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Commodities worth
$730m traded at
IME in a week

During the past Iranian calendar
week (ended on Friday), Iran
Mercantile Exchange (IME) wit-
nessed trade of 3,180,635 tons of
commodities with a total trading
value of more than $731 million
on its physical market.

As reported by the IME’s Public
Relations and International Af-
fairs Department, the exchange
saw on its metals and minerals
trading floor trade of 2,708,160
tons of commodities valued at
nearly $506 million.

On this floor the IME sold
1,210,277 tons of cement,
745,000 tons of iron ore, 392,000
tons of sponge iron, 344,103
tons of steel, 8,660 tons of cop-
per, 7,880 tons of aluminum and
250 tons of molybdenum con-
centrate.

Moreover, the IME witnessed on
both domestic and export rings of
its oil and petrochemical trading
floor 469,613 tons of commod-
ities worth more than $219 mil-
lion.

Commodities traded on this floor
included 167,000 tons of vacuum
bottom, 101,918 tons of poly-
meric products, 100,342 tons of
bitumen, 53,000 tons of lube cut,
33,608 tons of chemicals, 9,150
tons of sulfur, 4,133 tons of oil,
260 tons of feedstocks and 100
tons of waterproofing materials.
The IME also traded within the
same week 2,861 tons of goods
on its side market.

As previously reported, IME wit-
nessed trade of 13,986,385 tons
of commodities, 29 vehicles and
four apartment units with a total
trading value of nearly $3 billion
on its physical market, during
the past Iranian calendar month
(ended on January 20), logging
growths of 16.7 percent in vol-
ume and seven percent in value
of trades compared with the
month before that.

The exchange saw on its metals
and minerals trading floor, trade
of 11,144,000 tons of commod-
ities and 29 vehicles valued at
almost $2 hillion.

On this floor the IME sold
4,900,284 tons of cement,
4,249,500 tons of iron ore,
1,725,807 tons of steel, 520,500
tons of sponge iron, 69,725 tons
of zinc, 36,206 tons of copper,
32,835 tons of aluminum, 800
tons of molybdenum concen-
trate, 600 tons of coke, 200 tons
of cast iron, 175 tons of lead, 57
tons of precious metals concen-
trate and 29 vehicles.

It's worth noting that the IME also
traded four apartment units on its
real estate and housing trading
floor.

Moreover, the exchange saw
trade of 2,361,184 tons of com-
modities worth more than $1 bil-
lion on both domestic and export
rings of its oil and petrochemical
trading floor.

Items traded on this floor in-
cluded 754,131 tons of bitumen,
737,400 tons of vacuum bot-
tom, 419,600 tons of polymeric
products, 223,500 tons of lube
cut, 152,463 tons of chemicals,
46,500 tons of sulfur, 17,819
tons of oil, 9,612 tons of petro-
leum products, 1,860 tons of
feedstocks, 1,148 tons of water-
proofing materials and 500 tons
of slops wax.

Last was the IME’s side market
on which the exchange traded
122,990 tons of goods.

IME is one of the four major
stock markets of Iran, the other
three markets are Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE), Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market known also
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB), and
Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX).

_www.esfahan-news.com

ran's export te EAEU memhersrlses [1% m 10 months yr/vr

The value of Iran’s exports to
the members of the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU) in-
creased by 11 percent in the
first 10 months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March
21, 2023-January 20, 2024) as
compared to the same period
last year, the spokesman of
the International Relations and
Trade Development Committee
of Iran’s House of Industry,
Mining and Trade said.
According to Ruhollah Latifi,
the Islamic Republic exported
3.370 million tons of commod-
ities worth $1.337 billion to the
members of the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union in the mentioned
10 months, IRNA reported.
Exports to the EAEU also in-
creased by 19 percent in terms
of weight, according to Latifi.

In a significant development, Briga-
dier General Hamzeh Ghalandari, the
Deputy for International Affairs at the
Ministry of Defense and Support of
the Armed Forces, initiated a diplo-
matic mission to Belarus on Monday.
This diplomatic endeavor marks a
pivotal step forward in the continu-
ous collaboration between the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran and the Republic
of Belarus, specifically in the defense
sector. The primary focal point of this
diplomatic mission was to drive the
implementation of the memorandum
of understanding on military cooper-
ation between the two nations.

Reports from the Iranian media shed
light on the visit, highlighting Gener-
al Ghalandari’s role as the leader of
a high-ranking defense delegation
to Belarus. The discussions during
this diplomatic encounter centered
on strategic approaches to amplify
defense and military cooperation
between the Islamic Republic of Iran

T

According to the official, fish-
ery, agricultural, and food
products account for 42 per-
cent of Iran’s export value to
Eurasia, and the average value
of each ton of Iran’s export
goods to this union was $723
in the mentioned period.

The exports of fishery, agricul-
tural, and food products to the
EAEU in the said 10 months
increased by 17.2 percent in
weight and 16.4 percent in
value compared to the same
period last year.

The Russian Federation, Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Arme-
nia, and Belarus were the top
destinations for Iranian goods
in the mentioned period, re-
spectively.

Iran and EAEU reached a pref-
erential trade agreement in
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2018 based on which about
862 commodity items are cur-
rently subject to preferential
tariffs.

The agreement came into ef-
fect on October 27, 2019.
Back in July, the minister in
charge of trade of the Eurasian
Economic Commission (EEC)
said that the EAEU’s cooper-
ation with Iran is actively ex-
panding in various fields, and
trade between the two sides
has doubled over the past four
years.

Andrey Slepnev also said that
trade between the union and
the Islamic Republic of Iran
rose 22 percent in 2022.

The important thing is that bi-
lateral trade exchanges are bal-
anced, that is, almost as much
as the Eurasian Economic

Union supplies goods to Iran,
Iran also exports goods to the
member countries of this un-
ion, the official noted.
Emphasizing that the EAEU
attaches great value to Ira-
nian goods, the minister in
charge of trade of the Eurasian
Economic Commission said:
“Agricultural  products now
account for 75 percent of the
trade exchanges of this union
with Iran.”

“Industrial goods have a spe-
cial place in the framework of
cooperation between the Eura-
sian Economic Union and Iran,
and therefore, we are develop-
ing trade exchanges in the field
of minerals, industries, and
chemicals”, he added.

Slepnev further expressed his
hope that the trade exchanges
of the parties would expand in
the field of machinery.

During a meeting between the
Head of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Adminis-
tration (IRICA) Mohammad
Rezvani-Far and Minister in
Charge of Customs GCoopera-
tion of the Eurasian Economic
Commission Eldar Alisherov
in Tehran in late April, the two
sides explored the ways for in-
creasing customs cooperation
to boost the bilateral trade.
During this meeting, Riz-
vani-Far said: “Although the
memorandum of understand-
ing with Eurasia is for three
years, the formalities of turn-
ing this memorandum into a
long-term agreement will be
completed soon, and we will
follow up on these agreements

[ran, Belarus hold high-level defense (alks

and the Republic of Belarus.

As both nations are esteemed mem-
bers of prominent international or-
ganizations, the talks emphasized

the alignment of Tehran and Minsk
on crucial regional and global issues.
The leaders mutually underscored
their commitment to not only ad-

vancing bilateral relations but also
fostering enhanced cooperation. This
visit symbolized a concerted effort to
explore untapped opportunities for
expanding and intensifying collabo-
rations, not only at the bilateral level
but also within the broader interna-
tional arena.

The commitment to strengthened
cooperation was particularly empha-
sized in the context of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO). The
leaders expressed their keen interest
in leveraging the SCO framework to
further solidify ties, contributing to
regional stability and security.
General Ghalandari’sdiplomatic mis-
sion serves as a testament to the en-
during partnership between Iran and
Belarus, with a focus on elevating de-
fense collaboration to new heights.
As the talks progress, both nations
are poised to unlock unprecedented
opportunities for mutual growth and
shared security objectives.

through approval in Iran’s par-
liament.”

According to the IRICA head,
Iran’s trade with Eurasian
countries is 3.3 billion dollars
annually, which includes over
1.5 billion dollars of Iran’s ex-
ports to Eurasia and more than
1.7 billion dollars of imports
from Eurasia.

He also said: “After the agree-
ment and facilitation, our trade
exchanges with this union in-
creased by 32 percent in the
previous year, and we have set
atarget in the customs that the
figure will increase from 3.3
billion dollars to 10 billion dol-
lars. I think it is quite possible.”
“In the goods transit sector,
our trade volume was 1.8 mil-
lion tons, of which more than
one million tons of goods were
transited from Eurasia through
Iran, and over 700,000 tons of
goods were transited from Iran
to Eurasia”, the official further
announced.

Minister in charge of Customs
Cooperation of the Eurasian
Economic Commission, for his
part called the meeting with
the IRICA head a success and
said: “We hope that our three-
year temporary agreement
with Iran will turn into a long-
term agreement in the future
and more privileges will be
considered between this union
and Iran.”

He expressed hope that the
trade exchanges between Iran
and this union be doubled and
a trade agreement between the
two sides be arranged as soon
as possible.

[ran EM calls on UN to stop sraeli genocide m Gaza Strip

In a letter to the UN secretary general, Anténio Gu-
terres, on Monday, the foreign minister of Iran urged
him to intervene responsibly in the efforts to end the
Zionist regime’s heinous crimes and acts of aggression
against Palestinian people.

The full text of the letter is as follows:

Pursuant to my previous letters concerning the occu-
pying Israeli regime’s genocidal invasion of Gaza strip,
| feel obliged to highlight, once more, the responsibility
of the United Nations to act swiftly and resolutely in or-
der to stop further massacre of the Palestinian people.
The high number of innocent people killed and wound-
ed as well as the intensity of demolition in Gaza during
the past 4 months of incessant attacks on Gaza are
visible evidence of a premeditated plot to exterminate
a whole nation, including through their forced expul-
sion out of occupied Palestine. As of 18 February 2024,
close to 30,000 Palestinians, majority of them young
children and women, are brutally killed while more
than 7000 people remain buried under the collapsed
buildings and more than 60000 are wounded. The
Israeli’s genocidal vengeance has not spared anyone
who happen to live in the occupied Palestine, as over

85 journalists and more than 135 UNRWA aid workers
are also brutally targeted.

The occupying regime has combined its indiscriminate
military operation with cruel starvation campaign by
deliberately depriving Gazans of Food, water, human-
itarian aid and other essential resources and making
Gaza unlivable in order to force Palestinians out of
Gaza. This can hardly be characterized as anything oth-
er than ‘genocide’.

More than 1.5 million people, most of them displaced,
have already been squeezed into the small city of Rafah
in the South. “An all-out offensive on the city would
be devastating for the 1.5 million Palestinian civilians
there who are already on the edge of survival,” as you
rightly said recently.

The international community must not let such a car-
nage happen. Any military offensive on Rafah would
undoubtedly qualify as another phase in the Israeli
genocide of the Palestinian nation. It is imperative that
the United Nations system fulfil its responsibilities in
this critical juncture and avert further mass atrocities
against the Palestinians who have taken refuge in Ra-
fah.

As the Bureau of the General Assembly’s Committee on
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People warned in its 14 February press release, any
military incursion into Rafah “will endanger the lives
of countless civilians, many of whom are women and
an estimated 600,000 children who have already been
displaced multiple times”, and would also “violate the
Court’s Order of 26 January 2024 issued in the context
of the Genocide Convention.”

The UN system and the international community must
act united in urging for an instant and permanent ces-
sation of atrocities against Palestinians in Gaza and the
West Bank as well as an immediate end to the forced
displacement of the Palestinian people and their unhin-
dered access to humanitarian aid.

All State are legally and morally duty-bound to stop
and prevent the genocide of the Palestinian nation. The
United Nations shall urge all of its member States to
refrain from collaborating with the occupying aggres-
sor regime, which would constitute their complicity in
the commission of the most serious crimes of inter-
national concern and would entail their international
responsibility.
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Security in Af-
ghanistan common
issue for surround-
ing nations: envoy

The Iranian president’s special
envoy on Afghanistan affairs,
Hassan Kazemi Qomi, said that
the security, stability, and wel-
fare of the Afghan people are
shared concerns among the
surrounding  nations.

In a post on X on Sunday after
meeting in the Qatari city of
Doha with his counterparts from
Pakistan, China, and Russia, re-
spectively, Zamir Kabulov, Yue
Xiaoyong, and Asif Ali Khan Dur-
rani, he added that the regional
contact committee has mostly
been successful in influencing
issues that affect the security
and stability of Afghanistan.
On February 18, Special Envoys
on Afghanistan appointed by the
UN began a two-day conference
in Doha to deliberate on Reso-
lution 2679, which deals with
a “commitment to the sover-
eignty, independence, territorial
integrity and national unity of
Afghanistan.”

The Doha session on Afghan-
istan is being hosted by UN
Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres. It is the second UN-or-
ganized meeting on the topic in
less than a year. Leaders of the
Taliban have declined to attend
the conference because they
were not invited to the May 2023
session.

Defending the Afghan people
is important to Tehran’s diplo-
macy, Kazemi Qomi stated in
a Sunday meeting with Suhail
Shaheen, the director of the Tali-
ban political office in Doha.
He stated that cooperation be-
tween the peoples of the two
adjacent nations has taken place
in a number of areas, including
religion and culture.

In a separate post on X on Satur-
day, he also stressed that he had
“explicit but very constructive”
discussions with Tomas Niklas-
son, the Special Representative
of the European Union for Af-
ghanistan (EUSE).

“If Europe wants to help the Af-
ghan people, it should not take
humanitarian aid as hostage for
its regional relations,” Kazemi
Qomi told the European diplo-
mat.

During the meeting, he high-
lighted that Europe should not
tether sending humanitarian aid
to Afghanistan to its regional
affiliations.

He also disclosed the details
regarding the meeting on his
online platform. He wrote, “Piv-
otal emphasis was placed on the
necessity for Europe to refrain
from tying humanitarian aid to
its relationship with the regional
alliances if it genuinely aims to
support the people of Afghani-
stan.”

The Taliban stormed back to
power in August 2021 after
making sweeping advances
across the country, which trig-
gered a messy withdrawal by the
United States-led foreign forces
as well as the rapid collapse of
the country’s security forces.
The U.S. invaded Afghanistan in
October 2001 following the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 attacks on the
United States, despite the fact
that no Afghan national was in-
volved in the attacks. Hundreds
of thousands of Afghans died in
the U.S. war of aggression on
the country.

After its withdrawal, Washington
imposed sanctions on Afghani-
stan and blocked its assets.
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Annual trade be-
tween Iran, Tatarstan
up 25%

The value of trade between Iran and
the Republic of Tatarstan in Russia
increased by 25 percent in 2023
compared to the previous year,
Iran’s Consul General to Kazan
Davoud Mirzakhani said.

“The value of trade between Iran
and the Russian Republic of Ta-
tarstan increased by 25 percent
to more than 200 million dollars
in 2023,” Mirzakhani told Tatar-in-
form on Sunday.

According to the official, the trade
exchanges between the two sides
stood at $182 million in 2022.
Referring to the signing of the
free trade agreement between
the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the member states of the Eura-
sian Economic Union (EAEU), of
which Russia is also a member,
Mirzakhani said: “With the imple-
mentation of this agreement after
its approval in the parliaments and
the removal of the customs tariffs
on about 7,000 commodity items,
it is expected that bilateral trade ex-
changes will increase significantly.”

NDF to invest $35h in
oil industry within 5
years

The head of Iran’s National Devel-
opment Fund (NDF) said the fund is
going to invest $35 billion in the oil
industry within the next five years,
IRNA reported on Monday.

“The fund has a serious plan to
inject liquidity in the oil industry,
according to which, in order to re-
alize the plan to increase the coun-
try’s oil production by one million
barrels per day, a total of 35 billion
dollars will be invested in five years,
and nearly 22 billion dollars of the
mentioned figure will be allocated
in the next two years,” Mehdi Ghaz-
anfari said.

The official noted that the National
Development Fund has recently
designed an investment statement,
according to which 60-70 percent
of its resources will be invested in
oil, gas, and petrochemicals sec-
tors; It also invests 20 percent of
the capital in the field of mining, i.e.
mineral chains and basic metals.
According to Ghazanfari, NDF is
also going to invest 25 trillion rials
(about $500 million) in new tech-
nologies including Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al).

Iran’s women’s
4x400 relay wins
silver at 2024
Asian Indoor Ath-
letic C’ships

Iran’s Kazhan Rostami, Shahla
Mahmoudi, Nazanin Fatemeh Eid-
ian and Maryam Mohebi won the
women’s 4x400 relay silver in the
11th edition of the Asian Indoor
Athletic Championships on Mon-
day. Team Melli finished in first
place with a time of 3:41.72 min-
utes. The gold medal went to Ka-
zakhstan and Uzbekistan claimed
the bronze medal. Iran’s Mahsa
Mirzatabibi also seized a bronze
medal in the Women’s Pole Vault
with 4.10 meters. The 2024 Asian
Indoor Athletic Championships are
being held from Feb. 17 to 19 in
Tehran, capital of Tehran.
Almost 400 athletes from 26 na-
tions are competing in the event.
The Asian Indoor Athletics Cham-
pionships, running since 2004, is
a biennial competition organized by
the Asian Athletics Association.
The 2024 edition is being held in
Tehran's Aftab e Enghelab Sports
Complex.

Wednesday, February 21, 2024

TEDPIX gains
6,600 points on

Sunday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
rose 6,606 points (0.32 percent)
to 2,071,132 on Sunday, which is
the second day of the Iranian cal-

endar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

Source:

Making the decision to quit smoking
can become much easier when you
find other activities to fill the time that
smoking once occupied.

According to the National Institutes
of Health, an effective strategy to help
kick unhealthy habits like smoking is
to replace them with new healthy rou-
tines. Although this may seem easier
said than done, changing a habit may
not be as hard as it seems.

Research has shown that the key to
changing a habit may lie in choosing
your environment wisely.

Change your environment

According to studies conducted by
Duke University psychology professor
Wendy Wood, environmental cues play
a large role in controlling our behavior.
Wood’s studies show that when people
have a habit that's associated with a
particular place, they have a tendency
to repeat their actions even when they
don’t want to but are in that environ-
ment.

When you commit to quitting, take
steps to avoid spending time in those
places. Choose to go somewhere else
instead, such as the gym, to do some
eXercise.

Use different exits and entrances and
avoid places where you meet others to
smoke if you have designated smoke
areas. Wood’s studies suggest that
by changing your environment, you’ll
have a better chance of sustaining new

behaviors over time.

Find a new reward

Habit guru Charles Duhigg, author of
“The Power of Habit,” suggests that
habits consist of three elements:

* a cue that triggers the habit

e a routine sequence of habitual ac-
tions

e a reward that you get for going
through the routine

To change your smoking habit, you
may need to change the cues by un-
derstanding what triggers your behav-
ior.

For example, let’s say that your cue to
smoke is break time at work. Every day
at break time, you find yourself join-
ing in with a social crowd of smokers.
This triggers your routine, which is to
smoke two cigarettes outside while
you chat with colleagues. Your reward:
social time with your friends, along
with the rush that you get from nico-
tine.

If you are committed to quitting smok-
ing, you may want to replace your cue,
routine, and reward with a new sys-
tem. Consider making a plan to spend
your break time socializing in a differ-
ent way.

For example, you might ask a non-
smoking friend, who supports your
decision to quit, to join you at break
time to take a brisk walk.

You’ll still get the reward =

of social time but without

the cigarette.
New activities and routine

Smoking is a hard habit to break for
many reasons. Not only is nicotine
physically addictive, but smokers usu-
ally smoke multiple times a day. This
means that you may connect smoking
with many other activities and routines
that make up your daily life.

For example, many people crave a
cigarette before or after eating a meal.
To kick the smoking habit for good, it
will help to develop some new routines
that you don’t automatically associate
with smoking.

How do you de-

velop these
new rou-
tines? It
helps to
shake
things

up a

bit. Do
you usu-
ally eat
lunch at
your desk,
and then
head out-
side  for
a ciga-

A List of Things to Do Instead of Smoking |

rette?
Make a change, and start eating lunch
in the cafeteria with friends. Do you
like to have a cigarette before start-
ing to cook dinner for your family?
Instead, try taking time to chat with a
loved one or play with your kids.
Not only will you avoid smoking, but
you'll be reminded of one of the rea-
sons you may want to quit: to set a
good example for your family.
Building better habits: Stay dedicat-
ed
Even if you change the environment
and routines you associate with smok-
ing, you may still have to deal with the
symptoms of withdrawal from
nicotine. However, it’s
important to re-
member that

v

these symptoms are temporary.

The new healthier habits you build may
help you persevere and stick with your
decision to quit. Nicotine replacement
therapy or other medications may help
reduce the physical withdrawal symp-
toms. If interested, consider discuss-
ing these options with your doctor.
You'll soon find that the new rewards
of not smoking far exceed your old ex-
periences. They include:

« fresh air instead of smoky air

e an invigorated feeling from exercise
e more time spent focusing on family
and friends

In the long run, you’ll likely be glad you
stayed dedicated to your new, healthier
habits.

In a diplomatic move, the parliamentary delegation of the Islamic Republic of
Iran has embarked on a crucial visit to the Republic of Azerbaijan.
The objective behind this journey is active participation in the upcoming session

of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly.

As reported by Iranian media, a select group of representatives from the Islamic
Consultative Assembly will be leading this mission to Azerbaijan. The delegation
aims to engage in discussions and contribute to the deliberations during the
session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, along with its various committees.
This visit underscores Iran’s commitment to regional cooperation and parlia-
mentary diplomacy, as the nation seeks to play a pivotal role in the broader

Asian political landscape.

The Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) was incepted in 2006 at the Seventh
Session of the Association of Asian Parliamentary for Peace (AAPP). In other
words, the APA is the continuation of an organisation that was established in

1999.

The 14th plenary session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) will be
held in Baku from February 21 to 24. Dedicated to the topic of “Strengthening
regional cooperation for the sake of sustainable development in Asia”, a parlia-
mentary delegation of 40 countries, including speakers from 10 countries, will

participate in the session.

Value of [ran’s [0-month export to India stands at S1.8h

Iran exported commodities valued at
$1.8 billion to India during the first ten
months of the current Iranian calen-
dar year (March 21, 2023-January 20,
2024), the head of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA)
announced.

According to Mohammad Rezvanifar,
India was the fifth top export destination
of Iranian products in the mentioned
ten-month period.

Also, exporting commodities valued at
$1.6 billion to Iran, India was Iran’s fifth
source of imports in the first ten months
of the present year, the IRICA head an-
nounced.

As announced by India’s Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, the value of
trade between Iran and India reached

$1.836 billion in 2023.

The trade exchange between the two
countries declined by 26 percent in
2023 compared to its previous year, the
figure was reported to be $2.499 billion
in 2022.

According to the Indian Ministry data,
Iran exported commodities valued at
$699 million to India during the past
year, registering no significant change
from 2022.

Petroleum products were the top goods
imported by India from Iran in 2023,
and India imported $221 million worth
of such products from Iran this year.
The import of Iranian oil products by
India in 2023 increased by 26 percent
compared to the previous year.

Raw materials for dye production and

various fruits were also among the top
exported goods to India in 2023.

India’s exports to Iran in January-De-
cember 2023 experienced a 35 percent
decrease and reached $1.187 billion. In
the previous year, India had exported
$1.847 billion worth of goods to Iran.
Rice was the top export product of India
to Iran in 2023. India’s rice exports to
Iran decreased by 34 percent in 2023,
falling from $1.98 billion in 2022 to
$723 million.

India’s tea export to Iran also declined
by almost a third, from $86 million in
2022 to $30 million in 2023. The coun-
try’s fruit exports to Iran however in-
creased by 14 percent and reached $55
million and spice exports decreased by
28 percent to $15 million.

The Secretary of Iran’s Free Zones
High Council Hojatollah Abdolmal-
eki said the country is negotiating
with 21 different countries to es-
tablish joint free zones, with six of
which agreement documents have
also been signed.

Speaking to IRNA on Monday, Ab-
dolmaleki said a new generation of
free zones is being formed in the
world which are based on interna-
tional cooperation, adding: “Iran is
one of the leading countries in this
regard, we already have shared free
zones which are formed based on
international cooperation and have
different models.”

The official stated that the neigh-
boring countries are the priority
for the establishment of joint free
Z0ones.

“Cooperation with Afghanistan, Pa-
kistan, Qatar, United Arab Emirates,
Iraq, Syria, Turkey, Turkmenistan,
Armenia, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan,
Russia, and distant countries like
China are on the agenda, and we
are pursuing the creation of a net-

work of free zones in order to form

AN e
economic chains with friendly and
neighboring countries in the re-
gion,” he explained.

“We had meetings and discussions
with the senior officials of many of
the mentioned countries, and the
investors have taken measures in
this field so that if we proceed ac-
cording to the plan, we can achieve
our goals in the atmosphere of in-
ternational interactions based on
the economic diplomacy, which is
considered a kind of practical par-
adigm,” he added.

The official further noted that 10
new free zones have been estab-
lished in the country, of which three
are currently operational, seven
will start operating in the next two
months and three will be inaugurat-
ed in the next Iranian calendar year
(starting on March 20).

According to Abdolmaleki, the im-
ports of consumer goods will be
limited in these new zones to guide
the imports towards production and
export.
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