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Iran slams
Israeli positions on
Palestinian statehood
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Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Nasser Kanaani condemned the
Zionist regime’s cabinet decision to
oppose the establishment of a Pales-
tinian state, calling it a blatant rejec-
tion of peace and previous accords.
In a post on X on Friday, Kanaani
added that “the recent positions and
decisions of the fake Zionist regime’s
cabinet and Knesset regarding the
opposition to the formation of an
independent Palestinian state once
again expose the ugly, warmonger,
and occupier nature of this regime.”
He stressed that the Zionist regime’s
policy opposes peace and previous
commitments made deceptively
by Zionist leaders over the last few
decades.

Kanaani went on to say that the
usurping entity seeks to deny the
Palestinians’ rights, including as
self-determination and the devel-
opment of an independent state in
historical ~ Palestine.

He also emphasized that the only
way to end the occupation issue is
for the Palestinian people to exercise
their right to build an independent
state with its capital in Al-Quds.
Iran, along with other freedom-lov-
ing countries, supports the Palestin-
ian people’s rights, which have been
denied for more than 70 years.
Kanaani concluded that recognizing
all Palestinians’ opinions through a
public vote is the best way to resolve
the conflict and restore peace and
security to the region.

In a letter to the UN secretary gen-
eral, Anténio Guterres, on Monday,
the foreign minister of Iran urged
him to intervene responsibly in the
efforts to end the Zionist regime’s
heinous crimes and acts of aggres-
sion against Palestinian people.
Reading a statement on behalf of the
NAM on Tuesday at the meeting of
the special committee of the Unit-
ed Nations Charter, Zahra Ershadi,
Iran’s Deputy Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN, emphasized
the urgent call for a humanitarian
ceasefire and support for the people
of Palestine.

The movement expresses Sserious
concern about the blatant genocide
warnings in Gaza by the UN special
rapporteurs and calls for commit-
ment by the international communi-
ty to prevent genocide in Gaza and

Loadmg, unloadig of non-otl goods m ports up 12% i 10 months on vear

The loading and unloading of
non-oil goods in the ports of
Iran increased by 12 percent in
the first ten months of the pres-
ent Iranian calendar year (March
21, 2023-January 20, 2024), as
compared to the same period
in the past year, the country’s
Ports and Maritime Organization
(PMO) announced.

As the PMO reported, over 102
million tons of non-oil products
were loaded and unloaded in the
ports during the ten-month pe-
riod.The PMO has also reported
that the loading and unloading
of goods in the ports of Iran in-
creased by eight percent in the
first ten months of the present
year, as compared to the same
period in the past year.

As the organization reported,
194,078,457 tons of commodi-
ties were loaded and unloaded in
the ports during the ten-month
period.During the mentioned
period, loading and unloading
operations in the container sec-
tor also rose six percent year on
year.

Based on the data previously re-
leased by the Transport and Ur-
ban Development Ministry, the
loading and unloading of goods
in the ports of Iran rose 17 per-
cent during the previous Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on
March 20, 2023), as compared
to the preceding year.

The ministry’s data show that
the loading and unloading of
goods in the country’s ports

reached 152.91 million tons
in the previous Iranian calen-
dar year, while the figure stood
at 130.69 million tons in the
preceding year.

During the mentioned year,
loading and unloading oper-
ations in the container sector
reached 2.1 million TEUs with
a weight of 24.57 million tons,
which was 13.5 percent more
than the 1.85 million TEUs in
the Iranian calendar year 1399,
the report said.

The loading and unloading of
goods during the previous year
also grew by 12.8 percent in
the dry bulk sector, while in the
liquid bulk sector, the figure in-
creased by 12.6 percent, in the
general cargo sector rose by

f‘b:’u

13.1 percent, and in the oil sec-
tor grew by 22.5 percent.

While Iran is combating the
U.S. unilateral sanctions on its
economy, the country’s ports as
the major gates of exports and
imports play a significant role in
this battle. This role makes all-
out support to ports and more
development of them serious
and vital.

Such necessity has led the gov-
ernment to define projects for
more development of the ports
and also take some measures to
encourage investment making
in ports, in addition to facilitat-
ing the loading and unloading
of goods, especially basic com-
modities, there.

[tis worth mentioning that Iran’s
Ports and Maritime Organization
has defined a high number of
projects to develop and improve
the country’s ports, as the coun-
try aims to double the capacity
of its ports in five years.
According to the PMO, the ca-
pacity of the country’s ports
has increased from 180 million
tons in the Iranian calendar year
1392 (ended in March 2014) to
250 million tons in 1399 (ended
in March 2021).

In mid-January, PMO launched
a single window system for fa-
cilitating the processes and pro-
cedures related to the maritime
industry.

According to PMO Head Ali-Ak-
bar Safaei, the mentioned
system has been launched
to ensure the secure and fast
provision of electronic servic-

ll'ﬂll  Hungary mk Uomprehenswe 00-0p MOU in Jotnt Economic Committee meeting

cooperation documents and memo-
randums of understanding provides
a good opportunity for businessmen
and the private sectors of the two
countries to expand ties.

“Our duty is to support private sector
companies. We expect that the author-
ities of the two countries will provide
the basis for strengthening the rela-
tions between the private sectors of

the transfer of goods between the two
countries.”

TPO fully supports Iranian and foreign
companies’ co-0p

Elsewhere in the event, Anmad Firouzi,
director of the European and American
office of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organ-
ization (TPO), said that there are vari-
ous mechanisms in the TPO to help the
development of foreign trade, most of

es to people, customers, and
business operators active in the
maritime industry.

“Providing electronic  servic-
es to people, customers, and
business owners, as well as en-
suring the continuation of port
and maritime businesses using
the capabilities of the country’s
expert workforce, is considered
one of the priorities of the Ports
and Maritime Organization in
the field of information and
communication  technology,”
Safaei said.

On January 10, the official said
that projects worth 1.5 quadril-
lion rials (about $3.0 billion) are
underway to develop the coun-
try’s maritime transportation.
Speaking at a maritime confer-
ence in the northern city of Nos-
hahr, Safaei said: “The comple-
tion of these projects will create
very good employment in the
country and will cause econom-
ic prosperity.”

Mentioning the country’s mar-
itime-oriented development
roadmap suggested by the
Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion, he said the government
will make every effort to realize
the comprehensive roadmap of
maritime-oriented development
as a turning point in the coun-
try’s history.

He noted that the government
is consulting with the private
sector to make the best use of
their capacities to further the
mentioned plan and achieve the
goals set for maritime develop-
ment.

Iran gears up for
elections

Iran is scheduled to hold the
sixth term of elections for the
Assembly of Experts and the
12th term of elections for the
parliament on March 1.

Earlier in February, the Con-
stitutional Council approved
14,200 candidates for the
March 1 parliamentary elec-

tion.
The Constitutional Council’s
spokesperson, Hadi Tahan

Nazif, stated that a compre-
hensive evaluation process
resulted in the qualification of
a total of 14,200 candidates
for parliament, with the final
week focusing on scrutinizing
appeal files.

He also stated that the number
of candidates for the Assembly
of Experts election increased
to 144 people.

Tahan Nazif emphasized that
the names of these qualified
candidates were promptly
communicated to the Interior
Minister, and the Constitution-
al Council concluded its evalu-
ation on February 8.

In addition to the parliamen-
tary candidates, Tahan Nazif
addressed the ongoing evalu-
ation of Assembly of Experts
candidates, indicating that
their appeals were assessed
on February 7.

He assured that any changes
in the results would be com-
municated to the candidates
promptly. The Constitutional
Council remains dedicated
to ensuring a thorough and
transparent process ahead of
the upcoming elections.
Mohammadreza ~ Shahcher-
aghi, deputy minister of inte-
rior for political affairs and the
head of election headquarters,
said around 59,000 polling
stations will be opened on the
day of elections and nearly
800,000 people will be in-
volved in holding the elections.

which are available to Iranian and for-
eign private sector companies.
“Dispatching and deploying Iranian
business advisors in other countries
is one of our priorities. The number of
our commercial attaches in the 13th
government has increased many times
before. In the coming months, with the
cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Iran’s commercial attaché will
also be settled in Budapest,” he said.
He suggested that the face-to-face
and online meetings of the specialized
committees of the two countries’ Joint
Economic Committee should continue
to achieve the set goals, and said: “We
ask the ICCIMA to monitor the results
of today’s business meetings between
Iran and Hungary so that if there is a
challenge, bring it to the notice of the
Trade Promotion Organization. These
obstacles will be resolved as soon as
possible.”

Iran and Hungary by examining and
resolving the existing problems and
challenges,” Khandouzi said.

“It is with the participation of the pri-
vate sector that we can achieve the de-
sired goals of the governments of Iran
and Hungary regarding commercial
interactions,” he added.

Hungary to issue over 5,000 transpor-
tation permits for [ranian companies
Szijjarto for his part emphasized the
determination of the two countries to
develop the level of bilateral trade co-
operation, and said: “Although inter-
national sanctions limit cooperation,
we should try to be more effective in
the fields that are not limited by the
sanctions.”Stating that Hungary is
willing to cooperate more with Iran
in the field of agriculture and food in-
dustry, he added: “Hungary will issue
5,300 transportation licenses to Irani-
an companies every year to facilitate

take all necessary actions to end the
ruthless massacre.

NAM categorically denounced the
Israeli regime’s continued brutal mil-
itary operation against the defense-
less Palestinians, especially in the
Gaza Strip, she noted.

Ershadi continued by saying that
NAM welcomes the request present-
ed on December 29, 2023, by South
Africa, a member country, to file a
lawsuit against the Israeli regime
at the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) for violations of obligations un-
der the Convention on the Preven-
tion and Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide regarding Palestinians
in Gaza.

It also demands that Israel should
put into effect a temporary agree-
ment issued by the ICJ.

Ershadi also averred that NAM
emphasizes the importance of the
General Assembly’s request dated
December 30, 2022, for an adviso-
ry opinion from the I1CJ on the legal
consequences and obligations aris-
ing from continuing such illegal pol-
icies and actions, prolonging Israel’s
occupation, depriving Palestinians
of their rights to determine their fate,
and discriminatory actions against
them.

Last year, she called on the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) to bring
punishments on those responsible
for the horrible crimes committed
in Gaza.

“The Court is expected not to let the
perpetrators of these heinous crimes
go unpunished. A whole nation that
has been subject to oppressive oc-
cupation for more than 75 years is
on the verge of genocide and exter-
mination,” she added.

On February 17, Iranian Interi-
or Minister Ahmad Vahidi an-
nounced that 103 parties and
20 electoral coalitions declared
their readiness for the forth-
coming late winter election.
Minister Vahidi further re-
vealed that several other coa-
litions are also gearing up for
participation.

Vahidi commended the qualifi-
cation of an impressive 15,000
candidates or the parliamenta-
ry election. He highlighted the
diverse backgrounds of the
candidates, noting that among
them are 1,100 professors,
250 doctors, 1,700 teachers,
400 judges, and 1,700 wom-
en, showcasing the breadth of
expertise and representation
within the pool of qualified
candidates.

On February 21, the Interior
Ministry made a significant
announcement regarding the
upcoming parliamentary elec-
tions: as of early February 22,
candidates are officially al-
lowed to kick off their electoral
campaigns.

This electoral process is slated
to run until 8 am February 29.
Earlier on February 20, the
Interior Ministry had unveiled
the comprehensive list of polit-
ical entities participating in the
March 1 election.

The list comprises a total of 74
national parties, 31 provincial
parties, and 21 political allianc-
es, reflecting the diverse land-
scape of political representa-
tion.

oM gl 361 "é\ Sl Same

The fourth meeting of the Iran-Hun-
gary Joint Economic Committee was
held in Tehran on Thursday at the end
of which the two sides signed a com-
prehensive cooperation memorandum
of understanding (MOU).

Co-chaired by Iran’s Finance and Eco-
nomic Affairs Minister Ehsan Khan-
douzi and Hungarian Foreign Minister
Peter Szijarto, the committee meeting
was attended by senior officials and
economic operators from both sides.
The two sides also inked four other
MOUs to expand economic coopera-
tion in various areas, the portal of Iran

Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) re-
ported.

Expanding banking ties a must for de-
veloping Iran-Hungary relations
Speaking at the meeting, Khandouzi
said expansion of banking and in-
surance relations as settlement tools
of two countries is necessary for
developing the level of commercial
relations.“We ask the Hungarian gov-
ernment to help the private sector op-
erators of the two countries have more
support in this regard,” he said.

The official noted that the signing of

Non-oil trade with neighbors exceeds $35b in 1l months

The value of Iran’s non-oil trade with its neighbors  spectively; and imports from neighboring countries
increased by 2.5 percent in the first 11 months  increased by 11 percent and 15 percent respectively
of the current Iranian calendar year (March 21, interms of weight and value, according to Rezvan-
2023-February 19, 2024) to reach $55.275 billion, ifar.

the head of the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs  He named Iraq, the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Administration (IRICA) said. Turkey, Pakistan, and Afghanistan as the top im-
Mohammad Rezvanifar put the weight of non-oil  porters of Iranian goods among the neighboring
trade with the neighboring countries at 88.54 mil-  countries, and the UAE, Turkey, Russia, Oman, and
lion tons in the said period, IRNA reported. Pakistan as the main sources of imports in the said
During the mentioned 11 months, Iran exported 11 months.

67.108 million tons of goods worth $25.844 billion  As previously announced by Rezvanifar, Iran ex-
to its neighbors, while importing 21.432 million  ported 113 million tons of non-oil goods valued at
tons of commodities valued at $29.431 billion. $40.5 billion during the first 10 months of the cur-
Iran’s exports to neighboring countries in the first  rent Iranian calendar year.

11 months of this year compared to the same pe-  The official said that the 10-month non-oil export
riod last year decreased by three percent in terms indicates a nine percent growth in weight, but an 11
of weight and nine percent in terms of value, re-  percent fall in value, year on year.

He further announced that Iran imported 32.7 mil-
lion tons of goods worth $54.8 billion in the first
10 months of the present year, which indicates an
11.6 percent rise in value and six percent growth
in weight.

According to the official, China, Iraq, UAE, Turkey,
and India were the major export destinations of Ira-
nian goods in the said period, and the UAE, China,
Turkey, Germany, and India were the main sources
of import.

Gold, car parts and accessories, and smartphones
were the main imported items during this period,
he said.

In the first 10 months of this year, 14.2 million tons
of goods were also transited through Iran, which
was 29 percent more compared to the same period
last year, Rezvanifar said.
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Pakistani citizens
await President
Raisi’s visit: Jilani

During a phone call with his Ira-
nian counterpart, Pakistani For-
eign Minister Jalil Abbas Jilani
said Pakistani populace is wait-
ing for President Raisi’s visit.
Iran, Pakistan FMs discuss bi-
lateral relations

During a phone call on Friday
with his Pakistani counterpart,
Amir Abdollahian conveyed his
satisfaction with the successful
holding of Pakistan’s elections.
He expressed hope for a swift
introduction of the new prime
minister and cabinet, urging
them to commence their official
duties promptly following the
formation of the parliament.
Amir Abdollahian further ad-
dressed the issues agreed
upon during his recent visit
to Islamabad, underlining the
crucial need for ongoing com-
munication between relevant
institutions in both countries to
ensure the implementation of
these agreements.

In response, Pakistani Foreign
Minister Jalil Abbas Jilani ex-
tended his well wishes for Iran’s
upcoming March 1 election.
He emphasized Iran’s significant
position in Pakistan’s foreign
policy, highlighting the antic-
ipation among the Pakistani
populace for President Raisi’s
forthcoming visit to Pakistan.
Iran, Hungary FMs discuss
bilateral ties Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir Abdolla-
hian and Hungarian Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Trade Peter
Siarto engaged in discussions
aimed at strengthening bilateral
ties on Thursday.

The meeting, held in Tehran,
covered a range of topics in-
cluding politics, economy, sci-
ence, culture, and significant re-
gional and international issues.
Amir Abdollahian highlighted
the joint economic commission
and business conference held
earlier on Thursday, empha-
sizing the growing relationship
between Tehran and Budapest.
He expressed satisfaction with
the timely convening of the
economic commission and the
agreements reached, stressing
the importance of follow-up
actions by relevant authorities.
Amir Abdollahian underscored
the Palestinians’ right to resist
the occupation and condemned
the crimes committed against
them by the Zionist regime.
He urged all nations and inter-
national organizations to take
responsibility for halting the
regime’s atrocities, referring to
rulings by the Hague Interna-
tional Court.

Siarto expressed gratitude for
the hospitality extended by his
Iranian counterpart and com-
mended the successful nego-
tiations of the economic com-
mission.

He noted that relations between
the two nations were progress-
ing within a framework of mutu-
al respect.

The Hungarian diplomat ex-
pressed readiness to enhance
political, economic, commer-
cial, and parliamentary coopera-
tion between the two countries.
He highlighted successful ed-
ucational collaborations and
stressed the importance of pro-
moting scientific and academic
exchange.

Siarto characterized the ex-
change of views with his Irani-
an counterpart on diplomatic
solutions to prevent regional
crises as positive and empha-
sized the need for responsible
international action to prevent
the escalation of conflicts in the
region.

/ The First \

As announced by the Islamic Re-

over 22_8m tons public of Iran Customs Adminis-
. tration (IRICA), 22.881 million
Of baSIc goods tons of basic commodities worth
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months

imported in 11

$17.826 billion were imported to
the country during the first 11
months of the current Iranian cal-
endar year (March 21, 2023-Feb-

ruary 19, 2024).

As reported, the 11-month im-
port of the basic goods rose 1.3
percent in terms of weight, and
fell five percent in terms of val-
ue, as compared to the same
period of time in the previous
year.

Spring is a time of renewal: birds chirp-
ing, flowers blooming, and your skin
emerging from a cocoon of intensive
winter moisturizer and chapstick. After
months of alternating between hot, dry
indoor air and the harsh cold outside,
your skin is definitely ready for a shift
in seasonal skin care.

Use our eight steps to radiant spring-
time skin to wake your skin up from
its winter hibernation, and get your
healthy glow on.

1. Exfoliate Your Skin

The first step on the path to glowing
skin starts with exfoliating away the lin-
gering layer of winter. Even though skin
cells constantly regenerate, your heavy
winter duds might have been keeping
dead skin from effectively sloughing
off. The best way to exfoliate skin is
to run a hot bath, and give yourself a
full-body exfoliation using a strong
but gentle scrub, like NEUTROGENA®
Body Clear® Body Scrub. Scrub all
over, especially those spots that are
prone to rough patches — knees, el-
bows, feet, hands and back.
Remember that most body scrubs are
too rough to use on your face. Turn
to a face-specific product to exfoliate
your more delicate skin, like AVEENO®
POSITIVELY RADIANT® Skin Bright-
ening Daily Scrub. Always follow with
moisturizer to nourish your fresh skin!

2. Hydrate Yourself

Does it seem like drinking more water
is at the root of every diet, workout and
skin care routine? That’s because it re-
ally does wonders for your body! Your
organs need hydration to function, and

Source:
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your skin is your body’s largest organ.
The more water you drink, the easier it
will be to keep your skin from getting
dry and flakey.

3. Wear Sunscreen, Even on Cloudy
Days

Sunscreen isn’t just for those days at
the beach. Even overcast days can still
send harmful UV rays down to attack

your skin. Defend it! Wear sunscreen,
even on cloudy days, to protect your
skin from sun damage. Look for a light-
weight product that won’t clog pores,
like Neutrogena® Ultra Sheer® Liquid
Sunscreen Broad Spectrum SPF 70.

4. Eat Fresh Fruits and Veggies
Speaking of hydration, a great way
to get more water into your day is by

snacking on fresh fruit and veggies.
Fresh fruits and veggies can be a deli-
cious snack, and ones that are packed
with the water your system needs
— plus vitamins and nutrients. Water
also helps your skin retain its elasticity,
which means it can help fight signs of
aging. Great foods for healthy skin in-
clude lettuce, broccoli, grapefruit, car-
rots, apples, and watermelon. Studies

have found that citrus fruits are espe-
cially helpful for skin health.

5. Use a Lighter Moisturizer

While winter had you slathering thick,
heavy moisturizer from head to toe,
the same products can start to leave a
greasy layer on your skin as the days
grow warmer. As part of your spring
skin care routine, choose a lighter
moisturizer to keep your skin healthy
and hydrated without weighing it down

6. Work Out

Getting to the gym or doing a home
workout can feel like the last thing you
want to squeeze into your busy day.
The bottom line is this: exercise in-
creases blood flow, which helps main-
tain healthy skin cells. Happy skin cells
= happy skin! You don’t even have to
hit the gym. If it’s nice outside, do 30
minutes of yoga on your lawn. Or, take
advantage of the fresh spring weather
and take a brisk walk in the warmer
nighttime air with your kids or your
dog.

7. Clean Your Makeup Brushes

While you're spring cleaning your cup-
boards and closets, don’t forget to pay
attention to your cosmetic products.
Makeup brushes and sponges can
build up a seriously yucky amount of
hard-to-see grime and bacteria, and
each use applies germs onto your face.
Gently wash your brushes with a natu-
ral cleanser, then lay them flat to dry for
24 hours. JOHNSON’S® baby sham-
poo is our secret weapon, because it
cleanses gently and is free of parabens,
phthalates, sulfates and dyes.

The head of Iran’s National Petrochemical Company (NPC) stated
that with the implementation of the Persian Gulf Star Oil Company
(PGSOC)’s ammonia plant, 450,000 tons will be added to the coun-

try’s ammonia production capacity.

According to Morteza Shahmirzaei, the necessary permits have
been issued for the establishment of the mentioned plant whose
implementation is going to also prevent the wastage of more than
95,000 tons of hydrogen, IRNA reported.

“The total gas consumption of petrochemical complexes is less than

-
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Iranian Finance and Economic Affairs
Minister Ehsan Khandouzi said that Iran
joining BRICS and Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organization (SCO) is hoped to
bring noticeable achievements for the
country in terms of attracting foreign
investment.

The minister made the remarks answer-
ing the Tehran Times on the sidelines of
the 24th edition of Iran Media Expo in
Tehran on Wednesday.

“In terms of attracting foreign invest-
ments, which is affected by Iran’s join-
ing the SCO and BRICS agreements,
the legal preparations for joining these
two agreements are underway, so, we
are very hopeful that in 1403 [the next
Iranian calendar year, which begins on
March 20] we will witness much higher
practical achievements than the current
situation”, the official noted.

Iran officially became a member of the
BRICS economic organization in Janu-
ary, as it seeks to overcome the impact
of the U.S. sanctions.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman,

\
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Nasser Kanaani, announced the news
as an important achievement for Teh-
ran. The BRICS group, comprised
of Brazil, Russia, India, China, and
South Africa, established in 2009, has
emerged as a significant force shaping
global economic discussions.

Iran, alongside Argentina, Egypt, Ethi-
opia, the UAE, and Saudi Arabia, has
received an invitation to join this influ-
ential bloc.

Iran has also become a member of
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO).

The Islamic Republic became the SCO’s
ninth member on July 4, 2023 when
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi partic-
ipated in a virtual SCO summit hosted
by India. It was an upgrade from the
observer status that Iran had held with
the group since 2005. Along with India,
the other SCO members are China, Rus-
sia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan and Pakistan.

joining SCO and BRICS is a fruitful step
for Iran that has sought to reduce its re-

eight percent of the country’s total gas consumption, and this gas
should be converted into added value and final products should be
produced to reduce crude sales and complete the value chain,” the
official said. Iran’s petrochemical industry accounts for 28 percent
of the region’s petrochemical capacity and 2.7 percent of the world’s
petrochemical capacity, the NPC has previously head announced.

Stating that Iran’s petrochemical industry exported more than 16
billion dollars of petrochemical products to the world markets last
year, he added that the products supplied to the world markets are

[ran joming
3U0, BRICS to
bring achieve-
ments in for-
elon mvestment

attraction

liance on the dollar in response to the
sanctions.

‘Government determined to continue
inflation control policies’
The finance minister also replied to the
Tehran Times’ question, about the gov-
ernment’s plans for the control of infla-
tion rate in the country and boosting the
people’s purchasing power, as follows.
“The government is determined to con-
tinue the inflation control policies that
it had started before, both in terms of
banking, monetary and liquidity indis-
cipline, and also in the discipline of
finance and the government budget”,
Khandouzi stressed.

“All the estimates made by reliable in-
ternational institutions in relation to
Iran’s inflation forecast in 2024, as
well as the estimates of the country’s
domestic institutions, indicate that in-
flation will continue to decrease, the
official underlined and said, “We hope
that in reality we will see the same good
news for the people and the producers
of the country.”

plete the value chain.

in excess of the domestic demand, because the priority of the pet-
rochemical industry is to meet the domestic needs in order to com-

He pointed to the development of energy diplomacy in the 13th
government and said the activity program in offshore petrochemi-
cal industries is being followed seriously and good successes have
been achieved in this regard. With the expansion of relations with
neighboring and aligned countries, other countries have demanded
the supply of catalysts, equipment and machinery from Iran.

The Washington Times on Monday
published an article that took every-
one by surprise, alleging that Teh-
ran “may already have five nuclear
bombs and may have as many as a
dozen by May.” The article purport-
edly stated that “certain intelligence
estimates, as early as this past Oc-
tober, asserted that Iran could have
enough enriched weapons-grade
uranium for one bomb within a week
and enough for five nuclear bombs
within six weeks. It has been more
than three months since those es-
timates were made.” Interestingly,
it tried to raise a question about the
availability of only “one” bomb and
why Tehran avoided such a bomb-
shell from being publicized. In its
response, the writer tried to steal
the limelight by showing fictitiously
that Tehran has gone to great lengths
to build several ones and at diverse
locations. What about the reasons?
The writer suggested that if there is
one bomb, it is easy for the U.S. and
Israel to expend considerable effort
to find and destroy it — but more

New nuclear charade
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bombs in more locations makes this
effort increasingly complex, if not al-
most impossible.

Over the last decades, western offi-
cials and those from the Israeli re-
gime tried to boast about the possi-
bility of Iran building nukes.

The Biden administration has
launched such saber-rattling rhetoric
to highlight the manufactured threat
of Iran’s nuclear program.

Barack Obama and Donald Trump
made similar boasts when they were
in office, claiming they did all their
best to hinder Iran from making
bombs. Worst of all, the Israeli re-
gime took a step further to announce
that it would attack Iran if convicted
that it has made bombs!

When it comes to Iran, all western
standards are gone. They would let
such a regime attack another country
on certain unfounded allegations.
Iran has kept its word not to build the
bomb. It is the West that should be
blamed for reneging on its promises
in the Joint Comprehended Plan of
Action (JCPOA).
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