge-based have
been identified in the industrial parks
and zones of the country, of which
179 have been identified in the first
half of this year,” Lahouti said.

“So far, we have helped 1,123 industri-
al units to become knowledge-based,”
the official added.

In late January, ISIPO Head Farshad
Moghimi said the government has put
it on the agenda to help increase the
production capacity of 3,300 indus-
trial units across the country in the
next Iranian calendar year (begins on
March 20).

“Stabilizing and increasing the ca-
pacity of active production units with
the approach of helping production
growth and preventing stagnation is
on the agenda,” Moghimi stated.

He announced the reactivation and
increase of the capacity of 8,910 in-
dustrial units with the implementation
of support measures and added that
the implementation of the mentioned
support measures has created em-
ployment for 92,500 people in the
industry sector.

“The implementation of a monitoring
plan for reviving idle industrial units,

with a focus on small industries active
in industrial parks, has led to the reac-
tivation of 4,010 industrial units to the
production cycle since the beginning
of the 13th government and increased
the capacity of 4,900 industrial units,”
he said.

According to Moghimi, some 1,192
units have been revived since the be-
ginning of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21, 2023) which has cre-
ated employment for 23,262 people.
“When the current government ad-
ministration took office (in August
2021), 17 percent of the industrial
units located in the country’s Industri-
al parks and zones were inactive, and
now the figure has been reduced to 13
percent with the measures taken,” the
official added.

According to the Industry, Mining,
and Trade Ministry’s latest statistics,

more than 59,000 industrial units
are active in the industrial parks and
zones of the country, which have cre-
ated jobs for about 1.3 million people.
Over the past few years, many of the
production units across Iran have
been wrestling with financial issues as
well as the problem of supplying their
raw materials, so that, many have
been forced to shut down or decrease
their activities.

The Industry Ministry’s program for
revving such units has tried to identify
major problems and issues that the
production units are facing to bring
them back into the production cycle
by resolving such problems.

Back in November 2023, Industry,
Mining, and Trade Minister Abbas
Ali-Abadi inaugurated 20 industrial,
infrastructure, and development pro-
jects valued at 294.8 trillion rials (over
$58.9 million) in industrial parks and
zones across the country through vid-
eo conferencing.

The inauguration ceremony was also
attended by the acting head of Iran
Small Industries and Industrial Parks
Organization (ISIPQ) Farshad Moghi-
mi.

Put into operation in 11 different prov-
inces, the mentioned projects were
inaugurated on the occasion of the
national day of supporting Small and
Medium-sized Enterprises (SMESs).
The projects were carried out in the
provinces of Kermanshah, Markazi,
Zanjan, Yazd, Alborz, Lorestan, Sis-
tan-Baluchestan, Golestan, Isfahan,
Qazvin, and East Azarbaijan.

lenges.

The  mentioned  working
groups include oil and gas,
banking and finance, trans-
portation, information tech-
nology, trade and investment,
business groups, science and
education, energy, standards,
sports, customs, agriculture,
and industry.

Oji and Novak will sign the
cooperation document on the
last day of the commission.
Over the past two years Iran
and Russia, both facing U.S.
sanctions, have developed
cooperation in all areas to neu-
tralize the unjust sanctions.
The 16th meeting of the
Iran-Russia Joint Economic
Committee was held in Russia
during October 29-November
1, 2022.

The two countries signed four
documents for cooperation in
a variety of areas at the end of
the mentioned meeting.

The strategic document for
the development of bilateral
relations between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Rus-
sian Federation was signed by
0ji and Novak, who co-chaired
the meeting.

A loan MOU was also signed
between Iran’s Deputy Minis-
ter of Finance and Economic
Affairs Ali Fekri and Vladimir
llyichev, Russia’s deputy econ-
omy minister for the signaling
of the Incheh Borun-Garmsar
railway project.

Meanwhile, a bilateral mem-
orandum was also signed by
Mohammad-Hossein Niknam,
the director-general of inter-
national cooperation at Iran’s
Ministry of Health and Medical
Education, and Russia’s Dep-
uty Minister of Health Sergey
Glagolov for cooperation in
the field of health and medical
education.

Also, another MOU was signed
between an Iranian and a Rus-
sian holding for the implemen-
tation of EPC projects for prod-
uct transfer pipelines.
According to Kazem Jalali, the
ambassador of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in Moscow,
the export of Iranian products
to Russia reached more than
$2.0 hillion in 2023, which
shows a significant increase
compared to previous years.
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Iran’s port capac-
ity to increase hy
200m tons

The container capacity of
Iranian ports is going to in-
crease by 200 million tons
with the completion of two
new ports in the Makran
Coasts, namely Makran Port
and Persian Gulf Port, ac-
cording to the Iranian Trans-
port and Urban Development
Minister.

Reporting on the recent de-
velopments in the maritime
sector in line with the policies
for a maritime-based econo-
my, Mehrdad Bazrpash said:
“Upon operation of Makran
Port, which is currently under
construction, the container
capacity of Iran increases by
200 million tons.”

Only in one and a half years,
in Shahid Rajaei Port, the
unloading and loading ca-
pacity has increased by more
than 20 percent, and due to
simultaneous  investments
of the government in the
development of large and
small ports, the unloading
and loading capacity of Iran’s
ports are about 300 million
tons, Bazrpash informed.
During 11 months (from
March 2023 to January

Wednesday, February 28, 2024

TEDPIX drops
16,700 points

on Monday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
dropped 16,700 points (0.08 per-
cent) to 2,049,437 on Monday,
which is the third day of the Irani-

an calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

yome Ways
(0 Fix Orfy Hare

Source:
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Oily hair may feel unpleasant. If you're
bothered by the oil in your hair, some
remedies can help it feel less greasy
without stripping off your natural scalp
oil.

An overly greasy scalp can lead to un-
comfortable itching and seborrheic der-
matitis. It can even provide a feast for
the fungus that causes dandruff.

That said, you don’t want to strip off all
your oil. Your natural oils protect hair
and are vital for a healthy scalp and lus-
trous hair. Here’s how to cut the grease
without damaging your hair or irritating
your scalp.

1. Wash less often

This may seem counterintuitive. But if
you're already washing your hair once a
day and you’re still greasy by day’s end,

it might be worth playing with how fre-
quently you wash your hair.
Overwashing can strip your scalp of its
natural oils. This may cause it to produce
more oil to rehydrate.

If you tend to have dry skin or a dry,
itchy scalp in addition to oily hair, slowly
stretching how frequently you wash may
help balance out your scalp’s oil produc-
tion.

2. Shampoo properly

It doesn’t seem like rocket science, but
yes, you can wash your hair incorrectly
and end up with an oily scalp and dam-
aged hair.

To properly wash your hair, gently work
a small amount of shampoo into your
roots and scalp. Avoid using your nails
or creating unnecessary friction on the

strands. Aggressive scrubbing can irri-
tate your scalp and cause it to produce
more oils.

3. Condition carefully

Conditioner can make your hair look
greasy and cause oils to pile up faster.
Condition just the ends of your hair, and
be sure to thoroughly rinse.

4. Go natural

Straightening irons and blow dryers can
give you a smooth, sleek finish. But they
can also make your hair look greasy
faster.

Let your hair air-dry and embrace its nat-
ural texture.

5. Use products formulated for oily hair
A lot of thought and research has gone
into making hair care products live up
to their hype. If your shampoo isn’t cut-

- u Y
ting it, try a clarifying shampoo that has
stronger detergents. This can help lift oil
and leave your hair grease-free.

6. Clean your brush

A dirty brush has no place with freshly
washed hair. Your brush can be full of
styling products, oils, and general gunk
that can make your locks dirty immedi-
ately after washing.

Clean up your styling tools with a bit of
shampoo or gentle soap to strip off the
buildup. Likewise, clean out all of the
loose hair after each brushing to keep
your brush free of oil and dirt.

7. Deep clean with aloe

This home remedy doesn’t just come
in handy in the summer months. Aloe
makes for a great hair and scalp mask
since it removes extra oil, fights product

Y

buildup, soothes the scalp, and protects
strands. You'll be left with soft, healthy
hair.

8. Avoid products with silicone

Many products, including shampoos,
conditioners, creams, and styling prod-
ucts, are made with silicone to help
smooth hair and add shine.

In addition to adding extra gloss that can
look an awful lot like grease, silicones
can build up on the hair and make it look
dirty, oily, and weighed down.

9. Be gentle

Whether you're washing, brushing,
styling, or scratching your head, it’s im-
portant to be extra gentle. Irritating your
scalp can actually overstimulate it and
cause your oil glands to produce even
more oil.

Atohan economic delegation visits Iran’s Chababar [ree zone

2024), the sea trade in Iran
has grown by more than
nine percent, sea transit by
34 percent, and passenger
arrival from sea borders by
10 percent, the minister said.
According to the official, in
addition to developing and
increasing the capacity of

An economic and technical delegation from Afghanistan is
visiting the Chabahar Industrial Free Trade Zone to explore
trade and investment opportunities in the Iranian port.
Akbar Bavar, the public relations and international affairs
manager of the Chabahar Free Zone, told IRNA on Sunday
that several residential, commercial, and hotel projects will
be inaugurated during the visit.

The Afghan delegation, including officials from the minis-
tries of foreign affairs, industry and commerce, transport

Sunday along with Iran’s special envoy to Afghanistan Has-
san Kazemi Qomi.

Bavar said that the Afghan delegation will assess the ca-
pacities and facilities of the Chabahar Free Zone and port to
enhance transit and exports to Afghanistan.

Additionally, discussions with Iranian authorities will take
place regarding the implementation of agreements made
during the recent visit of Abdul Ghani Baradar, Afghani-
stan’s acting deputy prime minister for economic affairs,

large ports such as Shahid
Rajaei, Imam Khomeini, and
Shahid Beheshti, the Gov-
ernment is also investing in
small ports like Khamir, Sirik,
and Arvand Kenar.

The increase in capacity
of the maritime cargo and
passenger transportation is
the result of more than 500
trillion rials (about $1.0 bil-
lion) of the private sector’s
investments, along with the
government’s  investments,
Bazrpahs said.

Currently, only in the com-
pletion of the first phase
of Shahid Beheshti Port in
Chabahar, 81 ftrillion rials
(about $162 million) has
been invested by the private
sector, and there is a tender
for the implementation of the
second phase of this Port, he
added.

Bazarpash also informed
about the construction of
one-million-ton grain silos,
a 30 percent increase in
mechanized grain vacuums,
and also the construction of
40 vessels with a total in-
vestment of more than $120
million.

He further added that: “all
indicators in the marine trade
show a significant growth”.
The loading and unloading
of petroleum and non-pe-
troleum goods in the Spe-
cial Economic Zone of
Imam Khomeini Port in the
last 11 months exceeded
42,500,000 tons, which has
increased by three percent
compared to the same peri-
od in the last year, Bazrpash
added.

and civil aviation, and finance, arrived in the free zone on

to Iran.

[ran-Pakistan gas pipelne
project recommences after ten-vear delay

In a significant step towards enhancing
energy cooperation between Pakistan
and Iran, Islamabad has given the green
light for advancing much-delayed work
on the Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline within
its territory.

The approval comes as Pakistan has
scrambled to avoid a staggering 18-bil-
lion-dollar fine, with the government
authorizing the commencement of
long-awaited work on the initial 80-kilo-
meter phase within its borders, Shana
reported.

Analysts say the project will improve
Pakistan’s energy security and support
regional industries by providing stable
and enhanced gas supplies.

Iran has extended the project deadline
by 180 days until September 2024 to
avoid a legal dispute with Pakistan at

international tribunals.

The project, launched in 2013, had ini-
tially required Pakistan to finish the con-
struction of the pipeline on its territory
by the end of 2014.

However, the project faced prolonged
delays due to the potential challenges
it posed for Pakistan amid international
sanctions targeting Iran.

The delay has upset Iran, which has al-
ready invested $2.0 billion in the pipe-
line on its side of the border having
completed its section of the pipeline.
Pakistan had also expressed its commit-
ment to constructing an 800-kilometer
pipeline to the Iranian border by the end
of 2014.

However, Islamabad couldn’t fulfill its
end of the bargain amid U.S. pressure
and under threat of sanctions.

The IP pipeline will allow Pakistan to
start receiving 750 million cubic feet of
gas from Iran daily once the pipeline is
completed and commissioned. In Feb-
ruary 2019, Tehran notified Islamabad
of its intention to move forward with
arbitration court proceedings for not
constructing the pipeline in Pakistan’s
territory within the specified time frame
under the IP gas line project and invoked
the penalty clause of the Gas Sales Pur-
chase Agreement (GSPA).

In September 2019, Pakistan’s In-
ter-State Gas Systems (ISGS) and the
National Iranian Gas Company (NIGC)
signed a revised agreement for the pipe-
line’s construction, which stipulates that
neither Iran nor Pakistan will take the
other to court for delays or impose fines
until 2024.

The total volume of water stored be-
hind Iranian dams is currently esti-
mated at 22.41 billion cubic meters,
showing a 25 percent decline com-
pared to the previous year, Tasnim
News Agency reported.

Based on the latest data released
by the Energy Ministry, in the first
155 days of the current water year
(September 23, 2023) up to Febru-
ary 24, 10.43 billion cubic meters of
water entered the dam reservoirs of
the country, indicating a decrease of
15 percent compared to the same
period of the last water year when
the water inflow was 12.2 billion
cubic meters.

Iran’s total dam reservoirs currently
stand at 50.5 billion cubic meters,
according to the Energy Ministry
data, of which only 45 percent is
currently full.

Out of a total of 183 currently oper-
ational dams across Iran, 52 are re-
lated to the Caspian Sea catchment
area, 12 are based in the Urmia

Water level of Irans
major dam reservoirs declines 2%

basin, 68 dams are located in the
Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman
watersheds, 34 dams are in the
Central Plateau, 11 dams are in Sar-
akhs catchment basin, and another
six dams are located across the
eastern boundary basin (Hamoun).

A recent report by Nature Scientific
Journal on Iran’s water crisis indi-
cates that from 2002 to 2015, over
74 billion cubic meters have been
extracted from aquifers, which is
unprecedented and its revival takes
thousands of years along with ur-
gent action.

Three Iranian scientists studied 30
basins in the country and realized
that the rate of aquifer depletion
over a 14-year period has been
about 74 billion cubic meters,
which is recently published in Na-
ture Scientific Journal.

Also, over-harvesting in 77 percent
of Iran has led to more land subsid-
ence and soil salinity.
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