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Tehran hosting intl. . . .
event on novator [ranian Pearls i the Persian Gull
In mining IﬂdUStI‘V o e o g ! ; on numerous occasions in the  Undoubtedly, this adventure,

The fourth edition of Iran’s In-
ternational Innovation Award
in Mines and Mining Industries
(INNOMINE) kicked off in Tehran
on Tuesday, IRNA reported.
During this two-day event, which
is organized by the Iranian Mines
and Mining Industries Develop-
ment and Renovation Organiza-
tion (IMIDRO), 108 innovative
initiatives will be judged and the
top ideas will be awarded.

The main goals of this event are
to identify technological innova-
tors in the mining and mineral
industries sector, create oppor-
tunities for startups, commer-
cialize top ideas, attract invest-
ment, converge industry owners
and technological researchers,
and finally to develop an at-
mosphere of interaction, mutual
thinking and creativity among
industry operators and scholars
active in the field.

In last September, the head of
the Geological Survey and Min-
eral Exploration of Iran (GSI)
announced the discovery of 117
new promising mineral zones
across the country.

According to Alireza Shahidi,
the mentioned zones have been
identified under the framework
of a program called “geological
transformation and exploration
of mineral reserves”.

This program has been carried
out with the aim of developing
unprivileged areas, creating
productive employment with a
special focus on the local expert
workforce, collecting infrastruc-
tural information in accordance
with land use, and finally dis-
covering new reserves through
aerial geophysical surveys, the
official said.

Shahidi noted that the identified
zones include 17 promising new
gold zones, 60 copper zones, 25
nickel zones for the first time
in eastern Iran, nine magnesite
zones, and six lead and zinc
zones.

According to the official, the
necessary funding for the men-
tioned program has been sup-
plied by the IMIDRO, the GSI,
and the Industry, Mining, and
Trade Ministry under the frame-
work of a trilateral agreement
signed in 2021.

In this program, 60 geological
and exploratory projects were
implemented in an area of more
than 37,500 square kilometers,
Shahidi said.

Having 81 different types of
minerals, Iran is one of the top
10 mineral-rich countries across
the globe. In this regard, the Ira-
nian government has been seri-
ously pursuing several programs
to promote the mining sector as
a major contributor to the coun-
try’s economic growth.

The total proven reserves of
Iran’s mines are expected to
reach more than 100 billion
tons with the implementation of
the Industry, Mining, and Trade
Ministry’s exploration programs
over 500,000 square kilometers
of new mineral zones.

Despite the country’s huge po-
tential in this area, due to some
issues like the lack of necessary
machinery and equipment and
the lack of access to financial re-
sources and foreign investment
because of the U.S. sanctions,
the Iranian mining sector has
been struggling to operate at its
maximum capacity over the past
few years.

So, the government programs
for promoting this industry are
mainly focused on relying on
domestic sources to help the
mining sector overcome its cur-
rent problems and hit its ideal
targets.

The three islands of Abu Musa,
Greater Tunb, and Lesser Tunb,
despite their small size, carry
strategic and distinctive impor-
tance. These islands indeed play
a crucial role in controlling mari-
time movements at the entrance
of the Persian Gulf and the Strait
of Hormuz.

The enduring and legitimate
presence of Iran has been instru-
mental in upholding stability and
security in this critical regional
and global thoroughfare. This
strategic presence has thwarted
attempts by Western powers to
assert control through their al-
lies and undermine the region’s
security. However, the names of
the three islands have Persian
origins. “Abu Musa” is short for
“Bum Musa,” referring to the
house of Musa, while “Tunb” is
derived from the Persian Tang-
estani, meaning hill and mound.
Examining historical records
reveals that these islands have
been an integral part of Iran’s
territory until the interference of
Western colonial powers in the
region. In the early 16th centu-
ry, the Portuguese were the first
colonial power to enter into the
Persian Gulf, subsequently seiz-
ing Hormuz Island. Over time,
other colonial powers began
to make their way into this re-
gion. British forces entered the
Persian Gulf under the guise of
securing shipping routes and
curbing the slave trade. After
some time, they occupied these
Iranian islands and handed them
over to the emirates of Sharjah
and Ras Al Khaimah. After 68
years of persistent efforts by
Iran, Iranian forces reasserted
sovereignty over the Abu Musa
and Tunb Islands on the morning
of November 30, 1971. This took
place one day before the official
withdrawal of British forces from
the Persian Gulf and two days
prior to the formation of the
United Arab Emirates.

After the Iranian forces assumed
control of the islands, the 1971
Memorandum of Understand-
ing between Iran and Sharjah
concerning Abu Musa Island
stands as an official and valid
document, preventing any inter-
ference by other external parties.
Furthermore, the restoration of
the Tunb Islands to Iran relies on
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an implicit understanding, given
the absence of disputes over Ira-
nian ownership and sovereignty.
Avoiding a written agreement
was intentional, as any such
document could introduce un-
certainty regarding Iran’s un-
questionable sovereignty and
absolute ownership of these
two islands. The memorandum
of understanding between Iran
and Sharjah on November 29,
1971, authorized Iran to deploy
its forces to Abu Musa. On No-
vember 30, 1971, Iranian forc-
es landed on the three islands.
This was carried out with the
presence and approval of cer-
tain Sharjah officials and with
prior notification to Britain. Iran’s
conduct since that date has been
entirely grounded in this memo-
randum of understanding, fully
respecting the rights accorded
to the emirate of Sharjah and its
citizens in Abu Musa.

What renders the UAE’s claim
legally invalid?

Despite the wealth of historical
documents, some of which are
in languages other than Per-
sian, there is no doubt about
the historical ownership of the
three islands by Iran. Before the
imperialist presence of Portu-
guese and British naval forces
in the Persian Gulf, Oman and
Saudi Arabia were the only Arab
states in the region. During that
period, the sheikhdoms of Shar-
jah and Ras al-Khaimah were
not recognized as states at all.
Consequently, for the few Arab
residents of Abu Musa it was
legally impossible to have their
citizenship. This is while, most
of the Persian Gulf islands, in-
cluding Abu Musa, Greater Tunb
and Lesser Tunb, have been
under Iran’s ownership and sov-
ereignty. Indeed, after Iran reas-
serted its sovereignty over three
islands in 1971, the United Arab
Emirates declared its establish-
ment through the union of six
emirates on the southern coast
of the Persian Gulf, including the
sheikhdom of Sharjah (claim-
ing Abu Musa). A year later, the
emirate of Ras al-Khaimah, the
sheikhdom claiming Greater
Tunb and Lesser Tunb, joined the
union as the seventh member.
Therefore, Sharjah’s assertion
that the residents of Abu Musa
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belonged to the Ghasemi tribe,
and the ruler of Sharjah shared
the same lineage, does not con-
stitute evidence for the citizen-
ship of the state established in
the subsequent years. Moreover,
historical records indicate that
the Ghasemis were divided into
two groups, one Iranian and the
other Arab.

In the claims put forth by the
sheikhdoms of Sharjah and Ras
Al Khaimah, it has been con-
sistently asserted that Britain
recognizes these three islands
as belonging to these two emir-
ates. Despite Britain considering
these emirates as belonging
to the mentioned sheikhdoms
due to its protectorate and safe-
guarding of its interests, West-
ern countries, including Britain
itself from 1770-1898, officially
portrayed those islands as being
under the sovereignty and within
the territory of Iran. Regarding
Iran’s sovereignty over the three
islands, there are at least twelve
official reports prepared and dis-
patched to the British Foreign Of-
fice in London by the War Office
and the Admiralty, the East India
Company, and the British politi-
cal representatives in the Persian
Gulf. One common point in these
reports is that they consistently
refer to Abu Musa, Greater Tunb,
and Lesser Tunb as territories
under the sovereignty of Iran. It
is evident that Britain recognized
the three islands as part of Iran
until the early 20th century, and
their stance shifted after occupy-
ing them.

The sheikhdoms of Sharjah and
Ras Al Khaimah have asserted
their sovereignty over the three
islands based on their occupa-
tion and possession over the
years. However, the mere pas-
sage of time does not validate
their claim to sovereignty over
these islands. Indeed, the initial
settlers who inhabited these is-
lands and constructed buildings
on them held Iranian citizenship.
Furthermore, the argument that
they spoke Arabic is not regard-
ed as evidence of sovereignty in
international law.

Upon becoming aware of the
occupation of the mentioned
islands in 1904, Iran promptly
issued an official protest. Iran
consistently voiced its protest

years that followed. Iran assert-
ed its authority by lowering the
flag of Sharjah and hoisting its
own flag in lieu of the sheikh-
dom on the islands. Throughout
this period, Iran made several
attempts to regain control of the
islands, achieving success in
1934 when they were returned
to Iranian sovereignty. Irani-
an officials have visited these
islands at different times, and
negotiations between Iran and
Britain to restore Iran’s sov-
ereignty over these territories
have consistently persisted. At
various junctures, the Sheikhs
of Sharjah and Ras Al Khaimah
displayed a hesitancy to exer-
cise their control over these is-
lands. On numerous occasions,
they formally lowered their flag,
thereby relinquishing control
of these islands. Therefore, the
sovereignty of the UAE has not
been conclusively reconciled,
unchallenged, undisputed, and
uninterrupted.

One of the justifications put forth
by Sharjah and Ras Al Khaimah
for their claim is the proximity of
these islands to the sheikhdom
of Ras Al Khaimah. However,
there is a clear response to this
claim. As indicated by maps,
both Greater Tunb and Lesser
Tunb are situated closer to the
Iranian coastline. Furthermore,
Abu Musa is located near Siri
Island, one of Iran’s islands.
Conclusion

Throughout various historical
periods, Iran has consistently
rejected the sovereignty of any
nation or colonial power over the
islands in the Persian Gulf. The
historical occupation of certain
islands by the British forces has
consistently prompted protests
from Iran. An assemblage of
evidence, encompassing inter-
national law, the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the
Sea, official documents from
Iranian and British embassies,
correspondences, reports from
British Foreign Office, the doc-
trine of promissory estoppel
affirming  Iran’s  sovereignty,
adherence to the Law of State
Succession, and the content of
the 1971 Memorandum of Un-
derstanding, collectively estab-
lishes irrefutable proof of Iran’s
enduring ownership and sover-
eignty over the three islands in
the Persian Gulf.

Years after successfully settling
differences regarding these is-
lands, the UAE is attempting to
reopen the case with the support
of third parties lacking legitimate
rights and shares in this matter,
thereby creating an issue known
as the islands dispute. Iran be-
lieves that there is no dispute;
rather, what exists is the base-
less claim and ambition of the
UAE regarding Iranian territory.
In recent years, the UAE has ex-
erted extensive diplomatic, polit-
ical, and propaganda efforts to
shift the discourse surrounding
the three islands from a bilateral
matter between Iran and the UAE
to a regional, then Arab, and ul-
timately an international issue.

entangled with the provocation
of Western powers, has the po-
tential to seriously jeopardize re-
gional and international stability
and security. While the Islamic
Republic of Iran has consistently
pursued regional security and
stability, recent history, includ-
ing the eight-year Iran-Iraq war
wherein Saddam Hussein aimed
to challenge Iran’s sovereignty
over its western provinces and
the three islands, highlights
Iran’s seriousness in responding
to foreign territorial adventures
without any hesitation.

From a geopolitical and geo-
strategic standpoint, the three
islands hold fundamental impor-
tance not only for Iran but also
for its friends. Consequently,
it is expected that nations with
friendly relations will approach
this issue with heightened sen-
sitivity and a strong sense of
responsibility.

Recently, the repetition of Rus-
sia’s detrimental stance towards
the Iranian islands has prompted
strong negative reactions from
politicians across all political
spectrums, academic elites, and
the public opinion of Iran, who
expressed unified dissatisfac-
tion. Indeed, this has reignited
concerns within Iranian politi-
cal and academic circles. This
stance has reinforced a growing
perception that Russia’s willing-
ness to sacrifice Iran for its own
interests is casting doubt on its
role as a strategic partner. There
is a concern that if Beijing falls
into the same trap set by the
UAE and Western powers, Chi-
na’s positive and friendly image,
cultivated as a supporter of the
Iranian nation during challeng-
ing times, may be tarnished,
aligning it with the negative
historical image of Russia. This
has the potential to pose a nota-
ble challenge to the friendly and
strategic cooperation between
the two countries during the
critical decade of regional and
international developments.
China and Iran maintain a friend-
ly and comprehensive strategic
partnership, demonstrating un-
wavering support for each other
on issues concerning their vital
interests and fundamental secu-
rity concerns, irrespective of ex-
ternal influences from Western
powers. Hence, by fostering mu-
tual cooperation and remaining
impervious to external manipu-
lations, both nations can play a
pivotal role in reinstating peace
and stability in the West Asia
region and globally. Over many
years, the Islamic Republic of
Iran has consistently adhered
to the principle of One China
and recently, in response to the
Taiwan election results, Nasser
Kanani, the spokesperson for
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Iran, emphasized that “the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran bases its
foreign policy on respecting the
territorial integrity and national
sovereignty of states. Within this
framework, Iran has consistently
expressed its support for the
One China principle.”

New BRICS members solidily group’s international position, says Russian envoy

BRICS, a geopolitical bloc comprising
Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa, welcomed new full members on
January 1, including Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, the UAE, and Saudi Arabia.

According to Russian Ambassador to
Iran Alexey Dedov, the inclusion of Iran
and other nations into the BRICS group
strengthens the strategic partnership
and enhances the group’s international
standing. Dedov emphasized the signifi-
cance of this move, stating, “The acces-

sion of Iran and other new members to
the association strengthens the strategic
partnership and international position
of this important and reputable forum.
In general, international relations are
undergoing a deep transformation that
reflects the emergence of a more dem-
ocratic and just world order.” Regarding
Iran’s perspective, Dedov highlighted its
commitment to reducing the influence of
Western countries in global affairs. “Like
Russia, Iran believes that multilateralism

these spheres.

should be cultivated through various
formats,” the ambassador affirmed. As
Russia holds the BRICS presidency in
2024, Dedov expressed Russia’s ded-
ication to collaborating closely with all
members, including Iran.
the areas of focus within the BRICS
framework as politics and security, eco-
nomics and investment, and humanitar-
ian aid, emphasizing ongoing efforts in

BRICS Deputy Finance Ministers con-

He outlined

vene, Iran’s Deputy Minister joins talks

The inaugural meeting of BRICS Depu-
ty Finance Ministers convened with the
participation of Ali Fekri, Deputy Minister
and Head of the Organization for Invest-
ment Economic and Technical Assis-
tance of Iran. Held during Russia’s pres-
idency, the gathering on Wednesday,
February 7, saw the attendance of Ali
Fekri alongside other deputy ministers

of finance and central banks from BRICS

member nations.

Iran steel output,
export on upward
trend

The latest data released by
the Iranian Steel Producers
Association (ISPA) show that
the country’s crude steel pro-
duction has risen 5.2 percent
during the first ten months of
the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21, 2023-January
20, 2024), as compared to the
same period of time in the past
year.

The ISPA put Iran’s crude steel
output at 27.095 million tons
in the ten-month period of
this year, while the figure was
25.755 million tons in the same
time span of the previous year.
The association also an-
nounced that the Iranian steel
producers  produced  over
18.255 million tons of different
types of steel products dur-
ing the first ten months of the
present year.

Based on the mentioned data,
the production of iron ore pellet
rose 7.7 percent to 48.853 mil-
lion tons, and sponge iron pro-
duction increased 9.1 percent
to 30.024 million tons in the
mentioned ten-month period.
Iron ore pellet output was
45375 million tons, and
sponge iron output was 27.519
million tons in the first ten
months of the past year.
According to the latest report
released by the World Steel
Association (WSA), Iran pro-
duced 31.1 million tons of
crude steel in 2023 to account
for 58.4 percent of West Asia’s
total production in the men-
tioned vyear.

The West Asian nations re-
viewed in the WSA report,
including Iran, Irag, Jordan,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, and Yemen, managed
to produce 53.2 million tons of
steel in 2023.

The Islamic Republic’s steel
production increased by 1.8
percent in 2023 as compared
to the previous year, when the
production stood at 30.6 mil-
lion tons, based on the WSA
data.

West Asia’s total crude steel
output increased by 1.3 per-
cent in the mentioned year as
compared to 2022.

Based on the WSA data, Iran
maintained its place as the
world’s 10th largest steel pro-
ducer in 2023.

According to the WSA report,
the world’s steel producers
managed to produce more
than 1.888 billion tons of steel
in 2023, which is a very slight
decrease compared to 2022,
and as a result, the World Steel
Association has declared the
percentage of change to be
zero.

The Iranian Steel industry has
been constantly developing
over the past years against all
the pressures and obstacles
created by outside forces like
the U.S. sanctions and the
coronavirus outbreak that has
severely affected the perfor-
mance of the world’s top pro-
ducers.

Today, enjoying the knowledge
for the domestic production of
the parts and equipment of the
steel chain, the Iranian produc-
ers have given meaning to the
breaking of the embargo wall,
and this is the pride of Iran.
The country is expected to
climb to seventh place among
the world’s top steel producers
by the lIranian calendar year
1404 (starts on March 2025).
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Iranian ports’
capacity hits
290m tons

The capacity of Iranian ports
has increased to 290 mil-
lion tons, according to the
head of the country’s Ports
and Maritime Organization
(PMO).

Ali-Akbar Safaei said the in-
crease in the loading and un-
loading capacity of the ports
has led to the growth of the
country’s maritime trade by
eight percent in the current
Iranian calendar year (ends
on March 19) compared to
the previous year.Stating that
140,000 ships visit Iran’s
ports every year, he added:
“Although  private sector
fleets are facing sanctions
restrictions, Iran’s maritime
fleet is now among the top 20
countries in the world.”
Iran’s ports, as the major
gates of exports and imports,
play some significant role in
the country’s global trade,
and the ongoing operation at
the ports indicates that they
are playing their part perfect-
ly in this regard.

Attaching great importance
to the role of ports, the Ira-
nian government has always
put the development of ports
atop agenda of its activities.
By examining the regional
conditions and capacities of
ports, Iran’s maritime sector
has always put the develop-
ment and equipping of the
country’s ports in line with
the developments and ad-
vances of technology and
the latest technologies in the
world, and despite the limi-
tations due to the expansion
of sanctions, it has been able
to increase the capacity of
commercial ports through
relying on the specialized
and experienced manpower
and utilizing the power of
domestic expert consultants
by defining and advancing
development projects in the
country’s ports.

In this regard, PMO defined
a high number of projects at
the beginning of the current
government’s  incumbency
to develop and improve the
country’s ports.

Among the most signifi-
cant projects in this field,
the development of Shahid
Beheshti port in Chabahar,
continuing  implementation
of the first phase of contain-
er terminal of Shahid Be-
heshti port, completing the
first phase of Shahid Rajaee
port’s development, continu-
ing the second phase of de-
veloping Shahid Rajaee port,
continuing the first phase
and implementing the sec-
ond phase of Amir-Abad port
development, continuing
development of Anzali port,
development of Negin island
in Bushehr, development of
infrastructure in logistic ar-
eas of Shahid Rajaee port,
Imam Khomeini port, Amir-
Abad port, and Negin island,
maintenance of the docks of
commercial ports, rebuilding
and supplying strategic mari-
time, port, and telecommuni-
cation equipment, improving
buildings and infrastructure
in the ports, development of
passenger terminals in Anzali
port, Khorammshahr port,
Lengeh port, Khark port,
and Genvahe port, as well
as equipping the passenger
terminals with the modern
equipment can be mentioned.
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TEDPIX loses
1,500 points on
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Economic

Tuesday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
lost 1,598 points (0.08 percent)
t0 2,090,300 on Tuesday, which is
the fourth day of Iranian calendar

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter

week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

An Overview o
Morning Allerores

Source:
By:

Have you ever woken in the morning
with congestion, irritation, and red,
watery eyes? If so, you may have
morning allergy symptoms.

Many factors can cause morning aller-
gies. Commonly, if ysour symptoms
are worse in the morning, they may
be caused by dust mites, which tend
to make homes in people’s bedding.1
But these allergies can also be caused
by pollen and pet dander.

Read more about morning allergies,
their causes, symptoms, prevention,
and treatment methods.

Common Causes of Morning Allergies
Whether you have hay fever or a dust
mite allergy, it is common to wake
up sneezing when you have allergies.
There are several reasons that can
happen, including:

e Pollen counts that are higher in the
morning

e Dust mites that live in and around
your bed

e Pet dander that accumulates in your
bedroom

Allergy Statistics

Allergies are common, affecting more
than 50 million Americans every year.2
Dust Mites

As unpleasant as it sounds, allergies to
dust mites aren’t actually an allergy to
dust or the mite. Rather, it’s the feces
of the dust mite that actually contain
the allergen (the substance that trig-
gers an allergic reaction). Unlike pol-
len allergies, dust mite allergies occur
year-round because they live inside
your home.

Dust mites can live anywhere, but they
especially like carpeting, bedding, cur-
tains, and upholstered furniture.1 It’s
not possible to eliminate dust mites.
Symptoms of dust mite allergies are
typically worse in the morning because
you are exposed to the allergen while
you sleep.

Pollen

Pollen allergy, also known as hay fe-
ver or seasonal allergic rhinitis, is one
of the most common allergies. In the
United States, it affects 7.7% of adults
and 7.2% of children.2

Plants release pollen to fertilize other

I

plants of the same species. Pollen al-
lergies are caused by a reaction to the
pollen that plants and trees release in
the spring, summer, and fall.3
Common pollen allergies include:

* Grasses

* Trees

* Ragweed

Symptoms of pollen allergies are often
worse in the morning. In addition, pol-
len may stick to your clothing, which
means you carry the allergen around
with you throughout the day. Also, if
you sleep with your windows open,
you may be exposed to pollen all night
long.

Pets

Allergies to pets often occur in people
who have other allergies or asthma. In
fact, as many as 30% of people with
allergies are also allergic to cat and
dog dander.4

Cats vs. Dogs

Cat allergies are twice as common as
dog allergies.4

People with pet allergies react to pro-
teins in a pet’s urine, saliva, or dander

(dead skin cells). People often confuse
pet hair or fur as an allergen, but it's
not. Pet hair or fur can be a carrier of
allergens, though.4

Symptoms of Allergies in the Morning
Allergy symptoms in the morning are
the same as allergy symptoms at any
other time of the day. However, some-
times morning allergy symptoms are
more severe. They may include:3

* Sneezing

 Runny or stuffy nose

* Fatigue

e [tchy, watery eyes

e Puffy eyes

e |tchy ears

* Cough

In severe cases, you may experience
asthma-like symptoms. These may
include difficulty breathing, wheezing,
and coughing.

Ways to Prevent Morning Allergy
Triggers

The good news is that there are steps
you can take to limit your morning al-
lergy symptoms. Some things to try
include:3

e Keep windows closed: When pollen
counts are high, close windows and
use air-conditioning instead.

» Take allergy medicine: When taken
before exposure to pollen, antihista-
mines can keep your allergy symptoms
at bay.

e Shower before bed: Showering will
remove pollen from your skin and hair.
Be sure to put on clothing that has not
been exposed to allergens before get-
ting into bed, too.

e Lower humidity: This can help reduce
dust mite allergies and indoor mold
allergies.

* Clean regularly: Cover your mattress
and pillows with special dust mite cov-
ers and wash your bedding in hot wa-
ter every week. In addition, dust hard
surfaces and vacuum carpets, espe-
cially those in the bedroom.

* Replace carpet with hard flooring: Pet
dander and dust mites love to hide in
carpets. If you can’t replace all carpets
in the home, start with the one in your
bedroom.8

[ran urges restramt alter new Azerbatjan-Armenta border skirmish

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Nasser Kanaani has expressed
concern about the escalating tensions between Azerbaijan and Armenia,
asking the two countries to refrain from upping the ante and instead
engage in dialogue.

“Sustainable peace in the region can only be achieved through dialogue
and diplomacy,” the diplomat stressed. He also encouraged the two
countries to move more swiftly towards securing a peace agreement
during ongoing talks.

Armenia said on Tuesday that four of its soldiers were killed by Azer-
baijani fire along the heavily militarized border. The attack was the first

Renovating power plant equipment saves Iran S200m

e — ., Nl | e i
The managing director of Iran Power
Plant Repairs Company has said reno-
vating power plant equipment and parts
has saved the country $200 million a
year, IRNA reported.

Masoud Moradi emphasized that the
Islamic Republic doesn’t’ have any de-
pendence on foreign countries for the
repairs and preparation of thermal pow-
er plants, adding: “Currently, in addition
to meeting the needs of our country, do-
mestic experts are providing technical
and engineering services in this sector
and repairing power plant units in the
countries of the region.”

Currently, in addition to gaining the top
rank in West Asia in the field of thermal
power plant repairs, Iran has also been
able to be among the top five power

-
r
L

B - i ' { ! oy ‘_.‘ o |

plant turbine manufacturing countries in
the world, the official said.

“Fortunately, in the 13th government,
the timely and high-quality implementa-
tion of the overhaul program of thermal
power plants has led to the readiness
factor of electricity production of these
units exceeding 99 percent, and Iran’s
power plant industry in this sector is
also among the top countries in the
world,” the official explained.

Pointing out that the overhaul opera-
tions of thermal power plants begins
in the second half of every year in or-
der to increase the readiness of these
units to produce sustainable electricity
in the peak summer period, Moradi said:
“High-quality and timely performance of
these measures will improve the readi-

ness of power plants.
The overhaul operation of the country’s
thermal power plants for the current
year began in late October 2023.

Naser Eskandari, the deputy director of
the Thermal Power Plant Holding (TP-
PH)’s technical office for production,
said: “The overhaul operations begun on
more than 110,000 megawatts capacity
of thermal power plant throughout the
country in order to increase the readi-
ness of these units to produce sustaina-
ble electricity in the next year’s summer
peak period.”

Summer months constitute Iran’s peak
demand periods, so most of the power
plant overhaul programs are scheduled
to take place during autumn, winter and
spring seasons.

deadly skirmish since Baku withdrew its forces from Karabakh in Sep-
tember, spurring a mass exodus of the region’s Armenian population.
After hundreds of people died during the war, the two countries agreed

to sit at the negotiating table to put an end to their decades-long hos-

tilities. Some Azerbaijani media outlets, however, have been promoting
new attacks this time on Armenian soil, repeating President Ilham Ali-
yev’s previous remarks that claimed Armenia is part of Azerbaijani lands.

Iran has always emphasized that Karabakh belongs to Azerbaijan while

ders with Armenia.

warning that it would not tolerate any new changes to its historic bor-

Building petro-re-
(ineries to merease
[ran’s refinmg

capacity by 30%

Iran’s Deputy Oil Minister for Plan-
ning Affairs has said constructing
petro-refineries across Iran is going
to increase the country’s refining
capacity by 30 percent, which is
from 2.3 million barrels to 3.0 mil-
lion barrels.

“Creating capacity and completing
the value chain in the oil industry is
one of the most important priorities
of the Qil Ministry in the 13th gov-
ernment with the aim of preventing
crude sales and creating added val-
ue for the country,” Houshang Fala-
hatian said.

International energy companies
predict that the demand for pet-
rochemical products will increase
significantly in the coming years,
and therefore the development of
petro-refineries seems a necessity
in Iran.

Due to the country’s benefit from oil
and gas resources, the development
of petro-refineries is much easier
and relatively cheaper in Iran than
other countries in the world, and the
country can play a role in regulating
the price of petrochemical products

in the world due to its proximity to
energy sources and its capacity for
the development of petro-refinery.
And most importantly, if the coun-
try’s petro-refinery capacity can be
expanded to the level of crude oil
feed produced in the country, the
sanctions on Iran’s oil industry will
be practically nullified.

It is why Iran is now serious and
determined to develop its petro-re-
fineries, although in previous years,
despite the country’s upstream eco-
nomic plans based on preventing
the sale of crude oil and natural gas,
and developing refining capacity in-
stead to boost production of export
products, there seemed to be no
will to build petro-refineries.

In order to encourage the govern-
ment and investors to work hard
on the development of petro-re-
finery industry, the Petro-Refinery
Development Law was drafted in
the lranian calendar year 1398
(March 2019-March 2020), and
then amendments to this law were
drafted in the parliament in January
2022.
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