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As Iran braces for
election, politician
says future is in
hands of people

A prominent politician empha-
sizes the rationality of engaging
in elections for the country’s
well-being.

In an interview with Fars News
on Sunday, Ali Akbar Salehi
stressed the importance of ac-
tive participation in the impend-
ing parliamentary elections,
stating that it is not merely a
“recommendation but a ration-
al” decision.

Underscoring the crucial role of
unity in determining the coun-
try’s fate, he urged citizens to
join hands and actively take part
in the electoral process.

Salehi highlighted the risk of di-
vision, stating, “The Quran ad-
vises that when division occurs,
and we separate from each oth-
er, it creates a weakness that
can break us all.”

Emphasizing the power of col-
lective action, Salehi, who was
foreign minister from 2011
to 2013, noted that standing
together mitigates potential
differences, including political
disagreements.

Addressing concerns about
potential division, Salehi urged
the public to resist individual-
ism, emphasizing the strength
that comes from unity. He ar-
gued that boycotting elections
is counterproductive and urged
citizens to demonstrate both
internally and globally that they
are united in determining their
destiny.

Salehi acknowledged the coun-
try’s challenges, including eco-
nomic issues, but cautioned
against assuming perfection
elsewhere. Salehi encouraged
citizens to choose represent-
atives aligned with their pref-
erences and perceived as ef-
fective in addressing national
challenges.

The former chief of the Atomic
Energy Organization concluded
by urging collective action, em-
phasizing the role of elections
in preserving national sover-
eignty and asserting rights on
the international stage.
Iranians will go to the ballots
on March 1 to decide who they
want to occupy the seats of the
Parliament. The Iranian Par-
liament, known as the Islamic
Consultative Assembly or Ma-
jlis, plays a central role in the
governance structure, respon-
sible for passing laws, approv-
ing budgets, and overseeing
government policies. Almost
15,000 candidates have been
approved to compete in the
parliamentary elections that are
held every four years. In order
to secure a position as a law-
maker for a four-year term, a
victorious candidate is required
to obtain @ minimum of 20 per-
cent of the votes cast within
their respective constituency.
Concurrently with the elections
of the Islamic Consultative
Majlis, the Assembly of Ex-
perts election will also be held
on the same date, where 144
candidates are vying for 88
seats at the body, which elects
and oversees the activities of
the Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution and is in a position of
authority to either appoint or
dismiss the Leader.
Mohammadreza Shahcheraghi,
the deputy minister of interior
for political affairs and the head
of election headquarters, said
around 59,000 polling stations
will be opened on the day of
elections and nearly 800,000
people will be involved in the
process of conducting and
overseeing the elections.

Tehrﬂy strongly condemns U, Uk military strikes on Yemen

Nasser Kanaani, spokesman
for Iran’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, has delivered a strong
rebuke against the extensive
military attacks conducted by
the United States and the Unit-
ed Kingdom within Yemen’s
borders on Saturday.

Kanaani argued that these
“unilateral and dangerous”
actions have far-reaching im-
plications, surpassing interna-
tionally recognized norms and
constituting a blatant violation
of Yemen’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity.

He continued by asserting that
the United States and Britain,
once again, demonstrated
their unwavering support for
the full-scale war crimes and
genocide perpetrated by the
Zionist regime in the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank. “The
prioritization of the security
and questionable interests of
the occupying and criminal
Zionist regime over interna-
tional peace and security re-

flects a concerning disregard
for ethical and humanitarian
principles, as well as a blatant
neglect of international laws,
regulations, and the United Na-
tions Charter,” the spokesman
stated.

Shining a spotlight on the
motives behind these attacks,
Kanaani emphasized that the
United States and Britain ap-
pear to pursue an agenda
aimed at escalating tensions
and crises in the region. “Fur-
thermore, there is a clear intent
to broaden the scope of war
and instability, divert public at-
tention from the war crimes of
the Zionist regime, and create
an opportunity for the contin-
uation of these alleged geno-
cide-related war crimes.”
Kanaani underscored that rath-
er than taking effective and
immediate action to address
the root causes of insecurities
and instabilities, particularly
the aggressive actions of the
Zionist regime and the daily

atrocities against hundreds of
Palestinians, including women
and children, the United States
and Britain have opted for
military strikes on a country
attempting to apply pressure
on this regime to halt its lethal
actions.

The spokesman stressed that
these unilateral and aggres-
sive military operations will
undoubtedly contribute to in-
creased insecurity and insta-
bility in the region.

“The consequences of such
actions are anticipated to yield
no positive outcomes for the
invading countries, as they fur-
ther complicate an already in-
tricate geopolitical landscape.
The international community
is closely watching as tensions
escalate, emphasizing the ur-
gent need for diplomatic solu-
tions to restore stability and
peace in the region,” he noted.
The United States and Britain
in December announced a mil-
itary coalition to target Yemen

in support of Israel.

In a joint statement on Satur-
day, the United States and Brit-
ain said their military action hit
eight locations across Yemen.
The statement described the
strikes as “necessary and pro-
portionate”, hitting 18 targets
that featured “underground
weapons  storage facilities,
missile storage facilities, one-
way attack unmanned aerial
systems, air defense systems,
radars, and a helicopter”.

The operation marked the fourth
time that the United States and
Britain militaries have carried
out joint attacks against Yemen
since January 12.

Apart from the joint action, the
United States has also been
carrying out almost daily raids
on Yemeni targets, including
incoming missiles, rockets and
drones targeting commercial
and other navy vessels related
to Israel.

The attacks were supported
by Australia, Bahrain, Canada,
Denmark, the Netherlands and
New Zealand.

Brigadier General Yahya Saree,
the spokesman for the Yemeni
Armed Forces, pledged that the
country would “confront the
American-British  escalation
with more qualitative military
operations against all hostile
targets in the Red and Arab
Seas”.

The official reiterated that the
Yemeni forces will “persist in
upholding their religious, mor-
al and humanitarian duties to-
wards the Palestinian people,
and their military operations
will not stop unless the (Israe-
li) aggression stops and the
siege on the Palestinian people
in the Gaza Strip is lifted.”

The turmoil from Israel’s war
on Gaza has also spilled over

Tehran’s new ambassador to Bangkok starts diplomatic mission

to other parts of West Asia.
The United States and Britain
have been carrying out such
strikes on Yemen since Wash-
ington and its allies offered the
Tel Aviv regime unqualified
support and said Yemeni forc-
es bear the consequences of
attacks against Israeli-owned
ships or merchant vessels
heading to the occupied terri-
tories.

The maritime attacks have
forced some of the world’s
biggest shipping and oil com-
panies to suspend transit
through one of the world’s
most important maritime trade
routes.

Tankers are instead adding
thousands of miles to interna-
tional shipping routes by sail-
ing around the continent of Af-
rica rather than going through
the Suez Canal.

Israel unleashed a bombard-
ment campaign against Gaza
on October 7, after the Palestin-
ian resistance groups launched
Operation Al-Agsa Storm in re-
sponse to decades of violence
against Palestinians.

According to the figures an-
nounced by Palestinian health
authorities, so far 29,692 peo-
ple, largely women and chil-
dren, have been killed in the
besieged enclave. The United
Nations deems the figures
credible, though they are now
updated only infrequently as
war devastation has hampered
communications. The Israeli
war on Gaza has pushed 85%
of the territory’s population
into internal  displacement
amid acute shortages of food,
clean water and medicine,
while 60% of the enclave’s in-
frastructure has been damaged
or destroyed, according to the
UN.

In preparation for his diplomatic mission, Nassere-
din Heidari, the recently appointed ambassador of
Iran to Thailand, held a crucial meeting on Saturday

with Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the Iranian Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs.

Heidari presented a comprehensive report during
the meeting, outlining the scope of his mission and
detailing ambitious plans to foster development
and strengthen cooperation between Tehran and
Bangkok.

In the course of discussions, Foreign Minister Amir
Abdollahian underscored the significance of ex-
panding and deepening the longstanding relations
between Iran and Thailand, emphasizing Thailand’s
pivotal role in the Asia-Pacific region. Amir Abdol-
lahian specifically highlighted the imperative to
reinforce commercial and economic ties between
the two nations, urging increased engagement in
political, parliamentary, and economic spheres,

particularly with Thailand’s newly established gov-
ernment.

Heidari, a seasoned diplomat, brings a wealth of
experience in international political affairs within
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. His distinguished
background includes serving in key positions such
as the head of bilateral and multilateral diplomacy,
the head of the conventional arms control depart-
ment, and responsibilities related to space affairs.
Notably, Bangkok serves as the headquarters for
the United Nations Economic and Social Commis-
sion for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). The new-
ly-appointed ambassador of Iran to Thailand will
concurrently assume representation duties at this
esteemed international institution, further solidify-
ing Iran’s diplomatic presence in the region.

[ran ramps up pressure on Pakistan-hased terrorist roup with elimination of ringleader

Iran has stepped up security measures to curb ter-
rorist chatter southeast of the country, after attack-
ing the so-called Jaish Al-Adl terrorist group’s head-
quarters in unprecedented airstrikes early this year.
On Friday the Mehr news agency reported that ex-
peditionary Iranian forces had carried out a ground
operation that led to the liquidation of Jaish Al-Adl’s
ringleader Ismail Shah Bakhsh and a number of his
associates. It did not specify which unit of Iranian
armed forces conducted the offensive nor did it re-
veal what exact region was targeted.

While some Western-aligned Pakistani media out-
lets claimed that the terrorist’s death was the result
of an armed dispute between smugglers, the Tehran
Times’ further exchanges with Mehr confirmed the
veracity of the initial report.

Jaish Al-Adl was established in 2012 in Pakistan
by the remaining members of a dismantled ter-
rorist group active in the southeastern province of
Sistan-Balouchestan. The group called Jundallah
which was responsible for the death of over 150
civilians ended its activities after its leader Abdol-
malek Rigi was arrested and executed in June 2010.
The so-called Jaish Al-Adl has also been staging
terror attacks in Sistan-Balouchestan, so far killing
over 100 Iranian individuals. Its most recent attempt

to foment chaos in the border region was thwarted
by Iranian forces who carried out airstrikes on the
terror outfit’s headquarters inside Pakistan. It was
reported that the attack killed a substantial number
of terrorists and decimated its logistics and weap-
ons.

The attack on Pakistani soil was followed by what
seemed to be a retaliatory strike by Islamabad. Paki-
stan claimed it had targeted separatists inside Iran.
Tehran confirmed that no Iranian nationals had lost
their lives during the offensive.

The reciprocal airstrikes caused the traditionally
friendly ties between the two nations to fray with
Pakistan calling back its envoy and barring the Ira-
nian ambassador from returning to Islamabad until
further notice.

While the two neighbors managed to repair ties and
re-exchange envoys in a short period, Israeli and
Western media outlets seemed to be hoping for
gaps between the two Muslim countries to deepen.
On January 25 the Atlantic Council suggested that
while Iran and Pakistan had managed to move past
a short period of fractious ties, their strikes on each
other’s territories were likely to leave “lasting diplo-
matic damage”.

“The strikes last week will alter regional dynamics

with a long-term impact on bilateral ties between
Islamabad and Tehran. While the immediate crisis
will subside, an intensifying security dilemma will be
permanent for Pakistan,” wrote the Atlantic Council,
echoing the remarks of several other Western out-
lets and think tanks that were hoping for Iran-Paki-
stan relations to eventually nosedive.

It appears however that those predictions (or per-
haps whishes) failed to materialize as the latest
Iranian operation against the Jaish Al-Adl points
to a deeper security cooperation between Iran and
Pakistan.

“The exact nature and location of the operation is
not yet revealed. But what’s clear in my opinion is
that the elimination of Shah Bakhsh could not have
happened without thorough coordination between
Iran and Pakistan,” Nozar Shafie, a senior expert on
South Asia, told the Tehran Times.

“Despite Western expectations, the January attacks
have caused Iran and Pakistan to grow closer ties.
Both countries are now more determined to combat
terrorism and fully understand that rather than ri-
vals, they are regional partners. | think more will be
done in the future to secure the borders and territo-
ries of Iran and Pakistan with this new understand-
ing of the situation.”

Iran, Qatar labor
ministers hold
joint co-op com-
mittee meeting
in Doha

The sixth Joint Cooperation
Committee meeting of Iran’s
Ministry of Cooperatives,
Labor, and Social Welfare
and Qatar’s Ministry of La-
bor was held in Doha, Mehr
News Agency reported on
Saturday.

In the meeting, which was
attended by the Iranian Min-
ister of Cooperatives, Labor,
and Social Welfare Solat
Mortazavi and his Qatari
counterpart Ali bin Samikh
Al-Marri, the two sides dis-
cussed the development of
technical and professional
cooperation and exchanging
and empowering technical
trainers.

Facilitating the dispatch of
skilled Iranian labor and en-
gineers to Qatar, conducting
joint visits for Iranian and
Qatari labor inspectors to
exchange common experi-
ences, and forming a joint
committee to help align
the views and opinions of
both sides were among the
approvals of the mentioned
meeting.

The parties also empha-
sized the need to take the
necessary measures to
implement the provisions
of a previously signed co-
operation memorandum of
understanding ~ (MOU).

It was also decided for the
seventh round of the com-
mittee meeting to be held in
Tehran in mid-2024.

Back in June 2023, the
Iranian and Qatari labor
ministers urged increased
cooperation in the fields of
labor, employment, and skill
training courses between
the two countries in a meet-
ing in Geneva, Switzerland.
The meeting between Mor-
tazavi and Ali bin Samikh
Al-Marri came on the side-
lines of the 111th session of
the International Labor Con-
ference in Geneva on June
10, 2023.

Al-Marri was elected as the
rotating president of the
International Labor Confer-
ence during the mentioned
gathering.

During the meeting, the two
ministers discussed ways
to enhance cooperation be-
tween the Islamic Republic
of Iran and Qatar, especially
on labor issues.

Mortazavi said in the meet-
ing that the expansion of
relations with Qatar is of
strategic importance for
the Islamic Republic of
Iran, adding that the two
countries have adopted
some valuable measures to
cooperate in international
forums.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of expanding relations
with Iran, Al-Marri said that
his country would not forget
Iran’s support during the
time that Qatar was under
sanctions by some regional
countries.

The Qatari minister added
that he will pay a visit to
Tehran to discuss increased
cooperation between Iran
and Qatar on the issue of
labor.
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Iran-Azerbaijan
rail transit rises
28% in 11 months

The director general of Iran’s
North Railway Administration
said the transit of goods between
Iran and the Republic of Azerbai-
jan registered a 28 percent hike in
the first 11 months of the current
Iranian calendar year compared
to the same period last year.
According to Gholam-Hossein
Valadi, about 645,000 tons of
goods have been exchanged
between Iran and Azerbaijan in
this period. He put the volume of
goods exchanged between Iran
and Azerbaijan from March 21,
2022, to February 22, 2023, at
more than 501,000 tons.

He went on to say that more than
206,000 tons of products were
imported into the country via rail-
way during the 11 months of the
current year, showing a 58 per-
cent rise compared to the same
period last year, IRNA reported.
More than 167,000 tons of
goods were exported from As-
tara Rail Terminal between March
21,2023, and February 22, 2024,
he stated. Citrus fruits, various
kinds of fruits, cement, chemi-
cals, tiles, and major food prod-
ucts were among the main prod-
ucts exported from the country
into the Republic of Azerbaijan
via rail, he added. Back in De-
cember 2023, Azerbaijan’s
Deputy Prime Minister Shahin
Mustafayev said rail transpor-
tation between Iran and Azer-
baijan increased by 47 percent
in 2023. Mustafayev, who is the
head of the Iran-Azerbaijan Joint
Economic Committee, made the
remarks in a phone conversation
with Iran’s Transport and Urban
Development Minister Mehrdad
Bazrpash. According to Musta-
fayev, over 700,000 tons of
goods were transported between
the two countries by railway in
2023, which was a record high.
The official also noted that transit
between the two countries also
increased by 57 percent in the
past year. In this conversation,
the latest developments in the
relations between the two coun-
tries, especially in the economic
field, including transportation
and energy, were discussed and
opinions were exchanged.

Iran provides coun-
tries of region with
transit access to
open waters

Iran’s Deputy Transport Minister
Darioush Amani has said the
Islamic Republic provides the
countries of the region access to
open waters via its transit routes,
IRNA reported. Amani made the
remarks at the 86th session of
the United Nations (UN)'s In-
land Transport Committee (ITC)
which took place in Geneva, from
20 to 23 February 2024. The
theme of the conference was:
“Taking ambitious climate action
— Moving towards decarbonized
inland transport by 2050”. Deliv-
ering a speech at the committee
meeting, Amani emphasized the
diplomacy of international trans-
portation development and the
readiness to provide maximum
transit access of the countries of
the region to the open waters in
an interactive framework via all
kinds of passageways through
the territory of Iran. Referring
to the growth of road transport,
which should lead to initiatives
to reduce the negative effects of
transportation on the environ-
ment, the official added: “Road
transport services must maintain
competitiveness for society with
low-cost and quick-yielding solu-
tions.”

Tuesday, February 27, 2024

Inflation
rate falls

1.1%

The Statistical Center of Iran (SCI) has put
the average inflation rate in the twelve-
month period ended on January 20, which
marks the end of the 10th Iranian calendar
month Dey, at 42.5 percent, noting that it
fell by 1.1 percent from the previous year’s
same period. The center put the country’s
point-to-point inflation rate at 35.8 percent

in the 10th Iranian calendar month, which
means families have paid an average of
35.8 percent more for purchasing the same
package of commodities and services in
that month, compared to the same month
inthe preceding year. The point-to-point in-
flation rate declined 2.7 percent in the men-
tioned month from the previous month.

Some Creative Ways to
kat More Yegetahles

Source:

By:

Including vegetables in your meals is
extremely important. Veggies are rich
in nutrients and antioxidants, which
boost your health and help fight off
disease.

Additionally, they’re beneficial for
weight management due to their low
calorie content.

Health authorities around the world
recommend that adults consume sev-
eral servings of vegetables each day,
but this can be difficult for some peo-
ple.

Some find it inconvenient to eat vege-
tables, while others are simply unsure
how to prepare them in an appetizing
way.

We’ll cover some unique ways you can
incorporate vegetables into your eating
plan, so that you never get sick of eat-
ing them.

1. Make veggie-based soups

Soups are an excellent way to con-
sume multiple servings of vegetables
at once.

Adding even a small number of extra

veggies, such as broccoli, to soups is
a great way to increase your intake of
fiber, vitamins, and minerals.

2. Try zucchini lasagna

Another creative way to eat more veg-
gies is by making pasta-free zucchini
lasagna.

Traditional lasagna is a pasta-based
dish made by layering lasagna noo-
dles with sauce, cheese, and meat. It's
tasty, but it’s also typically very high in
carbs and doesn’t come with veggies
automatically.

A great way to prepare this delicious
dish so that it has a lower carb content
and more nutrients is to replace the la-
sagna noodles with strips of zucchini.

Zucchini is a rich source of B vitamins
and vitamin C, in addition to trace min-
erals and fiber (1Trusted Source).

3. Add veggies to sauces

Adding extra vegetables to your sauces
and dressings is a sneaky way to in-
crease your veggie intake, especially if
you have picky kids.

4. Make a cauliflower pizza crust

Cauliflower is extremely versatile. You
can rice it, roast it, stick it in a stew,
puree it for silky goodness, and make
it into a pizza crust.

Replacing a regular, flour-based piz-
za crust with a cauliflower crust is as
easy as combining finely chopped and
drained cauliflower with eggs, almond
flour, and some seasonings.

5. Blend into smoothies

Smoothies make for a refreshing
breakfast or snack.

Typically, they’re made by combining
fruit with ice, milk, or water in a blend-
er. However, you can also add veggies
to smoothies without compromising
the flavor.

6. Cook a veggie omelet

Omelets are an easy and versatile way
to add veggies into your meal plan.
Plus, eggs add lots of good nutrients,
too.

7. Swap to a veggie burger

Veggie burgers are an easy swap for
heavier meat burgers and can be
topped with even more vegetables.

Veggie burger patties can be made
by combining vegetables with eggs,
nuts or nut flours, and seasonings.
Sweet potatoes and black beans are
also commonly used to make veggie
burgers.

8. Add veggies to tuna salad

In general, tuna (or chicken or salmon)
salad is made by blending tuna with

Nl

mayonnaise, but any type of chopped
vegetable can be added to increase the
flavor and nutrient content.

Onions, carrots, cucumber, spinach,
and herbs are common additions.
This Mediterranean tuna salad has
cucumbers, grape tomatoes, olives,
red peppers, artichokes, shallots, and
parsley.

Following the significant temperature drop over the past
few days, the consumption of natural gas by Iranian do-
mestic and commercial sectors reached 532 million cubic
meters (mcm), an official with the National Iranian Gas

Company (NIGC) announced.

According to Head of NIGC Dispatching Department
Saeed Aghili, of the total 532 mcm, 341 mcm were con-
sumed in the domestic sector, 85 mcm in the non-ma-
jor industries sector, 27 mcm in the agricultural sec-
tor, 32 mcm in the transportation sector, and about

[ran’s otl production rise m
225 exceeded expectations; IMF

The International Monetary Fund in its
latest report on Iran’s microeconomic
indicators has said the increase in Iran’s
oil production in 2023 exceeded expec-
tations, IRNA reported.

The fund attributed the increase in its
estimate of Iran’s economic growth
in the mentioned year to the high-
er-than-expected increase in the coun-
try’s oil production.

According to the new estimates of this
international entity, Iran’s economic
growth in 2023 reached 5.4 percent,
registering a significant increase com-
pared to the previous year.

The International Monetary Fund had
previously estimated that lIran’s eco-

nomic growth would reach only 3.0 per-
cent in 2023.

In its latest quarterly report, known as
World Economic Outlook, the IMF said
Iran’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
was nearly 1.6 percent more than the
country’s economic growth in 2022.
The IMF has also reviewed its forecast of
Iran’s economic growth for 2024 from
2.5 percent in October to 3.8 percent.
The increase in Iran’s economic growth
happens at a time when global growth
has slowed to 3.1 percent. The aver-
age economic growth of the developed
economies has been reported at 1.6
percent in 2023 while the figure stood at
2.6 percent in 2022.

Developing countries have also had
an average growth of 4.1 percent in
2023, indicating that Iran’s economy
increased more than the average of its
equivalents.

The West Asian economies grew by an
average of 2.0 percent. In that region,
Saudi Arabia recorded -1.1 percent of
economic growth.

The economic growth of some other
countries in 2023 was as follows: USA
2.5 percent, Germany negative 0.3 per-
cent, France 0.8 percent, UK 0.5 percent,
China 5.2 percent, India 6.7 percent,
Russia 3.0 percent, Brazil 3.1 percent,
Turkey 4.0 percent, and Pakistan - 0.2
percent.

reported.

48 mcm in the commercial and public sectors, IRIB

Considering the continuation of the perspiration across
the country and the decrease in temperature, gas con-

sumption is expected to reach about 630 mcm in the

coming days, the official said.

The official further called on the people to manage their
consumption during the peak periods to help the national
Iranian Gas Company and IGTC to maintain gas supply
during the cold season.

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi is
going to take part in the 7th Gas
Exporting Countries Forum (GECF)
Summit of Heads of State and Gov-
ernments in Algiers, the capital of
Algeria, on March 2, said Iran’s
Deputy QOil Minister for Internation-
al Affairs and Trade Ahmad Asa-
dzadeh on Saturday.

Heading a high-ranking delegation,
Raisi will deliver a speech at the
summit to raise Iran’s stances on
strategies and policies of GECF for
safeguarding its member states’
interests, promoting their cooper-
ation on the natural gas industry’s
development and its role in provid-
ing energy security, and investing
more in the sector, Shana reported.
The summit will open up an op-
portunity for GECF member states
to hold constructive talks and ex-
change views about recent energy,
particularly natural gas, develop-
ments, and future perspectives, he
said.

According to Asadzadeh, a
High-Level Ad Hoc Working Group
meeting and an extraordinary min-
isterial meeting are also scheduled
to be held before the summit which
will be attended by GECF member
states’ oil and energy ministers,
including Iran’s Qil Minister Javad
0ji.

Asadzadeh pointed to important
side events, saying the headquar-
ters of GECF’s Gas Research Insti-
tute (GRI) will open during an offi-

President Rausi to attend 7th GECF
Summit n Aloeria

cial ceremony in Algeria, the latest
edition of the GECF Global Gas
Outlook will be unveiled, exempla-
ry individuals and institutions will
be awarded, and a ceremony for
signing memorandums of under-
standing (MoUs) with the African
Energy Commission (AFREC) and
the Economic Research Institute
for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA)
will be also held.

GRI has a scientific-technical com-
mittee comprising the GECF mem-
ber states’ representatives, which
started work before the institute’s
official inauguration, mentioned
the deputy, adding the committee
has so far studied 30 plans sub-
mitted by the member states and
picked five to implement.

Among the selected plans is one
of the five presented by Iran un-
der the title “Plan for Flare Gases
Management and Collection”, said
Asadzadeh, adding GRI has given
priority to the Iranian plan.

Given the great efforts and fol-
low-up made by the Department
for OPEC Affairs and Relations
with Energy Communities to pub-
licize Iran’s achievements amid
sanctions, the Research Institute
of Petroleum Industry (RIPI) has
been selected and will receive a
GECF award during the summit, he
announced.

Iran will host the 8th Gas Exporting
Countries Forum Summit of Heads
of State and Government in 2027.
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