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Israel’s hand in Iran
sabotage unveiled

The New York Times has confirmed
lingering speculations over Israel’s
role in recent acts of sabotage in-
side Iran.

The New York Times released a
report on Friday titled “Israel Was
Behind Attacks on Major Gas Pipe-
lines in Iran,” shedding light on the
recent sabotage in Iran on February
14. This act targeted the Borujen
gas pipeline, resulting in an explo-
sion without casualties, confirmed
by local authorities.

The incident occurred at 12:50 am,
impacting two vital national gas
lines responsible for gas transpor-
tation from southern to northern
Iran, with flames engulfing the rup-
tured pipelines.

Iranian QOil Minister Javad Qwiji
disclosed the details on Wednes-
day morning, mentioning that the
explosion occurred around 1:00
am, targeting a segment of Iran’s
national gas transmission network
with multiple points of detonation.
Swift countermeasures were de-
ployed to mitigate the attack’s im-
pact.

Minister Owiji attributed the incident
to nefarious forces, denouncing the
attempts by adversaries and high-
lighting the predicted timing due to
the National Day and the Bahman
22 rally.

Two days later, the New York Times
reiterated the involvement of Israel
in the attacks, which analysts see
as an escalation in the ongoing
shadow war between the two sides,
causing disruption in several prov-
inces.

The strikes indicate a significant
shift in the clandestine conflict be-
tween Israel and Iran, involving air,
land, sea, and cyberattacks over the
years. Israel’s targets have included
military and nuclear sites, as well
as cyberattacks on the oil ministry
servers, causing turmoil nation-
wide.

Experts quoted in the report be-
lieve that targeting Iran’s energy
infrastructure represents a new
phase in the covert war, impacting
industries, factories, and millions of
civilians.

Although Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu refrained from
commenting, Western officials and
Iranian military strategists pointed
out the coordinated nature of the
attacks, requiring deep knowledge
of Iran’s infrastructure.

The report also referenced a ter-
rorist attack in Kerman, which left
about 100 people dead, indicating
Israel’s expansion of targets within
Iran’s borders. This expansion pos-
es a challenge to Iran’s intelligence
and security agencies, as noted by
security analysts.

“This shows that the covert net-
works operating in Iran have
expanded their target list and ad-
vanced beyond just military and
nuclear sites,” said Shahin Modar-
res, a Rome-based security analyst
focused on the West Asia region.
“It's a major challenge and reputa-
tion blow for Iran’s intelligence and
security agencies.”

Earlier, the Tehran Times had re-
ported the act of sabotage on Ira-
nian soil in its February 14 report
titled “Futile Sabotage,” attributing
such actions to broader efforts
to disrupt Iran’s stability through
covert and overt means. The report
highlighted the U.S. government’s
strategies and hinted at retaliatory
measures following an attack on a
U.S. logistic hub in Jordan.

The Tehran Times emphasized the
potential for cyber attacks within a
one-week window, showcasing the
intricacies of U.S. decision-mak-
ing in executing covert operations
while evading accountability. Sub-
sequently, Iran has faced cyber
attacks and sabotage against gas
pipelines, indicating the ongoing
tensions between Iran and the
West.
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[ran exports eommodltles worth $5.2h to UAE in 10 months

Iran exported commodities valued at
$5.2 billion to the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) during the first ten months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2023-January 20, 2024), the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Admin-
istration (IRICA) announced.
Mohammad Rezvani-Far said that the
UAE was the third top export destination
of Iranian goods in the mentioned ten-
month period.

The IRICA head also announced that ex-
porting goods worth $17.1 billion to Iran,
the UAE was Iran’s first source of import
in the first ten months of this year.

On September 10, 2023, the Financial
Times reported that trade between Iran
and the United Arab Emirates has in-
creased significantly as Abu Dhabi eased
restrictions on business activity between
the two neighbors.

The UAE has eased some limitations on
corporate registrations and the issuance
of visas to companies from Iran in recent
months, Financial Times reported, quot-

ing business people and officials.

Iranian financiers are also exploring how
to enhance bilateral trade by creating fi-
nancial mechanisms to fund legitimate
transactions, the report added quoting
the sources.

The UAE is Iran’s second-largest trade
partner. The trade between Iran and the
UAE has recovered from a pandemic
slump of $11 billion in 2020/2021 to $24
billion in the 12 months ending in March,
according to Iranian data.

The trade between the two sides has sur-
passed the $22 billion recorded in 2012
before U.S.-led sanctions were imposed
on the Iranian economy.

Iranian officials have said they are now
targeting a further increase in bilateral
trade towards $30 billion in the next two
years.

“Pressure from the UAE central bank has
decreased and some Emirati banks have
started opening bank accounts,” said
Masoud Daneshmand, a former head
of the Iran-UAE Chamber of Commerce.

“Currently, some Iranian companies that
used to be in the UAE but had become
inactive have become active again. Some
new companies have also started busi-
ness.”

In diplomatic exchanges, Iranian officials
have been asking their Emirati counter-
parts to find new mechanisms for financ-
ing trade, according to people briefed on
these conversations.

“Our economic relationship with Iran has
long been of major importance,” said
the UAE’s economy ministry. “The UAE’s
trade with Iran is conducted in full com-
pliance with global rules and standards.”
For years there have been self-imposed
restrictions on business with Iran, but
these have been gradually eased in recent
years, a UAE-based businessman said.
“There’s a sense of more openness.”
Iran and the United Arab Emirates have
agreed to sign new memorandums of
understanding (MQOUs) on the avoidance
of double taxation and facilitation of mu-
tual investment.

The decision was made during a meet-
ing between Iranian Minister of Finance
and Economic Affairs Ehsan Khandouzi
and UAE Minister of State for Financial
Affairs Mohamed bin Hadi Al Hussaini on
the sidelines of the annual meeting of the
Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) Board
of Executive Directors in Jeddah in mid-
May, 2023.

During the meeting, the officials empha-
sized increasing cooperation in the fields
of trade and foreign investment; in this
regard, it was decided that appropriate
measures should be implemented soon
in order to sign agreements on facilitat-
ing foreign investment and avoidance of
double taxation between the countries.
Pointing to the positive impact of the
resumption of relations between the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia
in the region, Al-Husseini said that the
volume of trade between the two coun-
tries has increased about 40 times.

“This volume of trade in various fields
indicates a natural and positive growth
of relations and interactions between Iran
and the UAE, and the role of the govern-
ments of the two sides is to encourage
trade and facilitate it through agreements
to avoid double taxation, and it is neces-
sary to revise the existing agreements
between the two countries,” he said.
Khandouzi for his part referred to the
previous unfinished negotiations related
to the drafting of a foreign investment
agreement between the two sides, say-
ing: “The Islamic Republic of Iran is
ready to cooperate in joint profitable pro-
jects, as well as cooperation for investing
in other countries.”

Also on May 9, 2023, the head of the Fed-
eration of Chambers of Commerce and

Industry of the United Arab Emirates said
his country is seeking to become Iran’s
top trading partner in the region.
Abdullah Mohamed Al Mazrouei, who
visited Iran at the head of a business del-
egation, made the remarks in a meeting
with the former Head of Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture (ICCIMA) Gholam-Hossein
Shafeie in Tehran.

During the meeting, the two sides ex-
changed views on the common fields
of cooperation, economic relations, and
how to expand commercial relations be-
tween the private sectors of Iran and the
UAE.

Stating that the UAE is one of the most
important neighboring countries  of
Iran with a deep historical relationship,
Shafeie said: “The UAE is Iran’s second
trading partner in the world after China,
and the volume of our annual exchang-
es has reached about 24 billion dollars.
Despite all the restrictions of the past and
the heavy shadow of political issues on
economic relations, the UAE has always
maintained its good position in relation to
Iran and the mentioned issues have not
been able to have a deep impact on our

The value of export from South Kho-
rasan province, in the east of Iran, in-
creased by 50 percent during the first
10 months of the current Iranian calen-
dar year (March 21, 2023-January 20,
2024), as compared to the same period

of time in the past year, according to a
provincial official.

Mohammad Kouhgerd, the direc-
tor-general of the province’s Customs
Department, announced that non-oil
commodities worth $537 million were

exported from the province in the ten-
month period.

The production units of the province
have exported goods worth $151 mil-
lion to Afghanistan, Pakistan, Turkmen-
istan, Iraq, Armenia and Kazakhstan,
which has increased by 82 percent
compared to ten months of last year,
the official added.

The director-general of the province’s
Customs Department further named
cement, named tiles, plastic products,
and hydrocarbon products as the ma-
jor items exported by the production
units of the province during the first
ten months of the present Iranian cal-
endar year.

As previously announced by the head
of the Islamic Republic of Iran Cus-
toms Administration (IRICA), Iran
exported 113 million tons of non-oil
goods valued at $40.5 hillion during
the first 10 months of the present year.
Mohammad Rezvani-Far said that the

Export from South Khorasan increases 50% in 10 months on vear

10-month non-oil export indicates a
nine percent growth in weight, but an
11 percent fall in value, year on year,
IRIB reported.

The official also said the country ex-
ported $29.9 billion of crude oil in the
mentioned 10 months, registering a
10-percent rise, year on year.
Rezvani-Far further announced that
Iran has imported 32.7 million tons of
goods worth $54.8 billion in the first 10
months of the present year, which indi-
cates an 11.6 percent rise in value and
Six percent growth in weight.

He named China, Iraq, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Turkey, and India as
the major export destinations of Iranian
goods in the said period, and the UAE,
China, Turkey, Germany, and India as
the main sources of import.

Gold, car parts and accessories, and
smartphones were the main imported
items during this period, according to
the official.

sils consumption
starts to rise

Due to the gradual decrease in temper-
ature, gas consumption in the domestic
sector has reached 329 million cubic
meters in Iran, the head of the country’s
gas network management center said on
Saturday.

Referring to the gradual decrease in tem-
perature across the country, Gholamreza

Koushki said: “In the last 24 hours, the
amount of gas consumption in the do-
mestic, commercial and non-major in-
dustries has increased and reached 470
million cubic meters.”

It is expected that the domestic gas con-
sumption will reach 570 to 580 million
cubic meters on Monday and Tuesday, he

added.

“Currently, we do not have a problem in
supplying gas to the power plant and in-
dustrial sectors, but by saving gas in the
household sector, we can allocate a larger
share to power plants and industries”, the
head of the country’s gas network man-
agement center further noted.

Sponge tron production up 9.1% m 10 months yr/yr

Production of sponge iron in Iran rose by 9.1 per-
cent during the first ten months of the current Ira-
nian calendar year (March 21, 2023-January 20,
2024), as compared to the same period of time in
the past year, according to the data released by the
Iranian Steel Producers Association (ISPA).

The ISPA reported that 30.024 million tons of
sponge iron was produced in the country during
the ten-month period of this year, while the figure
was 27.519 million tons in the first ten months of

the previous year.

As previously announced by the Iranian Steel Pro-
ducers Association, 18.86 million tons of sponge
iron was produced in Iran in the first half of the

22, 2023).

reduction.

current Iranian calendar year (March 21-September

Direct reduced iron (DRI), also called sponge iron,
is produced from the direct reduction of iron ore
(in the form of lumps, pellets, or fines) into iron by
reducing gas or elemental carbon produced from
natural gas or coal. Many ores are suitable for direct

While Iran is fighting the U.S. severe sanctions on
its economy, and the country’s different industrial
and economic sectors have been affected by the
limitations and difficulties caused by the sanctions
condition, the country’s mining sector is moving
forward noticeably, overcoming such barriers.

Among the

mining sector’s different products,

sponge iron is an outstanding example, as the pro-

country.

of the most

iron.

duction of this item is rising more and more in the

Iranian Mines and Mining Industries Development
and Renovation Organization (IMIDRO), Iran’s larg-
est metals and mining holding, has stated that one

important reasons for the increase in

sponge iron production in Iran is the establishment
of new sponge iron plants, adding that in recent
years, with its new strategy and with the participa-
tion of the private sector, the organization has been
able to launch several projects to produce sponge

business relations.”

Back in early January, 2023, the direc-
tor-general of Bushehr Province’s Ports
and Maritime Department announced
that Iran has launched a direct container
shipping line from the country’s south-
western Bushehr Port to the United Arab
Emirates’ Port of Jebel Ali.

According to Mohammad Shakibi-Nasab,
launching the mentioned shipping line is
going to boost the economic exchanges
between the two countries.

He further noted that with the new line
going operational the cost of transporting
export cargoes has also been reduced for
the two sides’ traders.

At the same time, the head of Iran’s Ports
and Maritime Organization (PMO) met
with the UAE’'s ambassador to Tehran,
during which the two sides stressed the
acceleration of mutual port, maritime,
and transit cooperation.

In the meeting, UAE Ambassador Saif
Mohamed Obaid Jasem Al Zaabi under-
lined the capacities of UAE companies for
port and maritime investment in neigh-
boring countries, especially Iran, and
announced a field visit by his country’s
experts to Iranian ports in the near future.
The Arab official also referred to the very
good transportation and transit infra-
structure in his country and welcomed
Iran’s approach to developing transit co-
operation with CIS countries.

Al Zaabi emphasized the need for the ex-
pansion of economic relations between
Tehran and Abu Dhabi, expressing the
trust and interest of the UAE government
in developing port and maritime cooper-
ation with Iran.

PMO Head Ali-Akbar Safaei for his part
stressed the strategy of the Iranian gov-
ernment to develop economic coopera-
tion and good relations with neighboring
countries, saying that the development of
maritime relations between Iran and the
United Arab Emirates is very important
for the Islamic Republic.

Iran’s enemies
continue to sow
discord in futile at-
tempts: commander

Commander of the Iranian Ar-
my’s Air Defense Force Brigadier
General Alireza Sabahi Fard has
urged the enemies to refrain
from concocting  imaginary
scenarios and futile schemes
concerning Iran, emphasizing
the need to avoid any form of
intervention, mischief, and the
creation of discord.

During a visit to defensive units
in the western part of the coun-
try, Sabahi Fard emphasized
Iran’s utilization of all capacities
and platforms, particularly the
expertise of elite individuals and
the younger generation.

He noted that the Army’s Air De-
fense has made significant pro-
gress in defense sciences by lev-
eraging indigenous knowledge
and reverse engineering.
Acknowledging the importance
of the armed forces and the
modernization of the air defense
system, General Sabahi Fard
highlighted the country’s security
being closely tied to capabilities
in missiles, radar, and drones.
In another part of his remarks,
he portrayed active participation
in the upcoming elections as a
symbol of legitimacy, accept-
ance, and increased effective-
ness of the Islamic Republic of
Iran on the international stage.
Emphasizing potential threats, he
stated that enemies would spare
no effort to strike at the Islamic
system and Iranians. However,
he expressed confidence that
the vigilant Iranian nation, with
increased presence and thought-
ful choices, would once again
thwart enemy conspiracies.
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Over 100 parties,
20 coalitions
assert readiness
for upcoming
election

103 parties and 20 elec-
toral coalitions have de-
clared their readiness for
the forthcoming late winter
election, announced Irani-
an Interior Minister Ahmad
Vahidi.

Minister Vahidi further re-
vealed that several other
coalitions are also gearing
up for participation.

In a statement released on
Saturday, Minister Vahidi
emphasized the signifi-
cance of robust engage-
ment in the electoral pro-
cess and underscored the
importance of a high voter
turnout.

He stressed that while indi-
vidual candidates are note-
worthy, it is the strength of
their plans and ideas that
truly matter.

During a conference held
on Friday, Vahidi com-
mended the qualification
of an impressive 15,000
candidates. He highlighted
the diverse backgrounds of
the candidates, noting that
among them are 1,100 pro-
fessors, 250 doctors, 1,700
teachers, 400 judges, and
1,700 women, showcasing
the breadth of expertise
and representation within
the pool of qualified candi-
dates.

Back in early February, the
Constitutional Council’s
spokesperson, Hadi Tahan
Nazif, officially confirmed
the approval of over 750
candidates for the upcom-
ing parliamentary election.
He stated that a compre-
hensive evaluation process
resulted in the qualification
of a total of 14,200 candi-
dates, with the final week
focusing on scrutinizing
appeal files.

Tahan Nazif emphasized
that the names of these
qualified candidates will be
promptly communicated to
the Interior Minister, and
the Constitutional Council
is set to conclude its eval-
uation by February 8.

In addition to the parlia-
mentary candidates, Tahan
Nazif addressed the ongo-
ing evaluation of Assembly
of Experts candidates, in-
dicating that their appeals
will be assessed until Feb-
ruary 7.

He assured that any chang-
es in the results would be
communicated to the can-
didates promptly. The Con-
stitutional Council remains
dedicated to ensuring a
thorough and transparent
process ahead of the up-
coming elections.
Mohammadreza Shahcher-
aghi, deputy minister of
interior for political affairs
and the head of election
headquarters, said around
59,000 polling stations
will be opened on the day
of elections and nearly
800,000 people will be in-
volved in holding the elec-
tions.

He added that parliamen-
tary elections will be com-
petitive  throughout the
country.

Legislative elections will be
held on March 1.

Monday, February 19, 2024

Fueling infrastruc-
ture developed by
opening 16 new sta-

tions across country

The fueling infrastructure was
developed in Iran by opening 16
new stations across the country,
Shana reported on Saturday.

Coinciding with the 45th anniver-
sary of the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, 16 new fuel supply
stations in the 37 regions of the

National Iranian Oil Products
Distribution Company (NIOPDC)
were put into operation for the
development of the country’s
fuel supply infrastructure with
the aim of fulfilling the rights of
citizens and providing the best
services to the countrymen.

3 Ways to Improve
Your Memory Alter
Sroke

Source:

By:

Memory loss after stroke depends on
a lot of factors, but games, repetition,
exercise, and a brain-boosting diet can
help you recover.

While drugs won'’t help reverse memory
loss after a stroke, activities, therapy,
and rehabilitation can.

Memory loss is a common symptom
of stroke, but there are things you can
do to help get your memory back. Just
like exercising your muscles can help
improve mobility after a stroke, giving
your brain a workout is a significant part
of stroke recovery.

The extent of your memory loss can de-
pend on how old you are, the severity
of your stroke, where your stroke oc-
curred, and even the support you have
from family and friends.

7 Ways to Regain Your Memory After
Stroke

1. Stimulate your brain. “Games that re-

TEDPIX, the main index of the Tehran Stock Ex-
change (TSE), lost 18,523 points (0.89 percent)
t0 2,060,022 on Saturday, which is the first day of

the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges,
and the most important one. The other three ones
are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).
Earlier this month, the head of Iran’s Securities

quire you to use your brain, whether as
simple as checkers or complex as chess,
can help you regain your memory,” says
Allen Kaisler-Meza, MD, a physical med-
icine and rehabilitation specialist with a
private practice in San Jose, California.
2. Work with a speech specialist. Aside
from helping people who have trouble
with speech due to stroke, speech-lan-
guage therapy enhances recovery by
stimulating the brain to make neural
connections from uninjured parts of the
brain to those parts affected by stroke,
Dr. Kaisler-Meza says. According to
the Mayo Clinic, family and friends can
also help stroke survivors improve their
speech by including them in conversa-
tions that encourage them to practice
speaking and memory.

3. Leave reminders for yourself. Leave
notes in visible areas, such as a sign in
the bathroom reminding you to brush

your teeth, says Stephen Page, PhD,
an occupational therapist and associ-
ate professor at the School of Health
and Rehabilitation Sciences at The Ohio
State University in Columbus. Use the
alarm on your smartphone or even an
old-school clock to remind yourself of
appointments and when to take your
medications, Dr. Page adds. Once you
form a routine, it will help you reestab-
lish your memory.

4. Get organized. Making it easy to see
items you need for daily activities will
help you remember what you need to
do and when to do it, Meyers says. For
example, lay out your clothes for the
morning before you go to bed at night,
and put your toothbrush on the sink
where you’re sure to see it. Always keep
your keys in the same place and have a
designated spot for your phone.

5. Repeat and rehearse. When you're

given new information, repeat it to
yourself several times, the ASA recom-
mends. Go over the material as many
times as you need for it to sink in. Don’t
be afraid to repeat back, in your own
words, what you're told to be sure you
understand it correctly. If you have to
make a presentation or give a speech,
break up the material into smaller seg-
ments. These will be easier to remem-
ber.

6. Stay active. Get out of bed and move
as much as possible, Kaisler-Meza says.
A randomized control study document-
ed the impact that exercise had on 40
chronic stroke survivors. The research-
ers found that those who exercised
as a mandatory part of their recovery
demonstrated significant improvements
in memory, cognitive function, and
overall stroke recovery.

7. Eat MIND-fully. A brain-healthy diet

TEDPIX loses 18,00 points on Saturday

and Exchange Organization (SEO) said his organ-
ization is following new plans to increase the role
of the country’s private sector in the stock market.
Referring to the significant role of the private sec-
tor in financing production companies, Majid Es-
hgi said: “Increasing the role of the private sector
in the stock market is one of the serious plans of
the Securities and Exchange Organization.”

He stated that some measures have been taken
to increase the real role of the private sector in

[ran can meet some domestic
needs through Syria: ambassador

Hossein Akbari, Iran’s Ambassador to
Damascus, asserts that Tehran can fuffill
certain internal requirements via coopera-
tion with Damascus. The ambassador un-
derscores Syria’s pivotal role as a strate-
gic ally across multiple spheres including
politics, security, military, and economics.
Akbari highlights Syria’s potential in trade
and economy, noting that economic col-
laboration became a focal point following
President Raisi’s visit to Syria in early May.
During this visit, at the official invitation of
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, the two
nations inked 14 memorandums of coop-
eration spanning various sectors.

The close political alignment between Iran
and Syria lays a strong foundation for bol-
stering economic ties, further solidifying
their strategic partnership.

Iran’s robust mining sector presents a
promising opportunity for Syria, which
has faced significant material shortages
in the aftermath of years of civil conflict.
Additionally, Iran’s technological prowess
can contribute significantly to Syria’s re-
construction efforts.

Furthermore, Syria’s unique geopolitical
position at the crossroads of Asia, Eu-
rope, and Africa positions it as a potential
gateway for Iran to access markets across

these continents.

The restoration of Syria, with Iran playing
a leading role, has the potential to deepen
the collaboration between these strategic
allies, enhancing economic, military, and
security cooperation.

Ambassador Akbari also addressed the
pressure on resistance countries and the
impact of sanctions on Syria.

In conclusion, he emphasized that Tehran
can satisfy some of its domestic needs
through cooperation with Syria, under-
scoring Syria’s historical capacity to meet
its own requirements before the onset of
conflict.

the capital market in the last few years, adding
that the role of the real private sector has also
increased in relation to financing through debt
securities compared to the past.

“Considering the emphasis of the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, we will do our best to in-
crease the share of the real private sector in areas
like financing and acceptance in the capital mar-
ket,” Eshqi elaborated. g

I

includes lots of fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles and fish rich in omega-3 fatty acids,
according to the ASA. Eating this way
will help your brain recover optimally,
Kaisler-Meza says. One study found that
those whose diets looked most like the
Mediterranean-DASH Intervention for
Neurodegenerative Delay (MIND) diet,
which emphasizes foods that influence
brain health, had better verbal memory
scores later in life. The MIND diet is a
hybrid of the Mediterranean and Die-
tary Approaches to Stop Hypertension
(DASH) diets. It's rich in plant-based
foods — especially leafy greens, nuts,
beans, berries, and whole grains — and
limits animal products and foods that
are high sources of saturated fat. It also
includes occasional servings of poultry
and fish and, like the Mediterranean diet,
lots of olive oil. Sweets, fried foods, but-
ter, cheese, and red meat are avoided.

An Iranian diplomat says Europe
should not tether sending humani-
tarian aid to Afghanistan to its re-
gional affiliations.

Iran’s special representative for Af-
ghanistan, Hassan Kazemi Qomi,
said on Saturday that he has en-
gaged in talks with the European
Union’s special representative on
Afghanistan matters.

He disclosed the details regarding
the meeting on his online platform.
He wrote, “Pivotal emphasis was
placed on the necessity for Europe
to refrain from tying humanitarian
aid to its relationship with the re-
gional alliances if it genuinely aims
to support the people of Afghani-
stan.”

The Taliban stormed back to pow-
er in August 2021 after making
sweeping advances across the

[ran’s envoy urees continued European
ald to Afghanistan

country, which triggered a messy
withdrawal by the United States-led
foreign forces as well as the rapid
collapse of the country’s security
forces.

The U.S. invaded Afghanistan in
October 2001 following the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 attacks on the
United States, despite the fact that
no Afghan national was involved in
the attacks. Hundreds of thousands
of Afghans died in the U.S. war of
aggression on the country.

After its withdrawal, Washington
imposed sanctions on Afghanistan
and blocked its assets.

Foreign aid has also declined dra-
matically since then and the coun-
try’s key central bank assets have
been seized by the United States,
compounding one of the world’s
worst humanitarian crises.
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